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In the Letter from the Editor published in the December issue we made a 
specific reference to the revised UPSC examination format, especially the 
Commission'.s decision to lay greater cmphasSis on the Essay Paper and 
interview. Some of our esteemed readers have suggested that in view of this 
change we should publish more es.says. 

We shall of course give oven greater attention to the requirements of the 
candidates for various UPSC examinations. At the same time we would like to 
pirint out that it is not only the Essays (we publish them regularly) that will 
prove useful to the examinees in this regard but the entire contents of the 
magazine, including the Features, Articles, Cover Story, etc. 

The subjects chosen by paper setters for essay topics cover a wide range. In 
order to develop the capacity to do full justice to the topic chosen for essay, 
the candidates must command adequate knowledge on various issues. 

For writing goi>d essays and ensuring wider coverage, we suggest that the 
candidates should closely study the entire contents ot this magazine. This 
would widen their vision and equip them well for obtaining good marks. 
Similarly, regular study of the various features of this magazine would help in 
equipping the candidates adequately for answering questions put in 
interviews to which greater importance will be given, henceforth, by the 
UPSC. 

CM is a rich store»-house of information. It is a publication that can be 
dep».*nded upon tor all UPSC examinations. 

With best wishes. 

Yours sincerely. 
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Froth and Bubble 


T OP-ranking statesmen occupying high posi¬ 
tions generally avoid making derogatory 
remarks alwut politics and politicians in general, 
but India's Vice-President, Mr K.R. Narayanan, 
speaking at Chandigarh on November 29, la¬ 
mented that the aspirations of the common man 
have been stifled by prevailing politics that had 
become just "froth and bubble". Froth is creamy 
mass of small bubbles. The expression "froth and 
bubble" may be taken to mean light, worthless 
talk or ideas. While it is unfair to condemn all 
politics as idle talk, there is little doubt that, as 
jawaharlal Nehru said in his Autobiography, life 
and politics are much toc^ ct)mplex for us always 
to think in straight lines. There are very few 
straight lines; instead there are circles witliin 
circles and there is hypocrisy as w ell as hiding 
the truth while advocating or propagating a par¬ 
ticular concept. In fact, politicians habitually hide 
their real reasons behind their loud speeches and 
impressive rhetoric. 

In India's Parliament, as well as in other 
forums, our politicians spend much time and ener¬ 
gy in delivering speeches which are shorn of 
constructive content. No one can prevent them from 
indulging in their favourite pastime, but it is the 
continuing loss of credibility and the waste of pre¬ 
cious time while major national problems await 
solutioits that has been causing deep concern. These 
problems directly affect the common man. It is he 
who suffers year after year, silently or lodging a 
protest now and then. The protests prove fruitless 
and the frustrating game or the politicians goes on 
and on. The people's sufferings—social, moral, 
economic and even political—are generally in¬ 
describable. A radical change is required in the 
standard of responsibility being shown by our legis¬ 
lators many of whom do not seem to perform their 
duties with the requisite sense of devotion. But the 
widespread and wholly justified belief in the 
country is that any renaissance has to be directed 
primarily to the welfare of the common man—the 
real sovereign. 

Well-intended laws are pa.ssed, programmes are 
announceci with much fanfare and pledges and 
promises are made. But these alluring words are 
soojv forgotten and things are much tne same again. 
A glaring instance is provided by our Supreme Par¬ 
liament in w'hich, as recent events have 
convincingly shown, angry speeches are delivered. 


challenges and counter-challenges are made in pur¬ 
suance of party interests. Attempts to score debating 
points with the primaiy aim of causing the maxi¬ 
mum discomfiture to the party in power dominate 
the proceedings day after day. Almost throughout 
the year 1992 the sessions of the two Houses of Par- 
^ iiaraent could not give adequate attention to the 
vital agenda and spent much time in unwarranted 
interruptions, creating disorderly scenes, and neces¬ 
sitating repeated adjournments. All thi.s time the 
tough problems facing the masses w’ere kept in 
abeyance. Few people seemed worried over the im¬ 
plicit neglect of the national interests. 

Tliis has become a tragic blot on democracy it¬ 
self. Every minute of Parliament's time costs the 
nation a heavy sum. Sagacious men shake their 
heads in dismay over what the representatives of 
the masses do on the floor of theJ louse and else¬ 
where. With certain religious issues coming up, 
things have lately been getting from bad to worse. If 
the system of recall of legislators (in cases of failure 
to pertbrm their duty) had been prevalent in this 
country, the majority of our M.P.s and M.L.A.s 
would probably have suffered this humiliation. 

What the country urgently needs is a set of high¬ 
ly conscientious leaders, including legislators, who 
would not waste precious time in raising froth and 
bubble but concentrate on serving the country 
whole-heartedly in accordance with the spirit of the 
Constitution. The framers of the basic law must be 
turning in their graves, metaphorically speaking, on 
watching the misguided actions of our leaders at 
various levels. The leaders should strive day and 
night to regain the confidence of the people by 
every possible means. This imperative calls for a 
radical transformation and far-reaching reforms. 

Why is it, one is tempted to ask, that in the much- 
publicised process of economic reforms the urgency 
of introducing basic changes in the attitudes 
towards important national duties and respon¬ 
sibilities being bypassed? Our future depends bn 
consistent fumlment of such duties. 

On current showing our leaders, especially 
politicians, are guilty offlouting Article 5J-A of the 
Constitution which lays down the dtizeas' Fun¬ 
damental Duties. Unfortunately, no punishment is . 
prescribed for gross violations of duties. But m the 
midst of preoccupations with trivial and marginal is¬ 
sues our iegiSfcitures do not have the time or tne , 
inclination to do the needful. Their perverted 
priorities ill serve the nation. 
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bur mind la very very powerful. You may 
not know it. But it Is true. 

Scientists and yods both say that most 
»ple use only 10% of their mind power. 
hat upto 90% of the mind power remains 
hidden and unused. 

Momory Secrots 

One; Wthout revision, we foroet 82% In 24 
tiours. Wfe remember only 18% after 24 
'.lours. 

As time passes without revision, we 
.'member less and less. After one month we 
-Jtnember only S% or less. Most people at¬ 
tend classes or make notes, but they do not 
irevise enough, so thw waste their hard work. 

As the first benefit from reading this ar- 
ylrle, start to revise everything today. And 
Sou will be surprised with the wnellts. 

3 Two; Scientific research has proven that 
Swe should not study continuously lor long 
Vtlme. But, for better memory, we sliould take 
V rest. You will learn what to do durltig rest to 
''get tnajdinum benefit from It—to relax you. to 
change your brain waves, and to put you In 
a "’learning stale" torJaater learning. 
i. My name Is Raj &)pna. More thfin one 
^kh people arc benefiting from my famous 
&nd powei ful course "Raj Bapna's Mind 
'Power Study Teclmlques". 

Not for Everyone 

This course Is not for thase arsons who 
iwant to get suc<;ess by nuigle. it Is also not 
”lbr those persons wlio want to d-f success 
.iiwithoul sincere work. But. It Is ioi that am¬ 
bitious person who studies avci age or more, 
tind who really wants to get siterenfi. 

My course Is similar' to foundation of a 
bullolng. Just as a strong foundallon will 
)helpyou hulldagood building, my course will 
ihelp you make the best use of your 
. studyA’oacliiiig to get suc«-es8. 

{ Read Faster to Save Time 

^ Everyone can leium to read and undi-r- 
."stand 3CX) words. 500 words or more words 
iper minute. But. many of us ntad only alxivrt 
lOO words per rtilnule. 

You will learn my easy Finger Technique 
4n 30 minutes that will prove to you lhat you 
;5can double your reading 8pe«*tl. Or, even 
•^plc It. When you start to read faster, your 
|roneentratton will Improve and you will revise 
htnore In less time. 

Your Success Depends on 
These 9 Success Factors 

1. Your Intelligence, memoiy, concent ra- 
.ion 2. Your alms 3. Time you spend to 
ichleve aims 4, Efficiency 5. Avoiding big 
-mistakes 6. Health 7. Knowing that you can 

t et much more success than you currently 
o 8. Writing. Interview, speech techniques 
». Exam-technlgues. And my course helps 
you Improve In tfiese factors. ' 

f Sample Chapters 

Chapter 2. Exam secrets tor getting more 
marks :• Do not eat Just before an exam. How 
do examhiers correct answer papers, and 
>how to use this knowledge loget mom marks. 
Mega-vitanilns can Increase your OUell^enoe 
temporarily during exam-days. 5 mom topics 
Chapter 5. Interview tec'nniques for self- 
confidence and success :- 4 topics 

Chapter 6. Some techniques for Improv¬ 
ing memory, concentration, and tntcltt^nce 
;• Take tliese vitamins to Improve the 
functioning of your brain and ^ur body. 
How to sleep well. Meditation; an ancient 
technique for more brain power, bicrvuse 
your Intelligence by Image Streaming. 5 more 
topics 

Chapter 7, How to U6(! your time In the 
classroom for success :- 8 topics 

Chafer 8. Mind maps: a new sclentUlc 
way to take memorable notes ;- Memory key 


•'.nVbu Anawar 
ifie~e uuaanon? 

• What type of music can Improve your 
memory and concentration? • For belter 
memory, should you read faster or slower';' 
■ Should you study continuously or lake 
rest? • 1)0 examiners give more marks If 
you write more and liu more pages? • 
Which vitamins can help your brain func¬ 
tion Ix-lter and Improvr: your IQ'i’ • Mow, 
for 2 common types of questions, can you 
fool the examiner and get more marks? 


i Lost A Big Chancs. But You... 

I wanted to take the best course for IIT 
entrance. I could pay the price Rs3S0, but 
I was not sum If the course would really help 
me. So, 1 did not onferqiitrkfp. After walling 
for 3 months, I onlered the course. The- 
course was good and It helped me get rank 
1102 which was not lUgh enough. 

I lost ii chance to Join IIT beeau.se I did not 
order gukkly and waited lor 3 months. 

You should not losse .-my r hars'e. Order 
tills course quickly. Order 11 now. You will 
iJeel good knowing'that you are making one of 
the ftesl Investments 'tor better educ;.'i(lon. 


Does eating before an exam reduces your „ 

IQ? • For better memory, should you stqdy | Ix'lter Job, .'ind better career, 
early In morning or late In nichr;' J Do you undersluiid fully that you must 

" PtiiwwHi'fitiBteimjMHWkiiniiifinuMiw »i< iiwilfiiiiiiiiiiinwi r iniiiiiii iiir .... ..# . . . 


What Nawspapers Say... 

•Timev of ladla: *Slmpie. cflccUvn. practical 
tectintriucR to Improve overall tnfcUlgmne aud 
uitnd power. Rvrn average sttidcnt can caNily 
iinderstand.* 

• Indian Banks' Asaociation BuUetIn: *l^)wcr- 
lul. practical, easy. It wlU help all studenta. 
hank offkHal.H and others appeurtng for tests, 
cjcanks. and interviews * 

•AnaadBasar Batrika: ”ll lia.s many techniques 
to increase wur mind power quicMy." 
•Ifalayala Bunorama: *lt teaches how to sue- 
cecd In exams and 

Author’s BiO%ATA 

•11 K. errs ruaui. m Tccu. irr Kharatu»u. nts 

scliolar Rank 5 In Ruj School Boar^ 
•World-iummis autlior. PublJslied S book.n in 
USA tnoliidbuf Itest scllluif book "Tricks ol MS- 
DOS Masters . 721 (Kigcs. $27.05. 

•Increased tuy reacting speed Iroui 72 words to 
as fast as 1037 words |)cr minute. 

• Kirst eugtiieerlng jnh paid only Rs 1000 i)e.r 
MONTH. PlnaBv-. earncci S50 |Rs 1500) per 
HOUR in USA as ciiminiier cxj>er1. 

•At peak cf success, 1 left (A returned to bulla 
to stiare my mtnd (lower niudy tet'hritciues. 
•Rxtiert III cKiuipuCers. mind power, and study 
leciiniqtics. Was a luoinber ul the Society for 
A(!celerated I^*anUng A Tenchlnf*. USA 
•Ixarnt FVench. Sanskrit. Karate. Hi caking 
wooden txiard tiy lianil. many Meditations etc. 

What Readara Say 

•"Unbellevahly. I Improved my reading si>eed 
from 75 to 200 words per lubiule My sou (class 
4) improved his meuiory. He also improved his 
reading s(>er!d from 45 to 100.* 

f¥o( M Btia^agar, PhD. Fomtorly n USA 

• *RxreUent course... It has ohatigeti my life style. 
Increased iny reading frtiin 86 to 303 words |K.»r 
mlitiilcs 111 5 (ism mid streugtliciied luv (lre;itu 
of success.* Or Mahv Sdhoo. SOB Madcd Cofegp Onsra 

•"I topped the OAV College Chatidigarli. I In- 
<qea.<$ed my readljq$ s|>ecd from 303 to lOOti 
words." SasfMv Dmt, Panchkult, Haryana 

**bi one hour mv reading spcetl lncre.aacd from 
234 tu 514 words (ler minutes. And to 934 Iti 
10 days." JntandniStidkya. Nc^MMC-B student. Madras 
•”Veiy useful for luy \i Sc and ICWA ejouiilim* 
tioiis. Wltliin a single day. 1 tncrcaved my 
reading s|>eed bom ^75 to 45.5 words (ler 
minutes.* S Jayaprdtash, ICWA slictant, Madras (Tivnt tedu) 
•"bicreased my reading from 100 to 350 In 2 
days.* Shathi K Singh. Computer engmMf.Odiraduri (UP) 


words aitd enradve key words. The best way 
to take notes. 7 more to|>lcs 

Chapter 9. Progmm yourself for success 
by using the powvr of mllefs, im.3gtnatlon. 
and neuro Uriguistic programnilr^ :• Anchor 
yourself for success while wsitcmr^ TV or 
Rims. Using music and relaxation for mind 
programming. Changing beliefs tint! habits. 
5 more topics 

Chapter 10. Advanced memory techni¬ 
ques to remember long sequences, s|)eilings, 
and complicated things 5 topics 

Chapter 11. Some major mistakes In , 
exam*ciays and how to avoid them :• 3 topics ‘ 
Chapter 13. 32 Important questions and 
answers 


orrivr fhUi coursi’ noiti If 2 ^u regally want to gat 
si/crcss*.-* _ _ ___ 

Loiit Chance to Save 

Keop 3 yifts. even if you return the 
course. Have Rs 40.' Free Potstage. 

.< ;.r>. '.ti 


M 0 .SI ('C>ijr..:4-.s irom Institutes, (busses or 
Tiitorlal.s rosl Rs lOCiO. or Rs 2000 or inoro. 
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The discount price is Rs 85. it has not 
Inuie.isisi since June 1991. The prfces of 
p,i|X‘r, priming. advertising nave In¬ 

creased, .so the price ol the course will soon 
Inere.ise. 

So, this may be your laat chance to get 
the discount price. Cree postage by regd 
post, and even 3 free gifts. 

Money-Back Ctusrantee. If within the fit st 
31 ti.tys yon do notgie.illy beneftl (read litster, 
linpnw ineiiniiy etc.), slinidy return Ute 
cour.se loi your iiioncy Isiek (less (xislagi-. 
h.'indllug) No qiic.sdon.s asked. 

31 d.'iys Is more than enougli time to 
Ix'iifllt. Actually, m,'iuy tnHiple Ix'heftt on the- 
first day tliiy get lhl.<» course. And most 
|«’oi>lo Ix'iielli within I or 2 weeks. 

3 Free Gifts. (1) (irt-.'ii poster of Srt 
Yanira. Yt>gls Ivive txvii uslrig It tor 5000 
yv.iis to Inere.tse their mlivJ'|s>wer and con- 
eeiitiaiton. (2) One (xigearticle by mc'lassccn 
In Imlla's No I science magazint'l "Mow to 
Select ,1 Cioo<l Coaching Course for Success 
In Comi.'tll Ions" (3) A 24-pitge bulletin on 
Mind iViwcr Music (how music iiffects 
IXKly/mInd or c.on ln« r«-ase memory/con- 
centraUon. etc.) 

These 3 vslueble gifts are yours to keep 
free even if you return the course. 

i.;an you liniigine how i/ou wlll/ec/ happy 
on tile day when you uUII gel succe.ssV Your 
friends atvl relatlw-s will hieet you and con¬ 
gratulate you. You will. /"eel proud of your 
achlevcnu-nt And you will lx- sun- of a otjotl 
Job, a good salary, ruul a brightTultihi. That 
day, you will ihaiik me and explain (o otliers 
I 10 W my course hcl/M-d you get success. 

1 You can order my course In two ways; (ijl 
ISend total cost Rs 95. OR (2) Cost for VI»P: 
Its Rs 105. iKiy Its 30 as advance, and |rayi 
I remaining amount to po.stman when you get; 

; this course by VPP. Wmen you finish lead&g’ 

■ this, co|:y Ihe .iddress, go to Ihe bank or post! 
IqffIce, and g*‘t yrjur Money Order or tlaiikj 
I Draft (xiyiiWe to " Mind Power Resean-h In-! 
; stimte (PI Ltd, I Id.-iluur. R'il?istlianT ~ ; 

< Then send II qiilcMy lo: I 

! Director, Mind Power Research Institute (P) Ud I 
; M-7, Mind,Powor Chambers, H. M. Sector 4 ; 

; Udaipur (Rajasthan) 3 T3(X}1 ; 

• Mease write your full aildiesK. PIN neatly ui< 
lEugUsh CAPITAL letters. Foi MO. please also) 
'Write your address In 'Space fnr Coiaiuiiulcatioii'' 
|ut the bottom of the MO form. ^ 
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READERS’ 

THE JUDICIARY 

After four decades of 
fuHctiomng the Indian 
judicial sysletn needs a fresh 
look and effective 
reorganisation. Besides 
establishing a National 
fudicial Commission and a 
Lawyers' Academy for 
training lawyers and judicial 
officers, we must strike at 
the root cause of inefficiency 
and amend the Constitution 
to ensure judicial 
accountability. 

Navin Ch.indra 

I’atua 

The following measures 
may be considered tvhile 
making attempts to root out 
corruption from the iudiriari/: 

(1) The establishment of 
a National liidicial 
Commission which would 
reiiiew the appointment and 
remcnml of fudges of High 
Courts and the Supreme 
Court. (2) The creation of an 
Indian judicial service (like 
the iJl.S.) which would 
perform the executive and 
administrative functions of 
the judiciary. (3) No judge 
should be alloived to 
function in a court where his 
near or distant relatives are 
practising. This xvould 
ensureJustice to the public at 
large. (4) The establishment 
of a lawyers’ academy to 
train lawyers effectii'ely in 
their duties. (5) Financial 
autonomy should be given to 
the courts. Suitable 
accommodation and other 
amenities should be provided 
for the judges. (6) Finally, a 
sense of duty should be 
inculcated among the 
judicial workers by 
organzing seminars and 
discussions. 

Sunil Codha 

Cinmluiti 

In present 

circumstances can an honest 
citizen of India say that we 
have a good democracy? The 
time has come for taking 
concrete measures to 
restructure the judicial 
set-up to ensure quick and 
impartial justice to everyone. 

Binay Kumar Mishra 

janmlpur 


FORUM 

There is still time to 
reform the judicial system 
and give a fresh look to the 
laws being enforced by the 
courts. 'The basic causes of 
corruption are delay in the 
disposal of cases, the 
possibility of money-bags 
playing a key role in getting 
justice and the bulging 
backlog of pending cases. 
These causes should be 
eliminated on a top priority 
basis. 

M. Khalid Khan 

Bombay 

In my view, there is need 
to provide better perks and 
incentives to the magistrates 
and judges at sub-dwision 
and district leivis. Ihe 
judicial aiilhorities contend 
that they are not given due 
importance. There prevails a 
sense of insecurity among the 
judicial authorities and this 
prevents them from 
dist'liarging their duty. Fuii 
security must be ensured to 
them. 

Dayanand Dubey 

Piitiia 

A QUESTION OF DECORUM 
It seems strange that the 
laigest democracy of the 
world does not inaintain 
decorum in its legislatures. 
When the presiding officer of 
a legislature is presmit in the 
House, is it not utter shame 
that its members should be 
on their feet? Really, thei/ 
need thorough training Oike 
defence personnel). Such 
training would impart a 
sense of responsibility and 
inculcate respect for the 
presiding officer. 

Chunni Lai 

Muzafjhrpur 

The M.P.S and M.L.A.S of 
today behave in a manner 
that does not accord with 
the dictates of decorum. At 
times they present a 
spectacle of a street fight. 

Some minimum qualification 
and training are a must for 
the newly elected members. 

The code of conduct for MPs 
and MLAs must be very clear 
and strict. The President and 
the Governors are esteemed 
persons. They occupy high 


LETTERS 

offices and must he respected. 

Manphool S. Jangra 

Tezpur 

HUMAN RIGHTS 

A Human Rights 
Commission will certainly 
help in reducing police 
excesses and it will be easier 
for the Government to 
identify the culprits and give 
them exemplary punishment. 
Police and para-military 
forces should be equipped 
with modem weapons to 
enable them to deal 
effectively with terrorists. 
While tackling terrorism it is 
important for the security 
forces to win the confidence 
of the people and seek 
cooperation in apprehending 
terrorists. 

Ms Arifa Mohsina 

Rampiir 

The Union 

CovernnienI's decision to set 
up a lliinian Rights 
Commission is a step in the 
right direction. Hie 
coniniissioii should he given 
a legal status and special 
courts should he si't up to 
speed up ihe trials of the 
culprits and the decisions 
should he proimitly 
implemented. The incidents 
of molestation and 
castration by security 
personnel should be strictly 
dealt with. Adequate action 
I against those guilty of such 
abuses and e.xcesses alone 
ivould help restore the 
country's image. 

Anil Kumar Jain 

Giiimhiiti 

DEFECTIONS 

To win election 
candidates feel safer in 
depending on their "party 
goons", rather than on their 
party ideology; why can't 
these men ana women feel 
free to double-cross the party 
after using that party’s 
symbol? vVe must stop the 
various electoral 
malpractices before seriously 
contemplating steps to check 
defections. 

Samir M. Mahajan 

New Delhi 

HISTORY QUIZ 

The History Quiz in the 
December issue is very useful 
for various examinations. It 
covers a wide field, several 


regimes and rulers. Events o 
several decades are covered. 
This will refresh our 
knowledge and enlighten us 
on many issues—the role 
played by various 
personalities, the importanc 
of various phases of the 
■ freedom struggle, etc. 

LAC Chandra 

Nagp\ 

PERSONALITY 

I greatly appreciate you 
"Personality Development” 
feature. In we present world 
which is full of competition 
and lacks general 
encouragement, this type of 
article provides a ray of hop 
and confidence. It has 
changed my attitude 
towards life. Now I ivill not 
lose sight of my aim and dea 
with the obstacles fearlessly 
"CM", besides providing all 
required Current Affair 
material, has also become 
my best friend. 

PriH Pagari 
Ajnu 

FRUSTRATED YOUTH 

Our top leaders and 
politicians urge youth to 
imbibe nationalist feelings 
and contribute to the 
nation’s progress. Hiey call 
upon us to be the epitome of 
integrity, sincerity and 
punctualitif in every arena ol 
life. Hut if most Inaian youth 
today indulge in separatism, 
crime and corruption, it is 
because of the lack of ideals 
before them. There are hardly 
any ideal personalities in oui 
set-up. We can do nothing 
but to hope for a silver lining 
in the dark clouds of 
immorality and insincerity. 

Saumitra Mohai 
Patrii 

Thanks for introducing a 
feature on Quiz. Moreover, 
your special features and 
essays will help me much in 
preparing for the 
forthcoming examinations. 

Tarak Kr Ghosha 
Burdwai 

May be you have recently 
appeared in any competitive 
examination. 

We shall be graiclul it you could 
send us the question papers. 

The original papers will be 
relumed along with Ihe postage 
spent by you. 

Your gesture will be highly 
appiecuiled. 
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covered. Ample Study Material, Impor¬ 
tant Concepta, Solved Examplea, 
Objective Multlf^e Choice Queationa and 
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India’s External Debt 
The Perilous Trap 


Foreign loan is one of the most com¬ 
mon means of financing the short term 
foreign exchange requirements. But this 
option must be exercised with due 
restraint to ensure that safe limits of debt 
are not overstepped. The shocking (’.r- 
perience of Mexico and Brazil, during 
the last decade, has sent danger signals 
to the entire developing world to be extra 
conscious in their e.vternal debt manage¬ 
ment. With its foreign debt precariously 
high, at a lohopping $ 75 hillion, India is 
fast moving towards a debt trap. An es¬ 
timated sum of$ 15 billion is required by 
India during the next 3 years to honour 
the repayment commitments of foreign 
loans obtained in the past. In a murky 
scenario, where NRI depi>sits are falling, 
exiwrt growth rate is much below the 
desired lei’el and foreign e.xchange re¬ 
quirements are increasing in geometric 
proportion, the fears of India gradually 
getting suckl'd into a iMtin-Amcrican 
type debt-trap are not totally unfounded. 

The Pitfalls 

T oday the odds in international 
market are heavily loaded against 
Indian interests. During the current 
financial year India's oil import bill is 
likely to exceed the allocated $ 5.1 
billion, thanks to the soaring oil 
prices in the international market. It 
is now estimated that the internation¬ 
al oil prices which wore presumed to 
be at $ 17 per barrel may stabilise at 
around $ 19 per barrel, needing addi¬ 
tional foreign exchange to the tune of 
$ 6(X) million in 1992 alone. To ag¬ 
gravate the situation further, disin¬ 
tegration of erstwhile USSR and 
turmoil in East Europe have played 
havoc with Indian exports. 

To tide over the severe foreign 
exchange crisis awaiting the country 
during the next five years on account 


of heavy burden of debt servicing, 
India needs an average annual export 
growth rate of 15% every year in dol¬ 
lar terms. But despite the massive 
structural adjustment programme, 
the exports during 1991-92 declined 
by 1.93% in dollar times. 

During next five years about $ 25 
billion are reiiuired on account of 
debt-servicing. It is projected that in 
1996-97 India's external debt would 
rise to all time high mark of $ 97 bil¬ 
lion. To finance the airrent account 
deficit of trade projected for next five 
years as well as repayments ac¬ 
count of debt servicing, India would 
need over $ 10 billion additional 
gross inflow of foreign exchange 
during the next five years. With the 
pathetic performance of our exter¬ 
nal sector, which is relatively small 
constituting barely 15% of GNP, it 
seems remote that these funds will 
be available without substantial 
doses of foreign exchange from in¬ 
ternational lending institutions. 
Before the turn of the century, India 
would, therefore, become the 
second largest debtor nation among 
the developing countries, after 
Brazil. 

According to the World Bank, in 
1995-96, ratio of India's external debt 
to the GNP would be all time high at 
36%, as against 30%’ at present. The 
experience of certain South-East 
Asian countries, during the last 
decade has shown that a high debt to 
GNP ratio in itself may not be alarm¬ 
ing provided the ratio of foreign exr 
change required for debt servicing to 
total exports is maintained at a lower 
level. During the eighties, debt to 
GNP ratio of South Korea and 


Malaysia touched the level of 48 to 
49% but these countries iifeticulously 
maintained their debt service to ex¬ 
port ratio at extremely favourable 
level by displaying sharp rise in ex¬ 
ports, thereby avoiding a debt-trap. 
Conversely, Brazil and Mexico, 
which had lower debt to GNP ratio at 
around 30%’ failed to maintain their 
debt service to export ratio and got 
trapped into a perpetual debt prob¬ 
lem. India, with present compulsion 
of raising foreign debt, can only hope 
to avoid a debt trap by ensuring 
steady growth of exports, at about 
15‘7f), during the next five years. 

$ 9 Billion Loan 

I T has sought an IMF loan of $ 9 
billion over the next three years in¬ 
cluding $ 3 billion during the current 
financial year. During the last 
eighteen months India has already 
borrowed an exorbitant sum of $ 5 
billion from International financial 
institutions. The last time India took 
such a heftv loan from the IMF was in 
1981. 

Loans under the Enhanced Struc¬ 
tural Adjustment Facility (ESAF), 
from the IMF, have to be repaid in 
five-and-a-half to ten years and carry 
a concessional annual interest of 
0,5%. But then there are some strin¬ 
gent conditions accompanying such 
a concessional facility, most of which 
ate being achieved in India through 
structural adjustment programme 
envisaged in the new Economic 
Policy. Access to ESAF loan would 
give India a financial cushion to 
iWuce her debt burden while going 
ahead with structural reforms. As 
against this, loans under Extended 
Fund Facility (EFF) carry an interest 
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Books for U.P.S.C., S.S.C., BANKS, L.I.C., G.I.C., RLY., MBA, Etc. Exams. 8 
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LATEST GUIDES 


j 


1. STATE BANK P.O. EXAM. Rs.120 

2. BANK PROS. OFFICERS Rs.120 

EXAM. 

3. INDIAN FOREST SERVICE R«. 75 
Exam. (English, G.K & Current Atlairs.) 

4. M.B.A. ADMISSION TEST Rs.120 

5. COMPREHENSIVE GMAT Rs. 75 

6. HOTEL MANAGEMENT Rs.lOO 

EXAM. 

7. S.S.C. AUDITORS, JR. ACCOUN¬ 
TANTS & U. D.C. EXAM. Rs. 100 

8. SSC’s INSPECTORS OF Rs.lOO 

C. EXCISE, INCOME TAX EXAM. 

9. S.S.C.’s ASSISTANTS'GRADE 

EXAM. R8.120 

10. C.D.S. EXAM. Rs.lOO 

(for I.M.A.. Air Force, Navy & O. I S.J 

11. N.D.A./NAVAL ACADEMY Rs.lOO 

EXAM. 

12. REG. RURAL BANKS Rs. 75 

EXAM. — (For Officers & Fleld Supervisors) 

13. REG. RURAL BANKS Rs. 30 

EXAM.— (For Clerks, Typists, otc.) 

14. BANK RECRUITMENT 

TESTS Rs. 40 

(For Clerks, Cashiers, Typists, etc) 

15. RESERVE BANK EXAM. R^. 50 

(For Cleiks. Coin-Note Examiners) 

16. Li e., G.I.C. EXAM. Rs. 75 

(For Marketing/OevelopmenI Oflicers) 

Covers all suhiects including Sales 
Aptitude S General Insurance 

17. L.I.C., A.D.O.'s EXAM. 

18. L.I.C., G.I.C. EXAM. 

(For Assistants, Typists A Stenos) 

19. RAILWAY RECRUITMENT 
TESTS — (For Clerks, Typists. Ticket 
Collectors. Asstt. Station Masters, etc.) 

20. AIR FORCE EXAM. Rs. 40 

(ForAirmen. Non-Technical) 

21. AIR FORCE EXAM. Rs. 50 

(For Airmen. Technic^) 

22. INDIAN NAVY EXAM. Rs.40 

(For Sailors, etc.) 

23. SSC’s S.L POLICE EXAM. Rs. 75 
(For Delhi Police, C.B.I. S C.P.O.) 

24. S.S.C. CLERKS’GRADE Rs. 50 
EXAM. 
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Rs. 50 
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(IMPROVEMENT COURSE^ 

1. INTELLIGENCE & REASONING 
IMPROVEMENT COURSE Rs.lOO 

(For BANKS P.O., M B.A. U.C.. G.I.C., I.Jax. 
Asstt. Grade, etc. Exams.) 

Logical Reasoning, Data Interprelalion, Man¬ 
agement Aptitude and Verbal & Non-Verbal In¬ 
telligence Tests. 

2. ENGUSH IMPROVEMENT Rs. 60 
COURSE 

Covers Practical English Grammar. Common 
Errors, Comprohonsion and Word Power. 

3. GENERAL SCIENCE 
IMPROVEMENT COURSE Rs. 60 

Study Malenal — Physics. Chemistry. Lite Sci¬ 
ences. Space Science, Nuclear &ience & 
Computer Science. Everyday Scionco — Basic 
Concepts, Science Quiz & elective Questions 

4. MATHEMATICS IMPROVEMENT 

COURSE Rs. 50 

(For N DA. and C.O.S.. M.B.A Exams) 
Arithmetic, Mensuration, Algebra, Geometry, 
Trigonometry and Statistics, Hints, Solved Ex 
amplos & Exercises. 

5. OBJECTIVE MODEL 

PAPERS Rs. 50 

(Five Sets - For N D.A, C.O.S.. etc.) 

Model Papers based on Previous Years' Papers 
on English, G K., 6 Mathematics. 

GENERAL 

KNOWLEDGE 

1. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 

KIT {For grit CompeMive Hums.) Rs.250 

A prestigious Career building book. Contains 
Authentic and Exhaustive Study Material, Ob¬ 
jective Questions A Short-Answer Questions. 
An ideal Reference Manual. 

2. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 

DIGEST Rs.lOO 

Comprehensive Coverage of all Facets of Gen¬ 
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rate of around 9%. 

TTie IMF has agreed in principle 
to the Indian request for converting 
the existing standby loan of $ 2.2 bil¬ 
lion to a larger loan of $ 5 billion 
under EFF for a three-year period 
beginning April 1, 1992. This will 
form major part of $ 9 billion loan 
package agreed upon by internation¬ 
al financing agencies led by the IMF 
and the World Bank. Out of this, 

. India is-seeking a minimum of $ 1.5 
billion as loan under ESAF carrying 
only 0.5% interest rate per year. Since 
funjis available with IMF, under 
ESAF, are less, the IMF may not agree 
to this amount, but imder any cir¬ 
cumstances ESAF will not be less 
than $ 1 billion and rest, $ 3.5 billion 
to 4 billion, will be under EFF, on a 
higher interest rate of about 9%. 

Another area of concern is the 
proposed change in the formula of 
International Development Agency 
GDA) which is the soft loan window 
of World Bank and symbolizes the 
commitment of world community to 
poverty alleviation in the developing 
world. Usually Iiulia gets slightly less 
than $ 1 billion from IDA which 
comes to around 15% of the total 
loans. The ninth IDA replenishment 
(IDA-IX) is to expire on June, 1993, to 
be replaced by IDA-X. The donor 
countries are insisting on a new for¬ 
mula to distribute IDA resources by 
dividing the beneficiary countries 
into two groups 'IDA only' 
countries and 'IDA blend' 
countries. 'IDA only' countries are 
those countries which rely only on 
IDA for soft loans whereas 
countries availing other loan 
facilities from the World Bank are to 
be grouped under 'IDA-blend' 
countries. The new proposed for¬ 
mula aims at enhancing the share of 
'IDA onl}r' countries from existing 
58% to 75% with only 25% to be left 
for 'IDA-blend' countries. India 
being in the 'IDA-blend' category is 
seriously concerned at this develop¬ 
ment which may reduce India's ac¬ 
cess to this soft loan facility in the 
IDA-X. 


The Future Prospects 

S preconditions to ESAF and EFF 
loans, India is likely to maintain 
fiscal deficit at 5%, keep the inflation 
rate at around 8% and maintain the 
foreign exchange reserves at $ 5.9 bil¬ 
lion by the end of this financial year. 
The short term crisis will, ther^ore, 
be taken care of. Even after the 
scheduled repayment of about $ 15 
billion external debt during the next 
three years, India's indebtedness is 
likely to touch the $ 97 billion mark 
by the year 1996-97. 

In the near future the prospects of 
concessional and soft loan facilities 
being available in plenty are grim. 
Liberalised imports are likely to 
record impressive growth and if 
this growth is not matched by the 
export growth rate, there is a grave 
danger of India falling into a debt- 
trap. A tight control over inflation 
and fiscal deficit coupled with full 
convertibility of rupee are the major 
pre-requisites for India's wriggling 
out of external debt crises. NRI 
remittances and foreign investment 
are two other areas which need im¬ 
mediate attention. If these two areas 
are tapped as planned, it would go 
a long way to ease out the debt 
strangle. 

With political upheaval in 
several parts of the world, global 
recession, European currency crisis, 
rising oil prices in international 
market and formation of various 
Preferential Trade Arrangements 
(PTAs), India's export are likely to be 
affected adversely. Certain sections 
are advocating that India should 
prepare a case for debt forgiveness, 
under the Brady Han. The plan aims 
at reducing the private external debt 
burden of heavily indebted countries. 
So far ten countries have benefitted 
under this plan and over $ 40 billion 
have been written off since 1983. 
India has so far desisted from 
embracing the plan but difficult four 
to five years ahead might force India 
into this option. 


Condusion 

N the coming years, India is in for 
some tough time ahead. The mis¬ 
conceived sdf-reliance, hitherto ad¬ 
vocated by previous governments, 
has kept India away tom the tech¬ 
nological advancement made by the 
world. Indian exporters today find 
their products totally out of place and 
technologically obsolete. Even 
without the so called 'dictates' of 
World Bank and the IMF, a policy of 
liberalisation was imminent for 
India's external sector to invite 
sophisticated and state-of-the-art 
technologies through collaborations 
and foreign investment. 

The adverse conditions in the in¬ 
ternational market must not deter the 
determination to boost up the export. 
As the problem of foreign debt can¬ 
not be deferred, we all must be 
prepared to make sacrifices in the 
years to come, in the larger national 
interest. After tiding over the next 
crucial five years of debt crises, en¬ 
deavour of planners and policy 
makers must be to place less and less 
reliance to this source of financing. 
After experimenting with existing 
short term policy decisions, a clear 
cut policy with a long term perspec¬ 
tive must be framed which must aim 
at wriggling out of external debt 
crisis by turn of the century. If the 
policy of privatisation of oil explora¬ 
tion clicks and the country achieves 
near self-reliance in the crude oil in. 
the years to come, the problem of 
foreign debt alongwith foreign ex¬ 
change problem would automat¬ 
ically be over. But then this may turn 
out to be a wishful thinking. Afurther 
delay on full convertibility of rupee 
may prove disastrous. A few hard 
financial decisions have already been 
taken and a few still harder ones are 
on the anvil. The external debt is 
resfx>nsibility of the nation and the 
entire nation must strive to repay it 
by absorbing all such hard decisions. 
CMy precaution foe plaimers must 
exercise is to safeguard the interests 
of the vulnerable sections of our 
society. 
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Will Pakistan Disintegrate? 
Troubles and Turmoil Galore 


Since itticmtion in 1947, Pakisfnn 
has been the scene of bitter, prohvif^eit 
power stru^j^les, infighting within the 
riding party, endless group rivalries and 
feuds. Throughout the country's histoiy 
the Army has played a notable role: in 
fact the Army Chief has been in a 
dominant fiositioin, at times iven more 
important than the President and the 
Prime Minister who has to be, in the 
very nature of things, on the right side of 
the Generals. The country was under 
martial law for many years, and since 
the neivly set-up democratic structure is 
fragile, army rule may return at any 
time. 

In recent months there has been 
serious internal trouble in Pakistan 
whose existence as a soi'ereign political 
entity is threatened. 

The country's problems are sticial, 
ethnic, economic and political. There 
have been large-scale disturbanci-s in 
Sind which is described as highly des¬ 
tabilised and, according to some shrewd 
observers, may become another Vietnam. 

1 A mass movement urns launched by Ms 
! Benazir Bhutto, Leader of the Opposi- 
■■ tion in the National Assembly, in 
j November, 1992, with the aim of getting 

■ the Ntnoaz Sharif ministry dismissed on 
! charges of itwfficiency and corruption. 

: Although anti-government rallies and 
i marches were organised, the ‘Tong 
I march" she had planned proved abortive. 

j There is also the seething discontent 
j in the strategic Baluchistan province. 

■ Many people fear that Baluchistan may 
explode and break away from Pakistan. 
The Government in that province has 
been at odds with the Islamabad ad¬ 
ministration and has at times defied it. 
The Pakistan authorities can not afford 
to forget the bitter experience of Decem¬ 
ber, 1971, when following the disin¬ 
tegration of the country, Bangladesh 
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came into existence as an indcftcndent 
country. What would happen if, as the 
cumulative roult of adverse factors, 
there is another break-up? 

Doubts and Uncertainty 

. KKPORTS from foreign 
a"- r / countries indicate that 
, ' more Pakistanis than 

\ ever before question 

; , ' the direction their 

V country is taking and 
its place in the changing world. Un¬ 
certainty about the future feeds the 
suspicion that democracy is not 
working smoothly in Pakistan. 

Corruption permeates the con¬ 
servative Islamic Government, 
Human rights activists claim that vic¬ 
timisation of the political opposition 
is now more prevalent than in the 
darkest days of martial law. The 
country is awash with guns and 
sophisticated weapons. Tribal wars 
also continue. Bandits roam the 
countryside, looting and kidnapping 
innocent people. Drug trafficking has 
become so common that many 
foreign narcotic agents describe 
Pakistan as the "new Colombia" 
which had become notorious for law¬ 
less and dangerous activity. 

Besides, never in the past 40 
years has the relationship with the 
U.S. been so bad. Some commen¬ 
tators are of the view that the 
Americans are being pushed closer 
to India, Pakistan's "traditional 
enemy". Pakistan has been courting 
the newly independent republics of 
the Commonwealth of Independent 
States, formerly parts of the U.S.S.R. 

The Prime Minister is under 
pressure. His attempt is apparent—to 
satisfy different lobbies: the religious 
by talking of the supremacy of Is¬ 


lamic law and the secular 
(businessmen) by promising to ban 
sectarian outfits. 

Ms Benazir Bhutto has been 
drawing impressive crowds at her 
meetings. While the (’resident's j.>er- 
sonal animosity towards Ms Bhutto 
has suffered no dilution, ‘ihe and her 
colleagues in the Opposition still 
hope that either Mr Ishaq Khan 
would soon decide that a change of 
Prime Minister has become necessary 
or that the Army would persuade 
him to reach such a conclusion. 

1 lowever the Opptisititrn has yet 
to decide on their main thnrst. It has 
to settle with one of three persons 
who can do something for them—Mr 
Ishaq Khan, Mr (unejo or the Army 
Chief, Gen Asif Janua. Mr Ishaq Khan 
is at present in no mood tp coun¬ 
tenance either a Bhutto Prime Mini¬ 
stership or the installation of a 
caretaker Priiric Minister who would 
supervise new elections. 

Orthodox Muslims have been 
gaining strength in Pakistan. Their 
demands and assertions are influenc¬ 
ing the course of the country's 
politics. The fact is that from the Per¬ 
sian Gulf to Morocco Muslim zealots 
are gaining strength. 

Pakistan's Opposition and dissi¬ 
dents in the ruling party seem to have 
shifted their hopes onto the Muslim 
League President, Mr Mohammed 
Khan Junejo, considered a rival to 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif. Some 
encouragement has been provided 
by the fact that Mr Junejo had won 
over a sizable number of League par¬ 
liamentarians, who duly raised a 
critical voice but the party president's 
record hardly speaks of any sus¬ 
tained antagonism towards the 
Prime Minister. 
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With d degree of concern, the dd- 
vcKdtes of a change point out that the 
system—b> which they mean 
Cabinet Government under Mr 
Sharif—is on the verge of collapse. 
Ministers openly contradict each 
other on policy. Ministers complain¬ 
ing that the bureaucracy does not 
follow their instructions, a Par¬ 
liamentary Secretary claiming to 
have thrown his resignation letter at 
the face of a Minister and the As¬ 
sembly being constantly afflicted 
with a lack of quorum. 

This malfunctioning .seems to 
have been further compounded by a 
lack of clarity with regard to policy. 
As far as foreign policy is concerned, 
the continued vacillation on Af¬ 
ghanistan would be an example. On 
the domestic front too there arc con¬ 
tradictions—the Prime Minister 
promising to make the Kouran and 
the Sunnah the supreme law even 
while avowing to impose a ban on 
sectarian (and ethnic) organisations. 
If the basic tenets of Islam are to be 
the supreme law, and since there are 
any number of interpretations of 
these tenets, there should conceivab¬ 
ly be some organised bodies to articu¬ 
late the differences and thus help 
resolve them. 

Fear of War 

PAKISTANIS fear that 
vvar may break out on 
<■' / the Siachen front any 
4 \ time in spite of the 

nt'any rounds of talks 
/ ^ with India on this vital 

issue. At the last Delhi talks between 
the two Foreign Secretaries, no agree¬ 
ment was reached, but it was under¬ 
stood that talks on the problem 
would be resumed soon. 

One Pakistani commentati>r said 
conflict "can erupt with full force at 
any time". In this scenario, India w’ill 
make sure of striking everywhere in 
a full-scale war. Israel may help India 
accomplish its aim of destroying the 
Kahuta nuclear facilities through ad¬ 
vanced technology, sophisticated 
weapons and jamming technique via 
its spying satellite. 

The sectarian peace has been 
broken in areas across the length and 


breadth of Pakistan. Unfortunately, 
lack of mutual accommodation and 
the wave of intolerance seem to be 
spreading and expressing itself in 
violence and killings in many parts of 
the country. What makes things 
worse is the indifference of Is¬ 
lamabad to address the substance of 
the issue, seek political solution of 
differences, counsel restraint and get 
the warring communitic's to talk to 
each other. 

A notable aspect of the .sectarian 
wave is the one in northern areas that 
manifested itself in the recent clashes 
in Gilgit. With the scxrtarian divide 
widening there, a battleground 
might bi* opened in northern areas. 
This could provide India with the 
much-needed justification to inter¬ 
vene with the objective of annexing 
the region. Thus, Pakistan will be 
geographically delinked from its 
traditional ally, the People's Republic 
of China. 

Sind and Bhutto Factor 

■n . 4j former Prime Mini- 

' - '/ ster and currently the 
' ■ Leader of the Opposi- 

' tion in the Pakistan Na- 
.'; , . ! A tional Assembly, who 

; i ' has a strong base in 
Karachi, seems determined to get the 
Nawaz Sharif ministry ousted by 
every possible means. She has 
repeatedly described the current Is¬ 
lamabad regime as corrupt, ineffi¬ 
cient and unfit to hold office. She 
claims that she is the kind of 
politician who can bring the country 
to a standstill. She does have a large 
following, and every Pakistani who 
for some reason is discontented with 
the Nawaz Sharif Government seems 
to support her cau.se. 

The four-party People's 
Democratic Alliance had been toying 
with the idea of launching a "I^ng 
March" for some time. A couple of 
months ago the Opposition, under 
Ms Benazir Bhutto's directions, held 
a series of rallies in various cities in 
the northern region. The programme 
of the "Long March", annoimced in 
November, 1992, called for 
thousands of workers from all over 
the country to converge on the 
capital's twin cities for a final march 


to the Parliament complex in Is¬ 
lamabad. The opposition plea is that 
the Government should either make 
Mr Nawaz Sharif quit or dismiss him. 
Ms Benazir Bhutto demands fresh 
elections in the country as she con¬ 
tends that the last round (which 
resulted in her defeat) was rigged. 
She and her supporters believe their 
movement would give "the last push 
to the crumbling edifice". 

But the "Li>ng March" campaign 
was foiled by the Nawaz Sharif 
Government which used the State 
power to the full and the movement 
lost momentum. Her entry into Is¬ 
lamabad and the NWFP was banned; 
it was the first time the Leader of the 
Opposition was banned from enter¬ 
ing the federal capital. 

The Prime Minister blasted the 
opposition and its leader as the latter 
prepared for a cros.s-country train 
journey to sustain their anti-govern¬ 
ment campaign. He declared that he 
would never shake hands with 
"enemies of Pakistan and saboteurs." 
Ms Benazir Bhutto offered to halt her 
"Long March" on Parliament if the 
Government held fresh elections. 

There was a wrangle over the ex¬ 
tent of power the military should be 
given in Sind. 'Ihe military wanted a 
particular constitutional provision 
(Article 245) but the civilian 
authorities never agreed to this 
demand. Instead, the criminal proce¬ 
dure code was specially amended to 
give certain powers to army person¬ 
nel for arresting suspects without a 
warrant. 

In fact the powers of the SHOs of 
police stations were also conferred on ! 
all or most army perstmnel, though 
they preferred to arrest and inter¬ 
rogate rather than use normal court 
procedure. Thus relations between 
the civilian government and the 
military remain strained. 

The conduct of the military in i 
Karachi on June 19 when it start^ to . 
interfere with the MQM was peculiar. I 
The army began to help MQM dissi- [ 
dents to capture specific posts within i 
the party, resulting in considerable 
loss of life. The perception grew that 
the sole purpose of the military inter¬ 
vention in Karachi was to smash the 
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old leadership of MQM and to 
replace it with its dissident leaders. 
At least two ruling party (IJI) Chief 
Ministers, including the Chief Mini¬ 
ster of Punjab, called the army opera¬ 
tion in Karachi unfair. Some 
observers felt that the Army Chief's 
new stance could be construed as a 
threat. He left the job half or quarter 
done because of the lack of adequate 
power. An army spokesman clarified 
the precise mandate given to the 
army was to stop kidnappings for 
ransom, check dacoities and end car 
snatching incidents, nothing more. 
Yet the arming of MQM dissidents 
and tlie arrest and interrogation of 
thousands of MQM supporters are 
unexplained in terms of the above 
mandate and have raised controver¬ 
sial questions. 

Baluchistan—Sore Spot 

V. A THE province of 

S' ''SI Baluchistan has all 

/ along been a sore spot 

in Pakistan, with the 

/./ I '• Baluch people fiercely 

./ \ , ' critical of the Islamabad 
regime. This province 
lies east of Iran and south of Af¬ 
ghanistan. Its southern boundary is 
the shore of the Arabian Sea. Thus, 
destabilising Baluchistan means des¬ 
tabilising Iran and Afghanistan, both 
of which are emerging as strong allies 
of Pakistan. 

Ethnic strife is being encouraged 
between the Baluch and the 
Pakhtoons in the province. This has 
given rise to the demand of the so- 
called southern Pakhtoonistan 
province between the Baluch and the 
Pakhtoons, as advocated by the 
Pakhtoonkhwa Milli Awami Party 
(PMAP). Ultimately, the PMAP 
might strike an understanding with 
the like-minded in NWFP, ANP for 
instance, and other Pakhtoons in 
southern Afghanistan to create the 
much-talked-about "Greater 

Pakhtoonistan". 

This means, in effect, the disin¬ 
tegration of Pakistan. The scenario is 
similar to that in the former USSR in 
the concluding period of Mr 
Gorbachov's leadership. Following 
the proposed establishment of 
"Greater Pakhtoonistan", the Baluch 


might endeavour to establish 
"Greater Baluchistan" by annexing 
the province of Baluchistan, Iranian 
Baluchistan and some adjacent ter¬ 
ritories of Central Asian republics. 
This could lead to a sort of regional 
war among Pakistan, Afghanistan, 
Iran and Central Asian republics. 

Even if war does not erupt, an 
atmosphere of tension, mistrust, eth¬ 
nic divide and hatred might prevail, 
pre-empting any possible rappnx:he- 
ment among these countries to estab¬ 
lish an Islamic bloc, a step which can 
be termed as a historic if these nations 
and the rest of the Muslim survive 
under the present set-up. 

To ensure that such a .scenario 
does not succeed, or to abort it at a 
later stage when the movement of 
anti-State elements from both the 
Baluch and Pakhtoons gains momen¬ 
tum, the Pakistan Government will 
find itself compelled to use the 
military in Baluchistan. Ironically, 
this step would activate the third 
scenario of creating another front for 
the military. 

Financial Scandals 

V. A i MANY financial scan- 

..s'.' , (jgjg of disconcerting 

dimensions have ct>me 
'( ■ to light in recent 
,' -'j months since the days 

. 1 ^ of Mr Zardari, husband 

of Benazir Bhutto, who became 
notorious as "Mr 10 per cent" bv*- 
causc he was alleged to have a pie in 
every large contract or similar trans¬ 
action. These scandals have let! to 
much adverse comment in the Pakis¬ 
tan Press and among the general 
public. 

A U.S. Senate report, released 
early in October, 1992, indicates] that 
the Bank of Commerce and (?redit 
International branch in the United 
Arab Emirates made a payment of 40 
million Pakistani rupees to the late 
President Zia on May 26,1985. A sub¬ 
committee report notes that Pakistan 
was the home of almost all of BCCI's 
top officials, including the founder, 
Mr Agha Hassan Abedi. 

When the military Government 
was replaced following the civil war 
that resulted in the severance of East 


Pakistan into Bangladesh, Mr Abedi 
became cozy with Mr ZulBqar Ali 
Bhutto, making political pay-offe on 
behalf of Mr Bhutto during elections. 
When Mr Bhutto was overthrown in 
1978, in a military coup, Mr Abedi 
.swiftly changed allegiance to his suc¬ 
cessor, General Zia, who later ex¬ 
ecuted Bhutto for financial crimes (in 
which Mr Abedi was clearly in¬ 
volved) and also for murder con¬ 
spiracy. 

The BCCI-Pakistan relationship 
was considered important to both the 
bank and a succession of Pakistani 
governments. Gen Zia's death in a 
plane crash in mid-August, 1988, left 
a vacuum in relationships. However 
the man who bet'ame President, Mr 
Ishaq Khan, had ser\'ed as chairman 
of the BCCI Foundation through the 
eighties. The relationship between 
the BCCT, the Pakistani Government, 
and the BCCI Foundation had been 
deeply tangled from the start. The 
Pakistani BCCI Foundation was 
created as a means of sheltering BCCI 
profits from taxation. In 1981 it 
received tax-free status while Mr 
Ishaq Khan was Minister of Finance. 

In turn the foundation received the 
BCCI's profit from Pakistani opera¬ 
tions and used part of it to finance 
projects the Government could not 
pay for. 

Privatisation Drive 

vA 1 public sector 

rj/ in Pakistan, like its . 
/ counterpart in India, 
was in a mess, the ; 
f i Government decided to ! 
, '• ' go private. In fact Pakis- ' 

tan, according to reports, is trying I 
hard to achieve the distinction of , 
being the country with the fastest ^ 
record of privatisation. The zeal and i 
the speed with which privatisa tion of j 
State assets has been introduced . 
reminds many Pakistanis of the j 
nationalisation in the early 1970s. In . 
just 20 months, 35 State-owned in- ' 
dustrial enterprises have been [ 
transferred to the private sector. 
Another 21 are in different stages ■ 
of privatisation. In addition, two 
public sector banks have been sold 
to the private sector and the sale of 
a third is planned. 




JANUARY ■93 COMPETITION MASTER 423 




Apart from the speed, the 
methods of privatisation have raised 
a controversy. The Muslim Commer¬ 
cial Bank, for instance, was sold to the 
private group whose bid was second 
highest but later was matched with 
the highest bidder. Privatisation of 
the Allied Bank was unique in being 
sold to its employees. 

The rapid privatisation has been 
attacked by the opposition mainly 
the former ruling party, the Pakistan 
People's Party, led by Ms Benazir 
Bhutto. 

Gen Zia in Drug Trafficking 

PAKISTAN'S former 
Army Chief and Prcsi- 
'isnt, Gen Zia-ul-Haq, 
y and his close associates 

had made "untold mil- 
' lions" in illict heroin 
trade, says the latest bt)ok on drug 
trafficking published in the USA 
recently. The book "Drug War", 
author^ by Mr John Marthal, reveals 
that General Zia's close associates in¬ 
cluded one Chief Minister, his per¬ 
sonal pilot, his personal banker and 
the physician of his daughter. 
General Zia, along with them, is al¬ 
leged to have earned more than Rs 
20,tXX) crore a year. 

Heroin was picked up from bor¬ 
der areas near Afghanistan and 
brought to Karachi on government 
trucl^. From Karachi it was sent to 
Europe and the USA. In Pakistani 
tribal areas opium brought from Af¬ 
ghanistan was converted into heroin. 

But the American Government 
overlooked General Zia's involve¬ 
ment in the heroin trade because he 
was needed to carry on USA's war 
against the Soviet Union in Afghanis¬ 
tan. It was for the first time in 1984 
that some heroin smugglers were ar¬ 
rested after protests from the USA. 
They were quietly released later. 

It was only after the Soviet Union 
said it would withdraw its forces 
from Afghanistan that the USA began 
taking public note of Pakistan's in¬ 
volvement in drug running. When 
Ms Benazir Bhutto came to power in 
December, 1988, she began a crack¬ 
down on top drug runners. And if her 
mother Be^m Nusrat Bhutto is to be 


believed, her Government fell be¬ 
cause of this. 

Plight of Minorities 

\j^ . AMONG those living in 
Pakistan but gripped by 
<r' : ■'C discontent are the 
4 minorities who com- 

'' 'V ^ plain that they are being 

i/'i^ continually dis¬ 

criminated against and are not al¬ 
lowed the rights and freedoms to 
which they are entitled. The largest 
minority, the Christians, have 
launched protests against what they 
describe as "a calculated move to 
reduce non-Muslims in Pakistan to 
the status of second class citizens in 
contravention of the assurances 
given by the founder of Pakistan, Mr 
M.A. Jinnah". For several days the 
minorities, led by bishops and priests 
took out processions and held meet¬ 
ings to voice their anger. The police 
resorted to lathi charges and teargas 
shells. 

The immediate cause of the 
protest lodged by the minorities is 
the order requiring them to get 
separate identity cards. The fun¬ 
damentalists in the country had per¬ 
suaded President Ghulam Ishaq 
Khan to include religion in the na¬ 
tional identity cards. This results in 
discrimination on various counts. 
Oddly enough, the Minister for 
Religious Affairs, justifying this in¬ 
clusion, argued that the minorities 
"had not done anything for the crea¬ 
tion of Pakistan". 

The leaders of the fundamen¬ 
talists have meanwhile cautioned the 
Government against accepting the 
demand of the minorities. One of 
them even described the minorities 
as "enemies of the country who want 
to disturb peace and harmony under 
one pretext or other". 

But it is not only the minorities 
who feel upset. Even the Shias have 
been complaining of unfair treat¬ 
ment. They complain of atrocities. A 
specific case that has been high¬ 
lighted by sxnne Shias is the Sunnis' 
demand to declare the Shias as 
"Kafirs" in Pakistan. 

The Hindus and Sikhs living in 
Pakistan do not feel safe, although 


the President and the Prime Minister 
have often held out assurances that 
the fullest protection would be given 
to all minorities and that their 
religious place would be fuUy taken 
care of. But when the fundamen¬ 
talists raise their full cry, the 
minorities feel in.secure. 

Conclusion 

PAKISTAN is distinctly 
unstable and its fragile 
democracy is in danger 
7 ' 4 0^ collapse. The ruling 

J A Trio, comprising ftesi- 

K dent Ghulam Ishaq 

Khan (who is seeking another term), 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and the 
Armed Forces Chief alongwith the 
Generals (who are waiting in the 
wings ready to step in when the par¬ 
ties quarrel ceaselessly, making the 
government impossible) seem to be 
well entrenched. But each party is 
anxiously watching the other and 
waiting for dramatic events to take a 
decisive turn. 

According to reports, Ms Bhutto 
has sought the support of some 
foreign powers. Recently she was 
reported to have held an emergency 
meeting with Consuls of the USA, 
Britain, France, Germany, Holland, 
Iran and Afghanistan. Foreign inter¬ 
vention is, however, unlikely. The 
crisis is wholly internal. Since Mr 
Nawaz Sharif was directly elected by 
the people (the election was 
described by foreign observers as 
free and fair), foreign powers 
would think twice before taking 
any step that would smack of inter¬ 
ference in the internal affairs of 
Pakistan. 

On current showing, the Presi¬ 
dent, the Prime Minister and the 
Armed Forces Chief, acting in 
cooperation, will survive the crisis 
and save Pakistan from crumbling, 
at least for some time to come. But 
the arrangement may not last long 
because the foundations of Pakistan 
are undeniably shaky. The 
dynamics of the internal contradic¬ 
tions in the political set-up are like¬ 
ly to make Pakistan unstable for a 
long time. This Will have a far- 
reaching implication for India's 
security. 
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Science without Conscience 
Ruins Peopie 


"It is the children of science who 
have made the world of today." 

Jawaharlal Nehru 
F science boosts human endeavour 
to chase and challenge the hostile 
forces that obstruct its march towards 
material progress, conscience in 
human beings, provides a bulwark as 
well as a reservoir of resilience, 
restraint, decency and discipline and 
thus makes them responsive and 
responsible citizens of the world. 

There is no denying the fact that 
the tone and temper of life has 
changed beyond recognition as a 
result of science and technology. 
Human beings are behaving more as 
robots than as men/women en¬ 
dowed with heart, soul, senses and 
sensibilities. Science bereft of con¬ 
science, is like a closed tunnel, the 
otho' end of which is dark and dread¬ 
ful. Unwittingly we seem to have fal¬ 
len in blind love with the forces of 
spiritual decay. 

What happens to a people, 
civilization and culture when 
science, bereft of huntan conscience, 
is used for constructive as well as 
destructive ends, is writ large on the 
pages of history, both present and 
past. The exploration, exploitation 
and then explosion of natural resour¬ 
ces, without showing much care and 
concern for the fragile eco-system, is 
an open admission of the fact that the 
success-story of science is not 
without many a pit-falls. The con¬ 
quest of space, after land and sea, is 
the new father that science has ac¬ 
quired but its use for aggressive pur¬ 
poses will be an open invitation to the 
complete collapse of nature's delicate 
balance that has been in existence 
since time immemorial. The reckless 
. cAfopping of the hrst nuclear bombs 


on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, fol¬ 
lowed by an equally mindless 
deployment of biological/chemical 
weapons in different war theatres of 
the world, were the cruel consequen¬ 
ces of science and technology, 
without conscience, ruling the roost. 

All thoughtless advancements in 
the fields of science are bound to set 
in reactions and repercussions that 
might end up only in human misery 
and morbidity. Going against the 
laws of nature and giving up decency 
and discipline in one's aspirations 
and ambitions means a deliberate 
denial of moral inputs for self-sus¬ 
tenance and spiritual sublimity over 
impish instincts and deadly desires. 

After the Industrial Revolution, 
the way human needs, fuelled by 
science and technology, have im¬ 
poverished nature of its life-sustain¬ 
ing equilibrium, is an ample proof of 
the havoc that 'science without 
conscience' can wreak on civilized 
societies. The alarming quantities of 
pollutants, in air, space and water, are 
indications enough of man's wild 
loot of nature for the gratification of 
his ever-growing greed and odious 
obsessions. No other age, in human 
history, has seen so much wanton 
squandering of natural heritage as 
the present one. Standing at the cross¬ 
roads, the real issue is not between 
evil science and good science, but be¬ 
tween those who hope to use science 
and technology in an appropriate 
fashion, with consdratce not as their 
slave but as their master. When huge 
amounts of investment is combined 
with the very best in biological 
science and technology, quite 
remarkable things can happen very 
quickly. If within a decade or two the 


mechanics of life processes become 
the private property of big busi¬ 
ness—^as is happening now when 
new organisms are being 
patented—the ordinary peo pie of 
the world will inevitably end up as 
losers. The fearful frequency with 
which drought, famine and floods 
have afflict^ most parts of Africa 
and Asia should open our eyes to 
the truth that science without 
responsibility invariably brings 
about ruin. 

There is no gainsaying the hard 
foct that science has so afiected our 
lives that today we find ourselves 
under the gigantic grip of this all- 
powerful force. Its parameters, 
frontiers and projections have en¬ 
compassed all to such an extent that 
the face of the world has become as 
captivating as it has become 
crooked. Willingly or unwillingly, 
we have so much surrendered our 
wills, choices and preferences at the 
altar of scientific scrutiny and ra¬ 
tional analysis that now the 
veracity of our ancient myths, 
rituals, epics and folk arts appears 
irrelevant and irrational. 

Lest it be concluded that all 
science is evil, we should be 
cautious enough not to forget that 
science and technology have, by 
now, carved a place for themselves 
in our system. So a person who 
advocates a wholesale jettisoning 
of science, a full reversal of 
development, would look crazy. 
On the other hand, the^same per¬ 
son has every right to ask science 
to be more considerefe, compas¬ 
sionate and conscientious in its 
march towards enquiry, .curiosity 
and. research. 
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DEBAR; DISCUSSION 


World Moving Towards 
Disaster? 


The tribe of cynics and sceptics who 
have repeatally warned their foUowmen 
that the world is heading for doomsday 
and disaster is increasing. Such persons 
can no longer be brushed aside as a small 
group of incorrigible pessimists; their 
pessimism is not without a basis. But the 
optimists are by no means negligible in 
number; at numerous places they 
predominate. The proposition for discus¬ 
sion is: "The world is rapidly moving 
towards doomsday and disaster ." 

MrA Sir, it is with much 
pleasure and full confidesace that I 
advocate the belief that this world 
of ours, faced as it is with in¬ 
numerable problems and hurdles 
to progress, besides the factors that 
have a continually negative impact, 
is rapidly heading towards 
doomsday. I have good reason to 
believe that the number of people 
who have always predicted a 
bright future for the world and 
uninterrupted progress is diminish¬ 
ing. The harsh realities and the 
heart-breaking statistics account for 
the growing pessintism. The Third 
World, by and large, has been in 
considerable distress for decades. 

Its resources have been exploited 
by the big prowers which have be¬ 
come affluent in this process, while 
the developing countries are in 
deep distress. First, there is the bur¬ 
geoning population which by itself 
is eclipsing the nu(;lear threat. The 
Washington-based Worldwatch In¬ 
stitute says in its latest report that 
the population growth is emerging 
as the leading threat to our future. 
The report analyses as many as 36 
environmentally related indicators 
that affect human welfare. It points 
out that growth in food production 


has slowed down dramatically in 
recent years, losing momentum on 
every mmt. Grain production—per¬ 
haps the best single indicator of 
well-being among the world's poor, 
recorded an average growth rate of 
less than one per cent in the past 
seven years, while the population 
has increas^ at the rate of about 2 
per cent in the greater part of the 
world, including India. The World 
Bank data show that per capita 
Gross National Product (GNP) has 
fallen in about 50 countries during 
the 1980s. Population growth in 
these countries, containing 850 mil¬ 
lion people, remains uncl^ked. 

The living conditions are deteriorat¬ 
ing, and the downward process 
wul continue unless radical 
measures are adopted. But of such 
a radical step there is no sign so far. 
There is neitWr the land nor the 
requisite technology to grow 
enough to feed an additional 92 mil¬ 
lion people every year without 
reducing the consumption of the ex¬ 
isting population. The per capita in¬ 
comes have fallen in many 
countries. The net transfer of capi¬ 
tal to the needy regions has come 
down to 12 billion dollars annual¬ 
ly. There is increasing deforesta¬ 
tion, more soil erosion, much 
more pollution through the emis¬ 
sion of poisonous gases, especial¬ 
ly carbon dioxide, by the 
countless motor vehicles, all of 
which cumulatively threaten the 
very existence of humanity. I con¬ 
tend, therefore, that the future is 
dark and dismal. 

MrB I am afraid my predeces¬ 
sor has needlessly painted a 
disheartening picture of the global 
scenario. He nas picked up a few 
negative trends and ignond the 


several factors that efrectively 
counter them and hold out much 
hope for the world. Rret, there is 
the notable reduction in the powef^, 
ful nations' nuclear arsenals. This ia 
in many ways the most reassurii^ 
trend since the first nuclear bombs . 
did havoc in Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, leading cities of Japan, 
the last weeks of World War II. 

There is the consequent decline in . 
the expenditure on military 
weap<ms. The Hot War ended in 
1945 and the Cold War also came to 
a halt a couple of years ago. The 
wide world has b^n free of bitter 
armed warfare, except in some iso¬ 
lated pockets. The resultant savings 
in national military budgets have 
enabled the concerned nations to 
earmark larger funds for economic 
development and other peaceful 
pursuits. This is undeniably a hope- ’ 
ml sign for the entire world and 
should help dispel the clouds of 
gloom on which my predecessor, 

Mr A, and others holding similar . 
views concentrate. For many years, 
the vast humanity pleaded for a 
drastic reduction in armaments so 
as to ensure adequate investments 
on human beings, especially on 
the alleviation of poverty. Now 
that such reductions have 
materialised, many people have 
expressed fears of a deteriorat¬ 
ing state of affairs and virtually 
refuse to hail the new trend. It is 
true that the growing population, 
poses a serious threat to the wel- . 
fare of mankind and it is no less 
serious than the nuclear menace. 
But I would like to draw atten¬ 
tion to the latest worldwide 
move towards small families 
and the family planning 
programmes which are having - 
the desired effect, except in a 
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few pockets (because of intense 
poverty, unemployment and 
colossal ignorance. In China, 
which has the world's largest 
population, the small family 
norm has been widely accepted 
and the country is consequent¬ 
ly an all-round gainer. Of 
course a global effort is called 
for in this direction; but the 
march has already started. It is 
having a notable effect in the 
USA, Canada, Mexico, the 
European continent and many 
other countries. As for food 
production, agricultural re¬ 
search and the notable progress 
in farm technology have shown 
much promise. So in my view, 
there is reason to feel confident 
about the future. Despair and 
pessimism bring no gains. Con¬ 
structive trends should be 
earnestly pursued, without 
giving up the battle. 

MrC Sir, the balance in this dis¬ 
cussion is obviously in favour of 
the proposition under discussion 
and I am surprised at the conten¬ 
tions made by Mr B. His aiguments 
are untenable and wholly superfi¬ 
cial. I would like to ask him and his 
supporters some pertinent ques¬ 
tions. First, there is very little 
evidence to support the view that 
the food production of the wide 
world will increase rapidly as a 
result of the application of new 
farming techniques and modem 
farm inputs such as fertiliseis. 

Farm t^hnology of the latest type 
has been known for the past many 
years but the increase in grain out¬ 
put has been totally inadequate. As 
an expert put it recently, the era of 
iiamatic increases in per capita 
food production of basic foc^stuffs, 
such as grain, is over. The position 
las been either static or is declin- 
*ng. The optimists expected that the 
xmsumption of food per head 
vould go up as the years pass, but 
his has not come.a^ut. The mil- 
ions at the lowest mng of the 
jk^l economic ladder have been 
tuffaing continually and diey have 
lost all hope of a more hopeful era 
luring th^ lifetin^. How is it that 
he average annual increase in 


f rain was about 3 per cent from 
950 to 1984? The output of 
soyabeans, described as the world's 
leading protein crop, shows a 
similar trend. Again, food produc¬ 
tion increased by more than 5 per ' 
cent during the three decades 1950 
to 1980, but the last decade (1980 to 
1990 or so) showed an increase of 
only 2 per cent. Worse, an assess¬ 
ment of the future trends in agricul¬ 
ture indicates that the average 
cropland available per head will 
decrease. Owing to water scarcity 
the world has b^n facing a steady 
decline in the irrigated area. Fer- 
I tilisers and other inputs of this type 
require plenty of water to bear 
fruit, but if water availability is 
decreasing year by year, what hope 
is there for an adequate increase in 
aericultural produce? I would also 
like to draw the attention of this 
House to the persistent wasteful 
trends almost throughout this wide 
world. There is maldistribution of 
resources and there are several end¬ 
less disparities and inequalities. 
These disparities hold out little 
hope about the future. All talk of 
ensuring economic justice, fair play 
and a welfare State seems to be 
more theoretical than practical. The 
net beneficiaries of such campaigns 
have been small in number, ^me 
people point to the end of the Cold 
War as a very promising and hope¬ 
ful development. But let us note the 
realities. TTie Soviet Uruon has 
broken up; there have been a dozen 
civil wars in the new republics; 
there is much anarchy in East 
Europe; there are many ethnic con¬ 
flicts in the region that was Yugos¬ 
lavia. Several factors envisage more 
tuifoulence and hence more misery 
among refugees in Europe and in 
parts of Africa (Somalia is a stand¬ 
ing shame to the modem world). 
The discontent is increasing in 
Western Europe on many counts. 
There is considerable political un¬ 
certainty and there is much un¬ 
employment too. Will all this lead 
to a happier, more equitable world? 

MrD I am afraid my predeces¬ 
sor, Mr C, has drawn some hasty 
conclusions. I corK^e that there are 
several hurdles in die way of sus¬ 


tained human progress, especially 
in the Third World which com¬ 
prises a majority of the global area 
and population. But then the situa¬ 
tion does not call for intense pes¬ 
simism. Rather, we should have 
positive and constructive attitudes 
and pursue well-thought-out 
policies. Through mut^ and sus¬ 
tained cooperation we can ensure 
the best possible use of our resour¬ 
ces. Have we degenerated to such 
an extent that we would cotftinue 
the wasteful practices and tolerate 
misery and destitution amidst eye¬ 
catching luxuries? Tme, natural 
calamities will occur every now and 
then, but impartial people have not 
failed to notice that, except in a few 
cases, relief operations are organised 
by the richer sections of humanity 
with commendable speed. The fact 
that there is much leakage in relief 
funds is a sorry reflection on those 
who are entrusted with the cam¬ 
paigns in various parts of the world. 
The fullest cooperation is of course 
needed to ensure economic justice all 
round. Social and economic 
reformers have not disappeared from 
this world, and there is reason to 
believe that their number will in¬ 
crease as the years pass and as the 
harsh realities dawrn on all sections of 
society. The depth of human misery 
that we see around us must not com¬ 
pel some persons to commit suicide 
or to get gripped by the fear that all 
is lost and that the world is no longer 
worth living. The world goes on mer¬ 
rily, some people continuing to in- 
dtilge in nom^ activities while the 
rest of humanity continues to suffer 
physically and mentally. The real task 
is to lessen misery and destitution 
wherever possible and strive for better 
times. ApCTfect world there never wUl 
be; the golder age may never dawn. 

But human weaknesses and foe injus¬ 
tices have to be seen tfuDugh-There is 
no reason to believe that au human en¬ 
deavour designed to iri^xDve the lot erf 
rnaiikiiKl win go vvaste. Remedies arid 
conectives workslowty, but to abandon 
ah hopeofa just society would amount to 
surrendering to foe din of despair which 
needs to be discarded for go<xi. Cam- 
mon sense and our future demand it 
Inany case, the wenid is certainly not 
moving towards di^ster. 
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Liberty Presents 
The Personal Effects Q/A Quiz 





Answer this quiz 

on shoes, attire and presentability 
and WIN a heavy discount on FORCE 10! 
Over Rs. 200* to be won! 




You’re so good at G.K. and a variety of other subjects. How would 
you like to try this simple quiz and win a SPECIAL DISCOUNT ON 
FORCE 10 as the prize?! 

It takes hardly any effort - and with your kind of awareness and 
knowledge, it should be a cake-walk. (Or, shall we say in 
FORCE 10 language, 'like walking on air!' 

Quiz Format: 


01. How much does good looks of a person contribute to create 
an impression on others? 

□ 20% □ 33% □ 40% □ 70% 

Q2. It is said, 'a man can be judged by the shoes he wears’. Do 
you agree? 

□ Yes □ No □ Maybe 

03. It is easier to tie the shoe lace on the right shoe than the one 
on the left, for most people. (And vice versa for left-handers). 

□ True □ False 

Q4. Liberty makes the following brands of footwear for men and 
women. State which of the following are true or false. 

Windsor for women □ Coolers for men □ 

Footfun for men □ SenorKa for children □ 

Force 10 for women □ Fortune for men □ 

Ricardo for women □ Tiplopp for women □ 

Gliders for men □ 

QS. A slip on is a kind of shoe that: 

□ Has no shoe laces □ Slips on smooth surfaces 

□is so smoothly polished that its surface is slippery. 


RuIm and ItofliiMieM: 

a The Quit is open to all cituens ol India, 
a Employees and relations ol Liberty Qroup MarkeUng 
Division and Montage Advertising Pvl Lid are nol 
eligible lor participation 
a All eniries must be on llvs speciTed formal. 

Photocopies of this ad are acceptable 
a An entrant can send as many entries as ha/she 
likes 

a Prizes wilt be distributed in the form of Discount 
Coupons for purchase of FORCE 10 shoes, 
a AN legibly written entries will qualify 
a The decision of the fudges would be final and 
binding on all participanls. No correspondence win 
be entertained regarding the decision of the judges, 
a Prize winners wHI be intimated by post 

LAST DATE: JANUARY 31. INI. 

Hunyl Act iMWI FW IMS tonal and Mad tat 

Uberty Group Marketing Division 

Liberty House. 4/42, Punjabi Bagh, NewOe*K-100026. 

Pteaae superscribe all anvalopaa ‘LIBERTY FINAL 
ROUND outr. 



Rsgialralton appllad tor. 
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ARGUMENUnON 


Argumentative Questions 
Sociai and Economic Probiems 


The following are ansioers to the 
remaining questions of Paper V 
“Economic and Social Problems" set for 
the Departmental Examination for 
promotion to the posts of Staff Officers, 
Grade "A' — 1991-92. The answers to the 
first five questions of the paper were pub¬ 
lished in our December issue. 

Role of Political Parties 

Q. 6. Explain the role of politi¬ 
cal parties in the Indian democracy. 

Ans. Political parties are indis¬ 
pensable for the working of a 
democratic government; they supply 
the motive power which keeps the 
wheels of administration moving. 
Without political parties there would 
be no unified statement of principle, 
no orderly evolution of policy, no or- 

S anised resort to the constitutional 
evice of parliamentary elections nor 
of the recognised institutions by 
means of which a party seeks to gain 
or maintain power. Without political 
parties there would be factions and 
groups seeking to attain certain ob¬ 
jectives but no properly organised 
and durable mechanism. 

The primary business of a politi¬ 
cal party in India, as elsewhere, is to 
win elections and to form the govern¬ 
ment by securing a majority and then 
pursue its programme. In this 
country we have the multi-party sys¬ 
tem, as in France. There is one lai^e 
party, the Indian National Congress, 
whi^ is at present in power. 

The other national parties are the 
BJP, Janata Dal, CPI, CPM, SJP 
(^majwadi Janata Party), AlADMK, 
Forward Bloc, and a few minor par¬ 
ties. Besides there are several regional 
parties. These are either in power or 
constitute the opposition. 

Because of the multiple parties, a 
few governments are coalitions and 
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hence there is political instability. 
Several States are run by the Con¬ 
gress, while in a few (such as Madhya 
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Himachal 
Pradesh) the BJP is in power. 

Unfortunately, the political par¬ 
ties in this country do not play the 
constructive and educational role 
they are expected to play. The parties 
concentrate on power politics. They 
seem to believe more in confrontation 
and strive all the time to oust the 
ruling party by all possible means. 
The internal organisation of most of 
the parties in India is imdemocratic 
(they rarely hold regular elections). 

There are some communal par¬ 
ties too; their interest obviously is to 
promote the interests of their com¬ 
munity. Most of the political parties 
are however secular; at any rate they 
make a formal commitment to pur¬ 
sue secular ideals as required by the 
law. Besides, these parties do not 
have a regular organisation function¬ 
ing throughout the year. Most of 
these parties become active only at 
election time; during the rest of the 
period between polls they are in vir¬ 
tual hibernation. Money and muscle 
play an important role. Defections 
also mar the scenario. 

Q.7. Discuss any two of the fol¬ 
lowing statements: 

(a) "Indian agriculture is a 
gamble on monsoon." 

(b) Poverty is the root cause of 
all social problems in India". 

(c) "There is a strong need to 
work for the eradication of illiteracy 
on a war footing." 

(d) "Joint family system has no 
place in a modem sod^." 

Ans. (a) Agriculture: Since a 
large part of the country's cultivated 
land depends upon rairuall for irriga¬ 
tion, it is quite true that Indian 


agriculture is a gamble on the mon¬ 
soon. When the rain is inadequate 
and not well distributed, tl}p crops 
suffer and the country has to face the 
problem of food shortage. In fact, the 
Cfoverrunent has to import food even 
when there are short period of 
drought. For instance, in 1992, 
despite the fact that the monsoon was 
good for the fourth year in succes¬ 
sion, the Central Government 
decided to make arrangements for. 
importing about 3 million tonnes of 
wheat to forestall shortages caused 
by drought conditions in parts of 
Gujarat and other areas. Following 
some rain later in the season, the 
Government announced in the Lok 
Sabha on November 24,1992, that no 
further imports of grain would be 
needed. , 

The reality is that adequate ir¬ 
rigation facilities are available only in 
some areas in the shape of canals, 
tube-wells, pump-sets, dams, tanks 
etc. Famine-like situations are wit¬ 
nessed whenever the rains fail. Al¬ 
though the Government draws up 
ambitious plans to develoo and ex¬ 
pand irrigation facilities, the progress 
is slow b^use of mismanagament, 
corruption at various levels and the 
basic flaws in the projects. In some 
cases there are agitations by the 
people who would be displaced by 
the construction of dams (Narmada, 
Sarovar dam projects, for instance). 
Such agitations organised by politi¬ 
cally motivated or motivatea groups 
also delay the implementation of ir- 
rigation schemes, creating multi¬ 
faceted problems. 

(b) Poverty—basic cause: 

There is little doubt that poverty is 
the root cause of many of this 
country's social and ottier problems. 
The menace of poverty in mdia con¬ 
tinues to be of staggering propcMrtions 



despite the series of povoty^ allevia¬ 
tion programmes launched by the 
Union Gwenun«it. A redistribution 
of resources and a higher growth rate 
of the economy are among the objec¬ 
tives of the ambitious five year plans, 
but progress in these fields is tardy. 
The economic imbalances, the lop¬ 
sided economy, the spectre (rf over¬ 
population, the massive un¬ 
employment (it is both a cause and an 
eff^ of poverty), the heart-rending 
starvation and destitution, the mas¬ 
sive illiteracy, the ruthless exploita¬ 
tion of children, the unsatisfactory 
eruolment in schools and the large 
percentage of drop-outs, the problem 
of beggars, various other social 
malpractices, the increasing crimes, 
including thefts, robberies and extor¬ 
tions, low morality and immoral traf¬ 
fic in various forms—are all 
consequences of poverty. If the 
economic conditiorrs of the lowest 
category of the population improve, 
that is, if the poverty percentage is 
sharply reduced, many of the 
countrys social problems would be 
solved. 

(c) Eradication of illittfacy: Il¬ 
literacy among the masses is a major, 
long-standing evil in this country. It 
is the lack of education and of 
knowledge in general that accounts 
for many problems, handicaps, un¬ 
employment continuing backward¬ 
ness of the country, the persistence of 
social and economic malpractices, 
etc. liie (Government has launched 
literacy drives from time to time and 
also appointed committees and com¬ 
missions, but the progress is very 
slow. Therefore there is a strong need 
to launch literacy drives on a war 
footing and accord it the highest 
priority in our development 
programmes. As long as millions of 
people are illiterate, me coimtry can¬ 
not be expected to make notable 
progress in various arenas. Illiteracy 
explains our colossal backwarcl- 
ness—scxrial, economic and, to a large 
extent, even political. The masses are 
still gripped by superstition and ob¬ 
solete scKial customs and practices. 
Literacy and enlighterunent would 
facilitate all-round advancement. 
The (Gcwemment's calculation is that 
as a result of the literacy drives the 


vast majority of the people would be¬ 
come literate by die end of the cen¬ 
tury, that is, within a decade or so. 
The percmtage of illiterate people 
would be reduced to 10 if a literacy 
drive launched on a war fbotii^ fully 
succeeds. Slow implementation of 
literacy plans will not do. The 
Literacy Mission has not achieved 
mucdt. 

(d) Joint family system: In 
modem India the traditional joint 
family system indeed has no place 
because of the trends towards 
economic independence, the desire of 
married persons and other adults to 
live separately from their parents and 
other elders so as to lead an inter- 
ference-h«e life. The generation gap 
and the desire to shake off ob%ations 
and duties towards parents, especial¬ 
ly ailing ones who need constant at¬ 
tention, are making an impact. Most 
adults find it irksome to be bound by 
the curbs and restrictions on their 
movements which living in a joint 
family imply. Young people want 

E rivacy and independent living; they 
ave niends and colleagues whom 
they like to entertain in their own 
homes even at odd hours, away horn 
the strict gaze of the elders. Soon after 
marriage, young men and women 
want to live separately from their 
parents and parents-in-Iaw. The in¬ 
dividualistic attitudes which create 
new problems of behaviour are be¬ 
coming common in modem society. 
Where there is some property to be 
shared, the tendency among young 
men and women is to demand their 
share promptly. The system of the 
joint family in which there are joint 
sharers and inheritance goes by sur¬ 
vivorship is not liked by youth. So it 
is clear that the joint family system is 
out of place in modem society. 

Fundamental Rights and 
Duties 

Q. 8. Tor India's progress it is 
necessary to pay more attention to 
Fundamental Duties than to Fun¬ 
damental Rights.” Discuss this 
statement 

Ans. One of the problems which 
toe country feces at present is that the 
people invariably lay emphasis on 


the numerous rights, bask and other, 
whidt they insist are essential to i 
enable them tolead a happy existence | 
and devek^ their personality but > 
they do not hdfil their duties and Jl 
obligations. It was with this feet In I 
view that Artkle 51-A was insoted in ^ • 
the Constitution by the 42nd Amend¬ 
ment, 1976. The Amendnrent brin«‘ 
the Constitution in line with Art 29 W 
of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights and toe Constitutions 
of several other countries such as ' 
Japan and China. 

There is no gainsaying the fact 
that if all citizens of India discharge 
their duties, this country would be a 
happier and more prosperous place 
to live in. In fact this country carmot 
make adequate progress unless all rtf 
us conduct ourselves as respcmstole 
citizens. In the USA and Britain, 
people are fully conscious of todr ' ‘ 
duties and responsibilities; they are 
not unmindful of their obligations to 
the society in which they live. In 
India the people expect the (Govern¬ 
ment to do everything for them while 
they themselves contribute little to 
the common good. 

Let us be quite honest and con¬ 
scientious. How many of us dis¬ 
charge the duties enjoined upon us 
by ^tide 51-A which says that it 
shall be the duty of every citizen to 
uphold and protect the sovereignty, 
unity and integrity of India, to 
promote harmony and spirit of com¬ 
mon brotherhood amongst the 
people transcending religious, lin¬ 
guistic, regional and sectional diver¬ 
sities to renounce practices 
derogatory to the dignity of wesnen, 
protect and improve the environ¬ 
ment and strive towards excellence in 
all spheres etc. 

It is true to say that without 
duties there can be no rights. (Govern¬ 
ment and society provide us oppor¬ 
tunities and privileges. We must 
make sure, as far as lies in our power, 
to ensure that others also enjoy toe 
same rights and privileges; other¬ 
wise, we are being unfair and become 
bad dtizens. Like rights, our duties 
are also moral and leg^; we must 
develop a sodal consdence in this 
arena. 
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VOCABUURY 


Improve Your Word Power 


1. altruistic: {a) notorious (b) wicked (c) unselfish 
(d) timid. 

2. beef (v): (a) confine (b) shock (c) complain (d) 
surprise. 

3. credo: (a) belief (b) pollution (c) expression (d) 

logic. 

4. diddle: (a) guide (b) condemn (c) polish (d) cheat. 

5. empathy: (a) definition (b) understanding (c) cor¬ 
rection (d) error. 

6. flair (a) taste (b) gesture (c) sensibility (d) con¬ 
fusion. 

7. galore: (a) scarcity (b) compulsion (c) arrogance 
(d) plenty. 

8. hamstring: (a) torture (b) harass (c) cripple <d) 
compel. 

9. interloper (a) researcher (b) intruder (c) adven¬ 
turer (d) hawker. 

10. leer (al Vheer up (b) stop suddenly (c) fight fier¬ 
cely (d) look maliciously. 

11. macabre: (a) interesting (b) ghastly (t) pleasant 
(d) helpful. 

12. ninepins: (a) great numbers (b) hue and cry (t ) 
arson and looting (d) death and destruction. 

13. odium: (a) publication (b) approval (c) disgust (d) 
defiance. 

14. prod: (a) urge (b) refuse (c) deny (d) discourage. 

15. racket: (a) dishonest group (M dedicated workers 
(c) illegal transaction (d) mourners. 

16. smirk: (a) anger (b) frustration (c) devotion (d) 
grin. 

17. transpire: (a) hide (h) reveal (c) happen (d) reflect. 

18. verve: (a) simplicity (b) vigour (c) hatred (d) sym¬ 
pathy. 

19. wow: (a) push (W agitate (() impress (d) depress. 

20. yell: (a) inspire (b) perspire (c) instigate (d) shout. 

ANSWERS 

1. altruistic: (r) unselfish, generous, benevolent. 

—Environmentalists, the world over, are moved by 

altruistic motives, to protect the highly disturbed eco-sys- 
tem. 

2. beef(v): (c) complain, grumble. 

—Some persons instead of facing the odds boldly, 
keep beefing aoout the unpleasant situations around them. 

3. credo: (a) belief, creed. 

—The extremist political credo has no place/relevance 
in a democracy. 

4. diddle: (d) cheat. 

—Due to under-weighing and spurious marketing of 
consumer goods, ordinary buyers get diddled every now 
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and then. 

5. empathy: (h) understanding, comprehension. 

—There is a strange empathy between the old lady and 

her grand-son. 

6. flair (a) taste, gift, ability, talent. 

—Despite incentives and pressures from the parents, 
the girl failed to show much fuiir for music. 

7. galore: (d) plenty. 

—He is lucky enough to have books, friends, and 
money ,V'^/erc. 

8. hamstring: (c) cripple, destroy. 

—Many projects of social relevance/utility are 
hamstrung/hamstringed by lack of funds. 

9. interloper (h) intruder, trespasser. 

- Security guards were .stationed at the door to deal 
with any interlopers. 

10. leer (d) look/glance (maliciou.sly/ainningly). 

—He is a street Romeo, always in the habit of leering 

at the fair sex. 

11. macabre: (Wghastly,grotesque. 

—Having seen the late night movie dealing with a 
macabre ghost story, he could not sleep the whole night. 

12. ninepins: (a) great numbers. 

—There is a’lot of flu about—people are going down 
(catching the disease) like ninepins. 

13. odium: (r) disgust, hatred. 

—The arrogant employer incurred the odium of 
everyone by sacking the old caretaker. 

14. prod: (a) urge/motivate/goad. 

—A complacent society/nation always needs a crisis 
to prod it into action. 

15. racket: («) dishonest/illegal group. 

—The police claim to have busted a racket of booking 
clerks who used to sell used railway tickets. 

16. smirk: (d) grin, silly smile, grimace. 

—The mother advised her daughter to behave proper¬ 
ly and wipe that smirk off her face. 

17. transpire: (c) happen, occur. 

—What transpired between the two Prime Minist^ in 
their closed-door meeting, does not find any mention in 
the joint communique/statement. 

18. verve: (h) vigour, fervour, enthusiasm. 

—Any artistic/literary work done with xkrve 
produces a spontaneous/instant response. 

19. wow: (c) impress. 

—^The 'SAARC Cultural Festival' held recently in 
New Delhi umivd the viewers beyond all expectations. I 

20. yell: (d) shout, cry. > 

—Tl\e mother keeps yelling (out) at her unruly child. 

_I 



ECONOMIC SCENE 


ECONOMIC SCENE 


Q. Make an assessment of 
planning in India and the need for 
decentralised planning. 

Ans. With a view to achieve 
higher growth rate in the eatnomy, 
the Indian policy makers opted for 
economic planning for the country in 
the form of five year plans. The ques¬ 
tion whether or not the main ob^c- 
tives of planning, like rapid economic 
development, equitable distribution 
of economic resources, rapid in¬ 
dustrialisation, redressal of economic 
imbalances and higher employment 
generation, have been achieved is a 
matter of debate. 

Admittedly, there have been 
some .spheres which witnessed fan¬ 
tastic growth as was envi.saged in the 
objectives. The grt>wth of CNP is one 
such area. Upto early eighties the In¬ 
dian economy grew at an average an¬ 
nual rate of 3.5'^, the so called 
"Hindu-Growth Rate". It was during 
eighties that a higher growth rate of 
5% per annum was achieved and the 
Eighth Five Year Plan targets tor 5.6% 
growth rate of GNP. Rapid in¬ 
dustrialisation has put India in the 
forefront of industrialised nations. 
The "Green Revolution" heralded a 
new era in agriculture production 
and brought a near-self-sufficiency in 
foodgrain production. As a result the 
total foodgrain production increased 
manifold from about 50 million ton¬ 
nes at the outset of planning to 176.5 
million tonnes during 1991-92. The 
saving and investment rate has been 
quite encouraging. The saving rate 
was around 24 to 25% upto early 
eighties, which has now dropped to 
20% level, thanks to a phenomettal 
spurt of consumerism in the country. 

But then the glaring inade¬ 


quacies of planning process might 
overshadow the above achieve¬ 
ments. The major areas where plan¬ 
ning could not make sufficient 
inroads are income redistribution 
and employment generation. Even at 
the end of 5th Five Year Plan it was 
realised that over 48% of Indian 
population still lived in abject pover¬ 
ty. In addition, the economy has 
failed to provide employment to mil¬ 
lions of educated youth. Moreover, 
the gains of GNP growth rate have 
been nullified to a larger extent, by a 
high population growth rate. The 
performance of external sector has 
also been dismal. Even the socuv 
economic indicators in India are 
among the lowest in the world. 

The poor performance of plan¬ 
ning on all above accounts, has 
foro^ the policy makers to review 
the entire planning process. One way 
offered is decentralisation of plan¬ 
ning machinery. Surely, a centralised 
planning of the type which existed in 
the communist countries has never 
been in vogue in India. But it is not 
decentralised either. In the existing 
system most of the priorities for in¬ 
vestment are determined by the Plan¬ 
ning Commission. State Govements 
arc asked to submit their proposals 
but the Planning Commission usual¬ 
ly has the last word. In a 
decentralised planning system, 
which may be in consonance with the 
spirit of Indian federalism, a broad 
allocation is made by the Planning 
Commission and detailed project- J 
wise/scheme-wise allocation is done 
by the State governments. The State 
governments in turn, resort to district 
and blocl^ level plans, with some key 
schem^ kept rested for implemo^ 
tation a^ the Stiue level. Such a pfan 
will not ^y nieet the aspirations of 
most of the States who ^lambur for 


more financial powers but will also 
go a long way in rapid poverty 
eradication, increased employment 
generation and removal of regional 
disparities. 

The decentralisation is only one 
of the means to revamp the planning 
process. The key word is implemen¬ 
tation. Proper implementation of all 
plans with firm determination aiul 
sen.se of commitment on part of im¬ 
plementing agencies will surely be 
instrumental in achieving rapid 
economic development. Undoubted¬ 
ly, the resources are limited and call 
for an optimum allocation. 

f 1 tl 

Q. 'The targets set by National 
Literacy Mission are difficult to 
achieve." Discuss. 

Ans. President Dr S.D. Sharma's 
recent observation that the fact that 
India has the largest number of il¬ 
literates in the world is a virtual "slap 
in the face of our country" need not 
be over-emphasised. The framers <rf 
our Constitution had desired to pro¬ 
vide compulsory and free education 
to all children below 14 years of age 
within a 15-year time frame. But the 
literacy programmes were given low 
priority in our planning as a result of 
which even after 45-year of inde¬ 
pendence over 35 crore Indians of all 
ages are still illiterates. 

National Literacy Mission 
(NLM) launched by the Govt with 
nfanfare in 1988, proposes to cover 8 
/crore illiterates by the end of Eighdi 
; Five Year Plan. As a result the literacy 
( percentage would rise from the exist¬ 
ing 52% to 70%. This would also 
mean that every citizen falling in the 
age group of 15 to 35 years is 
proposed to be turned literate during 
this period. 
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Achieving a target of this mag¬ 
nitude is nc>t an easy task. Among 
several problems, po\'erty is the most 
crucial. Even if primary or middle 
standard ixlucation is declared free 
and compulsory, it may fail to attract 
all children in rural and poverty 
stricken areas. “Drop-outs" are yet 
another obstacle. In States like Bihar, 
Andhra l*radesh, Assam, Karnataka 
and Tripura the number of primary 
sch<x>I dropouts is as high as W to 
65%. A very difficult situation exists 
in these States and achieving the total 
literacy target by 2000 A.D. appears 
to be a distant dream. The socio-cul- 
tural factors may also prove to be 
another hindrance. A special drive is 
required to involve voluntary or¬ 
ganisations, women organisations 
and social workers, particularly in 
rural and tribal areas, to draw maxi¬ 
mum possible women within the 
ambit of literacy mission. 

More tlian primary education, 
due emphasis is rc*quired to be placed 
on adult education. A literate mother 
would certainly ensure that her fami¬ 
ly is educated. With a view to educate 
the deprived sections of our society 
adult education must receive a high 
priority in the NLM. An effort is re¬ 
quired to draw all illiterates to the 
nearest adult education centnr. It may 
not be possible for the government 
agencies to open adult education 
centres in all the villages. The 
programme has to be transformed 
into a people's programme. It must 
also make inroads into the urban 
slums. 

While strengthening of adult 
education programme is essential for 
eradication of adult illiteracy, toning 
up of formal education system is also 
required for better results of primary 
cxlucation. The existing facilities in 
government run primary school calls 
for requirement of huge funds to en¬ 
sure availability of bare-minimum 
necessities, notwithstanding the tall 
claims under "operation black¬ 
board". In addition, a non-formal 
system of primary education, to cater 
to the needs of children working for 
wages, for children working 


wholetime in household duties and 
for children in school-less habitats 
needs to be evolved. Voluntary agen¬ 
cies, supported by government agen¬ 
cies can effectively cater to this 
requirement. Emphasis must also be 
laid on open learning system and 
development of vocational skills. 

All these measures will help 
achieving universal literacy and 
more literate and trained human 
resources may be able to contribute 
more positively towards economic 
development of the country. It is, 
therefore, high time that priorities of 
planning arc a'arranged to provide 
due place to the literacy programmes. 


Industrial Liberalisation 
Policy _ 

Q. Write a short-note on the na¬ 
ture and effects of industrial 
liberalisation in India. 

Ans. Since independence 
India's industrial sector has grown 
w'ith due caution under stringent 
regulations and controls. Industries 
have bt^en subjected to a wide variety 
of controls in the form of barriers to 
entry and expansion exercised 
through industrial licencing, reserva¬ 
tion of a large number oi industries 
for the public sector, bureaucratic 
delays for exit of a firm from an in¬ 
dustry and price control over several 
industrial products. Various controls 
have also been exercised through acts 
like FERA and MRTP. Stiff tariff rates 
protected Indian industries from 
fierce international competition. 

Indian industries showed rapid 
development over the past four and a 
half decades. As against 3.5% average 
annual rate of industrial growth 
during the sixth Five Year Plan, the 
Seventh Plan registered an average 
annual industrial growth rate of 
8.5%. 

But now it is being realized that 
the controls and licencing have out¬ 
lived their utility. The technological 
advancement has eluded Indian in¬ 
dustries and exports from India's 
manufacturing sector are almost 


stagnant. This has warranted for a 
fresh look at the existing policies of 
regulations and controls. 

'The industrial policy statement 
of July 22, .1991 has set-out the broad 
outlines of national Industrial Policy 
for the years to come. In many 
respects it signifies a return to In¬ 
dustrial Policy Resolution of 1956 
with only one major exception ».e. 
reduction of industrial activities, ex¬ 
clusively reserved for the f>ublic sec¬ 
tor, from 17 to 8 industries. New 
licences are now required only for 
sectors like defence equipment, ex¬ 
plosives, aerospace electronics, coal, 
alcohol, petroleum, sugar, motor 
cars, edible oil etc. Nine additional 
sectors have been thrown open to the 
private sector. Moreover, to em¬ 
phasise on efficiency and account¬ 
ability in the public .sector, it has been 
decided to disinvest a fairly large 
proportion of government equity 
from the public sector undertakings. 
Steps have also been taken to ensure 
non-debt creating direct inflow of 
foreign capital. The limit of foreign 
equity holding in the Indian com¬ 
panies has also been raised from 40% 
to 51 % in several priority industries. 

The present policy of industrial 
liberalisation is a vision in future. A 
more liberalised and deamtrolled in¬ 
dustrial sector will invite and en¬ 
courage more investment, setting up 
of more industries and toning up of 
public sector undertakings. A more 
liberalised inflow of foreign equity in 
certain Indian companies will 
modernise the obsolete manufactur¬ 
ing technology. Non-debt creating 
foreign investment inflow will result 
in a better foreign exchange posi¬ 
tion and manufacturing technology 
will make Indian exports more com¬ 
petitive. The changes, recently 
made by the government, in FERA, 
approving removal of licences for 
expansion of companies, will help 
the big business houses to grow and 
reap the benefits of economies of 
scale in production.'*'The process of 
liberalisation has just started and its 
effects will b.e observed in due 
course only. 
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PERSONAUTY DEVELOPMENT 


Don’t be Afraid of Failures 


You cannot leant without 
failtures 

NY one who wants to eliminate a 
losing streak and wants to be¬ 
come a winner one is bom to be can 
do so. Modern psychologists hold 
that every one has the potential to 
develop and extend to be a winner; 
"to be a real person, an alive person, 
an aware person." 

Never think of yourself as a loser. 
Don't be afraid of failures. You can¬ 
not learn without some failure. 
Everyone who has ever achieved 
anything has experienced a great 
deal of failure. But you need never 
label yourself as a failure in the 
process. Once you think of yourself 
as a failure, you set yourself up to 
view yourself in negative terms. 
When this happeas, you are doomed 
to believe the poppycock that you are 
a loser in life. 

When you pursue a goal that you 
set for yourself and fail to achieve, 
you are not a failure as a person; you 
just have to learn from experience 
and move on to other goals for your¬ 
self. Labelling yourself as a loser will 
keep you away from growing. Edison 
was once asked how he felt to be a 
failure after some 25,000 futile at¬ 
tempts to invent a storage battery. He 
replied, "Failure? I'm not a failure at 
all. 1 now knew twenty five thousand 
ways not to make a battery." Give up 
the notion that losing at anything is 
equivalent to being a loser. You can¬ 
not invent anything if you view your¬ 
self as a loser merely because you 
have not succeeded yet. Everything 
that you choose to do can be ap¬ 
proached from a position of having a 
winning attitude. Never think of 
yourself as a loser. When you lose, be 
a good loser with lots of sportsman¬ 
ship. "The marmer in which a man 


wins life's battles shows something 
of character", says Artemus Cal¬ 
loway, "The manner in which he 
loses shows all." 

Born to win 

ACH Human Being Ls bom with 
the capacity to win at life. Each 
has his unique potentials. Each can be 
a productive person, a winner. A win¬ 
ner is not a person who makes some¬ 
one else lose. A winner is one who 
responds authentically by being 
credible, trustworthy, responsive and 
genuine both as an individual and as 
a member of a society. A loser is one 
who fails to respond authentically. 

Winning is an internal process. It 
is the ability to think of yourself as a 
winner (because you are operating 
on inner signals) in virtually all life 
situations. You dt) not have to beat 
someone else in order to be a winner 
if your self-worth is based on an inner 
rather than, an external scale. 

Though people are bom to win, 
they are also bom helpless and \whol¬ 
ly dependent on their environment. 
Winners make the transition from 
total helplessness to independence 
and then to interdependence. Losers 
do not. Somewhere along the line 
they begin to avoid becoming 
responsible for their own lives. 

Losers are anxious, trapped un¬ 
happy, without purpose,, immobi¬ 
lized, half-dead or bored to death. 

A loser seldom lives in the 
present; he destroys the pre.sent by 
focussing on past memories or future 
expectations. 

The loser is self-pitying and shuf¬ 
fles off responsibility for an unsatis¬ 
factory life upon others. Blaming 
others and excusing himself are often 
part of his games. 


He is unable to think for himself, 
see for himself, hear for himself, feel 
for himse;f or touch or taste for him¬ 
self. Unable to bring the full potential 
of his senses into the immediate 
situation his perceptions are incor¬ 
rect, or incomplete. He sees himself 
and others through a prison-like dis¬ 
tortion. His ability to deal effectively 
with the world is hampered. 

Traits of winners 

UTONOMY does not frighten 
winners. They are able to sustain 
it. Autonomy is a top winner quality. 
Man is a deciding being. Being 
autonomous means being self- 
governing, determining one's own 
destiny, taking responsibility fOr 
one's own actions and feelings. 

Winners may lose ground oc¬ 
casionally and may even fail. Yet in 
spite of set-backs they maintain a 
basic self-confidence. 

Winners are not afraid to do their 
own thinking and to use their own 
knowledge. They can sift facts from 
opinion and do not pretend to have 
all the answers. They listen to others, 
evaluate what they say, but come to 
their own conclusions. Though they 
admire and respect other people, 
they are not totally defined, smashed, 
bound or awed by them. 

Winners do not play "helpless" 
nor do they play the blaming game. 
Instead they assume full respon¬ 
sibility for their own lives. They do 
not give others false authority over 
them. They are their own bosses and 
know it. 

Winners have a right .sense of 
timing. They respond appropriately 
to the situation. Their responses ate 
related to the message sigiralled and 
preserve the significance, worth well¬ 
being afnd dignity of the people inr 
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volved. They know that for every¬ 
thing there is a season and for every 
activity a time. 

To winners time is precious. They 
don't kill it, but live it here and now. 
Living in now does not mean that 
winners foolishly ignore their own 
past or fail to prepare for the future. 
Rather, winners know their past, are 
aware and alive in the present, and 
look forward to the future. 

Winners learn to know their feel¬ 
ings and limitations and to be un¬ 
afraid of them. They are not stopped 
by their own contradictions and am¬ 
bivalences. They can give and receive 
affection. They are able to love and to 
be loved. 

Winners can be sponstaneous. 
They do not have to respond in pre¬ 
determined, rigid ways but can 
change their plans when the situation 
calls for it. They are free to do their 
own thing, but not at the expense of 
others through exploitation and/or 
apathy. 

Winners have a zest for life, en¬ 
joying work, play, food, other people, 
and the world of nature. Winners 
enjoy their achievements without 
guilt. Without envy they enjoy the 
achievements of others. 

Although winners can enjoy 
themselves freely, they can also 
postpone enjoyment, can discipline 
themselves in the present to enhance 
their enjoyment in the future. They 
are not afraid to pursue wliat they 
want, but they do so in appropriate 
ways. They do not get their security 
by controlling others. They are overly 
security-minded. They realize that 
"Life is either a daring adventure, or 
nothing." 

Winners care about the world 
and its people. They are not isolated 
from the general problems of .society 
but are concerned, compassionate, 
and committed to improving the 
quality of life. They work to make the 
world a better and happier place. 
Their heart is flooded with the under- 
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standing of itself and of others. 

The hallmark of winners is 
authenticity. They experience self¬ 
reality by knowing, being and be¬ 
coming credible, responsive pers<.ms. 
They actualize their own uniqueness 
and appreciate the uniqueness of 
others. 

Winners are themselves and do 
not waste their energy putting on 
performance, maintaining pretence 
and manipulating others. They can 
reveal themselves instead of project¬ 
ing image's that please, provoke or 
entice others. They do not need to 
hide bt'hind a mask. They throw off 
unrealistic self-images of inferiority 
or superiority. 

Traits of Losers 

t^ERS spend much of their time 
play—acting, pretending, mani¬ 
pulating and perpetuating old roles 
from childhood. lA)sers invest their 
energy in maintaining masks, often 
projecting a phony front. They are 
not spontanettus. They are afraid to 
try new things and instead maintain 
their own status ijuo. They are 
repeaters, repeating not only their 
own mistakes, but often those of their 
families and culture also. 

Losers have difficulty giving and 
receiving affection and do not enter 
into intimate, honest direct relation¬ 
ships with othei's. Instead, they try to 
manipulate them into living up to 
their expectations. Their energies are 
<iften channelled into living up to the 
expectations of others. 

Move straight to the chosen 
goal 

LWAYS think of yourself as a 
winner. Thinking like a winner 
means not always have to defeat 
some one. It means being able to 
grow from a situation in which you 
fail to reach your goal. It means not 
coming dow'n on yourself; it means 
refusing to allow self-repudiating 
thoughts into your head. It involves 
pushing out the inclination to 
evaluate yourself in comparison with 


others, and permitting yourself to be 
the unique person you are. Remem¬ 
ber that you can grow as much from 
failures as from successes. 

Feel yourself as a winnw. Decide 
to work at not becoming depressed, 
traumatized, angry, guilty, ne^lessly 
fearful, self-rejecting or anxious as a 
reaction to problems, life experimees 
and challenges. These emotional 
reactions lead to immobilization. 
Feeling like a winner is possible even 
in the worst of times or in the most 
frustrating situations. Your emotion¬ 
al reaction to all life's activities, and 
all your individual pursuits is entire¬ 
ly upto you and the way you decide 
to think. Doinif something about a 
problem is the winning approach, 
while sitting around and feeling bad 
is the self-defeating tactic. When you 
are busy doing and not thinking and 
evaluating your performance all the 
time, especially in comparison with 
others, you are too involved in life to 
have negative emotional reactions. 
Determination, yes! Expressing 
quickly and painlessly your frustra¬ 
tion, yc's! But wallowing around in 
the mire of self-reproach, anger, 
depression, despair, self-pity and the 
like—never for a winner. 

Elehave as a winner in all of your 
life situations, experiences and ac¬ 
tivities. Relax, stop trying so hard, 
kK)k for something beneficial in tight 
situations rather than let circumstan¬ 
ces defeat you. View others as they 
are, instead of as they should be. 
Adopt the winners' position: I'm OK, 
you're OK. People with this position 
feel "life is worth living"; they can 
solve their problems coristructively! 
Their expectations are likely to be 
valid and they accept the significance 
of people. Conduct yourself as if you 
were who you want to be. As 
Shakespeare said, "Assume a virtue 
if you have it not" As Elbert Hubbard 
put it, 'Try to fix firmly in yoyr mind 
what you would like to do and then 
without veering off course, you will 
move straight to the goal.. All things 
come through dgsire. We become tlwt 
on which our hearts are fixed." 




DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS 


The folUming are answers to ques¬ 
tions put in the Descriptive Test for the 
BSRB (Patna) Clerical Cadre post ex¬ 
amination held in September, 1992. 

We thank Mr Mukul Bouri of 
Adrapurulia (W.B.), Mr Lakshman 
Kumar Beson (Dist. Sambalpur, Orissa), 
Mr fyoti Shekhar (Patna), Mr Bijendra 
Kumar, Giridih (Bihar), Mr Debraj 
Sahoo (Cuttack) and Mr H.R. Sub- 
ramanya Bhatt (Bangalore) for sending 
us a copy of the question paper. 

Q. 1. 'The poor remain poor be¬ 
cause they do not work hard." Give 
two arguments in favour and two 
arguments against the viewpoint ex¬ 
pressed in this statement 

Ans. Despite all the ambitious 
anti-poverty programme launched 
by the Government from time to time 
and the heavy investment^ made in 
the effort to alleviate poverty, the per¬ 
centage of people living in destitu¬ 
tion, though smaller now than a 
couple of decades ago, is disconcert¬ 
ing. The percentage is higher in rural 
areas than in towns, though it is by no 
means insignificant in the latter case. 

Arguments for the view 

1. Except people who inherit a 
fortune from rich parents, those who 
are well off have earned most of the 
money they possess by the sweat of 
their brow. Right from the beginning 
of their career they have worked 
hard. In contrast, the people who 
have throughout their life remained 
idlers and shirkers are poor. Wealth 
has to be earned through persistent, 
ceaseless effort; money does not fall 
into anyone's lap on its own. 

2. People who do a little work 
and then leave the rest to God in the 
belief that He, the sujj>reme benefac¬ 
tor, would be merciful to them espe¬ 
cially because they spend a long time 
in prayers and worship in a temple, 
gurdwara, most^ or church seldom 
succeed in life. They may get some 
food in a "langar" somewhere, but 
for their plight they have themselves 


to blame. Of course they atvy those 
who live very comfortably ^t the 
latter category comprises people who 
work day and night, with full devo¬ 
tion, disregarding the vagaries of the 
weather, flieir personal comfort and 
convenience. It is hard work that 
brings handsome dividends, not sit¬ 
ting idle and hoping for the best. 

Arguments Against the View 

1. The statement is not wholly 
correct because there are numerous 
people who do very little work but 
ate prosperous all the same. There is 
such a thing as luck and good for¬ 
tune. Those who are born with a sil¬ 
ver spoon in their mouth, that is, 
pc*ople who inherit a fortune (cash, 
property and other assets) have done 
little to deserve the riches that come 
to them. They merely benefit from the 
accident of birth. 

2. There are millions of people 
who toil day and night—landless 
labourers, factory workers at the 
lowest levels, domestic servants, 
bonded slaves, besides ruthlessly ex¬ 
ploited women and children—but 
they do not get even adequate food, 
clothing and shelter. They are the 
hapless victims of social and 
economic injustices, and of sheer bad 
luck. 

3. Then there are those who are 
ever ready to work hard but cannot 
get employment. It is not fair to 
blame them for their plight. 

Computerisation 

Q. 2. Some people feel that 
computerisation in industries will 
further increase the unemployment 
problem in India. 

Explain your position in regard 
to the above statement Substantiate 
your position by giving examples 
from your experience, knowledge or 
reading. 

Ans. The introduction of com- 
uters in industrial establishments, 
anks, insurance companies and 


various commercial offices has un- ■ 
deniably brought about a radical 
change in the set-up. Computers save 
considerable time and enem. They 
facilitate the disposal of woik as per¬ 
haps nothing el% can. Calculaticms of 
various types, preparation of bills 
and reports, which used to take hours 
together, are now completed in a few 
seconds and are available in a neat, 
easily readable form. The computers 
are a highly welcome gift of science 
and engineering. They should be put 
to the brat possible use. 

The contention that the use of 
computers increases unemployment 
in a country such as India, where 
there is immense human power but 
not enough work, has some basis. In 
many of the offices where computers 
and other mechanical devices have 
been put to use thousands of workers 
have been rendered surplus. But be¬ 
cause of the labour laws, develop¬ 
ment of allied activity and other 
reasons, there have been few cases of 
large-scale retrenchment resulting 
directly from the introduction of 
computers. For instance, computers 
are now in use in larger branches of 
the State Bank of li^ia and some 
other leading banks for preparing ac- ■ 
counts, clearance of cheques, clas¬ 
sification, sorting and storing of 
documents and maintaining records ! 
of various types, but the surplus , 
hands have been absorbed in some 
other activity or posted to smaller 
branches where the work is still done 
manually. 

1 have personal experience and 
knowledge of establishments where 
computers are now in use for dispos¬ 
ing of several types of routine work. 
The functioning of such modernised 
offices has distinctly improved. In 
fact, the speed, the efficiency and the 
accuracy associated with computers 
have brought about a virtual revolu¬ 
tion. Computers and other devices of 
this type are evidence of rapid 
progress in office functioning. iTie 
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transformation has been fantastic. In 
the Life Insurance Corporation (LIC), 
the State Trading Corporation (STC) 
and water and electricity depart¬ 
ments bills are now issued spe^ily 
and neatly with the help of com¬ 
puters. The fact that there have been 
no large-scale strikes and other such 
protests in the large establishments 
where there has been a switch-over to 
computers indicates that through 
scientific management, re-allocation 
of work and readjustment of busi¬ 
ness, unemployment has been mostly 
avoided. 

Intellectuals and Politics 

Q. 3. Suggest at least three ef¬ 
fective measures to encourage intel¬ 
lectuals entering into politics. 

Explain how the measures sug¬ 
gested by you would be effective. 

Ar»s. At present most intellec¬ 
tuals avoid politics and prefer to 
remain in ivory towers, away from 
the din and bustle of such activity 
because it does not suit their 
temperament and their day-to-day 
pursuits. In my view, every possible 
step should be taken to encourage 
intellectuals who have joined 
politics, or intend to do so. National 
interest demands such a course. At 
present the calibre of people in 
politics of the street as well as those 
inside legislatures. Central and 
States, is quite low. This partly ac¬ 
counts for the mess in the country. 

Suggestions: Educated people 
alone should be given the party ticket 
for contesting elections so that semi- 
educated and ignorant people do not 
dominate the country's legislatures. 
The functions of legislatures demand 
a high standard of intellect and in¬ 
tegrity. 

Since the inteUectuals dislike the 
long and arduous process of elec¬ 
tioneering, they should be saved 
from it. The period set for electioneer¬ 
ing and allied campaigns should be 
very short so diat the intellectuals are 
saved from the waste of time, money 
and energy implicit in the all-out ef¬ 
forts to win votes. 

The poll campaigns of intellec¬ 
tuals should be financed by recog¬ 
nised political parties. It is an open 


secret that very few intellectuals have 
adequate funds. They should not be 
required to beg or borrow for fighting 
elections. That would be a humiliat¬ 
ing exercise for them. 

All intellectuals are highly sensi¬ 
tive people; they dislike rowdy 
scenes, noise of all types and the 
practice of shouting slogans and 
counter-slogans. Of course they are 
allergic to attempts at character as¬ 
sassination. The disorderly scenes in 
Parliament and in some State As¬ 
semblies are a blot on Indian 
democracy. The intellectuals rightly 
detest such scenes. At public meet¬ 
ings and during processions oc¬ 
casionally there are cases of 
stone-throwing and police lathi-char¬ 
ges. Public life should be free from 
such unethical conduct. If we want 
intellectuals to enter politics, we 
should ensure order and decorum. In 
advanced democracies that is the 
rule. 

At present a handful of persons 
are nominated to Parliament for dis¬ 
tinguished services to art, science, 
literature, etc. The number of 
nominated persons should be sub¬ 
stantially increased so that quite a 
number of intellectuals enter Parlia¬ 
ment straightaway and are able to 
contribute to discussions and help in 
finding solutions to national 
problems. 

Medical Shops 

Q. 4. Suppose all the medical 
shops in the country remain closed 
for a period of one year. 

Give at least three possible con¬ 
sequences if such a situation comes 
about 

Arts. Medical shorn are essential 
for the community because they 
make available medicines of various 
types. Many of these medicines are 
vital and if they are not readily avail¬ 
able, some of the ailing persons may 
die. 

1. As time passes, more and 
more ailments affl^ various sections 
of the communiQr, especially old men 
and wennen, b^ause of unhealthy 
maimer of living and faulty nutrition. 
Medicines and tonics are prescribed 
for them by ph 3 rsician 8 ; if tne medical 


shops remain closed for a year the 
condition of some of these people 
may become very serious. After a 
year when the shops re-open, it may 
be too late to save them. 

2. Even suigical operations may 
become impossible if the medical 
shops are closed for a year. During 
and after surgery several drugs are 
administered to the patients to 
prevent infection and to ensure that 
the healing process is not hindered in 
any way. If the shops are closed, 
much damage to life may be the se¬ 
quel. 

3. The firms which manufacture 
various types of medicines will suffer 
heavy losses if the medical shops 
remain shut for a year. The manufec- 
turers may themselves have to close 
down their factories because if the 
medicines cannot be marketed, there 
would be no sense in manufacturing 
them. This will lead to unemploy¬ 
ment. The working of hospitals 
would also be adversely affectoi. 

4. But closure of medical shops 
may result in some benefit also. The 
people would spend less on 
medicines and tonics, at least some of 
which are unnecessary. Thus there 
would be savings in domestic expen¬ 
diture. The people would then be 
compelled to rely more on nature 
cure and nourishing food instead of 
drugs. Many people have developed 
the habit of resorting to drugs even 
for minor ailments. This saps human 
energy and encourages the drug 
habit which needs to be given up, 
unless of course the drugs requir^ 
are life-saving indispensable, 
preparations. 

5. Closure of medical shops 
would also result in much economy 
to various governments which reim¬ 
burse the medical e^enses of 
government employees. Tne scandal 
of false, inflated medical bills sub¬ 
mitted by some people to their 
employers to get payment would 
also come to an encl. The guilty doc¬ 
tors who deliberately prescribe fake 
prescriptions and costly medicines to 
oblige their friends and patients 
would be stopped from thus making 
money on the sly (Iw way of commis¬ 
sions and pay oSs, tor instance). 
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OBJECnVE-TYPE QUE^^S 


ENGLISH LANGUAGE 


The questions given below were set 
in a recently-held Banking Service 
Recruitment Board examinatmn. 

Directions: In questions 1 to 5 
some of the sentences have errors 
and some have none. Tick H ) maiic 
the part of a sentence has an error. If 
there is no error, tick mark (4). 

1. He says (1) he is going to (2) 
cut down his smoking (3). No error 
(4). 

2. The deparment of Modem 
Indian Languages (1) is running a 
course in comparative literature (2) 
for the last fifteen years (3). No error 
(4). 

3. After you will return (1) 
from Shimla (2) I will come and see 
you (3). No error (4). 

4. When learning to swim (1) 
one of the most important things (2) 
is to relax (3). No error (4). 

5. Each girl (1) was given a 
bunch of flowers, (2) which pleased 
her very much (3). No error (4). 

Directions: In questions 6 to 15 
. sentences are given with blanks to 
be filled in with appropriate word. 
Four alternatives are suggested for 
each question. Choose the correct al¬ 
ternative out of four below each 
question. 

6. He is in the habit of 

_his head whenever anything 

goes wrong. 

(fl) losing (b) loosing 

(c) hiding (d) protecting 

7. The boy you met yesterday 

is in class_. 

(a) nine (b) the nine 

(c) ninth (d) the ninth 

8. No one will__you for 

having been rude to your teacher. 

(a) recommended 

(b) advise (c) admire 

(d) exclaim 

9. At the end of the book you 

will find a few_quotations. 


(fl) momentous 

(b) readable 

(c) memorable 

(d) momentary 

10. The brilliant students wilt 

be_scholarships. 

(a) rewarded (b) honoured 

(c) awarded (d) forwarded 

11. My clothes are finer 

than.____. 

(a) my friend 

(b) my friend's 

(c) friend of mine 

(d) a friend of mine 

12. The teacher ordered Moti to 

leave the room and_him to 

return. 

(a) challenged (b) stopped 
(f) forbade (d) refused 

13. A cheerful man_all dif¬ 

ficulties and hardships with a smile 
on his face. 

(a) embraces (W endures 
(c) challenges (d) resists 

14. Of all the aspects of Nature, 

a_night is perhaps the most 

beautiful. 

(a) moonlight 
(h) moonless 

(c) moonbeam 

(d) mooidit 

15. He is very_on meeting 

foreigners and befriending them. 

(a) fond (fo) keen 

(c) insistent (d) anxious 

Directions: In questions 16 to 
20 choose the words opposite in 
meaning to the given word. 

16. Arrogant 

(a) decent (h) .sociable 

(c) pleased (d) humble 

17. Clarity 

(a) reserve (b) confusion 

(c) candour 

(d) exaggeration 

18. Bridge 

(a) relea.se (b) open 


(c) find (d) divide 

19. Auspicious 

(a) condemnatory 

(b) conspicuous 

(c) unfavourable 

(d) spicy 

20. Frugal 

(a) charitable 

(b) extravagant 
<c) generous 
(d) gaudy 

Directions: In questions 21 to 25 
out of the four alternatives, dtoose 
the one which best expreMes the 
meaning of the Underlined word. 

21. He was punished for shirk¬ 
ing his official work. 

(a) delegating 
(jb) avoiding 

(c) postponing 

(d) slowing 

22. The Border SecuriW Force in¬ 
t ercept ed yesterday a tnick carrying 
arms and ammunition. 

(a) found (b) met 

(c) interrupted 

(d) stopped 

23. How beautiful! this is really 
something to ponder over. 

(a) dance (b) wonder 

(c) sing (d) think 

24. The value of some shares has 
appreciated considerably after the 
last budget. 

(a) cra.shed (b) decreased 
(c) increased (d) changed 

25. He had lo entail his leave as 
a lot of work was pending in his of¬ 
fice. 

(a) extend (b) postpone 

(c) shorten (d) cancel 

Directions; In questions 26 to 
30, five groups of four words each 
are given. In each group one word is 
mis-spelt. Find the mis-speit word 
and tick ( 'J) mark. 

26. (a) irwchenical 
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(W technical 

(c) clinical 

(d) abdominal 

27. (a) proposal 

(b) personal 

(c) personel 

(d) proprietor 

28. (a) casualty 

(b) specialty 

(c) vitality 

(d) utility 

29. (fl) granuner 

(b) hammer 

(c) simmer 

(d) familiar 

30. («) benefit 

I (W birth 

(c) banana 

(d) beginer 

Directions: In questions 31 to 35 
the let and the last parts of the sen¬ 
tence are numbered 1 dc 6. The rest 
of the sentence is split into four 
parts and named P, Q, R and S. 
These four parts are not given in 
proper order. Read the sentence and 
nnd out which of the four combina¬ 
tions is correct. Then find the correct 
answer and tick (V) it. 

31. 1. There is a fashion now-a- 
days 

P. as an evil 

Q. who Ls bom with a silver 
spoon 

R. to bewail poverty 

S. and to pity the youngman 
6. in his mouth 

(a) PSQR (W RSQP 

(c) RPSQ (d) SQPR 

32. 1. Nothing is more common 
than the idea 

P. of the twentieth century 

Q. in the western world 
R the people living 

5. that we 

6. are eminently sane 

(a) PQRS (h) SPQR 

(c) SRPO (d) SRQP 

33. 1. Those that have seen the 
Hindus 

P. have naturally no more 

doubt 

Q. of the existence of other 

' persons 

R. among them in their own 

country 


5. of their existence than they 

have 

6. whom they have met 

(fl) PSQR (fc) RQPS 

(c) PSRQ (d) RPSQ 

34. 1. If all the nations 

P. for the common good of 

mankind 

Q. then they will never fight 
with eacn other 

R. work together 

S. and agree to obey these 

laws 

6. and there will be no war 
(fl) PROS (b) RPSQ 

(c) RQPS (d) SQRP 

35. 1. Lakhs of students 

P. on all-India basis 

Q. from all over India 

R. which are held 

S. appear in the examinations 
6. by different recruiting or¬ 
ganisations 

(a) PQSR (b) SRQP 

(c) QSRP (d) QSPR 

Directions: In questions 36 to 40 
you have one brief passage with 5 
questions following the passage. 
Read the passage carefully and 
choose the best answer to each ques¬ 
tion out of the four alternatives and 
tick (V) mark the same. 

Passage 

Bansilai's train was late and it 
reached Bombay a little after mid¬ 
night. It was his first visit to the city, 
and he didn't know where to go. He 
thought he would go to a "choultry" 
where he would not have to pay rent, 
but he did not know how to find one 
at that hour. He asked a porter to get 
him a cheap room. The porter said 
that if Bansilal gave him three rupees, 
he would take him to one. But Ban¬ 
silal waved him away and walked 
out of the station. He wandered 
through the streets and asked a num¬ 
ber of people, but could not find a 
room cheap enough for him. He sat 
down on a park bench to think of 
what he should do next. He was very 
tired and fell asleep on the bench. He 
woke up the next morning stiff in 
every limb...but he smiled when he 
realised that it was the cheapest 
night's lodging that he had ever nad. 


36. BansUal could not get any ac¬ 
commodation for the night because: 

(fl) all the hotels in the city 
were closed 

(b) all the hotel rooms were 
booked 

(c) the hotels were too expen¬ 
sive for him to afford 

(d) he wanted to spend the 
night in the open 

37. In the passage, ^the word 
'choultry' should mean: 

(fl) an expeivsive hotel 
(W a highway motel 

(c) a road-side eating shop 

(d) a free resting place 

38. The porter refused to help 
Bansilal because: 

(fl) he was rude to the porter 

(b) he had no previous ac¬ 
quaintance with the porter 

(c) he spoke a language which 
the porter could not un¬ 
derstand 

(d) he refased to pay the porter 
any tips 

39. The night long in the open; 
(fl) refreshed Bansilal 

(fc) gave him aches all over his 
TOdy 

(c) made his limbs stronger 

(d) did not affect him at all 

40. From the passage Bansilal 
emerges as: 

(fl) a thrifty person 

ib) an extravagant spender 

(c) an adventure-seeking p)er- 
son 

(d) a fun-loving person 

ANSWERS 

1. (4) No emir 

2. (2) has been running 

3. (1) after you return 

4. (1) when learning (how) to swim 

5. (2) was given bunches of flowers 


6. 

(fl) 

7. (c) 

8. 

(f) 

9. 

(b) 

10. 

(0 

11. (b) 

12. 

(c) 

13. 

(b) 

14. 

(fl) 

15. (b) 

16. 

(d) 

17. 

(b) 

18. 

(W 

19. (c) 

20. 

(W 

21. 

(b) 

22. 

(d) 

23. (d) 

24. 

(c) 

25. 

(0 

26. 

(fl) mechanical 





27. 

(c) personnel 





28. 

(b) speciality 





29. 

(fl) grammar 





30. 

(rf) beginner 





31. 

(c) 

32. (d) 

33. 

(a) 



34. 

(W 

35. (c) 

36. 

(c) 



37. 

(rf) 

38. (d) 

39, 

(» 



40. 

(fl) 
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CURRENT AFFAIRS 


Notes on Current Affairs 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS 


♦ COURT VERDICT ON RESERVATIONS ♦ AYODHYA CRISIS ♦ COLLAPSE OF 
JUDICIAL SYSTEM ♦ SPURT OF VIOLENCE IN ASSAM ^ LEFT FORESEES DIS~ 
ASTER ♦ MULTI-CRORE PLAN FOR RIVERS ♦ DRASTIC STEPS TO CURB 
CRIME ♦ INDO-BANGLA WATER TALKS ♦ TERRORISTS’ FORMIDABLE AR¬ 
SENAL ♦ “GOLDEN HANDSHAKE" FOR SCIENTISTS ♦ 


Court Verdict on 
Reservations 

T he final ruling on the ticklish 
issue of job reservations in 
Government services was given by 
the Supreme Court on November 16. 
By a majority b-.l verdict, the Con¬ 
stitution Bench of the Court rult-d 
that the notification issued by the Na- 
tiirnal Front Covernmont two years 
ago pro\'iding for 27 per cent job 
quotas for Other Backward Classes 
(OBCs) was enforceable provided the 
Government removed the economi¬ 
cally better off people from the list of 
beneficiaries. 

The apex Court struck down tin* 
amendt*d notification issued by the 
Narasimha Rao Govi-rnment on Sep- 
temlx'r 25,19‘)1. by which 10 per cent 
posts were ro.scrved for other 
economically backward sections who 
were not coverixl by any of the exist¬ 
ing reservation scheme's. 

The following are the main 
points of the Supreme Court verdict: 
10 per cent reservation based on 
economic criteria struck down. Total 
reservation cannot exceed 50 per 
cent. No reservation in promotions. 
The Centre given four months to 
spell out measures for exclusion of 
advanced backwards. The States 
given four months to consider in¬ 
clusion into, or exclusion from, the 
list of backward classes. The socially 
backward non-Hindus, like Chris¬ 
tians and Sikhs, to get reservation. 
Parliament's approval for reservation 
notification not needed. The criteria 
adopted by Government can be chal¬ 
lenged in the Supreme Court only. 
The 279-page judgement directed 


j that job reservation for socially and 
educationally backward classes was 
restricted to employment alone and 
not for promotions. 

! Justice Reddy, who read out the 
majority judgement, maintained the 
50 per rent bar on total reservation of 
jobs for both Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes and other back¬ 
ward classes. While 50 per cent 
should be the rule, the court said, it 
was not necessary to ignore certain 
extraordinary situations inherent in 
the great diversity of the country and 
its people. Tlie court allowed some 
relaxation in the rule for tho.se living 
in far-flung areas. The rule of 50 per 
cent, the Judges said, should be ap¬ 
plied every year. "It cannot be related 
to the total strength of the class, 
category service or cadre", the court 
said while cautioning against any 
abuse of the rule. 

Maintaining that it was not 
necessary to exprt'ss an opinion on 
the correctness of the Mandal Com¬ 
mission, which submitted its report 
in 1981, the court said there were cer¬ 
tain serviies, including defence, 
where it may not be advi.sable to 
apply the reservation nile. 

The judgement was the fallout of 
over 100 writ petitions filed by a 
cross-section of people, including 
various political parties, challenging 
the National Front Government's 
order to implement, in a phased man¬ 
ner, the recommendations of the 
Mandal Commission. 

On October 1, IfWO, the Supreme 
Court stayed the operation of the 
notification following reports of 
violence and self-immolation by 
youth who felt threatened by the 


Government's policy. The court held 
that a backward class cannot be iden¬ 
tified exclusively with reference to 
the economic criteria. 'There is no 
constitutional bar to classify the back¬ 
ward classes of citizens into back¬ 
ward and more backward 
categories." 

The court directed that all mat¬ 
ters relating to wrong inclusion or 
non-inclusion in the backward clas¬ 
ses would be open for scrutiny by the 
apex court alone. The judges directed 
the Government to determine the 
basis of removing the "creamy layer" 
to determine the genuine backward 
classes. 

Government to consult parties: 
The Union Cabinet Committee on 
Political Affairs (CCPA) discussed 
the implications of the Court judge¬ 
ment on reservations. The meeting 
decided to hold amsultations with all 
political parties and groups in Parlia¬ 
ment as early as possible to ascertain 
their views about the suggestions 
made by the country's apex court. 

The committee affirmed its com¬ 
mitment to undertake special 
measures in favour of the Socially 
and Educationally Backward Classes 
(SEBCs). The office memorandum of 
September 25, 1991, issued by the 
Government emanated from the elec¬ 
tion manifesto of the Congress and 
was based on national consensus 
evolvtxJ through consultations with 
different political parties. 

Ayodhya Crisis 

A n ev'cnt of far-reaching conse¬ 
quences look place on December 
6 when a group of Kar Sevaks 
demolished the disputed Babri Mas- 
jid in Ayodhya despite the solemn 
assurances of the State authorities 
and the political parties directly con¬ 
cerned that no such action would be 
permittetl. 

The Centre dismissed the U.P. 
Chief Minister and imposed Central 


JANUARY'93 COMPETITION MASTER 441 



rule in the State. Tlie development 
was a tragic reflection on the ability 
of the Government to ensure respect 
' for the Constitiition, and the orders of 
the Supreme Court. The State As- 
:) sembly was dissolved. The BJP took 
the rru>ral blame for the iKcurrence. 

The President of India issued the 
:proclamation impHWing Central rule 
' under Article 356 of the Constitution. 
: The Babri Masjid complex was 
j stormed by thousands of Kar Sevaks 
who had gathered in the area for Kar 
Seva. 

, The development was described 
by the Prime Minister as "a national 
^ shame" and a betrayal of the high 
•i principles of secularism for which the 
\ country stood. The troops who had 
' been sent there could not prevent the 
; over-enthusiastic persons from 
i climbing the three domes of the 
mosque which they pulled down. 

; Collapse of Judicial System 

ERHAPS for the first time there 
has been an official admission, at 
the Chief Ministers' Conference held 
in Delhi in mid-November, that the 
'; country's criminal justice system has 
t almost collapsed. An-important fact 
i in this tragic sequence has been the 
j close links between politicians and 
\ leading criminals at many centres. 

I Some criminals have in fact been 
j given a respectable position. This 
.. was conceded by Prime Minister 
I Narasimha Rao himself. The 
» country's electoral system has been 
J considerably eroded because almost 
4 all the political parties have come to 
I rely on muscle men, especially at 
, election time, in order to win votes. 

f 

Since success is what counts, 
politicians find it expedient to rely 
,j upon the criminals. While Bihar and 
> U.P. have earned the odium for set- 
\ ting the trend in criminalisation of 
I politics, even States like Gujarat and 
f Maharashtra are guilty in this regard. 
I For instance, in Gujarat in recent 
months two significant political 
jt figures were eliminated; while a third 
I had a miraculous escape from a mur- 
I derous attack. Politicians seek help of 
1 criminals to gain their ends because 
I they hope to use their official position 
I or clout to ensure that police inves- 
^ tigation will come to nought. 


The Chief Ministers had before 
them facts and figures to realise the 
gravity of the situation; they also 
know what needs to be done in terms 
of investing resources in modernisa¬ 
tion of police force, computerisation 
of records and plugging the legal 
loopholes that delay fair and speedy 
dispensation of justice. Several offi¬ 
cial commissions have suggested 
how to go about correcting the 
brutalisation of the police force, im¬ 
proving the jail administration and 
checking the creeping corruption in 
the lower levels of judiciary. But ap¬ 
parently the will to end the criminal- 
politician nexus is lacking. 

In this connection, it needs to be 
noted that two criminals were given 
the party ticket to get elected to the 
Maharashtra Assembly recently. 

Spurt of Violence in Assam 

LANNED bomb blasts and other 
violent activities—apparently the 
work of Bodo extremists—caused 
many deaths in Assam in the last 
fortnight of November. A vital bridge 
was blown up and there were other 
indiscriminate terrorist outrages. 
Earlier, a blast in a train caused over 
25 deaths. 

The position of Bodoland ac¬ 
tivists hardened following the dif¬ 
ferences with the Centre over the 
number of villages which should 
form part of the territory of the 
proposed entity. The Bodos insist 
upon full Statehood while the Centre 
is unwilling to go that far; it is ready 
to concede only special privileges 
and more facilities for development, 
but short of the demand voiced by 
the extremists. 

The All Bodo Students' Union 
(ABSU) called off the proposed 1001- 
hour 'Assam bandh' scheduled to 
start from November 24. Meanwhile, 
the Centre banned the Bodo Security 
Force (BSF) believed to be behind the 
recent depredations in Assam. 

The BSF, whose aim was the 
liberation of the 'Bodoland' area, had 
entered into an alliance with other 
insurgent groups of the North-East. 
As its activities had created a deep 
sense of insecurity among the people, 
the Centre had arrived at the opinion 
that the outfit was an "unlawful 


association". 

The BSF has been banned under 
the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) 
Act, 1967. Such a stra was deemed 
necessary in view of BSFs sustained 
and ever-increasing violence in the 
recent past against the police, armed 
forces and civilians. It has reportedly 
been engaged in bank dacoities, rolv 
beries, murders, extortions, kidnap 
pings, harassment of people and 
snatching of firearms. 

0 

Left Foresees Disaster 

ILLIONS of people in the 
country feel disillusioned with 
the Union Government's economic 
policies. Among those strongly op 
posed to the Government's policies 
are M.P.s in both Lok Sabha and 
Rajya Sabha. From opponents voiced 
their protests on November 25. 

Left trade uiuons and employees' 
organisations served an ultimatum 
on international financial organisa¬ 
tions and multi-national companies 
to "Bharat Chhoro" (Quit India) as 
their "dictates" hiid brought the 
country "on the brink of an economic 
disaster". The ultimatum was served 
at a mammoth rally in Delhi on that 
day. The rally also gave a call for a 
phased programme of mass agita¬ 
tion, including a 'Bharat Bandh' to 
stop the Narasimha Rao Government 
from continuing with the "anti- 
people" economic and industrial 
policies. 

A resolution asking the working 
class to fight against communal and 
divisive forces threatening to divert 
people's attention from the real is¬ 
sues was also passed. Employees of 
Central and State governments, 
banks, insurance companies, rail¬ 
ways, private and public industrial 
units, and farm labourers from 
various parts of the country par¬ 
ticipated in the rally. 

Multi'Crore Plan for Rivers 

Rs l,00(l-crore programme to 
clean up 19 most polluted 
stretches of 13 rivers on the lines of 
the Ganga Action Plan (GAP) is to be 
launched soon. The ministry of En¬ 
vironment is giving final touches to 
this National River Action Plan 
(NRAP) which has been prepared in 
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consultation with various Central 
ministries and State governments. 

The cost of the NRAP, to be 
spread over 10 years, will be shared 
equally by the Centre and the States. 
Almost all the important rivers have 
been included in the cleaning up 
programme. The Ganga Project 
Directorate will be widened and 
given more powers to act as the Na¬ 
tional River Conservation Direc¬ 
torate. 

Among the selected rivers and 
stretched to be cleaned are Sabarmati 
(upstream of Ahmedabad city upto 
Sabarmati Ashram and from Ashram 
to Veutha), Indus and Sutlej (Lud¬ 
hiana to Harikc and at Nangal), 
Yamuna (Delhi to confluence with 
Chambal, in the city limits of Delhi, 
Agra and Mathura). The NRAP will 
attempt to clean Gomti river from 
Lucknow to its confluence with 
Ganga; Kali river from Modinagar to 
its confluence with Ganga, Hindon 
river from Saharanpur to its con¬ 
fluence with Yamuna. 

Experts who reviewed the 
progress of the GAP recently were 
critical of the non-utilisation of assets 
such as effluent treatment plants and 
electric crematoria created along the 
banks. This was due partly to the lack 
of interest of State governments as 
the as.sets belonged to the Centre. 
Now it has been decided to hand over 
the assets to the State governments 
for maintenance. 

Experts claim that the water 
quality has improved considerably in 
towns where pollution abatement 
schemes are in operation. These in¬ 
clude Rishikesh, Hardwar, Al¬ 
lahabad, Varanasi, Patna and 
Howrah. The results have not been 
encouraging in the attempts to con¬ 
trol bacteriological pollution because 
of unhygienic practices of using the 
river for defecation, cattle wallowing, 
clothes washing, carcass and solid 
waste dumping, ritual offerings and 
mass bathing. 

Drastic steps to Curb Crime 

HE Prime Minister, Mr P.V. 
Narasimha Rao, called for "con¬ 
sidering drastic" measures at the 
non-party or all-party level to deal 
with the criminalisation of public Life. 


Inaugurating the conference of Chief 
Ministers in New Delhi on "Ad¬ 
ministration of Criminal Justice", Mr 
Rao said criminalisation of public life 
had nothing to do with politics. 

If public life itself gets 
criminalised, there is hardly any area 
of activity in the country which can 
remain oiitside its pale. "We will 
have to do some serious thinking on 
this subject, its effect on the election 
process, the way votes are cast, the 
kind of booth capturing that goes on, 
even crime with electoral motivation 
that are becoming more and more 
prevalent." 

Mr Rao expressed concern that 
all kinds of illegalities were com¬ 
mitted for electoral gains. This might 
shake the democratic system. 

The Prime Minister dwelt on the 
human rights issues in the country, 
the need to impart proper training to 
the prosecution staff, improving in¬ 
vestigation techniques and ensuring 
a balanced view of the criminal jus¬ 
tice system. 

In this context he referred to the 
intractable problem of terrorism be¬ 
cause of which the State had to enact 
laws which were allegedly violative 
of human rights. Special legislation 
would be minimised if the normal 
law enforcement mechanisms were 
sufficiently effective. The Prime Min¬ 
ister exhorted the Chief Ministers to 
rise above lopsided and sectoral ap¬ 
proach and take an integrated view 
to be able to identify areas of fruitful 
intervention. 

Indo'Bangla Water Talks 

T he latest round of talks between 
experts on sharing of river waters 
between India and Bangladesh 
ended in Delhi on November 21, 
without making much progress. The 
two .sides, however, agre^ to con¬ 
tinue the talks in the second meeting 
of the Joint Committee of Experts 
(JCE) to be held shortly in Dhaka. The 
Delhi meeting was devoted primarily 
to reviewing the availabilify and re¬ 
quirement of the flows of Ganga, 
Tista, Brahmaputra and Barak rivers. 
An attempt is likely to be made in the 
next meeting to take a final quantita¬ 
tive view on ffiese issues to facilitate 
consido'ation of various options for a 


long-term solution of the dispute. 
The short-term solutions are also 
proposed to be found within the 
framework of the broad long-term 
solution. 

The JCE, headed by the irrigation 
Secretaries of the two countries, was 
formed during the visit of the Union 
Water Resources Minister, Mr V.C. 
Shukla, to Dhaka last year. The com¬ 
mittee has been asked to evolve an 
equitable, long-term and comprehen¬ 
sive arrangement for sharing the 
flows of the Ganga, the Tista and 
other major rivers in the best interests 
of the people of both countries. The 
committee would also try to workout 
an acceptable settlement on arrange¬ 
ments for sharing the dry season flow 
of the Ganga, pending a final solution 
of the dispute. 

The complex issue of sharing of 
river waters by the two countries was 
also discussed during the visit of the 
Bangladesh Prime Minister Begum 
Khaleda Zia, to this country in May 
last. Due to the growing need for 
water, the flows available in the 
Ganm and the Tista would fall short 
of tne requirements of the two 
countries, especially during the lean 
season. 

Terrorists' Formidable 
Arsenal 

HE seizures and recoveries of 
weapons in various parts of Pun¬ 
jab and the reports of more supplies 
being arranged indicate that the ter¬ 
rorists still possess a formidable ar¬ 
senal. They may re-start their activity 
before long. By the end of November, 
the security forces had recovered 
over 20 quintals of explosives, more 
than 800 rifles and 55,000 rounds of 
ammunition from the militants and 
their hide-outs. 

This is just a fraction of the 
militants' arsenal. Intelligence agen¬ 
cies report that the militants have 
over 1,500 AK rifles and three tonnes 
of explosives. The sources of weapon 
supply are still active. Despite fenc¬ 
ing and flood-lighting, some parts of 
the border remain vulnerable to in¬ 
cursions by militants. Weapons are 
also smuggled in through the border 
in Janunu and Kashmir, Rajasthan 
and Gujarat. 
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Evuk'iitlv, thf vvtMpons are avail- ! poralion), and MMTC (Minerals and | engineering colleges at the entry 

able in plenty. But there are fewer I Metals Trading Corporation) | level. Only at the top level, talented 

men to wield them. Intelligence j “Golden Handshake" had cost the scientists from industries and univer- 
reports indicate tliat Iresh reciuit- ! cream of personnel, l.iist year, the sides have joined the organisation to 

ment to militant ranks has declined, 1 Central Government too had head various CSIR laboratories in 


mainly because ot the unrelenting 
pressure of the security forces. 

During the first 10 months ot 
1992 over .3,000 militants were 
neutralised --1,733 militants (107 of ; 


worked out a similar scheme for its i 
empli>yees but it has since been 
shelved. 

The organisation has been able to 
attract talent from universities and 


recent years. A mild version of the 
“golden handshake" scheme is al¬ 
ready on in the Department of 
Biotechnology and the Department 
of (Tcean Development. 


them hardcore) were killed and about 
1,256 were arrested. That leaves more 
than 100 hardcore listed militants 
who are still at large, liesides many 
others. The Babbar Khalsa Interna¬ 
tional is a well-knit, cadre-based iir- 
gani.sation and enjoys tremendous 
support abroad. Its leadership has 
political ambitions. Their recent los¬ 
ses have not seriously attcvlcil the 
organisation's re.soiirces and its sup¬ 
port base. 

"Golden Handshake" for 
Scientists 

A proposal to give a “Ciolden 
Handshake" to scientists and 
non-Uvhnical persc>nnel is under ac¬ 
tive consideration of the aiithorttie.s. 
One aim of the mo\ e is to overcome 
the financial crisis presently gripping 
the Countil of Scientilic and In¬ 
dustrial Research. The plan was 
mooted at a meeting of Directors ot 
all CSIR laboratories. The top CSIR 
management has rejected the 
profxisal, terming it conn ter-prod uc 
tive. 

The CSIR oflicials tear the "Gold¬ 
en Handshake" scheme may result in 
the exodus ot top scientists to centres 
where the emoluments are more at¬ 
tractive. I he organisation may be left 
with mediocre personnel which will 
hardly help the network ot 39 
laboratories involved in research m 
diverse areas such as oceanographv, 
aerospace, mining and medicinal 
plants. The CSIR employs over 31 ,()(H) 
people, including n,(K)() scientLsts. 

The organisation, due to dei. lin¬ 
ing budgetary .support from the 
Government, is shelving several re 
search projects such as super-conduc¬ 
tivity and concentrate more on 
ind ustry-rela ted prog ra m mes. 

In two public .sector corpora¬ 
tions, the STC tStatc Trading Cor- 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

♦ PAKISTAN FULLY NUCLEAR * BENAZIR BHUTTO S CAMPAIGN * RUSSIA TO 
REMAIN WORLD POWER * CIS ALLIANCE UNDER STRAIN * JAPAN. S. KOREA 
TO HELP RUSSIA ♦ CHINA-UK. DISCORD ♦ INDIA SEEKS UN. COUNCIL EX¬ 
PANSION * IRAQ SANCTIONS TO REMAIN ♦ UN BUREAUCRACY—WORLD S 
WORST ♦ UN. REBUFF TO US.A. ♦ UN. PEACE PLAN SHATTERED ♦ NPT 
TOP PRIORHY SAYS CLINTON ♦ POPULATION ECLIPSES N-THREAT ♦ UN 
TIGHTEN SANCTION AGAINST SERBIA ♦ WORLD WATER CRISIS ♦ NEW 
SAARC BODY ♦ NEW PLAN FOR POWER SHARING ♦ US. QUITS PHILIP¬ 


PINES BASE ♦ 

Pakistan Fully Nuclear 

Lin IF.NI'IC U.S. sources, includ¬ 
ing scientists and defence ex¬ 
perts, earlv in November expressed 
the firm opinion that Pakistan has at 
least seven nuclear bombs. To be 
; more accurate, it has the requisite 
, material for assembling and drop- 
; ping at the chosen targets these 
! nuclear devices at a few hours' 

, notici-. 

The military in Pakistan, it is 
stated, "with a lot ot deceit and help 
, fiom the U.S. and other western 
, powers", has actually manulacturtxl 
. seven bombs. It may be recalled that 
Ms Bena/ir Bhutto was removed 
I from office in August, PWl), when she 
'• confronttxl the military commanders 
with definite proof ot the nuclear 
bombs in the I’akistan arsenal. She 
' had leaint details ot the programme 
, from the C.I.A 

The report that Pakistan had 
■ received much assistance in this 
arena from the West emanatetl from 
, reliable .sources. A former U.S. 

; Deputy Under-Secretary for Defence 
I stated that Pakistan was having a 
! field day getting nuclear as.sistancv 
from many countries. Senalcir Larry 
: I’ressler, sponsor of a Congrc*ss legis- 
i lation banning economic and other 
, aid to Pakistan unless it abandoned 
its nuclear programme also alleged 
that the CM.A had given him infor- 
' mation in this regard. 


It is understood that the Western 
authorities decided to establish what 
they described as "a balance of 
nuclear povv'er" in the sub-continent 
following the nuclear explosion held 
by India in Rajasthan. 

Prime Mini.ster Nawaz Sharif, 
while admitting that Pakistan had 
the capacity, but it would not like to 
give if up. Meanwhile a foreign af¬ 
fairs expert asserted that Pakistan 
had acquired a technical capability 
that could Ire ust'd for various pur¬ 
poses. 

Advice to Pak nationals; Reports 
from Islamabad disclosed that the 
Government had advisexi the people 
of Pakistan not to visit India "because 
of the deaths of two Pakistani nation¬ 
als and other cases of harassment, 
torture and death". The an¬ 
nouncement, it is believed, may have 
far-reaching consei]uences in the con¬ 
text of the strained relations betwe^en 
the two countries. 

This is the first time that such an 
advice has been given to the nationals 
of Pakistan. The two persons referred 
to were killed by Indian security for¬ 
ces in an encounter in Punjab last Oc¬ 
tober. 

Benazir Bhutto's Campaign 

I IE "long march" organised on 
November 18, without adequate 
preparation, by Ms Benazir Bhutto 
with a view to getting the Nawaz 
Sharif Government dismissed, was 
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foiled by the Pakistan authorities 
through the use of force. Ms Bhutto 
planned a mass campaign against the 
federal ministry which she and her 
many supporters of the PPP and 
other opposition parties including 
the Democratic Alliance (PDA), i 
described as "corrupt and 
repressive". A mass rally was held in 
Rawalpindi. 

Ms Bhutto, her mother and ; 
several other opposition leaders were I 
hit by police batons in large-scale ! 
scuffles on November 18 and were j 
detained. 'Flie police bombardeii Ms | 
Bhutto and her companions with 
dozens of teargas shells when she 
was driving in an open jeep to begin 
her "march" on the Pakistan parlia¬ 
ment. Thousands of people rushed U) 
join the crowd, ignoring the .stinging i 
fumes from teargas sheOs fired by the | 
police for several hours. Stures of i 
pi'ople were injured in the police at- ; 
tacks. Islamabad was under a virtual ' 
state siege. 

Ms Bhutto was flown to Karachi. 

1 ler entry into Islamabad and also in ] 
the NWFP was banned to ^top her i 
movement. L.ater she and her sufi- j 
porters carried out her "march" by j 
train. She was greeted warmly at the j 
railway stations. Her protests fizzled j 
out, but she announced early ; 
resumption ot her campaign. | 


Russia to Remain World 
Power 


R USSIA'S President Boris Yeltsin j 
asserted in the last week of | 
November that his country would 
remain a great world ptiwer and all I 
efforts would be made to maintain j 
armed forces that match its position ! 
in the world community. Speaking to | 
senior military commanders in Mos- ' 
cow, Mr Yeltsin said that Russia's ! 
prestige as a great power "largely 
depends on the fact tliat its forces 
have nuclear weapons. Only Russia, 
and not Ukraine or Kazakhstan, has 
the nuclear button. According to him, 
completion of the work on a defence 
doctrine is the most important task 
facing the l^efence Ministry. The 
doctrine will have to be endorsed by 
the Government and approved by j 
Parliament. i 


The doctrine should envision 


"new, well thought-out deployment 
of the Russian armed forces" and it 
would be correct not to increase the 
strength of the armed forces but to 
solve problems through redeploy- i 
ment of current forces and reiluction ' 
of units which are not crucial to 
Russia's combat efficiency. Mr Yeltsin 
also emphasised the need to create a 
rapid deployment force; work in this 
direction is proceeding slowly. These 
forces will enable Russia to have 
military presence at any volatile 
region. "Besides, we will be able h) 
partially compensate for the n.'diiced 
strength of the armed force's and the 
substantial cuts." 

As for control over nuclear 
weapons, Mr Yeltsin said that it was 
an important task to ensure etfective, 
centralised and rapid contm! over 
nuclear weapons. It is a major inter¬ 
national problem. 


taken by Russia makes it doubtful 
whether the idea of a closer knit al¬ 
liance among a narrower group of 
CIS .States can work at all. 

Moscow hopes that the more 
republics intrcxiuce their currencies, 
the easier will be its task of stabilising 
I finances in Russia itself. The con- 
I tinuous drifting away of Ukraine 
j from the CIS and Mo^ow's virtual 
I approval of it will convince the other 
I Commonwealth members that they 
I cannot count on the alliance to help 
j overcome their economic crises. 

; Japan, S. Korea to Help 
i Russia 

HE South Korean and Japanese 
heads of governments have 
I pledged help for Russia's troubled 
i economy, and expressed hope for un- 
' changed US Ear Hast policies under 
I Mr Clinton's new administration. 



The country's defence budget lor 
1993 will remain at the same level as 
in 1992 with adjustment fc>r inflation. 
Ten per ceni more will be allocatc'd 
for punhnses ot military equipment 
from the defence enlerpriscN. Many 
defence production units in Russia 
are facing severe problems and may 
even have to dose down following 
the cuts in defence expenditures. 

CIS Alliance under Strain 

T HH Commonwealth ot Inde¬ 
pendent States (the alliance unit¬ 
ing 1(1 out of the 1.3 former Soviet 
republics) has been dealt a Mow from 
which it may never recover. At a 
meeting of heads of government ot 
the CIS momber-Stales in Moscow in 
November, Ukraine and Turkmenis¬ 
tan refused to endorse a Common- 
w'ealth charter that should be sigiuxl 
at the next CIS .summit. Cine day ear¬ 
lier, Ukraine, (he .second biggest C IS 
republic alter Russia, switched over 
to its own monev, ettectively burving 
the concept of a common CIS curren- 
cy. 

The dispute over the proposed 
charter leaves the C.’ommonwealth 
members with a choice either to 
w'ater down the charter removing all 
mention of CIS ccxirdinaling institu¬ 
tions as demanded by Ukraine and 
rurkmemstan, or reconcile themsel¬ 
ves to a split in the alliance. The stand 


The South Korean President, Mr 
; Roh Tae-Wix), making an unofficial 
[ visit for talks with the Prime Minister, 
I .Mr Kitchi Miyazawa, agrei'd with his 
I host that the US security role in the 
I Far East is tt>o important to be af- 
i fecled bv the change of US ad- 
i' ministration. 

The U.S. military commitment in 
: the Far East includes separate 
' ik'fence pacts with Japan and South 
Korea. Both countries have expressed 
. unea.se alxmt the possibility of policy 
' changes under Mr Clinton. There has 
been spt'culation that Mr Clinton 
might reduce the US military 
presence in South Korea and japan. 
Lhider President Bush, a planned 
American trcxip reduction in South 
Korea was deferred until North 
Korea removes worries that it is 
' developing nuclear weapons. 

j Dn relations with Ru.ssia, both 
! leaders pledged that their govern¬ 
ments would cooperate in Moscow's 
I I'tforts to overcome economic dif¬ 
ficulties and adopt a market 
i economy, said the officials of the two 
! sides, briefing reporters separately. 

i Japan provided humanitarian 
; aid but has withheld major economic 
I a.s.sistance to Russia, pending .settle- 
nn'nt of a longstanding dispute over 
northern islands seized by Soviet 
troops in the closing days of World 
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Warn. 

With the stalemate over the is¬ 
lands showing no sign of easing, the 
Russian President, Mr Boris Yeltsin, 
suddenly cancelled a trip to Japan 
and South Korea in September. Mr 
Yeltsin rescheduled his visit to Seoul 
but there is no new plan for him to 
visit Japan. 

China-U.K. Discord 

T he differences between Britain 
and China over the democratisa- 
tion of Hong Kong have deepened. 
Chinese Premier Mr Li Peng firmly 
ruled out any compromise or conces¬ 
sion over the Governor, Mr Chris 
Patten's proposals for democratisa- 
tion of the territory that is to revert to 
Chinese rule in 19^. 

"Any counter-proposal or any 
compromise plan on the basis of the 
Hong Kong Governor's plan is 
unacceptable", Mr Li told a group of 
influential Hong Kong Chinese com¬ 
munity in Beijing on November 24. 
The plan is said to have had "created 
obstacles for the smooth transition 
and transfer of power in Hong 
Kong". 

His statement is the firmest one 
so far from Beijing, indicating a har¬ 
dening of its position, totally reject¬ 
ing British plans for drastically 
increasing the number of directly 
elected posts in the territory's legisla¬ 
tive organs. 

According to Mr Li, the only way 
out was for Britain to return to what 
he termed "the correct track" in real 
earnest, taking into account the over¬ 
all interests of maintaining Sino- 
British relations and ensuring 
long-term prosperity and stability in 
Hong Kong. The plan, it is con¬ 
tended, runs counter to the Sino- 
British joint declaration of 1984 
regarding the transition of the ter¬ 
ritory to Chinese rule and failed to 
conform to the basic law of the future 
"Hong Kong Special Administrative 
Region (HKSAR)" as it would be 
known after 1997. It also went back 
on previously secret understanding 
reached between China and Britain 
over a gradual introduction of more 
directly elected seats in Hong Kong. 
China will never compromise or 
make any concession on the matter 


which was one of "principle", Mr Li 
said. 

India Seeks U.N. CouncO 
Expansion 

I N pursuance of its well-known 
stand, India on November 24 made 
a forceful plea for expanding the 15- 
member Security Council to enable it 
to play effectively its role in the post- 
Cold War era and to reflect the in¬ 
crease in the membership of the UN, 
which now stands at 179. 

Addressing the UN General As¬ 
sembly, the Indian ambassador, Mr 
C.R. Gharekhan strongly disagreed 
with the contention that an expan¬ 
sion would adversely affect the ef¬ 
ficiency and effectiveness of the 
Council. The reality is otherwise. If 
the Council was paralysed in the 
past, it was due to ideological con¬ 
frontation. The size had nothing to do 
with its effectiveness and efficiency. 

The Assembly is debating a 
resolution which in effect calls for in¬ 
crease in the membership of the 
Council. It urges the Secretary- 
General to submit by June 30, 1993, 
written comments on a possible 
review of the Council membership. 
The request to the Secretary-General 
is in the context of the demands for 
the expansion of the Council made 
during the current session of the 
General Assembly as also by the 
Jakarta Non-Align^ Summit held in 
September. 

Iraq Sanctions to Remain 

I RAQ'S top diplomat contended on 
November 25 that the UN Security 
Council is committing genocide 
against his people, after it again 
rejected Iraq's Truest to lift trade 
sanctions. The exchange was the 
second time in eight months that 
Iraq's Deputy Prime Minister 
pleaded his country's case before the 
Council. Iraq wants progressive 
relaxation of the embargo as it has 
satisfied cease-fire terms and other 
UN resolutiorrs. 

But even before his appeal. 
Council members agreed that Iraq 
has not complied with the terms of 
the cease-fire that ended the 1991 
Gulf War, including full disclosure of 
its arms programmes. Iraq says it has 


no incentive to cooTOrate if the em¬ 
bargo remains in place indefinitely. 
To insist upon the embargo being im¬ 
posed on Iraq is to insist on a crime of 
genocide committed against the 
people of Iraq, the Deputy Premier 
asserted in the Council. 

"The Council will be responsible 
for the crime as long as the embargo 
is imposed", he said, adding that 
thousands of children have died in 
recent weeks because of the sanc¬ 
tions. Referring to Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait in August, 1990, he said that 
the circumstances in which the Coun¬ 
cil imposed the embargo have disap¬ 
peared. 

But the Council President 
pointed out that there's been no 
movement to date which would give 
the Council any inclination to con¬ 
sider lifting or modifying the sanc¬ 
tions any time in the near future. He 
read out a statement outlining Iraq's 
numerous failufes. He also acknow¬ 
ledged some compliance, especially 
in weapons destruction. 

U.N. Bureaucracy—World's 
Worst 

T he operations of the United Na- 
tioirs are greatly hindered by the 
lack of finances and certain other 
problems. The Secretary-General, Mr 
Boutros Ghali, expressed the view 
late in November that if the U.N. is to 
be an important force for peace in the 
post-Cold War world, member- 
countries must be much more willing 
to provide money and forces ena¬ 
bling the world body to undertake 
ambitious new roles. 

In an interview to the 
"Washington Post", he said the real 
problem was the lack of political will 
among the member-States. They are 
not rea(^ to pay; that is the paradox 
of the Cold War when they were 
ready to pay billions to maintain an 
uneasy peace. "Now that the Cold 
War is over, they won't pay even 
much more modest amounts neces¬ 
sary to ensure stable and durable 
peace", Mr Ghali added. 

During his interview he acknow¬ 
ledged that the bureaucracy at the 
U.N. is bloated and needs reform. He 
talked about resistance to change, by 
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the different eeographicail, radal and 
economic aluances, known as "the 
mafias", wifitin the UN membership. 

Mr Boutros-Ghali pleaded that 
the reforms, such as trimming the 
bureaucracy, weeding out corrupt 
and incompetent officials and in¬ 
creasing the number of women in key 
posts, should be done in gradual 
stages and only after considerable in¬ 
ternal study and consultation. The 
U.S., however, had made rapid 
progress towards UN management 
and budgetaiy reforms a condition of 
paying about $ 120 million in back 
dues and $ 64.5 million in peace¬ 
keeping assessments that it still owes. 

U.N. Rebuff to U.S.A. 

N a major setback for the United 
States, the UN General Assembly 
on November 25 repudiated the 
tightened US trade emraigo on Cuba 
and urged a repeal. The stinging 
defeat for the U.S. came the first time 
the Assembly has ever voted on the 
issue. It was seen as a big victory for 
the Communist Government of 
Cuban President Fidel Castro, which 
sponsored the resolution. 

Most nations viewed the US 
measures as infringing on their 
sovereignty and violating their rights 
to free trade and navigation. Cuba 
withdrew a similar resolution in 1991 
in the face of hectic US lobbying lar¬ 
gely absent this year. 

The vote in the 179-nation As¬ 
sembly, the world's Parliament, was 
59-3, with 71 abstentions. The other 
nations were not present or did not 
cast votes. 

Many of America's closest allies 
and friends abstained, like Britain, 
Germany, Japan and Australia. Some, 
like France and Canada, supported 
repeal. Most Latin nations vigorously 
opposed the strengthened embargo. 
Also abstairring was Russia. The now 
defunct Soviet Union was Cuba's 
nuiin ally. 

Only the United States, Israel and 
Romania voted against the resolution 
titled, "necessity of ending the 
economic, conunerdal and financial 
embargo imposed by the United 
States of America against Cuba". 

Unlike Security Council 


mea»jres. General Assembly resolu¬ 
tions are not legally binding, but they 
carry considerable moral weight as 
the expression of the international 
community's will. 

President Bush signed the Cuban 
Democracy Act of 19% into law with 
the stated aim of hastening a transi¬ 
tion to democracy in Cuba, but it 
seeks to apply US law to other 
countries. The Cuban ambassador 
contended that the embargo has cost 
his island nation more than $ 38 bil¬ 
lion and cited hardships, including 
lack of imported medicines and 
medical equipment. 

U.N. Peace Plan Shattered 

T he 2 -billion dollar peace-keeping 
plan for Cambodia has been shat¬ 
tered by the Left-wing Khmer Rouge 
guerrilla group. The plan had been 
agreed upon in Paris in October, 1991. 
The Khmer Rouge, already notorious 
for causing the deaths of an estimated 
one million Cambodians when it 
ruled the country between 1975 and 
1978 has, in recent months repeatedly 
flouted a nation-wide ceasefire, fired 
on UN helicopters, and sabotaged 
bridges. It has also refused to allow 
UN forces access to the areas it con¬ 
trols and refuses to disarm its tnx>ps 
in accordance with the peace agree¬ 
ment. 

But some people argue that the 
Khmer Rouge is merely playing for 
time and making last-minute "tacti¬ 
cal moves" to consolidate its recent 
territorial, political and economic 
gains before )rielding to the elections 
scheduled for next May—elections 
which the Khmer Rouge is expected 
to lose. The international talks in Beij¬ 
ing aimed at bringing the Khmer 
Rouge to heel. 

Mr Khieu Samphan, the nominal 
Khmer Rouge leader, ignored the 
pleas of the various sponsors of the 
Paris peace accord, shrugged off a 
UN deadline of November 15 for 
Khmer Rouge compliance and said 
his organisation would not par¬ 
ticipate in the elections in the prevail¬ 
ing conditions. 

The consequences of continued 
Khmer Rouge intransigence are like¬ 
ly to be severe, both for die credibility 
of the UN (which is committing more 


than 20,0(X) troops and civilians and $ 
2 billion to the largest peace-keepii^ 
operation in its history), and for tlfe 
future of Cambodia as it struggles h> 
emerge from two decades m war. 
One immediate worry for the UN 
Transitional Authority in Cambodia 
(UNTAC) is that the other three Cam¬ 
bodian factions will start reversing 
the disarmament prcKess which they 
had began without the Khmer Rouge. 

The danger of excluding the 
Khmer Rouge once for all, western 
diplomats say, is that it would be free 
to denounce the election results, theri/, 
bide its time in the fastnesses 
northern Cambodia until the UN it , 
forced by a shortage of funds to extri¬ 
cate itself from the country, and ul¬ 
timately challenge the future elected 
government. 

- 1 

NPT Top Priority, Says 
Clinton 

HE US President-elect, Mr Bill, 
Clinton, recently reaffirmed his 
commitment to non-proliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction while 
an Indian delegation was holding 
talks with the Bush administration on 
regional issues and N.P.T. 

At his first press conference, Mr 
Clinton referred to non-proliferation 
twice when asked what his top 
priorities were in foreign policy. He 
intends working hard to stop the 
proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction—nuclear, biological and . 
chemical. Mr Clinton's priority jobs 
also include keeping the Middle East 
peace process on track.... and' 
strengthening global economic 
growth. The President-elect said the 
US had a commitment towards 
global growth and economic 
regeneration and the responsibility 
as the world's sole super-power, to 
promote democracy and fin^om. 

Asked how he intended to deal 
with unfriendly nations trying to 
make nuclear weapons, he said some 
kind of a test ban, coupled with "the 
right kind of agreement not to 
proliferate or transfer technologies", 
may be the way out. 

One of his first acts as President 
would be to issue an executive order 
(as commander-in-chief) to remove 
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the ban on "gays" in the military. 
Later, Mr Clinton quietly changed 
that pledge to give him more time to 
think it over and promised that he 
would "consult a lot of pc?ople" for an 
indefinite time "about what our op- 
!. tionsare". 

) No issue has agitated the US 
;■ military in recent years more than the 
- promise of an incoming commander- 
I in-chief to remove the ban on 
! professed homosexuals though they 
say they know there are homt>sexuals 
in the military. 

Mr Clinton said his cabinet 
would be drawn from various ethnic 
. and racial backgrounds and he 
would "look beyond political 
partisanship". 

"Cold war" in Govt to end: The 
US President-elect and majority 
leaders in Congress have pledged an 
end to the "cold war" within the U.S. 
Government and promised an era t)f 
cooperation and action. Mr Clinton's 
election marks the end of 12 years of 
Republican Presidents fadng a most¬ 
ly Democratic congress. 

Decrying the past deadlocks be¬ 
tween Congress and Presidents Bush 
and Reagan, Mr Clinton said he 
didn't want a continuation of the 
"cold war" between the two 
branches of government. The voters, 
he said, want action not words. 
"They want responsibilities, not 
blame." 

Population Eclipses 
N-Threat 

W ITH the reduction in nuclear ar¬ 
senals lessening the likelihtxxl 
of nuclear war, population growth is 
emerging as the leading threat to our 
future, says the Washington-ba.sed 
WorldWatch Institute. Feeding 92 
million additional people each year is 
now possible only by reilucing the 
consumption of those already there, 
says the Institute's new report "Vital 
Signs 1992: Trends Shaping Our 
Future". 

The report analyses 36 environ¬ 
mentally related indicators that affect 
human welfare. Growth in food 
production has slowed dramatically 
iniecent years, losing momentum on 
every’ front. The era of dramatic rises 


in per capita production of basic food 
and foodstuffs, such as grain output, 
is either static or declining. 

■ The new trends are not reassur- 
I ing, especially for the billion or so 
I people on the lowest rung of the 
I global economic ladder. Grain 
I production, perhaps the best single | 
j indicator of well-being among the j 
I world's poor, recorded an average j 
i annual growth of less than one per j 
• cent in the past seven years compared 
j to .3 per cent from 1950 to 19B4. 

I Even as the pressure on cropland j 
I and fresh water resources is mount- I 
j ing, a new agronomic constraint— 
j slowing down of fertiliser use—is 
i emerging. This is largely because of 
I diminishing response of crop yields 
i to additional fertiliser use. "Vital 
I Signs" says declining foixi pnxluc- i 
! tion per person in largely agrarian | 

I societies can quickly translate into j 
j falling income as well. 

' The World Bank data show that | 

\ per capita Gross National Product ! 
(GN'P) fell in some 50 countries | 
during the eighties. If population ' 
growth cannot be slowed in these I 
countries, containing 850 million ■ 
people, living conditions are likely to i 
i deteriorate further during this ' 

! decade. Efforts to improve the living i 
; standards for an I'xpanding popula- 
1 tion may now depend on a com- 
i prehensive effort to accelerate the 
j global shift to smaller families. 

I UN Tightens Sanctions ! 

against Serbia j 

HE U.N. Security Council on | 
November 17 tightened the naval | 

I blockade against Serbia and Mon- 
, tenegro anil authorised the military 
! force, if necessary, to enforce the em- ! 
j bargo. The Council adopted the j 
j resolution by 13 votes, with China ! 
j a nd Zi mbabwe absta ini ng. 

I The resolution impiwes a naval 
j biiKkade on the Danube river and the 
, Adriatic coast, banning the transport 
I of petroleum products, metal, chemi- 
I cals and other strategic goods into 
j Yugoslavia, and authorising searches 
i of all merchant ships. It called upon 
I governments and regional agencies 
■ to halt all inward and outward 
' maritime shipping in order to inspect l 


and verify their cargoes and destina¬ 
tions. It also asked the Secretary- 
General, Mr Boutros-Ghali, to make 
recommendations on sending UN 
observers to Bosnia's borders to 
verify whether Serbia and Croatia are 
sending Irixjps and weapons and on 
studying humanitarian needs in Bos¬ 
nia. 

The resolution failed to satisfy 
the Islamic nations which had 
demanded that Bosnia be allowed to 
import arms to defend itseff against 
the Serbs with vastly superior 
weapons. 

The Council imposed an arms 
embargo against the entire former 
Yugoslavia but it is being violated 
with impunity. Despite sanctions, 
Serbiiin ford's have seized about 70 
per cent of Bosnian territory and have 
almost constantly been shelling Bos¬ 
nian Muslim targets. Thousands of 
people have been killed. 

World Water Crisis 

SSESSMENTS made by some im¬ 
partial organisations indicate 
that the world may soon be faced 
with a crippling w’ater crisis. The 
scenario presented in these assess¬ 
ments is indeed frightening. The con¬ 
tinuing waste of this precious 
rc.source is causing much concern in 
informeil quarters. The Worldwatch 
Institute, the Washington-based en¬ 
vironmental group, has made the 
prediction that scarcity of water may 
cause international conflicts in the 
coming years. 

This is not the first time that at¬ 
tention has been focussed on the 
casual approach of world leaders to 
the impending crisis. Global water 
requirement has more than tripled. 
Obviously, there are limits to expand¬ 
ing the water .supply. The 
Worldwatch Institute has warned of 
the perils inherent in neglecting the 
time-tested method of conserving 
water and using it more efficiently. 

India is blessed with plenty of 
rainfall, but the country has done 
nothing to store it properly. The 
Centre for Science and Environment 
(CSE), a New Delhi-baSed NGO, has 
pointed out that India uses only a 
tenth of the rainfall it receives an¬ 
nually. Ancient India stored rainfall 
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in tanks and ponds. Owing to neglect 
by the British and, subsequentiy, iti- 
dependent Indian administrations 
tanks started vanishing.. If a cmtuiy 
ago tanks irrigated half the cropFied 
area, they now irrigate less than 10 
per cent in India. Experts calculate 
that tanks built over 3 per cent of 
India's land area could storb a 
quarter of its rainfall. 

Despite the five-year plans, 20- 
point programmes • and high- 
powered technology missions, we 
have failed to make headway in this 
vital matter. TheHtnal and Sodal Ac¬ 
tivists VVorldwatch Institute has em¬ 
phasised that by using new and old 
technologies, farmers could cut water 
demands by 10 to 50 per cent, in¬ 
dustries by 40 tp 90 per cent and cities 
by a third, with no adverse effect on 
economic output. 

New SAARC Body . 

A ssociation of saarc 

Speakers and Parliamentarians 
(ASSP) waS launched at Kathmandu 
in November with the signing of the 
charter by the presiding officers of 
the member-countries for iftcieased 
involvement in the mocess of 
regional co-operation. The charter, 
was ratified after day-long delibera¬ 
tions under the chairmanship of the 
host-Speaker of Nepal, Mr Dhun- 
gana. 

The general provisions made in 
the charter containing 10 articles are 
that bilateral and contentious issues 
should be excluded and that 
decisions at all levels should be taken 
unanimously. The "general 
provisions" are similar to those in the 
charter of the SAARC. 

The preamble of the charter says i 
that the Speakers and the members of 
Parliament of the seven member-, 
countries are conscious of their com¬ 
mon social, economic, and political 
interest and aspirations and ties of 
history and friend^p that bind their 
peoples. The SAARC created a 
framework for the States and the 
governments in the,, region to co¬ 
operate among themselves to adiieve 
the ideals of its diarter. 

India's offer: India is prepared to 
help the member-countries of the 
SAARC if they want to pick up the 


time-tested Indian system of par- 
liameittary democracy, aoccHding to 
Mr %ivrM Fatil, Speauker of the Lx^ 
Sabha. Taltdng to the Katiunandu- 
based Indian journalists Mr Patil 
said: "We are not going to impose 
ourselves on anyb^y. Rather, we 
would like to march together." 

New Plan for Power 
Sharing 

I N a major move to hasten. 

democratic process in South Africa 
the African National Congress an¬ 
nounced that it had adopted a policy 
to share power with the ruling Na¬ 
tional Party during the transitional 
process and possibly even after the 
first democratic elections. The na¬ 
tional working committee of the 
ANC, which is r^arded as a 
"shadow cabinet", adopted on 
November 19 a policy document en¬ 
titled "Strategic Perspectives". 

The ANC says it is necessary not 
only to share political power but also 
to provide security for white Soutii 
Afncans in order to ensure a smooth 
transition to democratic majority 
rule. The ANC and Mr De iderk's 
party occupy a central role in the 
transition and their relationship- is 
marked by conflict arising from at¬ 
tempts by the Government to block 
the transition, coupled with construc¬ 
tive interaction in pursuing agree¬ 
ments. 

The challenge facing the ANC 
leadership is to mana^ this con¬ 
tradiction. Even after the adoption of 
•a new constitution the ANC may still 
be required to consider the estab¬ 
lishment of a government of national 
unity provided that the parties that 
have lost the dections are not able to 
paralyse the functioning of govern¬ 
ment. Meanwhile; Mr F.W. De Klerk, 
reacting to accusations of an army 
"dirty tricks" campaign, said he had 
replaced the qpmmand of South 
African military intelligence. The 
I^nesident announced the measures in 
response to a statement bv a judicial 
inquiry that military intelligence had 
'sought to subvert Mr Nelson 
Mandela's African National Con¬ 
gress by ii^volving its guerillas in 
common crime. 

Mfmdela's Demand: Mr Man¬ 


dela, putiii^ new pressure on Presi->: 
dent F.W. de Kfetk has demanded a 
date for ending White rate or: face a 
severing of rdations with tire 

Mr Martdda's Aftican National 
Congress is tired of talking and wants 
tp see the fixdts of its h»m stra^te 
against apartheid. The ANC and 
Government have held several 
bilateral meetirigs in recent rrwmths, 
and plan another very shcartly, to dis¬ 
cuss the date for installation of q 
multi-racial goverrunent. "If that 
issue is not resolved, there will be no' 
further bilateral talks with the 
Government", he stressed. 

A break in relations with the 
ANC would be a major setback to Mr 
De Klerk, who is trying to revive 
multi-party negotiations on ending 
apartheid. The ANC is themain Black 
group, and without its participaticm 
the talks have no chance of success. 
But if Mr De Kleik meets an ANC 
liltimatum, he faces the prospect of 
losing support from many .Whiles 
who already believe he is bowing to 
the black group. In addition to k^p 
ing the talks on track, Mr De Klerk 
faces mounting pressure to answer 
widespread allegations of corruption 
and "dirty tricks" inhisGoveranjent. 

9 

U.S. Quits Philippines Base . 

T he U.S. at last left the vital Subic 
Bay luival base in the ITulippines 
at the end of November, 1992, mark¬ 
ing the end of nearly a century of 
American military involvement in< 
the country. The final act came at the 
former ^oic Bay naval base when 
the US Ambassador, Mr Richard 
Solomon, and four US admirals 
handed bade the nearby Culn point 
air station to the Philiwines Presi¬ 
dent, Nfr Fidel RanK>s. tWisancb of 
Filipinos, US servicemen and 
diplomats ^thered along Subic Bay 
as a giant Philippine flag rose over 
the base, symbolising the nation's 
final .takeover. 


Washingtem wanted to stay on to 
the Cubi point air statitHi. SuUc and 
other Philippines bases for 10 more 
years, but was forced to pull ouf its 
‘troops after the Philippines Senate 
refused a year ago to ratify a new 
bases tr^ty. 
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THE EXAMINER’S 
GUESS QUESTIONS 


Q. What was the dispute be¬ 
tween the European Community 
and USA that had led to alm'ost a 
trade war between the two in early 
November 1992? 

Ans. The subsidy on oilseeds. 
The Americans wantra that the sub¬ 
sidies on oilseeds, to European 
farmers, should be done away with. 
The European Community 
countries, especially France, were 
against withdrawal of subsidies. 

Q. What are the main highlights 
of the Supreme Court's verdict of 
reservation issue? 

Ans. Reservation for the back¬ 
ward classes is permissible provided 
the 'creamy layer' is excluded 

—A backward class cannot be iden¬ 
tified only and exclusively with 
reference to economic criteria. 

—The total reservation in govern¬ 
ment Jobs shall not excera more 
than So per cent. 

—There can be no reservation in 
promotions. 

—Reservation purely on economic 
criteria for pwr struck down. 

—Reservation in certain technical 
posts not advisable. 

Q. Which train has been re¬ 
named Swaraj Express to mark the 
Golden Jubilee celebrations of the 
Quit India Movement? 

Ansi Jammu Tawi-Bombay Ex¬ 
press train. 

Q. Which city has been chosen 
to host the 1993 Earth Summit? 

Ans. Manchester, UK.' 

Q. Name the National Song of 
India. 

AAs. Vande Matram. 

j 

Q. What does the Highway 
(Amendment) Bill, 1992 provide for? 

Ans. It gives effect to the Na-, 
tional Highways (Amendment) Or¬ 
dinance, 1992 which mainly 
provided for imposition of a cess to 
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raise additional resources for 
development and maintenance of 
highways. 

^Q. Name the countries that are 
part of the European Community. 

Ans. France, Germaiw, Italy, 
U.K., Spain, Netherlands, Belgium, 
Greece, Portugal, Denmark, Ireland 
and Luxembourg. 

Q. What milestone was 
achieved by Indian Military 
Academy (iMA) on December 8, 
1992? 

Ans. IMA celebrated its 
diamond Jubilee. Field Marshal Sam 
Manekshaw was among the first 
batch of cadets to leave IMA (in 
1934). 

- Q. What is Economic Coopera¬ 
tion Organisation (ECO)? 

Ans. ECO, which groups Iran, 
Turkey, Pakistan, A%hanistan, Azer¬ 
baijan, Kyrgistan, Tajikistan, 
Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan and Uz¬ 
bekistan, is an economic bloc of these 
predominantly Muslim countries. 
The basic aim is to coordinate trade 
between these countries and to 
counter the negative effects of other 
trading blocs. 

Q. Which day is celebrated as 
'Pollution Prevention Day'? 

Ans. December 2. 

Q. At which place the tallest 
chimney of India has been built? 

Ans. Talcher in Orissa. It stands 
at a majestic height of 227.5 metres 
and has been built b/ the National 
Buildings Construction Corporation 
(NBCC). 

Q. In which country has UN un¬ 
dertaken the world's biggest armed 
humanitarian rescue operation? 

Ans. Somalia. About 28,000 
American soldiers have been sent to 
silence the guns of Somali bandits 
and help feed hundreds of 
thousands of starving people. 


Q. Where was the third summit 
of G-15 countries held in November 
1992? * 

Ans. Dakar, Senegal The fourth 
summit in 1993 will oe held-in New 
Delhi. 

Q. What is South Investment 
Trade Technology Data Centre 
(SHTDEO? 

Ans. The SITTDEC project has 
been undertaken by the G-15 mem¬ 
ber countries to provide essential in¬ 
puts in the area of trade, technology 
and development. It is being co¬ 
ordinated by Malaysia. 

^Q. Name the member countries 
of G-15. 

Ans. Algeria, Argentina, Brazil, 
Egypt, India, Indonesia, Jamaica, 
Malaysia, Mexico, Nigeria, Peru, 
Senegal, Venezuela, .Yugoslavia and 
Zimbabwe. Chile-has been admitted 
as the new member. 

Q. Name the oldest Football 
tournament of India? 

Ans. Durand Cup. It is the 
second oldest in the world, after the 
F.A. Cup in England. The tourna¬ 
ment is named after Sir Mortimer 
Durand. 

The Royal Scots t'usiliers were 
the first winners in 1888. The first 
Indian team to win the tournament 
was Mohammedan Sporting, Calcut¬ 
ta, who claimed it in 1940. 

Mohan Bagan has been winner 
fourteen times and runners-up eight 
times. 

Q. What historical event took 
placeon Deceniber 2,1942? 

Ans. It was on this day that a 
small group of scientists, at the En¬ 
rico Fermi's experimental reactor in 
Chicago, harnessed the eneigy of the 
atom tor the first tii;ae. 

The 50th anniversary of thd first 
man-made nuclear cmn reaction 
was celebrated on December 2# 1992. 



Current General Knowledge 


ABBREVIATIONS 

ECO: Economic Cooperation 
Organkation. 

ECSD: Electronic Qearance Set¬ 
tlement aitil Depository Facility. 

FARM: Forum of Farmers and 
Ruralite MPs. 

GCA: General Currency Area. 
LTA: LightJhmsport Aircraft. 

SITTDEC: South Investment 
Trade Technology Data Centre. 

AVIATION ^ 

Indian Transport plane in pipeline 

T he Indian Light Transport 
aircraft is no longer a dream. The 
concept and design of the aircraft are 
ready and the project definition 
report will be ready soon. , '» 

The LTA will be a nine-to-four- 
teen seater aircraft that would be able 
to fly by day or night with short take¬ 
off and landing capability in any ter- 
ram. 

The project is being undertaken 
in collaboration with Russia. 

Assuming that the project gets 
green signal from all quarters, the 
Erst flight of proto^jm^ will be pos¬ 
sible by December 1994. The produc¬ 
tion could start in 1995 and the Erst 
aircraft could roll out by end-1996. 
The total expenditure is expected tp 
be Rs 300 crore. 

AWARDS 

The 1992 Indira GaxuUii prize for 
Peace, Disarmament and 
Devefopment 

D r Saburo Okita, a former forei^ 
minister of Japan and a ww- 
known economist has been 
nominated for this award. 

Borlaug awards, 1992 

D R Amrita Patel, Prof Sun^t K. 

Datta and Dr M. Rao have been 
given foe Borlaug awards for o^^ 
standing contiibutioiw to agriculture. 


Dr PateL foe first woman to be 
chosen for the award, has been com¬ 
mended for wori( relating to village 
cooperatives for dairy development 
as wen as tree growing. She is the 
managing director of the National 
Dairy Development Board and a trus¬ 
tee of the World Wide Fund for Na¬ 
ture, India. 

Prof Surajit Datta gets the award 
for identifying IR-B, an early high- 
yielding variety. Considered an 
authority on fertiliser use and ef¬ 
ficiency, he is the director of Interna¬ 
tional Programmes at the Virginia 
Pol 3 dechnic Institute, US. 

Dr M.V. Rao, who is the Vice- 
Chancellor of Andhra Pradesh 
University, is credited with the ad¬ 
vancement of the India's wheat 
programme and for being leader of 
India's eE'orts in self-sufficiency in 
edible oUs. 

G.D. Birla award for scientific 
research, 1992 

P ROF Goverdhan"' Mehta, Profes¬ 
sor, School of Chemistry, jJniver- 
sity of Hyderabad has been honoured, 
with this award. 

The award has been in^ituted by 
the KJC. Birla Foundation with foe 
objective of according recognition to 
high calibre scientific research under¬ 
taken by Indian scientists below the 
age of 50 years, living and working in 
India. 

* ' I 

The award is worth of Rs one 
lakh in cash. 

B,M. Birla science awards, 1991 
' For Biology: Prof Raghavendra 
Gadagkar of the Irtdian Institute erf 
Science, Bangalore, and Dr J. 
Gaurishankar Centre for Cdlular 
and Molecular Biology, Hyderabad. 

For Physics: Dr T. Padmanab- 
han of the Tata Institute of Fun- 
damattal Research, Bombay, and Dr 
S.B. Qgde of Department of Physics, 


University of Pune. 

Lata Mangeshkar award, 1992-93 

R enowned music con^oser, 
Rahul Dev Burman, has been 

f iven the prestigious award which 
as been instituted by the Govern¬ 
ment of Madhya Pradesh. 

The award carries Rs (me lakh m 
cash and a citation. 

Neerja Bhanot awards . 

For 1991: Ms Flavia Agnes, a so¬ 
cial activist of Bombay and Ms 
Sadhna Pawar, an Indian Airlines 
flight attendant 

For 1992: Ms Satya Rani Chadha 
of Delhi and Ms Amrita Ahluwalia, 
an Indian Airlines flight attendant 

The awards have been instituted 
by the Neerja Bhanot Pan Am Trust 
and carry a momento, a citation and 
cash of ^ one lakh. The awards are 
given to women whose exemplary 
courage and outstanding perfor¬ 
mance stand out aS a beacon for all 
womanhood. 

BOOKS 

"I am my own model" 

T his is' the autobiography of 
Former \^ce President, Mr B.D. 
Jatti. He was the acting President of 
India during the last days of the 
emergency. 

In this book he has said that 
during the emergency some Mitu- 
sters and Chief Ministers of the States ' 
exploited ‘it to their own advantage 
and the then Prime Minister, Mrs hi-. 
dita Gandhi, had to bear the brunt of 
foe blame for it. 

He has also given vivid account 
of the events in early 1977 when the !• 
Congress l(»t power at the Centre, for > 
the ^t time. 1 

CONFERENCE J 

International Defence Seminar f' 

F or the first time India v^l be | 
jointly hosting with the USA ain ' r 
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International Defence Seminar in 
New Delhi in Jantiary 1993. It will be 
attended by upper middle rung serv¬ 
ing army officers ftom 38 countries. 

Termed as PAMS-17 (Pacific Ar¬ 
mies Management Seminar), it will 
be the 17th in the series of su^ semi¬ 
nars co-hosted by an Asian or Pacific 
nation with the US as a permanent 
co-host. 

The theme of PAMS-17 will be 
"UN Peace Keeping Operations". 

23rd World Conference on Human 
Resource Development 

T his conference will be held in 
New Delhi to examine strategic 
issues related to man-power 
development in the context of global 
changm. 

CbNSTmJTION 

Citizenship for children of Indian 
mothers abroad 

T he Parliament has approved a 
Bill seeking to eliminate dis¬ 
crimination against women in the 
matter of citizenship of their 
children. 

Under the biU, a person bom out¬ 
side India would be deemed to be an 
Indian citizen if either of his/her 
parents are Indian. Earlier the 
provision applied only if the father 
was an Indian citizen. 

EXPEDITION 

12th Antasctica expedition 

T he 12tn Indian scientific expedi¬ 
tion to Antarctica was flagg^-off 
from Goa on December 6,1992. 

The 56-member expedition is led 
by Dr V.K. Dhaigalkar of the Nation¬ 
al Institute^)! Owanography. 

The team will undertake scien¬ 
tific work in the field of atmosphere 
science, meteorology, biology, 
oceanography, geology and environ¬ 
mental physiology. 

The summer component of the 
team, cmnprising of 30 members^ will 
return along with 26 members of the 
eleventh wint»' team, at present in 
Antarctica, under the leadership of 
Mr D.S. Mukherjee, a scientist ^m 
the Geological Survey of India. 

A new team of 26 miimbers of the 
12di expedition will stay behind to 


continiK the scientific work and also 
maintain the Indian station, Maitri. 

NUCLEAR ENERGY 

Koodankulam N*power plant 

K erala wUl join Andhra 
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka 
and Pondicherry in the setting up of 
the Koodankulam nuclear power 
plant at Kanyakumari, Tamil Nadu. 

The 1,000 MW power plant will 
be executed by the Nuclear Power 
Corporation in about five years at an 
estimated cost of Rs 5,300 crore. The 
funds will come through public bor¬ 
rowings and horn the Central and 
State governments. 

PERSONS 

Gharekhan, Chinmaya Rajaninath 

H e is the Indian Ambassador to 
United Nations. Recently he has 
been appointed as the Secretary to 
the multi-lateral negotiations of the 
middle-East talks. He will hold the 
rank of under-secretary general, a top 
UN post. 

He wiU coordinate the role of the 
UN in the working groups on arms 
control and envirorunent, economic 
and regional development and 
refugees. Before his appointment 
there was no Indian in the top Hierar¬ 
chy of UN. 

58-year-o!d Mr Gharekhan, a 
lawyer who joined IPS in 1958, has 
served as Indian Ambassador to the 
UN since August 1986. 

Rangarajan, Dr C. 

D r C. Rangarajan, member Plan¬ 
ning Commission, has been ap¬ 
pointed Governor of the Reserve 
Bank of India. 

A noted economist, he was one of 
the architects of the Exim scrips 
mechanism and LERMS. Before join¬ 
ing the Planning Commission in Sep¬ 
tember 1991, he was deputy governor 
of RBI. 

PROJECTS 

Baspa-II hydel project 

T he work on the execution of 300 
mw Baspa-II hydel project in Trial 
district of Kinnaur would start from 
April 1993. 

The project,, which is first in the 
counriy to go'into the private sector 


for execution, would be commis¬ 
sioned within five years. 

RESEARCH 

Robot to study live volcano 

R esearchers have unveifed a robot 
Dftnte designed to explore the 
closest thin^ to hellfire on eartfi—the 
inside of a live volcano. 

Dante, which looks like a large 
metal spider, left for Antarctica on 
December 8,1992. There, guided 
scientists from Pittsbuiigh^ Carnegie 
Mellon University and the New 
Mexico Institute of Mining and Tech¬ 
nology, it would descend 280 metres 
to the crater floor of Mt Erebus, one of 
the only three volcanoes in the world 
containing a lava lakb in its crater. 

The purpose of the expedition, 
sponsored by NASA and the Nation¬ 
al Science Foilndation of USA, is to 
explore Mt Erebus and to test robot 
technologies un(|er extremely harsh 
conditions. 

Missions to the Moon and Mars 
will require robots to withstand 
harsh conditions, operate for ex¬ 
tended periods and understand and 
navigate challenging terrain^ This ex¬ 
periment is a prelude to the space 
travel. 

New semiconductor material 
developed 

J APANESE scientists have used the 
fascinating football-shaped carbon 
molecules to produce a new semicon¬ 
ductor material which would usher 
in a new age in electronics. 

The new semiconductor has been 
developed by researchers at the Mit¬ 
subishi Electric Corporation. It is 
made of fullerenes caibon molecules 
that' have 60 atoms of carbon 
clustered around each other in the 
spherical shape of a football. 

The fullerene-based semiconduc¬ 
tor is a new semiconducting material 
developed after silicon emeiged in 
the 1950s, and gallium arsenide 
during the 1980s. 

The new semiconductor is ex¬ 
pected to offer impro](edresistanceto 
radiation and heat, greater 
transparency and a higher degree of 
integration than conventional 
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sili<^<ba8ed materials. 

The 60-atom carbon molecule 
had fascinated scientists ever since its 
disooveiy in the mid-ei^ties. Until 
then, carbon was belie^^ to exist 
only in two otl^er molecular forms— 
diamond or graj^te. 

SPACE RESEARCH 

Russian friendship rocket 

A Russian friendship rocket, carry¬ 
ing a payload of reUgious icons, 
appeals for world peace and a stuffed 
toy dog, blasted into oibit on Novem¬ 
ber 15,1992 en route to a splashdown 
off the coast of Washington State in 
USA. 

The journey began with the 
launching of a three-stage Soyuz 
rocket from the once-secret Plesetsk 
space ceptre near the northern Rus¬ 
sian Port of Archangel. 

Mounted on the rocket was the 
Resurs 500 satellite and descent 
module which orbited earth for about 
Sve days before splashing down in 
international waters about 320 kms 
frorit the Washington coast.' 

The Russian Navy's 
oceanographic research vessel hshed 
the mc^ule out of the Pacific and 
took it to Seattle on November 24. 


In Seattle, receptions, art shows, 
folk song anch dance perfomiances 
and a tour of the ship wer^planned. 

The flight, dubbed space flight 
Europe-America 500, com¬ 
memorated the international year of 
space and the 500th anniversary of 
Columbus' arrival in the Western 
hemisphere. 

The flight linked the ex-U.S.S.R. 
and the U.S.A. in a celebratioii of a 
new era in global political and 
economic relation. 

MISCELLANY 

New hi-tech plastic centre 
lauqched 

A state-of-the-art Applications 
Development Cenfre (ADC) that 
will help India graduate from com¬ 
modity plastics to p«formance and 
speciality plastics was laimched on 
Novendier 13,1992. 

.. The ADC would have fedlities to 
develop applications for„such ad¬ 


vanced plastics as polycarbonate, 
modifiea polyphenylene oxide and 
alloys, blends and compounds of en¬ 
gineering plastics. 

Advafrced’engineering plastics, 
are high' performance polymeric 
materials endxxlying excellent ther¬ 
mal, electrical, impact and flame 
resistant properties. * 

Some facts about AIDS 

There is no cure for AIDS. It iS a 
frUal disease. But there are three ways 
to prevent AIDS. These are: 1. Safe 
Sex, 2. Safe Blood and 3. Safe Preg¬ 
nancy.. 

AIDS is the disease caused by the 
Human Immuno-deficiency Virus 
(HIV). 

People infected with HIV carry 
the virus in their bodies for life. Thesf 
people carry HIV and remain healthy 
for mariy years though they can still 
transn^it it to other people. 

After a certain period —from 5-10 
years, on an average—an HIV in¬ 
fected person develops AIDS. This 
means that the body'sability to fight 
off infections is weakened, and the 
person develops difterent diseases. 

There are no exterior signs to in¬ 
dicate that person is carrier of HIV. In 
the beginning a persoi;! infected with 
HIV may look arid feel perfectly heal¬ 
thy. Only when the immunization 
system fails does the person starts 
showing symptoms of suffering from 
different diseases. 

Contrary to popular belief, one 
carmot get HIV by kissing, mosquito 
bites, shaking hands, sharing utensils 
or towels, from toilets, from casual 
contact, from donating blood or any 
of the other myths that one may have . 
heard about. 

Air pollution highest in Mexico 

A mong the world's largest cities 
New York, London ara Tokyo 
have the cleanest air and Mexico city : 
the dirtiest according to a UN study, i 
Ozone dilution in Los Angefes is 
among the world's wOrst. | 

Air in many d'eveloping 
countries is getting more dangerous, 
with heavy, metals like mercuty and 
. cancer-causing chemicals increasing¬ 


ly entering the mix. The pn3l>lem fe 
acute in several cities Huff Hity. are 
approaching Hie ma^ve air podu- 
tion levels of the notorious Londoii 
smogs of 40 years ago. 

The report warned that air pollu¬ 
tion will increasingly cause healHi 
problems, induding damage to the 
heart, lungs and brain. 

Although dries like London and 
other big cities in developed 
countries have done much to im¬ 
prove air quality, poorer countries 
lack the money to tackle the prdbfem. 

Dalhousie to be renamed Subhash 
Nagar 

T he Himachal government has 
decided to reiuime the hill resort 
of Dalhousie as Subhash Naj^, as a 
tribute to Netaji Subhash Chandef 
Bose, founder of theindian Narional 
Army (INA). 


1993 would be the golden jubilee 
year of the INA. The re-naming func¬ 
tion will be held on January 23,1993, 
the day on which Netaji was b^. 

Days of "aathorUarian family" 
over 

W HY does your child lie? Why 
does he never say sorry? Why 
does he hate a younger sibling and 
why does he tattle Iwhind others' 
backs? The problem is not with him 
but wiHt the femily. ‘ - 

If only the parents would say 
"sorry" for some wrong they did, tte 
offspring would learn to admit his 
mistakes and politdy apologise. 

Howsoever udesirable your 
child's behaviour, control your anger 
and patiently talk it over wiHi him. 
Severe scolding—verbal abuse or 
spanking and slappii^—whether in 
public or alone, damages the fragile 
structure of self-esteem that he or she 
is gradually builditig. 

Harsh punishment not only 
‘leads to character arvi psychological 
' disorders but also perpkuates ag¬ 
gression as a characteristic way m 
splving problems. Hoice, increased 
idplence. 

y!(halt you need is demcxi^ at 
* home sipd a respec^r thfe human 
rights^l^ membeiiipight wiHiin.Hie 
four waus,.>^ay Klfelil Khavari, a 
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psychology professor at the Univer¬ 
sity of Wisciwsin-Milwaukee, and his 
wife Sue Willistion Khavari, a 
freelance writer, in their latest book 
' "Creating of Successful Family". 

The days of the "authoritarian 
family" with autocratic rule of 
parents over children as well as hus-; 
band over wife are over. "A man's 
home is his castle", is no longer true. 
The statement is as obsolete as the 
castle. 

Giving up authority is never 
easy. However, in the face of inces¬ 
sant technical and social change and 
the rising status of women, tradition¬ 
al authoritarian practices are out of 
place. 

With disappearing traditional 
norms, either the traditional family 
breaks or gives way to a "permissive 


family" where children rule over 
parents and more often than not 
parents are too busy with themselves. 

In fact the cross-currents of social 
evolution and traditional expecta- 
t^ns are responsible for the high 
break-up rate of families, today. 

The book suggests an 
"egalitarian family" characterised 
joint dedsion-making, mutual caring 
and a balance of rights and respect 
between parent and children, hus¬ 
band and wife. 

A dialogue, consultation instead 
of confrontation, coupled with dis¬ 
cipline and a grounding in morals 
and ethics, furthers flexibility, initia¬ 
tive, creativity, truthfulness, consis¬ 
tency and curiosity—all pointers of 
the psychological well-being of a 
family unit. 


Researchers have traced a dis¬ 
tinct relationship between how 
well children do in their social and 
academic life and how effectively 
their families work together to 
resolve conflicts. 

In some families, the research 
showed, a dispute is handled by all 
members speaking out, exploring the 
problem jointly and finally finding a 
solution that everyone more or less ^ 
likes, while in ofiier families, one per- ‘ 
son—generally a parent—^would im¬ 
mediately impose his idea oh 
everyone else, often within the first 
10 seconds, leaving others dissatis¬ 
fied. . 

The children of families with 
open discussions are more capable of 
social adjustment and fare better at 
school. 
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SPORTS 


ATHLETICS 

iTc Junior Asian track & 

field championship 

C hina retained theic top place with 
eleven gold, five silver and four 
bronze medals in the Junior Asian 
championship held at New Delhi. 

They were followed by India 
with ten gold, eight silver and four¬ 
teen bronze medals. However, India 
. bagged the trophy for the best team 
on the basis of greater number of 
medals. 

CHESS 

Immopar Chess trophy 

W orld chess champion, Gary 
Kasparov, defeated India's Vis- 
wanathan Anand in a rapid-play 
play-off, after their first two games 
had ended with one victory '^ch, to 
lift the trophy. 

CRICKET 

S. Aftica-India Test series 

First Test: The inaugural Test 
between India and South Africa, 
played at Durban, ended in a tame 
draw as rain and bad light forced the 
fourth day to be lost without a single 
ball being bowled. 

The highlight of the match was 
a century (103 runs) by Pravin Amre 
who became the ninth Indian to hit 
a ton on debut. He was also 
declared the "Man of the Match". 

Second Test: The second Test,, 
played at Johannesburg, also ended 
in a draw. After bowling out South 
Africa for 252 in the second innings, 
with leg spinner Anil Kumble claim¬ 
ing six wickets for 53 in 44 overs, 
India needed to make 303 runs in 90 
oveis, to'win die match. But India 
could manage only 141 for 4 when 
-the play was called-off half-an-hour 
before the scheduled close. 

Sri Lanka-New Zealand llest 
Series 

First Test: The rain-affected 
matdt, played at Moratuwa mided in 


a draw. 

Australia-West Indies Test 
Series 

First Test: The match, played in 
Brisbane, ended in a draw. West In¬ 
dies were set a target of 231 runs in 65 
overs for victory. They ended the day 
at 133 for eight, just barely managing 
to draw the match. 

FOOTBALL 

Durand Cup 

T he JCT Mills, Phagwara lifted the 
Durand Cup—the oldest football 
tournament of India—for the fourth 
time, by defeating Mohammedan 
Sporting in the finals-They were also 
awarded the Heibertsons Fair Play 
Trophy. The prize money for the win¬ 
ners was Rs 1.5 lakh. 


Rovers. Cw 

M ohan B 
Phaew 


ohan Began defeated JCT Mills, 
Phagwara, 2-0 to lift the trophy. 


HOCKEY 

29th Senior Nehru Hockey 
tournament 

I ndian Airlines defeated Border 
Security Force 5-3 in a tie-break to 
lift the trophy. 

SWIMMING 
South .Asian Aquatics 
championship 

I ndia picked up fourteen out of the 
sixteen gold medals at stake in the 
inaugural South Asian Aquatics 
championship held at (Calcutta. 

Rajiv Nagpal ai\d Sebastian 
Xavier claimed four golds each. The 
water polo event was also won by 
India. 

TABLE TENNIS 

Xlth Asian champioiuhips 

X ie Chaojie of China defeated 
Kang Hee Chan of Soufii Korea 
to lift the men's singles title in the 
Peerless Asian table teiuiis- cham¬ 
pionship, hrid at New Ddhi. 


In the women's singles final Tang 
Weiyi of China defeated her team¬ 
mate WuNa. 

The men's team title was retained 
by Chinfi when they beat North 
Korea *3-0. In the women's team title 
event Hong Kong sprang a surprise 
by defeating China 3-1 in the final. 

Indian men finished seventh and 
women sixth. 

. The Jawaharlal Nehru Trophy for , 
the youngest best player of the cham¬ 
pionship was won by Lui Goohang of 
China. 

Men's Doubles: Lee Chul Seung 
and Kang Hee Chan (South Korea). 

Women's Doubles: Ying Ringhui 
and Tang Wei Yi (China). 

Mixed Doubles: Lui Goohang 
and Wu Na (China). 

TENNIS 

Davis Ciw 

I n the 92-year-oid history of the 
Davis Cup, USA claimed A^ir 30th 
victory when they defeated Switzer¬ 
land in the finals. 

The US squad, which included 
world No. 3 Pete Sampras, 
Wimbledon champion Andre Agassi 
and John McEnroe, the most success¬ 
ful Davis Cup player, in US history, 
brought back the trophy lost to 
France last year. 

ATP World Qiampionship 

B oris Becker of Germany defeated. 

Jim Courier of USA to win the $ 
2.5 miUiQn prize. 

Kremlin Cup 

O LYMPIID champion Marc Rosset 
beat Carl-uwe Steeb of Germany 
to win the Kremlin Cup. 

Natiorial championship 

Men's single:: Gaurav Natekar. 
Women's singles: Nirupma 
Vaidyanalhan. 
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WHO'S WHO 


Appointments Etc 


Appointed; Elected Etc 

Veerapfm Moity: He has been 
elected as the new Chief Minister of 
Karnataka. 

C. R. Gharekhan: He has been 
appointed as Secretary to the UN 
sponsored multi-lateral negotia¬ 
tions of the middle-East talks 
with a rank of under-Secretary 
General. 

Dr C. Rangarajart: He has been ap¬ 
pointed Governor 6f the Reserve Bank 
of India. 

Milon K. Banerjee: He has been 
appointed as Attorney-General of 
India. 

D. R. Mehtg: He has been ap¬ 
pointed Deputy Governor of the 
Reserve Bank of India. 

G.S. Tokra: He has been elected 
as President of Shiromani Gurud- 
wara Prabandhak Committee 
(SGPC). 


Resigned/Dismissed 

L.K. Advani: of Bharatiya Janata 
Party and Leader of the Opposition in 
Lok Sabha. 

K. Bangarappa: Chief Minister of 
Karnataka. 

Kalyan Singh: Chief Minister of 
Uttar Pradesh, he was dismissed fol¬ 
lowing razing down of the disputed 
Babri Masjid at Ayodhya. 

G. Ramaswamy: The Atlprney- 
General of tndia. 

Distinguished Visitors 

Prince Fuminito and Princess Kiko: 
of Japan. 

Lewis Preston: President of World 
Bank. 

Died 

Dr Baldev Prakash: Vice-Presi¬ 
dent of Bharatiya Janata Party. He 
was 68. 

Madhav Umrekar: Noted Hindus¬ 
tani classical singer. He was 51. 


EVENTS 


NOVEMBER 

11—^Mr K. Bangarappa, Chief Min¬ 
ister of KamatalQ, resigns, en¬ 
ding a long drawn political 
impasse in die State. 

14—India rejects the US proposal 
to freeze, either unilaterally 
or, bilaterally with Pakistan, 
the production of N.- 
material. 

—^More thaiva hundred people are 
killed as torrential-rains lasK 
Tamil Nadu and Kerala. 

16—Commander of the Sri Lankan 
Navy, Vice-Admiral Clan cy Fer¬ 
nando, is killed by LTTE suicide 
bomb squad. 

—In a historic judgement, the 
Supreme Court upholds the 
Union Government's decision 
to reserve 27 per cent govern¬ 
ment jobs for the backward 
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classes. 

18—Mr Justice Lalit Mohan Sharma 
is swom-in as the Chief Justice 
of India. 

21—The third Summit of the G-15 
developing coimtries opens at 
Dakar, Senegal. , , 

24—A Chinese Boeing 737 pas¬ 
senger plane crashes killing all 
141 passengers and crew on 
board. 

28—^Supreme Court restricts the Kar 
Seoa at Ayodhya to singing of 
bhajans. 

—About 50 people are killed in 
a failed coiip bid in Vene¬ 
zuela. 

30.—Chinese Prime Minister, Mr 
Li Peng, visits Vietnam—first 
by a Chinese Premier in 21 
years. 


DECEMBER 

2—^An American Television Net¬ 
work reports that Pakistan has 
atleast sev^ Nuclear bombs. 

4—^UN approves the world's Hg- 
gest armed humanitarian rescue 
operation by US forces, |n 
Somalia. 

6— The disputed Babij Masjid in 
Ayodhya is demolished by Kar 
Sevaks. Kalyan Singh Govern¬ 
ment in Uttar Pradesh is sack¬ 
ed and President's rule is 
imposed. 

7— Over 200 people are reported 
killed across the country in an 
unprecedented wave of com¬ 
munal violence triggered off by- 
the demolition of Babri Masjid 
at Ayodhya. 

—Indian government decides to 
ban communal organisations. 

—^Mr L.K. Advani of BJP and leader 
of Opposition in-Lok Sabha, 
resigns. 

8— ^The death toll in violence, trig¬ 
gered by Ayodhya incident, 
rises to more than 470. 

—Central Reserve Police Force take 
complete control of the disputed 
Ram Janambhoomi complex at 
Ayodhya. 

—^Mr L.K. Advani and Mr Murli 
Manohar Joshi are among top 
BJP leaders arrested. 

—^S A ARC summit, which was to be 
held in Dhaka, ^ngladesh, from 
December 12, is p(»tponed.. 

9— ^The death toll in violence, trig¬ 
gered by Ayodhya- incident, 
rises to more than 700. 
Maharashtra is the worst ef¬ 
fected. 


10—Government bans Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), 
Vlshwa Hindu P^had, BaJ- 
rang pal, Jamait-e-Islami and 
Islamic Si^ . . 

—Death toll in continuing 
violence, kindled by the Ayod¬ 
hya incidence, goes up to 95lD. 





GENERAL INTELUGENCE 


TEST OF REASONINf^—! 


Find out the missing number 
1. 3; 4; 5; 9; 12;... 


(fl) 16 (h) 15 

(c) 20 

(r) 13 

(d) 17 

2. 4; 13; 40; 121;... 



(a) 242 (fc) 233 

(e) 314 

(f) 375 

id) 364 

3. 1; 8; 27; 64;... 

(fl) 121 -(f)) 85 

(f) 98 

(f) 204 

(if) 125 

4. 4; 9; 15; 22;... 



(a) 30 (f)) 43 

(c) 32 

(c) 44 

(d) 29 

5. 10; 19; 37; 73; 145;... 

(fj) 290 (f7) 191 

(c) 259 

(f) 289 

(d) 219 

6. 63; 62; 58; 49; 33;... 



(a) 15 (W 8 

(e) 19 

(l ) 3 

(d) 11 

7. 17; 29; 12; 35; 23; 34;... 



(fl) 43 (h) 11 

(c) 9 

(r) 15 

(d) 24 

8. 13; 16; 26; 32; 39; 48;... 



(fl) 59 (f)) 51 

(c) 73 

(d) 63 


(cO 52 

In questions 9 to 12, one number in each series is 
wrong. Find it out: 

9. 51; 47; 43; 36; 29. 

10. 7; 16; 34; 72; 142. 

11. 0;1;5;15;30;55. 

12. 1;1; 4; 8; 9; 18; 16; 64. 

In questions 13 to 15, all the numbers are arranged 
according to a definite pattern. Your task is to find out 
the missing numbers. 



74 

24 

41 

£• ? 

27 

.4" 

26 




Answer questions 16 to 18 on the basis of numbers 


given below: j , , 

73587429376147836561927674873 
16. How many pair of numbers become 11 if added? 


(a) 7 (b) 6 

<c) 9 

(d) 8 

17. How many 7s arc not followed by its natural next 

or preceding number? 



(u) 3 (b) 4 

(c) 5 

(d) 6 

18. Which number is exactly in the middle of 16th 
letter from the last and 20th from the beginning? 

M 8 (b) 6 

(c) 3 

(d) 7 

Correct the following equations by interchanging 

two signs: 



19. 15-f6 + 9x6- 8 = 8 

X and -f- 


(/i) -t-and- 


(c) + and + 

(d) - and x 


20. 27-i-3-(4 + 7)xl8 = -l 



(fl) and X 

(b) -i-and- 


(f) - and + 

(d) X and + 


21. 19 + 8 + (3xl6)-8 = 17. 



(a) -I- and + 

(f) + and - 

(b) - and x 
((/f +and- 


22. 128 + 8 + (7x5)-19 = 0 


+and- 

(b) Xand-*- 


(c) +and- 

(d) X and + 


In questions given below, one set of letters is dif- 

ferent from thr rest. Find it out: 



23. (a) ECF (b) SQT 

(c) LJM 

jfi) WTX 

(e) PNQ 


24. (a) C,HJ (6) BCF 

(c) KLN 

(d) VWY 

(e) RSU 



25. (a) VUYX (b) BAED 

(c) NMQP 

(d) RQUT 

(e) HGLK 



26. (fl) BDG EHK 

(e) RTW 

(c) NPS 

(d) UWZ 

27. (a) LMON (W BCYX 

(c) FGUT 



CDWV (e) JKQP 

If all the letters from A to Z were written in reverse 
order, which would be: 

28. In the middle of 15th letter from right and 14th 
from\left? 

Ot) M JbT N (0 O (d) P 

29. 4th to the left of 21st from right? 

>) Y (W B . (c) W (d) E 

30. How many tw’o to five-letter words does the 
word HIST ORY has? (Do not drop any letter in between 
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or change order. You may use the same letter again). 
id) 3 (W 4 jp) 5 W) 6 

31. How many pairs of letters in the above word 
happen to be neighbours in the alphabetical order? 

ifl) 1 ipf 2 (c) 3 id) None 

On the basis of Example given, find out the word for 
brackets; 

32. LAND (PLAN), POLE 

STE^ (_) 

33. BEST (SHOT) CHOP 

LATE (_) NAME 

Tick mark the right choice for filling the blanks in 
the same order: 

34. bac-b-cbbac-ba-b 

(a) aabc (b) bbcc (c) babe (d) abac 

35. -bac-bacaba-ab-c 

(a) aaca (b) baca (c) bbac (d) ebba 

36. abc-bc-a-aabaa-c. 

(a) abcc (b) abeb (c) bebe (d) aacb 

37. -bababc-c-abab-b 

(fl) aebe (b) beeb (c) ebbe (rf) abbe 

38. abab-cbc-aab-bccbc-a 

(fl) accb ib) ebab (c) aebe id) ebea 

Words in questions 39 to 44 have been coded by 
certain numbers. You have to find out the right code for 
letter in the box for each question: 

39. S P E I A L 

' 1,2,6,9,12,14,15 

40. D I [>r] O R C E 

1,3,5,6,7,8,14 

41. J U S T I I F j Y 

X 10,11,12,13,14,16 

42. P O J E C T 

1.2.3.6.7.11.16 

43. F I L T E R [s] 

3.6.10.12.14.15.16 

44. S U I C I 15] E 

~lT6,8,12,13,14,14 

According to a code: 

'Smugglers are reaching north' is gup sup lup kup 
'We are watching boats' is kup tup hup jup 
Smugglers have three boats' is rup sup jup zup 
'We have covered north' is lup mup zup tup 

45. What is the code for 'watching'? 

(a) kup (b) tup (c) hup id) jup 

46. Which of the following could mean 'Smugglers 
are dangerous'? 

id) lupsupdup ib) lupmupdup 

(c) dupkupmp id) kupsupdup 
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47. How many triangles are there in the figure given 
above? 

ia) 16 ib) 20 ic) 24 id) 28 

48. Count the number of squares in the above figure. 

id) 9 ib) 10 (c) 14 ' (d) 15 

In a photograph, there are three girls Kanika, 
Devika and Neelu and two men Rajesh and Kailash. 

No two girls are together. 

Devika is to the left of Rajesh. 

Kailash is not to the left of NeeL-.. 

There are two persons between Neelu and Rajesh. 

49. Who is on the extreme right? 

id) Kanika ib) Devika 

ic) Neelu id) Rajesh 

50. Who is on the right of Kailash? 

id) Kanika ib) Devika 

ic) Neelu id) No one 

51. Who is to the left of Neelu? 

(a) Kanika ib) Rajesh 

(c) Kailash id) No one 

Among five children A, B, C, D and E, B is taller than 
E but shorter than A who is shorter than C but taller than 
D who is taller than B. 

52. Who is the tallest? 

id) A ib) B (f) C 

id) D ie) E 

53. If all the children stood in a line according to their 
heights and we started counting from the tallest, who 
would be fourth? 

id) A ib) B ic) C 

id) D ie) E 

54. A man started from his headquarters on Tuesday 
and was to report to the Divisional Manager in another 
city on fourth day after the day of his departure but after 
waiting for four more days the Divisional Manager 
report^ the next day that he had not reached thae. On 
which day was the report sent? 

id) Monday ib) Sunday 

(c) Thursday (d) Friday 

In questions given below, items in questions are 
represented by set of circles according to the relation¬ 
ship among the items. Size of the circles is of no impor¬ 
tance. Match the question with the tight set of cireles 
from A, B, C, D and E. 

55. teachers: philosophers; businfiss-men 

56. repfile: peacock: cobra 

57. mouth: body: teeth 
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ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (b) The previous numbers, 3,4 cind 5 are multiplied by j 

3 to become 9, 12 a nd 15. I 

2. (d) Each next number is (x3) + 1 of the preceding i 

nunrber. j 

3. (d) The numbers are cubes of 1, 2,3,4,5 ... ' 

4. (a) Goon adding 5,6, 7,8 ... to numbers. 

5. (c) Eich next number is double -1 of its preceding ! 

number. 

6. (b) go on deducting 1‘, 2^3^4‘... from numbers. | 

7. (b) Each alternate number is the sum of numbers on ! 

its left and right. I 

8. (e) There are two series: 13,26,39,52 and 16,32,48 ... i 

9. 43. The series is 51 - 4; 47 - 5; 42-6 and 36 - 7. Should 

be 42. 

10. 72. The arrangement is (number +1) x 2. Should be 70. 

11. 15. The arrangement is 0,0 + 1 1 + 2^; 5 + 3^... Should 

be 14. j 

12. 18. Should be 27, as the arrangement is 1^;1^; 2^; 2^; 3^; 


abeb. 

38. (b) Same as above. The order is ababc/cbeba/ ... 

For codes, sort out common letters and match them with 
common numbers f.^. 'F' occurs in 41 and 4,1 so does number 
70. So 10 is the number for F. Same method is to be used for 
questions 45 and 46 by sorting out amimon codes. 


39. 1 


40. 5 

41. 10 


42. 3 

43. 12 


44. 8 

45. (c) 


46. (d) 

47. (c) 


48. (r) 

(49 to 51). The order from left to right is Neelu, Kailash, 
Devika, Rajesh and Kanika. 

49. (a) 


50. (b) 

51. (d) 
53. (b) 


52. (c) 


54. C. Was to report on Saturday, the Officer waited upto 
Wednesday and then sent the report on Thursday. 


55. D. Some teachers are philosophers. Businessmen are 
different. 


(13 to 15). The arrangement of numbers is: 

E.xample—\3. 17 - 3 - 14; 5 x 3 = 15; 5 + 17 = 22; 
15 + 14 = 29;29 + 3 + 22 = 54 and 
(29 + 3) - (5 + 14) ^ 13 


13. 

54 

14. 6 

15. 1 

16. 

(d) 

17. 

(b) 



18. 

(b) 

19. 

(h) 



20. 

(d)» 

21. 

(d) 



22. 

(a) 

23. 

(di 



24.'~m- 

25. 

(e) 



26. 

(b) 

27. 

(d) 



28. 

(b) 

29. 

(a) 





30. 

ic) 

IS; HIS; HIST; TORY and STORY. 



31. 

(b) 

HI and ST. 




32. 

BITE. 




33. 

TAME. 




34. 

(c) 

The order is bacb/bacb/ba ... 



35. 

(a) 

The order is abac/abac/ab... 



36. 

(d) 

The order is 

abca/bcaa/caab/... 

First letter 

be- 


comes the last one. 


37. (c) The order repeats alternately: ebab / abeb/ebab / 


I 56. E. Cobras are reptiles and peacocks are different. 

I 57. C. Mouth is in body and teeth in mouth. 

58. A. All are independent items. 

59. B. Some cities have industries and some are historical. 

Industries and historical places are situated out¬ 
side cities too. 

60. D 61. B 

62. A 63. A 

For answering questions 64 to 73, study the movement of 
each figure individually. The figure may mow right or left, up 
or down, along comers, chemise, anti-clockwise or sideways 
tilting right and left. Something may be methodically added or 
dropped. Different figures ofteit move at different pace and along 
different points. Also study the relationship among different 
figures of a question and then reach the conclusion. 


64. D 


65. B 

66. D 


67. E 

68. C 


69. A 

70. B 


71. E 

72. A 


73. C 
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GENERAL INTELUGENCE 


TEST OF REASONINt^ .1 


Find the odd-man out: 

1. (fl) brick 
(h) wall 

(c) cement 

(d) stone 

(e) lime 

2. (a) shirts 

(b) trousers 

(c) petticoats 
(li) shorts 
(e) nickers 

3. (a) eyes 

(b) ears 

(c) nose 
(</) skin 
((’) teeth 

4. {a) Paris 
ib) Tokyo 

(c) London 
(</) Calcutta 

(e) Kabul ' 

5. (a) tide 
ib) wave 

(c) iceberg 

(d) current 

(f) sand-dune 

6. (a) truck 
{/;) bus 
(f) car 

(d) tempo 

(e) jeep 

7. (a) chew 

(b) swallow 

(c) lick 

(d) gulp 

(e) taste 

8. (a) raw 

(b) tasty 

(c) ripe 

(d) rotten 

(e) over-ripe 


ANALOGIES 


Words in questions 9 to 16 have certain relationship. 

You have to tick-mark the pair with similar relationship: 

9. Tulsi; Valmiki 

(a) KabirrSurdas 
(h) Shakespeare: Homer 
(c) Tagore: Prem Chand 
id) Yeats: G.B. Shaw 


10. cricket: bat 

(a) carom: striker 

(b) hockey:ball 

(c) badminton; shuttle-cixrk 

(d) swimming: water 

11. luxury : necessities 
(fl) sky: earth 

(b) dreams: realities 

(c) car: aeroplane 

(d) palace: hut 

12. noise: silence 

(a) city: suburb 

(b) children: grown-ups 

(c) expert:quack 

(d) factory: grave-yard 

13. fan:cooler 

(a) doi>r: gate 

(b) Mars; Moon 

(c) train: engine 

(d) car: road 

14. hello: intimacy 

(a) dead: alive 

(b) smile: laughter 

(c) thought: mind 

(d) plain: mountain 

15. kitchen : bathroom 

(a) cooking: st'rving 

(b) van: conveyance 
(t ) blue: sky 

(d) Physics: Chemistry 

16. rose: flower 

(a) drink: cool 

(b) table: furniture 
(r) gloves: hands 

(d) oed: sleep 

Which choice from (a), (b), (c) and (li) matches with the 
other three words in questions? 

17. hoot: grunt: roar. 

(a) voice 

(/)) .shout 

(c) mew 

(d) animals 

18. Mars: Earth : Jupiter. 

(a) Sun 

(b) Saturn 

(c) Moon 
id) Planet 

19. word : phrase: sentence 

(a) letter 

(b) noun 

(c) verb 
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(li) clause 

20. maize: wheat: rice. 

(a) food 

(b) cotton 

(c) opium 

(d) millet 

Six boys Gaurav, Saurabh, Neeraj, Pankaj, Ramesh 
and Mahesh play hockey, cricket and badminton and in¬ 
door games cards, chess and scrabble. Each boy plays one 
indoor and one outdoor game and each game is played by 
two boys. Study the statements given below and answer 
the questions that follow: 

(1) Gaurav and Mahesh do not play hwkey or scrab¬ 
ble. 

(2) Neeraj and Pankaj do not play cricket or chess. 

(3) Gaurav and Saurabh do not play cricket. 

(4) Saurabh does not play badminton or scrabble and 
Neeraj does not play htKkey or scrabble. 

(5) Cricket players do not play cards. 

(6) Ramesh and Saurabh do not play chess. 

21. Which two games does Ramesh play? 

(<?) Hockey and cards 

(b) Cricket and cards 

(c) Cricket and scrabble 

(d) Badminton and scrabble 

22. Which two boys play cards? 

(a) Saurabh and Neeraj 

(b) Mahesh and Ramesh 

(c) Neeraj and Pankaj 

(d) Neeraj and Mahesh 

23. Who plays hockey and chess? 

(a) Saurabh 

(b) Pankaj 

(c) Neeraj 

(d) No one 

24. Which two boys play badminton? 

(a) Pankaj and Ramesh 

(b) Gaurav and Neeraj 

(c) Mahesh and Neeraj 

(d) Gaurav and Pankaj 

25. Which statement is superfluous? 

(a) 2nd 

(b) 4th 

(c) 5th 

(d) None 

26. If 1st Sept of a certain year was on Saturday, what 
date was on the last Monday of October of that year? 

(a) 27th 
(M 28th 

(c) 29th 

(d) 30th 

27. A tourist started from point 'P and went 1 km 
west. He turned left and walked one km; again he turned 
left and walked for 2 kms. Tlien he turned right and after 
walking 1 km turned towards west and after walking for a 
km reached point 'O'. How far is 'O' from 'P and in which 
direction? 

(a) 2 km north 


(b) 1 km east 

(c) 3 km west 

(d) 2 km south 

(e) Noneofthc*se 

Given below are some pairs of words. Mark your 
answers as: 

(a) if one is the product of another. 

(b) if one belongs to the other. 

(c) if one is opposite of the other. 

(d) if one is part of the other. 

(f) if one is a medium to achieve the other. 

28. meditation: salvation 

29. citizen : country * 

.30. heroin: opium 

31. blunt; polite 

32. crime: unemployment 

33. kindness: humanity 

34. flattery: favour 

35. Pointing to a man, a woman said to her fiiend, 
"This man's mother is mother of my mother." The man 
was the woman's: 

(a) brother 

(b) maternal uncle 

(c) cousin 

(d) son 

_ SYLLOGISMS _ 

TYPE I 

Itt the following statements, a situation has been explained 
in a few sentences follouvd bp a conclusion. You have to sap 
whether the conclusion: 

(a) necessarily follows from the statements. 

(b) is only a long drawn one. 

(c) definitely docs not follow from the statements. 

(d) is doubtful, as the data provided is inadequate. 
Note: Yowr answers should onlp be in the light of the state¬ 
ments given. 

Statements: 

36. 1. All great men have been simple in appearance. 

2. Mohan leads a simple life and puts on simple 
clothes. 

Conclusion: Mohan is a great man. 

(fl) □ (W □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

37. 1. A political party disqualified fifteen of its mem¬ 

bers. 

2. The party had disqualified a group of twenty 

members previously. , 

3. This group has formed a party of its own. 

Conclusion: The group of fifteen will also form its own 
party. 

(a) □ (W □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

38. 1. A lot of preparatory work has to be done before 

organizing a big meeting. 
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2. An important International meeting is going to be 
held in city X. 

Conclusion: The persons concerned are busy with 
preparatory work. 

(a) □ (ft) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

39. 1. Many diplomats refuse to comment on certain 

questions in Press Conferences. 

2. Such questions are usually about disputes among 
countries or political parties. 

3. One of the diplomats refused to answer many 
questions asked by press. 

Conclusion: These questions were about disputes among 
nations or political parties. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

40. 1. Doctors prescribe bed rest to patients who have 

heart attack. 

2. After some time, the patients are asked to go on 
brisk walks. 

Conclusion: The doctors are rather confused persons, 
hence do not stick to their statement. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

41. 1. Mr X unsigned from party leadership. 

2. He has withdrawn his resignation at the request of 
some members of the party. 

Conclusion: Mr X is very pofJular in his party. 

(a) U (W □ (c) U (d) □ 

Statements: 

42. 1. All the shops start clearance sale during New Year 

and Christmas. 

2. A market is full of clearance-sale banners. 
Conclusion: New Year is not far. 

(fl) □ (W □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

43. 1. A thief, being followed by the police disappeared 

into a jungle. 

2. Although the policemen knew the jungle very 
well, they could not catch him. 

Conclusion: Being thick, the jungle proved a good cover for 
the thief. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

TYPE II 

In questions given belcrw, a statement is fitlloived by Implica¬ 
tions I and II. Imply I and II to the statement and tick- mark your 
answers as under: 

(a) Only I is implicit. , 

(b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Both 1 and n are implicit. 

(d) Either I or II is impUdt. 

(e) Neither I nor II is implicit. 

Statement: 

44. Relief officers fear that thousands of persons in a 
famine-striken area would die of hunger b^use relief 


efforts have fallen far behind. 

Implications: 

I. People do not have much sympathy for the vie- . 
tims of famine. 

II. The help sent to the area is insufficient. 

(a) □ (W □ (c) □ (d) □ fr) □ 

Statement: 

45. The Head of State X declared that it wanted to 
reopen talks with International authorities Hoarding their 
trade policies. 

Implications: 

I. The previous talks had failed, 
n. The State was thinking of agreeing to some of the' 
suggestions made by International Authorities 
regarding her trade policies. 

(a) □ (W □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

46. The Government has decided not to allow further ' 
division of States. 

Implications: 

I. Such divisions affect national unity adversely. 

II. No such demands are being made at present. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

47. According to physicists sand-dunes of the Thar 
desert can store and collect solar energy more effectively 
than any other part of the country. 

Implications: 

I. Sand has a high thermal insulative quality. 

II. The desert is lying as a waste land. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

48. Huge effigies of Ravan, Kumbhakama and Megh¬ 
nad are burnt on Vijaya Dashmi. 

Implications: 

I. All of them were killed on the same day. 

II. The demon royalties were huge in size. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Statement: 

49. In this era ofcars and scooters, horse breeding still 
has tremendous prospects. 

Implications: 

I. The race lovers are always prepared to pay , 

phenominal price for good horses. j, 

II. Polo lovers also pay any price for thorough | 

breds. i 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ fr) □ I 

Statement: 

50. The authorities have not released money to the 
families of all the victims who are feared dead due to a train 
accident caused by collapse of a bridge. 

Implications: 

I. Their death has not been authentically con¬ 
firmed. 

II, The investigation is. not yet complete. 
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(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) U ((-) □ 

' Statement: 

51. Thi.’ mins of an old fort near a forgotten village are 
mute remintlers of its past glory. 

Implication:-: 

I. The modern historians and archaei^Iogists are 
not much aware of it. 

II. The place was devastated due to invasions. 

(a) □ (h) □ (c) □ W) LI (c) J 

Statement: 

32. Gardhiji believed that an eye for eye would only 
end up in making the whole world blind. 

Implications. 

I. G->ndhiji did not believe in nuilicious and reven¬ 
geful violence. 

II. Fh.' believed in tolerating cmelty and injustice. 

(a) □ m □ (r) U UD J (e) □ 

TYPE III 

In questionti f(ivcn below statements 1 ami 2 are followed bp 
conclusions i, 11 and 111. Taking the statanenls to be true, tick- 
mark your answers as under: 

(«) Only one of the conclusions follows. 

ib) Conclusions I and II follow from the statements. 

(c) Conclusions II and III follow from the statements. 

(d) Conclusions I and III are based upcm the state¬ 
ments. 

(e) All the three conclusions follow from the state¬ 
ments. 

Statements: 

53. 1. Some of the professors are fond of movies. 

2. Most of the professors spend their time in library. 

Conclusions: 

I. The pnjfessors who go to library do not go to 
mt)vies. 

II. Some of the professors who go to library go to 
movies tcx). 

III. The professors who go to movies do not go to 
library. 

(a) U ib) U (c) □ (d) □ (e) LJ 

StatcTtmits: 

54. 1. All fcxrtball players have a good appetite. 

2. Only tall persons have a go<xi appetite. 

Conclusions: 

I. Those who do not play football are not tall. 

II. All football players are tall. 

III. No football player is short. 

(fl) □ ib) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Statements: 

55. 1. The robbers looted a village and shot everyone. 

2. St>me of the villagers recovered after hospitaliza¬ 
tion. 

Conclusions: 

I. The villagers had no proper defence. 

If. The survivors were left penniless. 

III. Some of the bullet wounds received by the vic¬ 


tims were not fatal. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statements: 

5b. 1. The export of silver is less than copper but more 
than zinc. 

2. The expt)rt of iron is more than silver but less than 
gold. 

Conclusions: 

I. The export of silver is less than iron. 

II. The export of copper is more than gold. 

III. The exptirt of copper is less than gold 

(«) J (W □ (c) U (d) □ Jc) □ 

Statements: 

57. 1. Low budget films generally introduce new faces 

who work very hard. 

2. Such low budget films are mostly art movies. 
Cmtclusions: 

I. PnxJucers of high budget commercial movies 
usually do not take risk of introducing new faces. 

II. Art movies do not nevessarily need high budget. 

III. New artists work with enthusiasm. 

(a) iJ (b) iJ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Statements: 

58. 1. The death rate among girl children is more than 

male children. 

2. The expectant mothers often get rid of their un- 
lx>rn girl baby. 

Conclusions: 

I. Most of the families want sons only. 

IT. Boys are much cared for while girls are 
neglected. 

111. Within a short lime, the number of girls will fall 
in our country. 

ia) □ (b) □ (c) U (d) □ (c) □ 

TYPE IV 

In qiu’stions given below, statements I and 2 are followed by 
conclusions I and II. Taking the statements to be true although 
they may appear at mrmnee with commonly accepted facts, tick 
mark your ansurrs as under: 

(a) Only conclusion I follows. 

(b) Only II follows. 

(c) Both I and II follow. 

(d) Either 1 or 11 follows. 

(e) Neither I nor II follows. 

Statements: 

59. I. Some marbles are cards. 

2. All cards are bricks. 

Conclusions: 

I. Si>me marbles are bricks. 

II. All bricks are cards. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statements: 

60. 1. All supervisors are dentists. 

2. All dentists are businessmen. 
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Conclusions: 

I. All businessmen are dentists. 

II. Some supervisors are not businessmen. 

(fl) □ (f>) □ (c) □ (tO □ (<?) □ 

Statements: 

61. 1. All poems are statements. 

2. Some statements are narrations. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some narrations are not statements. 

II. Some poems are narrations. 

(fl) □ (h) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statements: 

62. 1. Some comets are atoms. 

2. Some atoms are molecules. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some comets are not molecules. 

II. Some atoms are not molecules. 

(a) □ (h) □ (c) U (d) □ (e) □ 

Statements: 

63. 1. Only those planets are stars which are far from the 

sun. 

2. All the planets that are not stars are volcamx’s. 
Conclusions: 

I. Volcanoes are near the sun. 

II. Every planet is either volcano or a star. 

{a) □ (6) J (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Statements: 


64. 1. All those students got scholarships who were 

either tall or fat. 

2. All the fat students were either players or singers. 
Conclusions: 

I. Some singers got scholarship. I 

II. Some students who got scholarships were fat as 
well as tall. 

(a) □ (W □ (c) □ (d) □ (f) □ 

Statements: 

65. 1. The bulls that are not horses are either tigers or j 

elephants. ^ 

2. Some tigers arc ponies while some elephants are ! 
birds. 

Conclusions: ' 

I. Some birds are bulls. 

II. No bird is a bull. 

ia) □ (b) Li (c) □ W) □ (f) □ 

Statements: 

66. 1. Every week has 6 working days and 3 holidays. 

2. Each day has 14 hours. 

Conclusions: 

I. Every week has nine days. 

II. Every week has 126 hours. 

(rt) LI (W □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

TYPEV 

In qtiestions given below. Statement 'S' is followed by 
Reasons HI and RII. Apply the Reasons to the Statement and 
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tick-mark your amuvrs as foiloivs: 

(a) Only RI is the reason for S. 

(b) Only RIl is the reason for S. 

(c) Both RI and Rll are reasons for S. 

(d) Either RI or RII is the reason for S. 

(e) Neither RI nor RII is the reason for S. 

67. S: Some Non-Indians are awarded with the pres¬ 
tigious award 'Bharat Ratna'. 

RI. India treats the whole world as one family, 
'Vasudhev Kutumbakam'. 

RII. These non-Indians have worked for the cause of 
Indian nation or have spread her message 
abroad. 

(a) □ (h) □ (c) □ (ti) □ (tO LI 

68. S: Everyone waits eagerly for the Postman. 

RI. The Postman is a good friend of all. 

RII. He always brings happy messages. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (r) □ 

69. S: Parents often hesitate in sending their only son 
to air-force. 

RI. It is a daring and risky job. 

RII. Air-force people have no time for their family, 
(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ W) □ (c) J 

70. S: Mushairas and Kavi Sammelans come in full 
form after midnight only. 

RI. The poets in general are late birds. 

RII. There is no disturbance during the silent hours 
of night. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

71. S; Very few persons can take defeat with a smile. 
RI. Defeat rather shatters a person. 

RII. It is not easy to keep balance and remain normal 
after losing a battle. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) U (e) □ 

72. S: The contractor ultimately made payment to his 
team of workers after rather a long time. 

RI. He had no money previously. 

RII. He did not want part with his money. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


13. (a) Both fulfil the same purpose. 

14. (b) The relationship is of d^rees. 

15. (d) Both are parts of one item, (house/science) 

16. (b) One is a part of the other. 

17. (c) All are sounds made by animals. 

18. (b) All are planets. 

19. (d) All the terms are connected with sentence. 

20. (d) All are food crops. 

21. (c) 22. (a) 23. (d) 24. (b) 

25. (c) 26. (c) 27. (d) 28. (e) 

29. (b) 30. (fl) 31. (c) 32. (a) 

33. (d) 34. (e) 35. (b) 


36. (c) It is not stated that others are not simple. 

37. (b) The conclusion is based on assumption only. 

38. (rt) The conclusion is evident. 

39. (d) The questions could be about other naatters that he 

wanted to avoid. 

40. (f) The conclusion is rather haphazard. 

41. (b) The conclusion is based on one implication only. 

42. (b) The conclusion is based on assumption hence long 

drawn. 

43. (a) The conclusion is obvious one. 

44. (b) 45. (c) 46. (a) 47. (a) 

48. (t>) 49. (c) 50. (d) 51. (c) 

52. (a) 53. (a) 54. (c) 55. (c) 

56. (a) 57. (c) 58. (b) 


The next type of questions are best answered by draioing 
diagrams ofali prolmble situations and then reaching a fool-proof 
truth. 

59. <,) (3&5 




1. (b) All the others are construction materials. 

2. (tf) All the other garments are put on from waist— 

downwards. 

3. ie) All the others are senses to feel something. 

4. (d) All the others are capitals of countries. 

5. (e) All the other terms are connected with .sea. 

6.. (d) This is the only vehicle balanced on three wheels. 

7. (e) All the others are ways of eating. 

8. (b) All the others are different stages of a fruit. 

9. (b) One poet has used common language, the other a 

classical language. 

10. (a) The relationship is that of the game and the 

medium of hitting. 

11. (d) The relationship is that of extravagance and basic 

need. 

12. (c) The words are opposites. 


63. (c) 

64. (a) 

65. (d) 


66. (c) 
70. (e) 



67. (b) 68. (tO 69. (a) 

71. (c) 72. (d) 
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Quantitative Aptitude 


The questions given below were set in the Staff Selection 
Commission Clerks Grade examination held on the 27th Sep¬ 
tember, 1992. 

We are grateful to Shri Dinesh Ch. Maji and Competitors 
Association ofNeio Town, Burnpur (W. Bengal) and Shri Arun 
Kr. Patro ofBerhampur (Orissa) for sending this paper to us. 

, ( 0 . 822 - 0 . 18 ^) . • w 

1. —' when simphned IS equal to: 


(a) 0.8'= 


(W 8^ 


(c) 0.6-= 


(d) 6^ 


2. The smallest number, which when added to the 
sum of squares of 9 and 10 gives a perfect square, is: 

(a) 0 _ (b) 3 . ic) 8 (d) 15 

, V5 - >/3 . 

(n) 4 + vT 5 (W 4 -vTs «■) £ 

(d) 1 

4. The H.C.F. of three numbers is 12. If they are in 
the ratio of 1:2: 3, the numbe.TS are: 

(a) 12,24,36 (b) 10,20,30 

(c) 5,10,15 (d) 4,8,12 

5. If \'TH2B = 135, then the value of Vl 82Z5 + >/182.25 
+ Vl.8225 + VO.018225 is: 

(rt) 1.49985 (b) 14.9985 (c) 149.985 

(d) 1499.85 

6. If 4' X 2^ = 8, then x is equal to: 

(a) -1 (b) 0 (c) J (d) 1 

7. If -1 ^ X < 2 and IS y S 3, the least possible value 
of 2y - 3x is: 

(a) 0 (b) -3 (c) -4 (d) -5 

8. The H.C.F. of two numbers is 12 and their L.C.M. 
is 672. If one of them is 12 more than the other, the two 
numbers are: 

(a) 84,% (h) 72,84 (c) 60,72 

(d) None of these 

9. A number when divided by 169 leaves 91 as the 
remainder. If the same number is divided by 13, the 
remainder must be: 

(a) 9 (b) 0 (f) 1 (d) 6 

10. [27-2/3) 1/2 is equal to: 


(a) ~ (b) I (c) i (d) ^ 


64 "" 3 3 9 

11. Which of the following numbers is prime? 

(a) 117 (b) 147 (c) 149 (d) 159 

12. .01 X .001 X.1 is equal to: 

(a) .01 (b) .0001 (c) .000001 

(d) .00001 


2 3 

13. One of the rational numbers between - and — is: 

7 14 


(a) 


14 


(W 


49 




( ^ 


(W V? (c) 


^“^130 


19 

13 


15. {f3Xj^x4|)isequalto: 


(a) 1 


(b) 0 


(0 


100 

169 


(d) 


(d) 


190 

13’ 


136 

169 


(a) 

18 

(b) 28 

(c) 12 

(d) 16 

18. 

V 

no ^ is equal to: 



(a) 

39 

2 

(b) 10.25 

/ N 21 

(c)y 

(d) 115 


21. if'\f 


= 0.019, then x equals: 


(a) 1000 (b) 400 


(r) 40 


(d) 10 


22. Which of the following fractions lies between ^ 


and I? 


(a,£ 


(»| 


“I 


_ 18 X (1.2)2. 

equal to: 

(a) 0.072 (W 0.72 


(0 7.2 


U) i 


(d) 720 


24. A boy was asked to multiply a number by 

7 

Instead, he divided the number by - and got the result 15 
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_ 25.025 . , , 

16. p IS equal to: 

(<i) 1.01 (b) 10.1 (c) 101 (d) 1001 

17. The product of the LCM & HCF of two numbers 
is 216. If one of the numbers is 12, the other is: 


19. The sum of two numbers exceeds thrice the 
smaller by 3. If the difference between them is 5, the 
numbers are: 

(a) 7 and 2 (W 5 and 10 

(c) 3 and 8 (d) 4 and 9 

20. The place value of 2 in 2003 is: 

(a) 2 (b) 6 (c) 1000 (d) 2000 



more than the correct result. The number was: 

{a) 4 (b) H (c) 14 (li) 56 

25. The units digit ol the number (4137)^®^ is: 
(a) 1 (b) 3 (c) 5 id) 7 


26. The value of 




(b) 


1 

25 


is: 
(c) 25 


W) -25 


, 9.5 xO.{K)85x 18.9 . 
27. The square nx.t of ^'^^7 x L^ x~2A 


(a) 0.15 (b) 1.50 (c) 15.00 (d) 250.0 

28. The next number of the sequence 


(a) 


4 9 16 25 .36 49 
24' 26' '29' 33' 38' 44' ■■ 

50 ... 55 

51 * 56 


/,v 

(,) .j 


(d) 


118 

51 


29. One-fourth of a number subtracted from one- 
third of the same number gives 12. The numbt^r is: 

(a) 63 (b) 71 (c) 120 (d) 144 


30. The least number, which when divided by 2, 3,4, 
5 and 6 leaves in each case, a remainder 1, but w'hen 
divided by 7 leaves no remainder, is: 

(a) 121 (b) 181 (c) 241 (d) 301 

31. If the cost price of 20 articlt?s is equal to the selling 
price of 25 articles, the loss per cent in the transaction is: 

(a) 5 (W 20 (c) 25 (d) .30 

32. A man buys pencils at 10 for Rs 3 and sells them 
at 8 for Rs3. His gain percent is: 

(a) 20 ib) 25 (c) 30 (d) 27 

33. By selling 44 articles, a .shopkeeper makes a profit 
equal to the cost of 11 articles. His gain is: 


(a) 33 (b) 20% (c) 25% (d) .30% 


.34. 40 is what per cent of 1200? 

(a) 3 (b) 3^ (c) 6 ~ (d) 6 


35. A man received 5% increase in his salary. His new 
salary is Rs 1680. His original salary was: 

(a) Rsl680 (b) Rs1480 (c) Rsl5% 

W) Rsl600 

36. The number of millilitres of water added to 
reduce 9 ml of after shave lotion, containing 50% alcohol 
to a lotion containing 30% alcohol is: 

(a) 3 (b) 4 (c) 5 (d) 6 

37. A shopkeeper sold two radio sets for Rs 792 each, 
gaining 10% on one and losing 10% on the other. Then, he: 

(a) neither gains, nor loses (b) gains 1 % 

(c) loses 1 % (d) gains 5% 

38. In a college election between two rivals, a can¬ 
didate who got 40% of total votes was defeated by his rival 
by 160 votes. The total number of votes polled was: 

(a) 900 (b) 800 (c) 700 (d) 600 

39. If the radius of a circle is increased by 20%, its area 
is increased by: 

(a) 20% (b) 40% (c) 44% (d) 60% 

40. A dishonest dealer sells his goods at the cost price 
but still earns a profit of 25% by underweighing. What 
weight does he use for a Kg? 


(a) 750 g (h) 800 g (c) 825 g (d) 850 g 

41. Two numbers are in the ratio 3 : 7. If 12 is sub¬ 
tracted from each, then the ratio becomes 9 : 37. The 
second number is: 

(a) 42 (b) 49 (c) 56 (d) 63 

42. If 12 men or 8 women can do a work in 20 days, 
then 12 women and 6 men will complete the work in: 

(a) 10 days (W 8 days (c) 12 days 

(d) 14 days 

43. In an examination 25 students out of 70 scored 

less than 50% marks. The ratio of the number of students 
who scored 50% marks or more marks to those who 
scored le.s.s than 50% marks is: ' 

(a) 9:5 (h) 3:5 (c) 5:7 (d) 5:9 

44. The largest four-digit number which when 
dividtxl by 8,12 and 15 separately leaves 5 as remainder 
in each case is: 

(a) 9,505 ib) 9605 (c) 9705 (d) 9805 

45. If 15 :5 = 21: x, then x is equal to: 

(a) 75 (b) 315 (c) 7 (d) 13 


46. If the ratio of the areas of two .squares is 1 : 4, the 
ratio of their perimeters is: 

(a) 1:2 (b) 4 (c) 1:6 (d) 1 :8 

47. The ratio of the number of ladies to gents at a 
party w’as 1 :2 but when 2 ladies and 2 gents left, the ratio 
became 1 : 3. How many people were there at the party 
originally? 

(a) 12 (b) IS (c) 18 id) 24 

48. Thrc*e boys and two girls have a mean weight of 

42 kg. If the three boys have a mean weight of 45 kg, the 
mean weight of two girls (in kg) is: 

(a) 37.5 (b) 39 (r) 40 (d) 75 

49. The average of 8 numbers is 12. If each number is 
inaeased by 2, the average of the new set of numbers is: 

(li) 12 (h) 13 (c) 14 (d) 15 

50. The average monthly income of three persons is 

Rs 3600. If the inc^'ine of the first is f of the combined 

5 

income of the other two, then his monthly income is: 

(a) Rsl600 (b) Rs 1800 

(c) Rs2100 (d) Rs2400 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (b) 2. (d) 3. (b) 

5. (i) 6. lb) 

7. (c) The greatest ptissible value of x = 6 
Tlu- least passible value of y = 2 
So, least pos.sibIe value of 2y — 3x is -4. 

la (?) 127^'’!'/^ -[(3)’-''-'*l’/^ 


= (3 




1/2 


I 1 


11. (c) 12. (c) 13. (d) 

15. (fl) 16. (d) 17. (fl) 

19. (a) 20. (c) 21. (fl) 

23. (d) 24. (d) 

25. (d) Take the unit number of 4137 which is 7 
Now form a series with number 7 as: 


4. («) 


9. (b) 


14. (d) 
18. (c) 
22 . (h) 
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he. (W 

27. (c) 

31. fc) 

32. (« 


7® » 7® » 343,7* » 2401,7* »16807 

Talking dw unit figuK^ the aeries is as fellows: 
7^*9,7® = 3,7*«l,r«7 
This paltm ^tinues Ss 9,3,1,7 
Thus 7®/?*, 7“... will have9 as unit figure 
n r, 7f... wUl have S'as'unlt figure 
5 »7 ... will haw 1 as unit figure 
713 jyjyg 7 gg figure 
7®®® will have unit figure as 7 because 
753- 5 = 748 is divisible by 4. 

V 125' ■ 


28. (c) 


1 1 
' 5 ® *25 
29. (<0 


30. W) 


CP. of 10 pencils = 3 
CP. of 1 pendl = ^ 
S.P. ofSpencils.sS 
S.P. of 1 pencil = f 

O 

3_ 
40 


r'-- 3 3 

Gam - g - 


lfCP.is:^,gain= ^ 


10'40 

100x3x10 


40x3 


= 25% 


If CP. is 100, gain = 

33. (c) Gain on 44 = 11 

Gain on 100 = = 25% 

34. (b) 35. (d) 

36. ( 0 ) By adding 3 mi of water the lotion comes to 12 ml 

and alcom content at 30% comes to 3.60. In other 


* ' 36 ' 

words, for 12 ini, alcohol omtent is ^ and 

for 100 it wfil be = 30% 

km X d A 

37. (c) lS.P. = 79Zgain = 10% 

IfO 

ns.p,a792, loss = 10% 

C.P. = ^~^ = 880 

Gain on I = 792-720=72 * 

Loss on n = 880 - 792 = 88 
Total loss = 88 — 72 = 16 
Loss on 720 880 or 1600 = 16 
Loss% = 1 

38. (b) 39. (c) 40. (a) 41. (W 

42. (a) 43. (a) 44. (b) 45. (c) 

46. (a) 47. (a) *» 

48. M Total weight of 3boys and 2 giris = 42X5 = 210 

Man wei^t of 3 toys = 45 X 3 = 135 
Total weight of 2 girls » 210 -135 = 75 

Mean weight of 2 ^ris = y = 373 

49. (c) 

50. (6) Income of first = X 

Total income 3600 X 3 = IO 3 OO 
Comtnned income of other two 

10300 -i 

= 10,800 — X = —— = X 
D 

10800-x = 5x 
10800 = 6x 
x = 1800 
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GENERAL AWARENESS 


Qi4estioits I to 50 given below were 
set in the Stenographers' (Grade ‘C) ex¬ 
amination held on the 5th July 1992. 

We are grateful to Sarvshri K. 
Govardhan' of Secunderabad and 
Rajendra Ladha of Jaipur for sending 
these questiotis to us. 

1. Which amongst the‘follow¬ 
ing was a great centre of trade and 
commerce in the Gupta period? 

(a) Tamaralpd 

ib) Taxila 

(c) Mathura 

(d) Vatapi 

2. The famous ruler of ancient 
India who, towards the end of his life 
is said to have converted to Jainism, 
abdicated in favour of his son and 
became an ascetic was: 

(a) Samudra Gupta 

(b) Bindusara 

(c) Chandra Gupta II 

(d) Chandra Gupta Maurya 

3. The first Muslim Invader of 
India was: 

(a) Mohammed Ghazani 

(b) Mohammed Ghori 

Ac) Mohammed-bin-Quasim 

(d) Timuralain 

4. The Indus Valley people es¬ 
tablished commercial contacts with 
the: 

(a) Greeks 

(b) Romans 

(c) Sumerians 

(d) Egyptians 

5. Sculptors of the Gandhara 
school reflect the influence of the: 

(a) Greeks 

(b) Chinese . 

(c) Persians 

id) Romans 

6 . Relics of Buddha are 
preserved in a: 

(a) Vihara 

(b) Stupa 

(c) Joytya 

(d) Temple 

7. Deflation is checked by: 

(a) Deficit budget 

(b) Reduction in'taxation 

(c) Increase in public expendi- 
« ture 
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All the above 

8 . Monetary policy is regulated 
by: 

(a) State Government 
..ib) Central Government 

(c) Moneylenders 
id) Private entrepreneurs 

9. Permanent Settlement of 
Bengal was introduced by: 

(a) Robert Clive 

, ib) Lord Cornwallis 

(c) Lord Dalhousie 

(d) Lord William Bentinck 

10. Abdur Rahim Khan-i- 
Khanan lived during the reign of:* 

<a) Akbar. 

(b) Jahangir 

(c) Shahjahan 

(d) Aurangazeb 

11. Which of the following 
movements was started by Indian 
National Congress during the course 
of the second world war and formed 
part of our fre^om struggle? 

(a) Home Rule Movement 

(b) Civil Disobedience Move¬ 
ment 

(c) Swadeshi Movement 

. id) Quit-India Movement 

12. Namdev hailed from the 
State of: 

(a) Karnataka 
ib) Andhra Pradesh 
,(c) Maharashtra 
id) Tamil Nadu 

13. Which-is not true of Annie 
Besant? 

(a) She was a British lady, who 
had settled down in India. 
ib) She took part in the Indian 
freedom movement. 

(f) She started Home Rule 
movement 

J.d) -She founded the Theoso- 
’ phical Society. 

14. Who amongst the British 
Generals defeated Peshwa Baji Rao 
II? 

te) Outram 
ib) Malcom 
.(cj Elphinstone 
■ id) fCitchner 

15. Madurai was the capital of 


the kingdom of the: 

^ (a) Pandyas 

(b) Rashuakutas 

(c) Pallavas . « 

(d) Cholas 

16. Who was the founder of the 
Khalsa? 

(a) Guru Gobind Singh 
ib) Guru Teg ^hadur 
(c) GuruNanak 
id) Harchand Singh Longowal 

17. The title of Governor 
General of India was substituted fur 
that of Governor General of Bengal 
under the Charter Act Of: 

(a) 1781 

(b) 1793 ■ 

(c) 1813 
. id) 1833 

18. Mixed economy approach 
was adopted during the industrial 
fX)licy statement of: 

(a) 1948 

(b) 1956 

(c) 1977 

(d) 1991 

19. Which of the following is an 
indirect tax? 

(a) Excise duty 

(b) Capital gams tax 

(c) Wealth lax 

id) Corpotation tax 

20. The Presideht can proclaim 
emergency on the written advice of 
the: 

(a) Prime Minister 

(b) Chief Justice of India 

(c) Union Cabinet 

id) Speaker of the Lok Sabha 

21. The fundamental right that 

aims at the aboUtion of social distinc¬ 
tions is ther' „ 

(fl) Right on property 

(b) Right agamst exploitation 

(c) Right of equality 
W Right of freedom 

22. For the enforcement of Fun¬ 
damental Rights the couit may issue: 

M) Adecree *>■ 

(b) An ordinance 
- (c) Anotification 
id) A writ 

23. The Bank Rate meara: 



JA The official rate of interest 
charged by the Central 
Bank of a country 
{b) Interest rate chaiiged by the 
Moneylenders 

(c) Interest rate chained by the 
^heduled Banks 

(d) Rate of profit of the Bank- 
ii^ instmitions 

Z4. Dencit finandng is spend- 
ing: 

(a) By borrowing^m abroad 

(b) In excess of revenue 

' (c) Less than what is needed 
id) By getting foreign aid 

25. Division of labour is 
promoted by: 

(a) Extended market 
'• (b) Limited market 

(c) Perfect market 

(d) Price discrimination 

26. Saving is a function of: 

• (a) Income 

(b) Improvement of produo- 
tivfty 

(c) Investment 
' (d) Export 

27. Which of the following elec¬ 
tions is not conducted by the Election 
Commission? 

(a) LokSabha 

(b) RajyaSabha 

(c) Local bodies 
' id) President's 

28. The age of retirement of the 
Judges of the High C<jurt is: 

. (a) 62j!fars 

(b) 6 Syears * 

(c) 58 years 

(d) 60 years 

29. The Planning Commission in 
India was set up in the year: 

(a) 1947 
<b) 1950 
' (f) 1951 
(d) 1952 

30.. If the President of India 
wants to resign from office, he may 
do so by writing to the: 

(a) Vice-President 

(b) Chief Justice of Supreme 
Court 

(c) Prime Minister of India 

(d) Speaker of the Lok Sabha 

31. The Planet closest to the Sun 
is: 

<a) l^rcury 

(b) Earth 

(c) Venus. 

(d) Mars 

32. The tide on its maximum 
height is known as:) 

, • (ft) Ibimami 


''(b) Sprmgtide 

(c) Equinox 

(d) Neap tide 

33. Which one is not port of tihe 
east coast of india? 

(a) Calcutta 

(b) Cochin 
W Paradeep 

(d) Visakhapatnam 

34. How many members in 
Rajya Sabha are nominated by the 
President of India? 

(fl) 10 
(b) 11 
.(c) 12 
(d) 13 

35. Which of the following 
countries in South Asia are land¬ 
locked? 

(ft) Nepal and Bangladesh 

(b) Bangladesh and Bhutan 
M) Bhutan and Nepal 
(d) Bhutan and Pakistan 

36. The mountain range which 
stretches from Gujarat in the West to 
Delhi in the North is the: 

, (fl) Aravalis 

(b) \^dhyas 

(c) Satpuras 

(d) Ajantarange 

37. The largest island in the In¬ 
dian ocean is: 

(fl) Seychelles 

(b) Maidive 

(c) Sri Lanka 
,Jjd) Madagaskar 

38. The money bill passed by the 
Lok Sabha has to be passed by the 
Rajya Sabha within: 

. (a) 14 days 
ib) 21 days 

(c) One month 

(d) Three months 

39. The State in South India 
which generates electricity on Hydel 
only is: 

<a> Karnataka 
( 6 ) l^rala 

(c) Tamil Nadu 

(d) Andhra Pradesh 

40. Indicate the order of coal 
production from the himest to the 
lowest of the following three ^ates: 

(fl) Bihar, Madhya Pradesh and 

YAApfif RpTlffAl 

(b) Madhya Pradesh, U.P. and 
West Bengal 

(c) Bihaiv Madhya Pradesh and 
Maharashtra 

(d) Bihai^ Orissa and West Ben¬ 
gal 

41. The main river in the Kash¬ 


mir Valley is: 

(fl) Jheliun 
lb) Chenab 

(c) Indus 
id) Nepur, 

42. Who is the ex-officio chair¬ 
man of the Rajya Sabha? 

(fl) President of India 
'-‘(b) Vice-President of India 

(c) Minister of Parliamentary 
Affairs 

(d) Leader df the Oppositicm 

43. The total population qf India 
according to the 1991 Ceiisus is: 

(fl) 841 mUlion 

(b) 842 million 

(c) 843 million 
■'(d) 844 million 

44. In addition to the entire 
Union Territory of Delhi the natioiul^ 
capital region covers parts of the 
States of: 

(fl) Haryana, Himachal 
Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh 
lb) Haryana, Punjab and Uttar 
Pradesh 

(c) Haryana, Rajasthan and 
Punjab 

(d) Haryana, Rajasthan and 
Uttar Pradesh 

45. "Dengue" fever is caused by 

d* *■ 

(fl) Bacteria 

. (b). Culex mosquito (virus) 

(c) Fungi 

(d) Protozoa 

46. In a Refrigerator cooling is 
produced by: 

(fl) The ice which deposits on 
the freezer 

^ (b) The evaporation of a 
volatile liquid 

' (c) The sudden expansion of a 

compressed gas 
(d) none of these 
.47. The first shore-based steel 
plant in India is in: 

(fl) Paradeep 
^Ab) \^sakhapatnam 

(c) ^Idia 

(d) Kandla 

48. The yellow colour of urine is 
due to the presence of: 

(a) Urochrome 

(b) Blood 

(c) (^holestrol 

(d) Bile 

49. The longest bone in the body 
of hiunan being is: 

(fl) Stapes (b) Fibula 
(c) Ubia . ; -(d) Femur 

50. A person climbing a hill 
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bends fonvard in order to: 

(a) Avoid slipping 
(h) Increase speed 

(c) Reduce fatigue 
id) Increase stability 

51. Which of the following 
countries sought a mandate in March 
'92 to abolish apartheid and establish 
majority rule? 

(fl) South Africa 

(b) Nigeria 

(c) Zimbabwe 
(tO Tanzania 

(c) None of these 

0 - 52. Under which of the follow¬ 
ing programmes, the rice and wheat 
are sold at reduced price to the in¬ 
habitants of a partiailar area? 

(<?) IRDP 

(b) Jawahar Rozgar Yojna 

__(r) Tribal Development 
Pmgramme.. 

(d) Self-employment Scheme 
for the urban poor 

(e) PDS (Public distribution 
System) 

53. I,ate Shri G.S. Dhilkm, who 
died recently, was associated with: 

(a) Cinema (jb) Sports 

(c) Politics 

(d) Literature 

(<■) None of these 

54. Who won the men's Italian 
open tennis championship in 1992? 

(a) Michael Chiang 

(b) Steplian Edberg 

(c) Andre Agassi 
id) Ivan Lendl 
(c) Jim Courier 

55. Kamlesh Mehta is asstxriated 
with which of the games? 

(р) Badminton 
Ab) Table Tennis 

■' (c) Billiards 
id) Football 

(с) f.,awn Tennis 

56. On which Uate in 1992, was 
"Anti Terrorism" Day observed in 
India? 

,M) 2lstMay 
(W 1st May 
(c) 20th May 

id) list June 

ie) None of these 

57. Gen Suchenda Kraprayoon, 
who was ousted from power, belongs 
to which of the following countries? 

(р) Myanmar 

(b) Indonesia 

(с) Thailaitd 

‘ (d) Kampuchea 
<e) None of these 


' 58. Who among the following is 
the recipient of the 1991 Jawaharlal 
Nehru Award for International Un¬ 
derstanding? 

(a) SamNujoma 
(W Helmut Kohl 
(c) Yasser Arafat . 

,ffd) Aruna Asaf Ali i - - 
ie) None of these 

59. Who among the following 
was appointed the (Zhief of the U.N. 
Peace Keeping Force operating in 
Croatia in AprU-May, 1992? 

(a) Brig Ram Chandra 

(b) Gen A.S. Kulkut 

(c) Col Colin Powel 

Lt Gen Satish Nambiar 

60. "Agantuk" which was ad¬ 
judged the best feature film in 1992 
film fotival, was directed by: 

, (rt) Girish Karnad 

(b) MrinalSen 

(c) MiraNair 

id) Govind Nihalani 
^(e) Satyajit Ray ‘ 

61. Who among the following 
was honoured with the Dada Saheb 
PhaUce Award for 1992? 

(a) Satyajit Ray 

(b) Lata Mangeshkar 

(c) Dilip Kumar , 

(d) Bhalchandra Govind 

Pendharkar 

62; Which of the following or¬ 
ganisations is observing 1991-2()00 as 
the decade of girl child? 

(a) U.N.O. 

SAARC 

(c) NAM 

(d) UNICEF 

(c) None of these 

63. Which of the following rep¬ 
resents the amount shown as budget 
deficit 1992-93 (Rs in crores)? 

(a) 6389 
^ib) 5389 

(c) 4839 

(d) 5000 

(e) None of these ■ 

64. In the eighth Five-year Plan, 
the proposed expenditure (ap¬ 
proximately) on rural development 
is: 

(a) Rs 10,0(X) crore 

ib) Rs ^,000 crore 
(c) Rs 1,()0,(XX) crore 
^4d) Rs 30/KX) crore 

(e) Ncme of these 

65. The Article under which 
President's rule is imposed in a State 
dn account of failure, of the Constitu¬ 
tional machinery of the State i^: 


W Article 356 

(b) Article 361 

(c) Articte37l 
id) Article 351 
le) Article 376 

As per reports of the minis¬ 
try of Rural Development, about how 
many rural youths have been trained 
under the TRYSEM during the 
Seventh Plan period? 

(d) 7.20 lakh 
(b) 10.15 lakh 

^) 9.87 lakh 
id) 11.90 lakh 


67. Which one of the following 
programmes is specifically aimed at 
the development of rural women and 
children? 

(fl) Kutir Jyoti 

ib) AnganBari 

ic) Rural Development pro¬ 
gramme 

.JdTDWCRA 

68. Who is author of the book 
"One-day Wonders"? 

ia) Imran Khan 

ib) Kapil Dev 
^ip) Sunil Gavaskar 

id) Vivian Richard 

(e) Clive Lloyd 

69. The disease "bronchitis" is 
associated with: 


,^tS) Lungs ib) Liver * 

ic) Kidney id) Heart 

70. The Iritemal Committee ap¬ 
pointed by RB][ to investigate into the 
recent stock-scam is headra by: 

(d) A.V. Mahadevan 
^J^) B.R. Janakiraman 

ic) Geoi^ Fernandes 

id) D.R. Vehkitaramanan 

ie) None of these 

71. Begum Khalida Zia belongs 
to which political party of 
Bangladesh? 

ip) Awami League 
^) BangladeshNatioiudParty 

ic) Jamat-i-lslam 

id) Workers' Party 

72. Which prize is given for 
honour in "popularising science"? 

to) Bcmter Prize 
cmW Kalinga Prize 
(c) Pulitzer Prize 

id) Boflaug Award ' 

73. What is the total outlay of the 
Eighth Plan (in crore rupee)? . 

^) 7,98,000 * 

ib) 7,89,000 
(c) 480,000 
Of) ^,000 

ie) None of these 
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74. Who captained the Indian 
Cricket team in Fd) 1992 in Benson 
and Hedges World Cup cricket com¬ 
petition? 

(a) Kapil Dev 

(b) RaviShastri 

(c) DiUp Vengsarkar 

JA Moftd Azmruddin 

75. For how many years. Presi¬ 
dent of India is elected? 

4 years 

(b) 2 years 6 months 

(c) 6 years 

(d) tiU he completes the age of 

65 years 

(c) None of these 

76. Who is Chairman of the 10th 
Finance Commission? 

(a) K.Natwar Singh 

(W N.K.P. Salve 

(f) Ariun Singh 

-fro K.C.Pant 

(e) None of these 

77. Dr V.K. Gokak, who died in 
May 1992, was associated with which 
field? 

Literature 

(b) Politics 


(c) %wrt5 

(d) Cinema 

78; Name the Indian Cricket 
player who recently joined the Foot- 
baU Club of India: * 


(fi) Kapil Dev 

(b) Diup Vengsarkar 

(c) RaviShasm 
Mohinder Amamath 

(e) None of these 

79. What is Chemical name of 
Heavy Water? 

.Deuterium Oxide 

(b) Hydrogen Oxide 
(ci Hydrogen Peroxide 

(d) Ammonium Oxide 

(c) None of these, 

80. Which day was observed as 
No-Tobacct> Day by the World Health 
Organisation in 1992? 

(a) March 30 

(b) April 13 
^(c) Nfey31‘ 

(d) June 30 

(e) None of these 
/■ 
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(d)vShe was presented the award on 
Nov 14,1992.^ 


60. (c) 
63. (ft) 
66. (f) 
69. (a) 
72. (ft) 
75. (e) 
78. (d) 


62. (d) 
64. (d) 
67. (d) 
70. (ft) 
73. (a) 
76. (d) 
79. (a) 
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SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT 


Round-up of 
National Affairs 


MAJOR EVENTS IN BRIEF 

Basic Rights—Poll Reforms 
Package—Election Verdicts—Kash¬ 
mir Stalemate—Better Relations with 
China and Nepal—Spurt in Naxalite 
Activity—Indo-U.K. Treaty on Ter¬ 
rorism—Action Plan for Youth and 
Minorities. 

Like 1991, tiu' past year (1992) was 
one of relative political stability at the 
national level. Al no stage was the 
Narasimha Rao Government in danger 
of being toppled. In fact, the ruling Con¬ 
gress Party managed in the course of the 
year to secure the much-coveted 
majority which it lacked for a year or so 
after the 1991 general elections. A 
breakaway group of the Telegu Desam 
Party and a few others crossed over to 
make up the shortfall of 16 members. 

But the opposition in the Lok Sabha 
seldom remained quiet; instead of 
providing constructive cooperation and 
helping in the task of speedily disposing 
of urgent parliamentary business, the 
opposition M.P.S often created disorder 
and delivered angry speeches, all of 
which resulted in considerable waste of 
time of the House. There were unseemly 
scenes even while the President of India 
was delivering his Annual Address at 
the opening of a new session. The failure 
to obsewe decorum on solemn occasions 
was widely described as "a national dis¬ 
grace”. 

Mess in Parliament: The failure 
of Parliament to concentrate on the agen¬ 
da day after day because of'the noisy 
scenes and diversionary tactics adopted 
by many M.P.S prompted some people to 
suj^esta resort to the Committee System 
to ftll the void. The suggestion xoas ap- 
yroved by the Prime Minister and the 
adoption of this system is now expected to 
facilitate due consideration of important 
public business by Parliament. A code for 
parliamentarians is very much on the 


cards, though many M.P.s insist on the 
right to raise any matter of public impor¬ 
tance on the floor of the House at any time 
they choose. 

While there teas no political 
upheaval at the national level, there was 
considerable disorder in some of the 
States despite the fact that no ruling 
party was in danger of being ousted from 
power. In most such cases the squabbles 
and wranglings within the Congress it¬ 
self caused intense trouble, group rival¬ 
ries and in at least one case a change in 
the Chief Ministership in November 
when Mr Bangarappa, Chief Minister of 
Karnataka was directed to quit. There 
were rumblings of discontent also in 
Maharashtra as a result of the rivalries 
between the State Chief Minister, Mr 
Naik, and a senior Union Minister. 
There was violence in strife-tom Assam 
where the ULFA militants renewed their 
activity. 

Much time of Parliament and of lh( 
Prime Minister and some of his col¬ 
leagues xvas spent in discussions on the 
apparently intractable Ayodhya issue. 
The stalemate over the issue persisted 
month after month. Intense and 
prolonged discussions uxre held among 
leaders of the major political parties, the 
Vishwa Hindu Parishad and the All- 
India Babri Masjid Action Committee. 
The issue became explosive as the weeks 
passed because of the adamant postures 
of the parties directly concerned. 

The demand for new States of 
Jharkhand, Uttarkmnd and Vidarbha 
became more persistent- during the past 
year. In some eases there were disturban¬ 
ces, bandhs and violence in pursuance of 
the demand for creation of new entities. 

No Progress in J^K: The Jammu 
and Kashrttir problem remained un¬ 
resolved despite the efforts of the Central 
Government to get the political process 
resumed. The Prime Minister and some 


of his colleagues held prolonged parleys 
with various leaders in Nooemher mit 
they were largely fruitless. Meanwhile 
the Pakistan-supfwrted militants con¬ 
tinued their tactics of killing and kidnap¬ 
ping people, mostly for ransom or to 
secure the release of their comrades. 

But there was a distinct improve¬ 
ment in the situation in Punjab. The 
elections to the State Assembly and the 
Lok Sabha seats were held peacefully in 
February and a Congress ministry has 
been functioning in the State, though it 
lacks the support of the majority o/ the 
people because of the very low percentage 
of voters participating in the poll. At 
long last, terrorism and militancy have 
been curbed to a large extent, much to 
the relief of the people. Scores of hard core 
terrorists were killed in encounters with 
the police who claimed in the concluding 
weeks of the year that 70 per cent of the 
terrorists had been wiped out. 

Foreign Relations: While most of 
the national problems remained unsolved 
during the year, the Central Government 
registered some achievements in foreign 
raations, mostly as a result of visits by 
the Prime Minister and his senior col¬ 
leagues to some countries, including 
China, Japan, France and Britain. Indias 
Presidmt visited Chirm; later the Union 
Minister for Human Resources paid a 
goodwill visit (in November). Prime 
Minister Narasimha Rao visited Japan, 
Nepal and France. 

9 

India's relations with the USA im¬ 
proved further though Washington 
adopted several hostile economic 
measures, and pressed this country to 
sign the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty. The Government^India did not 
surrender to pressure. The fences with 
Sri Lanka were mendedpllowing a short 
visit by President Premadash, the 
SAARC chief for the year. But there was 
no improvement in Indo-Paktstan ties 
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because of the continuous backing by Is¬ 
lamabad of militants operating in J&K 
and Punjab. 

Details of Events 

ELECTION OF NEW 
PRESIDENT 

# Dr Shankar Dayal Sharma, the 
Congress nominee, was, on July 16, 
elected India's ninth President to suc¬ 
ceed Mr R. Venkataraman. He polled 
64.78 per cent of the total votes, 
against 33.?1 per cent cast for Prof 
G.G. ^well, the principal rival (BJP- 
N.F. candidate). Dr Sharma's lead 
over Prof Swell was 329,327 value 
votes out of the 10.43 lakh total votes 
polled. There was cross-voting by 21 
M.P..S. An estimated 95 per cent of the 
4600-strong electoral college of MPs 
and MLAs exercised their, franchise 
in the Presidential election vt^hich 
was virtually a direct fight. 

Ninety-eight per cent of the 
members of the Lok Sabha and the 
Rajya Sabha exercised their franchise. 
The actual strength of the two 
Houses of Parliament is 776 .jiLok 
Sabha 543 and Rajya Sabha 233). Be¬ 
sides, 47 MPs, (34 from the Lok Sabha 
and 13 from the Rajya Sabha) had 
opted to vote wherever they were 
outside the Capital. Another 14 Mf^ 
belonging to the JMM and RSP had 
not voted in keeping with their 
respective party's decision to abstain 
from taking part in the election. 

Dr K.R. Narayanan was elected 
Vice-President. 

BASIC RIGHTS AND 
CAPITATION FEE 

# The Supreme Court announced a 
historic judgement on July 3^0,1992, 
widening the scope of Fundamental 
Rights and stating that the Govern¬ 
ment is bound, under the Constitu¬ 
tion, to provide educational facilities 
at all levels to the people. Any 
measure that in eff^ discriminates 
between one ^tibn of society and 
another in respect of the education 
facility is therefore invidid. 

The judgement specifically 
covers the malpractice of chai]^g 
capitation fee in various forms, ^e 
court struck down the Karnataka 
Govenunent's notification allowing 


private medical colleges in the State 
to chatge'exoibitant tuition fees from 
students belonging to other States. 
Similar impositioits in other States 
have also bwn deplored by the court. 
Students belonging to other States 
and wanting to get higher profes¬ 
sional education ^ve been at a dis¬ 
advantage as a. consequence of die 
various governments^ jrolicies. 

The practice of demanding 
capitation fee by way of contribu¬ 
tions or otherwise has been prevail¬ 
ing in the country for many years. 
The amount of money collected by 
the managements of certain profes¬ 
sional colleges varies from Rs 5,000 in 
lesser known primary schook to Rs 
14 lakh or even more for a seat in a 
■ medical or engineering college. The 
Karnataka Government passed the 
Prohibition of Capitation Fee (Private 
College) Act a couple of years ago. 
But some crucial sections of the 
measure were struck down by the 
State High Court. The Act conse¬ 
quently proved fruitless and the 
move to ban capitation fees was 
thwarted. 

The Government in Karnataka 
and Andhra Pradesh, in pursuance of 
their policy of exercising patronage 
of private inierests, gave permission 
for several engim^ring and medical 
colleges which charged heavy capita¬ 
tion fees. 

NEW POLL REFORMS 
PACKAGE 

# Publication and audit of accounts 
of political parties, putting a ceiling 
on election expenses and elimination 
of non-serious candidates are the 
salient features of a comprehensive 
legislation on electoral reforms the 
Union Government propos€?s to in¬ 
troduce in the next session of Parlia¬ 
ment. 

The proposals include setting up 
of a mulU-member Election Commis¬ 
sion, mode of appointment of the 
Chief Election Commissioner, 
delimitation on the basis of the 1991 
census without affecting the existing 
number of seats and rotation of seats 
reserved for the Scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled Tribes. 

For discouraging noni-serious 
candidates, the Government has 


propo^ increasing the am9unt of 
security deposits and enhancing the 
numbCT of proposers for nomination. 
As for plugging the existing 
•loopholes in the Anti-defection Law a 
consensus had emerged, after inten¬ 
sive parleys with Ctoposition parlies, 
that there should be an appeal 
against the Speaker's orders out it 
should not be through a judicial 
process. The Government is examin¬ 
ing alternate proposals in this regard. 

There is also a proposal for intro¬ 
duction of phdlo identity cards and 
making post offices the fcical point for 
preparanon and maintenance of elec¬ 
toral rolls. The other proposals in¬ 
clude reltricHng a candidate from 
contesting from more than one con¬ 
stituency, reduction in the campaign 
period, no countermanding of elec¬ 
tion in case of death of any candidate 
and giving more powers to the Elec¬ 
tion Commission. Making the ceiling 
on election expenses realistic is 
proposed. 

Law on Parties: The Election 
Commission has recommended to 
the Government amendment of the 
law providing for de-registration of 
political parties. The Commission 
has also argued for retention of Sec¬ 
tion 29-A of the Representation of 
People Act providing for registration 
of political parties. 

The registration and recognition 
of political parties were initially 
governed by the Election Symbols 
Reservation and Allotment) orders, 
1968. In 1989 Section 29-A was in-, 
serted in the Act. The,condition for 
registration was that the party con¬ 
stitution should bear true faith and 
allegiance to the Constitution of India 
and to principles of socialism, 
secularism and democracy. 

The Commission is armed with 
powers to decide whether or not to 
register any association or body as a 
political party under the Act. On the 
eve of the 1989 general elections the ' 
Commission registered 261 political 
parties. 

Rajya Sabha Poll Verdict: 
Twenty-two candidates were 
declared elected to the Rajya Sabha 
from three States on June 2>, 1992. Of 
these, 10 seats went to the BJP, six to 
the Congress. The Rajya Sabha 
Deputy Chfiirman, Mrs Najma Hep- 
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tullah;. the. Bharatiya Janata Party 
President, Dr Murli Manohar Josm, 
the AlCC General Secreta^, Mr 
Sushil Kumar Shinde, and the former 
Mome Minister, Mufti Mohammad. 
Sayeed, were among the prominent 
winners.. 

The Janata Dal won 2 seats, 
Samajwadi Janata Party, Janata Dal 
f A) and Shiv Sena one each. In a bat¬ 
tle between industrialists in Rajas- 
than.for one seat, Mr R.P. Modi, 
barked by the BJP-JD(D) coalition, 
won. Die BJP winners included some 
senior party leaders. In the te-poll for 
seven Rajya Sabha seats from Bihar, 
all the four Janata Dal candidates, in¬ 
cluding Mr I.K. Gujral, wer^declared 
electee!. By and large, the poll out¬ 
come was on the experted lines. 

Impact on party structure; The 
results of the Rajya Sabha poll made 
a notable impact on the parliamen¬ 
tary equation. The Congress stre^th 
has been reduced to about 100. Tnis 
makes the ruling party vulnerable in 
the 232-member House to a host of 
unprincipled and often undepen¬ 
dable allies. In a Way the new Rajya 
Sabha reflects correctly the balance of 

f olitical forces across the country. 

he most striking feature is the emer¬ 
gence of the BJP as the principal op¬ 
position party in the Upper House, as 
it is in Inc lower one.- The changed 
arithmetic may force the Congress to 
modify its legislative programmes so 
as to ensure the support of other 
groups. The elections also brought 
the country face to face with the im- 
appetising fact of our political leader¬ 
ship succumbing to the threat of 
muscle power and the.lure of money 
bags. 

BY-ELECTIONS: MIXED 
VERDICT ! 

♦ The by-elections to two Lok Sabha 
and 19 Assembly scats, held on June 
8 , resulted in a mixed verdict. The 
(’engross won the prestigious New 
Delhi Lok Sabha seat, its candidate, 
Rajesh Khanna, defeating his film 
star colleague Shatrugan Sinha, by a 
margin of 28,256 votes. Mr Khanna 
polled 101,625 votes while Mr Sinha 
got 73,369. 

• The Giridih Lok Sabha seat in 
' Bihar was won by the Jharkhand 
i Mukti Morelia OMM) candidate, who 


defeated his nearest BJP rival, by 
about 61,000 votes. The 19 Assembly 
seats were shared by the Congi%ss, 
the BJP, SJP, lUML, Cong (S), CPM, 
MBS (^^harashtra Ekikaran Samiti) 
and an independent. The BJP won 
both the Assembly seats in Madhya 
Pradesh. The Goa by-election was 
won by an independent. The Con¬ 
gress lost two %ats in Kerala and 
(joa, mainly because of intra-party 
' feuds. 

Dus time also there were allega¬ 
tions of rigmng, booth capturing and 
vote snatching in Bihar and West 
Bengal. Re-polnng was ordered in 46 
booths in Bihar and also for the Bal- 
lygunje seat in West Bengal which 
was won, on repolling, by Com¬ 
munists with a big margin. 

CONGRESS SECURES 
MAJORITY 

# With the admission of a splinter 
group of 6 members of the Telegu 
Desam Party to the Congress in the 
third week of August, the ruling 
party secured a simple majority "(251 
M.P.s) in the Lok Sabha. Justifying the 
development, Mr Raju of the splinter 
faction said that his group had been 
"impressed with the progressive 
economic measures" taken by the 
Prime Minister. These six members 
had got elected to Parliament on the 
Telegu Desam ticket and anti-Con- 
gress plank. 

The chief advantage accruing to 
the Government is psychological. For 
all practical purpose, this group was 
always with the Government. Even 
before this mei^ger, the 245-member 
Congress party m the Lok Sabha sel¬ 
dom faced any problem during trials 
of strength with the Opposition, 
despite the fact that it was short of the 
requisite majority in the House. With 
the support of its allies, including 11 
members of the AlADMK, two mem¬ 
bers of the Muslim League, one mem¬ 
ber each of Sikkim Sangram Parishad 
and Kerala Congress, six members of 
the breakaway Telegu Desam group 
and two nominated members the 
CJovemment was always able to have 
the better of the opposition. 

DEADLOCK IN KASHMIR 

# The prolonged stalemate in Kash¬ 
mir continued during the year. 


though there has lately been a notable 
increase in the seizure of weapons 
from the militante and in the pressure 
of Ae security forces, together with a 
decrease in the killings and kidnap¬ 
pings of innbeent people in the 
region. A large numb^ of arrests was 
al^ made in recent months, but it 
would be wrong to say that the law 
and order situation in Kashmir is 
fully under control. The militants still 
dominate certain areas. 

The Union Cfovemmeift has been 
holding consultations with leaders of 
opposition parties and others^n the 
problems of Kashmir. In the fourth 
week of October a large repre-- 
sentative delegation of Mj^ paid a 
three-day visit to the Valley to assess 
the situation but the people's real 
spokesmen and the pro-militants 
boycotted the delegation. Attempts, 
are being made to start the political 
process and hold elections in the 
State before the expiry of President's 
rule in September, 1993. But impartial 
observers have expressed the view 
that the situation in that State is not 
ripe for holding elections. J & K has 
been under President's rule for the' 
past two years. 

SINO-INDIAN ACCORD 
ON TROOP CUTS 

# At the fifth meeting of the Joint 
Working Group held in August, 1992, 
in Beijing, India and China reached a 
"conceptual consensus" on the need 
for an across-the-board, reduction of 
forces on both sides of the border and 
general measures aumed at reducing 
military presence and expenditure.' 
The two sides also agreed in principle 
to examine the possibility of relocat¬ 
ing military pcets situated close to 
one anbther. 

It was also agreed that people-to- 
people contacts shoula be en¬ 
couraged in the border areas through 
the opening of additional points of 
border trade. Referring to the 
Chinese suggestion for a boundary 
solution based on "mutual adjust¬ 
ment, mutual understanding aqd 
mutual accommodation", the sources 
said they apparently had in mind 
some "adjustment" in the western 
sector and expected a redprocal ges¬ 
ture frqpi India in the eastern, sector. 
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The Chinese sought New Delhi's 
reaction to the suggestion. While 
India had no reservations about 
moving away from the "old mind 
set", it had sought specific details of 
the proposal from China. 

During the Chinese Premier Li 
Peng's New Delhi visit in Decem¬ 
ber, 1992, both he and Indian Prime 
Minister Narasimha Kao agreed 
that there should be "stabilisation" 
along the Line of Actual Control 
(LOC) as a first step towards a 
meaningful settlement of the 
boundary question. 

President's visit: Mr R. 
Venkataraman's 6-day trip to China 
(May 19-25), the first by the President 
of India, generated much goodwill 
but it did not help to solve the major 
pending problems. The boundary 
question was not actively pursued; 
however the two countries expressed 
keenness to improve relations. This 
was evident from the meetings Presi¬ 
dent Venkataraman had with Mr 
Jiang Zamin, Secretary-General of the 
Chinese Communist Party, and Mr Li 
Peng, Prime Minister, in Beijing on 
May 19. 

Mr Jiang Zamin and Mr Li Peng 
stressed that the boundary question 
was too complex to permit hopes of 
an early solution. Tney were of the 
view that time and patience were 
needed before the two countries 
could go on for a boundary settle¬ 
ment. India's President stressed 
that even if the settlement of the 
boundary question was likely to 
take time, steps must be taken to see 
that force was never used to disturb 
peace and tranquillity along the 
border. 

INDIA, NEPAL STEP UP 
TIES 

* India and Nepal on October 21 
formalised a series of measures to ex¬ 
pand bilateral cooperation, enhance 
Nepalese exports to India on 
liberalised terms and harness the im¬ 
mense water resource potential for 
the mutual benefit of the two 
countries. According to a joint com¬ 
munique issued at the end of the 
three-day visit of Prime Minister 
Narasimha Rao, the fresh economic 
package marked a watershed in trade 
relations between India and Nepal. 


Regarding the export of Nepalese 
go^s to India, the existing proforma 
clearance system would be abolished 
and replac^ by a system of certifi¬ 
cate of origin to be issued by the 
Nepalese Government. 

On water resources co-opera¬ 
tion the two sides agreed on a time- 
frame for investigations and 
preparation of project reports on 
the Karnali, Pancheswar, Sapta 
Koshi, Buri Gandaki, Kamla and 
Bagmati projects following up on 
the understanding reached and the 
decisions taken during Dr Girija 
Prasad Koirala's visit to India in 
December, 1991. 

BURMA REBELS OPEN 
OFHCE IN DELHI 

# India has allowed the govern- 
ment-in-exile formed by the pro¬ 
democracy groups of Burma to open 
its office in New Delhi. The office is 
headed by Dr Tint Swe, a member of 
the Burmese Parliament. 

The government-in-exile, 
formed near the Burma-Thailand 
border in December, 1990, with Dr 
Sein Win as the Prime Minister, now 
has offices in 11 countries and ef¬ 
forts arc afoot to open more in 
South Asian countries. The govern¬ 
ment-in-exile is named the "Nation¬ 
al Coalition Government of the 
Union of Burma (NCGUB)". 

A 16-member delegation, 
headed by "Foreign Minister" Peter 
Limbin, is attending the current UN 
session to lobby with various 
countries for two objectives—to get 
the Burma seat in the General As¬ 
sembly vacated, and to have an 
arms embargo imposed on the 
military junta in Rangoon. 

At the international level, Nor¬ 
way and Canada have been extend¬ 
ing financial support to the 
pro-democracy movement, while 
Sweden, Japan and some European 
countries were helping with educa¬ 
tion and health assistance. A radio 
station, called "Democratic Burma 
Voice", started broadcasting from 
Norway recently. According to a 
spokesman, die NCGUB would have 
nothing to do with Pakistan sini:e it 
was reportedly supplying arms to the 
ruling Council in Burma. 


NAXALITES SPREAD 
ACTIVITY 

ft Naxalism and Naxalites gained 
further strength during 1992. The 
war against Naxalites being waged 
by the State governments at enor¬ 
mous cost of lives and money has not 
proved successful. There has been no 
positive action aimed at rooting out 
the factors which have nurtured the 
movement for a quarter century. The 
Naxalite movement has spread to 
new areas where economic ine¬ 
quality and social crime are 
pronounced. Thus, inspite of the 
Andhra Pradesh Government's ban 
on the People's War Group (PWG), 
the most powerful armed outfit of 
CPI (M-L), the movement has found 
fertile ground in the northern border 
districts of Andhra Pradesh, and also 
in eastern Maharashtra, western 
Madhya Pradesh, Kalahandi- 
Koraput in Orissa and south Bihar 
plains. 

Two subtle developments have 
taken place in the Naxalite move¬ 
ment. It began as an armed upsurge 
of landless tillers; today the move¬ 
ment seeks to include the lower mid¬ 
dle class and the urban poor. The 
other change is the increasingly shrill 
cry of the Naxalites for a separate 
Dandakaranya (forest) nation to be 
carved out of the forest districts of 
central India. 

The ideology of class annihila¬ 
tion has not ceased to exist as the 
guiding spirit. But the new leader¬ 
ship has realised that no revolution 
succeeds without a broad mass base 
and strong oi^anisational networks. 
Reports of Naxalites acquiring 
modern weapons from the LTTE in¬ 
dicate that there could be major social 
unrest in the country. The failure of 
the Government to ensure equitable 
distribution of land, the growing 
landlord politician nexus and the 
rigid forest policy have contributed 
to rural unrest in most States. 

INDIA-U.K. TREATY ON 
TERRORISM 

# India and Britain signed a full- 
fledged extradition treaty providing 
for cooperation against terrorism and 
drug trafficking in September. The 
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treaty is a "major achievement" in the 
field of bilateral cooperation in these 
two arenas. In particular, it is a joint 
effort to fight terrorism. The agree¬ 
ment on the confiscation of 
extremists' as.sets is a signal to all 
those who indulge in terrorism and 
other such criminal activity. 

Mr Chavan, who signed the 
two agreements with the Britain 
Home Secretary Kenneth Clarke in 
London on September 22, said it 
was for the first time that such a 
treaty was signed with Britain 
after Independence. It would 
definitely create the necessary at¬ 
mosphere for international 
cooperation in tackling terrorism 
and drug trafficking. 

During his visit Mr Chavan met 
British Prime Minister John Major 
and apprised him of the details con¬ 
cerning the involvement of Pakistan 
in training, funding and providing 
other logistic support to militants. He 
also stressed that Pakistan is one of 


the countries "sponsoring State ter¬ 
rorism". 

Similar agreements would be 
signed with countries like Canada 
and France on bilateral aioperation. 
The new legal regime would en.sure 
that the UK no longer sheltered anti- 
India extremists operating from 
British territory and that the British- 
based patrons of Indian terrorist 
groups were not allowed to operate 
with impunity. The Extradition 
Treaty was the first between Britain 
and another Commonwealth 
country. 

BOFORS SECRETS MAY 
BE OUT 

# Switzerland is expected soon to 
release bank documents which will, 
for the first time, show who received 
the much-talked-of payments by 
Sweden's Bofors company in connec¬ 
tion with the arms sale to India, 
Swedish radio reported recently. 
Such a disclosure would be a 


breakthrough in a five-year con¬ 
troversy over allegations that AB 
Bofors,asubsidiaryoftheNobelIn- 
dustries, bribed Indian officials to 
secu reaf i el dgu nco n t ra c t. 

Bofors denies accusations that it 
paid bribes, describing the payments 
as legitimate fees to agents. The 
Swedish authorities had closed their 
file on the case without making any 
charges. Swedish radio quoted Swiss 
federal offidals as saying they were 
convinced that bank documents 
would soon be released containing 
the names of people who received 
319 million crowns ($ 59.6 million) 
from Bofors. 

Owners of the Swiss bank ac¬ 
counts had fought for five years to 
prevent identification of those who 
received the Bofors payments. But 
the Swiss Supreme Court in 
Lausanne is now expected to 
authorise disclosure. However, ex¬ 
pectations of a similar nature in the 
past have been belied. 
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INDIA FOR CHEMICAL 
WEAPONS BAN 

♦ The Government of India's expec- 
tatioii .. 1 . ii'Mil' inioii.<iti()iial 
chemical vvciipons convention (now 
in the final slaj^e ut negotianons at the 
Conference on Disarmament in 
Geneva) will be wholly successful. In 
fact, it may well serve as a model for 
future disiumament agreements be¬ 
cause of its comprehensive, non-dis- 
criminatory and universal 
adherence. India has been working to 
promote early conclusion of the con¬ 
vention but some concerns of the 
developing countries remain to be 
tackled. 

Developing countries believe 
that if they accede to the chemical 
weapons convention and accept the 
verification regime that is envisaged, 
their access to chemicals, chemical 
equipment and technology should 
not be subjected to any additional 
restaints. 

Approximately 80 countries, in¬ 
cluding India, have indicated their 
willingness to sign the chemical 
weapons convention as original 
State parties. India has repeatedly 
committed itself to a comprehen¬ 
sive ban on chemical weapons 
through an agreement that is 
universal and non-discriminatory. 

NEW ACTION PLAN FOR 
YOUTH 

♦ The Union Government's Minis¬ 
try of Human Resources Develop¬ 
ment has prepared an Action Flan for 
bringing the youth together on a 
common platform to participate in 
the task of nation-building. This was 
disclosed by the Prime Minister on 
August 21. Under the Action Plan, 
youth all over the country regardless 
of caste, creed, region, religion or lan¬ 
guage, would be in.spired to work for 
integrated socio-economic develop¬ 
ment of the amntry. 

Stressing the paramount role of 
the youth in nation-building ac¬ 
tivity, the Prime Minister also an¬ 
nounced that the newly set up 
Mational Institute of Youth 
Development would be named 
after Mr Rajiv Gandhi. Urging the 
youth to spread the message of 
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"sadbhavana" throughout the 
country, Mr Rao administered the 
"Sadbhavana Day" pledge to 
thousandsof students. Tnestu dents 
took an oath to work for harmony 
and re.soIveall differences through 
dialogue and constitutional means 
wi thoutresortingtoviolence. 

ACTION PLAN FOR 
MINORITIES 

# The Union Government on 
August 31 admitted that the im¬ 
plementation of the 1.5-point 
programme for the welfare of the 
minorities was not satisfactory and 
underlined the need for a "time- 
bound action plan" for its implemen¬ 
tation at the State and district levels. 
A Cabinet Committee on Minority 
welfare has been constituted under 
the chairmanship of the Prime Mini¬ 
ster to review the implementation of 
the programme. 

Describing the programme as the 
"sheet anchor" in regard to the policy 
on minorities, the Union Welfare 
Mini.ster said there could be no two 
opinions that the Government has a 
special responsibility towards the 
minorities, specially with regard to 
safeguarding their life and property. 
The traditional institutions like the 
"madarasas" have to be encouraged 
to introduce teaching of science, 
mathematics and English on a volun¬ 
tary basis. The need is being felt for 
setting up of special courts to try 
cases of communal violence. Besides 
expeditious prosecution of offenders, 
the special courts would send a mes¬ 
sage to the communalists at large that 
the Government was alive to its 
responsibilities in bringing the 
culprits to book. 

INDIA SEEKS COUNCIL 
SEAT 

# For the first time India has formal¬ 
ly staked its claim for a permanent 
seat on the UN Security Council as 
and when it is expanded. Japan, Ger¬ 
many and Brazil are among the other 
nations aspiring for a permanent 
berth on the Council, which at 
present has 15 members, including 
five permanent ones. 

The Minister of State for External 
Affairs, Mr Eduardo Faleiro, address¬ 
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ing the UN General Assembly on 
September 26, stressed that, along 
with economic criteria, other relevant 
issues should also be given due 
weightage during the expansion of 
the Council. Japan and Ck>rmaiw are 
staking their claim on the basis of their 
economic strength. But several 
developing nations feel that popula¬ 
tion and size of a country, as alw its 
standing in the region, are also factors 
which need to be given due weight. 
This would ensure that whole regions 
and large populations do not go un¬ 
represented on the Council. 

DISTRIBUTION OF 
SURPLUS LAND 

♦ The Prime Minister, Mr P.V. 
Narasimha Rao, declared in the third 
week of October that it would be his 
Government's endeavour to distribute 
all ceiling surplus land within a year 
and completely solve the entire gamut 
of land problemsby 1995, the birth cen¬ 
tenary of Acharya V5noba Bhave. 

"The task of distributing ceiling 
surplus land should be accomplished 
witnin the next six months to a year 
because if this basic work is not com¬ 
pleted by then, it would not be done 
so in future", he said inaugurating a 
national conference. 

In 1991 the Centre had held a 
conference of State Revenue Ministers 
and Chief Ministers to apprise them 
of the enormity of the problem. The 
recent drive to distribute the ceiling 
surplus land had yielded considerable 
resmts. It was not enough to distribute 
the land; it was equally important to 
ensure that the beneficiaries are able to 
turn it into a viable unit to rise above 
the poverty line. 

So far the various land legisla¬ 
tions could not make much dent into 
the problem due to several infirmities, 
including the fact that the implement¬ 
ing machinery was not equipped for 
the task. Hiis led to a situation that 
people who had excess land went to 
the extent of showing it in the names of 
their "pet dogs and cats". Another 
limiting factor was the near absence 
of the pressure of the voluntary 
workers on the authorities con¬ 
cerned for carryihg out the land 
distribution. The politicisation of 
the issue of land reforms also 
came in the way. 
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RoundHip of 
International Affairs 


MAJOR EVENTS IN BRIEF 

Clinton's victory—U.S.-Russia 
Pact—U.S.-Israel Accord—India- 
Japan N.P.T. consensus—Indian 
Ocean Peace Zone—New Role for 
U.N.—Switch-over in Kabul—Pak's 
N-Bomb—NAM Declaration. 

The outslanding ei'ent of 1992 was 
the triumph of Mr Bill Clinton and the 
Democrats over Mr George Bush and the 
Republicans. The Democrats are also in 
control of the Congress. The poll sequel 
marks a new beginning for America. A 
ifounger and more amenable US Presi¬ 
dent will face the challejigcs of the post- 
Cold War world. 

With the virtual dissolution of the 
Soviet Union as a giant political and 
militarif entity, the Super-Pmver rival¬ 
ries and military alliances have become 
an old story. The year 1992 was therefore 
largely free of international tensions. 
The USA is the sole surviving Power, 
but with the fiassage of time it has 
realised lhat it cannot impose its will on 
other countries and that the role of "in¬ 
ternational policeman" which it sought 
to play for some years has to be quietly 
discarded. In most places cordiality and 
peaceful persuasion have replaced the 
postures of confrontation and the policy 
of the mighty powers' dictation to others. 

During the last year of his term as 
President, Mr George Bush, through a 
policy of firmness and rigidity, conveyed 
the disheartening message that the emer¬ 
gence of a unipolar world would not 
facilitate the establishment of a Neu> 
World Order characterised by social, 
economic and political justice, that goal 
would remain elusive. On the contrary, 
there xvould indeed he a perpetuation of 
the lopsided inequitous set-up in which 
the plight of the have-nots would not be 
redressed. The economic order would be 


marked by selfishness and a quest for 
more acquisition of economic assets by 
the USA. 

Offensive Against Third World: 

Throughout 1992 there was little to 
cheer the Third World (which mostly 
comprises developing countries, such as 
India). In fact, there have been several 
attempts to attack India in key economic 
areas. Through the US State Depart¬ 
ment, the World Bank and the IMF, at¬ 
tempts are still being made to make India 
yield to American pressures, extend its 
policy of liberalisation, and give 
preferential treatment to American in¬ 
terests in various fields. The US ob¬ 
viously intends to exploit the vulnerable 
position of New Delhi after the collapse 
of the Soviet Union, which was India’s 
dependable ally in both economic and 
military arenas. 

President Boris Yeltsin of Russia, 
Mr Gorbachov's successor, has been 
facing a series of crises, economic and 
political. His frantic appeals to the West 
for financial and other aid have not borne 
fruit. So the Russian economic reforms 
are in jeopardy. 

While the world generally remained 
free from prolonged military conflicts, 
the US held out more threats to Presi¬ 
dent Saddam Hussein whom the then 
US President George Bush was out to 
humble. But the Iraqi leader defied the 
UN Security Council resolutions re¬ 
quiring it to permit inspection of its 
massive arsenals. At one stage a flash¬ 
point was narrowly averted. 

The troubled Middle East remained 
free of violence (except Lebanon), but the 
territory formerly Imoum as Yugoslavia 
was the scene of much bloodshed for 
many months of 1992. The country 
broke up, xoith the Croats, the Serbs and 
the Muslims fighting bitterly. The warn¬ 
ing factions in Bosnia are nou’ bitter 


against one another. Hundreds of people 
were killed in the prolonged conflict. 
There was a heavy loss of assets. The UN 
efforts to restore peace in the war-tom 
region and ensure food and other relief to 
the victims proved mostly fruitless. 

Tragedy of Yugoslavia: Yugos¬ 
lavia and Czechoslovakia broke up 
during the year; the ethnic strains proved 
disastrous. Thus it loas the continent of 
Europe that witnessed more turmoil and 
bloodshed than the traditional war 
theatres—the Middle East and some 
parts of the Far East. 

The Maastricht Treaty designed to 
create European unity aroused a major 
controversy in some parts of Europe, 
such as France, Denmark and Britain. 
There are widespread fears in the 
Western world of the emergence of Ger¬ 
many as an unconquerable giant. Presi¬ 
dent Mitterand of France and Mr John 
Major, the British Prime Minister, vir¬ 
tually staked their future on the treaty. 

The West Asia talks between Israel 
and the Arabs have lasted, with several 
breaks, for over a year. The issue of Pales¬ 
tine is still hanging fire and there seemed 
to be little hope of a settlement between 
the parties at odds. 

In the East, China and Japan have 
emerged as giant countries to be reck¬ 
oned with in the coming years. Both of 
them are posing challenges to the US, 
notably in the economic arena. China 
has become a formidable military power 
also and it is out to gain supremacy over 
the Eastern region. If elected a new set of 
leaders during the year but it stuck to its 
Conservatixx and Communist policies, 
refusing to let in the winds (^democracy. 

U.S. & Pakistan: The US-Pakis- 
tan stalemate continued during the year. 
The US has not resumed its economic and 
military aid which it was giving to Is- 
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iamabad uvtil October, 1990, Pakistan, 
on its part, is adamant on continuing its 
nuclear iveafMm programme. The arms 
flow from the US has consecjiiently not 
been resumed. 

The Bi}^ Powers, and many other 
countries also, have gradually lost inter¬ 
est in Afuhanistan where the endless 
rivalries amonjf the rebels and 
Mujahideen have resulted in much 
violence. The bomb and rocket attacks 
have reduced Kabul, the Afglian capital, 
and sei'cral other parts of the war-torn 
country to ruins. During 1992 Af¬ 
ghanistan had two Presidents, first Prof 
Sibf^hatullah Mojadidi and then Prof 
Rahbani who held power for four 
months. There are no si^ns of a return to 
peace in that country. The internal 
power struffifle is proving ruinous in 
Afghanistan. 

The stalemate in Cambodia (Kam¬ 
puchea) persisted during the year, with 
the leaders making nonsense of the high¬ 
ly expensive UN operation designed to 
bring peace and normalcy. 

Details of Notable Events 

CLINTON'S TRIUMPH 
OVER BUSH 

* There was a dramatic change in 
the U.S. with the landslide victory of 
Democratic Party leader Bill Clinton 
over Republican President George 
Bush. The Democrats also retain con¬ 
trol of both Houses of Congress, the 
Senate and the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives. Mr Clinton became the 
42nd US President in a victory that 
ended 12 years of Republican rule in 
the White House. Mr Clinton, whose 
election reflected the Americans' 
anger against a battered economy, 
described his victory over I’resident 
George Bush as "a new beginning for 
America". Mr Clinton secured 43 per 
cent votes, Mr Cieorge Bush 30 per 
cent and the independent candidate, 
Mr Ross Perot, 19 per cent. 

Mr Bush had virtually neglected 
the nation's economy and the plight 
of the majority of Americans; the 
country was having large deficits and 
is heavily indebted. His foreign 
policy successes and his victory in the 
Gulf War were overshadowed during 


the poll campaign by the U.S.A.'s 
economic problems. 

"BIG FIVE" ACCORD ON 
WEAPONS 

* After prolonged negotiations in 
Washington, the five permanent 
members of the UN Security Coun¬ 
cil—the United States, Russia, 
Britain, France and China—on May 
.30 reached an agreement on a set of 
10 guidelines to prevent the spread of 
weapons of mass destruction, includ¬ 
ing nuclear, chemical and biological 
weapons. The guidelines also af¬ 
firmed the announcements made by 
each party of its commitment to sup¬ 
port the Missile Technology Control 
Regime (MTCR). Russia and China 
are not signatories to the MTCR, but 
China agreed not to transfer ballistic 
missiles which are covered by the 
MTCR. The five powers also ac¬ 
cepted a set of guidelines on conven¬ 
tional transfer of arms to countries in 
the West Asian region. 

The guidelines relating to 
weapons of mass destruction are: Not 
assist, directly or indirectly, in the 
development, acquisition, manufac¬ 
ture, testing, stockpiling or deploy¬ 
ment of weapons of mass destruction 
by any non-nuclear weapons States; 
promptly notify the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) of the 
export to a non-nuclear weapons 
State of any nuclear materials, equip¬ 
ment or facilities and place them 
under IAEA .safeguards; exercise 
restraint in the transfer of sensitive 
nuclear facilities, technology and 
weapons-usable material; strictly 
abide by the convention on biological 
weapons; and not assist in the 
manufacture of such weapons. On 
nuclear non-proliferation, the 
guidelines call upon States which 
had not yet signed the treaty to do so. 

US-RUSSIA PACT ON N.- 
ARMS CUT 

# During their two-day summit in 
Washington on June 18-19 the then 
U.S. President George Bush and the 
Russian leader, Mr ^ris Yeltsin, out¬ 
lined a wide cooperation accord. 


committing themselves to the ideals 
of world peace, democracy, primacy 
of the rule of law, fundamental 
freedoms and human rights. The 
Charter that was agreed upon shared 
a vision of Europe—Atlantic com¬ 
munity, from Vancouver to Vladivos¬ 
tok, open to cooperation with all 
democratic societies. 

The two countries signed no 
fewer than 39 agreements, including 
the landmark accord to I'educe the 
number of nuclear warheads of both 
nations from 21,(X)() to 7,0(X) by the 
year 2(X)3 and to explore seriously the 
prospects of joint sponsorship of 
global missile defence and space 
cooperation. The US implicitly recog- 
nis^ Russia as both a European and 
an Asian power. The Charter says: 
"The US and Russia believe that 
strengthening confidence and 
stability in A.sia and the Pacific 
regions, in cooperation with other 
States, will promote global security." 

While according the most 
favoured nation tariff treatment to 
both countries, the US pledged 4.5 
billion dollars of the 24 billion dollar 
multilateral financial assistance 
programme to support Russia's 
economic reforms. The Charter en¬ 
visages a joint initiative for creation 
of a Conference on international 
Security and Cooperation. 

Yeltsin's Success: The U.S.-Rus- 
sia summit was regarded as a great 
success from Mr Boris Yeltsin's point 
of view, though his expectations of 
massive economic aid for reconstruc¬ 
tion of Russia's sorely troubled 
economy were only partially ful¬ 
filled. The Russian President said 
after his trip that his arms control 
agreement with the USA was fair and 
in Russia's best interests. His tour of 
North America netted him a historic 
arms deal, plfxlges by way of credit, 
improved trade status with the US 
and easier terms for International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) assistance. 

THAILAND: END OF 
ARMY RULE 

♦ For six decades and more. 
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Thailand was virtually under 
military rule during which the 
counby suffered a terrible, bloody or- 
deal and witnessed a series of p^iti- 
cal crises. Prime Minister Gen 
Suchinda had to resign in die last 
week of May, 1992. The demand for 
democracy has lately been mounting 
in that country. On May 26 the ad¬ 
ministration lifted the state of emer¬ 
gency declared at the start of bloody 
clashes between troops and pro- 
democracy demonstrators. 

The move came a day after Par¬ 
liament began approving constitu¬ 
tional reforms to reduce the power of 
the military, which long dominated 
the country's politics but now is 
widely despised. The amendments 
reduc^ the power of the Senate (ap¬ 
pointed by the military) and require 
that the Prime Minister should be a 
member of Parliament. 

U.S.-ISRAEL MILITARY 
PACT 

♦ The U.S. intends to provide Israel 
an unspecified number of Black 
Hawk helicopters, place upto $ 300 
million worth of equipment fur use in 
an emergency by Israeli or U.S. 
troops, and forge new ties to ensure 
that the West Asian country retains 
its military edge. 

U.S. and Israeli officials recently 
discussed how to tie Israel into a 
Global Protection System that would 
guard against missile attacks through 
a combination of intelligence-sharing 
and ground and space-based early 
warning systems. Also under con¬ 
sideration is improved cooperation 
between the armed forces of the two 
countries. The U.S. intends to make 
the current $ 1.8 billion worth of 
military aid yearly to Israel a long¬ 
term commitment as desired by Is¬ 
rael. The two sides have set up a 
working group to examine ways of 
expand^ high technology military 
cooperation between them. 

The helicopters are expected to 
be provided under a 1990 le^skhon 
whidt allows Israel to draw down 
700 million dollars worth of U.S. 
weaponry in Europe that is no longer 


needed diere in view of the end of the 
Cold War. Hie US. already has about 
$ 1(X) million worth of equipment 
pie-positicmed in Israel. 

CAMBODIA PEACE 
TALKS FAIL 

# International talks on salvaging 
Cambodian peace accords conducted 
in Beijing collapsed on November 8, 
throwing a UiN. peace-keeping 
operation into disarray and raising 
the prospect of renewed bloodshed. 

The talks were seen as crucial in 
the effort to persuade the radical 
Khmer Rouge to lay down its arms 
and comply with the Paris peace ac¬ 
cords it had signed in October, 1991. 
But the Khmer Rouge refused to dis¬ 
arm in preparation for free elections 
under the terms of the peace accords. 

The Foreign Ministers of France 
and Indonesia, chairmen of the Paris 
Peace Conference, suggested the ac¬ 
cords would have to be at least partly 
rewritten. UN-supervised elections 
would go ahead, with or without the 
Khmer Rouge rebels who ran the 
Cambodian killing fields in which 
more than one million people died in 
the 1970s. But the Khmer Rouge 
leader, Mr Khieu Samphan, repeat^ 
that the Vietnamese-installed 
government in Phnom Penh should 
be dismantled and power transferred 
to the Supreme National Council 
(SNC) and UNTAC before elections. 

INDIA, JAPAN TO SEEK 
NPT CONSENSUS 

# India and Japan agreed on June 23 
to explore a new international con¬ 
sensus on the nuclear non-prolifera¬ 
tion issue. The two countries also 
decided to incorporate arrangements 
which were both comprehensive and 
non-discriminatory while striving for 
a consensus. 

Mr Narasimha Rao, who visited 
Japan, explained to the Japanese 
Prime Minister, Mr Kiichi Miyazawa, 
that India's reservations over the 
NPT were no diffeimt from Japan's 
which, while ugning the treaty in 
1975, wanted its rectification on the 


ground that it was discriminatory as 
it gave a special status to nuclear 
powes. 

The NPT is due for review in 
1995. This is the time for the two 
countries to work together, Mr Rao 
urged, sharing the Japanese 
Premier's concern over proliferation 
of nuclear weapons. There is the 
frightening possibility of ready-made 
nuclear weapons and technology 
being used. Some countries which 
had signed the NPT were having 
clandestine nuclear programmes 
which clearly indicated the glaring 
inadequacies of a regional approach 
to the nuclear issue. 

The Japanese Premier made no 
linkage between the NPT issue and 
Japan's economic aid to India. 

India to wait for Review: India 
would wait until the Nuclear Non¬ 
proliferation Treaty comes up for in¬ 
ternational review in 1995 before 
taking a decision on signing it. Prime 
Minister Narasimha Rao said at a 
press conference on June 30. India has 
not signed the treaty because of its 
discriminatory nature. The mast ob¬ 
vious change necessary in the docu¬ 
ment is that it be made 
non-disciiminatory. The end result of 
the treaty should be that no nuclear 
weapons exist anywhere. 

INDIAN OCEAN PEACE 
ZONE 

* The Indian Ocean Zone of Peace 
(lOZP) concept, designed to meet 
challenges of the Cold War era, needs 
total revamping to deal with emerg¬ 
ing challenges, says a leading defence 
expert in New Delhi. It was bom in 
the era of the Cold War. The concept 
has passed through many phases 
since its inception in line with inter¬ 
national developments and vicis¬ 
situdes of Super Power equation. The 
latest assessment shows that the con¬ 
cept of Peace Zone needs a second 
look as the geo-strategic environment 
has undergone a radical change with 
the disint^ration of the Soviet Union 
and with it the end of the Cold War. 
All the earlier formulations of 
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security in the Cold War period, in¬ 
cluding lOZr, have become totally 
redundant. 

The Indian Ocean began to be 
identified as an area of Super Power 
naval confmntation during the 19h0s 
when both the US and the USSR in¬ 
troduced naval forces on a more or 
loss permanent basi.s and sought 
naval facilities from littoral nations. 

CHINA REJECTS MULTI¬ 
PARTY SYSTEM 

* China will never adopt the 
Western-style, multi-party system of 
government, according to a Chinese 
Government spokesman. "We have 
to deepen scxrialist democracy and 
not deviate from the fundamental 
principles of the party", he said in an 
article in the "Liberation Daily". 

The statement is evidence that 
the nucleus of leaders centred around 
the Premier, Mr Li Peng, and the 
Communist Party chief, Mr Jiang 
Zemin, who remain steadfastlj' op¬ 
posed to any political reform. How¬ 
ever, the article, in contrast with the 
general tone of the Chinese press, em- 
phasised the need to strengthen 
political control before developing 
the market economy. "It is ntx'essary 
to maintain political and social 
stability in adhering to the party 
line", it added. 

NEW ROLE FOR U.N. 

# U.N. Secretary-General Dr 
Boutros Ghali, in an important report 
entitled "Preventive Diplomacy, 
Peace-making and Peace-keeping" 
sent to the Security Council at the end 
of fune, emphasises that the UN has 
emerged as the central instrument for 
prevention and resolution of conflicts 
and for pa'.servation of peace. The 
dcKument outlines the aims of the 
UN in the posl-Cold War era and ex¬ 
amines the opportunities that lie 
ahead. It also envisages enhancing 
the UN's military' and policing roles, 
putting its finances relating to peace¬ 
keeping operations on a sound fwt- 
ing, sharpening the coordination 
with regional bodies, emphasising 
the need to remove causes of tension, 
including rehabilitation, and help 


rebuild shattered economies. 

Among the major recommenda¬ 
tions are; creation of demilitarised 
zones as a part of preventive action, 
Sec'urity Council summits to discuss 
"challenges and dangers" and 
greater reliance on the International 
Court of Justice for peaceful ad¬ 
judication of disputes. 

Dr Ghali has maintained that the 
U.N. will need to respect the 
sovereignty of the State and provide 
humanitarian assistance with the 
consent of the affected country. The 
new concepts presented by Dr Ghali 
include heavily aimed "peace enfor¬ 
cement units" to maintain a cease¬ 
fire. 

There were over 100 major con¬ 
flicts around the world since 1945, 
which left some 20 million dead. But 
the UN was helpless because vetoes 
reduced it to a state of helplessness in 
many cases. 

SWITCH-OVER IN KABUL 

* In a peaceful transfer on June 28 
the Afghan caretaker President Mr 
Sibghntullah Mojadidi handed over 
power to a Mujahideen Council 
headtHl by Prof Burhanuddin Rab- 
bani. This ended the two-month 
tenure of his interim government that 
took over in April from the ousted 
communist regime of Dr Najibullah. 
The transfer of power marked the 
beginning of the second phase of 
transition from communist to Islamic 
aile in Afghanistan and the end of the 
first chapter of political instability 
and accompanying lawlessness. 

The new Afghan President, Prof 
Rabbani, faced pressure from fun¬ 
damentalists. No progress has been 
made towards restoration of peace 
and normalcy in Kabul and the ad¬ 
jacent areas in Afghanistan. Only the 
fundamentalists have gained 
strength since the proclamation of the 
country as an Islamic State. There is 
virtually no administration in Kabul 
or elsewhere in the land. The capital 
is in ruins. 

In the middle of 1992 bands of 
guerrilla fighters, armed with 


machine-guns, rocket launchers and 
tanks, straggled into Kabul's streets. 
There is considerable rivalry and oc¬ 
casional blocKlshed. The Ministries 
have been shared by guerrilla com- | 
manders from various factions. | 

PAK DEVELOPING 
N-BOMBS 

♦ During 1991 it was reported that 
Pakistan already had 13 crude 
devices in its nuclear arsenal. In 1992 
Pakistan ha.s been trying to develop 
sophisticated atomic or hydrogen 
bombs, according to a leading scien¬ 
tific journal. However, without a 
proven design for a significantly 
more sophisticahxi fission weapon, a 
boosted fission weapon, or a thermo¬ 
nuclear device, it is doubtful whether 
Islamabad could develop one 
without full-scale testing. 

A study, based on declassified 
documents and other international 
studies (»n Pakistan's clandestine 
nuclear weapons programme, says 
assuming that a nuclear device re¬ 
quires about 15 kg of weapon-grade 
uranium, Pakistan's Kahuta nuclear 
enrichment plant has the capability 
to produce uranium for three to six 
devices. Pakistan has probably 
produced between 100 to 200 kg of 
weapon-grade uranium. It is 
n*por(ed tcj be building a second en¬ 
richment plant at Golra, near Is¬ 
lamabad. The country has proaired a 
wide array of nuclear equipment and 
has a programme to produce large 
amounts of nuclear-grade graphite. 
Pakistan has had Chinese assistance 
in building a research reactor. 

Pak prepared for war; Tlie latest 
report in "Janes Defence Weekly" 
shows that the Pakistan army is now 
better prepared for war than it was in 
1965 or 1971 with 45 days of reserve 
ammunition and fuel stock and its 
lop brass are convinced that the In¬ 
dian Army is no longer capable of 
launching a ground offensive, in fact 
any major offensive, as large parts of 
the army are pinned down in internal 
security deployment in Punjab, 
Kashmir and Assam. 
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Pakistan army's new-found con¬ 
fidence comes even as large parts of 
the Pakistan air force's strike aircraft 
remain gnmnded due to shortage of 
spares and ammunition for US-ac¬ 
quired F-16s and a year still left for 
the country to raise its first 
mechanised division. Pakistan has 
, three sqqadrons of F-16 aircraft, with 
. the follow-on orders of 11 additional 
j F-16A/B under a commercial pack- 
j age and another 60 fighting Falcons 
I ordered under a government-to- 
. government deal remaining 
I suspended under the Pressler 
■ Amendment. 

i 

Sharif links N.-PIan with Kash- 
I mir: Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz 
I Sharif recently made an attempt to 
j justify Islamabad's nuclear, prog- 
; ramme linking it with the Kashmir 
j issue. I le stated in an interview with 
I the "Financial Times" of London that 
• the nuclear problem would be solved 
only when the Kashmir problem was 
solved. "Even if we resolve the 
nuclear issue, tensions will remain 
and will not be resolved", he said. 

Justifying the linkage, the Pakis¬ 
tan Prime Minister pointed out that 
the need to have a large defence 
capability arose prc<:isely because of 
the Kashmir problem. The situation 
involves heavy defence expenditure 
but it carries the highest priority. It 
needs to be noted that expenditure on 
arms accounts for nearly one-third of 
Pakistan's annual budget. 

END OF ERA IN ASIAN 
DIPLOMACY 

* An era in Asian diplomacy ended 
in August, 1992 when South Korea 
declat^ that there is only one Com¬ 
munist China, while 41 years after it 
tried to conquer South Korea by force 
of arms, China diplomatically con¬ 
cedes that there are two.Koreas. 
Taiwan is no longer recognised by 
any Asian State. 

China on August 24 established 
full diplomatic relations with South 
Korea and reaffirmed its friendship 
with North Korea as South Korea 
snapped official links with Taiwan. In 


a communique. South Korea com¬ 
mitted itself to recognising Taiwan as 
a part of China. After the signing 
ceremony, Mr Lee, the S. Korean 
leader, said Seoul would continue to 
have good relations with Taipei in 
trade and economics. 

The Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said Beijing had no objec¬ 
tion to other countries maintaining 
unofficial relations with Taiwan. 
China would continue to develop 
friendly relations with North Korea 
on whose side China fought three 
decades ago. 

China-S. Korea Summit: The 
first Sino-South Korean summit 
ended on September 30,1992, with a 
communique declaring that the es¬ 
tablishment of bilateral relations was 
of "great significance to peace and 
development in Asia and the world 
as a whole". The communique was 
issued at the end of President Roh Tae 
Woo’s visit to China, which took 
place a month after the establishment 
of diplomatic relations. It marked the 
end of four decades of tensions. 

The communique recorded 
China's hope that de-nuclearisation 
of the Korean peninsula would be 
achieved, as also the Korean people's 
aspiration of reunification. The 
proress of relaxation of tension in the 
peninsula should continue, the South 
Korean and Chinese leaders said. 

NAM DECLARATION 

# The NAM countries' 10th summit, 
held at Jakarta for nearly a week (Sept 
1 to 6), did not turn out to be a smooth 
affair, mainly because of the complex 
Yugoslavia tangle. However, the 
summit achiev«l a consensus on the 
situation in Bosnia-Herzegovina by 
strongly condemning the "obnoxious 
policy of ethnic cleansing followed 
by the local Serbs, without blaming 
Serbia or Monteitegro". The heads of 
State and Government called for a 
speedy withdrawal of all external for¬ 
ces from the territory, the deploy¬ 
ment of UN peace-keeping forces 
along the border and other places, 
where necessary, in Bosnia-Her¬ 


zegovina. 

The "Jakarta Message" called for 
shaping a new international order 
through the "irreplaceable" role of 
the U.N. and set up a high-level non- 
aligned movement working group 
charged with the task of concretising 
proposals for restructuring and 
democratisation of the UN system. 
The Message sent out by the 108- 
member NAM also stipulated the set¬ 
ting up of a joint body to coordinate 
efforts and strategies with the 
"Group of 77". The summit wel¬ 
comed the trend towards democracy 
and committed the movement to 
protecting human rights. 

It said no country should use its 
power to dictate its concept of 
democracy and human rights to im¬ 
pose conditionalities on others. The 
session urged the developing 
countries to ensure, without further 
delay, a balanced and equitable con¬ 
clusion of the Uruguay Round that 
should consider the interests of all 
parties. 

New Charter for NAM: India 
on September 2 proposed a new 
Charter for the Non-aligned Move¬ 
ment to carve out a changed role in 
the post-Cold War era in its quest for 
a world order free from nuclear 
weapons and rich-poor disparities. 
India also asked the member-nations 
not to "fritter away" their eneigies in 
bilateral disputes. 

Asserting that the over three 
decades-old movement had not lost 
its relevance and was uniquely 
placed to foige a global consensus. 
Prime Minister Narasimha Rao 
proposed the establishment of a non¬ 
military standby force of NAM 
volunteers to help the members in 
crises. 

Call for abolition of veto: Iran 
and Syria led calls by members of 
NAM for abolition of the veto power 
at the U.N. Security Council. But the 
UN Chief, Dr Boutros-Ghali, ex¬ 
plained that such a change would 
need the approval of the five per¬ 
manent Council members. 
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In order to end the indirect link of 
NAM with the Cold War and to make 
the movement more in tune with the 
times, some diplomats and 
academics have urged the Indian 
authorities to review its relevance. A 
change in the name has also been 
suggested. The Minister of State for 
External Affairs, Mr Eduardo Faleiro, 
is of the view that democratisation of 
the U.N. and economic development 
remained an unfinished agenda of 
NAM. India's Foreign Secretary 
referred to the new concepts imping¬ 
ing on international thinking, such as 
the concept of good governance and 
human rights, which were being 
linked by industrialised countries to 
economic aid. 

SWITCH-OVER IN 
PHILIPPINES 

# The transfer of political and 
military power in the Philippines 
from Ms Aquino to the new Presi¬ 
dent, Fidel Ramos, took place on June 
30. Mr Ramos, who won the May 11, 
1992, Presidential election, took the 
oath of office in the first orderly trans¬ 
fer of power in the country in a 
quarter century. Ms Corazon Aquino 
stepped down after a turbulent six- 
year rule that began with the over¬ 
throw of the late dictator, Ferdinand 
Marcos, in 1986. There were no fewer 
than seven coup attempts during her 
regime. 

Mr Ramos underto<,>k to tackle 
such critical issues as amnesty for 
communist, Muslim and rightist 
rebels. The country's economy is in a 
shambles. Economic revival is a top 
priority in his programme. On 
November 10, I^esident Ramos or¬ 
dered the release of st>ldiers accused 
of coup attempts and suspended the 
military trial of dozens of others in 
the hope of making pejice with army 
rebels. Mr Ramos believes the moves 
"will have a positive bearing pn the 
government effort to win the support 
of rebel groups. In July, Mr Ramos 
offered an amnesty to communist 
rebels, right-wing army mutineers 
and Muslim separatists, saying the 
Philippines needed political stability 


to attract foreign investors and revive 
the economy. 

GROWTH OF 
FUNDAMENTALISM 

* A notable feature of the religious 
scenario in West Asia and South Asia 
is the growth of Islamic fundamen¬ 
talism. Orthodox Muslims have been 
gaining strength in Pakistan also. 
Their demands and assertions have 
influenced the course of politics. 
They are strongly opposed to 
democratic trends and the refreshing 
winds of change. 

In Algeria, the army has been 
flighting extremists since the military 
leaders, anticipating an election vic¬ 
tory of the fundamentalists, had 
forced out President Benedjedid 
early in 1992. 

Jordan has managed to escape 
significant violence. King Hussein 
legalised the moderate Muslim 
Brotherhood and, in free elections in 
1989, it became the largest bloc in par- 
liament. 

In the Israeli-occupied West Bank 
and Gaza, such fundamentalist 
groups as Islamic Jehad and Hamas 
are gaining favour among young 
people angered by unemployment 
and occupation of the area by the Is¬ 
raelis. 

Religious extremists have made 
some gains in local elections, but Mr 
Yasser Arafat's mainstream Fatah 
movement still holds most of the 
seats in unions and chambers of com¬ 
merce in the occupied territories. 

There is violent confrontation in 
Tunisia, Algeria and Egypt between 
Muslim militants and governments. 
Hundreds of people are on trial for 
murder, weapons possession and 
conspiracy to overthrow govern¬ 
ments. Tens of thousands have been 
arrested, many held for long periods 
without charge and allegedly tor¬ 
tured. 

Egypt's fundamentalist opposi¬ 
tion ranges from the Muslim Brother¬ 
hood, outlawed but tolerated, to 
violence-prone Muslim extremists. 


Fundamentalism's appeal is 
strongest in countries with corrup¬ 
tion-ridden governments that cannot 
deal with eamomic crises. But it is 
also gaining in such wealthy Gulf 
States as Kuwait. 

YELTSIN FACING 
TROUBLE 

# Opposition to Mr Boris Yeltsin has 
lately been mounting in Russia be¬ 
cause of certain unfavourable factors, 
mostly economic. There have been 
demonstrations against the new 
regime. An anti-government Nation¬ 
al Salvation Front was formed recent¬ 
ly. But within days the President 
banned the new association, just as 
he had banned the Communist Party 
in 1991 in the wake of the failed coup, 
arguing that the front calls for the 
overthrow of the lawful authorities, 
destabilises society and sets people 
against each other. 

Official figures of over 80 per 
cent below the poverty line, and a 
runaway inflation rate of two per 
cent every day, a handful of hammer 
and sickle flags, some portraits of 
Lenin and anti-government slogans 
seemed to throw down the gauntlet 
to the ruler of Russia. 

As the rouble tumbles, a new edge 
of desperation is evident. Many 
people—disappointed, cynical and 
alienated—make both ends meet by 
doing three jobs at a time. An Asian 
diplomat felt that despite the wrath of 
the West at whose behest policy is lar¬ 
gely being carried out, Yeltsin might 
sacriflee some key people to save his 
government and ultimately himself. 

Another option might be to be 
more dictatorial—but that might 
smack too much of hardline methi^s, 
which he had so often accused his 
opponents of. Mr Gorbachov voiced 
those very fears at a press conference 
when he said that the National Security 
Council, a powerful body which has 
sometimes been accu.sed of accumulat¬ 
ing too much potver, actually dis¬ 
cussed the imp(»ition of presidential 
rule and the introduction of emeigency 
measures. 
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ECONOMY CAPSULE 


During the past year the Union 
Government's policy of liberalisation and 
gradual structural ^justments was con¬ 
tinued, but the pace of economic reforms 
has been slow. A deep-rooted recession, 
low productivity, a low growth trap and 
a heavier debt burden hindered economic 
progress. Unemployment increased and 
the balame of payments problem persist¬ 
ed. The licensing policy has been further 
liberalised in order to facilitate the entry 
of more private eitterprise in the field of 
industry. The incentives given for 
foreign investment are having some 
results hut not to the extent expected. 

The policy of disinvestment in the 
public sector is also expected to show 
good results in due course. Some sick 
units have been closed down and the 
policy of voluntary retirement Ims been 
adopted at some centres. The Govern¬ 
ment repeatedly stated that the "reforms 
are irreversible". More loans are being 
sought from the World Bank. The es- 
I timate is that India would need 3 billion 
dollars annually as aid for the next three 
■ years or so. The country's debt burden is 
increasing. India's external debt in¬ 
creased from 63.13 billion dollars at the 
end of March 1991, to 66 billion dollars 
by the end of December 1991. The latest 
estimate is more than 70 billion dollars. 
The debt services will cost 9.85 billion 
dollars in 1992-93. 

INFLATION RATE 

# Inflation showed several ups and 
down. The annual rate based on the 
official Wholesale Price Index (WPI) 
touched double digit level once again 
after nearly three months, when it in¬ 
creased to 10 per cent for the week 
ended October 24. The rate of infla¬ 
tion has been moving up steadily 
from 7.4 per cent for the week ended 
September 12, belying official 
forecasts. It was on April 18 that the 
rate of inflation touched a high of 13.3 
p>er cent, sliding to single digit level 
for the week ended July 25. 

The rise in WPI was on account of 
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a 0.6 per cent ascent in index for the 
major group of "manufactured 
products" attributable to the cost- 
push multiplier effect of petroleum 
products and fertiliser price hike. 

Inflation Control: Controlling 
inflation would receive high priority 
from government, even though 
policies for controlling it had been 
defective. The level of money supply 
in the economy was very high and 
the availability of credit would con¬ 
tinue to be restricted in the near fu¬ 
ture. As for the dilemma of reducing 
fiscal deficit, the process would mean 
less money for those dependent on 
the Government, and a smaller 
market for industry, since this sector 
was the largest buyer of industrial 
goods. 

The Government had planned a 
target of cutting its expenditure to 3.5 
per cent of GDP. It would mean 
renewed borrowing on the one hand, 
and major spending for supporting 
the larger plan and fulfilling its am¬ 
bitious targets, on the other. The 
bright spots in the economy included 
the good Kharif crops. Estimates 
showed that the Rabi crop would also 
be good. 

4 P.C. GDP GROWTH 
RATE 

♦ Top officials of the Finance Minis¬ 
try claimed that despite "elements of 
a slowdown in the economy", the 
GDP growth in 1992-93 would be 
higher at four per cent, compared to 
two per cent in 1991-92 and that infla¬ 
tion would be contained within eight 
per cent. The officials said that while 
the industrial situation was not yet 
satisfactory, it was better than in the 
previous years and in the coming 
year it would improve further. Steel 
and certain capital goods industries 
fail in the grip of a recession in 1991- 
92 but there was no general industrial 


recession. 

The officials described the 
present as a "period of trartsilion" in 
the process of structural adjustment. 
Fiscal compression would continue 
in 1992-93. In the short run, there 
could be elements of a slowdown. 
Judging by the experience of other 
countries which went through struc¬ 
tural adjustment, the process could 
"very often take a couple of years". 

Perceptions about the working of 
the economy among the Finance 
Ministry officials differ. The hope for 
containing the inflation rate, accord¬ 
ing to the officials, arose from the fact 
that prices of articles in the primaiy 
group were coming down. But in the 
manufacturing sector, prices were 
rising because of the impact of the 
higher administered prices. But over 
the coming weeks, the inflation rate 
in this sector too would decline, ac¬ 
cording to an official asse^ment. 

The officials feel confident that 
fiscal deficit would be limited to five 
per cent of the GDP, which is the tar¬ 
get for 1992-93. This would be 
achieved even after the relaxations in 
the matter of controlling fertilizer 
subsidy that would lead to a higher 
expenditure than the budgetary al¬ 
location. 

While the objective would be to 
reduce fiscal deficit to four per cent of 
the GDP in the next fiitancial year 
(1993-94), the investment outlay, 
taking both the public and private 
sector together, as a percentage of the 
GDP would be' maintained at the 
1992-93 level. The second round of 
disinvestment had resulted in a 
higher realisation of share values fol¬ 
lowing the introduction of structural 
changes. While the Government 
would divest further, there was as yet 
no mandate to take the disinvestment 
beyond 49 per cent in public sector 
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undertakings. 

ECONOMY POISED 
FOR LEAP 

♦ India could become one ol the 
world's most dynamic economies 
during the second half of the 1990s 
and beyond, if the current pace of 
reform is maintainc'd over the next 
three or four years, according to the 
World Bank. In an assessment titled 
"Trends in Developing Economies, 
1992", the bank notes that the present 
Government has overcome the im¬ 
mediate balance of payments 
problems, reduced macro-economic 
imbalances and initiated a major 
transformation of India's develop¬ 
ment strategy. Further policy changes 
to improve the tax system and reform 
public enterprises arc to be imple¬ 
mented in the near future. 

GDP Up: As a result of the 
liberalisation measures of the '80s, 
the bank points out, GDP growth ac¬ 
celerated to over 5 per cent, driven by 
laigely expanding industrial produc¬ 
tion and exports. The bank says 
despite improvements, the balance of 
payments will remain fragile and de¬ 
pendent on exceptional financing 
over the next four or five years. 
Liberalising imp«irts is central to the 
success of the reform process under¬ 
way but makes the management of 
the balance of payments risky. 

CHELLIAH 

COMMITTEE'S 

WARNING 

♦ The Raja Chelliah Committee on 
Tax Refoims, in its final report sub¬ 
mitted late in August, has recom¬ 
mended a three-pr«>nged approach 
for eradictiting corruption in Central 
Excise and Customs as well as In¬ 
come Tax departments. The Commit¬ 
tee has cautioned the Government to 
check the rapid growth in its expen¬ 
diture. If uncheckcil, it will nullify 
the economic reforms. The committee 
has suggested lowering of the cor¬ 
porate tax for all domestic companies 
to 45 per cent in 1993-94 from the 
present level of 51.75 per cent, by 
abolition of the surchar^ and to 40 
per cart in 1994-95. 

The committee has recom- 
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mended continuation of the classical 
system followed in India, which 
treats corporations as a distinct tax¬ 
able entity. Die committee is of the 
view that the rate of 40 per cent 
would not be unreasonable for 
foreign investors, given by spread of 
the present tax rates in different 
countries. 

The committee has reiterated its 
recommendations, made in the inter¬ 
im report, for withdrawal of the con¬ 
cessions under Sections 35 CCA, 35 
CCB and 35 AC for making donations 
to associations and institutions carry¬ 
ing out rural development or any 
scheme for promoting social and 
economic welfare. This would 
simplify and improve the equity of 
the tax system and give less room for 
tax avoidance and reduce disputes. 

INDUSTRIAL POLICY 

# Explaining the Union 
Government's new industrial policy, 
the Union Finance Minister said the 
aim was to "de-politicise the 
economy" and to move away from 
the old-fashioned methods of in¬ 
dustrialisation. The public and 
private sectors should play com¬ 
plimentary roles and the Govern¬ 
ment policy aimed at this. 

Stressing the importance of 
globalising the economy, particularly 
in the context of various countries b^ 
coming more interdependent, the 
Finance Minister stated on Novem¬ 
ber 4 that the tariff rates in the 
country had to be brought down to 
encourage trade. In the industrial 
arena only eight sectors were 
reserved for the Government and the 
attempt would be to reduce the list 
further. Already the Government was 
allowing private sector participation 
in these eight sectors, including oil 
exploration and refineries. 

ECONOMY DRIVE 
INEFFECTIVE 

* In the early part of the year 1992 
the Prime Minister announced an 
austerity drive. About 2000 posts 
were proposed to be abolished; fur¬ 
ther recruitment and promotions 
were to be curbed as far as possible; 
several telephones were to be sur- 
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rendered and there was to be savings 
on petrol consumption. But owing to 
compulsions and pressures, hardly 
any abolition of posts was effected 
and there were no notable savings in 
other directions either. 

There would have to be con¬ 
tinuous belt-tightening measures for 
another two to three years, the only 
silver lining being that 1993-94 
would be "moderately better" than 
the current financial year. It is ex¬ 
pected that the next year would see 
substantial improvement over 1992- 
93 but it would take another two to 
three years for the situation to "nor¬ 
malise and the mood to become up¬ 
beat". 

BOP & EXPORTS 

# Painting a dismal picture of the 
times ahead, the Finance Secretary 
noted that the BOP problem still per¬ 
sisted and was likely to continue for 
a couple of year6. As a result, the total 
dollar availability for non-oil imports 
was likely to receive a further setback 
in the coming years. Even though es¬ 
timates show^ a sharp pick-up in 
ex{X)rts during August and Septem¬ 
ber, 1992, the main issue was how to 
sustain this upward trend. Only ex¬ 
ports to hard currency areas had 
done well, while those to the 
erstwhile Soviet Union received a 
sharp setback. 

The rate of growth fdl ftom 6-7 
per cent and some optimistic circles 
said "they would be happy if we end 
the year with 4 per cent". 

Despite these persisting 
problems, the country had not fal¬ 
tered on its debt servicing and "we 
are not going to ask for rescheduling 
of our debt payments, as in the case 
of several Latin American countries". 

CHECKING BANK 
FRAUDS 

# Among the proposals under the 
earnest consideration of the Union 
Government in order to check frauds 
and ottier malpractices in banks and 
othar financial institutions are: (a) the 
setting up of a special bureau to deal 
with serious frauds, and (b) the estab¬ 
lishment of a hi^-powered board to 
suporvise their mnedoning. 
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The Finance Minister admitted in 
Paliament on July 8,1992, that there 
were serious deficiencies in the 
oporation of the country's banking 
system. While sharing the M.P.s' con¬ 
cern over these flaws, he pointed out 
that in the recent securities scam 
(Har^ad Mehta affair) the Govern¬ 
ment had acted speedily. At one level, 
these transactions need to be treated 
as deliberate frauds perpetrated by 
individuals who have blatantly vio¬ 
lated the law. At another level the 
malpractices had highlighted the 
weaknesses in the banking system 
which could be remedied only 
through reforms and modernisation. 
Hence the Government's determina¬ 
tion to implement the Narasimhan 
Committee recommendations. The 
Reserve Bank of India is planning 
legal action against banks that have 
been consistently flouting RBI 
regulations. 

10th FINANCE 
COMMISSION 

♦ On June 15, 1992, the President 
constituted the Tenth Finance Com¬ 
mission under the Chairmanship of 
Mr K.C. Pant, a former Defence Min¬ 
ister. Since Independence, nine 
Finance Commissions have given 
their reports pertaining to divisible 
proceeds like sharing of income-tax. 
Union excise duties, estate duties and 
other grants to the States. The Tenth 
Finance Commission has been as¬ 
signed widened terms of reference 
and some additional areas of respon¬ 
sibility about which it has been asked 
to make recommendations. 

It will consider the problem of 
not only balancing the receipts and 
expenditure on the revenue account 
of both Union and the States but also 
the need for generating surpluses for 
capital investment and reducing fis¬ 
cal deficit. It has been asked to submit 
its report by November 30,1993, for a 
five-year period. ‘ 

It is for the first time that the ob¬ 
jective of reducing the fiscal deficit 
has been brought within the ambit of 
a Finance Commission. As a result, 
the 10th Commission will have to 
make an overall assessment of fiscal 


management in the country. The 
fianancial crises faced by the Centre 
and a majority of the States, have 
made the new Finance Commission's 
task crucial. Recommendations of the 
Commission apart, the States shall 
have to find ways to increase 
revenues, curb wasteful expenditure 
and generate surpluses for capital in¬ 
vestment. 

POVERTY RATIO 
ASSESSMENT 

* The latest available figures show 
that 23.76 crore Indians, representing 
29.9 per cent of the population, are 
still living below the poverty line. Of 
these, 19.56 crore are living in the 
rural areas while 4.17 crore are in the 
urban areas. 

The provisional figures for 1987- 
88 (the latest year for which data are 
available) show that Uttar Pradesh 
has the maximum number of 4.48 
crore people living below the poverty 
line. It is followed by Bihar with 3.36 
crore, Madhya Pradesh with 2.24 
crore and Maharashtra with 2.14 
crore. 

According to a Task Force report, 
the poverty line has been defined as 
the per capita monthly expenditure 
of Rs 49.09. in rural areas and Rs 56.64 
in urban areas at 1973-74 prices, cor¬ 
responding to the per capita daily 
requirement of 2,400 calories in rural 
areas and 2,100 in urban areas. 

There are over 14..35 million jtibr 
less persons in the country. Accord¬ 
ing to the latest assessment, Tamil 
Nadu, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, West 
Bengal, U.P. and Maharashtra ac¬ 
count for the maximum number of 
unemployed. 

UPSWING IN FOREIGN 
EXCHANGE RESERVES 

♦ During the past few months there 
has been a notable improvenrent in 
the country's foreign exchange reser¬ 
ves—an index to success in at least 
one aspect of the overall economic 
scene. By the end of the third week of 
October, 1992, the foreign exchange 
reserves increased to over 6 billion 
dollars. There was however a fall of 
775 million dollars in the fortnight 


that followed. 

The excliange rate of the rupee 
remained unaffected. In fact the 
rupee has been going up in value 
against foreign (European) curren¬ 
cies. Against the US dollar the value 
of the rupee remained stable. This 
position of the rupee is given as 
evidence of the successful impact of 
the liberalisation policy followed by 
the Government of India, particular¬ 
ly the exchange rate mechanism, but I 
it has acted as a disincentive to ex- ' 
porters. The exporters of goods to 
Europe arc adversely affected. 

The rising exchange rate of the 
rupee against the pound sterling and 
the German Mark is eroding the 
profits of the exporters. On the other 
hand, it benefits importers by im¬ 
proving the profitability of their im¬ 
ports. The squeeze on the profit 
margin of the exporters has been 
caused by the input costs which have 
gone up due to inflation; with the 
rupee appreciating they get fewer 
rupees for their exports. The squeeze 
has been severe on exporters to 
European community. Besides the ex¬ 
ternal value of the rupee is now 
determined by market forces. Under 
the present mechanism there is little 
that the Government can do in the 
matter. 

It is estimated that there will be 
sufficient foroign exchange supply to 
take care of the country's import 
needs, at least for the current year 
(1992-93). 

SHARP HIKE IN 
PETROL PRICES 

♦ In the second half the year the 
Union Government announced a 
sharp increase in the prices of 
petroleum products—a step that 
created considerable resentment 
among the people because of the im¬ 
mediate direct impact and also the 
chain reaction it soon caused. In ab¬ 
solute terms, the prices of petrol and 
diesel were enhanced by one rupee 
per litre. There was the much sharper 
increase of Rs 15 per cylinder of LPG 
(Cooking gas) which imposed a 
heavy burden on the average family 
in urban areas. The increase came to 
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7 per cent fnr petrol, 22 per cent for 
High Speed Diesel (HSD) and 24 per 
cent for cooking gas. * 

To make things worse for in¬ 
dustry and for the large body of con¬ 
sumers, there was a 36 per cent 
increase in naptha prices and as 
much as 54 per cent for furnace oil. 
The higher prices of petrol and diesel 
inevitably had in all-round inflation¬ 
ary effect on the country's economy. 
The Government's attempt obvious¬ 
ly was to partly cover the widening 
gap between the revenue and the ex¬ 
penditure—the large fiscal deficit. 

It is widely believed that the 
price hike was dictated by the world 
Bank and the International Monetary 
Fund. The explanation offered by the 
Government was that the prevailing 
price level could not meet the expen¬ 
diture on costs, exploration and re¬ 
search. The earlier indirect official 
support to the prices was described 
as an unjustifiable burden on the na¬ 
tional exchequer. 

The price enhancements are ex¬ 
pected to yield a revenue of about Rs 
1200 crore during the period upto 
March 31,1993, and of course a much 
higher revenue in the full year 1993- 
94. 

INDIA HAILS 
CLINTON'S STRESS 
ON GROWTH 

# US President-elect Bill Clinton's 
stress on economic growth has been 
welcomed by the Union Finance Min¬ 
ister who has pointed out that there 
has been an excessive tilt towards de¬ 
inflationary policies during the past 
decade. He expressed this stand at a 
joint meeting of the International 
Chamber of Commerce and the Con¬ 
federation of Asia-Pacific Chambers 
of Commerce and Industry in New 
Delhi on November 18,1992. 

The Finance Minister said the US 
President-elect emphasised the im¬ 
portance of growth and job creation. 
The policy would correct the im¬ 
balance towards disinflation and 
asset deflation policies pursued in 
the 1980s. The world economy, ac¬ 
cording to him, has gone in a direc¬ 


tion not conducive to a stable macro- 
economic environment. The policies 
pursued by the major industrial 
powers resulted in a massive defla¬ 
tion of assets worldwide. But global 
coordination was needed because no 
single country can achieve the goal 
by itself. Mr Mitterand of France had 
in the past decade tried to do it alone 
but had failed in the attempt. 

Dr Manmohan Singh laid stress 
on the point that the industrial 
powers should reciprocate by open¬ 
ing their markets to liberalising 
economies such as that of India. 
"India does not need subsidies, nor 
does it like to walk on crutches. All 
we need is an open market and a 
multilateral trading system." 

On the domestic front the Union 
Finance Minister reiterated his stand 
that bureaucratic controls would be 
fully dismantled, quantitative import 
restrictions phased out and customs 
tariff reduc^ to international levels 
to make the private sector vibrant. 
"The Indian industry should be able 
to stand up to the whips of interna¬ 
tional competition. If the economic 
policies succeed in seven years, India 
would witness a second agricultural 
and industrial revolution", he stated. 

ECONOMIC DOLDRUMS 

♦ No less a person than Mr Arthur 
Dunkel, Director-General of the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT), asserted on November 
17 that reform of the world trading 
system is vital if the world is to pull 
out of its "economic doldrums". He 
made this conrunent in Washington 
after discussions with senior US offi¬ 
cials, aimed at trying to avert a trans- 
Atlantic trade war. Reforms were 
necessary, he added, to bring the 
world economy back from recession¬ 
ary tendencies. 

The European Community on 
November 21 finally ended a bitter 
dispute over farm subsidies. A major 
trade war was thus averted though 
neither France nor the U.S. was 
happy over the terms of the settle¬ 
ment. The French Govenunent con¬ 
tended that the trade accord was 
unacceptable and posed a grave 


threat to the country'? farmers. The 
U.S. farmers complained that the ac¬ 
cord would still shut of much of the 
European market to soyabeans. 

Mr Dunkel conferred with US 
Trade Representative Carla Hills 
(known as "a tough nut to crack"). 
She told newsmen that the meetings 
"have been very constructive". We 
are going to work very hard to push 
the Uruguay Round of trade talks to 
a successful conclusion. It may be 
recalled that the U.S. threaten^ to 
impose punitive 200 per cent tariffs 
on 100 million dollars worth of 
European Community exports if the 
EC did not cut back the subsidies 
soon. 

WORLD'S BIGGEST 
BANK FRAUD 

♦ The embattled British Govern¬ 
ment ran inta^a fresh storm in Oc¬ 
tober over a damning report on the 
Bank of England's supervision of the 
Bank of Cr^it and Commerce Inter¬ 
national (BCCI) whose collapse has 
been described as "the biggest bank 
fraud in financial history". A senior 
judge, Mr Justice Bingham, found 
that despite warnings the central 
bank failed to use the power to .spot 
widespread fraud in the BCCI which 
was closed down in 1991, resulting in 
losses to thousands of depositors. 
The degree of alertness and inquisi¬ 
tiveness shown by many of the Bank 
officials who dealt with the BCCI was 
not high, the report said, adding that 
the bank's supervision was "a 
tragedy of errors". 

Regulators who have spent 
months on the probe into the tragedy 
say it may have swallowed as much 
as 10 billion dollars in fraudulent 
transactions. The "Financial Times" 
described the Bank of England as "a 
timorous old lady". Behind an im¬ 
pressive facade of masonry, tradition 
and legal powers, "lurks a cowering 
midget uncertain of its strengtli artd 
anxious at aU costs to avoid putting it. 
to test." The BCCI report came at a 
time when the BIhtish Government 
led by Mr John Major, was battling 
with Britain's longest economic 
recession. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 

ACU: Asian Currency Union. 

AJSU: All Jharkhand Students 
Union. 

AMC: Asset Management Com¬ 
panies. 

APEG Asia-Pacific Economic 
Corporation. 

ASEAN: Association of- South¬ 
east Asian Nations. 

ASLV: Augmented Satellite 
Launch Vehicle. 

ATN: Asian Television Net¬ 
work. 

CCPA: Cabinet Committee .on 
Political Affairs. 

CHEER: Children's Enrichment 
Experiment through Radio. 

CIS: Commonwealth of Inde¬ 
pendent States. 

CLASS: Computer Literacy and 
Studies in School. 

CSD: Commission on Sus¬ 
tainable Development. 

ECU: European Currency Unit. 

EMU: (European) Economic 
and Monetary Union. 

ERM: (European) Exchange 
Rate Mechanism. 

FCNR: Foreign Currency (non¬ 
resident) Accounts Scheme. 

FERA: Foreign Exchange 

Regulation Act. 

FU: Foreign Institutional Inves¬ 
tors. 

GSTP: Global System of Trade 
Preferences. 

ICDS: Integrated Child 

t)evelopment S^ice. 

IGF: India Growth Fund. 

DPR: Intellectual Property 
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Rights. 

IREP: Integrated Rural Eneigy 
Planning. 

ISC: Inter-State CoimcU. 

JMM: Jharkhand Mukti Mor- 

cha. 

JfPC: Joint Parliamentary Com¬ 
mittee. 

)PP: Jharkhand People's Party. 

JWG: Joint Working Group. 

LAG Line of Actual Control. 

LERMS: Liberalised Exchange 
Rate Management System. 

NAFTA: North America Free 
Trade Agreement. 

NAV: Net Asset Value. 

NPT: (Nuclear) Non-Prolifera¬ 
tion Treaty. 

NRBl: National Rural Bank of 
India. 

NRF: National Renewal Fund. 

NSE: National Stock Exchange. 

NSMS: National Stock Market 
System. 

OTCEI: Over the Counter Ex¬ 
change of India. 

PTA: Preferential Trading Ar¬ 
rangement. 

RAF: Rapid Action Force. 

RBI: Reserve Bank of India. 

RRB: Regional Rural Bank. 

SAPTA: SAARC Preferential 
IVading Agreement. 

SEBI: Securities and Exchange 
Board of India. 

SID Special Investigating Team. 

SSP: SardarSarover Project. 

TRIPS: Trade Related Intellec¬ 
tual Property Rights. 

TTF: Tourism Risk Force. 
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VRS: Voluntary Retirement 
Scheme. 

AWiSDS 

National Awards 
Arjuna Awards, 1990 

♦ Thirteen outstanding sports per¬ 
sons have been selected for the 1990 
Arjuna awards. These are; Deena 
Ram {Steeplechaser), Anupama Gok- 
hale {Chess), Jasbir Singh (JHackep), 
Leander Paes {Tennis), Hardeep 
Singh (JKabaddi), Bula Chaudhry 
{Swimming), Meherwan Daruwala 
{Squash), Manmeet Singh {Table Ten¬ 
nis), Dalel Singh {Volleyball), K. 
Chandra {Weightlifting), Kunjurani 
Devi {Weightlifting), Ombir Singh 
{Wrestling) and Pushpendra Garg 
{Yachtsman)^ 

The award carries a cash prize of 
Rs 20X100, a bronze statuette and a 
scroll of honour. 

Dronacharya Awards, 1990 

♦ Three Coaches—Ramakant 

Achrekar {Cricket), A. Ramana Rao 
{Volleyball) and Syed Naemuddin 
{Football) —have b«n chosen for the 
Dronacharya awards,' 1990. 

The award is given to Coaches 
for outstanding work, pn a constant 
basis in last th^ consecutive years. 
It carries a cash prize of Rs 40,000 
each. 

B.C. Roy Award, 1989 

♦ Dr Bomsi J. VVadia, obstetrician 
and g)maecoIogfst for his contribu¬ 
tion to family panning work among 
the rural and tribal population. 

Borlaug Award, 1987 and 1988 

♦ The 1987award has been given to 
Mr Deb Roy, conservator of foreste, 
Assam. 

The 1988 award has gone to Dr 
P.V. Shenoi, Special Secretary 
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(Agriculture). 

Dhanvantri Award, 1991 

♦ Internationally renowned 
neurologist. Dr Hddie P. Bharucha, 
for his outstanding contribution to 
the medical science, specially in the 
field on neurology. 

G.D. Birla Award, 1990 

♦ The second G.D. Birla Internation¬ 
al award for outstanding contribu¬ 
tion to Humanism has been given to 
Sir Hermann Bondi, President of the 
British Humanist Association. 

The award carries a prize of Rs 5 
lakh. 

Indian National Science 
Academy Awards, 1991 

Chandrasekhar Venkataraman 
Medal: Dr Ashesh Prosad Mitra, 
Director General, Council of Scien¬ 
tific and Industrial Research (CSIR). 

Shanli Sxvarup Bhatnagar Medal: 
Professor Bimal Kumar Bachawat, 
FNA, Head of the Department of 
Biochemistry, University of Delhi. 

C.V. Raman Research ProfessorsJup: 
Professor Govindarajan Pad- 
manaban of Department of 
Biochemistry, Indian Institute of 
Science, Bangalore. 

P.C. Mahalanohis Medal (1990): 
Profes.sor G.S. Sanyal, Executive 
Director, Science and Technology 
Entrepreneurs Park (STEP), IIT, 
Kharagpur. 

HJ. Bhabha Medal (1990): Dr P.K. 
Iyengar, Chairman, Atomic Energy 
Commission, Bombay. 

K.R. Ranwmthan Medal (1990): 
Professor P.R. Pisharoty, Emeritus 
Professor, Physical Research 
Laboratory, Ahmedabad. 

Professor Shyam Bahadur Saksetia 
Memorial Award: Professor H.Y. 
Mohan Ram, Department of Botany, 
University of Delhi. 

Indira Gandhi award for 
national integration, 1992 

♦ Paramdham Ashram, Paiiitat, 
Wardha (Maharashtra) has. been 
given the award for outstanding 
work in the cause of national integra¬ 
tion. 

The award consists of Rs 1,51,000 


in cash and a citation. 

Indira Gandhi Paryavaran 
Puruskar (Environment Award), 
1991 

# Noted industrialist Mr S.P. Godrej 
in recognition to the contribution in 
the field of environment. 

The award carries Rs one lakh in 
cash. 

In the category of organisations, 
the award has gone to Dasholi Gram 
Swarajya Mandal of Gopeshwar 
(Uttar lYadesh). 

Iqbal Samman, 1992 

♦ The prestigious Urdu literature 
award, for 1992 has been given to the 
Urdu poet Majrooh Sultanpuri. 

The award has been instituted by 
the government of Madhya Pradesh. 

Jamnalal Bajaj awards, 1992 

For outstanding contribution 
toivards the upliftment and welfare of 
women and children: Shalini Moghe, 
Director of Bal Niketan Sangh, In¬ 
dore, Madhya Pradesh. 

For outstanding contribution in the 
field of constructive work: Prof 
Thakurdas Bang Gopuri of Wardha, 
Maharashtra. 

For the application of science and 
technology for rural development: K. 
Vishawanathan, founder-director 
Mitraniketan Veilanad Trivandrum, 
Kerala. 

International award for promoting 
Gandhian values outside India: Dr 
Homer A. Jack of USA. 

Each award carries a citation, a 
trophy and Rs one lakh in cash or its 
equivalent in foreign exchange for 
the international award. 

Jnanpith Award, 1991 

# The 27th annual Bharatiya Jnan¬ 
pith Award, 1991 for contrilkition to 
Indian literature has been awarded to 
Mr Subhash Mukhopadhyaya, a Ben¬ 
gali writer. 

He is the fourth Bengali writer to 
get the award. The award carries Rs 2 
lakh in cash, a citation plaque and a 
bronze replica of Goddess Vagdevi. 

Kabir Samman, 1991 

♦ The Kabir Samman for excellence. 


outstanding creativity and dedica¬ 
tion in the field of Indian poetry, has 
been given to distinguished Marathi 
poet Govind Vinayak Karandikar. 

The award has been instituted by 
the government of Madhya Pradesh 
and carries a sum of Rs 1.5 lakh and a 
plaque of honour. 

Kalidas Samman, 1991-92 

♦ Renowned sculptor Somnath 
Hore of West Bengal, Veteran 
theatrist and script writer, Mrs Vijaya 
Mehta and eminent Kuchipudi ex¬ 
ponent, Guru Benipathi Chinna 
Sathyam have been awarded the 
prestigious Kalidas Samman. 

The award has been sponsored 
by the Madhya Pradesh Government 
and carries Rs one lakh in cash and a 
plaque. 

Konarak Samman, 1991 

♦ The first Konarak Samman has 
been conferred Jlo Mrs Subbulakshmi, 
the doyen of Carnatic classical music. 

The award, a national honour, 
has been constituted by the Orissa 
State Council of Culture. 

Lata Mangeshkar award, 1992 

♦ Two awards have been instituted 
in the name of Lata Mangeshkar. The 
award instituted by Government of 
Madhya Pradesh has been given to 
noted singer, Yesudas. Another 
award, instituted by the government 
of Maharashtra, to mark the 50 years 
of singing by Lata Mangeshkar has 
been given to classical singer, Manik 
Verma. 

Lai Bahadur Shastii Memorial 
Award, 1988 

For promoting Indian Cultural, 
ethical and moral, values abroad: Ram 
Lai Sachdev. 

For outstanding contribution to 
Agricultural Sciences: Dr V.R.P. Sinha, 
Director of Central Institute of 
Fisheries; Dr Ram Pratap Singh, 
Director of Extension, N.D. Univer¬ 
sity of Agriculture and Technology. 

For outstanding contribution to 
development: Dr S.Z. Qasim, who led 
the first Indian ejepedition to An¬ 
tarctica; Dr Pran P*yari Bhat, a senior 
scientist of National Biotechnology 
Centre. 
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Moortidevi award, 1991 

* The ninth Moortidevi award for 

1991 has been given to Dr I¥atibha 
Roy, an Oriya writer, for her reflective 
novel Yajmsetii. 

The award carries a citation pla¬ 
que, a statuette and a cheque or Rs 
51,000. 

Nehru Literacy Award, 1987 

♦ Noted scholar, author and Par¬ 
liamentarian, Prof N.G. Ranga for his 
contribution towards removal of il¬ 
literacy among the adult men and 
women of India. 

Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna award, 

1992 

# Grandmaster Viswanathan 
Anand is the first sportsperson to 
receive this prestigious award. 

The award carries a cash amount 
of Rs one lakh. 

R.D. Birla National Award, 1992 

# The Rameshwardas Birla Nation¬ 
al Award for outstanding research 
work done by an Indian scientist in 
medical and related fields has been 
given to Dr Madhav G. Deo, Chief of 
Cancer Research Institute at the Tata 
Memorial Centre. 

Republic Day Awards, 1992 

Bharat Ratna: Subhash Chandra 
Bose {posthumously), Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad (posthumously), J.R.D. 
Tata and Satyajit Ray. 

Padma Vibhushan: Ten prominent 
persons were honoured with Padma 
Vibhushan. They are: A.B. Vajpayee, 
senior leader of BJP; Swaran Singh, 
former external affairs minister; 
Aruna Asaf Ali, freedom fighter; V. 
Shantaram (posthumously), film 
producer and director; Govindbhai 
Shroff, educationist; K. Narayana 
Rao, poet; Pt Lakshman Shastri Joshi, 
philosophra'; Dr M.B. Mansoor, clas¬ 
sical musician; Ravi Narayan Reddy 
(posthumousty)-, and Dr S. Padmavati, 
cardiologist. 

Padma Bhushan: Thirty four per¬ 
sonalities werre honoured with 
Padma Bhushan. 'Prominent among , 
them were: Blm actor and director 
Girish Kamad, flutist Hari Prasad 
Chaiurasia, Dr Krishnaswamy Kas- 


turirangan (space technology), Mrs 
Mrinalini Sarabhai (dance), Naushad 
Ali (film music), Mrs Sonal Mansingh 
(dance), Talat Mehmood (Hindi him 
singer), Pt C.R. Vyas (vocal music). 
Prof Romila Thapar (history) and 
Bijoy Chandra Bhagwati (pnrbtic life). 

Padma Shri: Eighty six 
prominent persons were awarded 
Padma Shri. Prominent among them 
were: Former Ol 5 anpic hockqr cap¬ 
tain Ajit Pal Singh, mountaineer 
Hukam Singh, athlete Shriram Singh, 
former actress Jaya Bachchan, BBC 
representative in India Mark TuUy, 
Biren De (painting), Homi J. 
Talyarkhan (pubUc life). Intelligence 
Bureau chief M.K. Narayanan and 
Mrs Vidyabehn Shah (social work). 

Ashok Chakra: The President has 
awarded Ashok Chakra, the highest 
civilian gallantry award, to Capt San- 
deep Satrkhla, posthumously. 

Capt Sankhla, of 18 Dogra, laid 
down his life fighting militants in 
Jammu and Kashmir in August 1991. 

Shanti Swamp Bhatnagar 
awards, 1992 

For biological sciences: Dr 
Dipankar Chatterji of Clentre for Cel¬ 
lular and Molecular Biology, 
Hyderabad and Dr K. Dharmalin- 
gam of Madurai Kamaraj Urtiversity. 

For chemical sciences: Dr Sumit 
Bhaduri of Alchemie Research 
Centre, Thane and Dr S. Ramasesha 
of the Indian Institute of Science, Ban¬ 
galore. 

For earth, atmosphere, ocean and 
planetary sciences: Dr S.R. Shetye of 
Nation^ Institute of Oceanography, 
Goa. 

For engineering sciences: Dr V.S. 
Borkar of the Indian Institute of 
Science, Bangalore. 

For mathematics: Dr Maithiii 
Sharan of Indian Institute of Technol¬ 
ogy, New Delhi. 

For medicine: Dr N.K. Mehra of 
All India Institute of Medical Scien¬ 
ces, Nw Delhi and Dr U.N. Das of 
Nizam's Institute of Medical Scien¬ 
ces, Hyderabad.' 

For physical sciences: Dr S.R. 


Shenoy of University of Hyderabad 
and Vikram. Kumar of Solid State 
Physics Laboratory, New Delhi 

Saraswati^amm^ 1992 

# The prestigious Sarosawfi Samman 
has been conferred on eminent IBndi 
poet and Litterateur, Dr Harivansh 
Rai Bachchan for the fourth part of 
his autobiography Dashdtear Se Sopan 
Tak published in 1985. 

The award has been instituted by 
the K.K. Birla Foundation and carries 
a cash award of Rs 3 lakh and a cita¬ 
tion. 

Tansen Sanunan, 1992 

# Two Hindustani music stalwarts, 
Mr Ramrao Naik of Bangalore and 
Pandit Sharat Chandra Akolkar of 
Bombay share the award. 

Tansen Samman has been in¬ 
stituted by the government of Mad¬ 
hya Pradesh and carries a cash prize 
of Rs one lakh and a plaque. 

Tulsi Samman, 1991 

# The 1991 award has been given to 
Mr Balappa V. Hukkeri, Mr Balkrish- 
na Das and Mr Jhaduram Devangana 
for their contribution in promotion 
and development of tribal folk arts. 

The award has been instituted by 
the government of Madhya Pradesh. 

Vikram Sarabhai Award, 1990 

# The first Vikram Sarabhai award, 
instituted by the Indian Space Re¬ 
search Organisation (ISRO), has been 
given to Soviet academician V.A. 
Kotilnikov. 

The award will be presented 
once in two years in recognition of 
outstanding contributions, made by 
scientists in the world, to space re¬ 
search in developing countries. The 
award consists of a gold medal and a 
citation. 

'^as Samman, 1992 

# Noted Hindi writer and critic. Dr 
Ram Bilas Sharma, has been awanded 
the first Vyas Samman award for his 
book Bharat Ke Prachin Bhasha Parivar 
aur Hindi which was published in 
three volumes in 1991. 

The award has been instituted by 
the K.K. Birla Foundation and carries 
a cash award of Rs 1.50 lakh. 
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International Awards 
Nobel Prizes, 1992 

For Peace: Ms Rigoberta 
Menchu, Indian leader of Guatemala 
and human rights campaigner. 

For Literature: Derek Walcott, 
England-based West Indian author. 

For Economics: Gary S. Becker of 
the University of Chicago, USA. 

For Phifsics: Georges Charpak of 
France. 

For Chemistry: Prof Rudolph A. 
Marcus of California Institute of 
Technology, USA. 

For Medicine: TWo American bio¬ 
chemists, Edmund Fischer and 
Edwin Krebs, share the award. 

Jawaharial Nehru award for 
International Understanding, 

1992 

♦ Mrs Aruna Asaf Ali, veteran of the 
Satyagraha movement of 1932, Civil 
Disob^ience movement of 1941 and 
heroine of the Quit India movement 
of 1942 has been given this award. 

The award carries a cheque of Rs 
15 lakh and a citation. 

Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace 
and Disarmament 

♦ Rajiv Gandhi has been awarded 
the Indira Gandhi prize for peace and 
disarmament, posthumously, for his 
"outstanding and innovative con¬ 
tribution to the cause of nuclear dis¬ 
armament, global peace and 
economic devdopment". 

Indira Gandhi Award for 
International Justice and 
Harmony 

♦ The first Indira Gandhi award for 
international justice and harmony 
has been given to PLO chief Yasser 
Arafat. 

The award, comprising a sUver 
shield, is instituted by the Indian 
Council of World Affairs (ICWA). 

Ramon Magsaysay Awards, 1992 

For journalism, literature and crea¬ 
tive communication arts: Sitar maestro 
Ravi Shankar of India. 

For government service: 
Democracy leader Chamlong Srim- 
nang of Thailand. 


For community leadership: Shaik 
Sultan Khan of Palcistan. 

For international understanding: 
Washington Sycip of USA. 

Booker Prize, 1992 

# Sri Lanka-bom Canadian writer, 
Michael Ondaatje, shares the 1992 
Booker prize with Britain's Barry Un- 
sworth. While Ondaatje has been 
given the award for his book "The 
English Patient", Unsworth has got 
the award for his novel "Sacred 
Hunger". 

Simon Bolivar Prize, 1992 

# The 1992 International Simon 
Bolivar prize has been jointly won by 
Ms Aung San Suu K)d, leader of op¬ 
position in Myanmar, and the former 
Tanzanian President, Mr Julius 
Nyerere. 

The award has been instituted by 
UNESCO. 

United Nations Population 
award, 1992 

# Mr JRD Tata and the New York 
based Population Council share the 
UN Population award, 1992. 

Kalinga Prize, 1991 

# The 1991 Kalinga Prize has been 
shared by Dr N.K. Sehgal of the 
Department of Science and Technol¬ 
ogy and Dr R. Iftimovid of Romania. 
The award is given by UNESCO for 
exceptional contributions to science 
and technology. 

Soviet Land Nehru Award, 1990 

# Mother Teresa has been 
nominated for the 1990 Soviet Land 
Nehru award. 

The award carries Rs one lakh 
cash prize and invitation to visit the 
Soviet Union for a fortnight 

Film Awards 

Dada Saheb Phalke Award, 1992 

# Bhalchandra Govind Pendharkar, 
the veteran Marathi film personality. 
He has produced, directed and writ¬ 
ten over sixty Marathi and eight 
Hindi films in a career spanning over 
seventy years. 

National Film Awards, 1992 
Best Feature Film (Swama 
Kamal): Aganhdc (Bengali), directed 


by Satyajit Ray. The film is about a 
mysterious visitor who plants him¬ 
self in an affluent Bengal family 
thereby sparking off tei^ons of all 
kinds. 

Best Director Satyajit Ray for 
his film Agantuk. 

Best actor Mohanlal, the 
popular Malayalam dne-star, fi)r his 
role in Bharatham. 

Best actress: Moloya Goswami, 
the talented Assamese actress for her 
woric in Firingoti. 

Best supporting actor P.L. 
Narayana for his performance in Yag- 
nyam (Tamil). 

Best supporting actress: San- 
thadevi for her role in Yamanan 
(Malayalam). 

Best child artist: Santosh Reddy 
for his natural performance as the 
street smart kid in Bhadram Koduko 
(Telegu). 

Indira Gandhi Award for best 
first film of a director: Haladhar (As¬ 
samese) directed by Sanjeev 
Hazarika. 

Best playback singer: Male: K.J. 
Yesudas for the Malayalam film 
Bharatham. 

Female: Vani Jayaram for the 
Telegu film Swathi Kiranam. 

Best music director Rajat 
Dholakia for Hindi film Dharavi. 

Nargis Dutt Award for best film 
on national integration: Adi Miman- 
sa directed by A.K. Bir. 

Best film on family welfare: 
Durga directed by Basu Chatterp. 

Special Jury award: Soumitra 
Chatteijee who plays the lead role m 
fite Boigali film Antardhan. 

Regional films: Sarothi (As¬ 
samese), Antardhan (Bengali), 
Myaoora Mattige (Kannada), Kadavu 
(Malayalam), Thra (Oriya), Vanna 
Vanna Pookal (Tamil) and Bhadram 
Koduko (Telegu). 

Oscar Awards, 1992 
# The movie "The Silence of the 
Lambs", a film abdbf a psychopath 
killer, has swept all the major Qscais. 

The film won best acteess for 
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Jodie Foster, best actor for Anthony 
Hopkins, best director for Jonathan 
Denune and the best picture awards. 

Best picture: The Silence of the 
Lambs; Acton Anthony Hopkins, 
The SUoice of the Lambs; Actress: 
Jodie Foster, The Silence of the 
Lambs; Supporting Acton Jack 
Palance, City Slickers; Supporting 
Actress: Mercedes Ruehl,'nie Fisher 
King; Directon Jonathan Demme, 
The Silence of the Lambs; Ordinal 
screenplay: Callie Khouri, Thelma 
and Lc^se. 

Lifetime achievement award: 
Satyajit Ray. 

ROOKS 
Another Life 

# It is a semi-autobiographical 
single poem of more than 150 pages 
which celebrates life and ait in the 
Caribbean. It is written by Derek Wal¬ 
cott, winner of the 1992 Nobel prize 
for literature. 

Dream of Fair to Middling 
Women 

# This was the first novel by NobeU 
prize-winning playwright, Samuel 
Beckett written during the summer of 
1932, when he was just 26. But it was 
never published. Now, after nearly 60 
years it is to be published. 

The novel is the tale of a young 
man, his life and loves in Chiblin, 
Ireland and his travels in Europe. 

I, Rigoberta 

# This book has been written by Ms 
Rigoberta Menchu, winner or the 
1992 Nobel Peace Prize. In the book 
she describes the tortures inflicted by 
the military on her family and how 
villagers prepared against a feared 
military assault 

Omeros 

# Written by the 1992 Nobel Prize 
for litCTature winner, Derek Walcott, 
is a 323-page narrative which 
recreates Homer's epic in a Carib¬ 
bean setting. 

Rashtnpati Bhavan 

# Authored by Mr H.Y. Sharda 
Prasad, the book traces the Story of 
the Raahtrapati Bhamm from its cmgin. 
It describe in detail the various 
rooms and halls of the Rashtrapati \ 


Bhavan and also contains some inter¬ 
esting snippets on the life styles of its 
occupants from C. Rajagc^alachari 
onwards. 

Yajnasetti 

♦ Written by Dr Pratibha Roy, win¬ 
ner of the 1991 Moortidevi awa^, the 
novel is based on Draupdi, the Pan- 
dava queen. In Yajnasmi the author 
has tried to depict Draupdi in a 
modem context, mixing mythology 
with emotion, sociology and 
metaph)rsics. 

DAYS 

World Food Day 

* The World Food Day was ob¬ 
served on October 16,1992 It hdped 
focus global attention on the theme of 
"food and nutriition" for creating a 
well-fed world. It provided an oppor¬ 
tunity for stressing the importance of 
nutrition education and information. 

World Tourism Day 

# The World Tourism Day was 
celebrated on September 27, 1992. 
The theme was: "Tourism— A path 
towards social and economic mira¬ 
tion of contin^its, an avenue of dis¬ 
covery between people." 

World No-Tobacco Day 

# The World Health Organisation 
(WHO) had declared May 31 as "No 
Tobacco Day" to highlight the in¬ 
jurious effects of tobacco. 

Sadbhavana Diwas 

♦ Ai^st 20, 1992, the birthday of 
Mr Rajiv Gandhi, late Prime Minister 
of India, was observed as Sadbhavana 
Diwas. The objective of this was to 
promote harmony among people of 
all religions, languages arid States; to 
encourage goodwill towards 
everyone and to eschew violence. 

DEFENCE 

'Agni' test successful for second 
time 

# India reaffirmed her perfection in 
the Intermediate Range mllistic Mis¬ 
sile Technology, when the surfece-to- 
surface missile, Agni, was 
successfully test-fli^ for tlw second 
time from the Interim Test Range 
(ITR) at Chand4>ur-on-Sea on May 
29,1992 

The missile is about 21 metres in 


length, has a take-off weight of 16 
tonnes and a payksad capacity of one 
toime. The range of Agni is 2^500 km. 

'Piithvi' launched successfully 

# India's indigenous surface-to-sur- 
fece missile, ‘Prithvi' was suoressful- 
ly test launched ftom the Interim Test 
Range (HR) on August 29,1992. The 
launch marked yet another milestone 
in India's progress towards achiev¬ 
ing self-siuficiency in this cruciai 
hi^-tech area. 

This was the ninth launching of 
the missile, the third from the HR. It 
was last launched just eleven da)rs 
earlier on August 18,1992. 

With its short reaction time, su¬ 
personic speed and ruggedness (it 
can be towed close to the frontlines 
over any kind of terrain) and adap¬ 
tability (it can take a variety of large 
payloads), Prithvi will go a long way 
in strengthening the Army's 
capability. 

Missile launch vehicle developed 

# Indian defence scientists have 
developed a state-of-art armoured 
combat vehicle that will car^ and 
launch the deadly missiles, Irtsliu/, 
Akaksh and Nag. 

Named Sarath, this Infantry 
Combat Vehicle (IC^ has been in- 
novatively modified by scientists at 
the Avadi-based Combat Vehicles Re¬ 
search and Development Estab¬ 
lishment (CVRDE) to suit the new 
generation missile systems that are to 
inducted into the armed forces in 
the next few years. 

Sarath is basically a Russian- 
designed BMP-2 track^ ICV being 
produced under technology transfn 
at the ordnance factory in Medak dis¬ 
trict of Andhra Prade^.. 

ALH test-flight successful 

# The first prototype of the Ad¬ 
vanced Light Helicopter (ALH), 
developed by the Hindustan 
Aeroiuiutics Limited (HAL) was offi¬ 
cially test-flown successfully on 
August 30,1992. The Vice- President, 
Mr K.R. Narayanan dedicated the 
ALH to the nation. 

The twin-engined ALH, pei> 
ceived as the lightest helicopter in the 
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world, can seat upto fourteen per¬ 
sons, including two crew. The four- 
tonne prototype is capable of 
achieving a sp^ of 330 kmph and is 
designed for multi-role applications 
in both defence and civil opwrations. 
The ALH has been developed in col¬ 
laboration with Eurocopter, formerly 
MBB of West Germany. 

Pilotless target aircraft 

♦ Pilotless target aircraft Lakshya 
will soon be offered to the Army, 
Navy and Air Force for their evalua¬ 
tion prior to induction. 

Three successful flights of the in¬ 
digenously developed Lakshya were 
carried out by the Defence Research 
and Development Organisation at 
the InttTim test range, Chandipore, 
on September 16,17 and 21,1992. 

iMkshya has been designed as a 
practice target system for live firing 
of guns and missiles. 

At present, the Indian Air Force 
uses pilotless target aircraft, Chukor, 
of American company Northrop. 

Sixth Command of Indian Army 

♦ The Indian Army has entered a 
new era with the raising of the Army 
Training Command (ARTRAC) at 
Mhow. With the launching of the new 
Sixth Command, the Indian Army is 
preparing itself to keep pace with the 
fast-changing global scenario. 

The ARTRAC is envisaged to 
help the Army in maximising their 
training effectiveness for the chal¬ 
lenging tasks in the hi-tech world, 
and to be better prepared for complex 
battle field situations in futuristic 
conflict scenarios. 

INS Shalki—First indigenously 
built submarine—^launched 

♦ The first indigenously-built sub¬ 
marine, INS Shalki, was commis¬ 
sioned by Defence Minister, Sharad 
Pawar, at Indian Naval Dockyard, 
Bombay on February 7,1992. 

INS Shalki, has been constructed 
at Mazagaon Docks in collaboration 
with the submarine builder HDW 
(Germany). It is based on design 
provided by IKL (Germany). It is the 
third submarine of SK (Submarine 
Killers) class. The other two being 


INS Shishumar and INS Shankush 
(both made in Germany). 

Naval air unit opens 

# The Indian Navy made a quantum 
jump in anti-submarine warfare and 
long range surveillance on March II, 
1992 when the naval air station INS 
Rajali at Arakkonam near Madras be¬ 
came operational. 

The naval air station has been 
named after Rajali, a bird of the eagle 
family. Equipped with advanced 
landing and communication sys¬ 
tems, the base will be operational 
round the clock. 

The decision to set up the base at 
Arakkonam was taken for two 
strategic reasons—for policing the 
east coast and to avoid the risk of 
basing all naval air units at Goa. 

EXPEPmONS 

Indian expedition to Everest 

# The Indian flag once again flut¬ 
tered atop the world's highest peak, 
after eight years, as three membCTS of 
the Indo-Tibetan Border Police sum- 
mitted the 8848 metre Mount Everest 
on May 10, 1992. Sunil Sharma, 29, 
Kanhaiya Lai, 42 and Prem Singh, 27 
of ITBP reached the top after a gruell¬ 
ing, eleven-and-a-half hour, climb. 

On May 12, 1992 three more 
members of the Indian team scaled 
the peak. 

The successful Indians were Mr 
Dipak Lokjung, Havildar; Ms San- 
tosh Yadav, inspector, and Mr Mohan 
Singh, sub-inspector, alongwith two 
Nepali helpers—^Sange Muduk and 
Wangchuk Sherpa. 

11th Antarctic Expedition 

# M.V. Thuleland, a ship belonging 
to a private Swedish company, car¬ 
ried the 11 th Indian expedition to the 
Antarctica. The 98-member team left 
Goa on November 27,1991. 

The expedition is headed by Dr 
Sharadendu Mukherjee, a well- 
known geologist from the Geological 
Survey of India. He has already been 
there twice in 1985 and 1989. 

In many ways, the 11th An¬ 
tarctica expedition is a special one. It 
includes an artist and a social scien¬ 
tist for the first time. 


Dr S.K. Chattopadhyay, a scien¬ 
tist from the Zoological Siuvey of 
India, is planning to study bird be¬ 
haviour in the Antarctica. Hie G.S.I.- 
is also planning to try out an innova¬ 
tive ice-coat drilling method for 
geological sampling. Mr Kaliram 
from Dehra Dun will tiy to set up a 
direct telephonic contact between 
India and the Antarctica through the 
use of high-frequenicy waves. 

N.rENERGY 

Kakarpar N-unit goes 'critical' 

♦ The Kakarpar Nuclear Power 
Plant's 235 MW unit one went "criti¬ 
cal" on September 3, 1992, setting 
into motion the process of generating 
power from the plant which is lo¬ 
cated near Surat in Gujarat. 

"Criticality" means the start of 
the chain reaction within uranium 
fuel assembly which in turn 
generates heat. A primary circuit of 
heavy water then transports the heat 
into a secondary light water circuit to 
generate steam to turn the turbines to 
produce electricity. 

The Nuclear Power Corporation 
completed the Kakarpar power 
proj^ within eight years of start of 
work. 

Kakarpar is the fifth N-power 
plant to be set up by the Department 
of Atomic Energy. The other N-power 
plants are situated in Tarapur 
(Gurajat), Kota (Rajasthan), Kalpak- 
kam (Tamil Nadu) and Narora (UP). 

France testing new enrichment 
process 

* France has announced it has 
developed a new technology for en¬ 
riching uranium that will cut nuclear 
fuel price by more than half and 
render existing enrichment tech¬ 
nologies obsolete by 1996. 

Describing it as the "2l8t century 
enrichment process", the French 
Atomic Energy Commission (CEA) 
said it is preparing to set up a full 
scale demonstration plant by 1995 
and a commercial facility before the 
endofl999. 

IWcy-thirds of world's enriched 
uranium today comes from gaseous dif¬ 
fusion plants and the rest from gas 
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oottrifiige facilities. These i^ts aie 
expensive to build and consume a lot 
of power. 

The new process called Silva 
(atomic vapour laser isotope separa¬ 
tion) consumes one-tenth the power 
required for die diffusion process. It 
uses a combination of high power 
lasers and electro-magnetic fields to 
separate the fissile (uranium-235) 
from natural uranium. 

While the principle of the 
process may be well-known, the 
technology is complex enough to 
prevent nuclear proliferation. 
France took about 10 years to 
develop this technology. 

Enrichment is a multi-million 
dollar business and France is confi¬ 
dent of playing a leadership role 
beginning next century by producing 
cheap fuel using the Silva process. 

S)mchn>tron radiation facility 

# India will become a key member 
of an exclusive 15-nation club when 
its first synchrotron radiatiofi 
facility, INDUS-1, an advanced 
nuclear particle accelerator, is com¬ 
missioned by 1992 end at the Centre 
for Advanced Technology (CAT), 
Indore. 

A more powerful version of the 
accelerator, INDUS-2, also being built 
indigenously, will be commissioned 
in 1^6. Twenty-six such facilities are 
in operation in developed countries, 
including the US, UK, Japan, France, 
Cjermany, Sweden and Russia, while 
17 more are under construction in 
Brazil, China, Taiwan and South 
Korea and 10 more are being 
planned. 

Particle accelerators have many 
important applications. The high 
energy particle beams are an effec¬ 
tive probe for unravelling the inner¬ 
most structure of the matter and the 
forces that govern its behaviour. 
These accelerators are also used 
widely in industry for treatment of 
materials, welding, drilling of 
refractory metals and etching of 
microchips in the production of in¬ 
tegrated circuits. 


PERSONS 

Asaf All, Mrs Aiuna 

# Mrs Aruna Asaf Ali, veteran of the 
Satyagraha movement of 1932 and 
heroine of the C2uit India movement 
of 1942, has been honoured with the 
Jawaharlal Nehru award for Interna¬ 
tional understanding, 1991. 

She played a significant role in 
promoting people to people contacts 
in post-Independen(£ India. She also 
took an active part in the Afro-Asian 
solidarity movement. 

Becker; Gary S. 

* He is the winner of the 1992 Nobel 
economics prize for extending 
economic analysis to a wide range of 
human behaviour. 

Brandt, Willy 

♦ He was the former Chancellor of 
West Germany who won the 1971 
Nobel Peace Prize for helping east- 
west relations thaw during the Cold 
War. He died on October 9,1992 at the 
age of 78. 

Charpak, Georges 

# Georges Charpak of France has 
won the Nobel Physics Prize for 1992 
for his invention and development of 
detectors in high energy physics. 

Clinton, Bill 

♦ Bill Clinton has been elected as the 
42nd President of USA. He belongs to 
the Democratic Party. Bom dirt-poor 
in the tiny town of Hope, Arkansas, 
he overcame extra-ordinary odds 
and obstacles to reach this position. 

Fischei; Edmund 

♦ He shares the Nobel medicine 

g rize with fellow American Edwin 
rebs. They were honoured for their 
discoveries concerning reversible 
protein phosphorylation as a biologi¬ 
cal regulatory mechanism. The 
medianism is resptinsible for regula¬ 
tion of processes as diverse as 
mobilisation of glucose from 
glycogen, prevention of transplant 
rejection by cyclosprin and develop¬ 
ment of a cancer from like chronic 
myeloic leukemia. 

Ghali, Boutros Boutros 

* Mr Boutros Boutros-Ghali, 
Deputy Prime Minister of Egypt, has 
become the first Afro-Arab to become 


the Secr^aiy-General of the United 
Nations. 

69-year-oId Mr Ghali becomes 
the sixth chief of the 46-year-old 
world body. 

Gokak, Dr Vinayak Krishna 

# Dr \rmayak Krishna Gokak, the 
giant of the Kannada literary world, 
died on April 29,1992 at the age of 82. 

He was a harbinger of revolu¬ 
tionary change in modem Kannada 
poetry and is widely acclaimed for 
injecting freshness and unorthodoxy 
in style. 

In 1990 he was awarded the Jnan- 
pith award. 

Hidayatullah, Mohammad 

# Former Vice-President of India, 
Mr Hidayatullah died on September 
18,1992. He was 87. 

He had the distinction of becom¬ 
ing the youngest government 
pleader in the country in 1942, the 
youngest Advocate-General in 1943, 
the youngest Chief Justice of High 
Court in 1954 and the youngest Judge 
of the Supreme Court in 1958. In 1968 
he became the Chief Justice of India. 

Kanan Devi 

# The legend of Bengali screen, 
Kanan Devi, died on July 18,1992 at 
the age of 76. She was the first lady 
superstar of the Indian cinema. Her 
tirst movie was foydev, made in the 
silent era of 1926. She was just ten 
years old at that time. Joy Bharat, 
made in 1931, was her first talkie. 

Krebs, Edwin 

See under Fischer, Edmund. 
Kumar Gandharva 

# Noted musician Kumar Gandhar¬ 
va died on January 12,1992. He was 
67. 

Kumar' Gandharva had a 
penchant for creating new ragas, 
based on folk music. He was always 
an innovator, making his own path 
without blindly following the b^ten 
track in the name of sticking to tradi- 
I tion. 

^ Mansui; Mallikaijun 

# Noted Hindustani classical music 
(vocal) maestro. Dr Mallikarjun Man- 
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sur died on September 12 ,1992 at the 
age of 82. 

Dr Mansur occupied a rare place 
in the world of classical music having 
combined the skills of two great 
schools of music—the Gwalior and 
Atrauli'Jaipur gharams. In the latter 
he was, perhaps, the only exponent 
among his contemporaries. 

Marcus, Rudolph A. 

# Prof Marcus of Califorrua Institute 
of Technology, LBA has won the 1992 
Nobel Chemistry Prize for his con¬ 
tribution to the theory of electron 
transfer reactions in chemical system. 

Menchu, Rigoberta 

# Ms Rigoberta Menchu is the ninth 
woman to win the Nobel peace prize. 
She is the leader of Indians ih 
Guatemala and a hutrum rights cam¬ 
paigner. She has been a key spokes¬ 
woman for the struggle for 
indigenous rights. 

Mukhopadhyaya, Subhash 

# Subhash Mukhopadhyaya, an 
eminent Bengali writer, is the wirmer 
of the 1991 Bharatiya Jnanpith award. 
In 1962 he received Sahitya Akademi 
award for Jato Durei fai, a collection of 
poems. His first novel Hungrus was 
published in 1973. His other major 
works were; Kal Madhumas (1%9), Ei 
Bhai (1971) and Challe Gachhe Bone 
(1972). 

One of his recent collections, Ja Re 
Kagazer Nauka (1989) speaks of his 
continued creativity and vision. 

Narayanan, ICR. 

# Mr Kocheril Raman Narayanan 
has been elected as the 10th Vice- 
President of India. 

He was inducted into the Indian 
foreign service by Jawaharlal Nehru. 
As a career diplomat he combined 
prof^ional diplomacy with scholas¬ 
tic pursuits. He also had a brief stint 
with journalism. 

Patii, Shivraj 

# Shivraj Patii has been elected as 
the Speaker of the 10th Lok Sabha. 
Soft-spoken, Mr Patii has earned 
the respect of fellow members for 
his complete impartiality as 
Deputy Speaker of the 9th Lok 
Sabha. 


Pendharkai; B.G. 

# Bhalchandra Govind Pendharkar, 
the veteran Marathi film personali^, 
has been honoured with the Dada 
Saheb Phalke award, 1992. 

He was bom on May 3,1898 in 
Kolhapur in Mahar^tra. In 1920 he 
joined the film industry as writer- 
director and has been actively as¬ 
sociated with production of films, 
since then. 

Rao, P.V. Narasimha 

# A veteran statesman, Mr 
Pamulaparti Venkata Narasimha Rao 
is the ninth Prime Minister of India 
and the first from South India. 

Popularly known as TV', the 71- 
year-old Mr Rao is the seniormost 
member of the Congress Working 
Conunittee who brings to his new 
position a wealth of experience as a 
scholar, lawyer, journalist, linguist 
and a successful administrator. 

Ray, Satyajit 

# The great film director, Mr Satyajit 
Ray, di^ on April 23, 1^2 afto a 
prolonged illness. 

He was bom on May 2,1921 in 
Calcutta. He began his career as a 
Junior visualiser at the British-owned 
advertising agency, D.J. Keymer, in 
April 1943 for Rs 8() per month. 

His first film. Father Panchali 
(1955), based on famous novel by Bib- 
huti Bhushan Bandyopadhyay, 
brought him instant fame with the 
President's (Sold Medal. 

Roy, Dr Pratibha 

# She is the winner of the 1991 
Moortidevi award. She writes in 
Oriya. She has a doctorate in educa¬ 
tional psychology. One of her noveb, 
Apamjtta, has l^n filmed and also 
won an award for the story. 

Shankai; Pandit Ravi 

# Pandit Ravi Shankar, the great 
master of the sitar, has been chosen 
for the 1992 Magsaysay award for 
journalism, literature and creative 
communication arts. 

He was initiated into the world of 
arts by his eider brother, Uday 
Shankar. As a liiember of Uday 
Shankar's troupe he emerged as a 


popular solo dancer and a player oi 
the sitar. 

Sharma, Justice Lalit Mohan 

# He is the new Chief Justice of 
India. He was bom on Febmary 22, 
1928 in a lawyers' family. His {Eter¬ 
nal and maternal grandfathers were 
eminent lawyers. His father was At¬ 
torney C^neral of India from 1979 to 
1983. 

In the domain of law. Justice 
Sharma is a respected name. Besides 
being an expert on the Constitutional 
and Civil Law, he is known for his 
deep humaimess and honesty of con¬ 
viction. 

Sharma, Dr Shankar Dayal 

# Dr Shankar Dayal Sharma has 
been elected as the ninth President of 
India. During an active public career, 
spanning half a century, he has 
earned himself epithets of ex¬ 
perienced administrator, seasoned 
politician and learned scholar. 

He was bom in 1918 in Bhopal. 
He had a brilliant academic career 
right from his college days. Political¬ 
ly conscious from his student days in 
Lucknow, he joined the freedom 
movement and took part in Quit 
India movement. 

Tata,J.R.D. 

# Jehangir Ratanji Dadabhoy Tata is 
the recipient of Bharat Ratna award 
f6rl9«2. 

He was the first in India to 
qualify as a pilot and was granted 
pilot licence serial No. 1 in March 
1929. He was founder of Air India 
which was taken-over by the govern¬ 
ment after nationalisation. 

Walcott, Demk 

# He is the winner of the 1992 Nobel 
literature prize. He was bom in 1930 
at St Lucia, the former British Colony, 
north of Trinidad. That was the time 
when the place boast of too many 
luxuries. It didn't even have a 
publishing house. 

He got his first collection of 
poems published by borrowing 
money from hil" widowed mother 
who was a poor woman. To make 
money back he hawked his work 
around town. 
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PLACES 

Barcelona 

# Barcelona was the vaiue of the 
25th Modem Olyn^ics. 

\^nth a population of 1.8 million, 
it is the second lai^gest dty of Spain 
'and the Capital of die autonomous 
community of Catalonia. 

Barcelona has over 1300 sports 
focilities, and 2,000 sporting bocUes. 
The oldest and most popular club is 
the Barcelona Footb^ Club whi^ 
was founded in 1897.. A city reputed 
for its organisational abilities, Bar¬ 
celona has hosted numerous interna* 
tional competitions. 

Ciskci 

# The Ciskei black homeland of 
South Africa was in the news when 
on Septonber 7, 1992 die Cidceian 
security forces shot and killed at least 
23 African National Congress (ANC) 
supporters who were attempting to 
mandi on the nominally inde^ndent 
South African homeland's capital, 
Bisho. 

The bloodbath threatened' to 
plunge South Africa into a major 
crisis and block efforts to revive 
stalled talks between the ANC and 
the white government on ending 
apartheid. 

Jakarta 

# Jakarta is capital of Indonesia. It 
was in the news recently for being 
host to the tenth non-dignment sum¬ 
mit which opened on September 1, 
1992. 

Khajjiar 

# The fascinating tourist spot of 
Khajjiar in Chamba district of 
Himachal Pradesh, came on the 
world tourist map on July 8, 1992 
with its christening as 'mini 
Switzerland'. 

Mozambique 

# For last sixteen years Mozambi¬ 
que was plaraed oy dvit war. On 
October 4, 19% the ^vemmdit (rf 
President Joaouim Cl&sano and the 
rebel Mozamoican National Resis¬ 
tance Movemrat (RENANO) allied 
a peac6 agreement dedazing an end 
to flirting that had tom the countiy 
apart dnoe independehee fo 1^, 
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Mozambique is the old Por¬ 
tuguese East Africa. The Mozambi¬ 
que channel of the Indian ocean 
Iwunds it in tiie east The majority of 
the population belongs to the Bantu 
tribe. The economy is based on 
agriculture. 

Maputo is the capital of Mozam¬ 
bique. 

Somalia 

# A bloody dvil war has ripped 
apart this African country and Im it 
in violent anarchy, pitting clan 
against dan. Now, the country is in 
the grip of a devastating famine 
which is partly man-made. The 
himine has left people literally starv¬ 
ing along roadsides. Thousands are 
d^ng each day from starvation and 
hunger-related problems. 

In Somalia's societal structure of 
clans and sub-dans, most of the land, 
tiie crops and even tiie water rights 
and private wells are under the tradi¬ 
tional control of the most powerful 
clans at the expense of the smaller, 
weaker ones. 

The dvil war, and subsequent 
clan inflating for dominance; dis¬ 
rupted the countiys agriculturally 
productive areas. In areas around tiie 
town of Baidao, separate armies have 
moved through on at least six dif¬ 
ferent occasions, each time looting 
food and livestock from the peasants. 
The fighting also has forced a mas¬ 
sive n^ation from a coimtryside. 
And on top of that, a rainfiill shortage 
in 1991 and this year has com¬ 
pounded the problem. 

VirBhumi 

♦ The Samadhi of former Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi has been 
named Vir Bkumi. 


mmR 

NPTC Kiiamed 

# The National Powo’Transmisdon 
Corporation (NPTC), which plans to 
spend Rs 8>000 crore in the Ei^tii 
nui to kundt many new projects, 
has chrmged its ruune to Power Grid 
Corporation of India Ltd (Power 

'^e name, has been changed 
keephig ,in view the organisation's 


objectives of establishing and oparat- 
ing regional and national Power 
gri^. 

Besides transferrii^ power with 
reliability, security and economy, the 
organisation aims at augmenting 
regional and national load despatch' 
centres and communication facilities. 

The fimnation of Power Grid will 
help in accelerating the restructuring 
of foe power sector in India. 

EBQIECI& 

'Project ElephanP launched 

# The Centre has launched a muUi- 
crore rupee country-wide 
programme for protection and con¬ 
servation of foe dephant—foe much¬ 
loved uumal, celebrated in popukr 
folklore. 

A sum of Rs 83 lakh has already 
been released to the States under the 
programme and a few crore Rupees 
more are expected to be disbursed 
during the 1992-93 financial year. * 

The ten salient features of 'project 
elqihant' are: 

—^protection of all the viable popula¬ 
tions and their habitats, 

—^providing corridors linking dif¬ 
ferent parts of the composite 
elephant range, 

—improving the quality of life of foe 
people living in the fringe areas 
through appropriate eco-develop- 
ment programmes so that their de¬ 
pendence on forests is minimised, 

—eradication of weeds like mikmin 
and lantana and augmenting foe 
number of fodder trees throu^ ap¬ 
propriate pkntation programmes, 

—mitigating the problems being 
caus^ by the isolated populations 
of elephants to the local people, 

—compensating people for loss of 
life and property caused by foe 
elephants, 

—strengtiiening of anti-poaching hi- 
frastructure, 

—improved veterinary care and im¬ 
munisation of domestic Uve-stock 
against communicable diseases, 

—^restoring the feeling of compassion 
towards elephants through educa¬ 
tion campaign and extension 
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programmes, and 

—scientific research on various 
aspects of management of 
elephants and their haoitats. 

Koel Karo hydroelectric project 
cleared 

♦ The government has cleared the 
Koel Karo hydroelectric project in 
Bihar which has been hanging fire for 
nearly a decade. 

The project, expected to be com¬ 
pleted in eight years, has a capacity of 
710 MW. It will have four units of 
172.5 MW capacity each totalling 690 
MW. It will also have an additional 
power house containing a single unit 
of 20 MW. 

Gandhar power project cleared 

♦ The Government has ap- 

£ roved the setting up of the 650 
IW Gandhar gas-based power 
project Stage 1 in Gujarat. It is 
estimated to cost Rs 1860.11 
crore. 

The project, to be located in 
Bharuch district of Gujarat, will be 
implemented with Japanese assis¬ 
tance. 

Dulhasti project to be 
commissioned in record time 

♦ The Rs 1,263 crore, 390-MW, Dul- 
hasti hydroelectric power project, un- 
dertaken by the National 
Hydro-electric Power Corporation 
(NHPC) is expected to go on stream 
in a record period of less than five 
years. 

The entire project, due to be 
commissioned by July, 1994, will 
be underground except for the 65- 
metre high dam and transmission 
wires jutting out of the hill-side. 

Dhauliganga hydroelectric 
project approved 

# The Economic Affairs Commit¬ 
tee of the Union Cabinet has cleared 
the Rs 600-crore, 280 MW, 
Dhauliganga hydroelectric project 
in Uttar Pradesh. The entire project 
will be executed with indigenous 
resources without any foreign tie- 
up. 

The project is located on 
Dhauliganga river, which is a 
tributary of Kali river. 


Parvati Valley hydro-electric 
project 

# The first inter-State hydel power 
project of India is being set up in 
Himachal Pradesh. Gujarat, Rajas¬ 
than, Haryana and Delhi have joined 
hands with Himachal Pradesh to set 
up the project. 

The 2051 MW project will be built 
near Kullu on Parvati river, a 
tributary of Beas. It will be built in 
three stages of 750 MW, 800 MW and 
501 MW. It is expected to be com¬ 
pleted in seven years and will cost Rs 
5000 crore. 

Rajasthan would have equity 
participation of 40 per cent followed 
by Haryana 25 per cent, Gujarat and 
Delhi 15 per cent each and Himachal 
Pradesh 5 per cent. Himachal 
Pradesh would get 12 per cent power 
free and five per cent of the remain¬ 
ing power at die generation cost. The 
other States would get power in 
proportion to their investment. 

Ocean energy power plant 

# A 100-mw offshore power plant, 
the first in the country to use Ocean 
Thermal Eneigy Conversion (OTEC) 
technology, is planned to be built off 
the east coast of Tamil Nadu. The 
project, estimated to cost $250 mil¬ 
lion, has been approved in principle 
by the Centre. 

The project will be set-up with 
help of the Sea Solar Power Inc of 
USA. It will initially set-up a 25 mw 
plant and then scale it up to 100 mw. 

Apart from power, the project 
will also produce potable water 
which could be distributed through 
the public water supply system. 

Visakhapatnam Steel Plant 

# Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha 

Rao, on August 1,1992, dedicated the 
three-million tonne Visakhapatnam 
Steel Plant (VSP), the first integrated 
shore-based proj^ in the country, to 
the nation. I 1 

VSP is a highly sophisticated 
plant which has a capacity to produce 
3 million tonnes of hot metal without 
any further investment. However, for 
the conversion of the hot metal into 
crude steel, an investment of Rs 1800 


crore will be necessary. 

The prestigious project has been 
implemented with the technical and 
financial help of the erstwhile Smriet 
Union. 


INSAT-2A launched 

* The first India-made INSAT satel¬ 
lite, INSAT-2A, was launched from 
Guiana Space Centre, Kourou by 
Europe's most powerful rocket, 
Ariane-4, on July 10,1992.* 

INSAT-2A was the 8tst satellite 
and the third Indian satellite to be 
launched by Ariane. India's ex¬ 
perimental communications satellite 
APPLE was launched by Ariane in 
1981 and INSAT-IC in 1988. 

The successful launch and sub¬ 
sequent operationalisation of INSAT- 
2A marks India's transition from an 
era of procured satellites to one of 
home-made satellites. 

The INSAT-2A is unique in 
several ways. Totally Indian 
designed and assembled, INSAT-2A, 
in its nine years of operation, will 
have one-and-half times the opera¬ 
tional capacity of the INSAT 1 satel¬ 
lites. 

INSAT-2A had a lift-off waght of 
two tonnes, of which 998 kg was fuel. 
About 750 kg was bumtup in the first 
two weeks following launch during 
the complex manoeuvres to get the 
satellite into its geo-stationary orbit. 
The remaining foel will be u^ for 
periodic "house-keeping operea- 
tions" taken up in subsequent years 
to maintain its orbit and altitude. 

ASLV blasts off into space 

# India accomplished another 
landmark in space technology with 
the successful launch of its Aug¬ 
mented Satellite Launch Vehicle 
(ASLV), on May 20, 1992 which 
placed a SROSS satellite in a 450 km 
orbit. 

The third successful develop¬ 
mental flight of ASLV came after two 
failures of two rockets in the same 
series. The first launch on March 24, 
1987, was abortive as the first stage 
motor failed to ignite. The second 
flight on July 13, 1988, failed 150 
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seconds after launch following 
failure of control systems. 

The ASLV was designed and 
built at the ^kram Sarabhai Space 
Centre in Thiruvananthapuram, 
India's lead centre for launch 
vehicles. 

SROSS Satellite: The in¬ 
digenous upper atmosphere and 
space research programmes got a 
boost with the successful deploy¬ 
ment of the 106-kg SROSS (Stretch^ 
Rohini Series) satellite by the Aug¬ 
mented Satellite Launch Vehicle 
(ASLV). 

The satellite, the heaviest to be 
launched from Indian soil, has two 
important payloads—a retarding 
potential analyser built at the Nation¬ 
al Physical Laboratory (NPL), New 
Delhi, to study the ionosphere and a 
Gamma Ray Burst (GRB) detector, 
designed and fabricated at the Indian 
Space Research Organisation (ISRO), 
Bangalore, to analyse solar activity in 
the atmosphere. 

A $ 370 m space rescue mission 

♦ Shuttle Endeavour landed in the 
California desert with seven 
astronauts on May 17,1992 ending a 
triumphant spacewalking mission in 
which three men caught a massive 
satellite by hand. 

In a last-ditch effort three space 
shuttle astronauts reached up with 
hands and caught a 4-tonne, slowly 
spinning, satellite in a risky effort to 
save the craft. It was the first three- 
man spacewalk ever. Success had 
eluded Endeavour’s seven-member 
crew on two previous days. 

The three astronauts surrounded 
the satellite like three legs of a tripod. 
The operation required extraordi¬ 
nary delicacy. Any jarring motion 
could have caused the fuel inside the 
satellite to start it rocking. 

Neither the United States nor 
Russia has ever had three phople out¬ 
side a ship in space at one time. 
Astronauts have captured satellites 
by hand all three times they have 
tried—twice in 1984 and once in 1985. 
Two of those craft were brought back 
to earth. The other was rewired and 
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boosted to higher altitude. 

European satellite deployed by 
Atlantis 

# Astronauts aboard the US space 
shuttle Atlantis deployed a unique 
reusable European space agency 
satellite on August 2, 1992. Swiss 
Astronaut Claude Nicollier released 
the $ 426 million satellite from the 
shuttle's long robot arm towards an 
orbit about 430 km above the earth. 

The European retrievable carrier, 
Eureca, will stay in space for nine 
months and 15 onboaid instruments 
I would conduct some 50 experiments. 
Scientists will study the results after a 

1993 shuttle flight retrieves the satel¬ 
lite and returns it to earth. 

The experiments will exploit the 
absence of gravity to manufacture al¬ 
loys and computer chips and also to 
cultivate protein crystals for ad¬ 
vanced drug design. 

SUMMIT 

Global summit on population in 

1994 

* The forthcoming global summit 
on population, sponsored by the UN, 
is likely to focus on preventing 
migration of people from poorer na¬ 
tions to industrialised countries. The 
conference will be held in Cairo, 
Egypt from September 5 to 13,1994. 

The conference, which will at¬ 
tempt to find a balance between 
population, environment and 
economic development, will be the 
third one to be organised by the UN. 
It will cover five themes: population 
and environment, population and 
government policies, women and 
population dynamics, family plan¬ 
ning programmes and health issues, 
and population growth and struc¬ 
ture. 

UN 

New Members 

♦ On March 2,1992 nine members, 
including San Marino and eight 
republics of the former Soviet Union 
were admitted, thus raising its mem¬ 
bership to 175. 

The eight republics are: Mol¬ 
dova, Kirgistan, i^umenia, Tajikistan, 
Uzbekistan, Kazakhistan, Azerbaijan 
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and Turkmenistan. 

The former Yugoslav republics of 
Bdsnia-Herzegovina, Croatia and 
Slovenia were admitted to the United 
Nations, raising its membership to 
178. 

Georgia was admitted to the UN 
as the 179th member of the world 
oiganisation. 

Yugoslavia expelled from UN 

♦ The United Nations General As¬ 
sembly has expelled Yugoslavia, now 
comprising Serbia and Montenegro, 
by an overwhelming majority and 
asked it to apply afresh for the mem¬ 
bership. This has been in retaliation 
to the Serb crimes against other eth¬ 
nic groups in Bosnia. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Ecomark 

♦ Numerous brands of paper and 
paints will be carrying the "ecomark" 
to indicate that they are environ¬ 
ment-friendly products. 

The "ecomark" symbol is the 
familiar earthen pot used by village 
women, all over India, to carry water. 
It was selected from a wide variety of 
designs on the grounds that it sym- 
boii.sed water, air and the earth, that 
it is biodegradable and, therefore, 
environment-friendly and that it is 
easily identifiable, being in use 
throughout the country. 

Standards, on the basis of which 
the mark shall be provided to specific 
brands of different types of products, 
have been determined by a technical 
committee of the environment minis¬ 
try. However, the mark, to different 
brands, on the basis of these stand¬ 
ards, will be provided by the Bureau 
of Indian Standards. 

Rapid Action Force operational 

♦ The newly-formed Rapid Action 
Force (RAF), the 'Zero-response- 
time' central outfit for tackling com¬ 
munal riots, became operational on 
October 7,1992. 

The 8,0()0-strong force, a central 
police organisation, would be under 
the operational command of the 
CRPF. It has been set up by drawing 
personnel from the 1.25 lakh strong 
CRPF. 
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The RAF would be equipped 
with sophisticated weapons includ¬ 
ing shock batons, modern teargas 
shells, stinger grenades and rubber 
- bullets. 

INMARSAT station launched 

# The launch of India's first satellite 
mobile communication land earth 
station at Arvi, about 85 km north of 
Pune, extended the much needed in¬ 
digenous maritime communication 
facility to Indian users. 

It would provide on Rupee pay¬ 
ment basis, shore-to-ship and reverse 
telephone, telex, facsimile, data com¬ 
munications and high speed data ser¬ 
vices to and from maritime mobile 
shop and landbased INMARSAT ter¬ 
minals. It would also provide value- 
added services such as instantaneous 
distress alert calls and electronic 
mail. 

India joins global banking 
computer network 

# India has joined a worldwide In¬ 
terbank Financial Telecommunica¬ 
tion Network. 

The Indian network of the Bel¬ 
gium-based Society for Worldwide 
Interbank Financial Tele-com¬ 
munication (SWIFT) was first con¬ 
ceived in 1982 by Indian Bank's 
Association (IBA). 

Twenty-six of the country's lead¬ 
ing banks and 11 branch offices of 
foreign banks are being linked to the 
Society for Worldwide Interbank 
Financial Telecommunication 
(SWIFT) global computer network 
that allows financial institutions 
around the world to do business with 
I each other. 

The network carries more than 
1.50 million messages a day that re¬ 
late to a wide range of banking trans¬ 
actions, including customer and bank 
transfers, documentary credits and 
travellers' cheques. 

With this, banks in India will join 
more than 3,000 financial institutions 
around the world using the SWIFT 
network. 

NRBI—New apex body of 
regional rural banks 

# The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
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has given its approval for the forma¬ 
tion of the National Rural Bank of 
India (NRBI), which will act as an 
apex body of the Regional Rural 
Banks (RRBs) in the country. 

The approval of the RBI will 
mean the merger of all the 196 RRBs 
and their 14,500 branches with the 
NRBI. NABARD will control NRBI. 

The paid up capital of the NRBI, 
as per the proposals by the finance 
ministry, will be Rs 200 crore, of 
which 76 per cent will be from 
NABARD and 24 per cent from staff 
members. 

A fair portion of the funds are to 
be deployed in agrobased industries, 
agriculture marketing in rural areas. 
About 60 per cent advances will be 
done in target group and 40 per cent 
in non-target group. 

National Council for 
Handicapped 

# The Government has set up a 65- 
member National Coundi for HLand- 
icapped Welfare under the chairmanship 
of Welfare Minister Sitaram Kesri. 

The Coundi will act as an ad¬ 
visory body to the Government on 
the formulation of priorities and 
programmes for disabled people. The 
tenure of the Coundi is two years. 

The Coundi will ensure a coor¬ 
dinated and comprehensive ap¬ 
proach to research, training and 
services for the disabled population 
and evolve a national plan for action. 

CHEER for children 

* Theoenheinoollaborationwithgpvem- 
mentsof Andhra I^adesh, Haryana, Orissa 
and Uttar Pradesh, launched a new 
programme called ChUdrar's Enrichment 
Experiment through Radio (CHEER) ftr»n 
October 2.1992. 

The programme will be broad¬ 
cast from All India Radio (AIR) sta¬ 
tions at Visakhapatnam, Rohtak, 
Cuttack and Lucknow, spedally for 
children under six years of age, at¬ 
tending anganxmdi centres under the 
Integrated Child E)evelopment Ser¬ 
vices (ICDS) scheme. 

The programme will be beamed 
during anganwadi hours for the benefit 
of children attending the mganwadis. 
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Maritime academy at Paradeep 
okayed 

# The Union surface transport min¬ 
istry has cleared the proposal for a 
maritime academy on the east coast 
to be set up near Paradeep port in 
Orissa. 

The academy, which will have a 
campus area of .35 acres, will take up 
training of ship ratings in the first 
phase followed by training facilities 
for officer level personnej for mer¬ 
chant shipping. 

There has been an increase in the 
demand for ship ratings. But the east¬ 
ern coast had no institution to build 
up skilled personnel base. 

First floating museum in 
Calcutta 

# The Calcutta Port Trust has 
procured two obsolete paddle 
steamers from the public sector un¬ 
dertaking, Central Inland Water 
Transport Corporation, for setting up 
the floating mu.seum. It is said to be 
the first of its kind in the country. The 
museum will a)st Rs 95 lakh. 

The international maritime his¬ 
tory with rare documents, books, 
maps, charts, photographs and relics 
would be displayed in the permanent 
exhibition along with various ar¬ 
tefacts and models, both working 
and non-working. 

Vidyasagar Setu inaugurated 

# The second Hooghly bridge in 
Calcutta, Vidyasagar Setu, was 
opened to traffic on (October 10,1992. 

It is one of the longest cable- 
stayed bridges in the world. It con¬ 
nects the twin cities of Howrah and 
Calcutta. The foundation stone of the 
bridge was laid on May 20, 1972 by 
Mrs Indira Gandhi. 

August Kranti Express 

# The New Delhi-Bombay AC Ex¬ 
press (2953/2954) has been renamed 
as August Kranti Rajdhani Express 
with effect from October 2,1992. 

The renaming of the train has 
been effected to mark the Golden 
Jubilee celebrations of the (^uit India 
Movement, popularly known as 
August 1942 ^^ti Movement. 

JANUARY'93 


SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT 


Resume of 

Objective-type Questions 


GENERAL INFORMATION 

1. From whom did Mahatma Gandhi take this in¬ 
spiration: "That government is the best which governs the 
least"? 

(a) Leo Tolstoy {b) Henry David Borrow 

(c) John Ruskin Ralph Emerson 

2. Vakatkas belong to the period of: 

(a) Mauryas Jiff Guptas 

(c) Kanishka (tf) Harsha 

3. The Gandhara Art was greatly influenced by: 

.^"Greeks (i>) Kushans - 

(l) Persians (d) Sakas - 

4. Who is known as the "Bismarck of India"? 

(a) Lala Lajpat Rai (b) Gopal Krishan Gokhale 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

(d) DrB.R.Ambedkar 

5. Which language was used in the literature of 
Sangam period? 

(fl) Sanskrit (b) Telugu 

Jfi) Tamil id) Kannada 

6. To whom was place for Amritsar given by 
Mughal Emperor Akbar? 

(a) Guru Tegh Bahadur (CT Guru Ram Das 

(c) Guru Amar Das (d) Guru Harkrishan 

7. International nautical mile is equal to: 

(it) '1852 metre (b) 1825 metre 

(f) 2000 metre (d) 1582 metre 

8. The Chipko Andolan is: 

(a) a movement to end untouchability 

(b) a movement to save the trees 

(c) an organization for milk production 

(d) None of these 

9. The father of the Indian Programme in Atomic 
Energy is: 

(a) S.N. Bose (W H.J. Bhabha 

(c) S. Chandrasekhar (d) S.S. Bhatnagar 

10. "Kalinga Prize" is awarded for: 

(a) Best future film of the year 

. Popularisation of science 

(c) promoting cultural tmderstanding 

(d) excellence in sports 

11. Limba Ram has won international fame in which 
game? 

fo) Archery (b) Swimming 

(c) Table Tennis (d) Tennis 


12. Durand Cup is associated with which sport? 

' (a) Cricket Football 

(c) Hockey (d) Table Tennis 

13. The proportion of red blood corpuscles and white 
blood corpuscles in human body is: 

(a) 50:1 (W^500:l (c) 5000:1 (d)5:l 

14. The salivary glands secrete saliva which contains 
the enzyme: 

W ptyalin (b) renin 

(c) pepsin (d) lipase 

15. The amount of oxygen in the atmosphere remains 
relatively constant because oxygen is given off by: 

(a) rocks (b) animals 

(cf plants (d) the ocean 

1^ The blood pressure is the pressure of blood in: 
•'Ta) arteries (b) veins 

(c) auricles (d) ventricles 

17. Which of the following diseases is caused by the 
bite of a mad dog? 

(a) Hydrocele 0) Hydrophobia 

(c) Hydrocephalus (d) Hydroperitoneum 

18. When an open bottle of scent is kept in a comer of 
the room, its odour is felt in all the comers. This is due to 
the phenomena of: 

(a) vaporisation (b) evaporation 

(c) sublimation (df diffusion 

19. "Sulabh International" is a body related to: 

(a) road construction (b) bridge construction 
(c) lavatory reforms (d) None of these 

20. Acid rain can cause: 

(a) destruction of crops and trees 

(b) destruction of fish 

(r) damage to buildings (d) All the above 

21. Which of the foUowing TV. serials deals with the 
condition of women in traditional Indian society? 

(a) Talash (b) Mashal 

(c) Sanghaish (d)"Hamrahi 

22. Which one of the following states Boyle's law 
correctly? 

(a) Temperature remaining constant, the volume of a 
given mass of any gas is inversely proportional to 
its pressure 

(b) The volume of a given mass of any gas is directly 
proportional to the product of its temperature and 
pressure 

(c) >^lume and temperature remaining constant the 
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mass of any gas is inversely proportional to its 
pressure 

W) Temperature remaining mnstant, the volume of a 
given mass of any gas is directly proportional to 
pressure 

23. With which aspect of commerce is 'Bull and Bear' 
associated? 

(a) Foreign TVade Stock Exchange market 

(f) International Trade & Banking (d) Banking 

24. In addition to Sodium and Oxygen what else is i 

used in the preparation of washing soda? | 

(fl) Hydrogen, Carbon (b) Hydrogen ! 

(c) Carbon (d) Sulphur j 

25. "Paper Ciold" stands for: I 

(<?) the paper currency floated by l.M.F. j 

_(W A country's paper currency wjth gold reserve sup- j 
port equal to its total value j 

(f) Drawing rights given to the members of l.M.F. ! 

id) l.M.F.'s total Gold reserves | 

26. Of the following States which one depends for its [ 

tea requirements entirely on other Indian States? i 

, (fl) Andhra Pradesh (b) Karnataka ! 

(c) Kerala (d) Tamil Nadu 

27. Sunderlal Bahuguna has acquired fame on ac- j 

count of his contribution to preserve: j 

(<?) Tiger (/)) Forests i 

(c) Marine Life (d) Rare species ! 

28. Which agency is exclusively concerned with the | 

credit needs of all typt's of agriailtural and rural develop- | 
ment? I 

{(7) S.B.I. (b) C.B.l. i 

(c) R.B.l. ,..W) NABARD | 

29. Impure blot>d is received in the heart in the: 

(fl) Right Auricle (b) Right Ventricle I 

(f) Left Auricle id) Left Ventricle I 

30. T he SA ARC movement was launched for the pur- i 

pose of: j 

(a) Ntm-interference in each other's affairs j 

(b) Military alliance 

(f) Scientific and cultural exchange 
W) Regional avoperation 

31. Bachendri Pal is well known in the area of; l 

(a) sports (/») music 

(c) dance (d) mountaineering 

32. If there is a dispute about the election of President 
of India, the dispute can be referred to: 

(a) Attorney General of India (b) Parliament 
,,(c) Supreme Court of India 

(d) None of the above 

33. The Suez Canal connects: 

(«) the Mediterranean Sea with the Red Sea 

(b) the Mediterranean Sea with the Caspian Sea 

(c) the Red Sea with the Indian Ocean 

(d) None of these 

34. South Alps ranges are found in which cuuntry? 

(fl) North America (b) South Africa 


^c) Australia (d) Canada 

35. The name of the Kingdom in ancient India which 
used navy for the first time is: 

(a) Pallavas (h) Pallas 

Cholas (d) Gangayas 

36. The hydropower project Chukha is in collabora¬ 
tion with which country? 

.<«) Bhutan (b) Nepal 

(c) Burma (d) Bangladesh 

37. Raman effect is found in which of the following? 

ia) Liquid {b) Prism 

All transparent media (d) Glass , 

38. Which Indian bix)k has been translated into forty 
foreign languages and fifteen Indian languages? 

(a) Shakuntala , (h) Panchtantra 
(c) Meghdoot (d) Raghuvansh 

39. Haemoglobin is found in which part of the body? 

U) bloixl (fe) Bone marrow 

(f) Heart (d) Spleen 

40. Which vitamin helps in the process of blood clot¬ 
ting? 

(a) VUE (b) VitK (c) Vit D (d) VitC 

41. Bile is stored in which part pf the body? 

(fl) Pancreas (h) Liver 

, (c) Gall Bladder (d) Kidney 

42. Which of the following acids doesn't contain 
oxygen? 

(fl) Sulphuric acid {b) Nitric acid 

,.(f) 1 lydrochloric acid (d) All 

43. Liquefied petroleum gas is a mixture of: 

(a) Methane, Ethane and Hexane 

, (f») Butane, Heptane and Pentane 

(c) Methane, Ethane and Acetylene 

(d) Methane, Propane and Hexane 

44. The name of the wildlife reserve which is in¬ 
cluded in the world heritage list is: 

(a) Ranthambhor Bharatpur 

(c) Sarisca (d) Kanha National Park 

45. In photosynthesis the following processes occur: 
(a) Oxygen is taken by the plants and Carbon dioxide 

is released 

Ab) Carbon dioxide is taken by the plants and oxygen 
is released 

(c) The green pigment is split by sunlight 

(d) Water is released 

46. Where is the headquarters of the European 
Economic Community? 

(ft) Vatican City Brussels 

(c) London (d) Berlin 

47. Sharda Act is related to: 

(a) widow marriage - (b) child marriage 
(f) inter<aste marriage (d) None of these 

48. What is "Black Box"? 

(a) An instrument used to detect minerals below 
ocean 
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(fo) A "box" containing black minerals 

"recorder" plac^ in the pilot's cabin to record 
cockpit voices 
W) None of these 


Jjl) a type of wind 
Mc) a t^e of rock 


by: 


49. What is "Doldrums"? 

(W a type of soil 
(d) None of these 

50. Election Commission in India is under the: 

(fl) Parliament ih) President 

(c) Supreme Court independent body 

51. Narora is situated in: 

{fl}. Madhya Pradesh (b) Gujarat 

“Xc) Uttar Pradesh (d) Bihar 

52. Seismograph is an instrument used to: 

. 0») read the intensity of earthquake 

(b) draw geographical maps 

(c) measure humidity (d) None of these 

53. India's first surface-to-air missile is: 

(a) Prithvi ,(h) Akash 

(c) Trishul (d) Agni 

54. "Ozone layer" protects the earth from: 

(a) Casmic rays (h) X-rays 

^ (c) ultra-violet rays (d) infrared rays 

55. "Hook's Law" is related to: 

(a) magnetism (b) electricity 

(c) elasticity (d) optics 

56. The system of reading by the blinds was invented 


(b) Morse 
(d) None of these 


(b) detect blood group 
(d) None of these 


<fl) Braille 
(c) Marconi 

57. l-actometer is used to: 

(a) check purity of milk 

(c) find fracture point 

58. "World Human Rights Day" is observed on: 

(a) 5th February (b) 25th March 

(W 5th June Ad) 10th December 

59. "Anemometer" is an instrument for measuring: 

(a) humidity of wind (b) current 

. (c) speed of wind or any other moving gas 

(d) None of these 

60. Which body approves the proposals of Five-Year 
Planning: 

(o) Planning Commission (b) Parliament 

.,(c) National Development Council (d) None of these 

61. What is deficit budgeting? 

(u) earning more than the expenditure 
j(f>) expenditure more than the earning 

(c) expenditure and earnings are equ^ 

(d) None of these 

62. Largest producer of uranium in our country is: 

(a) Rajasthan ,Ui) Bihar 

(c) Kerala (d) Uttar Ptadesh 

63. Vast area covered with deep ice and snow for a 
long time is known as: 

(a) Glacier (b) Ice-cap 


(c) Iceberg (d) Ice Valley 

64. Relief features are shown with the help of: 

(o) Maps (b) Globe 

yid)' Contours (d) Scale 

65. Which country is known as 'Pearl of the East'? 

(a) Bhutan (b) Nepal 

j;c> Sri Lanka (d) Bangladesh 

66. Largest producer of rubber is: 

(a) Thailand jtk) Malaysia 

(c) Indonesia (d) None of these 

67. Most of our country gets its rainfall from: 

Jfi) S.W. Monsoon (b) N.W. Monsoon 

tc) N.E. Mons<x)n (d) N. Monsoon 

68. Which of the following States accounts for the 
maximum production of rubber in India? 

(a) Kerala (b) Tamil Nadu 

(c) Orissa (d) Maharashtra 


69. The number of permanent representatives in 
U.N. Security Council is: 

(<i) 4 (b) 11 (c) 2 Ad) 5 

70. Author of Tom Sawyer' is: 

(fl) William Shakespeare (b) Tolstoy 

, (c) MarkTwain (d) John Ruskin 

71. Secretariat of SAARC is situated in: 

Or) Dhaka (b) New Delhi 

(c) Colombo ^-idl Kathmandu 

72. Internationa] Labour Organisation is a 
specialised agency of: 

(a) United Nations (W Commonwealth 

(c) NATO (d) WARSAW 

73. The largest man-made canal in the world is: 

AaK Suez Canal (b) Rhine Canal 

(c) Panama Canal (d) None of these 

74. The largest island in the world is: 

(a) Australia (b) Sri Lanka 

Jc) Greenland (d) West Indies Islands 

75. Propellant used in space satellites is: 

,Aei) Hydrazine (b) Kerosene 

(c) Ammonium Perchlorate (d) Nitroparafhn 

76. D.N.A. structure was discovered by: 

Afl) Beadle & Tatum (h) HCTshey& Chase 

(c) Watson & Crick (d) None of these 

77. Laws of planetary motion were given by: 

(a) Newton ■<ft) Kepler 

(c) Charlson (d) S. Chandrashekhar 

78. 'Rickets' in patients is caused due to the absence 
of: 

Ao) Vitamin A (b) Vitamin B 

(r) Vitamin C . -id) Vitamin D 


79. Proteins are polymers of: 

(a) Glucose imits ~Ab) Amino Acid 

(c) Lipids (d) None of these 

80. For a 'critical angle' of incidence, the angle of 
refraction is: 
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(a) 30’ (« 45" (c) 60" (tO 90" 

81. Current flowing through a circuit is measured by: 

(a) Ammeter (b) Voltmeter 

(c) Hygrometer (d) Magnometer 

82. Radioactive substance used in 'dating' geological ! 
objects is: 

(a) C-I2 (b) C-11 

. (c) C-14 (d) None of these 

83. +vely charged ions are called: 

(a) Anions (b) Metaions 

jU’) Cations (d) Hydroioas 

84. Theory of 'Natural Selection' was advocated by: 

(a) tamarack (b) Mendel 

.(r) Darwin (d) Weismann 

85. 'Father of Genetics' is: 

(a) Walter S. Sutton (b) Thomas Hunt Morganj 

(c) Hershely and Chase .(d) Gregory Mendel 

86. 'B.C.G.' vaccine is administered to prevent: 

(fl) Cholera (b) Typhoid 

JJb) Tuberculosis (d) Leprosy 

87. A major contribution to Genetic Engineering was 
done by: 

(a) Nirenberg (b) Hargobind Khorana 

Both (d) Neither of these 

88. Number of chromosomes present in humans are: i 

(a) 23 ,(W 46 (c) 48 (d) 27 

89. To what categories of substance do im¬ 
munoglobulins belong: 

(a) Hormones (b) Viruses 

^.(c) Antibodies (d) Antigens 

90. Which of the following is a communicable dis¬ 
ease: 

(a) Cancer (b) Beri-Beri 

(c) Tetanus AfO Cholera - 

91. Pancreatic juice contains the enzymes: 

(a) Pepsin, Trypsin and Peptides 

^(b) Amylase, Lipase and Trypsin 

(c) Amylase, Maltase and Peptidases 

(d) Pep.sin, Ptylin and Peptidases 

92. Among the following, which has no charge? 

(fl) Alpha rays (b) Gamma rays 

(f) Beta rays JW> Cathode rays 

93. The element showing maximum tendency 
towards catenation is: 

^(<i) Silicon (b) Tin 

^(c) Carbon (d) Lead 

94. The unit of resistance is: 

Jia) Ohm (b) Ampere 

(c) Metre (d) Centimetre 

95. The unit of noise is; 

(fl) Metre (h) Ohm 

(c) Henry ^(d) Decibel 

96. Which of the following ports has a free trade 
zone? 

(fl) Cochin (b) Mormugao 


(c) Bombay ^ Kandla 

97. More than 2/3 of coal reserves in India are found 


in: 


JJ^ Damodar Valley 
(d) Mahanadi Valley 


(fl) Brahmaputra Valley 

(c) Godavari Valley 

98. A thermostat is: 

(fl) A modern type of thermos flask which works on 
the principle of heat energy 

(b) An instrument by which the accuracy of ther¬ 
mometers are determined 

^(c) A device used to maintain a constant temperature 
of a waterbath or an oven 

(d) a device which varies the temperatuit of a bath 

99. The Hirakud Dam project is constructed across 
the river. 

Mahanadi (b) Cauvery 

(c) Krishna (d) Narmada 

100. Ornithology is the study of: 

_,/(») Birds (b) Insects 

(r) Cats (d) Worms 

101. What was the main objective of the Command 
Area Development Programme (CAD)? 

(fl) development of defence areas 

(b) insuring faster and better utilization of irrigation 
water 

(c) development of the villages situated near interna¬ 
tional borders 

jW) development of military cantonments 

102. The chemical name of laughing gas is: 

.(fl) NO 2 (b) CO 2 

(c) H 2 (d) Oxygen 

103. Bhils are the inhabitants of; 

(a) Central India (b) Northern India 

(c) Western India (d) Eastern India 

104. Who among the following was the first woman 
Chief justice of a High Court? 

(fl) Rani Jethmalani (b) Leila Seth 

(c) Sujata Manohar (d) Geeta Mukherjee 

105. Which of the follovyring types of glasses is used 
for making lenses and prisms? 

(a) Flint (b) Pyrex 

(b) Soft (d) Jena 

106. Greenwich Mean Time (GMT) is the standard 
time of which of the following countries? 

(fl) India Ab) U.K. 

(c) France (d) Japan 

107. 'Years of Pilgrimage: An Autobiography' is a 
book written by: 

(fl) Mah^hYogi (b) Raj Mohan Gandhi 

(c) Savita Amb^kar JfO RajaRamanna 

(e) Khushwant Singh 

108. Which of the following Articles of the Indian 
Constitution declares the equal opportunities in public 
employment as a fundamental right? 

(fl) Article 25 (b) Article 22 (c)- Article 16 

(d) Article 20 (e) Article 21 
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109. Which of the following is the best definition of 
'Tides'—a geographical term? 

(a) A great circulatory movement of sea water caused 
by difference in density of sea water 

(b) A wind and pressure system having a low pressure 
in centre and circular wind motion 

(c) A powerful movement of the ocean which proceed 
constantly in a definite direction 

W) A periodic rise and fall of sea water caused by the 
gravitation force of moon and sun on earth 

(c) None of these 

110. India's largest Naval Air Station is located at 
which of the following places? 

(a) Cochin (W Karwar 

(c) Arakkonam M) Bombay 

(e) None of these 

111. The script of 'Hamrahi', the T.V. serial which 
received wide acclamation, was written by: 

(a) Ram Rikh Manhar (.b) Srilal Shukla 

(c) Miinal Pandey (d) Manohar Shyam Joshi 

ic) Vijay Tendulkar 

112. Which of the following industries from the 
private sector was the first one to enter the European 
market with Euro-issue? 

(n) Essar Gujarat Ltd (b) TISCO Ltd 

(r) Grasin Ltd (d) Reliance Industries 

(c) Birla Yamaha Ltd 

113. Indian Institute of Advance Studies is located at 
which of the following cities: 

(a) Shinila (b) Bangalore 

(c) Pune (rf) Hyderabad 

(e) Chandigarh 

114. Ms Vijaya Mehta is well known for her work in 
which of the following? 

(a) Painting (b) Gassical dance 

(c) Music (d) Theatre 

(e) None of these 

115. What is the current life expectancy for men in 
India? 

(a) 73 (W 68 (c) 62 (d) 59 

(e) None of these 

116. The Ecomark scheme mainly ensures which of 
the following? 

(fl) The products are environmentally friendly 

(b) The product uses only herbal material 

(c) The technology used is indigenous 

id) The production is economically viable 
(e) It is produced by a small-scale industry 

117. Which of the following is the unit of electric 
current? 

(fl) Volt (W Ohm 

fc) Coulomb (d) Ampere 

(d) None of these 

118. The term "Golden Hand Shake" is being used in 
the context of which of the following? 

(fl) Welcoming a new recruit 

(b) Bidding goodbye to a distingfuished guest 


(c) Voluntary retirement schemes 

(d) Honouring a prize winner 

(e) A new ballet 

119. Chloroflouro-carbon (CFC) gas is used in which 
of the following domestic products? 

(fl) Television (b) Refrigerator 

(c) Cooking gas (d) TubeUght 

(e) None of these 

120. Which of the following countries is not a mem¬ 
ber country in SAARC? 

(fl) Myanmar (b) Maldives 

(c) Pakistan (d) Bhutan (c) Sri Lanka 

121. Which of the following statements about 
meridians and equator is true? 

(fl) Meridians are imaginary lines parallel to equator 

(b) Meridians and equator converge at the two poles 

(c) Meridians are perpendicular to the equator 

(d) Meridians and equator never meet each other 

(e) None of these 

122. Which of the following best describes Vikram 
INMARSAT? 

(fl) India's first indigenously built satellite 

(b) India's newly acquired RADAR system 
(r) India's first mobile satellite communication land- 
earth station 

(d) India's first Inter-Continental Ballistic Missile 
(I.C.B.M.) 

(e) None of these 

123. Vitamin A is found abundantly in: 

(fl) lemon (b) carrot 

(b) fish (d) milk 

124. Which of the following are Kharif crops? 

(fl) cotton, rice, maize (b) wheat, linseed, mustard 

(c) gram, pulses, barley (d) None of these 

125. "Angora" wool is sheered from: 

(fl) sheep of mountain breed (b) bear 

(c) Anatolian goat (d) None of these 

126. Cauvery river falls in: 

(fl) Indian Ocean (b) Arabian Sea 

(c) Bay of Bengal (d) None of these 

127. The language spoken by the second largest 
number in India (after Hindi) is; 

(fl) Marathi (b) Tamil 

(c) Telugu (d) Urdu 

HISTORY 

128. Aryans originally came from: 

/(fl) Central Asia (b) North India 

(c) South India (d) Central India 

129. Atharva Veda deals with: 

Charms and spells to ward off evils aiKl diseases 

(b) Hymns and ritual (c) Prayers to Shiva 

(d) Medical treatment 

130. Buddhist literatures were written in: 

(fl) Prakrit -<b) Pali 

(c) Sanskrit (d) Tamil 
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131. Alextkndt'r invaded India in: 

(a) 340 B.C. (b) 360 B.C 

(c) 240 B.C. y(d) 326 B.C. 

132. The inscription on the Allahabad Pillar describes 
about: 

(a) Skanda Gupta Ab) Samudragupta 

(c) Chandragupta II W) Kumar Gupta 

133. The Ajanta and Ellora paintings was done 
during the reign of: 

to) Cholas ib) ChandelLis 

/(c) Chalukyas (d) Kushans j 

134. The theory of Material Culture deals with: 

(«) Economics 

Ab) Iron and Agricultural implements j 

(c) Social stnictun? (d) Making seals I 

135. The town of Talikota whea* the United Alliance i 

between Bijapur, Bidar, Ahniednagar and Golkunda, | 
under Husain Nizam Shah, defeated Ram Raja of | 
Vijaynagar in 1565, is on the river: ■ 

(<?)' Cauvery (b) Godavari 

(c) Krislma (d) Narbada 

136. The greatest disciple of Ramanand was: 

(a) Kabir (b) Gorakhnath 

(c) Namadeva (d) Narsi Mehta 

137. Which of the following is NOT true about 
Sankaracharya who lived about the Mth century A.D.? 

(a) He preached his Advait^n philosophy 

(1») He enunciated the doctrine of nuiya or illusion 

(c) He demolished the Buddhist doctrine 

(d) He popularised the worship of Shiva 
(<;) He believed in ritualistic religion 

138. Mohenjodaro was discovered in 1922 by: 

(a) Sir John Marshall (b) R.D. Banerjee 

(c) R.B. Dayaram Sahni (d) Dr Mortimer Wheeler 

139. The use of which metal was not known to the 
people of Indus Valley civilization? 

(a) gold (b) silver 

(c) copper (d) iron 

(e) lead 

140. At the time of his death at the age of 80, 
Buddha's last words to his favourite disciple Ananda, 
were: 

(a) All here is transit^nt 

(b) All here is full of pain 

(c) Look not for the refuge to any one besides yourself 

(d) More tears have flowed than all the w'ater that is in 
the four great oceans 

141. Which of the following is NOT true about 
Buddha's conception of religion? 

(ii) He preached the "Four Noble Truths" 

(b) His conception of religion was purely ethical 

(c) He emphasised on worship and rituals 

(d) He was not prepared to bother whether the soul is 
the same as the body or distinct from it 

142. The last king of the Nanda dynasty was: 

(a) Ugrasen (b) Mahapadma 


I (c) Panduka (d> Dhana Nanda 

[ 143. Of the following statements, which is NOT cor- 

j rect as mentioned in Kautiiya's Arlhasastral 
i (a) permanent peace is possibk* 

I (h) whosoever is superior in power shall wage war 

i (c) who.soever is rising in power may break the agree- 

! ment of peace 

(d) the king who is situated anywhere on the circum¬ 
ference of the conqueror's territory is termed the 
«iemy 

144. The mighty empire of the Mauryas began to 
decline after the death of: 

(a) Chandragupta Maurya (h) A^oka 

(c) Bindusara (d) Brihadratha 

145. The founder of the Satavahana dynasty, who 
ruled for 23 years from about 235 B.C. to 212 B.C. was: 

(a) Satakami (b) Gautamiputra Siri Satakami 
(c) Simuka (d) Pulumayi 

146. The greatest literary figure of Kanishka's court 
was: 

(a) Kalidas (b) Nagarjuna 

(c) Asvaghosha (d) Charak 

147. Susruta, the great bwk on med icine, was written 
by: 

(.a) Nagarjuna (b) Asvaghosha 

(c) Charak (d) Vasumitra 

148. The philosopher-scientist and a great figure of 
the court of Kanishka whom Hieun-Tsang called "one of 
the four lights of the world" and who also enunciated the 
Theory of Relativity in his great work called Madhyamika 
Sutra, was: 

(a) Nagarjuna (b) Asvaghosha 

(c) Vasumitra (d) Rudradamana 

149. The headless statue of Kanishka, an important 
relic of hLs period, was found in: 

(a) Peshawar (b) Taxila 

(c) Kanishkapura (d) Mathura 

150. The 'stupas' at Sanchi portray the art and sculpn 
ture of: 

(a) Buddhists (b) Early Aryans 

(f) Jains (d) Muslims 

151. The Zend Avesta is the Holy Book of the: 

(a) Hebrews (b) Roman Catholics 

(c) Zoroastrians (d) Quakers 

152. Who amongst the following was the first 
woman President of the Indian National Congress? 

(a) Annie Besant (b) Mira Behn 

(c) Sarojini Naidu (d) Kasturba Gandhi 

153. Dandi-March led to the launching of: 

(fl) Khilafat Movement (b) Swadeshi Movement 

(c) Quit India Movement 

(d) Civil Di.sobedience Movement 

154. First President of the Indian National Congress 
was: 

(fl) Surendra Nath Banerjee (b) W.C. Bonnerjee 

(c) P. Anand Charlu (d) Dadabhai Naoroji 
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155. First Muslim invader to invade Sind was: 

< 0 ) Mohammad Ghauri (b) Mahmood of Ghazni 

(c) Mohammad Bin Qasim (d) Changez Khan 

156. Gupta Dynasty in the Ganga-Basin area was 
started by: 

(a) Chandra Gupta (b) Samudra Gupta 

(c) Skanda Gupta (<f) Kumara Gupta 

157. The Hun invaders destroyed the leading centre 
of Buddhism at: 

(ft) Taxila (6) Ujjain 

(c) Kannauj (d) Delhi 

158. Founder of the Slave Dynasty in India was: 

(a) lltumish (b) Qutubuddin Aibak 

(c) Balban (d) Razia Sultana 

159. The Delhi Sultan who shifted his capital from 
Delhi to Daulatabad was: 

(ft) Mohammad Tughlaq 

(b) Ghias-ud-din Tughkq 

(c) }alal-ud-din Khilji (d) AI-ud>din Khilji 

160. Grand Trunk Road was built by: 

(a) Babar (b) RanaSanga 

(c) SherShahSuri (d) Akbar 

161. Peshwas under the Maratha Empire had their 
capital at: 

I (ft) Gwalior (b) Pune 

(c) Nagpur (d) Baroda 

I 162. Mughal emperor who won the Battle of Hal- 
, dighati was; 

(ft) Akbar (b) Jahangir 

(r) Babar (d) Aurangzeb 

' 163. Battle of Independence in 1857 started from: 

I (a) Delhi (b) Jhansi 

! (c) Meerut (d) Lucknow 

' 164. Prithviraj Chauhan was the ruler of: 

j (a) Kannauj (b) Chittor 

(c) Delhi (d) Jaipur 

165. Founder of the Lodi Dynasty was: 

(ft) BahlolLodi (b) Daulat Khan Lodi 

(c) Iteahim Lodi (d) None of these 

166. Wahhabi Movement was started by: 

(ft) Sir Syed Ahmed Khan (b) Syed Ahmed Barelvi 
(c) AghaKhan (d) Aii Brothers 

167. Last of the Sikh Gurus was; 

(ft) Gum Ram Das (b) GumAngad 

(c) Gum Gobind Singh (d) Ranjit Singh 

168. The first Peshwa Ruler was: 

(ft) Balaji Baji Rao (b) BajiRao 

(c) Balaji Rao (d) P^waRao 

169. The battle in which IRobert CUve defeated SraJ* 
ud-Daulah was: 

(ft) Battle of Plassey (b) BatdeofBuxar 

(c) Battle of Tarain (d) Battle of Panipat 

170 Foundersof the Swarajya Party were: 

(ft) Jawahar Lai Ndmi and Vallal^bhai Patel 

(b) Vithal Ktai Patel, C.R.Das and Mod Lai Nehm 
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(c) Subhash Chandra Bose and DeshbancUiu Chittran* 
jan Das 

(d) None of these 

171. Who among the following was called Frontier 
Gandhi? 

(a) Maulana Abul Kalam 

(b) Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan 

(c) Mcriiammad All Jinnah (d) Mohammad Iqbal 

172. Rowlatt Act was enacted in: 

(a) 1905 (b) 1916 (c) 1919 (d) 1942 

173. Shakuntalam was written by: 

(a) Kalidas (b) lUlsidas 

(b) Bana (d) Kalhana 

174. 'Din-i-Illahi' was founded by: 

(a) Aurangzeb (b) Akbar 

(c) Jahangir (d) Shah-Jahan 

175. 'Akbamama' was writtai by: 

(a) Abur Rahim Khankhana (b) Abul Fazal 
(c) Raja Todarmal (d) Raja Birbal 

176. Last of the Mughal mlers was: 

(a) Aurangzeb (b) ShahAlam 

(c) Bahadur Shah Zafar (d) FarrukhSiyar 

177. The advent of the 16th century marks the begin¬ 
ning of the three new forces in India. The first of these 
forces was: 

(a) the religious revival or the so<aUed Bhakti Move¬ 
ment 

(b) the discovery of the sea-route to India by Vasco- 
da-Gama, and the consequent advent of the 
European nations in the country 

(c) the b^inning of the Mughal rule at Delhi 

(d) None of these 

178. Kabir, whose origin is shrouded in mystery, was 
a disciple of: 

(ft) Ramanuja (b) RamaNand 

(c) Chaltanya (d) Tuka Ram 

179. The year 1498 is a landmark in world history 
because: 

(ft) it transformed the relations between the East and 
the West 

(b) it brought India into contact with the renaissant 
western world 

(c) the history of modem commerce in India began 
after this date 

(d) Portugal, which looked upon India as "a second 
Pern", thought of establishing a dominion in India 

(e) All the above statements are correct 

180. The kingdom of Vijaynagar was found in the 
extreme south in India in 1336 oy two brothers Hari Har 
and Bukka in the reign of: 

(ft) Muza^rShah-n (b) Fiioz Shah lU^iak 

(c) Mohd-bin-Tughlak (d) Ibrahim Lodhi 

181. Babar won a decisive victory over Ibrahim 
Lodhi in the 6rst battle of Panipat (1526) because: 

(ft) he had a numerous force numbering more than 
one lakh men 
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(b) he had superior strategy and generalship and the 
use of artillery for the first time in India 

(c) he went to the battle hurriedly with a sudden at¬ 
tack 

(d) None of these 

182. The battle of Kanwah (1527), one of the decisive 
battles of Indian history, resulted in the: 

(a) establishment of Hindu Empire by Rana Sanga 
(h) reclaiming of Kalpi, Dholpur, Biyana and Agra (all 
of which had been occupied by Babar) by Rana 
Singa 

(c) defeat of the powerful Rajput confederacy by 
Babar 

(d) None of these 

183. The Mansabdari system was introduced by: 

(a) Babar (b) SherShah 

(c) Akbar (d) Humayun 

184. Tulsi Dass, the author of Ram Charit Manas, was 
one of the greatest Hindi poets in the days of: 

(a) Shahjehan (b) Aurangzeb 

(c) Chandragupta-II (d) Akbar 

(c) None of these 

185. Who translated Babar’s Memoirs from Turki to 
Persian? 

(a) Tardi Beg (b) Abdur Rahim Khan-i-Khanan 
(c) Munim Khan (d) Bairam Khan 

186. Guru Arjan Dev was executed by Jahangir in 
1605 on persuasion of: 

(a) Prince Khusro (W ChanduShah 

(c) Man Singh (d) AsafKhan 

187. The name of the first husband of Nur Jahan was: 

(a) Sher Afghan (6) Kutub-ud-din Koka 

(c) KishwarKhan (d) Jahangir 

188. The kingdom of Mewar which had been defying 
the Mughal authority since the days of Babar, was con¬ 
quered in the days of: 

(a) Akbar (b) Jahangir 

(f) Shahjahan (d) Sher Shah Suri 

189. The real name of Shahjahan was: 

(a) Prince Khumim (6) Prince Khusro 

(c) Prince Parvez (d) Shahryar 

(e) Prince Dara 

190. Arjumand Banu Begum, daughter of Asaf Khan, 
was also known as: 

(a) Nurjahan (b) Jahanara 

(c) Mumtaz Mahal (d) Roshanara 

191. Who among the sons of Mughal Emperor Shah¬ 
jahan, translated the Upanishads and had great respect for 
Vedas? 

(a) Aurangzeb (b) ShahShuja 

(c) Murad (d) Dara 

192. The Mughal dynasty was finaUy extinguished 
with: 

(a) ShahAlam-II (b) Alamgir-Il 

(c) Ahmed Shah (d) Bahadur Shah-Il 

(e) Akbar-11 


193. Vasco-da-Gama, a Portuguese navigator, 
reached the port of Calicut and thus discovered the sea- 
route to India on: 

(a) April 22,1298 (b) April 22,1398 

(c) April 22,1498 (d) April 22,1598 

194. A tax on cultivation of melons was imposed in 
the: 

(a) Maratha System of Administration 

(b) Aurangzeb's System of Administration 

(c) Akbar's System of Administration 

(d) None of these 

195. In the Administrative system of which of the 
Indian rulers was the custom duties known'as mahatarfa 
and jakat were imposed? 

(a) Akbar (6) Jahangir 

(c) Aurangzeb (d) Marathas 

196. The original name of Banda Bahadur, a Rajput of 
Dogra tribe was: 

(a) NihangDev (b) LachhmanDas 

(c) Maya Das (d) Devi Das 

197. Which battle in the Carnatic Wars (1746-61) 
definitely proved for the first time the superiority of 
European arms and discipline over the traditional Indian 
methods of warfare? 

(a) The battle of San Thomas 

(b) The third Carnatic war 

(c) The battle of Plassey 

(d) The battle of Baxar 

198. Who was the Nawab of Bengal when the tragedy 
of Black-Hole occurred? 

(a) AliVardiKhan (b) Mir jaffar 

(c) SarfrazKhan (d) Siraj-ud-Dowlah 

199. Who deserted Siraj-ud-DowIah and joined the 
English under Lord Clive when the Battle of Plassey 
(1757) was raging with utmost fury? 

(a) RaiDurlab (b) Mirjaffar 

(c) JagatSeth (d) AminChand 

2(X). The arrangement called "Double Government" 
was introduced by: 

(a) Dupleix (b) Albuquerque 

(c) Clive (d) Mirjaffar 

201. The second Sikh war took place during the 
period of. 

(a) Lord Hastings (b) Lord Dalhousie 
(c) Lord Canning (d) Lord William Bentinck 

202. The second Mysore war came to an end by the: 
(a) Treaty of Mangalore (6) Treaty of Salbai 

(c) Treaty of Mysore (d) Hreaty of Seringapatnam 

203. Which ol the following countries excelled all the 
othe- imperial nations of Europe at the opening of the 20th 
century? 

(a) H’ance (b) Germany 

(c) Russia (d) Britain (e) USA 

204. Who among the following ^as a contemporary 
of Kalidas? 

(a) Ashoka (b) Chandra Gupta II 
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(c) Samudra Gupta (4) Prithvi Raj Chohan 

(e) Pulakesin-II 

205. The place where Tlpu Sultan died hghting the 
British forces is known as: 

(a) Nandi Hill (1;) Seringapatnam 

(c) Hampi <4) Samath 

206. The English established their first trade centre in 
1614A.D.at: 

(a) Chandemagore (b) Gdicut 

(c) Surat (4) Madras 

207. Who was known as 'Tuehrer"? 

(a) Hitler (b) Stalin 

(c) Mussolini (4) Napoleon 

208. Fahein, a Chinese traveller, visited India during 
the reign of: 

(a) Chandragupta Maurya 

(b) Chandragupta V^kramaditya 

(c) Ashoka (d) Harsha 

209. Bardoli Satyagraha is associated with: 

(a) Sardar Patel (b) M.K. Gandhi 

(c) KakaKalelkar (4) VinobaBhave 

210. The tragedy of Jallianwala Bagh took place 
during the Viceroyalty of: 

(a) LordCurzon (b) Lord Wellington 

(b) Lord Chelmsford (4) Lord Wavel 

211. The date April 6, 1930, in Indian history is 
known for: 

(a) first Round Tible Conference in London 

(b) Gandhi-Irwin Pact 

(c) Dandi March by Mahatma Gandhi 
(4) "Quit India" movement 

212. Rajaraja-l was the great king of: 

(a) Chola dynasty (b) Chalukya dynasty 

(c) Maurya dynasty (4) Gupta dynasty 

213. Humayun was defeated by Sher Shah Suri at 
Kannauj in: 

(a) 1539 A.D. (b) 1540 A.D. 

(c) 1543 A.D. (4) 1602 A.D. 

214. The Surat Congr^s session is known for: 

(a) split between Mahatma Gandhi and Subhash 
Chandra Bose 

(b) split between the moderates and the extremists 

(c) passing of the "Quit India" resolution 
(4) declaration for complete independence 

215. The name of the ruined capital of Vija)magar 
Empire was: 

Oi) Hampi (b) Halebid 

(c) Harappa (4) Mohenjodaro 

216. The Buland DarWaza was built to mark Akbar's 
conquest of: 

(4) Malwa (b) Chittor (c) Gujarat (4) Ujjain 

217. The Chola dynasty was an ancient Tamil 
kingdom along the banks of the river: 

(a) Tapti (b) Godavari 

(c) IQishna (/O Cauvery 
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218. In which year did the Indian Naval Mutiny 
against the British take place? 

(a) 1942 (b) 1945 (c) 1946 (4) 1947 (e) 1»S7 

219. The first cotton mill had been started in Bombay 
in the year: 

(a) 1838 (b) 1848 (c) 1850 (4) 1858 

220. In Ryoiwari land revenue system in India: 

(a) the government dealt direcdy with the cultivatoiB 

(b) a middleman intervened between the cultivator 
and the government as a landlord 

(c) the village body as a whole or a group of zamin- 
dars were treated in a body as the owners of land 

(4) None of these 
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Resume of Expected 
Questions on Current Affairs 


What amount of grain was 
procured in 1990-91? 

23.73 million tonnes. This in¬ 
cluded about 11.07 million tonnes of 
wheat and nearly 12.66 million ton¬ 
nes of rice. 

The increase in grain procure¬ 
ment and distribution has pushed up 
food subsidy from Rs 710 crore in 
1982-83 to a whopping Rs 2,600 crore 
in 1991-92. 

Name the first Union Territory 
of India to be declared fully literate. 

Pondicherry. 

Name the member countries of 
G-15? 

Mexico, Jamaica, Venezuela, 
Peru, Brazil, Argentina, Senegal, Al- 
eria, Nigeria, Yugoslavia, Zim- 
abwe, Egypt, India, Malaysia and 
Indonesia. 

Who is the new Secretary- 
General of UN? 

Boutros Boutros-Ghali of Egypt. 
He is the first person from Africa to 
hold this post. The oidy Asian ever to 
hold the post was U Thant of Burma, 
now Myanmar. 

Which general elections in 
India recorded highest and lowest 
turnover of voters? 

The highest turnover was 
recorded in 1984 elections (64.1 per 
tent) and the lowest turnover was 
recorded in 1952 elections (45.7 per 
cent). 

In which Latin American 
country a 12-year-old civil war 
ended on December 31,1991? 

El Salvador. 

Which State government has 
become the first in India to get into 
the cable television business? 

Mizoram. Residents of Aizawl, 
the capital of Mizoram, will get a 
fully State-run cable channel, which, 
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besides offering general program¬ 
mes, will also beam educational 
programmes to schools and colleges. 
The projwt is being implemented by 
Electronics Trade and Technology 
Development Corporation (ET & T), 
a Central government undertaking. 

What is the meaning of 
Zionism? 

A theory, plan or movement for 
setting up a Jewish national or 
religious community in Palestine. In 
November 1975 by resolution 3379 
the U.N. had equated Zionism with 
racism. On December 17, 1991 the 
U.N. General Assembly revoked its 
resolution on Zionism. 

Which river is a point of dispute 
between the States of Karnataka 
and Tamil Nadu? 

Cauvery. 

Name the youngest music 
director of India? 

12-year-oId M. Srilekha. She 
made her debut by composing a 
song for a Telugu film. 

Where was the 23rd Interna¬ 
tional Film Festival of India (IFFI) 
held? 

Bangalore. 

Who is Mr Arthur Dunkel? 

He is the Director General of 
GATT. There has been a big con¬ 
troversy going in political circles of 
India on the proposals, popularly 
known as Dunkel proposals, sent by 
him for acceptance by India during 
Uruguay Round trade negotiations. 

Name the only brigade of the 
Indian army which has the Presi¬ 
dent of India as its Colonel-in- 
Chief? 

The Brigade of Guards. It is the 
first infantry brigade to be chosen for 
complete mechanisation—an army 
term for modernisation in all 
aspects. 
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Reserve Bank of India has 
decided to free foreign companies 
from FERA regulations. ^Vhat does 
this mean? 

Freedom from FERA would 
mean that now the foreign com¬ 
panies would be allowed to open 
their branches, permit their trade 
marks to be us^ freely and to carry 
on in India any activity of a trading, 
commercial or industrial nature. 
They will also be free to borrow 
money and accept deposits in India. 
They would be permitted to deal in 
and acquire immovable property in 
India, provided' the purchase con¬ 
sideration is made in foreign ex¬ 
change out of remittances from 
abroad. 

What amount has been fetched 
by the India Development Bonds 
(IDB) and Foreign Exchange Remit¬ 
tances schemes? 

US $ 1,750 million (Rs 4,462.50 
crore). IDB fetched $ 753 million and 
remittances $ 997 million. 

'Project ElephanP, an ambitious 
effort for conservation of elephants, 
is to be executed in which States? 

Assam, Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, 
Karnataka, Kerala, Meghalaya, 
Nagaland, Orissa, Tamil Nadu and 
West Bengal. 

What was the number of 
foreign tourists that visited India in 
1991? 

16,77,461. The foreign exchange 
earned was approximately Rs 2,918 
crore. 

What was the rate of population 
growth of hadia in 1990-91? 

2.11. Ip 1951 it was 1,25. The 
birth rate declined from 39.9 in 1950- 
51 to ^,9 per thoq^nd in 1990-91. 
The life expectancy has increased 
from 32 years in 1950-51 to 59 years 
in 1990-91. 
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What is the Central plan outlay 
for 1992-93? 

Rs 48,407.08 crore. It was Rs 
42,968.75 crore for 1991-92. 

What is the name of the largest 
ship to be built indigenously? 

Jawaharlal Nehru. The 86,000 
toimes capacity vessel has been built 
by the Cochin Shipyard. 

Which foreign currency is 
being used by the Reserve Bank of 
India as the intervention currency? 

Dollar. Previously it was Pound 
Sterling. 

What was the overall net profit 
of public enterprises in 1990-91? 

Rs 2,367.74 crore. This was less 
by 38 jjer cent from Rs 3,788.87 crore 
in 1989-90. 

What is INS Rajali? 

It is the naval air station of In¬ 
dian Navy situated at Arakkonam 
near Madras. 

Who is the Commanding Of¬ 
ficer of the UN Protection Force 
(UN-PROFOR) for Yugoslavia? 

Gen Satish Nambiar of Indian 
Army. 

Where is the World's Oldest 
Zoo situated? 

London. 

What are the highlights of the 
new five-year export-import policy 
(1992-97)? 

—Trade is free, subject only to a 
negative list of imports and a 
negative list of exports. 

—Stable policy for five years, 1992- 
97. 

—Negative import list is smallest 
ever. Consumer goods will con¬ 
tinue to be under restraint. 

—^Special import facilities for hotels 
and tourism industry and for 
sports bodies. 

—Import of capital goods 

liberalised. 

—Second hand capital goods import 
allowed, in some sectors even 
without licence. 

—EOU scheme and EPZ scheme 
liberalised. 

What average growth target has 
been fixed in the 8th plan? 

5.6 per cent per year for next five 


years, taking 1991-92 as the base 
year. 

What per cent increase in Bte 
import of petroleum products has 
been projected by the end of 8th 
Flan period in 19^97? 

58 per cent. Imports are stated to 
rise from a level of 10.69 million ton¬ 
nes in 1991-92 to 16.91 million tonnes 
in 1996-97. 

What was the growth rate of 
deposits in the Indian banking sys¬ 
tem in calendar year 1991? 

18.7 per cent. It was 14.1 percent 
in 1990. The aggregate deposits of all 
scheduled banks, as on the last 
Friday of December 1991 stood at Rs 
2,19,542 crore. 

What was the Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) in 1990-91? 

At constant prices (1980-81) GDP 
is estimated at Rs 2,10,477 crore as 
against Rs 1,99,329 crore during pre¬ 
vious year. 

At current prices GDP is es¬ 
timated at Rs 4,72,599 crore as 
against Rs 4,01,569 crore. 

The per capita expenditure 
during 1990-91 works out to Rs 408 
at current prices and Rs 1882 at con¬ 
stant prices as against Rs 355 and Rs 
1852 respectively in 1989-90. 

What was the annual rate of in¬ 
flation for 1991-92, based on month¬ 
ly averages of wholesale price 
index (base 1981-82sl00)? 

13.6 per cent. In 1990-91 the rate 
was 10.3 per cent. 

Who is the director of multi¬ 
million dollar film Buddha? 

Mira Nair. Her earlier films are 
Salaam Bombay and Mi^issippi 
Masala. 

As per the latest reports which 
country has the world's largest 
foreign exchange reserves? 

Taiwan—over $ 80 billion. India 
is the only major developing country 
to experience loss of foreign ex¬ 
change reserves during last two 
years. 

Where is the seventh Export 
Processing Zone (EPZ) of India 
coming up? 

Visakhapatnam. The six other 
EPZs are located at Kandla, Santa 


Cruz (Bombay), NOIDA, Madras, 
Falta (near Calcutta) and Cochin. 

The EP2!s are established to pro¬ 
vide an internationally competitive 
and duty-free environment for ex¬ 
port production at k>w costs. 

Name the films produced by 
Satyajit Ray? 

Father Panchali; Aparajito; 
Parash Pathar; Jalsaghar; Apur San- 
sar; Devi; Teen Kanya; Kanchanjun- 
gha; Abhijaan; Mahanagar; 
Charulata; Kapurush-O-Maha- 
purush; Nayak; Cnidiakhana; Gopi 
Gyne Bagha Byne; Aranyer Din 
Raatri; Pratidwandi; Seemabaddha; 
Ashani Sanket; Sonar Kella; Jana 
Aranya; Shatranj Ke fChiladi; Joi 
Baba Felunath; Hirak Rajar D^he; 
Ghare Baire; Ganashatru; Shajha 
Prashajha; Agantuk. 

Which Indian State has the 
lowest per capita income? 

Bihar. 

How many years did Survey of 
India complete in 1992? 

225. 

What was India's trade deficit 
in 1991-92? 

US$1.61 billion as against $ 5.93 
billion in 1990-91. In terms of rupees 
the trade deficit was Rs 3,%9 crore as 
gainst Rs 10,643 crore in 1990-91. 
Tne severe import curbs that had 
been brought into force in the face of 
the extraordinary foreign exchange 
crisis were largely responsible for 
the steep decline in the trade deficit 
during 1991-92. 

Name the Nepalese Sherpa who 
has earned the unique distinction 
of having scaled Mount Everest for 
the seventh time without artificial 
oxygen? 

Mr Ang Rita Sherpa. 

How many elected members of 
Parliament and State assemblies 
constituted the electoral college for 
the election of the ninth President 
of India? 

A total of 4,748 elected members 
of Parliament and State assemblies 
constituted the electoral college (or 
voters) for the election of the ninth 
President of the Republic, held on 
July 13. Of this, 543 members 
belonged to the Lok Sabha, 233 to the 
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Rajya Sabha and 3,972 to the State 
assemblies. The members of as¬ 
semblies in Union Territories were 
not entitled to participate in the elec¬ 
tion of the President. 

But the value of each vote for the 
election of the President is not the 
same. It varies from State to State, 
according to the total p)pulation of 
the State and the number of elected 
MPs and MLAs as per the formula 
laid down in the Constitution. The 
voting will be on the basis of propor¬ 
tional representation by means of a 
secret ballot. Under the 42nd 
Amendment to the Constitution, the 
population figures of the 1971 census 
formed the basis for this purpose. 

How many countries are mem¬ 
bers of International Monetary 
Fund (IMF)? 

165. 

Where was the Earth Summit 
held? 

Rio De )aneiro, Brazil. 

What does Maastricht treaty 
pertain to? 

Maastricht treaty was for¬ 
malised to pave way for the integra¬ 
tion of Europe as one economic 
block. The treaty has run into rough 
weather because the people of Den¬ 
mark have rejected it. The treaty re¬ 
quired ratification by all member 
countries. 

Who has been appointed as 
head of the 10th Finance Commis¬ 
sion? 

K.C. Pant, former Defence Mini¬ 
ster. The 9th Finance Commission 
was headed by Mr N.P.K. Salve. 

The Finance Commission has 
been constituted under Article 280 of 
the Constitution and of the Finance 
Commission (Misc Provisions) Act. 
It is to submit its rep>rt by Novem¬ 
ber 30,1993 covering a period of five 
years commencing on April 1,1995. 

What is Tin Bigha? 

It is a 178 metres by 85 metres 
strip of land on West Bengal- 
Bangladesh border which has been 
leas^ for 99 years to Bangladesh. It 
will be used by Bangladesh as a cor¬ 
ridor to help it exercise its 
sovereignty over Dahagram and An- 
garpota. 


The Guinness Book of Records 
has recognised Air India for what 
achievement? 

The book has recognised Air- 
India's historic and herculean effort 
of airlifting over a lakh stranded In¬ 
dian Nationals from Amman during 
August-OcU)ber 1990 as a record. 

Name the Indian designer who 
has been listed in the Guinness 
Book of World Records for design¬ 
ing the smallest greeting card? 

Mr Sushil Sakhuja, a resident of 
Kontagaon in tribal Bastar district of 
Madhya Pradesh. 

Name the capital of Bosnia? 

Sarajevo. 

Which district is the smallest 
district of India? 

South Garo Hills in Meghalaya. 

Name Asia's oldest newspaper? 

'Bombay Samachar'. 

What is path kar? 

It is the toll tax introduced by a 
State which is levied on every entry 
into the State by all transport 
vehicles registered in other States. 

Which city played host to the 
1992 G-7 summit? 

Munich, Germany. G-7 is group 
of seven richest nations of the world. 
These are: USA, UK, Germany, 
France, Italy, Canada and Japan. 

Which game made its debut in 
Olympic Games at the Barcelona 
Olympics? 

Badminton. 

What was the motto' of Bar¬ 
celona Olympic Games? 

'Friends for life'. 

Who was the flag-bearer of the 
Indian contingent at the opening 
ceremony parade of Barcelona 
Olympics? 

Shiny Wilson. 

Name the only Indian to have 
broken an Olympic record? 

Milkha Singh in 400 metres race 
in 1960 Rome Olympics. The Olym¬ 
pic record then was 45.9 and Milkha 
Singh clocked 45.6 behind Otis Davis 
and Carl Kaufmann, both credited 
with 44.9 and Malcolm Spence of 
South Africa who breasted the tape 


in 45.5. Incidentally, that was the last 
time the South Africans took part in 
Olympics. 

Where were the first modern 
Olympics held? 

Athens. 

Which city holds the distinction 
of hosting Olympics on three oc¬ 
casions? 

London (1908,1944 and 1948). 

What do the five circles of the 
Olympic symbol represept? 

Continents. 

What milestone was achieved 
by Kapil Dev in the Test match 
played at Perth, Australia on 
Februaiy 3,1992? 

Kapil Dev claimed his 400th Test 
victim, a milestone only crossed by 
Sir Richard Hadlee of New Zealand. 

In the Brisbane cricket Test 
match against Australia played in 
last week of November 1991 what 
record was made by Kapil Dev? 

Kapil's 4 for 90 put him level, at 
380, with England's Ian Botham as 
the second highest wicket-taker in 
Test cricket. Sir Richard Hadlee now 
retired, leads the field with 423. 

What percentage of Indians live 
below poverty line? 

29.9 per c^nt. As per the latest 
figures available Uttar Pradesh has 
the maximum number of people 
(4.48 crore) living below the poverty 
line. 

As per the 1991 figures what is 
the literacy rate of India? 

.52.11 per cent. 

Mitti Ke I^ng, a ten-part serial 
telecast by the Doordarsiian, was 
based on stories of which eminent 
author? 

Mohan Rakesh. 

What amount of crude oil 
production was registered by India 
in 1991-92? 

30.3445 MMT. It was 33 MMT in 
1990-91. 

Name the countries which as¬ 
sert their claim over the Spratly Is¬ 
lands, a cluster of small islands and 
reefs in the South China Sea. 

China, Vietnam, Taiwan, 
Malaysia, Brunei and the Philip- 
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pines. 

What record has been made by 
the Master Gain-92 scheme of the 
Unit Ihist of India? 

The scheme received 5.2 million 
applications, thus mopping more 
than Rs 4,200 crore. This is a world 
record. The highest number of such 
applications recorded was earlier 
crraited to a British company, with a 
figure of 4 million. 

What is Shantidaan? 

It is a new electric locomotive of 
the WAG-7 class, designed, 
developed and built by the Chit- 
taranjan Locomotive Works. The 
locomotive has been named Shan¬ 
tidaan by Mother Teresa. 

The 50th anniversary of which 
historical event was celebrated by 
India on August 9,1992? 

"Quit India" Movement. 

Which area has been named 
August Kranti Udyan? 

The lawns around the India Gate 
in Delhi. 

Who is the head of the 30-metn- 
ber Joint Parliamentary Committee 
(JPC) which is enquiring into the 
securities scam? 

Ram Niwas Mirdha. 

What was the purpose of the 
Constitution (77th Amendment) 
Bill, 1992? 

It included Konkani, Manipuii 
and Nepali in Eighth Sch^ule of the 
Constitution. The Eighth Schedule 
now has 18 languages. The other 15 
are: Assamese, Bengali, Gujarati, 
Hindi, Kannada, Kashmiri, 
Malayalam, Marathi, Oriya, Punjabi, 
Sans^it, Sindhi, Tamil, Telugu and 
Urdu. 

The advantages of being in the 
Eighth Schedule are that the govern¬ 
ment takes on the responsibility of 
developing and propagating the lan¬ 
guage. It appears on currency notes 
and oecomes a part of the three-lan¬ 
guage formula mat exists in all Stat^ 
except Tamil Nadu. People who 
speaK an Eighth Schedule language 
have the right not to have another 
language imposed upon them. 

The first South Asian festival of 
SAARC countries will held in 


which country? 

India. 

Which country is the current 
Chairman of Non-aligned Move¬ 
ment (NAM)? 

Indonesia. The 10th summit of 
NAM was held at Jakarta, capital of 
Indonesia from September1,1992. 

Which city of India will 
celebrate in 1993 2,600 years of ex¬ 
istence? 

Bhubaneswar, Orissa. 

What is TV Asia? 

It is claimed to be the world's 
first Asian satellite television chan¬ 
nel. It has been launched in London 
by superstar Amitabh Bachchan. 

Name the islands over which 
there is a dispute between Japan 
and Russia? 

Kurile islands. 

Name the President of World 
Bank? 

Lewis Preston. 

Which district enjoys the 
monopoly in the commercial 
production of mehendi (rosemary) in 
India? 

Pali district in Rajasthan. 

What does Chilika project per¬ 
tain to? 

Chilika project is a joint venture 
between government of Orissa and 
Tatas for shrimp farming. There has 
been a controversy going on regard¬ 
ing this project. Shrimp farming is 
said to have a negative impact on the 
environment. 

Who is the director of the film 
"Little Buddha"? 

Bernardo Bertolucci, famous 
Italian director. He is known for his 
film "Last Emperor". 

What important event took 
place on October 15,1932? 

JRD Tata heralded the birth of 
civil aviation in India with his epoch 
making flight from Karachi to Bom¬ 
bay. 

Name the first woman to be¬ 
come head of the Union Public Ser¬ 
vice Commission? 

Rose Milian Bathaw. 

During 1981-1991 which State 


witnessed the highest population 
growth rate? 

Nagaland (56.86 per cent). 

Which Indian playback singer 
completed 50 golden years of 
playback singing in 1992? 

Lata Mangeshkar. 

What name has been given to 
New Delhi-Bombay AC Express 
(2953A1954)? 

August Kranti Rajdhani Ex¬ 
press. 

What is radio paging? 

It is a one-way communication 
that permits a person to be on the 
move with a guarantee that he could 
be anywhere the facility is available. 
On October 2,1992 Bombay became 
the first city to have a modem paging 
system. 

The teleserial Bharat Ka Lai is 
based on life of which historical 
personality? 

Former Prime Minister, Lai 
Bahadur Shahtri. 

What is Sotheby? 

It is internationally known auc¬ 
tion company. 

Who is Ms Medha Patkar? 

She is the leader of the Narmada 
Bachao Andolan. 

Who headed the committee to 
inquire into the stock scam or the 
biggest scandal in India's financial 
sector? 

Deputy Governor of RBI, Mr R. 
Janakiraman. 

For what purpose was the 
Narasimhan Panel constituted? 

It was constituted to study the 
financial system of India and suggest 
methods to improve the banking sys¬ 
tem. It has suggested that: (1) Ban on 
private sector banks should go; (2) 
Realistic interest rate policy should 
be followed; (3) There should be no 
more nationalisation; (4) Common 
staff recruitment should be 
abolished. 

For what purpose was the Raja 
Chelliah Committee formed? 

The Raja Chelliah Committee 
was formed to give suggestions on 
tax reforms. 

Which day was celebrated as 
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World Habitat Day? 

October 5. 

Which year will be celebrated 

as Rashtriya Chetm Varsh? 

1993. The year marks centenary 
of Swami Vivekanand's Bharat Parik- 
rama which climaxed in his epochal 
speech at the Parliament of Religions 
in Chicago in 1893. 

Which day is celebrated as 
World Population Day? 

July 11. 

Which day is observed as 
Doctors' Day? 

July 1. 

Which day is celebrated as 
World Architecture Day? 

July 1. 

Which day was observed by the 
government as 'Anti-terrorism' 
day? 

May 21, the first death anniver¬ 
sary of the former Prime Minister, 
Mr Rajiv Gandhi. 

On which day is World 
Telecommunication Day cele¬ 
brated? 

May 17. 

Which day was celebrated as 
World Solar Energy Day? 

May 3. 

Which day is observed as World 
Disabled Day? 

March 15. 

On what day is the Internation¬ 
al Women's Day celebrated? 

March 8. 

What is the purpose of Over 
The Counter Exchange of India 
(OTCED? 

> The exchange has been set up for 
trading in shares of small companies. 

What is Net Assets Value 
(NAV)? 

The net assets value of a finan¬ 
cial scheme is a number which repre¬ 
sents the value in rupees per hind 
unit as on a particular date of the 
assets of the fund less liabilities and 
outstanding expenses. NAV is calcu¬ 
lated per fund unit. 

What is International Maritime 
Satellite Organisation (INMAR¬ 
SAT)? 


INMARSAT is a London based 
cooperative of 65 countries. India is a 
founder member. It provides global 
mobile satellite communication for 
commercial and distress safety ap¬ 
plications at sea, air and land. 

What is CRISIL? 

CRISIL or The Credit Rating In¬ 
formation Services of India Ltd is an 
agency, approved by the Reserve 
Bank of India, that issues credit 
rating certificates to firms. 

What is "dividend balancing"? 

Dividend balancing pertains to 
balancing the outflows on account of 
dividend payments by export earn¬ 
ings over a period of time. This was 
one of the conditions imposed in the 
industrial policy. But foreign inves¬ 
tors had found it as an irritant. On 
June 19, 1992 the government 
withdrew this condition for all ex¬ 
cept the industries in the consumer 
goods sector. 

What is ISO-9000 certificate? 

The certification is a stringent 
quality control standard for 
electronic goods that is essential for 
any Indian exporter to compete in 
international markets, particularly 
in the European community. 

The department of electronics 
has reacheci an understanding with 
the British Standards Institution to 
facilitate issuance of ISO-9000 cer¬ 
tification in India. 

India became the 113th country 
to sign the convention of the Multi¬ 
lateral Investment Guarantee 
Agency (MIGA). What is MIGA? 

MIGA is the affiliate of the world 
bank group. It was established in 
1988 with the primary objective of 
encouraging the flow of foreign in¬ 
vestment into developing member 
countries. 

The agency provides insurance 
to foreign investors against political 
risks (currency transfer, expropria¬ 
tion, war and civil disturbance and 
breach of contract). It also assists 
member countries in increasing the 
attractiveness of their investment 
climate by offering promotional and 
advisoiy services to governments. 

What is "Eco Marie"? 

"Eco Mark" is the labelling 


scheme introduced in India for any 
product which is environment 
friendly from cradle to grave (entire 
life cycle). This implies that the 
product's manufacturing process, 
usage and dispo'sal should not, in 
any way, harm the environment. 

The labelling, on the lines of the 
ISI mark, will be granted by the 
Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS). 
The labelling is voluntary. 

With introduction of this labell¬ 
ing scheme India joins environment 
conscious countries such as Ger¬ 
many (Blue Angel), Sweden (White 
Swan), Canada (Eco Logo) and 
Japan. 

What is LERMS? 

Liberalised Exchange Rate 
Management System (LERMS) is the 
scheme to cover the partial rupee 
convertibility. 

What are the main functions of 
the Securities and Exchange Board 
of India (SEBD? 

The main functions of SEBI are; 
to provide investor protection, 
promote the development of the 
capital market and regulate the 
functioning of the securities market. 

It would also regulate the working of 
collective investment schemes in¬ 
cluding mutual funds. 

What is the purpose of National 
Renewal Fund (NRF)? 

NRF is a non-statutory fund that 
would cover the requirements of 
labour in industries that may have to 
resort to retrenchment, retaining or 
redeployment of labour as a result of 
modernisation and technology 
upgradation. The fund would also 
cover the requ irements for providing | 
a social safety net to workers 
retrenched from side and closed 
units. 

What is 'stockinvest'? 

This is a new scheme announced 
by the Indian government under 
which the money of the applicant, 
applying for shares, would continue 
to remain in his account and only to 
the extent he is successful in obtain¬ 
ing allotment of shares, the stock in¬ 
strument will be encashed by the 
company issuing shares. 
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vantageous to young 
readers. It would really be 
fine if you include some¬ 
thing on Tourism. 


ONE PEOPLE, ONE NATION I 

{MARCH 93 EDITORIAL) j 

Concerted efforts of all 
citizetis are urgently needed 
to remove the stigma of 
communalism from our 
giant democracy. Mobilisa¬ 
tion of views on certain im¬ 
portant issues is essential 
far unity and integrity of 
the country. 'The need of the 
hour is to do everything 
possible to uphold the 
basic principles enshrined 
in our Constitution. WIp 
should forget our differen¬ 
ces ana work together for 
all-round development of 
the country so that we can 
truly describe ourselves as 
"one people, one nation". 

Amit Chakraborty 

Nete Del III 

When India stands on 
the razor's edge, we have <i 
whole set of cockle¬ 
brained, inefficient and cor¬ 
rupt leaders. They are 
doing nothing for our 
country's uplift, except 
bringing poverty, causing 
more unemployment ana 
debilitating the economy. 

They haveblended religion 
with politics for their per¬ 
sonal gain. By electing such 
persons as our leaders, we 
have put our country in 
jeopardy. 

Pankaj Kumar Sinha 

Begusarm 

REVIEW OF CONSTITUTION 

{MARCH ‘93 COVER STORY) 

There is a loud hue and 
cry from every nook and 
comer of the country for a 
thorough review of the Con¬ 
stitution. In the forefront of 
this campaign are our so- 
called leaders, both politi¬ 
cal and religious. Rightly 
goes the saying: ‘A bad 
workman quarrels with his 
tools.' We have a tendency 
to shift the blame for our 
troubles to the Constitu¬ 
tion. 

There is greater need to 
revieto our own postures 


and actions than to make 
verbal changes in the basic 
law. 

Nirmal 

Rohtak 

This is indeed the time 
to re-think about our Con¬ 
stitution and to rectify the 
errors made by seniors. The 
Constitution should be ap¬ 
plicable to everyone and 
there should not be special 
provisions for any group or 
class of people. 

Sanjiv Mishra 

Kanpur 

COMMON EXAMINATION 
FOR BANK RECRUITMENTS 

The UPSC conducts 
various examinations, in¬ 
cluding those for recmit- 
ment to the civil services 
and CDSE. Would it not be 
better for all the 
nationalised banks to fill 
their vacancies through a 
common examination (once 
or twice in a year) under 
oneBSRB? 

If this is done, can¬ 
didates would be able to 
reduce their examination 
expenses; there would be no 
loss of opportunities for 
one reason or other; lakhs 
of working hours and pre¬ 
cious stationery would be 
saved, and, above all, the 
merit list would be more ra¬ 
tional and fully warranted. 

D.R. Verma 

Bikaner 

CM FEATURES 

I have been a regular 
reader of “C.M." since the 
last 10 years. I find this 
magazine helps to promote 
all-round development of 
every reader. It also shows 
me a great path in my life. 
Your cover features are also 
very informatwe and inter¬ 
esting. Thanks a lot to the 
CM family. 

Susama Saiapathy 

Bhuhmesjvar 

Your netv 'Career'page 
is proving to be highly ad- 


I have been a regular 
reader of CM for the past 
two years. I appreciate 
your attempts to constant¬ 
ly add new features. I 
would like to request you 
to include some 
photographs of eminent 
personalities. 

Lali Shah 

B.H.U. 

The CM has made vast 
strides and it provides 
valuable material, in a 
limited space. The 
magazine is ideal for 
various competitive ex¬ 
aminations. 

I would like to suggest 
that you include a full page 
to science and tecimology, 
updated from the progress 
made in India and abroad. 

It zvould add more colour 
to your magazine. 

Mihir Kumar Mishra 

Berhampur 

Undoubtedly the 'C.M.' 
is proving a masterpiece of 
magazines. The layout of 
your model paragraphs is 
commendable. But I request 
you to allot more space to 
this feature, if you can. 

Ajaz-ul-Haque 

Srinagar 

I am glad to say that I 
have been selected in the 
public sector banks ex¬ 
amination. The credit for 
my success goes wholly to 
“C.M." which fortified my 
efforts. The magazine has 
been flourishing day by day 
by giving various articles 
on current problems. It 
creates the creamy layer 
and makes the youth prag¬ 
matic. 

OAV Krishna Rao 

Raipur (M.P.) 

I would like to ex¬ 
press my thanks to you 
for your interesting excel¬ 
lent articles on current af¬ 
fairs. I have been reading 
the CM for the past three 
years. I also greatly ap- 


precia tey our"Personality 
Development'feature. 

Sunil Chandra 

Madhubani 

Thank you so much for 
adding a new feature. 
General Knowledge 
Crossword. It has made 
CM more valuable, infor¬ 
mative and attractive. 

Amit Kumar ]ha 

Dhanbad 

I have beeq a regular 
reader of CM. II is undoub¬ 
tedly a very useful 
magazine for those seeking 
various jobs and careers. In 
its various features, ar¬ 
ticles and essays, some¬ 
times we don't get 
international statistical 
data; specially in respect of 
defence. As a result of this, 
we hesitate to mention the 
rank and position of our 
country in the defence field. 
Please look into this aspect. 

Ajit Kr Bhowmick 

Midftupore 

The January, 1993 issue 
was very helpful, especially 
the year's Round Up of cur¬ 
rent topics. Hope you will 
publish questions on math¬ 
ematics also. The material 
on current topics of the 
year will help me much in 
preparing for the forthcom¬ 
ing examinations. 

Rajesh Kohli 

Jalandhar 

Thanks a lot for 
publishing a new feature 
"Science Quiz" in the Feb 
'93 issue of CM. It has ful¬ 
filled the need of students 
preparing for General 
Science papers. 

Sunil Kumar 

Muzaffarpur 


May be you have recently 
appeared in any competitive 
examination. 

We shall be grateful if you 
could send us the question 
papers. The original papers 
will be returned along with 
the postage spent by you. 
Your gesture will be highly 
appreciated. 
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EDITORIAL 


People, Party and 
Government 


S >KX'KINCi, shameful, arbitrary, undemucralic, are 
some ol the epithets that liave been used by shrewd 
observers and public analysts, both foreign and Indian, 
in their latest assessments of the situation in this com¬ 
plex country. The highly deplorable riots which oc¬ 
curred in the wake of the Ayodhya episode--the latest 
manifestations of the communal animosities were in 
Bombay where over 6IW people were killed ainl much 
destruction of asst'ts was witnessi'd—brought us much 
discredit. Sensible elements among the vast population 
just cannot understand why neighbours and friends of 
yesterday nithlessly attacked each other, fret'ly using 
weapons ft) stab them, smash their heads and burn their 
houses. I'hc'se misdeeds are still being a.ssiKialed with 
this “strife-torn, undependable country", inhabited bv 
religious fanatics and others, who seem to have lost all 
go«xl .sense' and the virtue of tolerance. Indian 
democracy now stands taintc'd. The unspeakable acts 
are undeniably disgracvhil and anti-Indian. 

While communal eruptions are not an uncommon 
phenomenon and (K'cur with a disconcerting frequency, 
there are also other aspects—and no less deplorable 
aspects of the Indian scene—of continuing governmen¬ 
tal int'fficiency, loss of leaders’ credibility and poor 
organisation of the political parties. According to 
several experts in public administration, one of this 
country's major deficiencies is the lack of efficiency. If, 
by a magic wand, the various wings of the administra¬ 
tion became efficient and effective instead of remaining 
tardy as well as indifferent to the performance of duty 
and generally corrupt, the country would undergo a 
radical transformation. Our Ministers and bureaucrats 
arc enforsed with extTancx)US mattc'rs. They waste the 
limited national resources and unintentionally destroy 
more than they build. No wonder the nation's social 
and economic progress is too slow to be commended. 
And no wonder also that while other countries of the 
third world are forging ahead without hinderances, we 
are left behind at every stage. We do not mend our ways 
and remain iiuiifferent to our fate. This is certainly a pity. 

Then there is the amazing loss of credibility, 
coupled with the intense irresponsibility that has been 
leading to a series of regional and national disasters. 
Prime Ministers and Chief Ministers go back on their 
solemn promises and pledges without a twitch of con¬ 
science. Their sons and other close relations indulge in 


financial transactions verging cm the scandalous. Early 
in March this year both Houses of Parliament were rock¬ 
ed for several hours by the i.ssue of a massive loan taken 
by Prime Minister Narasimha Rao's son, who sought to 
explain away the deal and made it out as a routine af¬ 
fair. But it is hardly fair to bypass the trend of V.l.P.s' 
sons and their minions to treat public money as some¬ 
thing they can play with and handle it as they please. If 
similar transactions by others are regarded as illegal or 
at least unethical, why should those holding positions of 
advantage claim a special privilege? 

It is relevant to recall that the Chief Minister of a 

9 

Slate adjacent to Delhi and his son (who also occupied 
the same post in quick succession), repeatedly treated 
the polity as almc^sl a personal possession to be played 
with as they pleased. It goes to the credit of the people 
that in the last elec'tions they gave a well-deserved 
rebuff to both of them. They have since been wringing 
their hands in despair and accusing their former sup¬ 
porters of deception. 

The latest in the endless series of acts, reflecting the 
blatant misuse of political power, is the open, undis¬ 
guised use of massive Government funds for purely 
party purposes. This became evident through the diver¬ 
sion of I laryana Government funds for making 
elaborate arrangements in connection with the A.I.C.C. 
session in Faridabad. Government work has almost 
c(»mc to a stop in t>rder to derive political benefits 
through an impressive party .show. Thus, Government 
and party are being treated as one. The assets of the 
general public must not be confused with those of a par¬ 
ticular political party. Nation and party must never be 
regarded as one entity. There should be a law to draw a 
clear distinction between the two, as is being done in 
other democratic countries. We are fast losing our claim 
to be a democracy. 

This Government's party mix-up also became evi¬ 
dent in March, in the transfer of a capable Defence 
Minister, Mr Sharad Pa war, to Maharashtra as Chief 
Minister. The implication is that party interests are to be 
promptly preferred to national interests. Switch-over 
operation of this type, with the internal party wran- 
glings, the implicit bickerings and toppling manoeuvres 
reflect little credit on the Central and State Govern¬ 
ments. 
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CONSUMER PROTECTION 
ACT 


F.iviy citizen of this country is a 
consumer. Almost every day he buys 
something or avails of some sendee being 
provided, lack of organisation among the 
consumers has resulted in complacency 
on the part of most consumers towards 
their rights. Cheating by traders and or¬ 
ganisations providing various services is 
taken rather casually and is accepted as a 
way of life. Instances like oivrcluirging, 
black-marketing, adulteration, profiteer¬ 
ing, substandard quality and misleading 
advertisements arc experienced by most 
of us in our day-to-day life. Lack of proper 
service in the form of delayed trains, im¬ 
proper transport, poor telecommunica¬ 
tion, erratic airline sendee, irregular 
water supply, are only a feto examples 
where the absence of consumers organisa¬ 
tion is exploited by the sendee sector. 
Hence, the need for protecting the con¬ 
sumers assumes imptntance. 

Earlier Efforts 

LMOST all developed countries 
in the world have enacted com¬ 
prehensive legislations to protect 
their citizens from overcharging and 
cheating by the traders, manufac¬ 
turers and the organisations offering 
several essential goods and services. 
Prior to 1986 India had several puni¬ 
tive acts like Prevention of Food 
Adulteration Act and Essential Com- 
! modities Act, which in theory were 
adequate to protect the consumers of 
I food products and the essential com- 
! modities from the unscrupulous ele- 
i ments. But, over the years it was 
increasingly realised that these 
I statutes failed to protect the con¬ 
sumers from the malpractices 
adopted by the traders. One major 
deficiency in these acts was that they 
failed to provide speedy relief to the 
consumers. Being punitive in nature, 

. these legislations were basically 
! designed to assist the law enforcing 


agencies to effectively curb the ten¬ 
dencies of profiteering, adulteration, 
black-marketing, etc. A lone con¬ 
sumer a)uld ill-afford to undergo the 
legal complications, exorbitant costs, 
mental harassment and unexplicable 
delays in justice. 

Hence, the need to devise a more 
speedy, progressive and relief-giving 
piece of legislation. 

The Progressive Act 

ONSUMERS Protection Act of 
1986 is one of the most progres¬ 
sive statutes in the country which, 
without insisting on punishment to 
the defaulter, lays emphasis on the 
basic principles of consumer protec¬ 
tion. It was for the first time that a law 
recognised the rights of consumers, 
which could be enforced with a 
simple proce-ss of law. The Act has 
adequate provisions for providing 
speedy justice, compensation and 
damages, to the harassed amsumer. 
The Act is applicable to all goods and 
services except those which are 
specifically exempted by the govern¬ 
ment and covers private, cooperative 
and public sector enterprises. It is, 
thus, for the first time that the public 
sector has been made accountable to 
the consumers. 

Interestingly, for the first time the 
rights of consumers have been recog¬ 
nised and codified. As outlined in the 
Consumers Protection Act, the con¬ 
sumer has the right to protections 
from commodities harmful to life and 
property; right to have information 
about quality, quantity, purity, price 
and standards; right to select ap¬ 
propriate brand; right to be heard at 
various platforms; right to receive 
compensation and damages in the 
event of unfair trade practices and 
exploitation by the traders; and right 
to receive information as ought to be 


received by a consumer. 

An individual who pays the 
complete cost for a good or service to 
procure it for his own consumption is 
recognised as a consumer in the Act 
and is covered under the scope of the 
protection mechanism. However, im¬ 
moveable property and services 
provided fitx of cost are excluded. 
The Act provides for a three tier sys¬ 
tem with a National Commission at 
the national level, a State Commis¬ 
sion at the State and Union Territory 
level and District Consumer Forums 
at the district level. Complaints in¬ 
volving a sum of upto Rs 1 lakh are 
filed before the District Forums and 
more than Rs 1 lakh but upto Rs 10 
lakh before the State Commission. All 
complaints above Rs 10 lakh are 
heard by the National Commission. 
There is a provision for appeals 
against the orders which may be filed 
by the aggrieved parties before the 
next higher echelon. 

Simple Procedure 

HE proceedings are quasi-judicial 
in nature but are disposed of in a 
summary manner. Tire usual lengthy 
and complicated court procedures 
have been done away with and a 
complainant can file a complaint on a 
simple paper without the court fee 
and without any assistance of a 
lawyer. Hence, all complaints involv¬ 
ing overcharging, cheating, black¬ 
marketing, unethical profiteering, 
improper service, poor quality, etc. 
may be filed by the customer himself, 
by any voluntary organisation or by 
the Government. The complaint must 
invariably contain the circumstances 
giving rise to the complaint, costs in¬ 
curred and loss suffered by the com¬ 
plainant, relevant documents, if any, 
and name, address and signatures of 
the complainant. A complaint is re- 
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a uired to be disposed of within ‘>0 
ays of its filing. 

In an interesting case from Mad¬ 
hya Pradesh, a complaint was filed 
against a leading tletergent manufac¬ 
turer in the District Consumer 
Forum, walior, in which it was com¬ 
plained that a sticker was used on the 
pack by the company on which 
higher price of the product w’as men¬ 
tioned, whereas on removing the 
sticker, a lower price was found to be 
originally printed. The District 
Forum decided the case against the 
manufacturer and awarded the 
refund of excess charged plus Rs 
200 as costs, in addition to Rs 2.'50 
as advocate's fee. When the 
manufacturer went in appeal 
against the order, the State Com¬ 
mission upheld the decision of the 
District Forum. 

The ca.se was finally disposed of 
in the .second appeal by the final ap¬ 
pellate authority during lanuary 
199.T In a landmark order, the Na¬ 
tional Commission upheld the prac¬ 
tice of pasting stickers, yet at the 
same time required the shopkeepers 
to display prominently on a board 
the Government notification, if any, 
or any changes in taxes with the effec¬ 
tive date, due to which the change in 
prices of the concerned ci>mmtKlity 
vvas necessitated. This is a legal re¬ 
quirement under the Essential Com¬ 
modities Act. As a result the 
consumer could cros.s-check the 
reason for higher rates from the said 
notification. In absence of such a dis¬ 
play, the seller could be held respon¬ 
sible for violating the law. 

Chequered Implementation 

HE Central and State Govern¬ 
ment were made responsible for 
setting-up the implementation 
machinery in all districts and 
States, as envisaged in the Act. To 
start with the progress on im¬ 
plementation was very slow, with 
the Act making its existence felt 
only in cities and few big tt)wns. 
Rural consumers, who are more 
gullible and susceptible to cheating, 
were not covered. 

The process received impetus as 
a result of an order passed by the 
Supreme Court in a case filed in 


public interest litigation. During the 
hearings of this case the Supreme 
Court insisted on personal ap¬ 
pearance of Secretaries of Food and 
Supplies of several State govern¬ 
ments. The Supreme Court directed 
that the State governments must 
depute the District and Sessions 
Judges to act as District Consumer 
Forum to start with and hear the 
complaints of the consumers under 
the Act on three alternate days in a 
week. The State governments were 
also directed to set up inde¬ 
pendently working District Con¬ 
sumer Forums within a period of 
one year. 

Information Gap 

ERELY setting-up of ret^uired 
machinery cannot automat¬ 
ically translate into effective im¬ 
plementation of an Act of such 
nature. Vigorous implementation re¬ 
quires extensiv'e education of the con¬ 
sumers about the provisions of the 
Consumer Protection Act. In a 
ciumtry like ours, where about half of 
the population is illiterate and over 
one-third lives in abject poverty, con¬ 
sumer awarene.ss assumes greater 
importance. Government is making 
some attempts to educate people 
through radio, television and print 
media, but the efforts leave much to 
be desired. 

Efforts of the government alone 
are not going to make a dent on con¬ 
sumer ignorance. A more com¬ 
prehensive awareness programme, 
primarily aimed at rural consumers, 
needs to be launched. A niral con¬ 
sumer, for whom cheating, over¬ 
charging and sub-standard quality is 
a day-to-day phenomenon, is the 
most vulnerable category and needs 
to be on top of the agenda of con¬ 
sumer awareness. 

A comprehensive plan, therefore, 
to cover every Panchayat, if not every 
village, under a consumer education 
prtigramme needs to be launched. In 
a given timeframe, regular consumer 
information camps, sponsored by the 
government agencies, is one of the 
remedies. Such camps could be con¬ 
ducted by village Panchayats and 
Mahila Mandals. To make such an 
awareness programme truly a 




I 


people's programme, the voluntary 
organisation have a very vital role to 
play. The time is ripe for voluntary 
agencies to come forward and 
embrace the cause of consumer 
awareness and protection in rural 
areas. 

At present the number of com¬ 
plaints received by the District 
Forums are not in proportion to the 
offences of consumer cheating which 
take place every day* The common 
man today is reluctant to complain to 
a court or forum, being apprehensive 
of unduly long delays and high cost 
of justice. Hence, there is a need to 
change the psyche, attitudes and 
practices. To achieve this the press 
has a very important role to play. All 
the important cases, decided in 
favour of consumers at District, State 
or National level, must be given 
prominent coverage so that the com¬ 
mon man gets encouraged to shun 
past practiced of reluctance to get jus¬ 
tice. 

Future Prospects 

I N addition to improving the con¬ 
sumer awareness, organising the 
consumers to protect themselves is 
another important solution. The 
trend towards consumer organisa¬ 
tion, which is already catching on in 
urban areas, provides much needed 
psychological boost to a consumer to 
make efforts to protect his rights. The 
complaints lik'd through such con¬ 
sumer orgasnisations also carry more 
weight before the fora. 

Another aspect which needs spe¬ 
cial mention is the actions on the part 
of State governments. Under the Act, 
both Centre and States are competent 
to file complaints in the general inter¬ 
est to dole out justice to the con¬ 
sumers. But the number of 
complaints filed by the government 
are very few. The government offi¬ 
cials still prefer to file the cases 
against the offender under the puni¬ 
tive and traditional acts like Preven¬ 
tion of Food Adulteration Act and 
Essential Commodities Act. Such an 
action does not provide any relief to 
the consumer Snd at times the of¬ 
fender is also acquitted. There is a 
need, therefore, to change the at¬ 
titudes at this level. 


680 APRIL'93 COMPETITION MASTER 


SPECIAL FEATURE-II 


Multiple Gains from V.I.P.S’ 
Visits 


During the last uvek of fattuari/, 
1993, India had the distinction of visits 
by two top-rank leaders—first Mr 
Major , Prime Minister of Great Britain, 
and secondly, Mr Boris Yeltsin, Presi¬ 
dent of Russia. The talks they held in 
Delhi will surely promote peace and 
stability in the sub-continait. Normally, 
visits foreign VIPs are formal affairs 
and the public pronouncements relating 
to their visits and the statements issued 
after their talks with their Indian 
counterpart mostly comprise platitudes, 
cordial greetings and good wishes for fu¬ 
ture relationships. But in the case of the 
talks held by Mr Major and Mr Yeltsin 
the results were highly useful from 
India's standpoint. 

T he notable gains of talks between 
Mr Major and the Indian Prime 
Minister, Mr Narasimha Rao, were: 
(1) Britain affirmed its stand on Kash¬ 
mir, stating that it favoured a settle¬ 
ment on a bilateral basis in the spirit 
of the Simla agreement {i.e. through 
talks between leaders of India and 
Pak). It is clear that Britain has no 
intention of acting as a mediator in 
the dispute. (2) Britain again assured 
fullest cooperation in tackling the 
menace of terrorism in the Indian 
sub-continent. Britain has clearly dis¬ 
approved of the subversive tactics 
being adopted by Pakistani agents in 
the Kashmir Valley. Pakistan thus 
stands virtually isolated on the issue 
at Kashmir. (3) Both India and Britain 
have reached understandings on 
several technical matters. On the 
diplomatic front Britain has pledged 
cooperation at the U.N. and 
reiterated that it woiild notenter into 
any deal with Pakistan which might 
injure the interests of India. (4) The 
British Prime Minister ruled out 
military aid and flow of weapons to 
Pakistan. 

India has gained even more, 


politically and diplomatically, horn 
talks with Mr Yeltsin. His visit to 
India has been described by a Soviet 
spokesman as "a cent per cent 
success". The benefits that have ac¬ 
crued to India from the Russian 
leaders' talks are: (1) A new treaty of 
friendship between India and Russia 
has been initialled. Though not as 
comprehensive as the 1971 Indo- 
Soviet Treaty, because of the changed 
conditions in the international arena, 
the new treaty is almost a guarantee 
of friendship and ciwperadon in the 
coming years. (2) Russia has virtually 
committed itself to the maintenance 
of India's territorial integrity. Be¬ 
sides, Russia and India have signed a 
pact to fight terrorism. This too 
amounts to a warning to Pakistan. 

An Indo-Russian pact was 
signed on the supply of defence 
spares. It may be noted that since the 
crumbling of the Soviet Union, India 
has been facing the problem of re¬ 
equipping its armed forces and filling 
the gaps created by the interruption 
in the flow of weapons and spares for 
various branches of armed forces. 
There has happily been a tie-up in 
high-level technical areas between 
the two countries. The debt crisis be¬ 
tween the two countries has also been 
resolved, much to the relief of these 
concerned with the management of 
financial affairs. 

The end of the Anglo-US tilt 
towards Pakistan has coincided with 
Mr Yeltsin's move to forge close ties 
with India. To an extent this is shaped 
by the emerging post-cold war 
realities after the collapse of the 
Soviet Union and the Warsaw Pact. 
With the West's need, to encircle a 
super-power committed to com¬ 
munist ejmansionism, over, Pakistan 
has lost the strategic significance it 


once enjoyed as a member of the anti- 
Soviet alliance. 

Yeltsin's Successful Trip 

CCORDING to the head of the 
South Asia division in the Rus¬ 
sian Foreign Ministry, Mr Boris 
Yeltsin's visit to India was a "100 per 
cent" success. All issues planned for 
discussion in India were discussed 
and solved. Russia confirmed its in¬ 
tention to re-orient its foreign policy 
towards Asia. Now the Russian 
foreign policy "is balanced enough 
and does not tilt to the West". 

The special features of Indo- 
Soviet ties during the past few 
decades gave place to a pragmatic 
reassessment. The mutually benefi¬ 
cial points of the past have endured 
and the change has come over 
smoothly and to the satisfaction of 
both parties. Russia and India have 
shaken off the misunderstandings of 
the Cold War days and have re-estab¬ 
lished friendship. An important mile¬ 
stone in this process is the agreement 
on repayment of India's debt to Rus¬ 
sia, as the successor State of the 
Soviet Union. 

Given the wide gamut of rela¬ 
tions, it is safe to speculate that Rus¬ 
sia and India have put behind them 
the turmoil and uncertainties of the 
past two years and set themselves on 
the road to friendly contacts and 
fruitful trade. 

New Treaty: Several treaties 
providing for wide-ranging coopera¬ 
tion were signed during Mr Yeltsin's 
visit. Of these the most important ■ 
was the new treaty of friendship. It 
has to be noted that the new treaty 
has dropped the clause which 
provided for mutual consultations in 
case of external threats. In the current 
context, India does not need a 
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security umbrella which the clause 
provided earlier. Gone are the days 
when the Western powers, notably 
the US and UK, and regional security 
pacts sponsored by them, tilted 
towards Pakistan. Both the US and 
EEC are now close'r to India's posi¬ 
tion on many issues. 

The treaty projects India as a non- 
aligned nation not burdened with the 
ideological baggage of the past. It not 
only excludes a mention of "a nuclear 
free world", a cause espoused by Mr 
Gorbachov's New Delhi Declaration 
of 1986, but its emphasis on the need 
to have "minimum defence 
capabilities", to promote peace and 
stability, suggests an understanding 
of the Indian stand on nuclear 
proliferation. Mr Yeltsin's remark 
that the nuclear issue was not di.s- 
cussed belies the expc'ctation that 
Russia would pressurise India to sign 
the NI^T. 

President Yeltsin's assurance ex¬ 
tending unqualified support to India 
in international fora on Kashmir will 
add to Pakistan's growing isolation 
on the issue. President Yeltsin's 
veiled promise to consider India's 
case for a permanent seat in the UN 
Security Council with sympathy is 
welcome. Moreover, Russia has as¬ 
sured support for India's role in the 
world and the region. This comes 
without giving the impression of a 
special relationship, particularly in 
the field of defence supplies. While 
Mr Yeltsin's three-point plan in this 
matter, which includes joint ventures 
and transfer of technology, seeks to 
ensure flows of spares and upgrada- 
tion of arms and equipment tought 
in the past, all future transactions will 
be on hard commercial terms. At the 
same time, the sale of cryogenic en¬ 
gines for the space programme, 
despite protests by the US, as also Mr 
Yeltsin's offer of trainer aircraft, will 
enhance India's bargaining power 
with the West. 

Pact to fight terrorism: Russia 
and India decided to coordinate their 
activities and exchange information 
and experience to combat different 
manifestations of terrorism, or¬ 
ganised crime and illegal arms trade. 
The two countries would also ex¬ 
change information on checking in¬ 


ternational illegal economic activities 
and contraband and render mutual 
assistance in search of persons 
suspected of committing crimes, in¬ 
vestigation of which is within the 
competence of the two countries. 

No military aid to Pak: The Rus¬ 
sian President firmly ruled out any 
military or technical aid to Pakistan. 
Mr Yeltsin said Moscow leaked for¬ 
ward to improvement of Indo-I’akis- 
tan relations and was willing to 
render whatever assistance it could 
to further this process. He made it 
clear that the new treaty of peace and 
friendship signed by India and Rus¬ 
sia was m>t directed against any other 
country. 

When asked about the absence of 
any provision concerning security ar¬ 
rangements in the new treaty, he 
pointed out that the 1971 treaty was 
intended to imply a relationiship 
directed against a third country. This 
was no longer the case. Moscow now 
wanted to develop bilateral relations, 
but not directed against a third 
country. 

Mr Yeltsin noted the improve¬ 
ment in Sino-Indian and Sino-Rus- 
sian relations and stated that together 
the three countries could emerge as a 
major force for stability in South Asia 
and world peace. Referring to the ef¬ 
forts being made by India and China 
to overcome mistrust, he said: "We 
are sympathetic to the positive chan¬ 
ges in the relationship between the 
two great neighbours." While Russia 
wanted to devote attention to rela¬ 
tions with various countries in Asia 
and the Pacific, India occupied a 
"special place" because of the long¬ 
standing friendly relations and sym- 



without India. 

British EM/s talks 

HE U.K.-India talks have led to 
bilateral ties to their closest level 
"since independence". During his 
visit, Mr Major's detractors would 
have wanted him to internationalise 
the Kashmir issue, adopt a harsh 
stance on India's approach to the 
Non-proliferation Treaty (NPT) and 
human rights and perhaps even ex¬ 
press concern at the communal tur¬ 


moil in India. Mr Major disappointed 
them. This speaks for his pragmatic 
style as also for the diplomatic gains 
reaped by India from the wide-rang¬ 
ing talks with the high profile delega¬ 
tion led by him. 

Mr Major's three-point plan on 
the Kashmir problem endorsed the 
Indian stand that all external support 
to terrorism in the troubled State 
should stop and that a solution found 
through bilateral negotiations within 
the framework of the Simla agree¬ 
ment. Seen together with the bilateral 
treaty on extradition of terrorists and 
confiscation of their property signed 
earlier and Mr Major's emphasis on 
cooperation with India to curb both 
terrorism and drug trafficking, the 
British stand adds to Pakistan's 
growing isolation from the Western 
powers. 

Another significance of Mr 
Narasimha Rao's talks with Mr Major 
lies in the signal they have sent to 
communal and disruptive forces. The 
British Premier's appreciation of 
India's commitment to secularism 
and his unequivixal condemnation 
of the threat posed by religious fun¬ 
damentalism to democratic societies 
reinforce the view that the world 
community perfers dealing with a 
secular united India than with a na¬ 
tion which is communally divided 
and at war with itself. 

Kashmir Issue: Apparently, 
Britain is eager to see that India and 
Pakistan reach an agreement on the 
Kashmir problem. During his meet¬ 
ing with a select group of newspaper 
editors in Delhi on January 27 Mr 
Major said that this could be done by 
confidendee-building measures, 
leading to a political process. 
Prolonging the Kashmir problem 
would TC debilitating for both India 
and Pakistan as well as India's 
friends abroad, he said. He also em¬ 
phasised that to arrive at a solution, 
the external support to militants in 
Kashmir should stop forthwith. The 
issue can only be thrashed out by the 
two neighbouring countries and the 
best his country could do was to as¬ 
sist if asked to do so, he said. How¬ 
ever, he clarified that his country 
would assist but not act as an inter- 
mediatory. 
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ESSAY 


Changing Idea of Family Life 


This topic was asked in AAO/LIC 
Examination, 1992. 

ENNYSON'S observation "The 
old order changeth yielding place 
to new" applies universally to almost 
all man-made institutions. But, when 
it affects the family life, the rum¬ 
blings and ramifications ring so close 
to the sensibilities that they cannot go 
unnoticed. And this is what has been 
happening to the family life the 
world over. The changes that have 
come about in the concepts and con¬ 
tours of family life, during the last 
fifty years or so, are quite candid and 
concrete. 

In an organised social set-up, 
family is the most potential pivot 
around which creative as well as con¬ 
structive activities revolve to render 
the present more comfortable and to 
make the future most promising. 
Nearer home, the family life has un¬ 
dergone such motley of metamor¬ 
phosis during the last five decades, 
that it is difficult to say with convic¬ 
tion whethei in the process of the 
changing scenario, we have really 
achieved more stability or stress. 
When ‘an apple cart gets upset or 
jolted due to factors, natural or other¬ 
wise, the resultant shape of things 
throws back many uncomfortable 
questions. And one such develop¬ 
ment that has taken place is the con¬ 
stantly changing idea of family life, 
more intense in the urban milieu than 
in the rural psyche. 

Ideas have ruled the world since 
ages and whatever changes, slow or 
radical, have taken shape during the 
course of history, have had their 
seeds in the minds of men. From the 
joint family to the small family to a 
mixed family or to a single parent 
family, the transformation has been a 
continuous process. Despite the 
strong strings of subordination to 
patriarchal pattern of family life, 
where individuals, whether men or 
women, were bound by family tradi¬ 


tions and by the word of the head of 
the family, the slide towards its col¬ 
lapse has become an eye-opening 
reality of today. 

Earlier the joint family used to act 
as a catalyst and a shock absorber for 
all types of innovations and tragic 
happenings. Then the individual in- 
tere.sts and inclinations were deter¬ 
mined by the family modes of 
thinking and time-te,stcd wisdom. 
Today, in place of a silent submission 
to the dictates of the elders, the 
spectrum is that of resistance border¬ 
ing on defiance. Tire joint family has 
fragmented into many small in¬ 
dividual units. The attitudes of all, 
males and females, young and not 
very young, have radically changed 
towards the etluw and essentials of a 
family life. Tlie explosion and spread 
of liberal ideas through education 
and media, the captivation of 
everybody's attention by the con¬ 
spicuous consumer culture and the 
rat-race to out-smart have led many 
to a breath-taking stride and success 
as also a h«ist of dilemmas, hounding 
and haunting at every .step. 

Unlike the large and unplanned 
families of yester years, the ideal and 
emphasis today is on a small as well 
as a planned family. Coupled with 
these ideas governing the composi¬ 
tion of family life, other factors like 
elite education to children, exposure 
to all types of knowledge and infor¬ 
mation, all-round development of 
their personalities, etc. are equally 
dominant features. Ascending 
aspirations and soaring ambitions of 
both parents ard children have be¬ 
come the most obsessive passions of 
an urban family. 'No price is too high 
to achieve these goals' is the govern¬ 
ing motto, in the pursuit of which 
most other values like concern, cour¬ 
tesy and compassion for others, 
ethics, morality and spirituality for 
self-restraint have been marginalised 
and thus rendered meaningless. 


Economic rather than emotional 
compulsions have become the raison 
d'etre of present day urban middle- 
class family life. The respectable dis¬ 
tance between parents and children 
has narrowed and the relations be¬ 
tween the two entities have become 
more formal and frank. 

Unlike the family in the past, 
that used to provide solace and suc¬ 
cour in moments of crisis, tension 
and trauma, the family today is un¬ 
able to cope with or absorb the 
strains stalking the lives of young 
and old. "The threshold of bearing 
any kind of stress, whether in the 
workplace, family or elsewhere is 
decreasing" is the stark reality star¬ 
ing us in the face. 

There is no denying the fact that 
moderation was the hall-mark of 
family life in the past whereas con¬ 
spicuous living is the distinctive fea¬ 
ture of today. Modesty was a virtue 
then but pomposity is the craze now. 
Excellence in conduct was the norm 
then but expediency is the trick of 
trade now. With living space in the 
urlxm areas slvinking due to a per¬ 
petual migration of population to 
cities, couples working to augment 
their incomes and children kept 
engaged in bettering their job 
prospects in future, the aged are the 
most neglected lot. There is hardly 
any time left with the family for the 
old. 

Recent studies have shown that 
even economic security does not 
necessarily guarantee emotional 
security as parents often end up 
meeting a child's wants but not 
needs. Parents may be present in 
the home, but not available to the 
children. On the other hand, in a 
broken home a woman as a single 
parent may be as effective as both 
parents. There is nothing like the 
emotional security of a stable fami¬ 
ly." 
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PAMAGWAI^H-WKrilNG 


MODEL PARAGRAPHS 


Wonders are many and 
none is more wonderful 
than man. 

—Soylwdfs 

C]od is the greatest miracle- 
maker, the most wonderful weaver 
of wonders and the most subtle 
showman of myriad marvels, both 
in heaven and on this earth. Truly 
speaking Man is the finest reflection 
of God and hence he occupies a 
pride of place among the other 
countless species. Endowed with 
wit and vision, senses and 
spirituality, impulses and intellect, 
he is both an objtvt of wonder and a 
performer of wonderful feats. Cod 
as a flawless artist, has moulded 
man in innumerable shapes and no 
two faces are alike, cither in nature 
or in physical make-up. Each man 
carries in him such marks of dis¬ 
tinction as make him stand out dif¬ 
ferent from others. With 
perceptions and perspectives in 
his mind, conceptions and creative 
colours in his imagination, he is 
an unrivalled wonder of God. In 
fact the entire cosmos is studded 
with God's wonders, big and 
small, sonorous and sublime, but 
the most exciting and exuberant is 
the towering personality of man. 
He, in his multiple n)les, upholds 
God's name with devotion and 
dedication, piety and potency of 
thought and action. 

Experience increases our 
I wisdom but does not reduce 
i our follies. 

j —fosh Billing 

j There is no denying the fact that 
I experience is a grea t teacher but not 

• a great emancipator. It renders us 

• worldly-wise after making us pass 
through the mill of trial and tribula¬ 
tion but it seldom salvages us from 
the blind alley of follies. Experience 


helps us to be on our toes when 
treading unknown paths but it does 
not mitigate the feriK'ity of foolish¬ 
ness that gets stuck to us. Having 
gathered a few tips here and there, 
we cannot boast of ridding oursel¬ 
ves of occasional pit-falls and 
puerile sense of pride in passions 
and possessions. If this were not so, 
the world would have become a 
veritable habitat of peace and har¬ 
mony. Both experiments and ex¬ 
periences, on the theatre of this 
world, bring us monetary gains and 
egoistic elation but in moments of 
introspection, one doc's not fail to 
realise the burden of follies that one 
has been carrying on conscience, 
both constant and corrosive. It is be¬ 
cause of these fearsome follies that 
the world has suffered many a con¬ 
flict and crisis. Despite man's scintil¬ 
lating successes and wizard-like 
wisdom, the dark patches of his fol¬ 
lies have not disappeared altogether 
nor have they become less 
troublest)me and tortuous. 

Order is heaven's first law 

—Alexander Pope 

From disorder to order and 
from confusion to clarity—these are 
the glowing tributes to heaven's 
first law, which admits no excuse or 
alibi for the distortions we bring 
about around us. 'Cleanliness is 
next to gixiliness' is said about 
those who put maximum premium 
on discipline, decorum and decency 
in human passions and pursuits, 
whether for worldly profits or for 
spiritual sanity. Under the guidance 
of heavenly inspiration, sages with 
vision and saints with wisdom, 
have espoused the philosophy of 
rigorous orderliness in human as 
well as social behaviour. Scholars 
and scientists, philosophers and so¬ 
cial reformers, all have preached 
and practised the concept of self¬ 


restraint and self-discipline within 
the parameters of socially accepted 
norms and rules. No society has 
ever made a mark on the^oving 
sands of time without order and ar¬ 
duous labour. Without willingly fol¬ 
lowing the established ethos, we 
can neither please ourselves nor can 
serve the great designs of heaven 
above. 

Try to be pure and 
unselfish—^that is the whole 
of religion 

—SiiHvni Viivknnanda 

Tme religion is neither the 
chanting of hymns nor is it the 
blind bartering away one's sense of 
discretion and discrimination at the 
altar of bigotry. Purity of heart, 
coupled with an unselfish pursuit 
of life's mission, constitute the true 
tenents of religion. Anything con¬ 
templated for solely personal 
profits in view, without giving a 
hoot for the means employed, im¬ 
plies falling straight into the hands 
of the devil. Just as a single rotten 
apple spoils the whole lot, similarly 
an impure and selfish mind pollutes 
the pristine stream of religion and 
social fabric. There is no gainsaying 
the fact that the rites and rituals that 
pass for religion are only the super- 
hcial manifestations of beliefs and 
traditions. In fact the essence of 
religion is felt by those who engage 
themselves in the activities of life 
without making much fuss and fury 
for self-aggrandisement. For a truly 
religious person, pure means are as 
imperative as the noble ends in 
view. It is true that we cannot be¬ 
come angels in our day to day life 
but we can try to be honest and un¬ 
selfish in our daily dealings with 
others. The Lord is pleased with 
those who are true and unselfish 
and thus share their joys with 
others. 
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ARTICLE 


Budget 1993-94: 

Growth Oriented Realism 


The annual budget is not just a 
statement of projections of revenue 
receipts and estimates of expenditure. Of 
late, it has assumed recognition as a 
document denoting the broader policy 
thrust of the Government in the ensuing 
year and also in the years to follow. Due 
to its wide-ranging implications on all 
sectors of the economy, a large section 
of the society now looks forward to the 
new budget every year. The budget for 
1993-94, which was presented before the 
Parliament on February 27, 1993, was 
no exception. 

The Expectations 

HE presentation of the budget for 
1993-94 was marked by high ex¬ 
pectations in almost all sectors. In 
tune with the recommendations of 
the Chelliah Committee on direct and 
indirect taxes, a complete restructur¬ 
ing of the taxation rates was ex¬ 
pected. Income tax payers expected 
enhancement in the income-tax ex¬ 
emption limit as well as reduction in 
the tax rates. Trade and industry ex¬ 
pected substantial relief from exor¬ 
bitant rates of excise and customs, as 
indicated by the Finance Minister 
from time to time. The exporters and 
foreign exchange earners hoped for 
the ratio of partial convertibility to 
rise from 60 : 40 to at least 80 : 20, 
thereby increasing their profitability 
in terms of rupee vis-a^vis US Dollar. 

As per the trend in vogue, just 
before the budget, the Government 
pushed-up the administered prices of 
several commodities like sugar, coal, 
steel, petroleum products, etc. This 
was supplemented by the higher 


rates of freight introduced by the 
Railway Budget for 1993-94. It was, 
therefore, expected that the budget 
might not burden the common man 
with the additional doses of taxes and 
provide some relief instead. 

Selective Thrust 

RESENTING his thitd budget, the 
Finance Minister, Dr Manmohan 
Singh, mainly exbarked upon con¬ 
solidating the gains of economic 
reforms. The main thrust areas of the 
budget, therefore, are the higher 
developmental expenditure, re¬ 
covery and expansion of trade and 
industry, sufficient boost to the ex¬ 
ports to make it a truly national en¬ 
deavour and efforts to keep 
agricultural sector adequately 
profitable and competitive. The com¬ 
mitment to translate the recommen¬ 
dations of Chelliah Committee into 
reality has emphatically been ex¬ 
pressed by the Finance Minister, yet 
the actual implementation has been 
left for the next year's budget. Seem¬ 
ingly, certain selected areas have 
been chosen for making sweeping 
changes in the budget rather than 
taking up all the areas for making 
marginal changes. 

The Proposals 

HE budget for 1993-94 is an effort 
to correct several macro-imbalan¬ 
ces in the economy, which were ac¬ 
ting as impediments to the 
programme of structural reforms. In 
pursuance to this broad objective the 
following measures have been taken 
in this budget; 

1. Encouraging the Exports; The 


budget has taken due care to come up 
to the expectations of the trade and 
industry engaged in exports. In a sig¬ 
nificant step, the dual exchange rate 
system, introduced in the previous 
year's budget, has been abolished 
and as a final step towards full con¬ 
vertibility of rupee on the trade ac¬ 
count, the exporters and foreign 
exchange earners are now allowed to 
convert their entire earnings into 
rupee, at the market rate, making ex¬ 
ports and foreign exchange remittan¬ 
ces more attractive. In addition, the 
banks are being asked to earmark at 
least 10 per cent of their total credit 
for exporters and at the same time 
interest rate on the export-credit has 
been slashed by one per cent. In an 
effort to provide further relief to the 
external sector, interest tax on the ex¬ 
port credit has been done away with. 

The Government has already 
signed the Multilateral Investment 
Guarantee Agency (MIGA) conven¬ 
tion. In addition, several countries in¬ 
cluding the United Kingdom, 
Germany and the United States have 
express^ their interest in signing 
bilateral investment treaties with 
India. These measures are certainly 
going to create a congenial atmos¬ 
phere for foreign investment on a 
large scale. 

2. Indirect Tax reliefs; One of the 
hallmarks of this budget is the mas¬ 
sive reduction in the rates of excise 
and custom duties. While excise duty 
on tea, coffee and instant tea has been 
abolished altogether, drastic cuts are 
proposed on various products of 
mass consumption like vanaspati. 
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biscuits, plywood, matches, writing 
paper, electrical fans, coolers, aircon- 
ditioners, adour televisions, electri¬ 
cal appliances, radio sets, 
automobiles, refrigerators, cosmetics, 
plastic moulded luggage, footwear, 
mattresses, etc. The surchai^e of 15% 
on the excise duty, introduced in 
1988, has been merged with the basic 
excise duty. This measure is expected 
to provide much needed respite to 
the housewives from the rising prices 
of consumer goods. It would also 
provide fillip to all the industries 
manufacturing the above products. 

Drastic cuts in the custom duties 
of several products have been 
proposed. This measure aims at at¬ 
tracting foreign investment and 
making import of foreign capital 
goods and spare parts cheaper, there¬ 
by making industrial products more 
competitive in the international 
market, both technologically and 
cost-wise. The commodities on 
which the import duty has been 
rationalised include capital goods, 
ferrous and non-ferrous metals, 
spares, raw materials, projects, 
machine tools, chemicals, electronic 
projects, bulk drugs, synthetic yam, 
machinery for agro-based industries, 
etc. The auxiliary duty, levied on the 
custom duty, has been abolished and 
merged with the custom duty, and 
the maximum rate of custom duty 
has been reduced from 115 per cent to 
85 per cent. In addition, the export 
duty imposed on the unpolished 
granite and iron ore, has been 
withdrawn. In all, the budget 
provides for a total relief of Rs 4522 
crore. 

3. Direct-Tax Proposals; As 
against expectations, no mass chan¬ 
ges have been put forth in the direct 
taxes. However, the Standard Deduc¬ 
tion for the salaried class has been 
raised from the existing Rs 12,000 to 
Rs 15,000 (from existing Rs 15,000 to 
Rs 18,000 in respect of working 
women) upto an annual income of Rs 
75,000. Individuals'or Hindu Un¬ 
divided Families have been ex¬ 


empted from wealth tax while 
owning one house or part of a house. 
Gift tax exemption limit, which was 
at Rs 20,(XX), has now been revised to 
Rs 30,000. 

In an important step towards 
balanced industrial growth in all 
regions, new industrial undertakings 
in industrially backward States of 
Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal 
Pradesh, Sikkim, Goa, all the north¬ 
eastern States and the Union Ter¬ 
ritories of Andaman and Nicobar, 
Lakshdweep, Dadra and Nagar 
Haveli, Daman and Diu and Pon¬ 
dicherry, are provided a five-year tax 
holiday. In order to supplement the 
efforts of public sector enterprises in 
this field, a similar five-year tax 
holiday is proposed for all new 
power generating and transmitting 
projects, set-up anywhere in the 
country, and alw to all software and 
electronic hardware units set-up in 
technology parks. 

4. Industrial Growth: The 
budget has aptly been described as a 
budget for the industrial sector. In 
addition to the massive relief in the 
indirect taxes and export incentives 
in the form of 100 per cent convert¬ 
ibility of foreign exchange, at the 
market rate, certain specific 
proposals to assist the industries also 
form part of the budget. The in¬ 
dustrial units in the small scale, with 
the capital investment upto Rs 10 
lakh, have been exempted from 
registration as against the earlier 
limit of Rs 7.5 lakh. In addition, the 
initial output upto Rs 30 lakh (ageiinst 
the previous limit of Rs 20 lakh) in the 
new units has been exempted from 
taxes. Moreover, the depreciation al¬ 
lowance on plant and machinery set¬ 
up for environment protection and 
pollution control has been enhanced 
to 100 per cent during the first year 
itself. 

5. Orientation for Development: 
One of the criticisms attributed to the 
previous year's budget was its lack of 
support to the social-sector and the 


Central Plan outlay. In contrast, the 
Central Plan outlay has been hiked 
by an impressive 32 per cent at Rs 
63,936 crore, in the budget for 1993- 
94. As a consequence, die outlay for 
Rural Development has gone up | 
62 per cent to Rs 5010 crore and a 
major boost is expected in the field of 
employment generation through 
renew^ emphasis on the schemes 
like Jawahar Rozear Yojana, 
TRYSEM and IRDP. The outlays of 
other developmental departments 
like Health and Family Welfare, 
Education, Power, Railways, 
Petroleum, Welfare etc have also b^ 
enhanced significantly. 

6. Financial Secton To ensure 
more availability of credit for invest¬ 
ment by all sectors, the maximum 
rate of interest on advances has been 
reduced to 17%, from 18%. Maximum 
interest rate on deposits has also been 
reduced to 11%. EXie to new capital 
adequacy norms, prescribed for the 
banl», the public sector banks will 
have to make huge provisions, 
amounting to over Rs 10,0(X) crore, 
for bad and doubtful debts in their 
portfolios during the next three 
years. To meet this gap during 1993- 
94, the budget has kept a provision 
for Rs 5,700 crore in the form of 
Government bonds. However, the 
public sector banks will be allowed to 
raise fresh equity fiom the capital 
market to meet the additional re¬ 
quirements of capital. Under such an 
eventuality, the Government will 
continue to hold majority of shares to 
retain effective control over the 
banks. Acomprehensive legislation is 
likely to be enacted later this y^r in 
this direction. 

The Achievements 

T o the surprise of many 
economists, the Finance Minister 
has strived to achieve the impossible 
when on the one hand he pegged the 
budgetary deficit at 4%, tire low^t in 
a decade, on the other hand he has 
enhanced the Central Plan expendi¬ 
ture by 32 per cent alongwith a hefty 
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rise in the defence expenditure. At 
the same time excise and custom 
duty concessions, amounting to Rs 
4522 crore, have also been given. This 
has probably been achiev^ by keep¬ 
ing the non-plan outlay at the pre¬ 
vious year's level, by making a 
provision of Rs 3500 crore to be raised 
by disinvesting from the equity of 
public sector undertakings and by 
rise in the excise duty on t 3 ues and 
tubes. It is also expected that the 
lower rates of indirect taxes would 
result in improved performance by 
the entire industrial sector and would 
partially compensate for the revenue 
foregone in concessions. Moreover, 
lower rates of taxes may result in bet¬ 
ter tax-compliance by the industrial 
sector. 

The budget has been welcomed 
by the majority of people in the 
country. It provides the orientation of 
growth to the economy by giving it 
proper direction. The budget is likely 
to be non-inflationery and, at the 
same time, it will help to tight reces¬ 
sion in the industrial sector. In nut¬ 
shell, the budget is being seen as a 
forward looking and a progressive 
one. 

Critical Evaluation 

NDOUBTEDLY, the budget is 
likely to give a renewed impetus 
to the process of liberalisation and 
economic reforms. Yet, there are cer¬ 
tain danger signals that need to be 
tackled carefully. Full convertibility 
is a double-edged sword and due 
caution has to be undertaken to check 
its mflationery impact. Convertibility 
will make the imports dearer and ar¬ 
ticles like petroleum products and 
fertilizers will immediately become 
expensive. Moreover, there is a 
danger that the concessions in excise 
and custom duties may be absorbed 
by the business community in their 
profits. The Goverrunent, therefore, 
will have to be vigilant in this 
regard. 

One of the major criticisms of this 
budget is that liberalised imports 


may adversely atiect the domestic in¬ 
dustry and may result in an invasion 
by the multinational companies. The 
critics maintain that this budget is 
mainly directed towards in¬ 
dustrialists and urbanite shop¬ 
keepers and has nothing for the 80% 
population living in the rural areas. 

The above criticism is not com¬ 
pletely valid. To make the domestic 
industry more competitive, the 
foreign investment will play a sig¬ 
nificant role. Afterall, the policy of 
protection cannot continue forever. 
Calculated risks, therefore, ought to 
be taken in the national interest. It is 


also not true that the budget has 
nothing for die rural areas. 62 per 
cent increase in the allocation for 
Rural Development will certainly go 
to the rural areas. Though no new 
schemes have been drawn up for the 
rural areas, yet adequate strengthor- 
ing of existing programmes is likely 
to safeguard the interests of the rural 
population. The budget, therefore, is 
a qualified success in satisfying 
majority of the population on the one 
hand, and in meeting the objectives 
of policy of reforms on the other. It is 
one step forward towards globalisa¬ 
tion of Indian economy. 


Hi^lights 


* Dual exchange rate of rupee 
abolished. 

* Revenue loss of Rs 4522 crore 
from concessions on customs 
and excise duties. 

* Fiscal deficit for 1992-93 at 5.1 
per cent of GDP (Rs 36722 crore). 
In coming year expected to be Rs 
36,959 croie. 

* Budget deficit reduced from Rs 
7,202 crore to Rs 4,314 crore. 

* Central plan outlay up by 32 per 
cent, pegged at Rs 63,936 crore. 
Budget support for central plan 
hiked by 26 per cent. 

* Minimum bank lending rates 
and maximum bank deposit in¬ 
terest rates lowered by one per 
cent. Interest on export erwit 
also down by one per cent. Inter¬ 
est tax waived on export credit 
from banks. 

* Excise duty structure simplified 
with merger of special duty of 15 
per cent with basic excise duty. 

* Banks to be provided Rs 10,000 
crore towards bad debts. 
Government to advance Rs 5,700 
crore to banks. Banks to be al¬ 
lowed to float shares. Special 
tribunals to enforce recoveries. 

* Basic and special excise duties 
merged. 

* Excise duty exemptions for cof¬ 
fee and tea. 

* Sharp cut in excise on consumer 
duraoles like colour TV, aircon- 
ditioners, refrigerators, radios, 
electric fans, coolers. Also cos¬ 
metics, footwear and biscuits. 


* Tax holiday for new investment 
in industrially backward States 
and Union Territories. 

* Complete tax holiday for five 
years for new projects in power 
sector. 

* Short-term capital gains for 
foreign investors to be taxed at 
30 per cent. 

* No changes in income and cor¬ 
porate taxes. Standard deduc¬ 
tion raised from Rs 12,000 to Rs 
15,000. 

* Gift tax exemption raised to Rs 
30,000. 

* Exemption from wealth tax for 
one residential house. 

* Duty on cars, buses, trucks and 
three-wheelers slashed. Or cars 
from 55 per cent to 40 per cent, 
on three-wheelers and on non- 
petrol trairsport carriers from 23 
per cent to 15 per cent. 

* Maximum customs duty 
brought down from 110 per cent 
to 85 per cent, with some excep¬ 
tions. 

* Central excise exemption for 
registration of SSIs increased 
from Rs 7.5 lakh to Rs 10 lakh. 

* Import duties cut on capital 
goods and project imports (to 35 
per cott); on general machinery 
ho 25 per cent), and on most 
capital goods to three rates of 40 
per cent, 60 per cent and 80 per 
cent. 

* General baggage customs 
duty brought down to 150 per 
cent. 
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COVER FEATURE 


Grassroots Democracy 

Punjab’s Notable Achievement 


Since long it has been felt in India 
that there should be devolution of power 
and decentralisation of administrative 
machinery, by a system in which power 
would he exercised by representatives of 
the local people. The Government, in 
such a system, reserves to itself the func¬ 
tions of guidance, supervision and 
higher planning and, if need be, of 
providing extra finance. 

The vast majority of the Indian, 
people, with no or little assets, have al¬ 
ways had to eke out existence at bare 
subsistence level. An arrangement, 
under which political and administra¬ 
tive power would be truly and effectively 
decentralised, to what is romantically 
but euphemistically called the 
"grassroots" level, would be revolution¬ 
ary in the prevailing situation of extreme 
inequality. 

Decentralisation of Power 




a A • 


IMMEDIATELY 
after independence 
it was felt that 
people's participa¬ 
tion in the political 
process was not 

. coming forth to the 

desirable extent. Hence, community 
development programmes and other 
schemes of social welfare could not 
make satisfactory headway. In 1957, 
the Balwant Kai Mehta Committee 
suggested a remedy—popularly 
known as "democratic decen¬ 
tralisation" scheme. The resultant in¬ 
stitutional arrangements later on 
came to be known as "Panchayati 
Raj". Under this system a large 
measure of autonomy in ptjwers and 
functions is given to local institu¬ 
tions. 


Local sell-Govemment has now 
become an integral part of our na¬ 


tional policy. One of the Directive 
Principles of State Policy (Article 40) 
enjoined in our Constitution states: 
'The State shall take steps to organise 
village panchayats and endow them 
with such powers and authority as 
may be necessary to enable them to 
function as units of self-Govern- 
ment." 

The scheme of democratic 
decentralisation, as envisaged by the 
Balwant Rai Mehta Committee, in¬ 
volved a three-tier structure of local 
self-governing institutions at the vil¬ 
lage, block and district levels 
throughout the country. Although it 
did not favour any rigidity in regard 
to the uniform pattern of Panchayati 
Raj throughout the country, it did lay 
down some fundamental principles 
which should underline the spirit of 
democratic decentralisation. These 
were: there should be a genuine 
transfer of power and responsibility; 
adequate resources should be trans- 
ferr^ to Panachyati Raj institution to 
enable them to discharge their func¬ 
tions; all welfare and development 
schemes at the three levels of 
Panchayati Raj should be channelled 
through these bodies. 

The movement for decentralising 
power .started with much enthusiasm 
and hope. It was expected to bring 
democracy at the doors of the rural 
people; evoke participation of the 
people in the decision making and 
implementation of programmes and 
schemes which determine their des¬ 
tiny; accelerate the process of social 
and economic development; and en¬ 
courage development oriented 
leadership in rural areas. 

Rajasthan was the Hrst State in 
the country to implement Panchayati 


Raj. Pandit Nehru called Panchayati 
Raj as a revolutionary^nd historical 
step and with his encouragement, 
other States like Andhra Pradesh, 
Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra and Guj- 
rat followed suit. 

Political Parties and 
Panchayats 

WITH the estab- 
. , N lishment of the 

Panchayati Raj in- 
^ stitutions as the 

spearhead of the 
community deve- 
- lopment pro¬ 
gramme, a controversy emerged 
regarding the involvement of politi¬ 
cal parties in them. A strong section 
of public opinion raised a forceful 
plea for keeping the political parties 
out of the area of rural local Govern¬ 
ments. It was argued that a village 
being a small and compact com¬ 
munity with rudimentary needs, it is 
highly essential that political parties 
refrain themselves from the field of 
Panchayati Raj. Mr Jai Prakash 
Narayan wrote, "It is well worth em¬ 
phasising that the success of 
Panchayati Raj would depend upon 
the extent to which political parties 
refrained from interfering with it and 
trying to convert it into their hand¬ 
maid and using it as a jumping 
ground to climb to power." This 
school of thought eventually 
mobilised a lot of public opinion with 
the result that some of the political 
parties decided to withdraw themsel¬ 
ves from the field of the Panchayati 
Raj institutions. 

% 

Those who do not see eye to eye 
with this thinking, strongly plead for 
active involvement of political par- 
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ties in the affairs of Panchayati Raj 
institutions. They are of the firm con¬ 
viction that once political pyarties step 
into these institutions, most of thdr 
ills will vanish. They contend that 
there is no such thing as a feeling of 
oneness among village people, who 
are tom by narrow considerations of 
caste, family loyalties, economic in¬ 
terests, etc. If political parties contest 
elections on broad-based socio¬ 
economic policies, they would cut 
across these narrow groupings and 
would thereby weld people with 
identical political views into large 
vertical groups. This school of 
thought has also been advocating 
that in the present era of everall 
awareness it is impossible to keep 
politics out of Panchayati Raj institu¬ 
tions. 


Pros and Cons of 
Panchayati Raj 


THE introduction of 
Panchayati Raj was 
one single reform 
which excelled in 
^ importance' all 
others that had been 
- effected since the in¬ 
dependence of the country. If one ex¬ 
amines the positive aspect of these 
institutions, one would find that they 
bring large scale benefits to the rural 
masses. 






A 


Panchayats help increase the in¬ 
come of the rural people and thus 
raise their standard of living. Be¬ 
sides, the villagers get an oppor¬ 
tunity to plan and administer their 
own affairs, thereby developing a 
sense of community feeling, self- 
reliance and initiative among the 
people. 

Panchayati Raj bodies, at various 
levels work as primary training in¬ 
stitutions of democracy. This helps 
people to participate in-democracy in 
a more eflWtive way. It also provides 
an opportunity to political parties, in 
opposition at the Centre and in the 
States, to compete with the ruling 
party in constructive work at the vil¬ 
lage level. 


Panchayats provide the weaker 
sections of the community an oppor¬ 
tunity to participate in the manage¬ 
ment of rural affairs. Pandit Nehru 
once said, “Panchayati Raj bodies 
should assume the responsibility of 
looking after the needs of everyone in 
the village and thus become an in¬ 
surance against illness, unemploy¬ 
ment and other disabilities." 

Village life in India has been con¬ 
ditioned to a backward social outlook 
and the norms and codes of social 
behaviour are found unsuitable for 
the changing conditions. In this 
respect decentralisation of power 
through Panchayati Raj bodies can 
have a negative aspect also. 

The mass illiteracy and ig¬ 
norance of the rural people makes it 
difffcult for leaders in the villages to 
guide the people properly. Moreover, 
entrusting administrative respon¬ 
sibility to people who are backward 
and not conversant with the techni¬ 
ques of administration and develop¬ 
ment work, can be hazardous. 

Another drawback of the 
Panchayati Raj system is its non- 
uniform structure. Since Panchayati 
Raj was intended to achieve a specific 
and well defined ob^ctive, it is dif¬ 
ficult to understand why thjre 
should be variations in its structural 
implementation by the States. This is 
a hinderance in its uniform applica¬ 
tion and success. 

The Panchayati Raj institutions 
very often exercise powers without 
sharing responsibility with the 
people, which makes decentralisa¬ 
tion merely theoretical. In the context 
of demoaacy, administration is effec¬ 
tive only if it is based on the par¬ 
ticipation of the people. In the 
activities of these agencies there are 
spheres which need active coopera¬ 
tion of the people. These should be 
identified and people made clear 
about their obligations and respon¬ 
sibilities. 

One of the main factors respon¬ 


sible for weakening Panchayati Raj 
institutions is inadequate financiai 
resources. There is lack of capital 
available to Panchayats, and insuffi¬ 
cient rate of savings in the rural areas 
makes the financial position even 
worse. The system of disbursing 
grants needs to be improved and 
there is a prima facie case for the estab¬ 
lishment of a permanent grants Com¬ 
mission. Since loans occupy an 
important place in the Panchayat 
Samiti's income pattern, there is ur¬ 
gent need for proper coordination of 
loan programmes. 

The leadership of the Panchayati 
Raj institutions has been captured by 
the upper classes in the community 
and with the new power thus ac¬ 
quired, they promote their own class 
interests at the a)St of weaker sec¬ 
tions of the community. This has. 
created a class division in the rural 
society. 

Another flaw from the practical 
point of view, is the lack of coordina¬ 
tion between different bodies operat¬ 
ing at the local level. Opposing 
groups dominate different institu¬ 
tions resulting in strained relations, 
which hinders the development 
work. 

Although, with the introduction 
of Panchayati Raj, a new democratic 
structure was devised not only to 
boost the community dev'elopment 
programme but also help accelerate 
the process of political development, 
the general picture that emerges from 
the studies made by scholars is not 
very encouraging. Barring a few 
States, Panchayati Raj bodies, by and 
large, have not been able to achieve 
their objectives. They are proving to 
be a burden on the State purse as their 
earning capability is extremely 
limited. Misutilisation of grants, 
misappropriation of public money, 
innumerable audit irregularities, cor¬ 
rupt practices among local 
bureaucracy and politicians are some 
of the commonly alleged charges 


APRIL •93 COMPETITION MASTER 689 



against th«ir working. 

Bid for Improvements 

POLITICAL en¬ 
vironment in the 
country as a whole 
and the States in 
particular, had not 
been congenial in 
the past for the 
growth of Panchayati Raj institutions 
as units of local self-government. In¬ 
stead of facilitating further devolu¬ 
tion and dispersal of power and 
responsibility to these institutions, 
political and administrative forces 
have stripped them off many powers 
and functions. During the period of 
national emergency the bureaucracy 
got an upper hand and these institu¬ 
tions lost much of their validity and 
significance. 

The Government of India, ap¬ 
pointed another committee, popular¬ 
ly known as Ashok Mehta 
Committee, in December, 1977, "to 
enquire into the working of the 
Panchayati Raj institutions and to 
suggest measures to strengthening 
them so as to enable a decentralised 
planning and development to be ef¬ 
fective." The story of Panchayati Raj, 
according to the Ashok Mehta Com¬ 
mittee report which submitted its 
report in August, 1978, has been one 
of ups and downs. It has passed 
through 3 phases. The phase of ascen¬ 
dancy (1959-64), the phase of stagna¬ 
tion (1965-69) and the phase of 
decline (1969-1977). 

The Committee's main recom¬ 
mendations pertained to: the func¬ 
tional necessity for decentralisation 
of administration; a two-tier model of 
Panchayati Raj; direct election to 
these tiers; reservation of seats for 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
IVibes in proportion to their popula¬ 
tion, etc. 

Recent years have seen efforts by 
various governments at the Centre to 
transplant this system, believed to be 
ancient in existence. While introduc¬ 
ing the 65th amendm«it to the Con¬ 
stitution, which provided for 
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Nagarpalika Bill and Panchayati Raj 
Bill, in the Lok Sabha, former Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi said, "We see 
the strengthening of the Panchayati 
Raj system as the key to eliminating 
the power brokers from the life of 
rural India. We see the Panchayati Raj 
Bill as the key instrument for reduc¬ 
ing and eventually eliminating the 
role of power brokers in urban India. 
We seek through these BiUs to vest 
power in the only place where the 
power rightfully belongs in a 
democracy—in the hands of the 
people." 

Democracy in Parliament and in 
the State legislatures remains fragile 
so long as the roots of our democracy 
do not reach down to the villages and 
mohallas where the people live. Our 
Constitution detailed the provisions 
for democracy in Parliament and in 
the State legislatures. Thus, 
democracy in these institutions has 
survived every vicissitude and 
flourished. However, our Constitu¬ 
tion did not make democracy in local 
self-government a Constitutional 
obligation. And so democracy in the 
panchayats and nagarpalikas has 
withered at the roots. The Bills in¬ 
tended to ensure that while India 
lives, democracy at the grassroots 
also lives. Through these bills, 
democracy in kx:al self-government 
becomes a solemn Constitutional 
obligation, an obligation that can 
neither be suborned nor flouted for 
reasons of expediency or indif¬ 
ference. The Panchayati Raj Bill seeks 
to devolve powers and responsibility 
for planning to Panchayati Raj ia- 
stitutions. The Nagarpalika Bill does 
the same for the nagarpalikas. 

During the tenure of the National 
Front Government a conference of 
Chief Ministers was held which for¬ 
mally announced the nadoital rebirth 
of Panchayati Raj. The meeting was a 
qualified success in the sense that the 
assembled dignitaries agreed to 
adopt central guidelines on reviving 
the system. The States were free to fix 
a 2 tier or 3 tier structure and also to 
establish or not a separate financial 
body for the purpose. Consensus 




was also arrived at on two other im¬ 
portant issues: adult members of 
every village would form the elec¬ 
toral college; and if the local body is 
superseded it shall be revived within 
6 months. 


A 


Panchayati Raj in Punjab 

THE village Pan- 
chayat as a unit of 
" '• local self-govem- 

_ ment has existed in 

some form or other 
in Punjab fiom an¬ 
cient times. How¬ 
ever, it broke up and disintegrated 
under the British rule. Steps to revive 
the traditional system of Panchayats 
were taken up through Punjab 
Panchayats Acts of 1912 and 1921. In 
the next phase, soon after the forma¬ 
tion of Ministry in 1939, in Punjab, 
the Panchayat Act of 1939 was 
passed. The first serious attempt to 
introduce and activise the village 
Panchayats in the State was made 
after independence when gram 
Panchayat Act of 1952 was passed. 
The three tiered structure of the 
Panchayati Raj was formally intro¬ 
duced in the State on 2nd October, 
1961, representing the village, block 
and district levels. 


The term of office of the institu¬ 
tions of Panchayati Raj, at all the 
three levels, generally ranges from 3 
to 5 years. But it can and does extend 
beyond this statutory limit. On the 
other hand it can even be cut short, if 
it fails to fiincti on satisfactorily, 
the State Government. Individual 
members can be suspended or 
removed if their conduct is found un¬ 
satisfactory. The 'Sarpanches' of the 
Panchayats and Chairmen of the 
Panchayat Samitis and Zila 
Parishads can be subject to a vote of 
confidence. But keeping in mind the 
low level of political maturity of our 
electorate and"the widespread fac¬ 
tionalism that exists, this is not an 
easy affair. The Punjab Panchayat 
Samiti and 2Sla Pari^d Act, 1%1 


provides that no motion of the lack of 
confidence can be moved within one 
year of the election of Chairman. 


Later, whenever moved it must be 
passed with a majority of no less than 
2/3rds of the elect^ members. If 
once the motion falls through it can¬ 
not be moved again throughout the 
rest of the term. 

Ever since the introduction of the 
Panchayati Raj system in Punjab its 
working has been under constant 
review by various Commis¬ 
sions/Committees, appointed by the 
State Government from time to time. 
These reports indicate that 
Panchayati Raj in Punjab has not 
been an unqualified success. Hiese 
bodies have not been able to dis¬ 
charge their responsibilities well be¬ 
cause of the paucity of adequate 
finances and well organised ad¬ 
ministrative machinery. They have 
intensified factionalism and 
groupism in the village community 
and there is gaierally a lack of coor¬ 
dination tetween the village 
Panchayats, Panchayat Samitis and 
Zila Parishads. 

The Administrative Reforms 
Commission appointed by the Pun¬ 
jab Government has reported that the 
following factors have contributed to 
the poor performance of Panchayati 
Raj bodies in the State: low and in¬ 
adequate income; political inter¬ 
ference; existence of factions; too 
many elections; police hostility; in¬ 
adequate co-operation between offi¬ 
cial and non-offidal members. 

The Commission specifically felt 
that the Panchayati Raj bodies have 
not been given a fair trial in the State. 

Similarly, the Rajinder Singh 
Conunittee, appointed by the State 
Government to evaluate the 
Panchayati Raj institutions in the 
State, observed: The existing or¬ 
ganisational structure of Panchayati 
Raj in Punjab is lifeless and ineffec¬ 
tive; there are serious gaps in the in- 
stitutiorral relationships of the three 
tier structure at aU the three levels; 
they are deficient in their capacity to 
plan and execute activities contribut¬ 
ing to rural growth and develop¬ 
ment. 


The Punjab Government, ap¬ 
pointed anotiWr Study Team under 
the chairmanship of Shri Prakash 
Singh Badal, which among other 
things recommended the adoption of 
the Maharashtra pattern of 
Panchayati Raj. 

It is evident, therefore, that the 
performance of Panchayati Raj 
bodies in Punjab has not been very 
encouraging. Governmental apathy 
being one major factor affecting their 
growth, whi^ is evident from the 
foct that elections were not held 
regularly, after 1%7. The first elec¬ 
tions to Gram Panchayats were held 
in I960, the second in 1963, and the 
third after 9 years in 1972. 

The peaceful panchayat elections 
in January 1993 bode well for the 
trouble tom State, which had been 
reeling under militancy for more 
than a decade. Democratic institu¬ 
tions, which have been revived, 
would work against militancy. Un¬ 
like the assembly elections, which 
returned about 117 members, the 
panchayat elections had more than 
3.5 lakh candidates aspiring for more 
than 75,000 vacancies for panches 
and sarpanches. About one-fourth of 
the elected sarpanches and panches 
are below 35 years. These young 
panches would be more effective in 
persuading youths to shun the 
politics of violence and wean away 
those who were thus inclined. 

Heavy Turnout 

THE government is 
' also evolving a 

'' strategy to involve 

, Panchayats in order 

to permanently 
stamp out militancy. 

. The Director 

General of Punjab Police, Mr K.P.S. 
Gill has plans to involve village 
elders to thwart the militants' 
propaganda and to keep the vUlages 
crime-free. Moreover, the recently 
elected sarpanches have political 
legitimacy unlike earlier sarpanches 
who were elected more than a decade 
ago. The heavy turnout of voters 
during the panchayat elections and 


enthusiastic participation by the 
people throughout the State can be 
attributed to the removal of the fear 
of the gun. 82.6% of (he total elec¬ 
torate voted in Panchayat elections. 
Besides the removal of the fear of the 
gun, what attracted people to the 
panchayat elections was the promise 
of the Government that resources 
would be made available to sar¬ 
panches for doing something for the 
development of their villages. A 
heartening feature had been that 
smugglers, petty criminals and 
bootleggers, who tried to get into 
the panchayats in the past, had 
vanished this time. The attempt by 
the villagers was to elect good men 
to panchayats who were genuinely 
interested in the development of the 
villages. 

The completion of panchayat 
polls successfully has given a blow 
to militancy in the State not¬ 
withstanding the complaints of 
police interference and "excesses" by 
the ruling party. An analysis of the 
happenings in Punjab shows that the 
people of the State have shown their 
complete faith in the democratic sys¬ 
tem, as soon as the law and order 
situation made improvements. As the 
State Government announced the 
holding of the Panchayat elections, 
the militants first tried to influence 
the people but they failed as the writ 
of the militants no longer prevailed in 
the rural areas. Later, the major Akali 
factions and militant outfits, which 
had refused to accept the Constitu¬ 
tion of India, announced their 
decision to jump into the election 
fray. The Al^li factions had earlier 
taken part in the municipxal elections 
also. Probably they had realised their 
folly of boycotting the elections in 
February, 1992. At the. same time 
militant outfits also announced their 
decision to take part in the elections 
to the panchayats. The militant out¬ 
fits even sent directions in the vil¬ 
lages that "amritdharis" should be 
elected as sarpanches and panches. 
Posters were also put up in the rural 
areas by the militants. 

The participation of the militants 
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in the panchayat elections is being 
interpreted as an "achievement" by 
the government, against militancy. 
The election, held in an atmosphere 
free from fear and coercion, has vin¬ 
dicated the Government's contention 
that the atmosphere had become con¬ 
ducive for restoring democracy 
down to the grassroots level in the 
State. 

The traditional rural base of the 
Akalis stxjms to have received a bat¬ 
tering in the panchayat elections in 
which a definite drift towards the 
Congress was witnessed. 

The Chief Minister of Punjab has 
promised to give adequate powers to 
village elders to make panchayat! raj 
institutions more meaningful and 
result-oriented. Assuring that elec¬ 
tions to block samitis and zila 
parishads would follow soon, he also 
promised that the government would 
ensure balanced growth of all vil¬ 
lages by extending the necessary 
grants to the panchayats, irrespective 
of their party affiliations. He has ex¬ 
pressed the hope that the newly 
elected panchayats would continue 
to extend their active support to the 
government for ensuring all round 
development, peace and prosperity 
in the State. 

Poll Results 

- - - -- ON the whole, the 
. ^ panchayat elections 

were keen and 
peaceful. Perhaps 
for the first time in 
‘he bigger villages, 

. the candidates used 

cars, jeeps and even taxis. Posters and 
loudspeakers were also a new fea¬ 
tures. Money power too could be 
seen on a bigger scale than in any 
panchayat election before. 

No political party contested the 
1993 Panchayat elections with party 
symbols. The government was inter¬ 
ested in the maximum possible turn¬ 
out as well as in Congressmen 
capturing the maximum number of 
panchayats to enhance the 
Government's credibility as well as 
the Party's power. Just a few days 
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before the polling, elections to about 
20 big panchayats were cancelled as 
they were converted into notified 
area committees whose members are 
nominated by the Government. 

The claims of the Congress 
regarding its score (Mr Beant Singh 
claims that 70% of Panches and Sar- 
panches belong to Congress) may be 
exaggerated. However, it has un¬ 
doubtedly done very well even after 
taking into account the fact that the 
Akali divisions helped the Congress 
a lot. The Akalis claim that their can¬ 
didates have won 60% of the seats. 
The Congress has not only captured a 
large number of panchayats but is 
partly recovering its lost base among 
the Sikh peasantry. The Akalis appear 
to have suffered a setback, even 
though it would be difficult to write 
them off altogether. The BJP's 
presence in elections was not felt 
much, while the Left parties im¬ 
proved their position to some ex¬ 
tent. 

The Akali Dai (Badal) and the 
Bharatiya Kisan Union (BKU 
Rajewal) have alleged that the recent¬ 
ly concluded panchayat elections in 
the State were rigged by the ruling 
party. These parties claim that can¬ 
didates were kidnapped, voters' lists 
were tampered with, bogus votes 
were cast and polling officials were 
appointed and chang^ at the behest 
of the Congress legislators and mini¬ 
sters. It was not the Congress but the 
State government which had con¬ 
tested the elections, according to 
them. 

Commenting on the unprece¬ 
dented turnout, Mr Prakash Singh 
Badal, a former Chief Minister and 
now a prominent Akali leader, 
claimed it only proved that the 
people were with the Akalis and not 
with the ruling party. Last year, when 
the Akalis had boycotted the elec¬ 
tions, people has abstained from 
voting but now the Akalis had par¬ 
ticipated and the voter turnout was 
over 80 per cent, he claimed. Mr 
Badal said the people had given a 
verdict against State terrorism, cor¬ 


ruption and police repression. 
Ridiculing the Chief Minister's claim 
that it was a referendum for peace 
and democracy and against fun¬ 
damentalism and terrorism he ob¬ 
served that the Congress was the real 
murderer of democracy and peace in 
the State. 

Unlike, in the November 1989 
Lok Sabha and, the aborted, June 
1991 assembly elections, there were 
no terrorist sponsored candidates in 
the panchayat palls. There was a neg¬ 
ligible number of militants' family 
members contesting. Boycotted by 
various Akali factions, the assembly 
elections in February last year saw a 
turnout of 22 per cent. Major succes¬ 
ses of the police in its fight against the 
terrorists saw a return of the Akalis to 
the poll process and a turnout of 70 
per cent was recorded in last 
September's municipal elections, in 
urban areas where 30 per cent of the 
people live. 

No doubt the election was peace¬ 
ful yet there were many complaints 
of police interference and high-hand¬ 
edness of the police with certain can¬ 
didates at the behest of the ruling 
party. A number of State political par¬ 
ties allege that many candidates were 
not allowed to file their nomination 
papers and were taken in custody by 
the police. Such complaints of police 
interference have not come from the 
Akalis alone but other political par¬ 
ties have also made similar allega¬ 
tions. However, the Chief Minister, 
Mr Beant Singh, has denied all these 
charges and claimed that the election 
was free and fair. To counter the 
direction by the militants to elect sar- 
panches unanimously so that 
militant supported candidates could 
be elected, the government en¬ 
couraged contest. The CJovemment 
claims that the candidates with 
militant background were defeated 
in the poll. 

All in all the Panchayat elections 
have proved to be a worthwhile 
political exercise and may well open 
a new phase in Punjab's political 
arena. 



VOCABUURy 


Improve Your Word Power 


1. accost: (a) address (b) insult (c) speculate 
(d) hesitate. 

2. brash: (a) humble (b) cultured (c) aggressive 
(d) slow. 

3. careen: (alstopd:) sway (c) nourish (d) feed. 

4. derring-do: (a) heroic deeds (b) low morale 

(c) short-lived (d) business-like. 

5. emasculate: (a) encourage (b) knock (c) hang 

(d) weaken. 

6. genre: (a) purpose (b) ambition (c) kind 
(d) authority. 

7. hoodlum: {a) scholar {b) criminal (c) devotee 
(d) pioneer. 

8. innards: (a) outer layers (h) structures (c) pillars 
(d) inner parts. 

9. jab: (a) repent (b) admonish (c) manipulate 
(d) poke. 

10. kink: (a) twist (b) debate (c) noise (d) discussion. 

11. muzzle: (a) kill (b) restrain (c) injure (d) calculate. 

12. nobble: (a) reject (h) accept (c) influence (d) achieve. 

13. oscillate: (a) waver (h) nominate (c) announce 
(d) derail. 

14. posse: (a) group (b) mob (c) alone (d) friendly. 

15. quiescent; (a) refined (b) delicious (r) fast (d) pas¬ 
sive. 

16. swoop: (a) soar (b) struggle (c) descend (d) criticise. 

17. tellurie: (a) heavenly (b) earthy (c) watery 
(d) familiar. 

18. vent; (c) express (b) spoil (c) reform (d) perform. 

19. wimpish; (a) timid (b) cunning (c) harmful 
(d) stupid. 

20. zip: (a) operation (b) creation (c) development 
(d) vigour. 


ANSWERS 


1. accost; (a) address, greet, hail. 

—^To the utter surprise of the lady, she was accosted by 
a complete stranger. 

2. brash: (c) aggressive, rude, self-assertive. 

—Responsible politicians/pubiic-men should refrain 
from making brash and irresponsible statements on sensi¬ 
tive issues. 

3. careen: (b) sway, tilt, lean. 

—In the opinion of some, toda/s India is like a train 
careening out of control. 

4. deiring-do: (a) heroic deeds. 

—^The pattern of the dictator's recent actions and 
responses suggests an inclination to indulge in derring-do 
before pullin^ack bom the brink. 

5. emasi^ate: (d) weaken. 

—By merging liberalism and Maxism, the Western 


thinkers have emasculated both. 

6. genre: (c) kind, category, type. 

—The novel and short story are two different and distinct 
genres. 

7. hoodlum: (b) gangster, criminal. 

—In the event of a communal riot, it is the hoodlums who 
rule the roost. 

8. innards: (d) inner parts. 

—In order to mend the engine of the car, I will have to 
have its innards out. 

9. jab: (d) poke, push. 

—In moments of crisis, ruling party members should not 
appear dithering and jabbing inc^erently on television. 

10. kink: («) twist, peculiarity. 

—Women looking for the roots of their self-hood began 
to discover kinks in the armour of tradition. 

11. muzzle: (b) siloice, restrain. 

—Before crying that its freedom is being muzzled, the 
press should develop a credible self-regulating mechanism on 
its own. 

12. nobble: (c) influence, bribe, catch. 

—In order to secure anticipatory ball, the notorious 
smuggler tried to nobble the judge. 

13. oscillate: (a) waver, vacillate. 

—The two strangers were unwilling to disclose their 
identity jind as such they were oscillating in doubt and fear of 
each other. 

- 14. posse: (a) group. 

—A posse of policemen was posted in the sensitive 
area of the town after the armed clash. 

15. quiescent: (d) passive, inactive. 

—^The extremist organisation was forced to remain (juies- 
cent for some time after it was subjected to comtant pressure. 

16. swoop: (c) descend 

—A host of planes swooped over the enemy territory 
with a view to finding the location of anti-aircraft missiles. 

17. tellurie; (b) earthy. 

—Beneath the idyllic (simple pleasant scene), there is 
always a tellurie flow of pain and loss. 

18. vent (c) express. 

—A group of senior citizens met the Deputy Commis¬ 
sioner and vented their anger on the worsening law and 
order situation in the district. 

19. wimpish: (a) timid, weak. 

—Most people are either far too loimpish or far too 
conceited to mterest a writer. 

20. zip: (d) vigour, energy. 

—The latest serial shown on the television has both zip ; 
and zing as well as the exquisite comic touch. 

1 
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ECONOMIC SCENE 


ECONOMIC SCENE 


Restructuring the 
Exchange Regulation 

Q. "The recent changes in 
foreign exchange regulation will 
> help the inflow of foreign capital." 
Comment. 

Ans. The mechanism of foreign 
exchange control was intmduced in 
India as an emergency measure 
during the second World War with a 
view to protect the economy from the 
vagaries of war. The controls were 
expected to be lifted after the war but 
that was not to be. Since then the 
country has been completely bogged 
down in the foreign exchange regula¬ 
tions. This process witnessed the 
passing of Foreign Exchange Regula¬ 
tion Act (FERA) 1947. The controls 
adopted by the Act of 1947 were later 
made more stringent when FERA 
. 1973 was passed. This was done with 
a view to ensure that the precious 
foreign exchange, so vital for the 
development of the country, could be 
preserved. Moreover, the decade of 
seventies represented the era of 
protection, strict foreign exchange 
controls and higher tariffs, as the 
global trend was fraught with such 
restrictions. As a result the direct in¬ 
flow of foreign investment was 
restricted and international borrow¬ 
ing was preferred to foreign invest¬ 
ment. This policy, as it has been 
realised of late, resulted in costlier 
import substitution and the country 
failed to take the advantage of the 
’ principle of comparative advantage 
' in trade. 

Complete overhauling of FERA 
, was thus inevitable under the 
' restructuring and liberalisation 
: process. Through the recent changes 
: in FERA, promulgated through anor- 
dinance, the regulatory provisions 
j have been substantially diluted, 
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bringing the Act in tune with the new 
liberalised trade, exchange rate and 
industrial policies. The Government 
has, however, not obliged the radicals 
who had gone to the extent of ad¬ 
vocating scrapping of FERA al¬ 
together. 

In all, nine sections of FERA 1973 
stand deleted, nineteen amended and 
two new sections have been added. 
One of the most important amend¬ 
ments has been the lifting of the 
restrictions imposed on import and 
export of gold and silver. Except for 
trading in gold and silver coins, 
which will continue to be governed 
under the Act, the entire trade of two 
precious metals will now be 
governed under the Exim Policy in 
vogue. The ordinance also raised the 
limit for possessing foreign currency 
by the resident Indians from the ex¬ 
isting equivalent of mere Rs 250 to US 
$ 500 per individual. The earlier 
provision which required the for¬ 
eigners to pay their hotel bills in 
foreign currency has been deleted. 

The Indian companie.s, desirous 
of setting up ventures abroad, now 
need not obtain the approval of the 
RBI. Foreign nationals, on the other 
hand, need not seek the permission 
from the RBI to take up employment 
in India. Moreover FERA companies 
(with the interest of NRIs exceeding 
40%) have now been brought at par 
with Indian companies. This has 
resulted in removal of a major ir¬ 
ritant. Restrictions on the NRIs, 
regarding assets held in India, have 
also been done away with. 

Foreign investors were keenly 
waiting for FERA to be amended. 
This will certainly help in attracting 
more foreign capital in the form of 
direct investment or otherwise. Un¬ 
like other Asian nations like China, 
South Korea, Thailand, Vietnam and 


Malaysia, which have already 
liberalised foreign exchange controls, 
India seems to have learnt the lesson 
the hard way. This significant step to 
link the Indian economy with the 
global economy has been widely wel¬ 
comed by the economists, industrial 
sector and the prospective foreign in¬ 
vestors. How far the undoing of 
FERA would result in attracting 
foreign capital would be judged 
during 1993-94, the year in which the 
complete liberalisation policy is like¬ 
ly to finally take off. 


Back to Oil 
Multinationals 


Q. The Government has recent¬ 
ly allowed the multinational com¬ 
panies to enter the field of oil 
exploration in India. What impact 
will this decision have on the Indian 
economy? 

Ans. The multinational oil com¬ 
panies, which were disdainfully 
ousted from the country during 
seventies, are just about to stage a 
comeback. The decision seems to 
have been taken in the national inter¬ 
est and the factors like receding crude 
oil out-put, immediate need for im¬ 
port substitution and success stories 
in some countries like China, in this 
field, might have played a decisive 
role to allow multinationals in this 
field. 

It has been realised that the In¬ 
dian oil basins are far less explored 
compared to those in most other 
countries. Certain basins, which were 
neglected due to astronomical cost of 
exploration, may now be exploited 
commercially by the multinationals. 
This measure may immediately en¬ 
hance the domestic output of crude 
oil by 2.5 to 3 per cent. 





The decision has evoked strong 
criticism from some quarters. It is 
hard to forget that the multinationals 
had entered into an act of commercial 
blackmail when in seventies, dturing 
the oil crises, they had rehised to 
handle in their refineries the crude oil 
imported from the erstwhile Soviet 
Union. At that crucial time they in¬ 
sisted on importing oil from their 
resources. After a tough stand taken 
by the then Petroleum Minister, Mr 
K.D. Malviya, this attitude hastened 
their unceremonious exit from India. 
Critics are suspicious that these com¬ 
panies might repeat the dubious acts 
of seventies in emergencies. Stvond- 
ly, the political considerations may 
overweigh the commercial con¬ 
siderations, as the strategic interests 
of the industrialised countries may 
not be served if oil in substantial 
quantities is found in India. Fears 
have also been expressed that such 
companies may become a tool for 
strategic espionage against India, by 
some western powers. Tliirdly, the 
bhKks, which have been offered for 
exploration to the multinationals, in¬ 
clude some of the most prospective 
oil fields. Under an arrangement 
where no provision for payment of 
royalty has been made, it is very 
much apprehended that we might 
well be throwing away a precious na¬ 
tional resource. 

But then, what are the alterna¬ 
tives available? May be none. Since 
seventies, the consumption of oil has 
been rising at an alarming rate. On 
the other hand, the domestic produc¬ 
tion presents a gloomy picture. The 
total crude oil production, which was 
27.51 million tonnes during 1985-86, 
may come down to 25 million tonnes 
during 1992-93. Peak domestic 
production of oil was achieved 
during 1989-90. Whereas, on-shore 
output is still increasing, the off¬ 
shore oil production is going down 
rapidly since 1988-89. As a result the 
county had to import huge quan¬ 
tities of oil in the recent years and it is 
eating up more than one-fourth of 
our total export earnings. Now, when 
all attempts of the government to 
contain consiunption of oil appear to 
have boom-ranged, there appears to 


be nq alternative but to substantially 
increase the domestic production by 
all means. 

This step alone may not be able to 
take us anywhere near the utopian 
goal of oil self-sufficiency. This needs 
to be supplemented by effective ener¬ 
gy conservation measures and fuel 
substitution. Succeasful experiments 
with the use of Compressed Natural 
Gas (CNG), solar energy and bat¬ 
teries in running the automobiles 
need to be ena)uraged substantially. 


Small Scale Sector 


Q. "Small Scale industrial sec¬ 
tor is plagued by serious ailments 
and needs immediate revamping." 
Discuss. 

Ans. The existence of small scale 
sector in the industrial environment 
of a developing economy is of vital 
importance. The tremendous 
employment potential of this sector 
and its ability to carry the benefits of 
industrialisation to the remote 
corners of the economy is un¬ 
matched. The role of sinall scale in¬ 
dustries in India has been lauded at 
all platforms in the country. The sec¬ 
tor is duly supported by the "Tiny" 
sector, which includes activities like 
handloom, powerlooms, sericulture, 
handicrafts, coir industries, etc. 

As per the F.ighth Plan docu¬ 
ment, the total employment provided 
by the village and small scale in¬ 
dustries, during the year 1991-92, 
was to the tune of 443.22 lakh. As 
against the total production of Rs 
1,95,294 crore by this sector, during 
the same year, the exports amounted 
to Rs 22989.16 crore. These figures 
speak volumes of the untapped 
potential of this sector to the Indian 
economy. 

The growth of industries in the 
village and small scale sector has 
been very rapid. The latest census of 
small scale industries, carried out in 
1988, by the Development Commis¬ 
sioner for small industries, covered 
9,87,000 units, a number which was 
almost three times the number 
covered in the census of 1972. On the 


one hand the census has revealed 
rapid increase in the number of small 
scale units and speedy rise in. 
employment generation, it has also 
exposed some grave problems faced 
by the sector including finance arid 
credit, marketing, raw material, sick¬ 
ness, labour and disputes. 

Credit has been indentified as 
one of the most crucial problems 
faced by this sector. By the end of 
1990-91, the total bank advances to 
this sector were only to the tune of Rs 
17151 crore. In terms of percentage, it 
was only 15.7% of the total bank ad¬ 
vances. Strenuous efforts are re¬ 
quired to increase the availability of 
credit. It also means strengthening of 
SIDBl and NABARD. 

Non-availability of raw material 
is yet another major bottleneck. In ab¬ 
sence of an equitable policy of raw 
material distribution, the availability 
of raw material has emerged as one of 
the most crucial problems. In a 
regime of liberalisation, which has let 
kx)se the policies of de-control and 
de-licencing, it has become more dif¬ 
ficult fur such units to have as easy 
access to raw material. Yet anothw 
factor is obsolete technology. It calls 
for immediate upgradation if the 
fruits of liberalisation are to reach this 
crucial sector. 


The role played by the villa^ 
and small scale industries in the field 
of employment generation and af¬ 
fording opportunities for 
entropreneureship development has 
been commendable but regrettedly 
only lip-service has been paid to 
revamp this sector. So far the policy 
for village and small scale sector has 
been dove-tailed with the broad in¬ 
dustrial policy. No independent 
policy has ever been formulated. It is 
therefore, desirable that the ad¬ 
ministrative machinery serving the 
small scale sector must monitor its 
development more closely and 
evolve independent and progressive 
policies to allow these units to stand 
on their own. By doing so they will be 
doing a great service to the economy 
and will help to initiate a new era of 
small scale revolution. 
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ARGUMENTATION 


Argumentative Questions 
Sociai and Economic Probiems 


India as a Global Power? 

Q. "India is now set to play the 
role of a global power and should 
prepare itself for the new respon¬ 
sibilities." Give arguments For and 
Against this view. 

Ans. President S.D. Sharina said 
on February 13,1993, that India was in 
for a ivry positiiv enhancement in the 
qualitatiiv and quantitative attribute of 
its industiy providing great benefit to 
other countries as well. India welcomed 
the positive initiatives taken by developed 
countries in the direction of North-South 
cooperation and South-South coopera¬ 
tion and it jms determined to contribute 
its utmost towards these objectives. 
Moreover, both Mr Boris Yeltsin, the 
Russian President, and Mr }ohn Major, 
the British Prime Minister, during their 
visit to New Delhi late in January ett- 
visaged an important role for this 
country in the years to come. But the 
realists and impartial public analysts in 
this country and abroad feel that the pos¬ 
sibility of India becoming a major global 
pouvr is remote in view of the handicaps 
from which this nation unfortunately 
suffers. 

Arguments For the view 

1, After the end of the Cold War 
and the virtual elimination of the 
highly damaging Super-power rival¬ 
ries, laige countries like India and 
China are bound to emerge as the 
new giants. They are united entities, 
and are rich in resources of various 
kinds. Until now', the international 
field was monopolised by the U.S.A. 
and the former Soviet Union. But 
now the Soviet Union has crumbled 
and is no longer in a position to play 
the role of a military and political 
giant. So there is almost a vacuum. 

2. The extensive economic 


reforms introduced by the Govern¬ 
ment of India about two years ago 
have enhanced the country's reputa¬ 
tion and marked a stage towards sys¬ 
tematic progress. With enhanced 
attention to standardisation, 
meticulous quality control, 
punctuality in delivery schedules, 
cost efficient and energy efficient 
production ranges, there is better 
relative acceptability of Indian in¬ 
dustrial production in the world 
market. This greatly promotes the 
prospects of India acquiring a high 
position in the international arena. 

3. Five decades of industrial 
development and the building up of 
a vast reservoir of well-trained man¬ 
power resources have equipped 
India to participate more fully in 
global economic activity and attract 
increasing foreign financial and tech¬ 
nological investment. 

4. India is already recognised as 
a leader of the Non-aligned countries 
and has emerged as a to{>-rank nation 
of the Third World. A role as a global 
power is the next logical step and the 
opportunity should not be missed. 
Moreover, India has developed the 
capacity to manufacture a variety of 
weapons of war. Because of its size, 
its vast population and its economic 
and military capacity and great 
potential, it is now widely respected 
even by its erstwhile critics. 

Arguments Against the view 

1. Those who have begun to 
regard India as a global power, or 
likely to become one very soon, are 
evidently living in a dream world 
and are deluding themselves. The 
fact is that because of the massive 
problems and challenges it faces, 
India is very unlikely to become one 


of the world powers. Whatever ener¬ 
gies our leaders possess should be 
devoted to solving the nation's inter¬ 
nal problems which are of frighten¬ 
ing dimensions—poverty, illiteracy, 
communal discord and all-round in¬ 
efficiency—^before we begin to dabble 
in international affairs. We should 
look within ourselves before we look 
in other directions. 

2. There are far too many des¬ 
tabilising factors and divisive trends 
to ensure lasting stability and unity. 
The party system is not well 
developed. The result is that there is 
no stable government. Foreign 
countries are naturally reluctant to 
rely on the promises, pledges and 
contracts signed by the present ad¬ 
ministration. They cannot be sure of 
prompt delivery and high quality of 
oider^ articles, big or small. 

3. Nor can the outsiders feel sure 
of the durability and standard of the 
weapons supplied by India whose 
commercial establishments do not 
command a reputation for honesty 
and fair play. Foreign suppliers, on 
the other hand, command a high 
reputation for quality and reliability. 

4. The Indian economy is de¬ 
pendent largely on borrowings and 
credit from the World Bank, the IMF 
and other sources. We should ensure 
that these funds are not used for 
manufacturing and marketing 
weapons of war. We should first 
strive hard to remove the image of 
India as a land associated constantly 
with the begging bowl, hunger and 
utter poverty. 

5. Only a recognised military 
and economic giant can become a 
global power. In these respects India 
compares poorly with advanced 
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foreign countries. 

6. Communal riots and events 
like Ayodhya on December 6, 1992, 
have ruined this country's image in 
the international sphere. How can 
such a strife-tom country become a 
great power? 

New Role as Weapons 
Merchant 

Q. "The Government of India's 
decision, announced on February 
11,1993, to participate in the sale of 
war weapons held at Abu Dhabi, is 
a sad reflection on its policy of peace 
promotion." Do you accept this 
view? Give arguments For and 
Against it 

Ans. For decades India has been 
strongly opposing the arms race among 
the military powers and blaming the 
manufacturers of lethal weapons for the 
recurring conflicts in various regions. It 
has also been pursuing a policy of 
promoting peace in all parts of the world 
and deploring the tendencies totoards 
war. These armed conflicts, numbering 
hundreds in this century alone, have 
caused the deaths of millions of men, 
women and children, besides resulting in 
the destruction of valuable property and 
other assets built up by sustained human 
efforts. But the question is who is respon¬ 
sible for all this destruction? Are the 
governments to blame or the merchants 
of deadly toeapons? Why is India rww 
actively interested in the international 
defence exhibition (Idex)? 

Arguments For the view 

1. At every meeting of the U.N. 
General Assembly and at other inter¬ 
national gatherings India's spokes¬ 
man have been criticising the world's 
arms manufacturers and companies 
trading in deadly weapons. With 
what face can India adopt that line 
now since it is itself following their 
example? Last year the Government 
of India liberalised its policy in 
respect of sales of weapons. Now it 
seems to be going all out to enter the 
arms market and make a bid for sell¬ 
ing weapons made by the country's 
arms and ordnance factories. 


2. Sales of indigenously 
manufactured weapons at competi¬ 
tive rates imply that Indian factories 
would be required to make more and 
more weapons as time passes. Thus 
India would promote the arms race 
indirectly by attracting buyers (most 
of them are Third World coimtries). 

3. If and when India starts 
manufacturing more weapons of war 
in order to compete in the world arms 
market, it would have to divert pre¬ 
cious resources from development 
projects, and also from education 
(which is already starved of funds), 
to arms factories, big and small. That 
would be a wholly anti-national act. 
It would be better to compete in other 
nuirkets such as those for industrial 
projects and consumer items. The 
Government of India's policy of 
liberalisation of the economy should 
not therefore be extended to the arena 
of war weapons. 

4. Ironically, India intends to go 
to the extent of utilising the British 
and French marketing techniques in 
order to push up its sales of weapons 
in the world arms bazar. Foreign 
technology should be utilised for na¬ 
tional development, not for promot¬ 
ing sales of weapons. 

Arguments Against the view 

1. India urgently needs foreign 
exchange. Since this country has not 
been able to secure a reasonable share 
of the international trade, it should 
not miss the opportunity of getting a 
part of the arms market. If this oppor¬ 
tunity is lost, it may never come 
again. Over 350 firms from 34 
countries participated in the Abu 
Dhabi arms show. Many military 
delegations were there to have a look 
at the weapons available. India also 
did so for purely economic reasons. 

2. The competition in the inter¬ 
national arms market is tough, with 
several countries going all out to sell 
their products to keep their in¬ 
dustries flourishing. So India should 
not lose any time in diversifying its 
production and attracting buyers by 
offering high quality products for 
various uses. Moreover, several In¬ 


dian items put up for sale are meant 
for use in constructive fields, such as 
agriculture and processes linked 
with peaceful pursuits. So the charge 
that India would be promoting war¬ 
like operations by participating in the 
Abu Dhabi market is not well 
founded. 

3. The proposed production of 
arms for sale to nations which 
demand them will not be at the cost 
of development in vital arenas but 
will open up more opportuiuties for ; 
employment and utilisation of avail- . 
able resources. 

4. Since India can manufacture ' 

weapons in accordance with the 
designs desired by the prospective 
buyers, there is no reason why this 
capacity should be allowed to go 
waste. The earnings can be put to ' 
good use for pursuing national con¬ 
structive programmes which are not ;; 
being fully implemented because of . | 
the paucity of resources. ’j 

5. Moreover, India has been ' 

selling small arms to several .. 
countries for the past many years. ^ 
One Gulf country has already shown 
interest in India's munitions and j 
aircraft parts. Indian officials have 
now assured high quality of products ; 
and speedy delivery, as foreign i 
manufacturers do. Deals worth ' 

lions of dollars were struck at the 
Abu Dhabi show. It is just as well that 
India had experience of arms market¬ 
ing as a good business activity for the ^ 
coming years. 

Fundamental Rights Futile? 

Q. "The Constitutional pro¬ 
visions for Fundamental Rights and 
Directive Principles of State Policy i 
have not served their purpose." Do 
you accept this assessment? Give . 
reasons For and Against it 

Ans. This view was expressed | 
recently by no less a person than a judge 
of India's Supreme Court. He felt that the 
provisions of these chapters of the Con¬ 
stitution have not improved the condi¬ 
tions of the people. The long lists of 
Fundamental Rights and Directives are 
very exhaustive and comprehensive. 
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These are quoted as examples in this 
arena for other countries. Their scope and 
range are indeed xvide hut what has been 
the net effect? Should we go bp theory or 
by facts? Aren't many provisions of the 
Constitution niceties for public con¬ 
sumption and political propaganda? 

Aiguinents For the view 

1. Despite the high-sounding 
provisions of the Constitution and 
the impressive wording of the chap¬ 
ters on Fundamental Rights and 
Directives of State Policy, the plight of 
the country's masses is almost as bad 
as before. To the common man it is all 
empty talk, lacking a solid basis and 
reality. Poverty and misery still reign 
supreme in the land. The exploitation 
of women and children continues, 
even though the Prime Minister and 
other spokesmen of the Government 
reiterate time and again that the 
people are the ultimate sovereigns, 
the final authority rests with them, 
and that hundreds of crores are being 
spent on their welfare. 

2. Worldwide, India is not 
known as a country having the most 
democratic Constitution with the 
people fully enjoying all basic human 
rights but as a land of hunger, ex¬ 
ploitation, most disconcerting con¬ 
trasts. There are a few rich people but 
the vast majority are living in 
abominable conditions. Half the 87- 
crore population, especially women 
and children, cannot be sure of two 
square meals every day and of ade¬ 
quate shelter. The Constitution says 
there would be no discrimination 
against anyone on any ground but in 
actual practice we find discrimina¬ 
tion and denial of the promised op 
portunities at almost every step. To 
that extent, talent and merit suffer in 
almost all the States. 
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3. Every citizen is theoretically 
assured of speedy justice agaiirst the 
violaters of his rights but in practice 
justice is widely regarded as a luxury 
for the rich. Justice is long delayed; 
cases are kept pending for years on 
end. Ultimately, the aggrieved people 
abandon hope and continue to suffer 
indignities and remain victims of in¬ 


i 


justices and atrocities and excesses. 

4. Article 39 of the Constihition 
provides that the chUdren who form 
about 40 per cent of the population 
are to be given opportunities and 
facilities to develop in a healthy man¬ 
ner and should be protected against 
exploitation. Article 15 empowers the 
State to make special provision for 
w«)men and children. But these Ar¬ 
ticles have apparently been forgotten, 
the only reminders being the oc¬ 
casional references to them in courts. 
Laws do exist to guard against child 
labour but they are not implemented. 
Millions of children are made to work 
in hazardous occupations, including 
manufacture of fire-works at 
Sivakasi; they are required to do 
menial jobs on petty remuneration in 
roadside shops and "dhabas". The 
Government does little for them ex¬ 
cept passing laws which remain on 
paper. 

5. The Constitution postulates 
full religious freedom and a high 
degreee of tolerance and communal 
amity. But the communal clashes in¬ 
dicate the persistence of religious 
practices and of intolerance. 

Arguments Against the view 

1. The Constitution, particularly 
the Articles dealing with Basic 
Rights, is among the best in the 
world. Some of the country's best 
brains drafted the original document. 
It provides for all contingencies and 
keeps the people's rights and 
freedoms constantly in focus. But it is 
wholly unfair to expect miracles in 
four decades or so. The country, 
traditionally poor, caimot get rid of 
its age-old poverty and backward¬ 
ness in a relatively short period. But 
no one can deny that improvements 
have been made in several arenas. 

2. As for employment of child 
labour and women, the harsh reality 
is that these practices are among the 
compulsions of their poverty. Various 
measures are being taken to eradicate 
such social and economic evils. Am¬ 
bitious programmes of national 
reconstruction are framed and crores 
of rupees are being spent for the so¬ 


cial and economic uplift of the mas¬ 
ses. But the progress is admittedly 
slow because of the waste, inefficien¬ 
cy, corruption and misdirection of the 
effort. The people are also to blame 
for the lapses. 

3. The Constitutional provisions 
are almost perfect; the fault lies with 
the age-old religious and social 
prejudices among the illiterate mas¬ 
ses. These will take many decades to 
disappear. The task c^lls for her¬ 
culean efforts and requires adequate 
development of character which is 
woefully lacking. Therein lies the 
main cause. 

4. The far-sighted framers of the 
Constitution made specific 
provisions against infringement of 
human rights by thoughUess mem¬ 
bers of the executive. The Fundamen¬ 
tal Rights are available against the 
Executive and are also limitations on 
the powers of the legislature. The 
Constitution makes a compromise 
between the doctrines of parliamen¬ 
tary sovereignty and judicial 
supremacy. When the judiciary 
proves too obtrusive, the Union Par¬ 
liament has been given the power to 
amend the Constitution. This is a 
notable feature. 

5. The basic purpose of the Fun¬ 
damental Rights is to make the people 
better and more enlightened citizens. 
Tliis aim is being fulfilled gradually 
through special education and other 
instructive programmes. The average 
citizen is more enlightened and has 
greater political awareness than his 
predecessor two or three decades ago. 
This can be judged from the decisive 
voting trends. The "illiterate common 
voter" ousts from power people who 
have betrayed the trust reposed in 
them. 

6. In very few countries are there 
legal provisions for what is called 
"public interest litigation". A 
postcard can help ensure restoration 
of flouted rights through Supreme 
Court intervention. The personality 
of the common people is being 
gradually developed. TTiey are better 
fed, and better clothed. 
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Descriptive Questions 


The following are ansmm to ques¬ 
tions askxd in the Descriptive Test ^per 
of the State Bank of India Pro^tionary 
Officers' examination held on the 15th 
November, 1992. 

We thank Mr Sanjeev Kumar 
Bohidar of Bolangir, Mr Nitendra Nath 
Sinha of Bhagalpur, Mr Deepak Brahma 
of 24th Parganas (N), Mr Rafesh Kumar 
of Ranchi and Mr Vineet Ranjan of 
Buxar for sending us a copy of the ques¬ 
tion paper. 

Foreign Tourists and 
Indian Youth 

Q. Foreign tourists should not 
be allowed to come to India as they 
are a bad influence on the Indian 
youth. 

Give two aiguments in favour 
and two arguments against the 
above proposition. 

Arguments in favour of 
proposition 

1. The proposition under descrijv 
tion favours a blanket ban on the 
entry of foreign tourists into India for 
the simple reason that some 'social 
rejects' or 'disgruntled elements' 
from countries other than India, may 
adversely affect the minds of Indian 
youth in such a harmful way that 
mending the matters may prove an 
uphill task later on. We are already 
aware of the fact that the curse of 
drug addiction in its most dangerous 
dimensions was brought to India by 
the foreign tourists, some of whom 
were 'social derelicts' and 'human 
wrecks'. In some cases, foreign 
tourists coming from the West, are 
prone to spreading the cult of 
'permissiveness' in their relation- 
snips, which is totally alien to our 
ethics and ethos.'And still some 
tourists may be the carriers of the 
deadly disease of A11>S. 

2. Secondly, die foreign tourists 
coming in contact with our youth, 
may completely pervert the thinking 
modes of the latter and thus create 


problems of emotional disharmony 
in the family and psychological crisis 
for the youth himself. Under the bad 
influence of foreign tourists, Indian 
youth, eager to imitate them may 
denounce and renounce his creden¬ 
tials and become a misfit in his own 
milieu. 

Arguments against the 
proposition 

1. It is both childish and indis¬ 
creet to take such an alarming view of 
the foreign tourists polluting the 
minds of the Indian youth. In fact, the 
truth is the other way round. Indian 
youth, making a face to face contact 
with his foreign counterpart, is apt to 
learn how new channels of mutual 
inter-action, communication and un¬ 
derstanding are beneficial to him in 
more than one way. As a result of 
their meeting, the Indian youth is 
likely to learn a lot about the West, its 
work culture and rational outlook. 
This can open new vistas and visions 
of mutual trust and remove many 
doubts and fears that the Indian 
youth might have harboured 
about the foreign tourists coming 
to India. 

2. We should also welcome the 
foreign tourists to India because with 
their coming, the places of tourist in¬ 
terest will get a face li ft, the surround¬ 
ings are developed, infra-structural 
facilities near the tourist resorts are 
improved. Moreover, foreign tourists 
augment our foreign exchange reser¬ 
ves. We should encourage foreigners 
to visit India so that they can see for 
themselves how we are trying to 
overcome the teething troubles of a 
young democracy and the policy of 
"liberalisation", with the Indian 
youth actively involved in the suc¬ 
cess of both. 

Eradication of Corruption 

Q. 2. Some people feel that 
eradication of corruption is ideal 
but not practicable in the present 
set-up in the world. Express your 


views on the above proposition 
giving examples from your reading, . 
experience or knowledge. 

Ans. "Power corrupts and ab¬ 
solute power corrupts absolutely", is . 
a statement that eloquently describes 
the ground realities of power-politics > 
in all times and in all countries. 'Cor- . 
ruption and power' are like the two 
sides of a com, sustaining and sup¬ 
porting each other in the best of times > 
as also in the worst of times. Even : 
those who had sworn to fight corrup- ; 
tion and despatch it lock, stock and ' 
barrel into hell, found themselves in i. 
the dock to face similar charges of 
corruption and misuse of official : 
power. In highly consumption-con- ■ 
scious societies of today, where more 
and more prople are trying to live 
beyond their legitimate means of ' 
learning, the spectre of corruption is 
there to stay 

1. There is no gainsaying the hict 
that corruption eats into the vitals of 
a polity, leaving both the polity and 
its people highly sceptical. Whereas, 
in the West, political leaders thrown ^ 
out of power due to their involve- 
ment in corruption, seldom stage a 
come-back, in India they bounce biack 
to the political centre-stage again and 
again after having been indicted by 
the Commissions of Enquiry. In 
Japan too, some members of the 
ruling party, including ministers and 
prime-ministers, had to leave their 
seats of power on account of corrup¬ 
tion charges levelled and sub¬ 
sequently proved against them. 
Similarlysomeof the rulers in Africa,: 
Latin America and Asia are strug¬ 
gling hard to survive the slush of coz^ 
ruption in which they find ' 
themselves at the moment. 

2. Bofors and Securities Scam (to 
name two histances only) have been < 
the most discussed cases of corrup-., 
don in India today Even our elections 
are not free from the scouxge of cor¬ 
rupt practices, the most pialpable (ob¬ 
vious) being the filing of; 
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'election-expenses return' with the 
Election Commission. Everybody 
knows that the return does not show 
the staggering figures of actual ex¬ 
penditure incurred btith by the win¬ 
ner as well as the loser. Perhaps this 
under-statement of expenses may be 
true in other countries as well. 

3. Corruption is not confined to 
any one set of people. The existence 
of 'secret accounts' in Swiss Banks is 
an open invitation to those who make 
money through dubious deals, kick- 
backs, commissions, etc. 

4. In India ostentatious living and 
pompous pretensions have followed 
as natural consequences of the ac¬ 
quisition of black money through 
corrupt means. 

Democracy and Voting Age 

Q. 3. The decision of lowering 
the voting age from twenty one 
yean to ei^teen yean has made our 
democracy more immature than 
before. 

Give two arguments in favour 
and two against the above proposi¬ 
tion. 

Arguments for the proposition 

1. Democracy in India, already a 
manipulative target of money and 
muscle power, criminals and under¬ 
world dons, has been further 
weakened by lowering the voting age 
from twenty one years to eighteen 
years. This new group of voters, a 
highly immature and inflammable 
material, is too young to see through 
the game of tricksters and masters of 
the game of politicking. Our 
democracy has already earned the 
label of 'functioning anarchy' and 
with the army of new voters of 
eighteen years age, it will be further 
suDjected to the whims and 
waywardness of immaturity and in¬ 
experience of the new voters. 

2. We know to our chagrin that 
elections in colleges, conducted and 
contested by this very group of 
voters, vehemently vitiates the at¬ 
mosphere there and plays havoc with 
the academic life. With emotions run¬ 
ning high and immaturity ruling the 
roost, meir actual participation as 
voters in the election of the members 
of State assemblies and Lok Sabha, is 
fraught with dangers. They are like a 


ready-made material to be exploited 
in the name of any non-issues such as 
religion, caste and community and 
the consequences of such a situation 
can be really unpredictable and un¬ 
palatable. 

Arguments against the 
proposition 

1. It goes without saying that the 
success of democracy anywhere in 
the world depends more on the men¬ 
tal health of its voters than on their 
physical age. To presume that our 
democracy will become more imma¬ 
ture simply because eighteen years 
old have b^n granted voting rights 
is to belittle and berate our own 
political judgement, as also the 
strength of our democracy, that has 
withstood ail types of pressures and 
problems and come out as one of the 
most mature democracies of the 
world. No single segment of voters, 
and least of all the eighteen years old, 
can ever erode the foundations of our 
democracy. 

2. When these eighteen yeard old 
boys and girls had joined hands with 
their elders and fought against the 
British Rule, nobody had raised any 
eye-brow, and rightly so, nobody 
cast a doubt on the wisdom and 
maturity of their intentions and ac¬ 
tions. Left to themselves, they are in¬ 
telligent and responsible enough to 
manage their elections in the colleges 
in the most peaceful and orderly 
manner. The atmosphere gets 
vitiated only when elders from out¬ 
side interfere and poke their dirty 
nose into their affairs. 

The World Without Glass 

Q. 4. Suppose all the glass in the 
world melts down all of a sudden 
and it is not possible to manufacture 
glass any more. 

Give three possible conse¬ 
quences should such a situation 
arise. 

Ans. Glass, like wood and metal, 
has chiselled the curves and contours 
of human civilization and made it 
gaudy and glitzy. God forbid, if all 
the glass available in the world, melts 
down suddently and it is not possible 
to manufacture it anymore, the con¬ 
sequences will be too chilling and 
choking to be imagined now. But still 


one can conceive of the shape of 
things to come, if such a tragedy 
strikes the world. 

1. With the melting down of glass 
and its manufacturing stopping al¬ 
together, millions of workers wul be 
thrown out of their jobs. As a result of 
this mishap, the unemployed 
workers will nnd themselves into the 
jaws of hunger and starvation. The 
world economy, still trying to come 
out of the throes of recession, will 
suffer. Glasses and tumblers, bottles 
and cock-tail parties, chandeliers and 
countless other articles of daily use 
and decoration will disappear. 
Women will miss their bangles and 
other jewellery made of glass. Be¬ 
sides, those with problems of vision, 
will have to bear with their helpless¬ 
ness for want of lenses. 

2. The very thought that glass 
will disappear from the surface of 
earth sends shock waves down the 
spine. One shudders to think of a 
world where glass will become a 
myth. Art galleries, museums, 
laboratories, hospitals and a host of 
other places and institutions will be¬ 
come poorer in glamour and useful¬ 
ness. In the absence of eye-pieces 
(made from glass) telescopes, and 
micro.scopes, computers and 
television sets, (screens made from 
glass) cameras and numerous other 
gadgets will become inoperational 
and hence useless. There will be no 
bulb.s, tubes and lamps to give light 
during night. Research and develop¬ 
ment will be hit hard. 

3. Whereas, all shall miss the mir¬ 
ror, few will shed a tear for the mis¬ 
chief-mongers, riotous mobs, 
anti-social elements, and their ilk, 
hired and fired for breaking glass- 
panes and glittering show-room win- 
aows on any day of demonstration or 
protest rally. In the absence of glass in 
future, these elements shall have 
nothing more brittle to break than 
their own heads or the heads of 
passers-by. In such a situation, imru- 
ly elements will lose much of their 
teeth and devilish designs. Perhaps 
the disappearance of glass will 
deprive the evil doers much of their 
fearful fun and folly. All said and 
done, without glass the world will 
become a boring place indeed. 
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National Affairs 


♦ 1/A//CW BUDGET. 1993-94 ♦ RAILWAY BUDGET, 1993-94 

♦ HIGHLIGHTS OF PRE-BUDGET 1992-93 4 INDO-GERMAN 
RELATIONS ♦ INDIA-SPAIN RELATIONS ♦ RELATIONS 
WITH TAJIKISTAN ♦ EDUCATION ♦ ELECTIONS ♦ BODO 
ACCORD SIGNED ♦ RESERVATIONS ISSUE ♦ AYODHYA 
INCIDENT ♦ ANDHRA PRADESH ♦ INDO-PAK RELATIONS 

♦ LANDMARK JUDGEMENT ON DIVORCED MUSLIM WOMEN 

♦ CHILD LABOUR LAWS PROGRAMME * POLITICAL 
RALLIES BANNED IN DELHI ♦ SUGAR POLICY ♦ GOLD 
BOND SCHEME ♦ INDIA TO GAIN ENTRY INTO ARMS EXPORT 
MARKET ♦ KEROSENE, LPG DECANALISED ♦ flS 500 CR 
EXTRA FOR IREP IN PLAN ♦ NATIONAL MINERAL POLICY 

♦ CENTRAL RULE IN J-K EXTENDED 4 CHANGE OF GUARD IN 
MAHARASHTRA ♦ 

Union Budget, 1993-94 

O N February 27,1993, the Union Finance Minister, 
Dr Manmohan Singh, presented yet another 
landmark budget by 
introducing a unified 
exchange rate 
mechanism, popular' 
ly known as full con¬ 
vertibility of rupee on 
the current account. 

A big step for¬ 
ward was taken to 
further open up the 
Indian economy by 
slashing customs 
duty on import of a 
large variety of items, 
including capital 
goods. The budget 
also sought to expose 
the Indian industry 
to a substantially 
lower excise duties 
on a wide range of 
goods. 

No changes 
were, however, made 
in the personal in¬ 
come tax or in cor¬ 
porate tax regimes. 

Dr Singh mana¬ 
ged to project a lower 
budget deficit of Rs 
4,314 crore during 
1993-94. 

The Central Plan 


outlay for 1993-94 has been stepped up by 32 per cent to 
Rs 63,936 crore from the current year's level or Rs 48,407 
crore. However, taking into account the revised plan ex¬ 
penditure estimates, the actual increase works out to be 
28.5 per cent. The total budgetary support to the Central 
and btate/Union Territory plans has also been increased 
by 19 per cent. 

For the first time in years, the Union goveriunent has 
presented a budget with a primary surplus which is es¬ 
timated to be Rs 1,041 crore, against a revised primary 
deficit of 4,222 crore in 1992-93. 

The budget estimates for fiscal deficit for 1993-94 
are put at Ks 36,959 crore. Against this the bud^t 
estimates for interest outgo, in 1993-94, are set at KS 
38,000 crore. But for the interest obligation, the 
government would have ended with a surplus of Rs 
1041 crore. 

For a detailed report see paf’e 685. 


HIGHLIGHTS OF PRE-BUDGET 1992-93 
ECONOMIC SURVEY 

■ The growth of the gross domestic product (GDP) is expected to exceed four per cent in 
1992-93. 

■ Inflation declines to seven per cent. 

■ The Kharif foodgrain harvest is likely to show a rise of as much as eight per cent. 

■ Agricultural output, estimated to be five per cent higher than in 1991-92. 

■ Industrial sector continues to suffer from recessionary condibons through 1992-93 
though performance is better than in 1991-92. 

■ Industrial growth rate rise could go up to 4 per cent. 

■ Total bank credit to the commercial sector expanded by Rs 21,012 crore up to January 
8,1993 compared with only Rs 7,135 crore in the same period of 1991-92. 

■ TTie term loans, sanctioned by the all India Financial Institutions, during the period 
April-December 1992, show a growth of 70 per cent while disbursements snow a 
growth of 47 per cent. 

■ Balance of payments position stabilises. 

■ The level of imports in 1992-93, as a whole, is expected to be around $ 25 billion, which 
is lower than tne level in 1990-91. 

■ Total exports in 1992-93 may not exceed $ 19 billion. 

■ The current account deficit in 1992-93 is expected to be around $ 7 billion. 

■ The aimual rate of inflation, as measured by the wholesale price index, declines from 
13.6 per cent at the end of 1991-92 to 6.9 per cent on Jan 30,1993. 

■ Deceleration in inflation is a major achievement of economic management in the past 
year. 

■ Exports to bard currency area pick-up—11.4 per cent growth in April-December, 1992. 

■ The phase of crisis management of the economy is over. But a great deal remains to be 
done. 

■ The current account deficit in the balance of payments is still high and needs to be 
reduced from 2.8 per cent in 1992-93 to less than one per cent of GDP in 1995-96. 
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Railway Budget, 1993-94 

T he Railway Budget for 1993-94 has proposed a 
steep hike of 15 per cent in passenger fares and 10 
per cent in freight, to mop up a record Rs 1,848 crore 
additional resources. 

The revised passenger fares will fetch an additional 
revenue of Rs 431 crore, while freight will account for Rs 
1,417 crore. 

Two new schemes have also been announced. One, 
the setting up of a railways capital fund and two, the 
extension of insurance cover for the travelling public. A 
provision of Rs 1,960 crore has been made for the capital 
fund, which will begin operation from 1994. 

In a bold move, the freight on 16 essential items, 
including salt for human consumption, kerosene, live¬ 
stock, LPG, edible oils, gur, shakker and jaggery, fodder, 
fruits and vegetables, tea, organic manures, chemical 
manures, sugar, grains, pulses, diesal and oil cakes, has 
been increa.sed to fetch additional Rs 686 crore. In the 
budgets, presented in last ten years, these items had al¬ 
ways been exempted from the general freight hike. 

Nine new trains, including a weekly l^jdhani Express 
between Hazrat Nizamuddin station, Delhi and Madras 
are being introduced in 1993-94. 

Platform ticket charges have been raised from Rs 1.50 
to Rs 2. A new "sleeper class" has been introduced. Its 
fares will be 25 per cent higher than that of ordinary 
mail/express second class but with no separate sleeper 
charges. 

'To-pay" surcharge for coal has been increased from 
5 to 10 per cent. 

Indo-German Relations 

Visit of Chancellor Kohl 

G erman chancellor. Dr Helmut Kohl, arrived on 
^ February 18,1993 on a five-day visit to India. 

During his talks with Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao, Dr Kohl pledged support for the liberalisation 
policies and re-assur^ India that Germany regards India 
as a major partner. He expressed his conviction that 
despite the difficulties, that may have arisen the process 
of econoituc liberalisation, undertaken by India, was irre¬ 
versible. He further added that his government would do 
all it can, to encourage German business to look at the 
Indian market more favourably. 

Dr Kohl was also conferred, by the President, Dr S.D. 
Sharma, the jawaharlal Nehru Award for International 
Understanding, for his role in the peaceful and democratic 
unification of Germany, which symbolised the beginning 
'■ of a new era in the history of Europe. 

While speaking at a banquet, hosted in his honour. Dr 
Kohl urged India to sign the controversial Nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT). He maintained that ratifica¬ 
tion of the NPT and the control regime, which was part of 
it, would be beneEqal to Indo-German economic and 
t^nical cooperation. "We are prepared to conduct com- 
I'. preheqsive dialogue with India on aspects of non¬ 


proliferation", he said. 

President, Dr Shankar Dayal Sharma, reiterated In¬ 
dian position of total rejection of the discriminatory NPT. 
However, Dr Kohl made it clear that Indo-German 
economic relations would not suffer on account of New 
Delhi's refusal to sign the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty. 

During Dr Kohl's visit, twoinler-govemmental agree¬ 
ments, for a total of DM 85 million in soft loans for projects 
in India, were signed. Of this, DM 55 million were W a lift 
irrigation project in Orissa and DM 30 million for a credit 
line for the Industrial Credit and Investment Corporation 
of India. • 

German investment in India was Rs 22 crore in 1990 
and Rs 42 crore in 1991. In 1992 collaborations worth Rs 86 
crore were approved. Despite the increase in investment, 
Germany, which was the second largest foreign investor 
in India, had slipped to the seventh place. The new invest¬ 
ments, announced during Dr Kohl's visit, are expected to 
push Germany, up once again, to its previous position. 

Addressing a Press conference. Dr Kohl said that he 
did not expect the German private investment to increase 
substantially unless infrastructural and procedural 
deficiencies were removed. But, he looked forward to a 
further growth of economic, techqological and cultural 
relations between the two countries, in the years ahead. 

Kohl gives top priority to Kashmir: Dr Kohl 
described the Kiishmir dispute as "one of the most urgent 
problems on the international agenda" and urged India 
and Pakistan to settle it f)eacefully. He, however, ruled 
out the possibility of Germany offering its good offices for 
resolving the dispute. He strongly supported India's 
stand that the Simla agreement should form the basis for 
resolving the Kashmir issue. 

India-Spain relations 

Visit by Prime Minister Gonzalez 

T he Prime Minister of Spain, Mr Felipe Gonzalez 
Marquez, arrived in India on Februaiy 7,1993, on a 
four-day official visit. This was the first high-level official 
visit from Spain in eleven years. In 1982 King Juan Carlos 
and Queen Sofia had visit^ India to be the Chief guest at 
the Republic Day Parade. This was the first official visit by 
a Spanish Prime Minister. 

The economic and political ties between the two 
countries were further strengthened with the signing of 
four accords which included, a declaration against ter¬ 
rorism, a double taxation avoidance agreement and a 
comprehensive cultural exchange programme. 

The declaration on cooperation against terrorism, or¬ 
ganised crime and economic offences is an umbrella docu¬ 
ment, in the nature of a declaration of intention, and 
provides for several agreements to be reached on specific 
subjects. This was the first time that India signed an 
"umbrella agreement" of this nature with another 
country. “*• 

The Spanish Prime Minister saw tremendous scope 
for investment in India in the capital goods industry, food, 
agriculture, agro-elementary sectors and tourism. felt 
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that the trade and economic ties had been on.a low key 
despite the fact that the two countries were never in¬ 
volved in a major dispute. He felt that the agreements 
signed between die two countries, during his visit, would 
h«p promote Spanish investments in India. 

Mr Gonzalez supported the current endeavours of the 
Indian government to sustain the secular character of 
democracy. He said that Spain wanted to see a united, 
pro^rous and open India. 

A^ement to curb double taxation: An agreement 
was signed for avodance of double taxation and preven¬ 
tion of fiscal evasion with respect to taxes on income and 
capital. The agreement proviaes for concessional tax treat¬ 
ment in specmed areas. This will help in the modernisa¬ 
tion and growth of the Indian industry, by encouraging 
the flow of investment and technology in essential areas. 

Relations with Tajikistan 

Visit by Prime Minister Abdullojonev 

M r Abdul Malik Abdullojonev, Prime Minister of 
Tajikistan, arrived on February 14, 1993, on a 
five-day official visit. His visit helped lay a firm founda¬ 
tion for strong economic and trade ties between India and 
the Central Asian Republic. The highlight of the visit was 
the signing of six agreements in banking, technology, 
trade, information, science and aviation. 

Commercial and trading relations between the two 
countries, under the framework of India's relations with 
the former Soviet Union, had! been insignificant, although, 
geographically, among the Central Asian Republics of the 
Commonwealth of Independent States, Tajikistan is 
closest. 

Tajikistan became interested in having direct 
economic relations with India after it became independent 
in 1990. The main purpose of Prime Minister 
AbduUojonev's visit was to restore a new momentum to 
all round relations with India. 

India has agreed to provide $ 5 million credit to 
Tajikistan, as part of its efforts to boost bilateral coopera¬ 
tion. Four areas of cooperation between the two countries 
were also identified. An agreement was also signed to set 
up principles and directives for conducting bilateral rela¬ 
tions. Prime Minister Rao also announce a gift of 8.5 
tonnes of medicines and blankets as assistance to help 
Tajikistan cope with difficulties arising from shortage of 
fo^ and relief supplies, in some areas facing near famine 
conditions. 

Pact to fight fundamentalism: India and Tajikistan 
are today facing almost similar threats to their territorial 
integrity and internal security. To counter these threats the 
two signed an agreement to jointly fight the forces of 
reliffious fanaticism. State-sponsored terrorism and drug 
trafficking. 

Education 

SC guidelines on Admissions 

I N a landmark decision, the Supreme Court of India 
has held by 3:2, that every Indiw child, till the age of 


14, has a Fundamental ri^t to ptisaiay education, which! ; 
he can enforce through the courte. Further, every Indl«i; , 
citizen has a Fundamental right fo higher education, sul^ > ; 
ject to the “limits of the economic capacity and . i 
development" of the Union and State governments. 

Both rights flow from the Fundamental right to tife 
and liberty in Article 21 of the Constituticm. Thm, capita¬ 
tion fees is unconstitutional and recognised and aided 
private professional colleges can make adnussions and 
charge fees only according to the conditions laid down in 
the judgement. ,' 

This judgement, which is binding on all, ends the ^ 
attack by private colleges from several States, against the \ 
two-judge bench decision of the apex court, delivered in ( 
1992 in Mohini Jain's case, that education is an intrinsic 
part of the Fundamental right to life and liberty. 

The private colleges and institutions from Andhra, 
Karnataka, Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu had filed mti- 
tions before the apex court on the grounds that the Con¬ 
stitution requires an interpretation of its Articles, like the .' 
right to life and liberty, to be done only by a minimum 
bench of five; that private institutions are not a State and 
so not subject to Fundamental rights; that the judgement 
will spell financial ruin and end of location by private 
bodies which have a fundamental right to set up such i 
institutions; and that Directive Principles in Articles 41 
and 45 are not enforceable in courts of law, even though 
these are fundamental to any government's functioning. 

The majority judgement now says that for all Indians . 
the right to education is subject to only the directive prin¬ 
ciples. Further all private institutions, imparting eauca- 
tion, cannot admit students and charge fees at their sweet 
will. They will have to abide by the conditions laid down 
by the apex court. 

The court further held that by virtue of recogniticm ' ; 
given to a private institution it does not become an In¬ 
strumentality of State. But, since it is discharging dtie 

f ublic function of imparting education, it is subject to tl^ 
undamental right of offering education only on fair, ju4t 
and reasonable terms. 

Elections 

Assembly polls in Nagaland and Meghalaya 

V OTER turnout was heavy and enthusiastic in the f' 
election to the 60-member Assemblies of Nagaland 
and Meghalaya. 

The elections were held on February 15,1993. 

Inspite of the wintry drizzle more than 60 per cent i 
electorate cast their votes in Meghal^a. In Nagaland, 75 
per cent electorate cast their votes. There were 290 can¬ 
didates in fray in Meghalaya and 178 candidates in 
Nagaland. 

Marak swom-in CM of Meghalaya: The Congress 
returned to power in Meghalaya. Mr Selsang C. Marak 
was sworn-in as the Chief Minister. The Congress 
emerged as the single l^t^t party in the 60-inember 
House, securing 24 seats. The deficit was nipde-up by 
eight independents who lent their support to the Con- •' 
gress. ■ ; 
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The final party position was; Total seats' 60; Results 
declared: 59. 

Congress: 24; Hill People's Union: H; Hill State 
People's Democratic Party: 7; Public Demands Implemen¬ 
tation Party: 2; APML (A): 3; and Independents: 12. 

The Hill People's Union, the Hill State Peoples' 
Democratic Party and the Public Demands Implementa¬ 
tion Committee had formed a joint front under tne banner 
of Meghalaya Federation (of regional parties). 

The BJP, the Janata Dal and the Janata Party, making 
their maiden appearance, failed to win a scat. 

Since 1978, independents have been playing a key 
role in Meghalaya's political arena. In the present 
House they nave become the most sought after person.s, 
since none of the parties are in position to .secure a 
majority. 

S.C. Jantir becomes CM of Nagaland: The Congress 
bagged .35 out of the 56 .seats for which results were 
declared and formed its government, headed bv Mr S.C. 
Jamir. The National Peoples Council could win m only 15 
seals while independents romped home in six. The elec¬ 
tion brought the end to President's rule, which was im- 

E osed on April 2, 1992. Mr Jamir became the 16th Chief 
linister of Nagaland. He had headed the first Congress 
government in Nagaland in 1982. This is his fourth tenure 
as Chief Minister. 

Tripura assembly polls postponed; On February 13, 
1993 the Election Commission postponed the A.ssembly 
polls in Tripura, which were scheduled to be held on 
February 15,1993. According to the Election Commission, 
under tne deteriorating law and order situation, with a 
large number of pre-poll violent incidents, it was not 

E ossible to hold free and peaceful poll. April 3,1993 has 
een announced as the new date on which the elections 
will now be held. 

Bodo accord signed 

A n accoal was signed on February 20,1993, lietween 
the government of Assam and the All Bodo 
Students' Union (ABSU), on creation of a Bodoland 
Autonomous Council with legislative powers. It is 
hoped that this will settle the six-year-old Bodo ethnic 
issue. 

The accord envisages setting up of an autonomous 
administrative structure within the State of Assam. The 
new body will have control over 38 subjects, including 
education and socio-economic development. But, it will 
not have any say in matters relating to law and order. 

The council will have 40 members, of which 35 will be 
directly elected and five will be nominated by the gover¬ 
nor of Assam. 

The autonomous territory will cover atleast 2000 vil¬ 
lages inhabited by plains tribals. it will stretch from the 
Sankosh river in Dhubri district to the Panchnoi river in 
Darrang district. Those villages have been included which 
have a tribal population of more than 50 per cent. 

However, the settlement falls far short of the original 
demand fora separate State of Bodoland. 


Reservations issue 

Panel formed to identify 'creamy layer' 

T he welfare ministry of the government of India has 
constituted a three-member expert committee to 
j identify the economically better-off among the backward 
I classes. 'Those identified by the committee will not be 
i entitled to job reservations as per the recommendations of 
the Mandal Commission report. 

Mr R.N. Prasad, a retired Judge of the Patna High 
Court, has been named the Chairman of the committee. 
The other two members will be, Mr M.L. Sahave, former 
chairman of UPSC and Mr R.J. Majithia, former chairman 
of the Revenue Board, Rajasthan. 

The committee has been set-up in view of the 
Supreme Court judgement, which had upheld the 27 per 
cent job reservations for backward classes, as recom- 
menoed in the Mandal Commission report, but had said 
that the 'creamy layer' among the backward classes be 
excluded. The expert committee will lay down the criteria 
for determining this 'creamy layer'. It has been asked to 
.submit its report by March 15,1993. 

Ayodhya Incident . 

White Paper placed before the Parliament 

T he 122-pago White Paper on Ayodhya, which out¬ 
lines the background and genesis of the Ram- 
janambhoomi-Babri Masjid dispute, was tabled in the 
Parliament on February 24,1993. 

The document has accused the erstwhile Bharatiya 
Janata Party government in Uttar Pradesh in casting aside 
commitments to protect the structure to the Supreme 
Court and the Parliament. 

It lists the events that led to the demolition of the 
disputed structure. According to it the manner in which 
the mosque was pulled down "gave rise to suspicion of a 
deep-rooted amspiracy on the part of the perpetrators of 
the crime". 

The White Paper expressed the determination of the 
government to "unveil the conspiracy" behind the 
demolition and "relentlessly pursue the offenders till they 
were brought to book". It further maintained that the 
incident could not be attributed to a "failure of the system 
as a whole, nor of wisdom inherent in the Constitution, 
nor yet of the power of tolerance, brotherhood and 
compassion". 

The chronology of events, on how the 16th century 
mosque was torn down, is also given in the White Paper. 

Andhra Pradesh 

Longest kidnapping drama 

T he longest-ever kidnap drama in Andhra Pradesh 
came to an end on February 21, 1993, with the 
Naxalite kidnappers setting free therCongress ML A, Mr 
O.P. Balaraju and depot manager of Girijan Cooperative 
Corporation, Mr Chinnam Raju. 

The two, alOiig with six other government officials. 
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had been kidnapped on January 30,1993, by the Naxalites 
belonging to the outlawed Peoples War Group. 

The Naxalites had demanded the release of two of 
their leaders, Kranti Kanadive and Sudhakar Reddy, in 
lieu of the release of the hostages. They had threatened to 
kill the hostages if their demands were not met. 

The government, however, remained firm on its stand 
of not surrendering to the den\ands of the extremists. It 
was made clear that the government would not interfere 
with the judicial process so as to secure release of the jailed 
Naxalites. 

Constant pressures from Civil rights activists as 
also the local people, with whom Mr Balaraju was 
quite popular, and the willingness of the State 
government to secure release of Mr Kranti Ranadive, 
at the earliest, paved the way for the release of all the 
hostages. 

IndO'Pak relations 

India objects to Pak stand on minorities 
issue 

I NDIA took a strong exception to the vituperative at¬ 
tack by Prime Minister of Pakistan, Mr Nawaz Sharief, 
against the Indian government's handling of the Ayodhya 
issue, while addressing the 49th session of the UN Human 
Rights Commission, in Geneva. 

Cl\allenging Pakistan's credentials, in attempts to 
raise the question of minorities in India, Indian Ambas¬ 
sador, Mr Satish Chandra, detailed the contrasting posi¬ 
tion of minorities in the two countries and described 
Pakistan's record as "abysmal". 

The UN Commission was made aware that the con¬ 
stitution of Pakistan barred any person, belonging to a 
minority gniup, from holding posts of national respon¬ 
sibility. On the other hand minorities in India had par¬ 
ticipated vigorously in national life and helped enrich it. 

Pakistan also made an attempt to raise the issue of 
Jammu and Kashmir under the agenda item on "self- 
determination". The Indian Ambassador told the com¬ 
mission that right to self-determination applied only to 
States which were not self-governing and was inap¬ 
plicable to integral parts of sovereign, independent States. 

Landmark judgement on 
divorced Muslim women 

A division bench of the Bombay High Court, com¬ 
prising Mr Justice Michael Saldanka and Mr Justice 
S.P. Kurdukar, has held that the Muslim Women (Protec¬ 
tion of Rights on Divorce) Act, 1986, which came into force 
from May 16,1986, is prospective in its operation because 
there are no provision in the statute to the contrary. 

As a consequence of this decision, divorced Muslim 
women in Maharashtra can continue to ask the courts to 
enforce maintenance orders, passed before the coming 
into force of the Act, and even after that. Moreover, they 
still have recourse to the provisions of Sections 125 and 
127 of the Criminal Procedure Code, regarding main¬ 
tenance. 


The division bench held that although the new act 
superseded the provisions of Sections 125 and 127 of the 
Cnminal Procedure Code, it still retained the basic ele¬ 
ments of maintenance, provided under Section 125(3) erf 
the Criminal Procedure Code. 

Child Labour Laws Programme 

I NDIAN government has launched a Rs 2.77 crore 
Child Labour Action and Support Project (CLASP) to 
enforce the child labour laws and to provide support for 
on-going and future projects. 

The three-year project is specifically intended to 
facilitate the implementation of Child Labour (Prohibition 
and Regulation) Act, 1986 and the National Child Labmtr 
Poli^. The project is to be executed by the ILO and the 
ministry of labour. 

According to a sample survey projections, the number 
of child workers is estimated to be about 17 million. 83 per 
cent of them work in agriculture. The remaining work in 
manufacturing, processing, repairs and allied areas. 

Political rallies banned in Delhi 

T he Central Government has banned holding of 
political rallies in Delhi for next few months. It was 
felt that the mob attending these rallies could become 
uncontrollable and may indulge in violence. 

Consequence to this decision the BJP rally, to be held 
on February 25,1993, was refused permission. But the BJP 
decided to defy the orders and proceeded to hold the rally 
at Boat Club in New Delhi. However, in a determined 
action, the government foiled all attempts by BJP to hold ' 
a rally on February 25. More than 60,000 BJP activists were 
arrested countrywide, to prevent them from reaching 
Delhi. Those who did manage to gather at different places 
in Delhi were dispersed using lathis, tear gas and water 
cannons. 

Dr Muni Manohar Joshi, President of BJP, was injured 
and had to be hospitalised. 

The ban on the BJP rally evoked mixed reaction. While 
BJP termed it as fascist, the Congress called it a step in 
right direction. BJP termed the ban as "unwanted, un- 
precedentetl and an attempt to gag the major opposition 
party in the country". 

The Janata Dal conceded that holding rallies and 
public meetings was a democratic right and no govern¬ 
ment should curta il it. Others felt that both BJP, by holding 
the rally, and the Congress, by banning it, acted in an 
unwise manner. 

Sugar Policy 

T he new Sugar Policy of the government envisages 
wide-ranging concessions for new factories and ex¬ 
pansion projects; five per cent increase in free sale quota; 
continuation of the existing licensing policy; and a 20 per 
cent hike in the consumer price of sugar. 

The statutory minimum price of sugarcane, payable | 
by sugar factories for the 1992-93 season, has been raised ' 
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by Rs 31 a quintal. The price would go up to Rs 3250 a 
quintal in lw3-94. 

The levy free sale ratio has been chained to 40:60 for 
the 1992-93 season from the earlier 45: SoT 

A provision for creation of a buffer stock of five lakh 
tonnes has been made. The buffer will be created with 
effect from April 1,1993. The sugar factories will be re-im- 
bursed the storage, interest and insurance charges from 
the sugar development fund. 

Gold Bond Scheme 

W HILE presenting the 1992-93 budget, the Finance 
Minister had proposed to introduce a gold bund 
scheme to mobilise the idle gold resources of ordinary 
citizens to supplement official reserves. The scheme has 
now been notified, almost a year after it was announced. 

The scheme will open on March 15,1993 and close on 
June 14,1993. The minimum limit for subscription is 500 
mms. The subscription to the bonds will be accepted in 
me form of gold and at the end of five years, an equivalent 
quantity of gold will be returned. The bonds will bear a 
lumpsum interest for the whole period at the rate of Rs 40 
for each gram of 0.995 fineness gold, payable on maturity, 
in rupees. 

The initial subscribers to the scheme will have certain 
immunities on wealth tax, gift tax, income tax, be¬ 
sides the customs act, FERA and Foreign Contribu¬ 
tion Regulation Act. As a result, the subscriber will 
not have to disclose the nature and acquisition of the 
bonds, including the source of money with which the 
gold was acquired. Further, no enquiry or investiga¬ 
tion will be undertaken under any of the above-men¬ 
tioned acts. 

India to gain entry into arms 
export market 

I NDIA, a new entrant in the arms export market, is 
likely to use the marketing talents of the British and the 
French, to gain a speedy and effective entry into the inter¬ 
national arms bazaar. India has good relations with both 
Britain and France and it is in pxjsition to manufacture a 
variety of weapons, to their designs and specifications, for 
sales through their networks. 

The oil-rich Gulf countries alone are expected 
to spend more than $ 8U billion on new arms, by the 
turn of the century. India can sell them convention¬ 
al arms and expendable munitions at much cheaper 
rices than the West. Besides, it is cheaper even for 
ritain and France to source some of their require¬ 
ments from India. India already has access to their 
technology. 

Kerosene, LPG decanalised 

A s part of its strategy to decontrol the oil sector, the 
government has decanalised the import of 
kerosene and Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) and intro¬ 
duced dual marketing. 
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Now anyone can import LPG and kerosene and sell it 
at his own determined price. However, Indian Oil 
Corporation, the canalising agency of the govern¬ 
ment, would continue to import tnese products to 
meet the requirements of the public distribution 
system and sell them at the government-decided 
prices. 

Rs 500 cr extra for IREP in Plan 

A n additional outlay of Rs 500 crore has been made 
in the Eighth Plan for a new component of mini¬ 
mum needs programme for rural domestic energy, incor¬ 
porated into the Integrated Rural Energy* Programme 
(IREP). The new component would aim at providing min¬ 
imum domestic ener^ needs of the economically weaker 
sections, in the IREP blocks which are below the poverty 
line and are not able to meet their cooking and lighting 
needs. 

The programme aims at developing capabilities in the 
States and Union Territories, for preparing and im¬ 
plementing area-based integrated rural energy plans and 
projects, through which the optimum mix of all types of 
energy sources, conventional and non-conventional, are 
provided to the rural areas for meeting the diverse needs 
for domestic purposes and for* productive income¬ 
generating activities. 

National Mineral Policy 

O N March 5,1993, the government announced the 
new National Mineral Policy, opening the mining 
sector to the private sector as well as to the foreign invest¬ 
ment. This is in line with the economic liberalisation 
policy. The policy covers non-fuel and non-atomic 
minerals. 

The foreign investment would normally be limited to 
50 per cent, but this limitation would not apply to captive 
mines of any mineral processing industi^. Enhanced 
foreign equity holding can also be consider^ on case to 
case basis. 

In the joint venture mining projects, for minerals 
in which the country is deficient, exports will be al¬ 
lowed only after the domestic requirement has been 
met. 

In case of ores, whose known reserves are not abun¬ 
dant, preference will be given to parties taking up their 
mining for captive use. 

The policy takes care of the environmental aspect and 
lays down that mining operations will not "ordinarily" 
be taken up in identified ecologically fragile and biologi¬ 
cally rich areas. 

The policy enmhasises certain new aspects and ele¬ 
ments like mineral exploitation in the sea-Wi, develop¬ 
ment of proper inventory, proper linkage between 
exploitation of minerals and development of mineral in¬ 
dustry, preference to members of the Sdieduled Tribes for 
development of small deposits, enforcement of mining 
plan for adoption of proper mining methods and op¬ 
timum utilisation of minerals, export of minerals in value 



added form and recycling of metallic scrap and mineral 
waste. 

According to the policy, no mining lease would be 
granted to any party, private or public, without a proper 
mining plan, including the environmental management 
plan. 

Central rule in J-K extended 

O N March 1, 1993, the Parliament approved the 
extension of President's rule in Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir for another six months. 

Replying to a two-and-half hour discussion, the 

f ;overnment ruled out a solution to Kashmir prob- 
em in next six months. The Home Minister, Mr 
Chavan, said that the government was just meeting a 
technical point. 

Mr Chavan also said that the government was not 
averse to granting greater autonomy to the State if this 
could help to solve the problem. It was also not averse to 
holding talks with militants, for a lasting solution, 
provided they "abjured violence" and "declare their belief 
in the Indian Constitution". 

Mr Chavan said that, if necessary, a separate zone for 
Kashmiri Pandits would be demarcated in the valley so 
that they could be fully protected. He expressed concern 
about the three lakh Kashmiri Pandits wno have fled the 
valley. 

Mr Chavan also announced that the information and 
Broadcasting Ministry has been asked to set-up a special 
cell to counter Pakistan's disinformation campaign in 
Kashmir. 

Change of guard in Maharashtra 

O N February 23, 1993, Mr Sudhakar Rao Naik 
resigned as the Chief Minister of Maharashtra, fol¬ 
lowing a meeting with the Prime Minister, Mr P.V. 
Narasimha Rao, who is also the President of the Congress 
Party. 

Mr Narasimha Rao took serious note of two aspects 
while deciding to ask Mr Naik to resign. One, Mr Naik 
was least concerned and totally indifferent to the losses 
suffered by Hindus and Muslims alike, during the riots in 
Bombay. Two, Mr Naik was a party to gross violation of 
the CWC resolution, which called upon senior leaders, in 
particular, not to rush to the media over any differences 
they may have. 

After hectic consultations it was decided to appoint 
Mr Sharad Pawar, Defence Minister in the Union Cabinet, 
as the new Chief Minister of Maharashtra. 

Mr Pawar's nomination brought down the curtain 
on the protracted political uncertainty in Maharashtra. 
He has been selected for the post because of his 
grassroot image and his ability to lead various factions 
of the party. Also, after the unprecedented riots in Bom¬ 
bay, a leader was required who could provide stability 
to the ^ate, 

This is the third time that Mr Pawar has taken over as 
the Chief Minister of Maharashtra. 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

♦ ECONOMIC PLAN TO SET US ON NEW COURSE ♦ CHINA 
AND BRITAIN ROW OVER PLANS ♦ FRENCH PRESIOmT 
VISITS CMABODIA AND VIETNAM ♦ CLERIDES ELECTION WIN 
A SETBACK TO UN PLAN ♦ PAK, N-KOREA SIGN N-PACT ♦ 
RUSSIAN HARDLINERS START ♦ UN TO TAKE OVER 
COMMAND ♦ PAK USING DRUG PROFITS TO FUND 
MILITANCY ♦ US PLANES DROP FOOD. MEDICINES OPER 
eOSNM ♦ DEPORTATION OF PALESTINIANS ♦ DUTCH 
HOUSE ALLOWS MERCY-KILLINGS’ ♦ AMNESTY INDICTS . 
WEST EUROPE POLICE FOR RACISM ♦ ILOPLANTOCCmAT, 
CHILD LABOUR ♦ CHINA’S PLAN TO BUILD UP NAVY 4; 
RUSSIA KAZAKHSTAN TO HAVE COMMON DEFENCE ZCME ♦ 
FORMER GENERAL CHARGED WITH C(»ITEMPT OF COUfff A 
G-7 PLEDGES TO COORDINATE TO BOOST WORLD GROWTH 

♦ PEACE PACT BETWEEN RIVAL MUJAHIDEEN ♦ 

USA 

Economic plan to set US on new course 

P RESIDENT Bill Clinton's programme, if approved . 

by the Congress, seeks to control the spiralling - 
budget deficit through tax increases and spending cuts. It 
is expected to boost the spending on long-term invest- ' 
mcnts and give the economy a short-term jolt. 

The key elements of the plan are: 1. Higher individual 
taxes; 2. Higher business taxes; 3. Spending cuts. The cost 
of the government would be trimmed by $ 35 billion over . 
four years through elimination of unnecessary program¬ 
mes. 4. Spending increases. A short-term stimulus pad(- . . 
age of $ .30 billion over the next two years is being put 
forward that would boost spending for public works 
projects, extend jobless benefits for the long-term un¬ 
employed and provide jobs for unemployed youth. 

There is also a proposal for a broad-based tax <rfi 
energy, determined by the heat content of fuels. 

The present deficit of USA is 300 billion dollars. If 
nothing is done to reduce this, it would rise to 350 billion 
dollars ih next four years. The minimum level required is 
less than 200 billion dollars. 

President Clinton has blamed all the ills of USA to the ' 
trickle-down theory that the successive Republican 
regimes had experimented in the last 12 years. At present 
there are nine million jobless Americans and the health¬ 
care and education systems are in shambles. 

President Clinton has also unveiled a multi-billion 
dollar project to propel USA into the 21st century, recap¬ 
ture the lead in technology and make the vast power of trie 
super computer available to the common man. The plan 
abandons the Reagan-Bush vision of less Government in 
industry. "It explicitly recognises the crucial role the 
federal government plays in working with the private ,■! 
sector to develop technologies in key areas in the modem f 
world." ' 

Hong Kong 

China and Britain row over poll plans 

A bitter political dispute erupted whan Mr Chris 
Patten, the Governor of Hong Kong,, proposed to , 
put before the Legislature some democratic reform 

’ i 
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proposals. China said that it would proclaim its ow’n 
election rules for Hong Kong, by 1995, if the colony's 
legislature defied China and nppnwed Governor Patten's 
proposals. 

The proposals put forward by Governor Patten, if 
accepted, would have j;iven the people of Hong Kong far 
more democracy than China had in mind, albeit well short 
of a Western-style parliamentary system. 

China has accused Patten of breaking the 1984 accord 
and the Chinese-drafted basic law. Mr Patten has denied 
this, saying that the law is silent on arrangements for the 
1995 elections, the last under British rule. Under a time¬ 
table, agreed between Britain and China, only 20 seats out 
of the 60 seats of the Legislature are to re popularly 
elected in 1995. Mr Patten's proposals seek to widen the 
participation for the 1995 elections. 

Chinese officials say that they w'ould reject even a 
diluted version of the proposed reforms. China opposes 
the plans because of fears that more freedom in Hong 
Kong will feed dissent elsewhere at home. 

Hong Kong is to be transfered to China in 1997, under 
an agreement signed in 1984. 

French President visits 
Cambodia and Vietnam 

M r Francois Mitterrand, President of France, 
visited Cambodia on February 11, 1993. Since 
1966, he is the first French President to visit this former 
French colony. At the airport he was met by Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk, President of Cambtidia and the very 
man who wrested independence from France, in 1953. 

Cambodia is struggling to implement a peace accord, 
produced by an international conference that France co- 
chaired in 1991. The four factions agreed, then, to end their 
13-year war and authorise the largest-ever UN peace¬ 
keeping operation to stabilise the country for elections in 
May 1993. 

But the Khmer Rouge guerilla group has violated 
most terms of the accoro, so skirmishes continue in the 
countryside. The basic aim of Mr Mitterrand's visit was to 
discuss the peace process with the heads of the factions as 
well as the UN ofncials. 

Vietnam, France sim six accords: On February 9,1993 
Mr Mitterrand arrived in Vietnam—the first visit by a 
western head of State since the Communist forces 
defeated a US-backed government and re-unified the 
country in April 1975. 

Six agreements were signed on cooperation in tele¬ 
communications, aviation and other fields. Mr Mitterrand 
also visited the battle-field of Dien Bien Phu where, in 
1954, more than 14,000 French soldiers were killed, 
wounded or captured in a 55-day siege by the Vietnamese 
that sounded the death-knell for French colonialism in the 
region. 

Mr Mitterrand promised to double the economic aid 
to Vietnam thus further easing the way for French 
businessmen in what could be Asia's most lucrative new 
market. 


He also urged the US President, Mr Bill Clinton, to lift 
the embargo that USA has imposed on Vietnam in 1964. 

Cyprus 

derides election win a setback to UN plan 

T he veteran right-wing Greek Cypriot leader, Mr 
Glafcos derides, defeated Mr George Vassilion in 
the presidential elections, with a razdfvthin mai^ of 2000 
votes. This was the first presidential victory, in 33 years, 
for the Centrist Democratic Party, which backed Mr 
derides. 

Mr derides had campaigned for drastic Amendments 
to UN proposals for ending the division of this Mediter¬ 
ranean island, cut in two since Turkey invaded and oc¬ 
cupied the north in 1974. He termed the UN blue-print, for 
unification of Cyprus, disastrous. His victory has proved 
to be a set-back for the UN plan. 

"The set of ideas", incorporated under the UN 
Security Council resolution 789, envisage the re¬ 
unification of Cyprus in a federation between the Greek 
and Turkish zones. It is further proposed to reduce 
Turkish Cypriot territory from 38 rer cent of the island 
to around 28 per cent. There woulcl be freedom of move¬ 
ment between the two zones and limited settlement 
rights. 

In 1974, following a coup supported by the military 
junta in Greece, a proposal was made to merge Cyprus 
with Greece. The coup was crushed when Turkish 
troops invaded from the mainland and occupied north¬ 
ern Cyprus to protect the 1,50,000 Muslim Turkish 
Cypriots. 

Pak, N-Korea sign N-Pact 

A ccording to the us House of Representatives 
Foreign Affairs Committee, Pakistan and North 
Korea have reached an agreement for the expansion of 
Islamabad's military nuclear programme. An agreement 
in principle was reached during the visit of a five-member 
North Korean Parliamentary delegation to Pakistan. 

The agreement will be implemented through a spe¬ 
cially convened high-level joint working group. Inis 
agreement amounts to the adoption by Palustan of the 
standing arrangements on military nuclear cooperation 
between Iran, China and North Korea. In view of the 
expansion of the Iran-Pakistan strategic and nuclear 
cooperation, it was only a question of time before Is¬ 
lamabad was fully integrated into the web of strategic 
relations established by Iran. 

Russian hardliners oppose 
START 

E ven before the start of debate on ratifying the 
START-II treaty, the Russian hardline lawmakers are 
opposing it. The treaty was signed Iretween President 
Boris Yeltsin of Russia and the former US President 
George Bush, on January 3,1993. 


70S APRIL'93 COMPETITION MASTER 



The hardliners have two main arguments against 
START-II. One, it would radically transform Russia's 
nuclear capability, giving USA a dangerous advantage. 
Two, dismantling Russia's nuclear weapons stockpile 
would be more expensive than simply maintaining them. 

Mr Koloskov, ex-Soviet General serving as a defence 
advisor to the hard-line "Unity" Parliamentary faction, 
said that START-II would deprive Russia of its capacity to 
deter nuclear attack. 

START-II would eliminate SS-18 missiles, the bulwark 
of Russia's nuclear stockpile. Rus.sia was already com¬ 
mitted to dismantle half of them under the original 1991 
START. 

Ukraine's tough terms on N-warheads; Ukraine, 
which has 176 long-range nuclear missiles, has stirred 
concern in Russia and the West by demanding greater 
compensation and security guarantees before ratifying 
and implementing disarmament treaties with USA. Un¬ 
like Russia, Ukraine has not ratified START-1, which was 
signed in 1991 by then Presidents George bush and Mik¬ 
hail Gorbachov. 

Ukraine realises that the presence of nuclear arms 
brings it a measure of respect and attention from 
USA. So it is demanding security guarantees and $1.5 
billion to dismantle the nuclear weapons positioned 
on its soil. 

The US, initially offered only $ 175 million. It has 
conveyed to Ukraine that the offer for more would be 
consiaered only after Ukraine agrees to remove all nuclear 
weapons on its soil to Russia and ratifies the Non- 
Proliferation Treaty. 

Belarus ratifies START-J: The Parliament of Belarus 
has ratified the START-I treaty leaving Ukraine as the only 
former Soviet republic still considering the pact. 

The START treaty and its protocols require Belarus to 
surrender all 81 of the SS-25 single warhead missiles that 
it inherited from the fonner Soviet nuclear arsenal. 

The parliaments of Russia and Kazakhstan had 
ratified START-1 in 1992. 

Somalia 

UN to take over command 

T he UN Secretary General, Dr Boutros Boutros- 
Ghali, has proposed May 1,1993 as the date for the 
formal transfer of command of UN operations in 
famine-stricken Somalia, from the American-led 
Unified Task Force (UNITAF) to a new and beefed-up 
UN force. 

The new force would be called the UN Operation in 
Somalia II (UNOSOMII). It would take over in a phased 
operation and initially include about 8,000 logistics 
troops, transferred from UNITAF. Eventually the strength 
would be beefed-up to 28,000. 

Lieutenant-General Cevik Bir of Turkey will be the 
commander of the new force. 

Dr Ghali has asked the Security Council, which must 
approve the arrangements, to empower UNOSOM II to 
use force under the Chapter VII provisions of the UN 


Charter. 

Pak using drug profits to fund 
militancy 

A ccording to a report of Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) of USA, heroin trade has penetrated 
the "highest political circles" of Pakistan and its military 
intelligence is using the profits to fund separatist move¬ 
ments in India and Civil War in Afghanistan. 

The report further says that heroin traffickers had 
financed Pakistan's ruling political party, bought enough 
votes to win seats in the National Assembly and gained 
access to Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and President 
Ghulam Ishaq Khan. 

Although the Koran prohibits narcotics use, the Mus¬ 
lim religious scholars in Pakistan's opium growing areas 
have issued "fatwas", or legal opinions, pronouncing "the 
cultivation of poppy and production of heroin as lawful, 
provided the arug was not aimed at Muslim consumers". 

But limiting these to non-Muslims has been impos¬ 
sible. Pakistan had no heroin addicts in 1980. Today there 
are two to three million addicts out of a 117-million 
population. 

US planes drop food, medicines 
over Bosnia 

O N March 1, 1993, three unarmed US Air Force 
cargo planes dropped 21 tonnes of food and medi¬ 
cal supplies to isolated regions in Bosnia. The aid was for 
the besieged Muslim villages. The rebel Serb forces, sur^ 
rounding the Muslim areas, had refused to let the aid 
reach these areas by road. 

Meanwhile, the US has pledged support, including 
the military back-up, if necessary, to international efforts 
for ending the ethnic warfare in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

On March 4, 1993, the Security Council demanded 
that Serbs halt their attacks and call^ for the deployment 
of UN troops to protect civilians. It demanded that the 
three parties—^Muslims, Croats and Serbs—should reach 
a fair settlement. The 15-member council twice singled out 
Bosnian Serbs as aggressors and demanded that they and 
others halt violence near the town of Cerska. The council 
also demanded uninlpeded access to humanitarian relief 
conveys throughout TOsnia. 

Bosnian Serb leader, Mr Redovan Karadzic, speaking 
before the Council, rejected charges of Serbian aggression. 
''They (Muslims) fight not only armies but also the local 
population, particularly Serbs", he said. 

Meanwhile the Bosnian Muslim government, on 
March 3, 1993 signed a future disengagement of forces 
and ceasefire agreement. The military agreement, which 
will not end the war before all sides agree on a division of 
Bosnia into ten semi-autonomous provinces, maps out 
how the warring factions would withdraw forces and 
weapons from front lines, after a final settlement. 

UN to set up war crimes tribunal; On February 23, 
1993, the Security Council decided to set up a war crimes 
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tribunal to try those responsible for crimes committed 
during the last one year's ethnic conflict in Yugoslavia. 
The warring factions indulged in mass murders, sys¬ 
tematic rapes and U)rtiire. 

The tribunal is to be set up under Chapter 7 of the 
Charter of the United Nations, which will make the 
resolution enforceable. I'his tribunal will be the first since 
the notorious trials at Tokyo and Nuremberg, Germany, 
after the Allied victory in World War II. 

Nearly all of the former Yugoslavia's many ethnic 
groups have been accused of human rights violations 
since 1991. But, witnesses and the weight of available 
information puts responsibility for the worst abuses at the 
Serbs' doorstep. 

Deportation of Palestinians 

UN accepts Israeli plan 

O N February 13,1993, the Security Council ended its 
clash with Israel, over the exile of 415 Palestinians, 
by accepting the Israeli offer to repatriate 101 men as a first 
step towards bringing them all home. 

The diplomatic move took the steam out of a Palestine 
Liberation Organisation attempt to have the Council 
adopt a resolution imposing trade sanctions on Israel. 

The compmmiso has also enabled the Palestinian 
negotiators to return to the West Asia peace talks, without 
lining face over the deportation issue. 

The Palestinian .spokeswoman, Ms Hanan Ashrawi, 
first dismissed as "totally unacceptable" the UN-brokered 
deal. However, later she backed away from the earlier 
demand that all 400 exiles be repatriated immediately. 
"Whatever decision the UN takes on a deadline, or time 
table and other modalities, the Palestinians will accept", 
she said. 

Dutch House allows 
'mercy-killings' 

N ETI lERLANDS has become the first industrialised 
nation to officially sanction voluntary euthanasia 
(mercy-killing) for the incurably ill. The Dutch Parliament 
passed the proposal by a 91-45 vote. 

Euthanasia has long been tolerated in Netherlands, 
and laws against it have bt‘en more a restraint than a 
prtihibition. The vote gives the practice a degree of legal 
sanction. 

The measure does not legalise euthanasia formally. It 
is still punishable by upto 12 years in prison. Instead, it 
ctxlifies existing medical guidelines as a defence against 
criminal liability for physicians jpracticing euthanasia. 

Doctors who follow the guiclelines (although they still 
would be technically violating the law) will be guaranteed 
immunity from proseaition. 

Amnesty indicts West Europe 
police for Racism 

A mnesty international has indicted nine West 
European nations where the police forces have 


been allegedly found guilty of abetting racial hatred and 
human righte abuses. 

The report says that the police in these countries has 
taken part in bloody attacks and degrading treatment— 
! whereas they should be investigating and preventing 
I racism violence. To make things worse, it is pitifully rare 
I for the guilty officers to be brought to justice. The respec- 
1 tive gewernments have been accused of failing to punish 
their own agents for racist abuse. 

The countries named in the report include Britain, 
Austria, France, Denmark, Germany, Portugal, Spain, 
Italy and Greece. 

ILO plan to combat child labour 

U NDER the International Programme for the 
Elimination of Child Labour (IPEC), the Interna¬ 
tional Labour Organisation has committed itself to a 
major effort to halt the most unacceptable forms of child 
labour, and to begin reversal of trend of child labour for 
economic support. 

Research has indicated that most children work be¬ 
cause their families are poor. Poverty can be termed as the 
most significant cause of child labour, but it is not the only 
one. Often children work because there was little else to 
do; schools were not available, inadequate or too expen¬ 
sive. 

The problem of child labour has always been sur¬ 
rounded by a wall of silence and perpetuated by ig¬ 
norance. But, now the concern is growing, especially on 
tw'o fronts. C)ne, exposure of children to new and greater 
risks; two, explosion of the number of child workers in the 
informal, unregulated sector of the economy. 

ILO has selected India, Turkey, Indonesia, Thailand, 
Kenya and Brazil as "priority countries" for implementa- 
j tion of its programme. 

China's plan to build up Navy 

A report, drafted by the general logistics department 
of the People's Liberalion Army, raises the bogey of 
Indian naval build-up and has outUned plans for increas¬ 
ing the presence of China's navy in the Indian Ocean and 
for argumenting naval bases. 

The report feels that China's naval operations should 
not be limited to South and East China seas. It accuses 
India of seeking to develop a navy to rival that of "large 
global powers" and adds that this is something that 
should not be acceptable to China. 

The report unveils plans to build three large naval 
bases by 1998, to provide key logistical support to a new- 
look Chinese fleet, capable of ocean-goin^ opCTations. At 
a cost of about $ 200 million, the bases wul form a three- 
pronged strategic belt. 

Some diplomats believe that China may intend to 
fill the military vacuum, that i^ perceives in the 
Pacific Ocean, after the disintegration of the Soviet 
Union and the withdrawal of the US bases from the 
Philippines. 
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Russia, Kazakhstan to have 
common defence zone 

I N a major attempt towards closer integration of the 
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS), Russia 
and Kazakhstan, the two largest republics of the former 
Soviet Union, have agreed on a "common defence zone". 
It is expected that this pact would qualitatively transform 
the CIS from a loose conglomeration of former Soviet 
republics to a close knit confederation. 

The two sides have agreed to have a joint defence 
system, a single defence space and joint use of military 
potential. They also agreed on the key issues of integra¬ 
tion, including the formation of a single rouble zone, 
coordinated fiscal and custonns policies and joint use of 
the space centre, Baikonur. 

Pakistan 

Former General charged with contempt of 
court 

I N an action having no precedent in Pakistan's Judicial 
history, the Supreme Court of Pakistan has charged 
General (Retd) Mirza Aslam Beg with contempt of court. 

Press reports had quoted General Beg as saying that 
he got the country's highest court reverse a decision in 
1988, which would have restored Prime Minister 
Mohammed Khan junejo, after his dismissal by the 
military ruler. General Mohammed Zia-ul-Haq. His state¬ 
ment at the Press Club in Lahore, on February 4,1993, has 
created a storm of controversy, including calls for an in¬ 
quiry into the role of the Judiciary in Pakistan's chequered 
history. 

In a statement, Gen Beg denied that he got the court 
reverse its decision. But he said he conveyed to the court 
that "we had given a solemn pledge to the nation that 
elections to the National Assembly would be held accord¬ 
ing to the schedule". 

G-7 pledges to coordinate to 
boost world growth 

F inance ministers from the Group of Seven (G-7) 
industrial nations, seeking to revive the golden age of 
economic cooperation, have pledged to work more closely 
together to boost world 
growth and restore their 
tarnished credibility. 

But, economists say the 
promise will ring hollow 
unless the seven set aside 
their bickering over tfade, 
call a halt to a round of 
competitive devaluations 
and turn their back on beg- 
gar-thy-neighbour 
economic policies. 

The pledge to relaunch 


the G-7, which had its heyday in the 19805, was driven by 
an apparent new-found enthusiasm for international 
cooperation in the US. 

Today, Germany and Britain are stuck in recession, 
output in France is sliding and Japan's economy is in dire 
straits. The meeting did make a tacit admission that 
cix)peration had failra. 

A series of Irade issues, from steel to aircraft produc¬ 
tion, have degenerated into transatlantic bickering. 1992 
was dismal for the G-7, whose leaders failed, for the third 
year running, to meet a summit pledge to conclude GATT 
talks 

Afghanistan 

Peace pact between rival Mujahideen 

E ight Afghan Mujahideen leaders, who had fought 
the 14-year-long Jehad (holy war) against Soviet oc¬ 
cupation, signed an accord, on I^rch 7,1993, on power 
sharing and bringing an end to all hostilities. 

The peace accord has been brokered by Pakistan 
alongwith Saudi Arabia and Iran. As per the agreement 
reached. Prof Burhanuddin Rabbani would remain the 
President for 18 months and his arch rival and Hizb-e-Is- 
lami leader, Mr Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, would assume the 
office of the Prime Minister. The Cabinet would be formed 
by the ftime Minister, in consultation with the President 
and leaders of the Mujahideen parties, within two weeks. 
The electoral process would be implemented in a period 
of not more than 18 months, with effect from December 29, 
1992. 

The accord also provides for abolishing of the Defence 
Ministry, which would be replaced by a multi-party 
Defence Council. However, according to some Western 
diplomats, the failure of the leaders to agree on the crucial 
Defence Ministry appointment would jeopardise the fu¬ 
ture of the accord. 

The rival groups have also decided to work for per¬ 
manent end to hostilities. A ceasBre has already been 
agreed to, after months of bloodletting that claimed 
thousands of lives since the ouster of pro-Moscow regime 
of President NajibuIIah in April, 1992. It was also decided 
to release prisoners of rival parties and re-open the roads 
and highways, closed due to the factional righting. 


Top Ten runmakers in Test Cricket 

(Tabulate under matches, innings, not out, aggregate, highest .score, average, 100s, 50s) 


A. Border (Australia) 

139 

240 

42 

10,161 

205 

51.32 

25 

59 

S. Gavaskar (India) 

125 

214 

16 

10,122 

236* 

51.12 

29 

45 

J. Miandad (Pakistan) 

118 

179 

21 

8,569 

280* 

54.23 

23 

42 

V. Richards (W. Indies) 

121 

182 

12 

8,540 

291 

50.23 

24 

45 

D. Gower (England) 

117 

204 

18 

8,231 

215 

44.25 

18 

39 

G. Boycott (England) 

108 

193 

23 

8,114 

245* 

47.72 

22 

42 

G. Sobers (W. Indies) 

93 

160 

21 

8,032 

365* 

57.78 

26 

30 

C. Cowdrey (England) 

114 

188 

15 

7,624 

182 

44.06 

22 

38 

G. Gooch (England) 

101 

183 

6 

7,620 

333 

43.09 

17 

41 

G. Greenidge (W. Indies) 

108 

185 

16 

7,558 

226 

44.72 

19 

34 
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CURRENT AFFAIRS 


Current General Knowledge 


ABBREVIATIONS 

CGC: Crystal Growth Centre. 

CLASP: Child Labour Action 
and Support Project. 

IPEC: International Programme 
on the Elimination of Child Labour. 

IPRS: International Price Reim¬ 
bursement Scheme, 

AWARDS 

Jnanpith Award, 1992 

R Naresh Mehta, the well- 
known Litterateur, has bagged 
the prestigious 28th Bharatiya Jnan¬ 
pith Award, for 1992, for his out¬ 
standing contribution to Indian 
literature through creative writing in 
Hindi during the period 1972-91. 

Mr Mehta is the fifth Hindi poet 
to receive the award. Other 
recipients were; Sumitranandan 
Pant, S. Dinkar, S.H.V. Ajneya and 
Mahadevi Verma. 

The award carries a citation pla¬ 
que and a bronze replica of Vagdevi, 
l^ides a cheque for Rs two lakh. 

Kalidas Samman, 1992-93 

R enowned Kudlattam dancer 
and Guru, Mr Amanur Madhav 
Chakyar, has been given the Kalidas 
Samman for 1992-93. 

The award carries Rs one lakh in 
cash and a citation. The award has 
been instituted by the Madhya 
Pradesh government. 

Grammy awards, 1993 

RIC Clapton has won six Gram- 
mys, including the music in¬ 
dustries three major awards—record 
of the year, album of the vear and 
song of the year. Record or the year 
and song of the year were awarded 
for "Tears in heaven", which Clapton 
wrote as a tribute to his young son 
who had died two years ago. 

The best new artist award was 
won by Arrested Development, a five- 
man, two-women rap group. 


K.D. Lang won the best vocal 
performance, by a female, award. 

DEFENCE 

Main Battle Tank, Arjun, ready 
RJUN, India's own Main Battle 
Tank (MBT), was formally 
launched on March 1,1993 after two 
decades of labour. India has, thus, 
joined the exclusive club of world 
powers capable of manufacturing 
such tanks. 

In the beginning, two armoured 
regiments of the Army will be 
equipped with these tanks, replacing 
the old Vijayanta tanks. MBT Arjun is 
expected to be inducted by 1993 end 
or 1994 beginning. 

Arjun has been designed to meet 
the stringent specifications of the 
Army. It represents the translation of 
advanced design into a reliable and 
effective weapon system, to meet the 
varied threats of 9()'s and beyond. It 
offers the troops a state-of-the-art 
tank with superior fire power, high 
mobility and excellent protection. 

The project, to build a MBT, was 
started in 1974, with a modest fund of 
Rs 15.5 crore. A breakthrough came in 
1988, when the defence scientists and 
others managed to make some pieces 
of prototype Arjuns. So far, 240 
crore has been spent on the project. 
Another Rs 280 crore has been sanc¬ 
tioned for further research and 
development. 

At present only five military 
powers manufacture MBTs. They are: 
America's Abrams MIAl, Germany's 
Leopard-2, France's Le Clive, UK's 
Challenger and Israel's Merkava. 
MBT Arjun is more or less like 
Germany's Leopard since it carries 
the German engine. In performance it 
can be compai^ to Abrams MIAl of 
USA. 

Critical radar for Akash developed 
NDIAN scientists have achieved a 
major success by developing the 


phased array radar, which is critical , 
in operation of Akash, India's surface- 
to-air missile. The radar is capable of : 
tracking over 100 targets at a time. 
The Western countries, which had the 
technology for this kind of radar, 
were not willing to sell it to India. 
This has made the success of the In¬ 
dian scientist all the more important. 

The radar has been developed by • 
the Defence Research and Develop¬ 
ment Organisation (DRDO). It will 
play a very critical role in India's In¬ 
tegrated Guided Missile Develop¬ 
ment Programme (IGMDP). 

Latest Jet Aircraft offer from Russia 
HE Russians have offered India 
the latest Jet aircraft, S-54, to be 
used by the Indian Air Force. The 
S-54, which is at present in the 
prototype stage, incorporates the 
state-of-the-art technology, both in 
avionics and weapons system. 

The offer had been made by 
President Boris Yeltsin, during his 
visit to India. 

S-54 is to be made in two ver¬ 
sions. 'fhe first version would be an 
Advanced Jet Trainer (AJT), to train 
pilots for the futuristic aircraft, and 
the other will be the fighter version. 

Because of shortage of funds in 
Russia, the development of this 
aircraft has been held up. Russia has 
offered to collaborate with India and 
produce these aircraft in joint ven¬ 
ture. 

At present about 5000 various 
versions of MIG-21 fighter aircraft 
are operating with various countries. 
These aircraft need replacement in 
coming years. S-54 can be mass 
produced and sold worldwide as re¬ 
placement for MIG-218. 

INS Sutlej commissioned 

HE INS Sutkj, a hydrographic 
survey ship, which nad actively 
participated in World War II, was 
commissioned at the Garden Reach 
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ship-building yard, after recondition¬ 
ing, on February 19,1993. 

The ship would be the Sandhayak 
class of hydrographic survw ship, in¬ 
digenously designed by the Indian 
Navy. It would facilitate interfacing 
of all on board navigation, 
hydrographic and oceanographic 
sensors and provide on line process¬ 
ing, monitoring, logging and print¬ 
ing facilities. 

EXPEDITION 

First successful unsupported walk 
across Antarctica 

E nglishmen, sir Ranulph Fien¬ 
nes, 48, and Dr Michael Stroud, 
37, have become the first explorers in 
the world to walk and ski, unsup¬ 
ported, 2,700 km across the An¬ 
tarctica. They had set out on 
November 9,1992 from Could Bay 
on Antarctica's Atlantic Ocean side. 

Going "unsupported" means 
you go with what you can carry or 
haul. You are not allowed to even 
borrow a cigarette from a passing ex¬ 
pedition. You are not allowed to radio 
or use pre-positioned caches of food. 
Sledge do^ and motorised vehicles 
are not allowed. You cannot even 
call for help. If you do, you are 
"supported" and hence dis¬ 
qualified. 

Fiennes and Stroud had two 
sledges, each loaded with about 200 
kg of food and gear. It took them 68 
days to reach the South Pole. Enroute, 
they suffered from mouth ulcers, 
blurred vision and one of them even 
lost his ski poles and fell into a 
crevasse. But they finally managed to 
break the 1909 record of 1,992 km, by 
covering 2,152 km—the longest un¬ 
supported polar journey. They also 
became the first to cross the landmass 
of Antarctica, unsupported. 

However, they were not able to 
reach Scott Base on the northern tip of 
the Ross Ice Shelf, their final destina¬ 
tion. On Februaty 11,1993 they gave 
up just 540 km short of their destina¬ 
tion. There food had finished and 
foot infection of Fienesse was no 
longer responding to medicines. 
They were in no position to carry on 
unsupported. And so they called for 
help, and were airlifted. 


At the end of the journey, Fieimes 
had lost 32 kg^ and Stroud 22 kgs. 
Both were tested to examine the ef¬ 
fects of starvation, extreme cold and 
physical stress on human body. 

The main puipose of this ©epedi- 
tion was to rarse $ 2.8 million for the 
Multiple Sclerosis Society, through 
public donations, and to study the 
effects of extreme cold conditions on 
the human body. 

PERSONS 

Amrohi, Kamal 

AMAL Amrohi was a renowned 
producer-director of the Indian 
film industry. He died on February 
11,1993 at the age of 75. 

He was best known for his film 
Pakeezah. He joined the film industry 
in 1937. He directed the first suspense 
film of Indian industry, Mahil, that 
set the trend for suspense films. The 
highlight of his films were the mag¬ 
nificent sets. 

He was also a known name in 
script writing and dialogues. 

Mehta, Naresh 

ARESH Mehta is the winner of 
the 1992 Jnanpith award. A voice 
to be reckoned with, in modem hindi 
poetry, he has to his credit, fourteen 
collections of poems, seven novels, 
three short-story collections, four 
plays, four worl« of creative prose 
and a travelogue. He is described by 
his critics as Iwth a traditionalist and 
a modernist. 

Currently, he resides in Indore 
where he is working as editor of a 
Hindi daily, Chautha Sansar. He is 
ranked among the seven best poets of 
recent times, in the Hindi language. 

Some of his outstanding works 
include: Utsava, Aranya, Samsitay Ki 
Ek Raat and Mahaprasthan. 

PROJECTS 

Mejia Thermal Power Project 

T he fate of the Damodar Valley 
Corporation's (DVC) Rs 1275- 
crore Mejia thermal power project, in 
West Bengal, had been lying in uncer¬ 
tainty because of shortage of funds. 
The situation has now improved fol¬ 
lowing the decision of tne Central 
Government to release funds. 

According to the revised plan. 


the first unit is now due to be com¬ 
missioned in September, 1994. The 
second and third units are targetted 
to begin generation in 1995 eno. 

The foundation stone of the 
project was laid on August 23,1987. 

At that time it was expected to cost Rs 
566 crore. 

On completion, the project is ex¬ 
pected to create infrastructure in the 
Bankura district of West Bengal. 

CGC to produce crystals for laser 
programme- 

HE Crystal Growth Centre (CGC) - 
of the Anna University, Madras, » 
has been selected to produce laser . 
producing crystals for the National 
Laser Programme, set up by the Plan¬ 
ning Commission, under the Eighth 
Plan. 

The National Laser Programme, 
jointly proposed by the Union 
departments of atomic energy, 
science and technology and 
electronics, has been sanctioned Rs 
1.40 crore by the Centre, for supply¬ 
ing laser producing crystals. Tms 
forms the first phase of the 
programme. 

The National Laser Programme, 
aimed at developing and manufac¬ 
turing important lasers for various 
applications, will soon have in¬ 
digenous lasers and laser-based 
equipment at much lower cost. This 
will substitute import of laser equip¬ 
ment, laser-producing crystals and 
related equipment. 

SPACE RESEARCH 

Sounding rockets launched 

WO high altitude Rohini-560 
sounding rockets, carrying t, 
barium release and mass 
spectrometer payloads, were success- i 
fully launched from the Sriharikota , 
range of the Indian Space Research ' 
Organisation on February 19,1993. 

The first rocket released barium ^ 
blobs at predetermined altitudes of 
190,220,260 and 310 km. These blobs • 
became ionised by the solar radiation 
and moved under the influence of the 
ambient electric and magnetic fields 
at these heights. The drifting reddish 
barium clouds were then ; 
photographed, using precision ; 
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cameras positioned near Gudivada 
and Kavali in Andhra l^adesh and 
Kalpakkam in Tamil Nadu. 

From these photographs, it is 
possible to derive the values of 
neutral winds and electric fields up to 
a height of about 300 km. 

The second rocket carried neutral 
and ion mass spectrometers and high 
frequency Langmuir probe payloads. 
These experiments measured the 
neutral atmospheric composition, 
ion composition, electron density 
and plasma irregularities, upto an al¬ 
titude of about 300 km. 

The main scientific objective of 
this unique experiment was to study 
the mechanism of vertical movement 
of ionisation and its role in generat¬ 
ing plasma irregularities. 

MISCELLANY 

Sex ratio is falling 

HE sex ratio between men and 
women in India has been falling 
since 1901, and it has come down 
from 972 females per 1,000 males to 
927. 

One single reason for this strange 
phenomenon was that a majority of 
the womenfolk in the countryside 
were not aware of the various health 
care programmes, launched for 
young nursing mothers, for pregnant 
women and others. The maternal 
mortality rate in the country has been 
fifty times more than in developed 
countries. 

This lack of an adequate com¬ 
munication strategy, in the im¬ 
plementation of programmes, meant 
for the women and child welfare 
schemes, has been sharply brought 
out by Mr S.Y. Quraishi, joint 
secretary in the Union Department of 
Youth Welfare, in a research paper. 

Kerala has more women than 
men: Even as the female sex ratio is 
dropping in rest of India, in Kerala 
there has been a further increase in 
the number of women, compared to 
men. 

The final census figures for 1991 
show that women oumumber men 
by 5,20,528, the ratio being 1,036 
females per 1,000 men. In the 1981 
census the figure was 1,032. 


Various reasons can be con¬ 
tributed to this. These range from 
statistical error to the life span of the 
male in the state going down due to 
increase in alcohol and tobacco con¬ 
sumption and some ailments like 
diabetes and cancer. Female life ex¬ 
pectancy at birth is also higher (73 for 
women and 68 for men). 

A strange phenomenon wit¬ 
nessed is Kerala is that, as elsewhere, 
there are more males than females at 
the time of birth (in the age group of 
0-6 there are only 985 girls per 1,000 
boys). But, around age of 15, the 
number of females increases with 
more boys dying before they reach 
adulthood. This is something, which 
even the demographers, find difficult 
to answer. 

Mosquito coils harmful 

HROMOSOMAL damage has 
been reported in rats exposed to 
smoke emitted by mosquito coils, 
raising serious doubts about the 
safety of these commonly used insect 
repellents. 

While awareness against en¬ 
vironmental pollution, due to auto¬ 
emission, is on the rise, little con¬ 
cern is being shown towards this 
harmful air pollutant right in the 
home. 

The warning signal has finally 
been sounded, with a study by the 
School of Life Sciences, Sambalpur 
University, Orissa, showing that the 
insecticides forming the active in¬ 
gredients in the mosquito coil have 
genotoxic effect. 

For the study, smoke from a 
very widely used Indian brand of 
mosquito coil was collected in glass 
inhalation chambers. Smoke was 
collected for five minutes in one 
chamber and for ten minutes in 
another. 

The frequency of chromosomal 
damage was significant in the ex¬ 
posed rats, compared to the control 
rats. Also, the damage was more in 
rats exposed to smoke collected for 
ten minutes. 

Siberian cranes facing extinction 
HE Indian sub-continent at¬ 
tracted only five Siberian cranes 


during this winter, raising fears that 
these migratory birds face extinction. 

Of the fifteen species of cranes, 
documented in the world, seven are 
threatened with extinction. Some of 
the reasons are habitat destruction, 
hunting, pollution and the low 
reproductive rate of the bird. 

Faithful to its mate until death, 
eating only freshwater sedge tubers 
and migrating over war zones, en 
route from Russia t6 India, the 
cranes are synonymous with peace, 
prosperity and good luck. They are 
also symbols of fidelity. The 
presence of cranes in any area is an 
indication of a healthy environ¬ 
ment. 

Mud housing a solution 

CCORDING to the National 
Buildings Organi.sation, Mud 
housing technology can stage a 
comeback to-solve the problem of 
housing shortage in rural areas. 

With an estimated shortage of al¬ 
most 20 million housing units in rural 
India, it is important to promote use 
of locally available building 
materials. Mud houses are easier to 
build, repair and maintain and are 
inexpensive. Using appropriate 
structural techniques and 
stabilisation measures, mud 
buildings can be successful in al¬ 
most all climates. 

Most of the disadvantages as¬ 
sociated with mud houses can be 
overcome. These include the facts 
that mud is easily eroded by water, 
which makes it difficult for use in 
areas with high rainfall, and it is sus¬ 
ceptible to mechanical damage, 
making it easy for rats and thieves, 
alike, to dig a hole into mud houses. 
Mud also has low strength, does not 
grip wood properly, leading to gaps 
around doors and windows, and 
soaks up water, causing cracl^ and 
leaks in roofs. 

But, the material has its ad¬ 
vantages too. It is a ch«ip, locally 
available and provides excellent heat 
insulation, thusYnaking buildings 
cooler in summer and hotter in 
winter. Its high compressive strength 
helps make good walls. 
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SPORTS 


ARCHERY 

Thfnl Federation Cup 
International Championship 

R ussian archers clinched three of 
the four titles. The men's event 
was won by Bair Balobotov. The 
women's event was won by Nadiya 
Badmatsirenova. The men's team 
title was won by India while Russia 
took the women's team title. 

The championship was held at 
Calcutta. 

CRICKET 

India-England one-day Series 

I ndia defeated England by four 
wickets to win the sixth and final 
one-day international played at 
Gwalior. India thus managed to 
draw the series 3-3. 

5lh Match: A heroic unbeaten 
knock of 134 by opener Navjot 
, Singh Sidhu enabled India to a 
dramatic victory over England. 
India defeated England by 3 wickets 
in this match, wiich was played 
at Gwalior. 

4th Match: England posted a 
six-wicket victory over India in the 
rain-hit match, played at Jamshad- 
pur. 

3rd Match: India crashed to a 
48-run defeat in this match, played 
at Bangalore. England has set India 
a target of 218 runs for a win, but 
India perished for 170 in 41.4 overs. 

India-England Test Match series 
2nd Test: India defeated 
England by an innings and 22 runs 
to clinch the three-test series 2-0. 
This was India's first series win in 
six years. The match was played 
in Madras. 

Sachin Tendulkar, whose bril¬ 
liant 165 set India on course to a 
total of 560 for six declared, was 
declared man of the match. 

3rd Test: India wrapped the 
' third test, played at Bombay, by an 
, innings and 15 runs, to make a 
; tlean 3-0 sweep of the Charms Cup 


series against England. 

It was first time, since their 
baptism at Lord's in 1932, that India 
had won three test-matches in a 
row. It was also the first time that 
India made a clean swe^ of a 
series. 

India made 591 in their first 
innings, their highest total against 
England at home, mainly due to a 
superb 224 by Vinod Mmbli. He 
notched up the best Test score for 
an Indian against England. The pre¬ 
vious highest score of 222 was made 
by Gundappa Vishwanath. 

Kumble man of the series: 
Anil Kumble, whose haul of 21 
wickets helped India to their first 
all-win series against England, was 
adjudged the man-of-the-series. 

Kapil Dev crosses 5,000 mark: 
Kapil Dev has become the first 
player in the history of cricket to 
score over 5,000 runs and take 
more than 400 wickets. Among 
the world's great allrounders, only 
Ian Botham has scored more runs 
than Kapil, but Botham has taken 
fewer wickets. 

Kapil is the fourth Indian to 
score over 5,000 runs after Sunil 
Gavaskar (10,122 in 125 Tests), Dilip 
Vengsarkar (6,868 in 116 Tests) and 
G.R. Vishwanath (6.080 in 91 Tests). 

Allan Border becomes highest 
scorer 

A ustralian captain Allan Border 
has become the highest scorer 
in Test cricket history, 'ttie feat was 
achieved in the first Test against 
New Zealand on February 26, 1993. 
When Border completed his 50 of 
the innings his total tally of runs 
reach 10,123, clear of the 10,122 
runs scored by Sunil Gavaskar of 
India. This was Border's 139th test. 

Vizzy Trophy 

S outh Zone crushed the defend¬ 
ing champion. West Zone, by 
267 runs, to r^ain the Vizzy Trophy, 
the symbol of supremacy in univei^' 
sity cricket. •' 


New Zealand-Australia Test series 
1st Match: Australia inflicted a 
crushing innings and 60-run defeat 
on New Zea^nd, in the match 
played at Christchurch. For 
Australia, it was their first Test win 
in New Zealand, since 1982. 

FOOTBALL 

Merdeka Cup 

M alaysia defeated South Korea 
3-1 to win the Merdeka soccer 
tournament, played in Kuala Lum¬ 
pur. Malaysia had last won the title 
in 1986. 

49th National Championship 

K erala defeated Maharashtra, 2-0, 
to lift the coveted Santosh 
Trophy. For Kerala, it was their 
thiru triumph in the 49-year-old 
history of the National Football 
championship. 

GOLF 

Wills Indian Open 

H istory was re-written at the 
Delhi Golf Club, when Ali Slier 
won the Wills Indian Open golf 
championship by a narrow margin 
of one stroke, from compatriot Firoz 
Ali. Ali Sher had earlier won the 
title in 1991. 

HOCKEY 

National men championship 

R ailway dethroned Services, 1-0, 
to r^ain the Senior National 
Hockey Championship for the Ran- 
gaswamy tropny. 

National women's Championship 

D efending Champions Railways 
lifted the title for the ninth 
time in a row, when they defeated 
Punjab, 1-0, in the final. 

TENNIS 

National Hardcourt Championship 

T he top seed Zeeshan Ali won 
his sixth national hardcourt title 
by defeating Vasudeva Reddy. 

In tire ladies Hnal, Nirupama 
Vaidyanathan defeat^ Aarti Ponap- 
pa to lift the tide. 
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Appointments Etc 


Appointed; Elected Etc 

Clafcos Ckridey. He has been 
elected President of Cyprus. 

Algirdas Brazanskay: Former Com¬ 
munist Party leader, he has been 
elected as the President of Lithuania. 

King Yoiign-Sam: He has taken- 
over as the first civilian President of 
South Korea. 

Hunnig in-Suflg: He has been ap- 
pointeii as the Prime Minister of South 
Korea. 

Lien Chan: He has been appointed 
Prime Minister of Taiwan. He is the 
first Taiwan-born Premier. 

Adolfas Shnevicius: He has been ap¬ 
pointed as the Prime Minister of 
lathuania. 

Grant Bagratian: He has been ap¬ 
pointed as the Prime Minister of Ar¬ 
menia. 

Kamaluddin Ahmed: Minister of 
State for Civil Supplies, in the Union 
Cabinet, he has been given the addi¬ 
tional charge of Commerce. 

S. Krishna Kumar: Minister of State 
of non-conventional energy in the 
Union Cabinet, he has been given ad¬ 
ditional charge of agriculture. 

P.K. Thtingon: Minister of State for 
Urban Development, in the Union 
Cabinet, he will also look after water 
resources. 

Mrs Krishna Sahi: Currently hold¬ 
ing charge of industrial development, 
in the Union Cabinet, she has been also 
given charge of heavy industry. 

Mr.s Margaret Alva: Minister of 
State of Personnel, Public Grievances 
and Pensions, in the Union Cabinet, 
she has been given additional charge 
of Parliamentary Affairs. 

MrMukul Wasnik: Minister of State 
of Human Resource Department (Dept 
of Youth Affairs and Sports) he has 
been given additional charge of JPar- 
liamentary Affairs. 

Salbeng S. Marak: He has been 
elected as the Chief Minister of 
Meghalaya. He heads the minority 
Congress-I government. 

S.C. Jamir: He has been elected as 
the Chief Minister of Nagaland. He 
heads the Congress-I government. 

Sharad Pawar: He has been ap¬ 


pointed Chief Minister of 
Maharashtra. 

Nareshwar Dayal: He is India's new 
High Commissioner to Sri Lanka. 

Chandrushekar Dasgupda: He is 
India's new Ambassador to China. 

Ntcholas W. Bridge: He is the new 
High Commissioner of New Zealand 
to India. 

].S. Bcdi: He has been appointed 
the Chief of the Research and Analysis 
Wing (RAW). 

Resigned 

Brian Mulroney: Prime Minister of 
Canada. 

Sharad Pawar: Defence Minister of 
India. 

Sndhakar Rao Naik: Chief Minister 
of Maharashtra. 

Samir Ranjan Burman: Chief Mini¬ 
ster of Tripura. 

Distinguished Visitors 

Dr Helmut Kohl: Chancellor of Ger¬ 
many. 

Felipe Gonzalez Marquez: Prime 
Minister of Spain. 

Abdul Malik Abdullojonev: Prime 
Minister of Tajikistan. 

Dr Heinrich L. Kolb: State Minister 
of Economics, Germany. 

F.K. Angore: Commerce and In¬ 
dustry Minister of Ivory Coast. 

Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al- 
Sabah: First Deputy Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister of Kuwait. 

Bruno Durieux: Minister of Stale 
for Foreign Trade, France. 

Murlid'as Dulla: Minister of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Natural 
Resources of Mauritius. 

Died 

Kamal Amrohi: Renowned 

producer and director of the Indian 
film industry. He was 75. 

Akshay Kumar Jain: A doyen of 
Hindi Journalism and former editor of 
'The Navbharat Times". He was 79. 

Dr Albert Sabin: Discoverer of the 
oral Polio Vaccine. 

Bhagwat Dayal Sharma: Former 
Chief Minister of Haryana. He was 75. 

Yashpal Kapoor: Veteran Con¬ 
gressman and former Rajya Sabha 
member. He was 64. 


EVENTS 

FEBRUARY 

8— An Iranian airliner, carrying Mus¬ 
lim pilgrims, collides with a 
military plane, minutes after take¬ 
off, exploding and killing all 132 
people aboara. 

9— French President Francois Mitter¬ 
rand arrives in Vietnam—the first 
visit by a westen leader since the 
communists captured power in 
1954, by defeating France. 

11—The Central government bans 
holding of rallies in Delhi. 

15—Elections are held for legislative 
assemblies of Nagaland and 
Meghalaya. 55 per cent voter turn¬ 
out is reported. 

18— UN suspends aid to Bosnia in an 
apparent bid to pressurise Serbs 
and Muslims to halt crippling in¬ 
terference in its efforts to save 
lives. 

—More than 2,000 people are feared 
killed in a ferry collapse, off the 
Coast of Haiti. 

19— A five-member minority Congress 
government, headed by Mr S.C. 
Marak, is iastalled in Meghalaya. 

20— Peace accord is signed to end the 
Bodo stir. 

22—The Maharashtra Chief Minister, 
Mr Sudhakar Rao Naik, resigns. 

25—The BJP's Rashtra Chetna rally is 
prevented from being held at the 
Boat Club, New Delhi. Top BJP 
leaders are arrested. 

27— Chief Minister of Tripura, Mr S.R. 
Barman, resigns. 

28— The Chief of the Bhindranwale 
Tigers Force of Khalistan and 
founder member of the banned 
Panthic Committee, Mr Gur- 
bachan Singh Manochahal, is shot 
dead by police in Punjab. 

MARCH 

3—Mr Sharad Pawar, Defence Mini¬ 
ster of India, is appointed the 
new Chief Minister of 
Maharashtra. 

6—^The Reserve Bank of India ap¬ 
pointed Janakiraman Committee, 
probing the multi-billion securities 
scam, puts the total amount in¬ 
volve at Rs 4024 crore, in its 
fourth report. 

9—The Conjgress-I—AIADMK al¬ 
liance, in T^il Nadu and in the 
Parliament, snaps. 

—^A Congress-I meet in Punjab rejects 
the Anan^ur Sahib resolution of 
the Akali Dais. 
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year? 

(a) Rs 15,432 (b) Rsl54 (c) Rs432 

(d) RsO 

40. By selling an article for Rs 11 a man gained 
10%. Find how much should he sell the article to lose 
10 %? 

(fl) Rs9 (b) Rs9.89 (c) Rs 10.89 (d) RslO 

41. The cost price of 20 books is equal to selling price 
of 16 books. What is gain per cent? 

(a) 20% (b) 25% (c) 80% (d) 15% 


ANSWERS & EXPLANATIONS 


1. 

(c) 

2. (£0Ans2 

3. 

(b) 

4. 

(0 

5. (d) 

6. 

(b) 

7. 

(d) 

8. (W 

9. 

(b) 

10. 

(b) 

11. (d) 




12. (d) Given numbers can be: 
12211221 


or 

11311311 

13. (b) Given numbers can be: 

5 6 71012 20 

Average of 6,10,12 and 20 = 12 

Average of remaining numbers i.e., 5 and 7 = 6 

14. (d) L.C.M. of 110 and 120 = 1320 

Let C.P. of 120 mangos = S.P. of 100 
mangoes = 1320 

C.P. of 1 mango = = 11 

art £1 1320 

S.P. of 1 mango = —j-- = 12 

Gain on 1 mango = 12 -11 = Re 1 
Gain on 11 = 1 



Gain on 100 = 


15. (b) 

16. (d) 

17. (d) 

18. (a) 

19. (c) 

20. (a) 

21. (c) 

22. (d) 

23. (a) 

24. (c) 

25. (d) 

26. (a) 

27. (b) 

28. (c) 

29. (d) 

30. (d) 

31. (a) 

32. (c) 

33. (a) 

34. (b) 

35. (b) 

36. (c) 

37. (b) 

38. (c) 

39. (d) 

40. (a) 

41. (b) 


CORRIGENDUM 

In the advertisement of MASTERS ACADEMYpub¬ 
lished in March '93 issue the address was printed 
wrong. 

Please note that the address of MASTERS 
ACADEMY is: 

549/6, Gobindpuri, Kalkaji, New Delhi—^110 019 


One More Feather in Our Cap 

Our candidate Sh Pramil Gupta bagged SECOND 
POSITION in 1992 (based on 
1991 exam). See what Mr Gupta 
has to say: 

"I am really indebted to your 
Academy for the services of¬ 
fered. 1 will always remember 
you as GOOD MASTERS." 

Sd Pramil Guptu 

Large number of success stories in our 
record now. 

Join our correspondence coaching course and add 
power to your strategies for SUCCESS in 1993 at 

ENGINEERING SERVICES EXAM. 


Enrolment for FIFTH BATCH has started for 
correspondence Coaching Course in 

□ CIVIL ENGINEERING 

□ MECHANICAL ENGINEERING 

□ ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

□ ELECTRONICS AND 
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UbJfcClIVfc-i ypfc UUbSliONS 


ENGLISH LANGUAGE 


The i^uestions given below were set 
in the Traffic Inspectors' examination 
held by the Railimy Recruitment Board 
on the 27th December, 1992. 

We are grateful to Mr Parvez 
AkhtarofDhanbad for sending the ques¬ 
tions to us. 

Fill up the blank space in each 
of the following questions 1 to 10 by 
choosing the most appropriate word 
from the four words given below 
each of these questions^ to make the 
sentences meaningfully complete. 

1. Everybody heaved_of 

relief when he finally decided to at¬ 
tend the summit. 

(a) token (b) sigh 

(c) hint Id) sign 

was_that a mind so 

pure and searching could miss the 
truth. 

(a) likely (tf^-^likely 

(c) possibly (d) scarcely 

3. Just like the nature we all 

have to follow_routine. 

(a) regular (b) fixed 

(c) some (d) timely 

4. A relief team was sent 

to_food and medicines among the 

refugees. 

(a) contribute 

(b) sanction 
(f) separate 

(d) distribute 

5. None of my relatives is stay¬ 
ing in Bombay_me. 

(a) except 

(b) apart 

(c) otherwise 

(d) without 

6. The_conclusion is that 

people will have to live with rising 
prices. 

(a) ultimate 

(b) inescapable 

(c) final 

(d) hopeless 

7. The guilt or innocence of 

the_will be decided by the court 

of law. 


(a) killer (b) criminal 

(c) suspicious (d) accused 

8. There was a huge_at the 

airport for the Prime Minister. 

(a) gathering 

(b) collection 

(c) people 

(d) rusn 

9. Finally, he decided to do the 

work alone_assistance from 

anyone. 

(a) taking (b) without 

,(c) except W) devoid 

i(f. Menu was referred to a doc¬ 
tor as soon as she started_of 

headache. 

(fl) developing 
(W paining 
(c) blaming 
complaining 

In each of the following ques¬ 
tions 11 to 15, a key-word is given in 
capitals with four suggested mean¬ 
ings below it. Choose the word 
which is nearest in meaning to the 
key-word^ 

ll,,..^BITION 
«(aT^desire 

(b) proclamation 
(r) decision 

W) plan 
l^-R^ALISED 
(fl) i^membered 
• iW^nderstood 

(c) stopped 

(d) showed 
^^^ar-ANCIENT 

(«) big lb) mighty 

(c) modem . 

14. INPUT 
aid 

(b) donation 
(^Hmformation 
(^•charity 
l^/^AGNITUDE 

(fl) huge (W^ize 

(f) large (d) big 

Q. 16 to 20. Choose one that best 
expresses the meaning opposite to 
that of key-word. 


*er-T. 


(ffT'^rsue (b) press 

(c) compel (d) inspire 

JT^EAKDOWN 
(fl) collapse ' 

(b) assimilation 
.j(e)"ihtegration 

id) collection 

''^(flT^rilliant 

ib) pleasant 

(c) Doring 

(d) busy 
J9<^'mIRE 

(fl) disagree 

ib) disappoint 
(^disapprove 
id) displease 

20. DELIGHTED 
-''"^.-ritspleased 

(W disturbed 
(c) scared 
id) surprised 

In each of the following ques¬ 
tions 21 to 25 a group of four words 
is given. One of which is misspelt. 
Choose the misspelt word. 

21. (fl) colleague 

ib) colliery 

ic) collaborate 

id) collony 

22. (fl) conceive 

ib) deceive 

ic) perceive 

id) acheive 

23. (fl) diagnosise 

ib) diameter 

ic) diagram 

id) diagonal 

24. (fl) assume 

ib) cunsume 

ic) presume 

id) subsume 

25. (fl) accurate 

ib) accumulate 

ic) accomodate 

id) acarue 

In each of ttie following ques¬ 
tions 26 to 30, a sentence is given 
with a blank space. Choose a 
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suitable verb for each blank space 
from the^ertir choices given under it. 

TfyrVnn notorious dacoit with 

his followers_^escaped. 

to is (W are 

in has W) have 

"M. The public_requested not 

to walk in the grass. 

(a) is 


has 

The 

philosopher_ 

(fl) was 
(c) has 
29. Politics_ 

to is 
in were 
3(h There,. 
to such a plan, 
(a) is 
(f) was 


poet 

died. 


(W are 
W) have 
and 


the 


(W >vetB 
have 
_dirty game. 

(i») are 
W) have 

.many oWections 

(W are 
W) has 


Q. 31 to 35. A sentence is given 
with a blank space. Choose ap> 
propriate word from among the four 
words given below each. 

31. A storm suddenly blew_. 

(a) over (b) up 


(c) out (d) off 

32. The performance pass¬ 
ed_peacefully. 

to out (b) away 

(c) off (d) over 

33. It is mainly due to their 

lethargy that the plan fell_. 

to off (b) through 

/c) out (d) over 

The story developed_a 

thrilling climax. 

(a) up (b) out 

(c) over (d) into 

j65/^e was not willing to accept 
the^. ^ 

to wrong (bh^ame 

(c) fault to sorry 

Q. 36 to 40. A sentence is given 
with an error. The sentence has been 
divided into 4 parts. Choose the part 
which contains the error. The num¬ 
ber of the part is your answer. 

36. When lightning (1) struck all 
the (2) people in (3) the house (4). 

37. Hardly had (1) the book hit 
the stands (2) then it was (3) sum¬ 
marily withdrawn (4). 


38. He can play (Das good as (2) 
he can write (3) with his left hand (4). 

39. No sooner did (D we get into 
(2) the compartment (3) when the 
train started moving (4). 

40. While the teacher (D was 
narrating the (2) incident (3) the class 
remained silence (4). 


ANSWERS 


1. 

(W 

2. (b) 

3. 

(c) 

4. (d) 

5. 

(a) 

6. (b) 

7. 

(d) 

8. to 

9. 

(0 

10. (d) 

11. 

(ft) 

12. (b) 

13. 

(d) 

14. (c) 

15. 

(b) 

16. to 

17. 

(c) 

18. (fl) 

19. 

(c) 

20. to 

21. 

(d) 

colony 

22. 

id) achieve 

23. 

(a) 

diagnosis 

24. 

(b) consume 

25. 

(c) 

accommodate 



26. 

(0 

27. (a) 

28. 

(d) 

29. (c) 

30. 

(W 

31. (a) 

32. 

(0 

33. (b) 

34. 

(d) 

35. (W 




36. 

(3) 

'people were in' 



37. 

(3) 

'when it was' 



38. 

(2) 

'as well as' 




39. 

(4) 

'than the train started 




moving' 




40. 

(4) 

'the class remained silent' 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


GENERAL AWARENESS 


The qiir'itioiiii ^hvtr below were net 
in the A^^i^lant', Crude Exnmination 
conducted hif Staff Selection Commis¬ 
sion on the tith November, 1992. 

We are i^rateful to Mr Vickey 
Dhinyra and Mr Mihir Kumar, both 
from Delhi and Mr S. Kumar of Kolam 
(Kerala) for sending these questions to 
us. 

1. Zero based budgeting im¬ 
plies; 

(//) Unlimited deficit financing 

(b) Non-curtailment of un¬ 
productive expenditure 

(c) Non-evaluation and non¬ 
appraisal of both ongi)ing 
and new programmes 

Id) Preparing the budget 
. everytime from a scratch 
^Kuchipudi, a form of dance 
style in India, originated in the State 
or 

((?) Orissa 
(f>y/t;ujarat 
(<0 Andhra Pradesh 
id) Karnataka 

3. Which of the following me¬ 
tals was not known to the Indus Val¬ 
ley people? 

(rt) Iron 
ib) Copper 

(c) Bron/e 
id) Gold 

4. A1I.>S is infected by: 

(d) Bacteria 
ib) I'ungus 
(r) Protozoa 
id) Virus 

5. Which of the following me¬ 
tals pollutes the air of a city having 
large number of automobiles? 

ia) Cadmium 

ib) Chromium 
(c) Lead 

id) Copper 

6. In which of the following 
layers of atmosphere temperature of 
the air increases with heignt? 

ia) Mesosphere 

ib) Troposphere 
(c) Stratosphere 
id) lonospWre 

7. Soil erosion can be 


prevented by: 

la) making s]op>| landscape 

ib) increasing soil fertility 
(c) growing plants 
(if) permitting animals to 
graze 

8. Nitrogen is utilised by the 
plants in the form of: 

ia) Nitrogen Peroxide 

ib) Free Nitrogen 

• (r) Nitrate 
id) Ammonia 

9. When a constant force is ap¬ 
plied to a body, it moves with 
uniform: 

(rt) acceleration 

ib) speed 

• ic) velocity 

id) momentum 

lO^^JFKe first atomic reactor of 
India is knoiyn as: 

(fl)Tr6mbay 
On Apsara 

ic) Agni 

id) f^g 

n. The Joint Parliamentary 
Committee (JPC) to examine ir¬ 
regularities and fraudulent 
manipulations connected with the 
'Securities Scam' consists of: 

ia) 25 members of Lok Sabha 
and 15 of Rajya Sabha 

• ib) 20 members of Lok Sabha 

and 10 members of Rajya 
Sabha 

ic) 15 members of Lok Sabha 
and 15 members of Rajya 
Sabha 

id) 30 members of Lok Sabha 
and 30 of Rajya Sabha 

12. The deficiency of niacin, a 
vitamin of B-Complex group, causes 
the disease: 

ia) Marasmus 
^ib) Pellagra 

(f) Rickets 

id) Night Blindness 

13. Which one of the following 
secretions does not contain enzymes: 

• ia) bile 

ib) gestric juice 

ic) saliva 

id) pancreatic juice 

14. Pure water is obtained from 


sea water by the process of: 

(a) filteration 
' ib) distillation 
.He) evaporation 
id) fractional distillation 

15. Litjuefied Petroleum Gas 
consists mainly of: 

ia) Methane, Ethane & Hegane 

ib) Ethane, Hexan & Nanane 

* ic) Methane, Butane & 
Propane 

id) Ethane, Nanane & Hexane 

16. Which of the following lan- 

f uages have been included in the 
th Schedule of the Constitution 
vide the Constitution (71st Amend¬ 
ment) Act? 

ia) Konkani 
ib) Dogri 
.(r) Manipuri 
id) Nepali 

(1) abc 

(2) bed 

(3) acd 

(4) abd 

17. Who is the I^sident of the 
Philippines? 

(a) Mariam Santiago 
ib) Imalde Marcos 

ic) Corazon Aquino 
■ id) Fidel Ramos 

18. Persons suffering from gout 
(GOUT) are advised: 

. ia) low carbohydrate diet 
ib) low protein diet 

ic) rich carbohydrate diet 

id) rich protein diet 

19. 20th Ai^ust is celebrated as: 
ia) Earth Day 
ib) No Tobacco Day 

ic) Teachers' Day 
• id) Sadbhavana Divas 
2Q,^^e 10th NAM Summit was 
heldm: 

(oL^ambodia 
• dff) Indonesia 

ic) Sri Lanka 

id) Maldives 

21. Consider the following state¬ 
ments: 

. (I) For electiSn to the office of the 
President, Dr S.D. Sharma was not 
supported by B.J.P. 

(II) The election of Mr K.R. 
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Narayanan to the ofhce of the \^ce- 
President was unanimous. 

. (a) I alone is correct 

(b) II alone is correct 

(c) both are incorrect 

(d) both are correct 

22. Pa/dl: leaves are rich in: 

(a) vitamin A 

• (b) iron 

(c) carotene 
id) cystine 

23. The 10th Schedule of the 
* Constitution of India deals with: 

(fit) Anti-Defection Law 

(b) Languages of the Union 

(c) List of legislature Business 
. (d) Special Status of Sikkim 

24. Consider the following state¬ 
ments; 

(1) Veerasamy Ringadoo is the 
last Governor General of Mauritius 
(If) Veerasamy Ringadoo is the 
first President of the Republic of 
Mauritius 

(a) I alone is correct 

(b) II alone is correct 
(f) Both are incorrect 

• (d) Both are correct 

25. What is the consequence of 
the writ of Habeas Corpus? 

(a) A Public Servant is 
restrained from taking an 
action 

(b) More information is sought 
from a Lower Court 

(c) A person not competent to 
take certain action is told 
not to go ahead 

^ (d) to produce a prisoner in 
person and to state the 
reasons for detention 

26. When a State Governor 
resigns or dies, who normally exer¬ 
cises his functions till a new Gover¬ 
nor is appointed? 

(a) Secretary General of the 
Governor 

(b) a person designated by 
State Cabinet 

• (c) Chief Justice of the High 
Court 

(d) Advocate General of the 
State 

27. Which of the following in¬ 
struments is used to measure very 
small changes in force of attraction 
between planet and an object? 

(a) Gyroscope 
, (b) Gravimeter 

(c) Seismograph 

(d) Hygrometer 

. 28. Who is competent to 


f >rescribe conditions as for acquiring 
ndian citizenship? 

. (a) The Parliamort 

(b) Legislature of States 

(c) The Resident 

(d) The Governor of the State 

29. Which Indian was elected as 
President of the U.N. General As¬ 
sembly? 

W ArunaAsafAli 
(W Atal Bihari Vajpayee 

(c) V.K. Krishna Nrenon 
,(d) Vijayalakshmi Pandit 

30. Who acts as the President of 
India when neither the President nor 
the Vice-President is available? 

(a) Speaker of Lok Sabha 
» (b) C-hief Justice of the 
Supreme Court 
(c) Auditor General of India 
id) Senior-m<»t Governor of a 
State 

31. The fundamental duties of 
Indian citizens were provided by: 

(a) an amendment of the Con¬ 
stitution 

(b) a judgement of the 
Supreme Court 

(c) an order issued by the 
President 

(d) at L^islation adopted by 
the ^rliament 

32. The Union Council of Mini¬ 
sters is collectively responsible to: 

(a) Lok Sabha 

(b) Rajya Sabha 

(c) President 

, (d) the House of the People 

33. How many languages are 
listed in the Indian fconstitution? 

(«) 13 
(h) 14 
(c) 15 

• 

S^TKe Chief Justice of India is: 
'w) Justice M.H. Kania 
(h) Justice C.C. Mittal 
(gj-JiiStice M.N 

Venkatachalaiah 

(d) Justice L.M. Mishra 

35. Who presides over the Lok 
Sabha if neither the Speaker nor the 
Deputy Speaker is available? 

, (a) a member of the House of 
the People appointed by 
the President 

(b) a member chosen by Coun¬ 
cil of Ministers 

(c) the seniormost member of 
the Rajva Sabha 

(d) the seniormost member of 
the Lok Sabha 

36. In whidt crop the protein in- 


fa) Rice 

(b) Wheat 

(c) Moong 

,(d) Soyat^n 

37. Who is the Chairperson of 
Rajya Sabha? 

(a) Nmma HeptuIIah 

• (b) K.R. Narayanan 

(c) JaipalR^dy 

(d) None of these 

38. The Narsimhan Report re¬ 
lates to the restructure of: 

(a) Income tax 

(b) Sales tax 

(c) Sick industries 

• (d) Banking system 

39. The reference to Hindus in 
Article 25 of the Constitution does 
not include: 

(a) Buddhists 

(b) Jains 

. (c) Parsees 
({0 Sikhs 

was not a favourite 
mode of protest adopted by 
Gandhiji? 

(a) Non-Cooperation 
«i)-Bf!ama 

(c) Boycott 

(d) Civil disobedience 

41. The Chairman of the Rajya 
Sabha is: 

, (a) elected by the members of 
Rajya Saoha 

(6) nominated by President 
. (c) elected by members of both 
Houses of Parliament 

(d) elected by Parliament and 
the Legislatures of the 
States jointly 

42. The only Prime Minister 
who resigned after losing a vote of 
confidence in l,ok Sabha was: 

V.P. Singh 

(b) Indira Gandhi 
.(c) Charan Singh 

(d) Chandra Shekhar 

43. The Secretary General of the 
Lok Sabha who is Chief of its 
Secretariat is; 

(a) elected by the Lok Sabha 

(b) elected by both Houses of 
Parliament 

•ic) appointed by the Weaker 
, (d) appointed by the President 

44. Which year is known as year 
of the Great Divide with regard to 
population growth in India? 

(a) 1951 

(b) 1947 

(c) 1935 
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(«/) 1921 

45. The propounder of the Law 
of Market is; 

(a) l ord Raddiffe 
(h) J.B.Say 

(c) A.C. Pigou 

(d) T.R. Malthus 

4h. The estimated growth rate as 
suggested by Planning Commission 
for the 8th Fiv'e-Year Plan will be 
around; 

(a) 57c 

(b) 5.6% 

(c) 6.5% 

(d) 7.5%. 

47. Integrated Rural Develop¬ 
ment Programme envisages; 

(a) assistance to poor mral 
families to come-up above 
the poverty line 

(b) to help Scheduled Castes 
and Tribes with adequate 
credit facility 

(c) to take over umctions of the 
erstwhile Agricultural 
Credit Department 

(d) self-employment progra¬ 
mme for the rural poor 

48. Which of the following is the 
correct gn)up of Kharif crops? 

(a) Jowar, Bajra, Jute, Rice, Cot¬ 
ton, Gram 

(b) Wheat, Barley, Gram, Mus¬ 
tard 

(c) Rice, Millet, Maize, Cotton 

(d) Groundnut, Bajra, Barley, 
Gram, Mustard 

49. Durgapur steel plant was 
built in collaboration with; 

(a) Britain 
{h) France 
(() U.S.A. 

(d) Germany 

50. Inflation can be contained 
by; 

((7) Surplus bu<%et 
{b) Increase in Taxation 
(f) Reduction in Public expen¬ 
diture 

(d) increase in Public expendi¬ 
ture 

51. Which of the following is not 
required while computing Gross Na¬ 
tional Product (G.N.P.)? 

((?) Money value of ail the 
goods and services 
produced in the country 
(h) Stock ^prcciation 

(c) Per Capita income of 
citizens 

(d) Net income from abroad 

52. The most dangerous conse¬ 
quences of e.xcessive deforestation is; 


(a) destruction of wild animal 
habitats 

(W Loss of many valuable 
plants 

(c) Heavy erosion of top soil 

(d) Loss of forest wealtn 

,53. One-third members of the 
Rajya Sabha retire; 

1(7) every year 

(b) every two years 

(c) every 3 years 

(d) every five years 

54. The Mediterranean region 
specialises in the cultivation of; 

(a) Rubber 

(b) Citrus fruits 

(c) Tea 

(dy Dry fruits 

5^Which of the following is a 
KhanrCrop? 

(a) Wheat 
(/») Gram 
(c) Barley 

Maize 

56. Which of the following soils 
is rich in hydrated oxides of iron? 

(ii) Black 

(b) Laterito 

(c) Red 

(d) Alluvial 

57. The most populated city of 
the country with urban population is; 

((7) Calcutta 

(b) Bombay metropolis 

(c) Delhi 

(d) Madras 

58. Which cash crop in India 
earns the maximum foreign ex¬ 
change through export; 

(i7) Jute 
(b) Tea 
(f) Tobacco 

(d) Wheat 

59. Of the following Indian 
States, through which the Tropic of 
Cancer passes? 

(fl) Orissa 

(b) U.P. 

(c) Gujarat 

(d) Haryana 

60. The Savannas are also called 
as; 

(a) Semi Arid Grassland 

(b) Tropical Grassland 

(c) Sub-trcmical Grassland 

(d) Semi Humid Grassland 

61. The oldest fold mountain 
range in India is the; 

(a) Satpura 

(b) Aravali 

(c) Vindhya 

(d) None of these 


62. The inner core of the earth is 
competed of: 

ignesium-rich silicates 
anite 

kel and iron alloy 

J dten rock 

famous temples known 
Temples are situated in 

the State of: 

(a) Madhya Pradesh 
(b) Maharashtra 
.,..4«j-Rajasthan 
(d) U.P. 

£4: The book "Ifidia Divided" 
wa^written by: 

(a) LajpatRai 
(hDManatma Gandhi 
(cf Rajendra Prasad 
((Az^bdul Kalam Khan 
hg/The first woman President 
of the Indian National Congress 
was: 

(a) Kasturba Gandhi 
(hl/Annie Besant 
(O Sarojini Naidu 

(d) Vijyalakshmi Pandit 

ANSWERS 


1. 

id) 

2. (c) 

3. 

(fl) 

4. 

id) 

5. ic) 

6. 

ic) 

7. 

ic) 

8. ic) 

9. 

ic) 

10. 

ib) 

11. ib) 

12. 

ib) 

13. 

(«) 

14. ic) 

15. 

ic) 

16. 

ic) 

17. id) 

18. 

(fl) 

19. 

id) 

20. ib) 

21. 

ifi) 

22. 

ib) 

23. (d) 

24. 

id) 

25. 

id) 

26. ic) 

27. 

ib) 

28. 

ifl) 

29. id) 

.30. 

ib) 


(a) (By the Constitution (42nd) 
Amendment Act, 1976.) 

(d) 33. id) 

ic) (Appointed on Feb 12,1993) 


36. id) 
39. ic) 
42. (fl) 
45. ib) 
48. ic) 
51. (c) 
54. (W 
57. ib) 


37. ib). 
40. ib) 
43. ic) 
46. ib) 
49. (fl) 
52. ic) 
55. id) 
58. ib) 


ic) (It passes through Gujarat, 
Madhya Pradesh, Bihar and 
West Bengal). 

ib) 61. (h) 62. (c) 

ic) 64. ic) 
ib) 
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- GENERAL» 

ITELUGENCE -- 

TEST OF REASONING! . 

Tfiecfuestions given below vxre set in the Traffic Inspectors' 

out the one which is different: 

Examination-conducted by the Railway Recruitment Board on 

7. (1) PQS 

the 27th December, 1992. 

(2) JKM 

1. Two letters in the word TROUBLE have as many 

(3) RSV 

letters between them in this word as in the alphabet. 
Which one of these two comes earlier in the alphabet? 

(4) BCE 

8. (1) KLLM 

(1) T 

(2) WYYZ 

(2) R 

(3) STTU 

m L 
/ (4) U 

(4) CODE 

9. (1) KI’NM 

2. If the English alphabets are written in reverse 

(2) SHFU 

order, which letter will be 8th letter to the right of O? 

i (3) PKIR 

(1) D 

1 (4) TGEV 

(2) F 
__ G 

1 10. (1) KLM 

(4) M 

1 (2) LPO 

j (3) NNM 

3. How many 'p's are there which have "f" before 
and after in the following? 

(4) RIH 

j 11. (1) KML 

! (2) FHG 

fpfpppfffpfpfpfppffpppfffpfpfppff 
pf ^ - _ _ 

j (3) TVU 

(1) 3 

1 (4) FNO 

^2) 7 

(3) 6 j 

Fill up the blank spaces in each of the following 

(4) 8 j 

questions (12 to 16). 

4. Suppose the first and second letters in the word ! 

12. Lion : Cub as.... 

CONFIGURATION were interchanged, also the third and 

(1) mother:aunt 

fourth letter, the fifth and sixth letter etc. Find out the 12th 

(2) aunt: child 

letter from the left. 

(3) mother ;chUd 

(1) F 

(4) child: mother 

(2) C 

13. Errors: Inexperience as.... 

y(3) I 

(1) losses: carelessness 

(4) N 

(2) skill: mistakes 

In questions 5 and 6, five words are given. They are 

(3) success: victory 

to be arranged in alphabetical order as in English dic¬ 

(4) training: economy 

tionary. Find out from the answer choices the correct 

14. Explosion : Debris as.... 

order. 

(1) train: car 

5. (1) Informative (2) Informal (3) Inflict (4) Infirm 

(2) locusts; holiKaust 

(5) Inflation. 

(3) telephone: dial 

(1) 23541 

(4) bruise: pain 

(2) 54321 

15. 20:21 as.... 

(3) 43521 

(1) 6:10 

(4) 45321 

(2) A:B 

6. (1) Near (2) Narrow (3) Navy (4) Nation (5) Nail. 

(3) 10 :B 

(1) 51342 

(4) S:V 

(2) 41532 

16. clouds: rain as.... 

(3) 53142 

(1) wind: hurricane 

(4) 52431 

(2) water :H 20 

In questions 7 to 11, four groups of letters are given. 

(3) thunder: lightning 

One of ftem is ditferent while other three ate alike. Find 

(4) sky; universe 
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17. If MAN is written as NZM then how GIRL will be 
written in this code? 

(1) TRIO 

(2) RTIO 

(3) HJL.M 

(4) GIKI, 

18. If COBRA is written as BOCAK then how GROUP 
will be written in this code? 

(1) ORKiU 

(2) OCiRPU 

(3) ORTAU 

(4) ORGPU 

In questions 19 and 20, a letter series is given in 
which certain letters are missing. Letters are given in the 
proper sequence as one of the alternatives among the 
four given below each question. Find the correct alterna¬ 
tive. 

19. aac-bba-cc-baa-cb- 

(1) cabcb 

(2) acbac 

(3) baebe 

(4) aba..c 

20. ab-d-aaba-na-badna-badna- 

(1) babda 

(2) badna 

(3) andaa 

(4) dabdb 

In each of the following questions (21 to 25), find the 
odd-man out: 

21. (1) bus 

(2) tram 

(3) train 

(4) engine 

22. (1) raid 

(2) a.ssault 

(3) ambush 

(4) defence 

23. (1) skirt 

(2) blouse 

(3) trousers 

(4) shorts 

24. (!) initial 

(2) primary 

(3) signature 

(4) early 

25. (1) pilot 

(2) commandar 

(3) lieutenant 

(4) captain 

Three ladies Asha, Ninnala and Manju are married 
to IMlok, Shiv and Jagmohan. Each couple has one son, 
their names being Akash, Saurabh and Gaurav. 
Jagmohan is not Gaurav's father. 

Nirmala is not Shiv's wife. 

Asha is not Akash's mother or TVilok's wife. 

Shiv is not Gaurav or Saurabh's father. 


Now answer questions 25,27 and 28. 

26. Who are Saurabh's parents? 

(1) jagmohan and Nirmala 

(2) Trilok and Nirmala 

(3) Trilok and Manju 

(4) Jagmohan and Asha 

27. One of the parents of Gaurav is: 

(1) Nimtala 

(2) Asha 

(3) Manju 

(4) Shiv 

28. If Saurabh and Gaurav are cousin^ which of the 
following statement is true? 

(1) Manju and Asha are sisters 

(2) Nirmala and Manju are sisters 

(3) Jagmohan and Trilok are brothers 

(4) Trilok and Manju are brother and sister 

In questions 29 and 30, a number series is given in 
which one term is wrong. Find the wrong term. 

29. 616; 308; 154; 77; 34. 

(1) 308 

(2) 154 

(3) 34 

(4) 616 

30. 5; 6; 10; 19; 36; 60. 

( 1 ) 6 

(2) .36 

(3) 19 

(4) 60 

At a certain restaurant, Chander, Geeto, Lata and 
Tribhuvan ordered coffee, limca, gold spot and thums 
up, but not in the same order. The following statements 
regarding their orders are given. 

First letters of the name of the drink and the name of 
the persons who ordered the drink is not common. 
Tribhuvan and Lata did not order coffee. 

Limca was not ordered by Tribhuvan. 

Now answer questions 31 to 34 on this basis: 

31. What did Chander order? 

(1) coffee 

(2) limca 

(3) gold spot 

(4) thums up 

32. What did Geeta order? 

(1) limca 

(2) coffee 

(3) gold spot 

(4) thunrsup 

33. What did Lata order? 

(1) limca 

(2) coffee 

(3) gold spot 

(4) thums up ^ 

34., What did Tribhuvan order? 

(1) coffee 

(2) limca 
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(3) gold spot 

(4) tiiumsup 

Fill up the blanks (35,36,37) after choosing the given 
numbec. 


35. 


10_ 

17 1 

40 

30 _ 

_13 

20 

40 

50 

7 


the fourth-figure from the Answer Figures for the empty 
place so ttiat it bears the same relation vdth Uie third as 
the second bears with the first in this set 

40. 

i a 3 4 

PROBLEM nCURES ANSWER FIGURES 


o 


© 

? 


( 1 ) 10 

( 2 ) 20 

(3) 30 

(4) 40 


16 

14 

18 

12 

20 

24 

6 

10 

17 

13 

20 

' 10 

7 


18 

12 


( 1 ) 12 
(2) 16 

(3) 18 

(4) 19 


5 

9 

7 

13 

6 

3 

2 

7 

15 

13 

8 

20 


(1) 4 

( 2 ) 6 

(3) 1 

(4) 7 

In questions 38 and 39, four figures are given three 
of which belong to one class and one figure is outside 
this class. Pick-up this figure. 



39. 


In this question two sets of figures are given "The 
Problem Figures" and "The Answer Figures". In the 
Problem Figures one place is empty denoted by the 
sign"?". There are four figures in die Answer Figur^* 
the first two figures in the Problon Figure bear a cotain 
relation with each other. Bearing this in mind pick-up 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (3) The letters are O and L. 

2. (3) 3. (2) 

4. (3) OCFNGIRUTAOIN 

5. (4) 6. (4) 


For answering questions 7 to 11, the best way is to number 
the alphabets in their regular order and reverse order to find the 
relation among them. 


A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G 

H 

I 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

J 

K 

L 

M 

N 

O 

P 

Q 

R 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

S 

T 

U 

V 

W 

X 

Y 

Z 


19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 


Z 

Y 

X 

W 

V 

U 

T 

S 

R 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Q 

P 

O 

N 

M 

L 

K 

J 

1 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

H 

G 

F 

E 

D 

C 

B 

A 


19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 


7. 

(3) 


8. (2) 


9. 

NU 



10. (1) 11. (4) 

12. (3) The relationship is of grown-up and its young one. 

13. (1) The reason of tne first one is tire second one. 

14. (2) One thing (explosion and locust) leave the other 

after them. 

15. (2) One is naturally followed by the other. 

16. (1) One mves the other. 

17. (1) See the table of alphabets with numbers above. 

18. (4) The positions of letters have been shifted. 

19. (1) The series is aaccbb/aaccbb/.... 

20. (3) The series is a/badnaa/badnaa/.... 

21. (4) All the others are vehicles with passengers. 

22. (4) All the others are associated with 'attaw'. 

23. (2) All the other garments drape below waist. 

24. (3) All the others mean the same. 

25. (1) Pilot is a common term while others are strictly 

associated with army. 

26. (4) 27. (1) 28. (3) 

29. (3) Eadh next number is half of its pi^eding number. 

30. (2) Should have be«i 35 as 1 , T; 3^ ... are added to 

numbers. 

31. (2) 32. a) 33. (4) 34. (3) 

35. (2) The sum total of numbers columnwise is 80. 

36. (3) The total is 60 Gine-wise). 

37. (3) Add die first two numbers and deduct die fourth 

one in the line from it to get the third number. 

38. (4) The shape of arrow-heads is wrong. 

39. (4) One cirde should have been a cross. 

40. (1) The figure rotates 90° clockwise. 
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GENERAL INTELUGENCE 


TEST OF reasoning; .1 


Find out the missing numbers in the following: 

1. 84; 48; 35; 53;27. 

(a) 37 

(b) 40 

(c) 57 
W) 72 

(e) 75 

2. 37; 40; 46;...; 82; 130. 

(a) 58 

(fc) 176 

(f) 64 

(d) 72 
(c) 60 

3. 6; 6; 12; 36; 144;... 

(a) 576 

(h) 720 

(c) 432 

(d) 864 
ie) 628 

4. 2; 4; 6; 10; 16;...; 42. 

(a) 24 

(i») 28 

(c) 30 

(d) 32 

(e) 26 

5. 9; 16; 7; 15; 8;...; 11. 

(a) 19 

(W 23 

(f) 26 

(d) 21 
(<’) 17 

6. 11; 23;...; 95; 191; 383. 

(a) 45 
(W 51 

(c) 54 

(d) 49 
W 47 

7. 14; 17; 28; 34; 42; 51;... 

(fl) 60 

(b) 62 
(d 56 
(d) 57 
Id 58 

8. 6; 28; 8; 21; 10;...; 12; 7. 

(a) 14 

(W 20 
(f) 15 
(d) 12 
(d 18 

Numbers in questions 9 to 12 follow the same airan* 
gement of numbers. Your task is to find out the missing 
ones: 





QUIQ 

isaEs 


11. g 


12 . 


(a) 18 (b) 36 . (d 20 

(d) 32 (d 28 


(fl) 12 (b) 17 (c) 31 

(d) 5 (d 10 


(fl) 12 ' (W 23 (d 34 

(d) 36 (d 28 



(fl) 0 (W 1 (c) 2 

(d) 3 (d 4 


On the basis of relationship among numbers, find 
out the missing ones: 



(fl) 12 (b) 9 (d 8 

(d) 10 (d 7 



(W 2 (d 3 
(d 5 


Match the right parts with tight questions: 

15. 31; 37; 29; 11. 

(fl) All are squares of certain numbers. 

16. 748; 936; 500; 472. 

(b) TiTBy are divisible by 7. 

17. 169; 289; 144; 225. 

(d They are divisible by 4. 

18. 744; 432; 276; 738. 

(d) All are odd numbers not divisible. 


19. 616; 343; 735; 840. 

(d All are divisible by 3. 
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Comet ttie equations given below by interchanging 
two signs and lick*nuuk the right choice: 

20. 4x 14 + 12-21 + 7*47 
(fl) xand + 

(b) + and x 

(c) -and + 

(d) -andx 

21. 17 + 6x2-3 + 4 = 8 
(fl) + and - 

(W +andx 

(c) +and + 

(d) xand- 

22. 16 + 2 + 7-12x3 = 35 
(fl) + and + 

(b) +and- 

(c) xand + 

(d) xand- 

23. 3 + 5 + 15x6-7 = 0 

(a) -and + 

(h) + and x 

(c) +and + 

(d) X and + 

24. How many 3s occur from number 1 to 100? 

(fl) 17 

(b) 18 

(c) 19 

(d) 20 

(e) 21 

In arrangement of letters given below, find the odd- 
man out: 

25. (fl) BfhD (W JnpL (c) RuwT 

(d) Gkml (e) MqsO 

26. (a) DGAj (b) HCl (c) KNHq 

(d) SVI^ (e) HKDn 

27. (a) Gefh (b) Knml (c) Wzyx 

(d) Psrq (e) Nqpo 

28. (ft) aEbD (b) fjgl (c) MqNp 

(d) rVsU (e) kOIN 

29. (fl) ByCx (b) FuGt (c) GtHs 

(d) DyEz (e) JpKq 

Find the missing letters and numbers in questions 30 
to 33: 

30 

r 18 p6 

k" a’ ? 


31. P” 

B2 7 jlO 

A' N” 



The word RATION has been coded in five different 
ways. Same codes have been used for the word 
AROUND. Match similar codes with questions: 

RATION AROUND 

34. ARITON (ft) BSPVOE 

35. ARNorr m bqptcx: 

36. SZUHPM (c) RADNUO 

37. SBUJPO (d) CMTNQZ 

38. MNHSZQ (c) RAUODN 

According to a code if: 

'Businessmen are exporting diamonds' is 1; 2; 3; 4 
'They are in demand' is 4; 5; 6; 7 
'Demand dollars for diamonds' is 1; 5; 8; 9 
and 'Businessmen pay in dollars' is 2; 6; 9; 10 

39. What is the code for'pay'? 

(a) 2 

(b) 6 

(c) 10 

(d) 9 
(c) 5 

40. Number '9' represents: 

(a) demand 

(b) pay 

(c) dollars 
id) in 

(V) for 

A team of four from A, B, C, D, E, F and G is to be 
selected according to the following conditions: 

B and C must be together. 

D and E mu.st not be together. 

A and G must be together. 

F and D must be together. 

G and C will not be together. 

C and E must be together. 

41. The team will have: 

(fl) ADFG 

(b) ABCE 

(c) BCEG 

(d) BCAG 

(e) BDFG 

Tony, Chand, Munnu, Panna and Raju were arrested 
by the police and the charges against them were of theft, 
pick-pocketing, murder^ cheating and robbery. Study the 
followii^ statements and match the man with the crime 
he committed: 

Each man committed one crime and the first letter of 
his name and the crime committed by him is not the same. 
Chand and Raju are neither pick-pockets nor thieves. 
Munnu is not a thief or a cheat. 

The pick-pocket's name does not start with an 'M'. 

42. Tony (fl) theft 

43. Chand (b) pick-pocketing 

44. Munnu (c) murder 

45. Panna Id) cheating 

46. Raju (e) robbery 

47. If east is called north, south is west, west is east 
and north is south then in which direction is D to A? 
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(a) south-west 

(b) east-west 

(c) north-east 

(d) north-west 

Find the odd-man out: 

48. (a) pen 
(fc) pencil 
(c) brush 
id) ink 

(e) chalk-stick 

49. (fi) hostel 
(h) hotel 

(c) club 

(d) motel 

(c) inn 

50. (a) right 
(h) over 
(r) back 

(d) left 

(e) front 

51. (a) radius 

(b) diameter 

(c) arc 

(d) tangent 

(e) diagonal 

52. (a) Gandhi 

(b) Jesus 

(c) Marx 

(d) Buddha 

(e) Mahavir 

53. (a) bulb 

(b) heater 

(c) lantern 

(d) tube light 

(e) candle 

Words in questions 54 to 60 have certain relationship. 
Your task is to tick-maric the choice with similar relation¬ 
ship: 

54. pitcher: water 

(a) candle:light 

(b) stove: cooking 

(c) book; syllabus 

(d) thermometer: mercury 

55. stretch: shrink 

(a) elated: subdued 

(b) drink:eat 
(r) sleep:dream 
(d) night:dark 

56. lotus:water 

(a) lion .'forest 

(b) germs .-rarbage 

(c) books :^elf 

(d) cake: birthday 

57. eye:fid 

(a) teeth:lips 

(b) tree : fruit 

(c) hand: palm 


(d) pearl: shell 

58. watch: look 

(a) listen: concentration 

(b) smell: inhale 

(c) read: write 

(d) new: adaptation 

59. sound:ear 

(a) picture: colours 

(b) road: footpath 

(c) touch:skin 

(d) nose:sneeze 

60. Catholics: Protestants 

(a) stars: universe 

(b) tree: garden 

(c) rice:wheat 

(d) religion: morals 

SYLLOGISMS 


TYPE I 

In questions given below, a situation has been explained 
through a few statements folloived by a conclusion. You have to 
say xcmther the conclusion: 

(a) necessarily follows from the statements. 

(b) is only a long-drawn one.- 

(c) definitely does not follow from the statements. 

(d) can't say as the information provided Ls inade¬ 
quate. 

Note: Your answers should only be in the light of the statements 
given. 

Statements: 

61. 1. Some of the court cases are not decided in the life 

time of the parties concerned. 

2. Mr E>utta has filed a suit against his cousin in a 
court. 

Conclusion: The court will only give its verdict after the 
death of Mr Dutta. 

(a) □ ib) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

62. 1. Archaeology is the study of the art, customs and 

culture of ancient times. 

2. Ratan, an eminent archaeologist, is excavating 
some old ruins. 

Conclusion: After a while, he would be an authority on the 
art and culture of that place. 

(a) □ (b) a (c) a (d) Q 

Statements: 

63. 1. If the history of a country is written in blood and 

hatred, the countiymen should take special care 
not to rewrite it the same way. 

2. There has been a bloody revolution in country X. 
Conclusion: Once the revolution is over, they would live in 
peace and happiness for ever. 

(a) a (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

64. 1. Most of the politicians of some standing have their 

names associated with smr^lers or mafia group. 
2. Mr X is the brain behind mafia of a certain 
country. 



n 

f 
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Conclusion: Mr X has the backing of some eminent 
politicians of that count^. 

(a) □ (b) a (c) □ (<0 Q 

Statements: 

65. 1. Good tailors give excellmt finish and elegance to 

the clothes they stitch. 

2. Rajendra is famous for his well-cut elegant 
clothes. 

Conclusbn: His tailor knows his job well. 

(a) □ (W □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statemetits: 

66. 1. Pandit Nehru never had heavy security around 

him and used to go in public in open jeep. 

2. Nowadays, the ftime Minister travels in bullet¬ 
proof cars and is guarded by a heavy security men. 
Conclusion: People loved Nehru too much to let anyone 
harm him. 

(a) □ (W □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

67. 1. Movicylovers are always curious about the private 

affairs of personalities connected with the silver- 
screen. 

2. Film magazines publish such stuff with real hot 
spice. 

Conclusion: These magazines sell like hot cakes among 
movie-lovers. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

TYPE II 

In questions given belcnv, statements I and 2 arepUawcd by 
cottclusions I and II. Taking the statemetits to be true although 
they may appatr at variance zoith commonly accepted facts, tick- 
mark your answers as under: 

(a) Only 1 follows from the statements. 

(b) Only II follows from the statements. 

(c) Both I and II follow from the statements. 

(d) Either I or II follows from the statements. 

(e) Neither I nor II follows from the statements. 
Statements: 

68. 1. Some pins are balls. 

2. All balls are rings. 

Conclusions: 

I. All rings are pins. 

II. Some rings are pins. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ id) □ ie) □ 

Statements: 

69. 1. All cooks are bearers. 

2. All bearers are accountants. 

Conclusions: 

I. All cooks are accountants. 

II. All accountants are cooks. 

(a) □ ib) □ (c) □ (d) a ie) □ 

Statenwnts: 

70. 1. All flowers are buds. 

2. Some buds are plants. 

Conclusions: | 

1. Some plants are flowers, 
n. No plant is a flower. I 


(a) □ ib) □ (c) □ (d) □ ie) □ 

Statements: 

71. 1. Some judges are lawyers. 

2. Some lawyers are prosecutors. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some prosecutors are judges. 

II. Some judges are not prosecutors. 

ia) □ ib) U (c) □ (d) □ ie) □ 

Statements: 

72. 1. Teachers who are not trained are either doctors or 

engineers. 

2. Alfdoctors are managers. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some untrained teachers are managers. 

II. Some trained teachers are managers. 

ia) □ ib) □ (f) □ id) D ie) □ 

Statements: 

73. 1. No tourist, who ventured to climb Mt Kali once, 

dared to go there again. 

2. Rakesh has climbed Mt Kali several times. 
Conclusions: 

I. He went there as a tourist. 

II. He climbed Mt Kali for some other purpose. 

(a) □ ib) □ (c) □ (d) □ ie) □ 

Statements: 

74. 1. All Americans are either Canadians or Mexicans. 

2. Most of the Mexicans are not white. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some Americans are not white. 

II. No Canadian is Mexican. 

ia) □ ib) □ ic) U id) U ie) □ 

Statements: 

75. 1. All men employees are allowed only white or blue 

dresses. 

2. All married women employees are allowed only 
blue or pink colours, while the unmarried 
employees have to put on either pink or white. 
Conclusions: 

I. It is possible for a 11 employees to put on the same i 

colour. i 

II. It is possible that all employees dress-up them¬ 
selves in two colours only. 

ia) □ ib) □ (c) □ id) Q ie) □ 

TYPE III 

In questions given below, an assumption iA) is followed by 
reasons HI and Rll. Apply RI and RII to (A) and tick-mark your 
answers as under: 

ia) Only RI is the reason for A. 

ib) Only Rll is the reason for A. 

ic) Both RI and Rll are reasons for A. 

id) Either RI or RII is the reason for A. 

ie) Neither RI nor Rll is the reason for A. 

76. (A) In India, a guest is traditionally regarded as a 
god, 'Atithi devo bhavah'. 

RI. Guests always bring gppd-luck to their hosts. 

RII. Guests have certain divine qualities. 
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(a) □ (b) □ ((') □ (rf) □ (tO □ 

77. (A) Elderly middle-class men prefer home-made 
food to food served in hotels. 

RI. Their wives are better cooks than the chefs 
employed by the hotel. 

RII. The food in hotels is tcx> spicy and heavy to suit 
the digestive system of elderly people. 

(fl) □ ib) □ (c) □ W) □ (e) □ 

78. (A) Young persons seeking jobs through written 
examinations and interviews have to make exhaustive 
preparation. 

RI. Posts are limited and competition is rather tough. 

RII. The question-papers as well as interviews cover 
a wide range of topics. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ W) □ (e) □ 

79. (A) Most of our social, economic and political 
problems are still unsolved. 

RI. The administration has been rather slack. 

RII. People in general do not want any change. 

(a) □ (fc) □ (c) □ W) □ (c) □ 

80. (A) Whenever there is a one-day International 
Cricket Match, the attendance in educational institutions 
and offices is almost nil. 

RI. Everyone wants to go to the stadium to watch the 
game. 

RII. We are more interested in cricket than in fulfill¬ 
ing our duties. 

(a) U (W □ (c) LJ (d) U (c) □ 

TYPE IV 

In questions Kwen below, a statement is pllouvd by implica¬ 
tions (a), ib), (c) and (d). Your task is to tick-mark the clwkc that 
is most implicit. 

81. White clouds go up and float in the sky because 
they are made of steam. 

(a) Dark clouds are not made of steam. 

(b) Steam is light hence it rises up. 

(c) Steam cannot be stored at sea-level. 

(d) None of the above. 

82. No child, who was unable to finish home-work 
due to physical ailment was among those who were 
punished for the same rea.son. 

(a) The teacher was considerate towards children 
who had physical ailment. 

(b) Some childr^ did have some physical ailment. 

(c) The children who arrived without home-work 
and were physically fit were punished. 

(rf) All the above. 

83. In spite of the warnings from renowned 
astronomers mat he would meet with a severe fatal acci¬ 
dent, the pilot went for a joy flight. 

(a) He wanted to commit suicide. 

(b) He did not meet with any accident. 

((') He did not have faith in astronomers. 

(d) His plane crashed as foretold by the astronomers. 

84. Some of the terrorists, who were arrested for 
taking numerous innocent lives had read Gandhiji's works 
on non-violence. 

(a) They were not influenced by the literature they 
had read. 


(b) The books made them ruthless killers. 

(c) Other terrorists did not read Gandhiji. 

All the above. 

85. Dinesh was caught hy the railway police while 
strolling on the railway platfonn as he did not have a 
platform ticket. 

(fl) Only railway police is authorized to arrest per¬ 
sons inside dte railway-station. 

(b) Everyone who enters the platform for fun or other 
reason must buy a platfonn ticket. 

(c) Travellers also Have to buy a platfonn ticket. 

(d) Platform tickets are sold by the raUway police. 

86. Most of our good captains are good batsmen too. 

(a) A few of our captains are not good batsmen. 

(b) A good batsman is a good captain too. 

(c) No captain is a bad batsman. 

(d) some captains are bad batsmen. 

87. In Bombay, the mayor of the city stepped out in a 
white cap and a long broom in hand to oe an active mem¬ 
ber of the 'cleanliness campaign'. 

(a) All the cleaners had to put on a white cap. 

(b) The mayor joined the gang due to shortage of 
staff. 

(c) The mayor knows the art of using a broom very 
well. 

(d) None of the above. 

TYPEV 

In each question from 88 to 95, a question has been asked 
folloived by probable answers I and 11. Tick-mark your answers: 

(a) if only I is enough to answer the question. 

(b) if only II is enough to answer the question. 

(c) if both 1 and II are needed to answer the question. 

id) if either of the two is sufficient to answer the 
question. 

ie) if neither I nor II is an answer to the question 
asked. 

88. Why are some of the Indian electronic gadgets 
inferior to similar goods from other countries? 

I. We do not have sufficient funds. 

II. The companies manufacturing the items men¬ 
tioned arove lack sophisticate technology and 
high quality finish. 

(a) □ ib) □ (c) □ (d) □ ie) □ 

89. Why are development plans made for five years 
only? 

I. 'fhe term of the government is for five years only. 

II. Five is a lucky number. 

ia) □ ib) □ (c) □ id) □ ie) □ 

90. Why did the Pandavas, when given a choice, 
opted for unarmed Krishna alone rather than his wonder¬ 
ful army? 

I. They had faith in Krishna. 

II. They had enough army. 

(«?) □ ib) □ ic) □ id) Q ie) □ 

91. Why do most of the calendars have photographs 

of women on every page? ■« 

I. Women are prettier than mea 

II. Housewives like to have pretty faces of other 
women on the walls of their house. 
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(»?) □ (W □ (c) □ id) □ (rt □ 

92. Why do art-movies fail at the box-office? 

I. They lack the regubr 'filmi masala' that attracts 
the crowds. 

II. Real art-lovers, who care for new experiments, 
are very few. 

(fl) □ (W □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

93. Why do parents, who have good education¬ 
al institutions in their city, send their children to 
hostels? 

I. In hostels, children become intellectuals. 

II. Children are an encumbrance for the 


parents. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ id) □ (e) □ 

94. Why do persons commit the same mistakes again 
and again? 

I. History repeats itself. 

II. They soon forget the lesson they learn after com¬ 
mitting a mistake. 

(a) □ (fc) □ (c) □ W) □ (e) □ 

95. Why did the Americans vote for Clinton? 

I. They wanted .some change in the existing system. 

II. He is more handsome than Bush. 

(a) □ (h) □ (c) U (d) □ (e) □ 


NON-VERBAL SERIES 


Given below are two sets of figures, the Problem Figures and the Answer Figures marked A, B, C, D and E. You 
have to say which of the Answer Figures would fit in place of the question-mark in the Problem Figures. 


PROBLEM FIGURES ANSWER FIGURES 
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ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (li) The digits i>f the numbers are a’verst\l in tlie next 

nnmlTer. 

2. (a) C'.onn adding^; 6; 12; 24 ... to numbt*rs. 

T (W Numbers are serially multiplied by 1,2,3,4 ... 

4. ((’) Each number is the total of its tvvc> preceding num- 
bi'is 

!>. (a) Each 2nd, 4th, Mh ... number is the total of num¬ 
bers to its right and left. 

6. (c) Each uextnumberisdoubleplusoneoftliepreced- 

ing numlHT. 

7. (c) There are two series, tables of 14 and 17 simul- 

tan»x)usly. 

8 . 14. Again there are two series, 8 , 8 , It)... and 28; 21; 14; 

7 ... 

i:.\ampli- 9: 19 + 17 - 36; 14 X 2 - .38; 19 X 3 = 57; 
.38-17 .^^21 


9. ih) II). (</) 

11. (c) 12. (/>) 

1.3. (e) 4’ - .3'7. 

14. (/•) (2+ 2)’ -16 

15. (rf) 16. (c) 

17. (a) 18. (c) 

19. (/.) 20. (c) 

21. (/)) 22. (c) 

23. (d) 24. (</) 

2.5. (c) 26. (c) 

27. (a) 28. (c) 

29. (d) 

30. T™. Numbers are according to the place of the letter 
in the_alphalx*tical order and each column adds up to 32. 

31. X‘‘. The total this time is .36. 

.32. . Cap of i>ne letter increases and correspe^nding num- 

K 

bers start from trpposite end. 

20 

.3.3. ^, Number of letters are towards righ' in the upper 

and towards left in the lower section. 

34. to 38. For cih/cs, the letlerfi ttuiy he interchanged, may 
be represented by preceding or folhnvin^ or Ivlh type of letters 
from alphabets or may be rervrsi'd and then the arrauf’ement 
mentioned may follow: 

34. (f) 35. ie) 

36. (/>) 37. (a) 

38. (d) 39. (r) 

40. (c) 41. (a) 


42. (/') 
44. {<•) 


43. (c) 
45. (a) 


46. (</) 47. (b) 

48. id) All the others are used for writing or drawing. 

49. ie) Others are places where people can stay. 

.50. (h) All the others arc directions of the surface level. 

51. (<’) All the other terms are used in conntxrlion w'ith 

circle. 

52. (f) All the others believc*d in non-violence. 

53. (/>) All the others are used tor light. 

54. (d) One conbiins the other. 


55. (a) 

56. (/») 

57. (d) 

58. (b) 

59. (c) 

60. (c) 

61. (c) 
63. (d) 
65. (a) 

67. (a) 
Qiie 

of all the 

68. (f>) 


69. (a) 


70. (d) 


The words are antonyms. 

One grows on the other. 

One i.s protected by the other. 

Both are same type of activities. 

One is the organ to feel the other. 

Both belong to the same gmup. 

62 . (b) 

64. (b) 

66. (a) 

•stions of II type are Ivst explained by drawing diagrams 
probabilities and then reaching a fool-proof conclusion: 






71. (W 




72. (a) 


T^D+M 
'^r UnfA 


73. (W 
75. (h) 
77. (6) 
79. (a) 
81. (b) 
83. (c) 
85. (b) 
87. Id) 
89. (a) 
91. (e) 
93. (c) 
95. (a) 
97. B 
99. A 
101. C 
103. B 
105. B 


74. (c) 
76. (c) 
78. (c) 
80. (a) 
82. W) 
84. (a) 
86. (a) 
88. (b) 
90. (a) 
92. (c) 
94. (b) 
96. C 
98. D 
loo. A 
102. E 
104. E 
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CAREER 


DEFENCE FORCES 


Career Prospects 

Armed Forces offer excellent 
career opportunites to the enthusias¬ 
tic and adventurous young can¬ 
didates who wish to excel in the 
uniformed forces. The career 
provides very good openings for 
physical fitness, adventure and 
sporting opportunities on the one 
hand and good prospects of growth 
in service, new challenges, attractive 
salary and perks and the satisfaction 
of defending the borders of the 
country on the other. Every selected 
candidate has to undergo rigorous 
pre-commissioning training before 
induction into the service as an of¬ 
ficer in the rank of Second Lieutenant 
(Army) or Acting Sub-Lieutenant 
(Navy) or Pilot Officer (Air Force), as 
the case my be. Minimum emolu¬ 
ments work out to be around Rs 4500 
in the pay scale of Rs 2300-5100 at 
present rales. Moreover, the facilities 
like free medical aid, concessional 
residential accommodation, free ra¬ 
tions, free/concessional travel by 
rail, group insurance, IDefence Ser¬ 
vice Officers Provident Fund (DSOP), 
etc., are also available. The defence 
officers also get adequate oppor¬ 
tunities to undergo specialist training 
courses like Driving and Main¬ 
tenance Course, Course on Marine 
Diving, Parachute Jumping and Sky 
Diving Course, Mountaineering 
Course, etc., in addition to routine 
professional courses. In addition, suf¬ 
ficient opportunities are also avail¬ 
able to pursue the interests in 
activities like sports—both indoors as 
well as outdoors. 

Time-bound promotions and in¬ 
crements are available up to a par¬ 
ticular limit and the officers with the 
outstanding performance during the 
entire service career may hope to rise 
to the highest rank in the respective 


service. It also enables a service of¬ 
ficer to get an opportunity to carry 
out several acts of gallantry and get 
rewarded with a decoration from the 
President of India. Moreover, the ser¬ 
vice offers a very gcKxJ social and 
regimented life alongwith the 
pleasure of directly defending one's 
motherland. 

Selection Process 

Combined Defence Services 
(CSD) Examination is usually con¬ 
ducted twice in a year by the Union 
Public Service Commission (UI^) 
in the months of May and October. 
The examination is conducted to 
select direct entry candidates as of¬ 
ficers to the following four training 
academies. 

(i) Indian Military Academy (IMA) 
Dehradun for permanent Com¬ 
mission in the Indian Army. 

(it) Officers Training Academy 
(OTA) Madras for Short-Service 
Commission in the Indian Army. 

(Hi) Naval Academy Goa, for Com¬ 
mission in the General Services 
in the Indian Navy. 

(w) Airforce Academy, Begumpet, 
Hyderabad for Commission in 
the Indian Airforce. 

The selection process in which 
over 500 candidates are usually 
selected every lime for all four 
academies, has the following three 
stages: 

(a) Written Examination by the 
UPSC. 

(h) Intelligence and personality test 
by the Service Election ^ard 
(^B). 

(c) Medical Examination. 

All such candidates as qualify all 
above tests may hope to get a call for 
pre-Commission training on the 
basis of their final rank and choice. 

(a) Written Examination: All 


unmarried male graduates are 
eligible to appear for IMA and OTA, 
whereas the qualification required 
tor Naval Academy is B.Sc. with 
Physics and Mathematics or Bachelor 
of Engineering. For Air Force 
Academy a degree with Mathematics 
and Physics or equivalent is required. 

The minimum age is 18 years at the 
time of taking the examination. The 
upper age limit, however, varies. It is 
24 years for OTA, 23 years for IMA, 

21 years for Naval Academy and 22 
years for the Airforce Academy. Since 
the selection process takes almost one 
year (from the time of filling up the 
form), the actual lower and upper 
age-limits are enhanced by one year 
in all above cases. 

Subjects of Nepal, Bhutan or 
Tibetan refugees who immigrated 
before January 1, 1962 are also 
eligible subject to a certificate of 
eligibility from the Government’ of sj;; 
India. It is also pertinent to add that 
nt) reservations on the basis of caste 
and tribe are there in Defence Ser¬ 
vices. However, there are certain 
seats reserv’ed for the holders of "C- 
Certificate" of the National Cadet 
Corps (NCC) who are exempted from 
passing the written examination.’' 
Married candidates, if otherwise 
eligible, are allowed to take the ex¬ 
amination only for OTA Madras. 

The written examination is objec¬ 
tive typ)e in nature. The candidates 
are tested in the following three sub¬ 
jects for IMA, Naval Academy and 
Airforce Academy. 

1. English 100 marks (2 hours) 

2. General 100 marks (2 hours) ] 

Knowledge 

3. Elementary 100 marks (2 hours) ' 

Mathematics : 

For OTA Madras, only first two 
papers are required to be qualified. 
Question, papers are set only in ' 
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English. The English paper is 
designed lo test the iinderstanding of 
English language and the use of 
workman-like wonls. The syllabus is 
equivalent to the graduate level ex¬ 
amination. The Cleneral Knowledge 
paper includes questions on History 
of India, Get^graphy, current affairs 
and the matters of day-to-day ohscr- 
vation and the experience in their 
.scientific asptxrts as may be expected 
of an educated person without 
specific study of any subject. The 
paper in Elementary Mathematics is 
of matriculation standard and in¬ 
cludes questions on Arithmetic, Al¬ 
gebra, Geometry, Trigonometry, 
Mensuration and Basic statistics. 

There are 3*) centres of examina¬ 
tion all over the country. The names 
of these centres are; Agartala, Ah- 
medabad, Aizawl, Allahabad, Ban¬ 
galore, Bareilly, Bhopal, Bombay, 
Calcutta, Chandigarh, Cochin, Cut¬ 
tack, Delhi, Dharwar, Dispur, 
Gangtok, Hyderabad, Imphal, 

Itanagar, Jaipur, Jammu, Jorhat, 
Kohima, Lucknow, Madras, 

Madurai, Nagpur, Panaji, Patna, Port 
Blair, Raipur, Sambalpur, Shillong, 
Shimla, Srinagar, Tirupati, 

Trivandrum, Udaipur and Vishak- 
hapatnam. 

(b) Intelligence and Personality 
Test: All the candidates declared 
successful by the UPSC in the written 
examination are then put to intel¬ 
ligence and personality test by the 
SSB, popularly known as the SSB in¬ 
terview. This interview is a com- 
preheitsive test of one's personality, 
intelligence and suitability to be 
chosen as an officer in the Defence 
Services. SSB interview lasts for 3 lo 4 
days and has several components 
like intelligence tests, group discus¬ 
sion, small lectures on general issues, 
group planning, outdoor group 
tasks, physical fitness tests, an inter¬ 
view and several psychological tests 
like situation reaction test, picture- 
story writing test (TAT), etc. All these 
tests are intended to judge the physi¬ 
cal and mental faculties of a can¬ 
didate. In broad terms, S.S.B. 


interview is in fact an assessment of 
not only intellectual qualities of a 
candidate but is also an appraisal of 
his social traits and general interests 
which help in assessing his 
suitability for the service. 

(c) Medical Examination: The 
candidates declared successful after 
SSB interviews are then required to 
undergo a detailed examination by a 
medical board in the nearest Military 
Hospital. This test again lasts for 3 to 
4 days. The minimum required 
standards of medical fitness are quite 
stringent which are different for all 
three wings of services. To avoid last 
minute disappointment the can¬ 
didates are advised to get themselves 
! medically examined on their own 
j before they apply for the examina- 
I tion. 

I Pre-Commission Training 

A merit list is finally prepared, 
consisting of candidates who qualify 
all the thrt‘e tests listed above. On the 
basis of their ranking in the final 
merit list and choice of service, the 
candidates are selected for pre-Com- 
mission training in the concerned 
Academy and are called upon to join 
the Academy as a "Gentleman 
Cadet". 

The training is quite rigorous in 
nature and lays emphasis on physical 
fitness, drill, academics, weapon 
training, tactics and professional 
competence at junior leadership 
level. After a given duration of train¬ 
ing (which varies from Academy to 
Academy) the successful candidates 
are Commissioned in the concerned 
Defence Service, /.e. Indian Army, In¬ 
dian Navy or Indian Airforce. It is 
also pertinent to add that all the 
cadets Commissioned through OTA 
Madras as short-service Commis¬ 
sioned Officers are initially Commis¬ 
sioned for a period of five years, after 
which they have an option to either 
continue or leave the service. All the 
non-optees are then released from 
service who are eligible to get all the 
benefits, except pension, that are 
available to ex-servicemen. Service 
record of those who opt to continue is 


scrutinised and all those found 
suitable are then granted permanent 
Commission. All those who are not 
found fit for permanent Commission 
are given an extension of service for a 
period of five years during which 
period they are allowed to apply for 
alternate employment and as soon as 
they get a job, they are released from 
service. 

Coaching and Preparation 

Candidates are advised to carry 
out a planned preparation for the 
written examination. A review of pre¬ 
vious question papers is particularly 
beneficial. Regular reference to a 
good competition magazine like 
"The Competition Master" may be of 
I immense use as it would assist the 
! candidates in preparing English and 
General Knowledge papers. Features 
on Per.sonality Development and 
General Intell%ence are quite useful 
during the SSB interview. 

The interview needs special 
preparations. As different from usual 
interviews, it is a comprehensive per¬ 
sonality test to which most fresh can¬ 
didates have no previous exposure. It 
is suggested that the candidates 
should go through some standard 
book on SSB interviews. It is also 
recommended that fresh candidates 
should join some coaching academy 
providing fruitful coaching for SSB 
interviews. Such academies/institu¬ 
tions are being run by retired service 
officers in several cities and towns. 

Further Details 

Detailed advertisement is pub¬ 
lished about six months before the 
date of examination in all leading 
newspapers which gives details of 
the examination. Complete details 
like rules, syllabus, m^ical stand¬ 
ards, number of vacancies, etc. are 
given in the corresponding issue of 
"Employment New.s". In addition. 
Candidates Information Manuals 
containing details of objective-type 
tests including sample questions, are 
supplied to all candidates alongwith 
the admission certificate, by the 
UPSC. 
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General Information Quiz 


1. Name the largest Island in 
the world. 

2. What is the height of 
Mount Everest (in metres)? 

3. Name the first Indian to 
scale Mount Everest without use of 
oxygen cylinder. 

4. Who was the first Indian in 
space? 

5. With which Indian per¬ 
sonality is Bardoli associated? 

6. Who is known as Ihini of 

Avon? 

7. With what activity was 
Ronald Amundsen a.s.six'ialc-d? 

8. What do Julius Caesar, 
Abraham IJncolii and Mrs Indira 
Gandhi have in common? 

9. What nickname has been 
given to a typical cili/en of USA? 

10. What does a flag flown up¬ 
side down symbolise? 

11. Which country was earlier 
known as Mesopotami.i? 

-12. Bv what name is the Parlia¬ 
ment of Netherlands known? 

.^^3. What form of government 
exists in )apan? 

14. What is a White Paper? 

15. Kangaroo, Lily and 
Chrysanthemum are national 
emblems of which countrii’s? 

■'16. The 3Bth Parallel demar¬ 
cates the boundary between which 
two countries? 

17, Name the currency of 
Australia, Canada, Ethiopia, Guyana 
and Malaysia. 

18. World AIDS day is ob¬ 
served on which day every year? 

--19. which year was 
proclaimed by the UN as the Interna¬ 
tional Literacy Year? 

20. Which place is known as 
Land of Lakes? 

21. Define the term Anarchy? 

22. What is Deficit Financing? 


23. What is Primary Gold? 

24. What does Demagogy 
mean? 

25. Who said: "Maji is by na¬ 
ture a political animal"? 

26. To whom are the following 
words crtxlited: "A thing of beauty is 
a joy forever"? 

27. Give the name of the 

author of the following statement on 
Mahatama Gandhi; "....the light that 
shone in this country was no ordi¬ 
nary light. For that light repri*- 

senkxl hying truth." 

— 28. Who created the character 
Rond? 

29. Who was the author of the 
b«)ok Hamheuhnritin? 

30. Name the author of the fol¬ 
lowing books; "A Tale of Two Cities", 
"David Coppertield" and "Great 
Expix'tations . 

31. Who wrote the famous 
novel Shakuntia? 

^2. Where are the head¬ 
quarters of the United Nations 
situated? 

33. Name the Indian ports 
lying on the Etist Coast of the co-jntry. 

34. National Highway Num¬ 
ber one of India runs between which 
two citk's? 

35. What is the civil aircraft 
marking on Indian aeroplanes? 

36. Where is Asia's first com¬ 
mercial wind-farm situated? 

37. In which Indian State is the 
Tehri Dam projc'ct being built? 

38. On which date the Indian 
space programme completed 2.S 
years? 

39. What is the name of India's 
first surface-to-surface missile? 

. 40. What is the name of India's 
biggest naval base which is situated 
at l&rwar in Kamataka? 

41.. Who is popularly known 
as Nightingale of India? 

42. Name the world's largest 


living bird? 

43. By what name is the 

Japanese art of flower arrangement , 
Known? 

44. With which country is the 1 

Z.iilii tribe asscx'iated? ' 

45 . Name the bird which never ■' 
builds its nest? 

46. 1 low many Export PnKess: '| 

ing Zones are there m India? ^ 

. 47. Where is the World's | 

highest petrol pump situaUxJ? 

48. What is ASEAN? 

49. Name the biggest Railway I 
Station of India? 

50. Name the woman tennis | 
player who became the third woman 
player to complete the Grand Slam of 
tennis in 1%8? 

ANSWERf] 

' 1. Greenland. 

*2. 8,848 metres. 

’ 3. Phil Dorjt'e. 

• 4. St|n l.dr Rakesh Shaima. 

■ 5. Sardar Patel. 

6. Shakespeare. 

7. Exploration. He dis- 
coveretl South Pole in W12. 

8 . All three wen* assassinated 
while in office. Julius Caesar, the king 
of Roman empire, was assassinated 
in 44 B.C., Abraham Lincoln, Presi¬ 
dent of USA. in 186.S A.D. and Mrs 
Indira Ganclhi, Prime Minister of 
India, in 1984. 

9. Uncle Sam. 

10. Distress. j 

*11 . Iraq. 

12. Staten General. 

13. Con.stitutional Monarchy. ' 

14. A short pamphlet giving 
authoritative recitaf of facts issued 
the Government, stating its views on. 
a particular matter. 
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munniiE dimensions of 

PERSONALITY 

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES TO PROBE INTO YOUR I 
PERSONALITY AND THE LATENT POWERS OF HUMAN MIND 




E/jTW/yJ--. 


1. SIgnalim Analysis o( Human Adivilies in Psychology 

2 . Handwriting and Finger Print Expert 

3. Psychologjsl in Therapy of (Vociri) Tongue redness 

4. Psychoarelysis 

5. Psychoanalysis by Face Readng 

6. Psychoanalysis by Rearing of Bi^ Activities 

7. PswopatfK^ and Treatment 

8. CtMidren Devdopment by Psychotherapy 

9. Psychoanalysis by Colour Atelysis 

10. Human Nature Morffication by Colour Potency and 


(P.G.D.S.A, 

(P.6.D.H.F.i 

(P.G.D.P.T.1 

(P.G.D.P.H.] 

(P.G.D.P.F.R.I 

(P.G.D.P.BA) 

(P.G.D.P.P.T.] 

{P.G.D.C.D.; 

{P.G.D.P.C. 

(P.G.D.H.M.C.) 


1. Chldrsn Development by Psychotherapy 

2. Psychoanalysis by Colour Arelysis 

3. Si^uie Analysis of Human Activlliee in 
Psycholom 

4. DipiornaM Psychologist in Therapy of (Vocal) 
Tongue Tednees 

5. Self-personallyDevelopmenI Course In 
Human Psychology 

6. Para Psychology in Hypnotherapy 

7. Psychoanalysis by Face Readng 

8. Psychoanalysis by Reading of ^Activities 



p.C.D.| 

(D.P.C 

(D.SA.! 

(D.P.T.) 

P.P.D.) 

IP.PJ4.) 

.P.F.R.I 

P.P.BA) 


« ydo* for P.G^ Diploma & Six months for Diploma □ Mbvlmum QuollflcaHon ; For P.G. Diploma • 
/ore .. 


□ Duration: One . . 

Grachjote/Equlvafent and for Diploma • Metrlc/lnter/10f2/Ec|ulvalantQ Medium: EngHsh/HIndi □ Write for details 
with advt. number given below to the DIRECTOR. _ 

aiaacsi MSexfflaagm 

48, Nehai Nagar, Agra - 282 002 (lJMI?l»]r. Advf. no.cm/i;93 









The Examiner’s 
Guess Questions 


Q. In which country did India 
close its diplomatic mission, in the 
month of February 1993, due to Civil 
War conditions? 

Ans. Afghanistan. 

• Q. What position does India 
hold in the world market of coffee? 

Ans. India is world's eighth 
leading coffee exporter. A significant 
part of the exports are destined to 
Germany. 

Q. What is the male to female 
ratio in Kerala? 

Ans. Kerala has 1036 females per 
1000 males. 

Q. What sugar price has been 
fixed by the government for the 
sugar to be sold through the ^blic 
Distribution System network?"' 

Ans. Rs 8.30 per kg. This is an 
increase of 20 per cent over the pre¬ 
vious price. The minimum support 
prices for sugarcane for the 1992-93 
season have also been raised to Rs 31 
per quintal. 

Q. What amount of gauge con¬ 
version has been completed by the 
railways by the end of March 1993? 

Ans. 1,379 km. This is 179 km 
more than the target for 1992-93. 
Under the unigauge policy of the 
Railways, 6000 km of railway line is 
to be converted into broad gauge 
during the eighth plan. By the turn of 
the century, 11,000 km of narrow and 
metre gauge are planned to be con¬ 
verted into broad gauge. 

Q. What is dumping? 

Ans. The classic definition is 
selling a product abroad for less than 
ou sell it at home, the alleged intent 
eing to drive competitors out of 
business by selling at loss. 

Q. Name the world's oldest 
citizen? 

Ans. Jeanne Calmet of France. 
She is 118 years old. She knew the 
famous painter Vincent Van Gogh in 


her youth. Last year she gave up 
smoking and no longer drinks her 
daily glass of port. She is deaf but her 
memory is still vivid. 

Q. Where is India's first butterfly 
park proposed to be built? 

Ans. Cochin. 

Q. What was the social obliga¬ 
tion cost of the Indian Railways in 
1992-93? 

Ans. Rs. 2,250 crore. 

Q. Who is the highest run-getter 
in Test Cricket? 

Ans. Allan Border of Australia. 
On February 26, 1993 he overtook 
Sunil Gavaskar's aggregate of 
10,122, during his knock of 88 
against New Zealand at 
Cruistchurch. Border also holds the 
records for the highest number of 137 
catches in Tests and has played a 
record 136 successive Tests. 

Q. What is the name of India's 
main battle tank? 

Ans. Arjun. 

Q. Name the Canadian athlete 
who has been harmed for life recent¬ 
ly after he failed to clear the dope 
test? 


Ans. Ben Johnson. 

Q. What outlay has been 
provided for Defence in the 1993-94 
budget? 

Ans. Rs 19,180 crore. This is up 
from the revised expenditure of Rs 
17,500 crore provided in 1992-93 
budget. 

Q. What amount has been fixed 
for the Central Plan outlay for 1993- 
94? 

Ans. Rs 63,936 crore. The Central 
Plan will be financed to the extent of 
Rs 23,241 crore from the budget sup¬ 
port. The balance will be met from 
internal and extra budgetary resour¬ 
ces. 

Q. What was India's total 
defence debt as on February 28, 
1993? 

Ans. Rs 35,550 crore. Of this, the 
government has to repay about Rs 
17,800 crore in the next 12 years and 
Rs 10,455 crore in 45 years, on soft 
terms to Russia. Rs 7,194 crore has to 
be repaid to the General Currency 
Area countries on commercial 
terms. 


1993>94 Budget 

How the Rupee comes and goes I 

Of every Rupee that accrues to the nation's exchequer, 22 vaise i 
comes from excise, 18 paise each from internal borrowings ana cus¬ 
toms, 14 paise from non-tax revenue, seven paise each from corporation 
tax and non-debt capital receipts, three paise each from borrotoings 
from the RBI and external borrowings, while two paise is contributed 
by other tax. 

Of every Rupee that accrues to the exchequer, 76 per cent comes 
through receipts, while 24 per cent is contributed by borrowings. 

Similatiy of every rupee, that is spent by the government, major 
chunk of 25 patse goes to interest, while 15 paise is accounted by the < 
Central Plan, 14 paise by States shares of taxes and duties, 13 paise by 
defence, 12 paise each by State and Union Tkrritory plan assistance and 
oUter non-plan expenditure, 5 paise by subsidy and 4 paise by non-plan 
assistance to State and Union Territory governments. i 
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DEBATE; DISCUSSION 


Capitation Fee Verdict 


hi a fi_>^iiifiaiiit jiul^cmcul on Hie 
pcrnuioii'i capitation fee sxistem, the 
Supreme Court lio'i held that private 
educational instil utions "have to and are 
entitled to” char^^e a hi}{her fee than 
fioverninent institutions. I'he verdict is 
hein^i variously interpreted. The 
proposition for discussion is: "The 
Supreme Coiiit verdict has upheld the 
capitation fee system." 


MrA A li>ng-awaited, and in 
many ways a landmark, judgement 
was delivered by the Supreme 
Court on February 4, 1993. The 
court ruk\l that private educational 
institutions are entitled U) charge a 
fee higher than that levied by 
government institutions. At the 
same time the court has made it 
clear that fees charged by private in¬ 
stitutions should not be arbitrary 
and have to be subject to a scheme 
evolved by the apex court. Deliver¬ 
ing the judgement tm the issue, a 
five-judge constitution bench 
headed by the Chief Justice, Mr Jus- 
tia’ L.M. Shanna, ruled that citizens 
had a fvuidamental right to educa¬ 
tion under Article 21 of the Constitu¬ 
tion but this right was not absolute. 
The judges made it clear that 
children upto the age of 14 years 
had a right to free education but 
thereafter this right was subject to 
the economic capacity of the State to 
provide such free education. The 
judgement came on a batch of writ 
petitions challenging the Andhra 
Pradesh 1 ligh Court order quashing 
the provisions of a State law permit¬ 
ting managements of private medi¬ 
cal and engineering colleges to 
admit 5() per cent students under 
the management quota on the pay¬ 
ment of capitation fee. The court 
upheld the High Court verdict strik¬ 
ing down Section 3(1) of the Andhra 
Pradesh Educational Institutions' 
(Prohibition of capitation fee and 


regulation of admissions) Act as 
violative of the equality clause of 
the ConMitutit>n. The five-judge 
bench h.id bet*n constituted to 
review an earlier two-judge Ix'iich 
decision in the Mohini Jain case 
wln*re the apex cxmrt had held as 
unconstitutional the capitation fee 
scheme in force in several States in 
the country. In its majority judge¬ 
ment the court held that every 
citizen h.ul the fundamental right to 
establish educational instihitions 
but did not ptxssessany fundamen¬ 
tal right to get it recognised, aided 
or affiliated unh’ss they fulfil the 
cinidilions prescribetl under the 
scheme. It has alst) been stated by 
the judges that no government, 
university or any other authority is 
competent to grant recognition ex¬ 
cept as specific’d under the scheme 
evolved by the apex court. Such in¬ 
stitutions receiving aid from the 
government would be subject to the 
terms and conditions laid down by 
the aid-giving authoritii's. Students 
admitted to private medical and en¬ 
gineering colleges after paying the 
capitation fee for the academic year 
1992-93 would continue in their 
course. 

MrB Sir, it appears that Mr A 
has bypassed the court verdict in 
one t)r two important respects. 
These, I think, modify the opinion 
expresst'd in the main judgement. 
These riders would prevent the 
managements of private colleges 
from charging very high fees and 
would generally discourage private 
enterprise in the arena of profes¬ 
sional studies. The establishment 
and running of professional medical 
colleges, for instance, which had be¬ 
come a very paying proposition for 
greedy, ambitious politicians, will 
no longer be so in the future. In fact. 


the guidelines regarding granting of 
affiliation or recognition to profes¬ 
sional colleges will go a long way in 
checking the growth of sub-stand¬ 
ard private mtHiical colleges, which 
has been a matter of copcem lately. 
Sub-standard medical education 
poses a danger to millions of pec^ple 
whom the supposedly qualified doc¬ 
tors happen to treat. Besides, the 
criteria laid down for admissions 
and charging of tuition fees may no 
longer make these colleges, "a 
profitable commercial venture". 
Moreover, with fewer colleges in ex¬ 
istence, a large numbcT of students 
could find it difficult to seojre ad¬ 
mission, While the apex court has al¬ 
lowed private instihitions to charge 
higher fee for half the seats, it dcKs 
not give the parties concerned a free 
hand to charge whatever fees they 
like. It has also to be noted that 
every State government shall have 
to set up a committee to fix a ceiling 
on the fees chargeable. Besides, it 
would not be easy for managements 
to justify the existing capitation fee 
ranging from Rs 8 lakh to Ks 12 lakh 
when a State spends about Rs .3.4 
lakh for a full term per student in a 
government college, according to a 
dean of a medical college in an im¬ 
portant town. There would be no in¬ 
centive to private parties to open 
medical colleges anywhere since 
they would not be sure of the fees 
they would be able to charge. At 
present they fix very heavy fees ini¬ 
tially and enhance it every year or 
two as they deem fit in an obvious 
bid to make as much money as they 
can on the sly. Very often no ac¬ 
count is tendered to any one. The 
amount thus secured goes into their 
pockets and is ijpt spent on increas¬ 
ing the amenities and equipment of 
the colleges. There is no restriction 
on them in this regard. It has all 
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been a free market and amounted to 
fleecing the public. 

MrC The court verdict, if close¬ 
ly studied, will, I am sure, convince 
everyone that it rect^nises the 
validity of the merit criterion for ad¬ 
mission to professional colleges. 

And when merit and talent begin to 
count in this regard, instead of 
favouritism, money or political pres¬ 
sure, the main incentive for estab¬ 
lishing private professional colleges 
would be gradually eliminated. The 
existing private power in higher 
education would consequently end. 
But while simultaneously allowing 
the charging of higher fees, the apex 
court has brought the professional 
colleges to the level of some public 
schools which charge fees higher 
than those prevalent in government 
.schools. This would stop the unethi¬ 
cal practice of making arbitrary ad¬ 
missions which had virtually 
reduced educational institutions in 
some States, especially in the South, 
to teaching shops. The court has put 
stringent curbs on admissions and 
fees by abolishing the management 
quota and also the quota fixed for 
any family, caste or community. Ad¬ 
missions to recognised private 
professional colleges are to be made 
henceforth on the basis of merit. 

The new, comprehensive scheme 
aims at providing more opportunity 
to meritorious students by reserv¬ 
ing 50 per cent of the seats, called 
"free seats", for them. The rest of 
the seats (described as "payment 
seats") will go to candidates 
prepared to pay a higher fee but 
these arc to be allott^ on the basis 
of detailed criteria of eligibility. All 
other conditions are to be the same. 
The fixation of fee, it needs to be 
noted, will not be arbitrary,but will 
be evolved by the Central Govern¬ 
ment and its autonomous bodies 
like the University Grants Commis¬ 
sion (UGC), the All-India Council 
for Technical Education, the Medi¬ 
cal Council of India and others. As 
the judgement says, the system 


would mean a correspondingly 
greater financial burden on affluent 
students, whereas under the system 
in vogue in Andhra Pradesh and in 
some other areas the financial bur¬ 
den was equally distributed among 
all students. The court judgement 
comes as a big blow to such com¬ 
mercialisation. It is widely wel¬ 
come to the affected public who 
were compelled to pay through 
their nose for their children's 
education. The children's career 
was at stake. 

MrD Sir, an important feature 
of the Supreme Court verdict on the 
capitation fee issue is that it clearly 
recognises the right of children to 
schexjling. The court has ruled that 
citizens have a fundamental right to 
education under Article 21 of the 
Constitution but it has been made 
clear that this right is not absolute. 
The Judges have further clarified 
that all children up to the age of 14 
have a fundamental right to free 
education but thereafter this right is 
subject to the economic capacity of 
the State to provide such free educa¬ 
tion. The trouble is that what most 
government schot»ls are providing 
is only a facade of education. Mtwt 
so-called schools do not have even a 
building, let alone a sufficient num¬ 
ber of teachers, blackboards and 
other necessary amenities. The right 
to schooling for children will be¬ 
come meaningful only when tire 
basic parameters of what con¬ 
stitutes "education" are fixed and 
provided in all cases. One has only 
to visit the interiors of States like 
Himachal Pradesh to know what is 
being fobbed off in the name of 
literacy. Primary education upto 
the age of 14 years is admittedly a 
fundamental right. India has the 
lai^gest number of illiterates in the 
world. More than four decades after 
the enactment of the Constitution— 
whose Directive Principles called 
for universal child education—near¬ 
ly half the population continues to 


remain illiterate, according to the 
1991 census. Such satisfaction as can 
be derived from the male literacy 
having reached 63.86 per cent has to 
be moderated by the acknow¬ 
ledgement of an abysmal 39.42 per 
cent female literacy rate. Even in so- 
called "developed" States like 
Gujarat and Maharashtra, the drop¬ 
out rate among school-going 
children continues to be as high as 
64 per cent overall and nearly 75 
per cent in the case of female 
children. This feature of the 
country's youth being deprived of 
education principally on account of 
poverty and gender prejudice is 
compounded by the fact that nearly 
5.5 crore children have been es¬ 
timated to be "languishing in 
servitude". In these circumstances, 
the Supreme Court judgement 
recognising primary education as a 
fundamental right could nut have 
come a day too soon. The Court has, 
however, clarified that the right to 
education is not absolute and that it 
depends on the "economic capacity 
and development of the State". This 
may give the impression that the 
State need not take immediate af¬ 
firmative action in a big way to 
uphold this right. There are many 
instances of the State's economic 
resources being wasted in several 
arenas. There is much coaspicuous 
expenditure. Pruning of public ex¬ 
penditure can be initiated by the 
Union Finance Ministry at the be¬ 
hest of the IMF; there is no reason 
why the Stale's economic capacity 
cannot be augmented to meet a Fun¬ 
damental Right of the people. At the 
same time, since the Supreme Court 
has also allowed private education 
institutions to charge higher fees to 
meet their needs, it makes it un¬ 
necessary for the Stale to subsidise 
elite institutions; instead, the funds 
thus freed can be utilised to ensure 
that primary education is provided 
to every child. That would be long 
overdue fulfilment of a commen¬ 
dable aim. 
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PfcMSONAUi / UbVtLOPMfeNi 


Strat^ies to Control 
Emotions 


Role of emotion 

MOTION exercises profound in¬ 
fluence on the organisation and 
development of personality. It can 
make or mar personality structure. 
The way you cope with your emiv 
tions determines, in the final 
analysis, the architecture of your per¬ 
sonality and its style of functioning. 

Let us first define certain terms: 

Personality: According to j.A. 
Gasson, personality is "the patterned 
totality of human powers, activities 
and habits, uniquely organised by 
the person in the active pursuit of his 
self-ideal." 

Self ideal: The self-ideal (or the 
ideal self) is the person's conception 
of what he ought to be like, how he 
ought to act; the set of values he holds 
for himself. It pixwides a standard 
against which his behaviour and 
achievements are evaluated. 

The self-ideal provides a fcKUs 
for a man's striving. It is an index of 
his maturity because it reveals his 
scale of values. It also determines his 
development towards maturity. 

Emotion: Emotion is a complex 
state of organism, involving bodily 
changes of a wide-spread character in 
breathing, pulse, gland secretion, etc. 
and, on the mental side, a state of 
excitement or perturbation marked 
by strong feeling and usually an im- 

E ulse towards a definite pattern of 
ehaviour. If the emotion is intense, 
there is some disturbance of intellec¬ 
tual functions, a measure of disssoda- 
tion, and a tendency towards action 
of an upgraded or proto-pathic char¬ 
acter. 

It may be pointed out that there 
are no sharp lines of demarcation be¬ 
tween one emotion and another. 
Moreover, the basic emotions— 
delight, gloom, love, fear, anger— 


often combine in various degrees to 
produce complex emotional patterns 
such as romantic love, religious 
ecstasy, patriotism, awe, hatred and 
contempt. Even pleasant and un¬ 
pleasant emotions are often mixed. 
The man who is promoted to a higher 
job in a different city, for instance, 
may be torn between pride in his 
achievement and regret over leaving 
his friends. 

Categories of emotions 

HERE are four general categories 
of emotions; 

A. Pleasant and unpleasant 
emotions 

Pleasant emotions produce chan¬ 
ges that give us a pleasant feeling, 
such as hope, courage, joy. 


Personality Development is a 
life-long process. The main 
thing to remember is that 
your personality is 
constantly developing, 
because day by day you think 
and act. The way in which it 
develops depends on zohat 
you think and do. 


equanimity, love and aggreeableness. 

Unpleasant emotions produce a 
feeling that is unpleasant, such as 
anger, anxiety, fear, apprehension, 
discouragement, grief, dissatisfac¬ 
tion. 

B. Superficial and fundamental 
emotions 

Superficial emotions are the set we 
have out on the surface from minute 
to minute, such as over-radiant 
pleasantness when somebody gives 
us a lot of choclates. 

Fundamental emotions or deeper 
emotions are the ones that are the 
background of the world we are 
living in—the feeling that persists in¬ 


side us when one son is ^prisoner in 
the enemy's hands, or the general 
tone of apprehension we have when 
a loved one is ill. 

C Positive (good) and negative 
(bad) emotions 

Positive (good) emotions are those 
tending towards good objects like 
love, liking, desire, delight, |oy, hope, 
courage. 

Negative (Imd) emotions are those 
tending towards harmful objects like 
hate, dislike, aversion, fear, defection. 

D. Simple and complex 
emotions 

A simple emotion is aroused when 
an object or situation is appraised 
under a single aspect. Basic emotions 
are all examples of simple emotions. 

A complex emotion is a compound 
of many emotions, all directed 
towards the same object but aroused 
by various and often conflicting 
aspects of the object or situation. 
Jealousy, for instance, includes love, a 
fear of loss, anger at the beloved or 
the third party. 

Effects of emotions 

R John A. Schindler, M.D., says 
that "Good (positive) emotions 
arc your best medicine." They are just 
as beneficial to you as the bad (nega¬ 
tive) emotions are detrimental. His 
recipe for achieving the optimal hor¬ 
mone balance is "to provide your 
body the stimulus of the pleasant and 
cheerful group of emotions." He 
adds that "the medicinal value of the 
good emotions cannot be over-es¬ 
timated." 

He explains that the good emo¬ 
tions have two equally important 
general effects: 

(/) They replace the bad emo¬ 
tions, which produce stressing ef¬ 
fects; and 

(ii) They produce their own 
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pituitary effect which is an optimal 
oalance of endocrine function. It is 
this optimal balance which produces 
the state which we human beings 
have called 'Gee, I feel good!' 

A research study has shown that 
doctors with established tendencies 
towards depression, anger or anxiety 
tended to fall ill at a younger age than 
those of calmer temperament. 

As a rule, emotions help you in 
the pursuit of your goals—negative 
emotions in selecting goals by keep 
ing away from what you dislike or 
distrust, while positive emotions 
supply the attraction to things 
beneficial that result in effort to ac¬ 
tion. 

Continual emotional upsets 
leave a residue that may culminate in 
attitudes of timidity or anxiety. 

Emotions influence rational ap 
praisal and action, the judgement 
you make and attitudes you develop 
include emotional factors. 

Emotion is a vital factor in the 
formation of the self-ideal, the 
blue-print of personality develop¬ 
ment. 

It is pertinent to point out that 
emotions as such either hinder or im¬ 
prove action depending on your pur- 
po.se and your self-ideal. If it is 
important for you to succeed and you 
have the ability to do so, you will be 
filled with courage and overcome 
fear. Failure-anxiety seems to repre¬ 
sent courage, not fear. There is al¬ 
ways possibility of failure, but a 
courageous man goes ahead in spite 
of it. 

Strategies for control of 
emotions 

Maintain psychological equi¬ 
librium: The control of emotion is im¬ 
perative if personality organisation is 
to be achieved. Dr James Henry 
remarks, "Effective coping involves a 
capacity to maintain psychological 
equilibrium without undue or 
prolonged neuro-endocrin«j arousal." 
"And this is enormously dependent 
on a person's self-esteem and social 
assets, the ties that bind him to 
others." 

Develop emotional stasis: Emotion¬ 
al stasis means the ability to meet a 
wide variety of life situations, the bad 


with the good, with emotions like 
equanimity, resignation, courage, 
determination, cheerfulness and 
pleasantness. 

Dr Schindler suggests the follow¬ 
ing aids for developing emotional 
stasis: 

(a) Practise thought control. 
When you catch yourself starting a 
stressing (negative) emotion like 
worry, anxiety, fear, apprehension or 
discouragement, STOP IT. Substitute 
a healthy (positive) emotion like 
equanimity, courage, determination, 
resignation, the joy of doing and 
making, mirth and laughter, love, 
happiness, love of beauty or em¬ 
pathy. 

(b) Carry this idea every minute 
of the day: 1 am going to keen my at¬ 
titude and thinking calm and cluvrful — 
right now. 

(c) When the going is good and 
smooth, allow yourself the delightful 
feeling of being happy. 

(d) When the going gets rough: 

(i) Stay outwardly as cheerful 

and pleasant as you possibly can. 

(it) Avoid running misfortune 
through your mind like a repeating 
phonograph record. Above all, do not 
let yourself got irritated, upset or 
hysterical. Never start pitying your¬ 
self. . 

(ill) Try to turn every defeat into 
a moral victory remembering that the 
best victory is to have kept your 
courage, your equanimity and 
pleasantness. 

(iv) Run these flags up on your 
masthead and keep them flying: 

Equanimity (Let's stay calm). 

Resignation (Let us accept this set¬ 
back gracefully). 

Courage (I can take this and 
more). 

Determination (I'll turn this defeat 
into victory). 

Cheerfulness (Really, I'm holding 
my own, or "Bowed but not 
broken"). 

Pleasantness (I'll still have good 
will toward men). 

Develop emotional 
maturity 

MOTIONAL stasis is the emotion¬ 
al counterpart of being mature. 
The criteria of emotional maturity I 


are: 

(1) Responsible independence. 

(2) Giving rather than a receiving 
attitude. 

(3) Leaving egotism and com¬ 
petitiveness behind. 

(4) Living higher than the level of 
hostile aggressiveness—anger, hate, 
cruelty and beUigerency. 

(5) Ability to distinguish fact 
from fancy—the hall-mark of respon¬ 
sible adulthood. 

(6) Being flexible and adaptable 
to the changes dictated by fate and 
fortune, to be able "to bend unbroken 
before a wind". 

Increase desirability of 
your goal 

EDUCE the intensity of pleasant 
emotions that distract you from a 
chosen goal and overcome negative 
emotions that prevent you from fol¬ 
lowing it effectively. One way of 
reducing the intensity of pleasant 
emotions is to increase the 
desirability of the goal with which 
they com^te. This can be done by 
thinking about the goal, dwelling on 
its value, its undoubted merits and 
further by planning the steps to take 
for reaching it, and rehearsing them 
in imagination. At the same time the 
emotional attraction of things that 
tempt you, can be reduced by doing 
without them, voluntarily for a time, 
even when they do not interfere with 
your goal directly. 

Do not underestimate 
your emotional 
capabilities 

INALLY remember that you 
have just as much of an inherent 
capacity for 'emotional' genius as 
anybody else. It all depends on 
what sort of expectations you have 
for yourself. If you expect to be 
depressed, anxious, afraid, angry, 
worried, etc, then you will make 
those conditions regular part of 
your life. You will justify them with 
expressions such as, "It's only 
natural to be depressed", or "It's 
only human to get angry." But it is 
only neurotic "to botch up your life 
with emotional trauma". Become 
positive, and you can stop expect¬ 
ing these kinds of reactions from 
yourself. 
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I General Knowledge Crossword 



No. 3 


ACROSS 


1. Which film got the Best National Feature Film Award 
forl9<Jl?(10) 

7. Hindu god in computer? (3) 

8. Country of twins? (4) 

9. International movement started by Nehru, Nasser 
and Uto (abbr. only). (1,1,1) 

11. Largest and most populous continent. (4) 

13. Which international agency, established in 1952, was 
the precursor of the EEC? (Abbr. only)—(1,1,1,1) 

14. In Greek mythology, what were nymphs with the 
bodies of birds and heads of women, who lured 
voyagers to death by their sweet songs, known as? (5) 

17. Wnicn international agency, now an affiliate of the 
U.N., was farmed in 1919? (Abbr. only)—(I, 1,1) 

18. Unit of area, equivalent to 100 sq metres. (3) 

19. The mountain range which is the traditional bound¬ 
ary between Europe and Asia. (5) 

21. An explosive devise. (4) 

22. Essential ingredient of food, also a treaty between the 
U.S.A. and erstwhile USSR. (4/1,1,1,1) 

24. Main opposition party in Pakistan. (Abbr. only)—(1, 


25. In chemistry, a substance capable of providing 
hydrogen ions for chemical reaction. (4) 

27. British unit of quantity of water stored in a dam, etc 
(Abbr. only)—(1,1,1) 

28. Kannada litterateur, recipient of Magsaysay Award 
for 1991. (1,1, 8) 


DOWN 


2. Abbreviation for 'bc'fore noon'. (1,1) 

3. India's first Mutual Fund. (Abbr,onIy)—(1,1, I) 

4. A new nation, formed after the break-up of the 
U.S.S.R., with capital at Yerevan. (7) 

5. Capital of Zaire. (8) 

6. Abbreviation of major U.S. motion picture company, 
having roaring lion as symbol. (1,1,1) 

8. Apex sports controlling body of India. (Abbr. only)— 

10. Abbreviation of electric current which changes direc¬ 
tion coastantly. (1,1) 

11. _ _powers—countries that fought against the 

Allies in World War II. (4) 

12. Atoms of a chemical element which have the same 
atomic number but different mass number. (8) 

15. A purgative made from the nwt of Chinese plant. (7) 

16. Wliat is the 40-day fast done by Christians as a 
preparation for Easter known as? (4) 

20. Abbreviation of hallucinogenic drug made from 
ergot. (1,1,1) 

21. This is measured in terms of diastolic and systolic 
pressure. (Abbr. only)—(1,1) 

23. Capital of Peru. (4) 

24. What the Pakistanis refer to as 'Azad Kashmir'. 
(Abbr. only)(l, 1,1) 

26. Abbreviation of the illegal Irish paramilitary force 
which adopts terrorist tactics to oppose British 
presence in Northern Ireland. (1,1,1) 

27. Abbreviation of South Indian State ruled now for 
many years by film personalities. (1,1) 


1. According to U.S. astronomer Percival Lowell, this 
planet hau an irrigation system built by an intelligent 
race. (4) 


(Answers to G.K. Crossword-3 will appear in May '93 
issue) 


I 


ANSWERS of Crossword No. 2 

ACROSS: 1. Magsaysay, 7. Ore, 8. Del, 9. Fig, 11. Lima, 14. SAIL, 16. Id, 18. PLO 19. Data, «0. Bonn, 22. RIL, 
23. SA, 24. Peru, 26. Eire, 29. 1ST, 31. Lai, 32. LSD, 33. Epidermis. 

DOWN: I. Madrid, 2. Gall, 3. Adam, 4. SAF, 5. Yoga, 6. Seal, 10. Isobar, 12. Icarus, 13. APPLE, 15. Ions, 

17. Dame, 21, Naples, 24. Polo, 25. Ride, 27. Isle, 28. Elam, 30. TOI 
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' DERANT JUDGE & PROUD 
I BUREAUCRAT 

■ Your editorial "Defiant 
' Judge and Proud Bureaucrat" 

, (June issue) was interesting 
' ami topical. Former Prime 
Minister Chandra Shekhar 
(who appointed Mr T.N. 
Sheshan as the Chief Election 
Commissioner) admitted in 
the Lok Sabha on May 4 this 
year; “My assessment of the 
individual was not correct." 
Perhaps, after a few days Ote 
present Prime Minister 
Narasimha Rao will say "I 
should not direct the 
Congress M.P.S to abstain 
from voting on the 
Ramaswami impeachment 
motion." If such are the 
assessments made by the 
Prime Ministers of India, 
then, according to my view, 
the country isneading 
towards disaster. 

Prashanti Kumar 
Delhi 

Nobody in the country 
can be above Parliament and 
the Constitution. Parliament 
is empowered to put erring 
and defiant officials of the 
shelf. The need of the hour is 
to revamp the 
administrative structure to 
make a clean sweep of 
corrupt officials. 

M.S. Ansari 

AFStnTKD 

NUCLEAR PERIL 

Nuclear arms are not 
only most dangerous but 
also hazardous to our planet. 
The most devastating 
catastrophe was witnessed 
at Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
in Japan just before the end 
of the second World War. The 
nuclear mishaps at 
Chernobyl, Liverpool and 
some other places were 
responsible for the loss of 
flora and fauna in addition 
to many deaths of human 
beings. Despite the 
knowledge of such 
consequences of nuclear 
disasters, several countries 
are manufacturing weapons 
and participating in a blind 
race to satisfy their ego. 

This trend to manufacture 


and store nuclear arms is 
highly frustrating as it may 
become a cause of 
self-destruction in the near 
future. 

Sushil K. Sharma 

Jodhpur 

ADMINISTRATIVE REFORMS 

Several reforms 
committees have been 
constituted over the years 
but the needful has not yet 
been done. What is the 
reason? It is very simple to 
say that the entire 
administrative system is 
inefficient, ineffective and 
also corrupt. Many measures 
are needed to make the 
administrative set-up 
efficient and effective. 

LAC Chandra S. 

Nagpur 

Is a system of any use if 
it is in the grip of such 
maladies as ine^ciency, 
ineffectiveness, indiscipline 
ana corruption of every 
description? Our 
administrative set-up 
certainly needs to be 
revamped so as to make it 
more and more responsive to 
the demands of society. 
Harassment of the masses at 
the hands of our bureaucrats 
may foment resentment 
which is already 
snowballing due to the 
apathetic attitude and 
perfunctory style of their 
functioning. Commissions 
and committees alone cannot 
streamline our 
administrative structure. 

They can only make 
recommendations. A system 
can never be effective and 
efficient until the people who 
man it pledge to change 
themselves so as to come up 
to the expectations of the 
general public. 

Anil Kumar 

Vaislmli 

WOMEN'S DAY 

Celebration of the 
International Women's Day 
was intended to highlight the 
plight of women in the world 
but in the Indian perspective 
the celebration has in no 


way succeeded in improvir^ 
their lot. In spite of our best 
efforts and use of resources 
on a large scale, the crimes 
against women (rape, 

, molestation, dowry, bride 
burning, etc.) continue. 

Aprl's disabilities start 
from the moment she sees the 
li^tofday. Right up to old 
age she is blatantly 
discriminated agamst in this 
male-dominated society. 

Even in educated and modem 
families the wife is expected 
to be at the beck and call of 
her husband. As a 
consequetwe, the all-round 
development of a woman's 
personality becomes 
impossible. The children of 
such luomen also do nqt 
grow to their full potential. 

So, society as a whole 
suffers. That is why 
Napoleon said, "Give me 
good mothers, I shall give 
you a good nation." 

Binay Kumar Mishra 

Jarnalpur 

Man and woman are the 
txvo wheels of the carriage of 
society. If one wheel is 
strong and the other one is 
weak, the cart can't move 
smoothly. Women are an 
asset to society. 'They have 
already proved their value. , 
The old saying "women only I 
for the home" is absolutely 
wrong. 

Pankaj Majumdar 

Mtdnapore 

PROBLEMS IN PAKISTAN 

The analysis of the 
political problem of 
Pakistan in your magazine 
vividly reflects the 
anti-democratic trends in 
that country. Accustomed to 
dictators and military mlers 
for long, Pakistan does not 
have a good constitution. 
Violations of human rights 
and promotion of terrorism 
are common in that feudal 
country. 

The leaders should give 
the country a new 
constiNtion which may 
uphold the civil law and 
human values and 
strenphens democracy. 
Establishment of such a 
set-up on a permanent basis 
would surely add to India's 
efforts to get rid of the 


scourge of terrorism and 
subversion in Punjab and 
Kashmir and to solve all 
bilateral disputes amicably. 

Pawan Kumar Sharma 
Bain (Samba) 

No doubt, democracy is 
the best form of government 
but the people of the largest 
democracy of the world must 
be fully conscious at the time 
of sowing the seeds for they 
have to reap the harvest. One 
can get a good harvest if the 
seeds sown are of good 
quality. Only then would we 
prosper. 

Deependra Kumar 

Sitamarhi 

THE CM 

What a wonderful 
magazine the “CM." isl Each 
article is a gem. 
Argumentation and General 
Knowledge Crossword 
particularly attracted my 
attention. In the 
Argumentation feature it 
was amazing to read the 
points in favour and at the 
same time against the same 
topic. I hope you will add 
some more topics in this 
feature. 

Anis Ahmed Ansari 

(N) 24 Pargarms 

I have been reading the 
"Competition Master" for 
the last six years. What has 
impressed me much during 
this period are your "Debate, 
Discussion, Personality 
Development, Essay, 

Improve Your Word Power 
and other features." My 
heartiest congratulations to 
the Editor and staff for the 
General Knowledge 
Crossword and Quiz. I think 
the magazine will become 
more popular if there is a 
regular scientific feature in it. 

Ram Briksh Chandra 
Maharajganj 

The "CM" is packed 
with hif^ltf useful material 
presented m a lucid and 
succinct style. Your 
editorials make interesting 
reading. The Mglh-voltage 
write-ups in each issue are 
eminently useful to the 
aspirants oflA.S., P.C.S. and 
other high-level 
competmone. 

A^od Shekhawat 
Gurgaon 
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EDITORIAL 


Double Disgrace 


T wice in the short span of a week, India's image, al¬ 
ready tarnished by the serial Bombay blasts and 
the recurring communal riots, has suffered two major 
blows. Of these, the first—the Human Development 
Report, 1993, largely social and political—is as discon¬ 
certing as the second, which is the severest condemna¬ 
tion of this country to date by Amnesty International for 
gross and indefensible violations of basic human 
rights. 

To those enthusiastic spokesmen of the administra¬ 
tion, including the Prime Minister and the Finance 
Minister, who repeatedly boast of the country's 
economic progress in recent years as a re.sult of the 
much-publicised reforms, the downgrading of India by 
the report to the 134th position in a list of 173 countries 
will cxime as a great disappointment. Ironically, even 
Pakistan is stated to be doing better financially than this 
country. 

According to UN assessments, poverty is getting 
reduced in Asia as a result of cjconomic development 
programmes, but the rate is slower in India. This 
country's rural poor, forming over 40 per cent of the 
total popnilation, are paying a price for the economic 
reforms and other projects but they are not experiencing 
many of the benefits. The much-needed reforms, it is 
stated, are being systematically negated by certain self¬ 
ish people and agencies. The fact is that neither 
liberalisation nor privatisation can impart to the 
poor the strength and moral or material satisfaction 
that they are better off than before. Indeed they are 
not. 

Another UN report has stated that India's economic 
reforms appeared to be moving along the right lines 
(Finance Minister Manmohan Singh has been making 
this assertion day in and day out), but the reforms 
should cushion the adverse impact on the poor people 
"lest there be a major political backlash". (Dn the posi¬ 
tive side, flow of foreign private funds into India has 
started improving, thanks to the liberalisation policy 
and removal of restrictions on import of high technol¬ 
ogy. The dismal assessment is supported by UNCTAD 
according to which the economic outlook for the 
weakest nations (the Least Developed Countries— 

LDCs) does not appear to be promising. India has a 
full-fledged Ministry of Human Resource Development 
but the country is 134th in the list. Is all the investment 


going down the drain? j 

As for the second denunciation of India, who ever ; 

thought that this country would be described as a "a | 
lawless State guilty of extraordinarily great number of 1 
arbitrary killings, widespread arbitrary arrests in some | 
States, giving excessive powers to the security forces to i 
shoot to kill suspected law breakers" and other such ac- | 
tions? The State of emergency declared by Mrs Gandhi 
many years ago had to be lifted, much to the relief of the 
people. But Amnesty International has quoted a Human 
Rights Committee to support its assessment that the 
"special laws" applicable in many parts of India have 
"in effect established a continuing State of emergency, 
without being officially proclaimed as such". 

The section of the Committee report dealing with i 
India was apparently accepted by members hailing from ; 
Egypt, Kenya, Jordan, Mauritius as well as experts from 
France, the UK and Hungary. Surely, all these countries j 
cannot be described as hostile to India. Most Committee j 
members have stressed that there is clear need for India i 
to review its laws, particularly the special anti-ter- j 
rorist legislation, to bring them and the linked j 

practices in line with international standards and com- ! 
mitments. | 

It needs to be noted that the explanations (such as | 
lawlessness and widespread killing of innocent people ; 
by terrorists) offered by Indian spokesmen have not con- ! 
vinced the critics. Besides, no satisfactory reply has been j 
given by India to Amnesty's charge that it knew of no 
cases in North-east India where action had been taken 
against members of the security forces during the last | 
five years. In November, 1992, the Government of India j 
stated that action had been taken against 230 members 
of the security forces in J & K for human rights viola¬ 
tions, but no details were provided. In Punjab no 
punishment was given for such violations by the 
security forces. Consequently, the Amnesty chaige of 
violations of human rights sticks. 

In such a context, the self-righteous postures 
adopted by the Union Government certainly need to be 
modified. The appropriate correctives are urgently 
called for. If this is not done as a matter of the topmost 
priority, this country and its administration will be con¬ 
tinually disgraced and defamed in the international 
arena. 
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International Terrorism 


The tteu> threat facing humanity and 
the ivide world is international terrorism. 
It has lately spread Jar and wide, causing 
deep concern to all lovers of peace, human 
welfare and orderly development. Several 
prominent leaders have made exhorta¬ 
tions from various Capitals for eliminat¬ 
ing the menace by all possible means. 
Terrorist activity is likely to increase this 
year. 

It is also relevant to study the im¬ 
plications of declaring Pakistan a ter¬ 
rorist State—a step lohich the US has 
been actively considering. 

R eports emanating from various 
parts of the contemporary world 
indicate that there are too many 
weapons around—conventional as 
well as the most sophisticated ones— 
and there are fanatical armed groups 
of people determined to kill and 
destroy. They are prompted by 
religious, political, and sometimes 
ideological, motives. Maybe quite a 
few of them merely seek revenge for 
wrongs, real or imaginaiy; they are 
spiteml and would go to any extent 
in order to achieve their aims. 

The fast spreading cult of 
violence, pursued through the bomb 
and the gun, has affected several 
countries, including Britain, the USA 
and Egypt. The latrat victim is India 
where the coordinated, meticulously 
planned explosions at busy centres of 
the country proved that reckless per¬ 
petrators of neinous crimes had easy 
access to sophisticated explosives 
and the best weapons. Considerable 
havoc was done in Bombay on March 
12 this year with the use of the latest 
devices. The Government of India 
has firm evidence of Pakistan's hand 
in the acts of destruction. 

Most nations engaged in terrorist 
activity deny the charge. As the Is¬ 
raeli Deputy Foreign Minister said in 
Delhi on May 18 this year, calling 
their bluff should be the first step fol¬ 
lowed by an economic boycott. For 
instance, if Pakistan is declared a ter¬ 


rorist State it would presumably, lose 
US aid, suffer trade losses and its 
prestige would be further eroded. It 
seems that terrorists of various hues 
have endless financial resources. 
"Operation Bombay", according to 
one estimate, cost 10 crore. Who 
finances national and international 
terrorist groups, individuals? A full- 
scale probe into this question is ur¬ 
gently needed if humanity is to live in 
peace. 

The terrorists apparently have 
refined skills in developing time 
mechanisms and radio-controlled 
bombs besides triggering devices. 
With experts to advise and train them 
they are indeed a force to reckon 
with. 

Most of these gun-wielding 
groups are linked with terrorism in 
the Middle East. Since the interna¬ 
tional terrorists have not been able to 
achieve their aims, they will probably 
continue their depredations. How are 
they to be checked? Experts say the 
only really effective means of 
preventing bomb attacks in public 
places is by developing such counter¬ 
terrorist intelligence and police as 
can identify groups conspiring to 
commit attacks and apprehend 
them. 

Britain—new centre : Highly 
progressive Britain's indigenous IRA 
frequently disrupts life and transport 
but several other groups are also 
operating in the region. Tragically, 
Britain is used by a number of inter¬ 
national extremist organisations in 
some way or other, as a centre for 
information exchange, for contacts 
with support groups and for deals 
with mercenary agencies. If a coup 
attempt is made in Maldives, or arms 
are unloaded on the Sri Lankan coast, 
or a Romanian dissident is bumped 
off or a Russian official's death is 
avenged, probing eyes look to Lon¬ 
don or the other centres from where 
the mischief-mongers manage to 
operate. 


Remote-controlled terrorism is 
now causing concern to the British 
people and the Government. The IRA 
recently launched spectacular cam¬ 
paigns by bombing a high-rise build¬ 
ing and almost hitting the Prime 
Minister's residence with a rocket 
launched from a roadside van. The 
broad daylight mortar attack on 
Whitehall took place when the 
Cabinet was meeting in 10 Downing 
Street. In 1984, the terrorists came 
quite close to blowing up the then 
Prime Minister, Mrs Margaret 
Thatcher, and senior members of her 
Government during the Conserva¬ 
tive Party Conference in Brighton. 
Lord Mountbatten was assassinated 
byl.R.Ain 1979. 

According to a report, several 
fundamentalist terrorist groups from 
Algeria, l^banon, Afghanistan and 
certain other countries met in Dubai 
under the aegis of the ISI last Decem¬ 
ber and again in January this year to 
chalk out plans to destabilise India. 
The Islamic Rapid Action Force, 
based near the Iran-Pakistan border, 
is a 15,000-strong armed guerrilla 
force of fundamentalist dements 
from Egypt, Jordan, Algeria, Iran, 
Pakistan, Sudan and Palestine, ready 
to target countries and governments 
which are accused of discriminating 
against or attacking Muslims. These 
reports "project an alarming scenario 
for India". 

In his inaugural address to the 
89th Inter-Parliamentary Union 
(IPU) in Delhi on April 12 this year. 
President S.D. Sharma drew atten¬ 
tion to the grave threat posed to 
democracy by State-sponsored ter¬ 
rorism against another coimtry and 
sought the identification, condemna¬ 
tion and elimination of such ele¬ 
ments, which he described as the 
"real outlaws of human society". He 
said: "We must re^se that the prob¬ 
lem of international terrorism, par¬ 
ticularly terrorism sponsored mm 
outside by another State, should be 
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deemed a grave threat to the cause of 
democracy per se." 

Terrorism, according to him, 
should not be viewed merely as an 
isolated and localised problem 
without larger ramifications. The 
deaths of innocent people and 
destruction of personal and public 
property wrougnt by such elements 
amount to a loss suliered by all. En¬ 
lightened leaders around the world 
should indeed make a determined 
resolve 'To fight sinister elements 
contriving to destroy all that we 
labour to create". 

Most Dangerous State: U.S. offi¬ 
cials have stat^ that Iran is the most 
dangerous State sponsor of terrorism 
for its backing of bombing and assas¬ 
sinations. These officials have also as¬ 
serted that the most aggressive 
international terrorist. threat comes 
these days from Islamic extremists 
aided in a few cases by Iranian fund¬ 
ing or cells of Arab extremists now 
established throughout the world. 
Iranian-backed terrorist group Hez¬ 
bollah is e)^nding worldwide, even 
into the US and Canada. It bombed 
the Israeli embassy in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, last year. One US counter¬ 
terrorism expert said: "We are link¬ 
ing very hard now at the worldwide 
activities of Hezbollah, its in¬ 
frastructure and the movement of 
people and money in all regions of 
the world." 

The group, sponsored by the 
Iranian Covemment, is working to 
develop agent networks within 
Lebanese communities, including 
those in North America and Canada. 
Iran voiced its support for Sheikh 
Omar Abdel-Rahman, the New jer¬ 
sey-based cleric, who was linked in 
the past to terrorism in Egypt. Two of 
his followers were arrest^ in con¬ 
nection with the February 26 bomb¬ 
ing of the World Trade Centre in New 
York. The Sheikh is stated to have 
called on his followers to strike at the 
Egyptian Government and "Western 
corruption" and endorsed calls for 
Islamic fundamentalists to kill 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak. 

The number of international ter¬ 
rorist attacks against Americans 
worldwide decreased by 40 per cent, 
from 567 attacks in Iwl to 361 in 


1992. Despite the numerical drop, Is¬ 
lamic extremism is "growing 
worldwide" primarily as a surrogate 
for Iran. At least 29 persons were 
killed and more than 2^ wounded in 
the March 17,1992, car bombing out¬ 
side the Israeli emtossy. 

Terrorist attacks are exp<xted to 
increase this year, a U.S. official said, 
nothing that "terrorism is back on the 

[ >ublic scope". The other countrira 
isted by the State Department as 
sponsors of terrorism are Syria, Iraq 
and Libya. Though they have 
decreased their support for terrorist 
groups, they maintain the 
capaoility. 

Third World destinations appear 
to suffer more than developed 
countries from attacks on tourists. 
Kenyan tourism was badly hit last 
year as a result of two game rangers 
accused of the murder of a British 
tourist, julie Ward, in 1988 and by 
reports of other attacks on tourists. 
Egyptian tourism has been much 
more severely affected by terrorist in¬ 
cidents than the industries in the UK 
or the US. 

Global Proliferation: There has 
been a global increase of weawns— 
from L^A to Bosnia, Somalia, the 
Middle East and all the Yim to Af¬ 
ghanistan, and now India. The effect 
of this proliferation has been to erode 
the monopoly of the State on instru¬ 
ments of violence. Given the high 
levels of their lethality, the spread of 
these weapons poses a serious 
challenge to international and na¬ 
tional security in most parts of the 
world. 

The qualitative aspect of this 
proliferation has resulted in weapons 
of ever-increasing lethality. Crude 
bombs, home-made guns and even 
self-loading rifles have given way to 
high quality explosives and automat¬ 
ic assault ^ns, mines, and other 
weapons. The qualitative difference 
between the large-scale transistor 
bombing in Delhi in 1985 and the 
RDX bombing of Bombay is illustra¬ 
tive of this trend. 

By the late 1980s sophisticated 
shotilder-fired surface-to-air missiles 
had been supplied to the Mujahideen 
by the hunaira; and both American 
missiles (the Stinger) and Soviet 
makes (SAM-7) were also provided. 


Similarly, automatic weapons like the 
Kalashiwovs of Soviet and Chinese 
origin, as well as their Pakistan ver¬ 
sion the M-24, were made available in 
tens of thousands. 

Mth the passage of time, espe^ 
cially after the Soviet withdrawal 
from Afghanistan, not only was the 
support to militancy in India in- 
crea^ to the level of a proxy war but 
this was also accompanied by mas-' 
sive supplies of sophisticated 
weaponry. In J & K over 8,(XK) Kalash¬ 
nikov assault rifles (of different 
models), with over a million rounde 
of ammunition, besides hundreds of 
highly lethal machine-guns and near¬ 
ly 300 tons of explosives, have been 
reportedly recovered from the 
militants since the major escalation erf 
conflict in December, 1989. These 
weapons and explosives have come 
from Pakistan which imported them 
from various countries. The acts of 
violence in J & K are thus further 
evidence of international terrorism 
designed to achieve political objec¬ 
tives. The heroin profits are reported¬ 
ly being used by Pakistan agencies to 
finance separatist movements In 
India and also the civil war in Af¬ 
ghanistan. 

India has emphasised the need 
for setting up an effective UN-spon¬ 
sored international legal regime 
against terrorism, to sareguard the 
growing violation of human rights. 
Addressing an Asia Pacific human 
rights conference in Bangkok, the In¬ 
dian delegate Dr L.M. Singhvi said: 
"It is important for the UN to arraim 
the heinous crime of terrorism as the 
most monstrous onslaught on human 
rights." 

"The greatest enemy of human 
life and human rights today is the 
spectre of terrorism, which takes a 
heavy toll of life and liberty and 
causes untold sorrow and misery to 
the common people whose human 
rights are wantonly transgressed by 
violence. It is a crime against 
humanity." Terrorism had assumed j 
the proportions of a serious challenge 
and "A grave impediment to the en¬ 
joyment of human rights". As such, ' 
ways and means should be found to ' 
create an effective international legal : 
regime against terrorism. 
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I'EAlUKe—II 


Naxalites’ Switch to 
Democracy 


Even five years ago few could im¬ 
agine that Naxalites would abandon their 
extremist ideology (which sought to 
: bring about a revolution) and openly 
' profess faith in democratic institutions. 
Arid yet this is precisely what has hap¬ 
pened. The Communist Party of India 
(Marxist-Leninist), the most controver¬ 
sial political movement in independent 
India, has turned a new leaf. 

A few weeks ago, many Naxalite 
leaders, for years living under¬ 
ground, came out into the open and 
declared that they had abandoned 
their old policy and programme 
which called for an armed revolt 
against the Indian State. They had for 
long condemned the State as anti¬ 
people and a tool of capitalism. They 
proudly declared: "The wc)rld has 
entered the era of Chairman Mao's 
thoughts....that all people of coloirial 
and semi-colonial countries like 
India must liberate themselves." The 
Naxalites' strategy was ruthless; 
boycott the bourgeois democratic in¬ 
stitutions, reject peaceful forms of 
struggle and take to annihilation of 
class enemies, the big landlords and 
bureaucrat capitalists whose interest 
the State represented. They persist¬ 
ently indulged in murders, looting 
, and kidnapping rich people, defiance 
of law, incitement of rural people to 
i rise in rebellion and stop paying 
taxes as well as other dues. But they 
remained underground. 

The Naxalites held an M.L.A. 
and a few officials captive for 23 days 
early this year. They compelled the 
Government to capitulate to their 
demands, which included release of 
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three jailed colleagues. Their decision 
to return to open politics has in¬ 
evitably sparked off a new debate. 
What does one make of this decision? 
Is it the failure of their activities or 
success of it that has prompted this 
outfit to change course? 

Since the movement was started 
in 1%9, dissensions and factionalism 
have afflicted it. The various factions 
have generally tried to maintain their 
separate identity. There were as 
many as 100 Marxist-Leninist groups 
carrying on ideological activity in 
one form or another in several parts 
of the country. In the early days 
Naxalite grinips were active in West 
Bengal, Andhra Pradesh and Kerala. 
They continued their campaign for 
about five years with the aim of 
bringing about social justice. But fol¬ 
lowing several adverse develop¬ 
ments and the repression by the 
Government, they had to retreat. At 
times, overcoming their dislike of 
each other, the groups resumed some 
of their lawless activities on a small 
scale. 

There is little doubt that the fond 
dream of the founders of Naxalism, 
including Charu Maziundar, and the 
mission of the extremist group—for¬ 
cible seizure of State power—has 
remained an unfulfilled dream. The 
guerrilla war that began with the 
spring thunder of 1967 at Naxalbari 
has not succeeded in overthrowing 
the bourgeois State. 

Living Reality: It is too good to 
be true that all the Naxalites have 
reformed themselves and will now 
emerge as a new democratic force 


willing to join the national 
mainstream. In Andhra Pradesh, 
Bihar and parts of Madhya Pradesh 
they are still a force to be reckoned 
with. In the Naxalite-dominated 
areas people's power is a living 
reality. The poor people in these areas 
are more aware of their rights and are 
more resistant to oppression than 
their counterparts ekewhere. Some 
State governments have taken 
measures to alleviate the condition of 
the poor; some credit for it must go 
to these underground groups. 

A West Bengal professor who 
conducted extensive research into the 
Naxalite movement, has come to the 
conclusion that the Left Front 
Government in West Bengal imple¬ 
mented land reforms ("Operation 
Barga") on a priority basis because of 
the threat posed by the Naxalites. He 
says the Naxals have largely suc¬ 
ceeded in their underground mis¬ 
sion. "If they were to expand their 
influence, there was a compelling 
need to come out into the open." In 
the earlier years the Naxalites had a 
sense of invincibility. Many of them 
had become violent. The movement 
spread to several years. But after 
some time of frustration and disap¬ 
pointment over the slow progress of 
their movement they recognised that 
India was not China. Here they were 
pitted against a centralised State 
"and not a brood of doddering wai^ 
lords." 

In such circumstances, under¬ 
ground activities demanded heavy 
sacrifices but yielded no correspond¬ 
ing dividends. This might have per- 




suaded the leading Naxai outfit to 
emerge and profitably expend its 
enei^gy through existing democratic 
' institutions. As many as 120 Naxals 
surrendered in Madhya Pradesh in 
May. The Naxalite groups in Punjab 
remained inactive for years, but with 
the notable decline in terrorism they 
are emerging into the open for con¬ 
structive work. The Naxalites in fact 
suffered at the hands of the militants. 

The CPI-ML's front organisation, 
the Indian People's Front (IPF), is a 
very progressive political force but its 
influence is largely limited to Bihar 
and a few pockets of UP. The party^s 
ambition to emerge as the leading 
anti-BJP formation could not be ful- 
ffUed. There is also considerable dis¬ 
illusionment about China, which has 
itself undergone dramatic changes 
since the days of Mao. They seem to 
realise that they over-emphasised the 
thesis of an armed revolution and 
under-estimated the significance of 
democratic institutions. It was wrong 
for them to regard China as a model 
of development. 

On April 17 this year Prime Min¬ 
ister P.V. Narasimha Rao, addressing 
a well-attended meeting of tribals in 
eastern Madhya Pradesh, described 
Naxalism as "a dead philosophy" 
and urged the tribals to ignore the 
Naxalite movement and make the 
maximum out of several develop¬ 
ment works initiated by the Govern¬ 
ment for tribal welfare. He contended 
that the proletarian paradise 
promised by the Naxalites was a hol¬ 
low slogan since an armed struggle is 
never a long-standing solution to any 
social or economic problem. With the 
arrest of the veteran Naxalite leader, 
K. Seetharamaiah, who had launched 
the People's War Group, "the move¬ 
ment was slowly dying", he said. 
Regrettably, the socio-economic lot of 
the tribals had not improved sul»tan- 
tially despite several schemes. These 
areas are rich in minerals and the 
Government has worked out some 
schemes aimed at the economic 
development of this region". The 
Prime Minister claimed that the 


tribals would benefit from the new 
industrial and economic policies 
being devised. The Government now 
spends much more funds for the 
economic development of tribal dis¬ 
tricts. 

Arrest of War Group leaden The 
arrest of Mr Seetharamaiah, founder 
of the People's War Group (PWG), 
was apparently "arranged" in view 
of his failing health and the threats to 
his life from rivals in the party. He 
had discarded the Charu Mazumdar 
line of "annihilation of class enemies 
as the only form of struggle". He laid 
stress on floating mass organisations 
and taking up economic and political 
struggles. Under his leadership, the 
PWG spread across Andhra Pradesh 
and beyond to Orissa, Madhya 
Pradesh and Maharashtra, becoming 
a formidable guerrilla group. 

Last November Mr 
Seetharamaiah, in an interview with 
two journals, reiterated his view that 
the "party should command the 
gun" and not the other way aroimd. 
He was also against the party having 
links with terrorist groups elsewhere, 
like the Maoist Communist Centre in 
Bihar. Since he disapproved of mind¬ 
less violence by the PWG activists, 
Mr Seetharamaiah was accused of 
"indiscipline" and "dictatorship" by 
the rival faction and expelled from 
the party. 

It would be wrong to believe that 
all Naxalite groups have resolved to 
give up violence and turn a new leaf 
so as to become democratic in both 
outlook and action. There are still fac¬ 
tions of Naxalites who indulge in 
depredations at some centres and 


refuse to fall in line. ? 

Some extremist leaders see 
present move as a tactical response to 
recent national and international' 
developments. Proof of the con*; 
tradictory trend comes through Ae . 
spurt in their usual activity and their' 
disinclination to accept as genuine, 
the socio-economic reforms and 
programmes for the development of' 
backward areas introduced by die 
Central and State Governments. 

Govt's New Strategy: In view of 
the continued Naxalite activity in cer* . 
tain areas, the Centre has a^ed the 
governments in Naxalite-infested ; 
States of Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, 
Madhya Pradesh, Orissa and' 
Maharashtra to follow an integrated ' 
regional strategy to deal with the ; 
problem. A strategy is being drafted ' 
jointly by the affected States to imple* ■ 
ment all programmes—development , 
tal, administrative and police—in an 
integrated and coordinated manner. > 
This is aimed at improving the i 
response and sensitivity of the ad- ’ 
ministration to the needs and t 
problems of the disadvantaged sec-.; 
dons of society and to upgrade the i 
capabilities of the police force. The 
Union Home Ministry has also'^ 
decided to tackle the economic and .j 
social problems which have been ex- ^ 
ploited by Naxalites. ■ 

About 37.41 lakh Scheduled | 
Tribes families were assisted in the i 
five affected States during the f 
Seventh Five Year Plan. The Eighdi f 
Plan approach has also taken all these ^ 
factors into account to combat | 
Naxalite violence. The refreshing ap- | 
proach has shown fairly good results. 
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ARTICLE 


. 

Formation of SAPTA 


The outcome of the Seventh Summit 
of the South Asian Association for 
Regional Cooperation (SAARC) 
Countries, held in Dhaka during April 
1993, toas almost on the expected lines. 
Brainchild of late Bangladesh President, 
Mr Zia-ur-Rehman, and formally 
launched in the year 1985 in Dhaka, 
I SAARC can hardly boast of having 
achieved anything substantial. With the 
seven South Asian member countries 
. being among the poorest nations in the 
• world, it was imperative for this group of 
'■ countries to have among themselves 
. some kind of economic cooperation, if 
SAARC was to survwe. As the ir¬ 
relevance of SAARC had became more 
than obvious. South Asian Preferential 
Trade Agreement (SAPTA) tons thus 
high on its agenda for the Summit at 
Dhaka. 

Background 

M ooted at Colombo Summit in 
December 1991, by the then Sri 
Lanka President, Late Mr R. 
Premadasa, the idea to have some 
type of organised economic coopera¬ 
tion among the SAARC countries, 
directed towards mutual economic 
gains, was already attracting the at¬ 
tention of the member countri^. The 
fundamental idea was to gain by the 
comparative advantages enjoy^ by 
. several member nations in the 
production of certain goods, on the 
one hand and to benefit by the low 
! freight component in international 
: trade by trading within the SAARC, 

1 on the other. With only Pakistan 
having reservations about such an ar¬ 
rangement, rest of the member 
countries could rightly see the wis¬ 
dom of the concept. It was, therefore, 
expected that Dhaka Summit would 
; uphold the resolution on SAPTA, 
despite strong opposition by Pakis- 
' tan. 

' SAARC countries represent one 
• of the most densely populated areas 
of the world, with about 20 per cent 
! of world's population living on 3.5 


per cent of the total geographical 
area. Average per<apita income of 
these countries is just US $ 356, which 
is one of the lowest in the world. Over 
440 million people live in abject 
poverty. It is a pity that 1.1 billion 
people in these seven countries con¬ 
tribute only 2 per cent to the world's 
Gross National ftoduce and generate 
only about one per cent of the world's 
gross trade. It is also pertinent to note 
that about 90 per cent of the total 
trade of the SAARC countries 
takes place with non-SAARC 
countries. 

Notwithstanding the above 
economic limitations, several politi¬ 
cal and psychological factors also 
dominate the bi-lateral as well as 
multi-lateral relations between the 
SAARC countries. Strained relations 
between India and Pakistan need no 
elaboration. In addition, issues like 
problem of refugees between Bhutan 
and Nepal, problem of Ganga-water 
sharing between India and 
Bangladesh, tensions due to ter¬ 
rorism between Maldives and Sri 
Lanka, differences between India and 
Sri Lanka regarding the demand of 
Tamils of Indian Origin in Sri Lanka 
for an independent State and 
Maldives' vote against India in the 
OIC, during 1992, on Ka.shmir issue, 
are some of the political problems 
among the South Asian countries 
which continue to be psychological 
irritants. The problem of State-aided 
terrorism is yet another issue. With 
the host of such problems, SAARC 
countries badly needed a plank like 
SAPTA to move ahead towards effec¬ 
tive economic cooperation. 

Earlier Efforts 

FTER the idea of having a 
preferential trade area was 
floated, the matter was discussed in 
detail in the report of Council of Min¬ 
isters of the SAARC countries held in 
Dhaka in December, 1992. The report. 


among other things, emphasised that 
the member States should begin the 
process of "negotiating the exchange 
of trade concessions with a view to 
completing it by December 1993". It 
further urged tne member countries 
to complete all formalities for 
operationalisation of SAPTA, includ¬ 
ing the finalisation of lists of com¬ 
modities for concessions, and sought 
the process of ratification by all con¬ 
cerned before December 1995. 

An expert committee of SAARC 
countries, on economic cooperation, 
notes that the most member countries 
believed that the entire process of for¬ 
mation of SAPTA could be completed 
well before 1995. With his back¬ 
ground the member countries eager¬ 
ly waited to sign the Dhaka 
Declaration for taking an epoch- 
making decision towards expand¬ 
ing trade among themselves after 
an eight year era of repeated 
platitudes for increased regional 
cooperation. 

Declaration 

HE era of South Asian Coopera¬ 
tion entered a new phase in 
Dhaka in April 1993 when the 
SAARC countries decided to pull 
down the trade barriers in the region. 
The two-day Summit endorsed the 
SAPTA for the liberalisation of trade 
among the seven member countries. 
The 63-point declaration renewed the 
Association's determination to 
strengthen and enrich the forum and 
reiterated its commitments to its 
principles and olfiectives, even 
despite inherent differences among 
the member countries. In addition to 
SAPTA, the Dhaka Declaration also 
endois^ an Integrated Progranune 
of Action (IPA) on eradication of 
poverty in the region. In addition to a 
decision to form a South Asian 
Development Fund (SADF), the 
Summit also identified certain other 
areas of cooperation like services, 
manufacturing, trade, environment. 
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demography, shelter, woman and 
child development, welfare of dis¬ 
abled, exchange of youth program¬ 
mes and firm actions against 
terrorism and drug traMckit^. With 
the decision to hold the next Siunmit 
in India, during 1994, the Declaration 
also touched upon major political 
and economic developments in the 
world. 

Earlier, on efforts to forge a 
preferential trade agreement through 
the report of Council of Ministers of 
the SAARC nations, as well as 
through the endeavours of Expert 
Committee on economic cooperation, 
hopes were raised for fruitful 
achievements in this direction. Dis¬ 
appointingly, the final declaration 
turned out to be damp-squib so far as 
SAPTA was concern^. The failure of 
the SAARC countries to finally adopt 
a definite time frame to achieve the 
goal has given rise to the suspicion 
that the internal bickerings among 
the member countries have prevailed 
over the objectives of muiual well 
being. Only substantial achievement 
in tto direction was the clear men¬ 
tion of 10 per cent preferenj^l tariff 
on the merchandise being imported 
from a member nation by another 
member country, thereby making 
such goods cheaper and more com¬ 
petitive by 10 per cent than the goods 
imported by SAARC coimtries from 
non-SAARC countries. 

Pakistan's Reluctance 

F ailure of the SAARC countries 
to come out with a definite time 
frame for the adoption of SAPTA is 
attributed to the tough stance taken 
by Pakistan on this issue. Under such 
an uncertainty even if the member 
countries finalise the list of com¬ 
modities on which the concessions 
are to be extended by the end of 1993, 
SAPTA's ratification by all SAARC 
countries within next two years will 
continue to hang in balance. Afterall, 
SAARC countries have the dubious 
distinction of not adopting the Sum¬ 
mit Declarations in toto. 

Soon after the idea of SAPTA was 
conceived, Pakistan opposed it on the 
plea of litely Indian domination in 
the preferential area. Obviously, nar¬ 
row political interests dominated the 
decision of Pakistan, even at the cost 


of likely economic gains. As a result, 
Pakistan complies^ the formation 
of SAPTA by refusing to grant the 
status of Most Favoured Nation 
(MFN) to India. At a point of time, 
when formation of trade blocks is in 
vogue all over the world, SAARC 
countries are squabbling over petty 
issues and are den)dng closer and 
mutually beneftcial economic rela¬ 
tions for themselves. 

During the previous official level 
discussions, the representatives of 
Pakistan had made it clear that they 
wanted to exclude its dealings with 
India from the scope of SAPTA. With 
this selfish aim, Pakistan sought to 
extend the purview of Article 11 of 
the draft agreement. The provisions 
of Article 11 seek to safeguard the 
trade preferences already granted by 
any member country to another 
member nation outside the SAPTA 
framework. Even the preferences ex¬ 
tended to non-member countries are 
sought to be safeguarded. But 
Pakistan's manoeuvres to use the 
provisions of Article 11 to achieve 
its selfish ends of not granting the 
MFN status to India has, in turn, 
resulted in sabotaging the SAPTA 
as a whole. 

Other Constraints 

I T will be wrong to believe that a 
hesitant Pakistan is the only 
obstacle in the way of smooth forma¬ 
tion of SAPTA. Insignificant volume 
of world trade, handled by the seven 
member countries, coupira with the 
fact that over 90 per cent of the total 
trade of SAARC countries takes place 
outside South Asia are other limiting 
factors. Other economic factors like 
restrictive trade practices, higher cost 
of production, poor technology, lack 
of standards, inadequate transport 
network, non-availability of quality 
exportable surplus, etc may also 
render SAPTA economically ir¬ 
relevant and politically insig¬ 
nificant. 

More than the economic factors, 
political and psychological factors 
are likely to oe bigger stumbling 
blocks. Political differences, like 
claims on each other's territories, al¬ 
leged State-aided terrorism, political 
instability in several member 
countries, etc. are some of the com¬ 


mon political problems. On top of it,. 
unfounded fears about India's huge', 
size may prove to be a strong , 
psychological obstruction in ratifica-' 
tionofSAITA. ■> 

Amidst the atmosphere of 
mutual mistrust between the menflh' 
ber countries, it appears that the for*. 
mation of SAPTA is nothing more 
than a new effort to cover up the - 
failure of SAARC countries. 


Conclusion 

T he formation of SAPTA was ap-, 
preciated and welcomed by w 
South Asian countries. At a junc^re, 
when new vistas of regional coopera* 
tion have been thrown open by the 
end of cold war, formation of a 
preferential trade area in South Asia 
should assume added significance. 
Mr Narasimha Rao, the Prime Mini* 
ster of India, stress^ that it was es¬ 
sential that SAARC should evolve 
"meaningful approaches to deal with 
the worldwide trends in the regional 
cooperation, economic groupings 
and trading blocks as witnes^ m 
Western Europe, North and Soufil 
America, ASEAN and the Asia 
Pacific Region". 


Unification of Europe, US- 
Canada Free Trade Agreement and. 
formation of North American Free 
Trade Agreement are some of the ex- '* 
amples of global trend towards trad* V 
ing alliances. With South-East Asian 
countries also moving close to an 
economic alliance the missed oppor¬ 
tunity, by SAARC countries at 
Dhaka, to conclusively forge ahead 
with SAPTA, may cost dearly to the 
member covmtries. Under the fluid 
political conditions, facing several 
South Asian countries, the proposed 
ratification in the coming two years 
may run into rough weather and well 
ultimately serve the partisan interests 
of Pakistan. In absence of SAPTA, the 
negotiating capabilities of SAARC 
countries may, as usual, remain poor, 
adversely affecting the growth 
perspectives of member countries in 
near future. Hence the lack of will on . 
part of member nations, to translate 
the alluring declaration into hard 
reality, may turn the birth of SAPTA 
into a still-birth. 
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ESW 


Illiteracy—Bottleneck 
to Developnient 


I » yrORE than economic develop- 
IVlment, planners and policy 
makers have always emphasised the 
need to eradicate illiteracy among the 
f masses, before other priorities are set 
‘ for national reconstruction or human 
resource rejuvenation. There is no 
gainsaying the fact that the best in¬ 
vestment that promises gains, now 
and hereafter, should be for the bet¬ 
terment and improvement of human 
faculties. If illiteracy stifles and stag¬ 
nates human resource development, 
the light of knowledge erases and 
pierces through the layers of that 
stagnation. It has been seen that the 
fruits of development—industrial, 
scientific, educational, etc. have 
foiled to percolate through the dark 
’ tunnels of illiteracy. With people still 
reeling under the burden of illiteracy, 
there is no point in talking through 
their heads the feats of technological 
■ achievements. Illiteracy among 
people is the first and foremost bot¬ 
tleneck that needs to be removed in 
. the first instance if we really mean to 
bring about the 'rule of law” and 'dig¬ 
nity of human life'. 

When we talk of development, 
our ideal should be improvement in 
I the physical and mental levels of the 
people. With illiteracy stalking and 
staling in the face, new ideas fail to 
1 cut any ice and new approaches, 
Vf however lofty and laudable, stumble 
j to make any impact on the thinking 
behaviour of the people. Like dumb- 
I driven cattle, the illiterate treat life as 
{ something belonging to the ring- 
I master in a circus. It is only when the 
I barriers between light (education) 
and darkness (illiteracy) start dis- 
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mantling that they see the horizons of 
their existence getting lit bit by bit. 
And once the pall of ignorance is 
removed from their eyes, they begin 
to appreciate and appropriate the 
meaning of life, both inside and out¬ 
side them. With literacy gradually 
taking over the ground the vistas of 
human development start opening 
and enlarging, with the result that the 
dormant talents come out of their 
shells and become equal partners in 
the great national task of building up 
a new society. The spirit of competi¬ 
tion takes precedence over com¬ 
placency. 

China has broken the back-bone 
of the evil genie called illiteracy. As a 
consequence of this break-through. 
China is well on the way to becoming 
the torch-bearer of development and 
an example worth-emulating. 
Much the same can be said about 
other small countries of South-East 
Asia 

During the last few years, realisa¬ 
tion has dawned on 'powers that be' 
in India too that without the magic 
wand of education, the road to 
development shall remain beset with 
one bottleneck or the other. Hence the 
'modified national education policy', 
as presented in Parliament, 
proposes to launch a national mis¬ 
sion to achieve total literacy by the 
turn of the century. It also en¬ 
visages to actively motivate and 
inform youth and adults about 
family planning and responsible 
parenthood. 

Since independence, India's sad 
story has been its mass illiteracy, 
grinding poverty and exploding 
population. The tortuous triangle of 


illiteracy, poverty and population has 
played havoc with India's develop 
ment. It is only recently that things 
have started looking up at places 
where the message of 'total literacy' 
has gone home to the people. The 
graph of population, in these places, 
has stabilised, developmental ac¬ 
tivities accelerated and standards of 
living improved. There are also dis¬ 
tinct signs of improvement in the 
socio-economic .climate as also a 
definite decline in their crime rate. 

If the West has achieved 
monumental successes in all fields of 
human endeavour and thus brought 
about an era of human welfare for its 
peoples, the credit for their stupen¬ 
dous strides goes to education or the 
elimination of illiteracy at all levels of 
their social set-ups. If there are any 
lessons to be learnt from the 
developed West and fast developing 
South-East Asia, they are the control 
of population and the spread of 
literacy, because both the spectres are 
the real villains working against all 
development—human as well as 
material. 

For human resource develop 
ment, rural as well urban, education 
for all will have to be given topmost 
priority, because no improvement is 
ever in tune with the ghost of il¬ 
literacy. Rather illiteracy makes its 
victims drag their feet like cripples 
when others, enlightened by educa¬ 
tion, run past them and reach their 
goal. In the ever echoing words of 
Abraham Lincoln: "Upon the subject 
of education, I can only say that I 
view it as the most important subject 
which we, as a people, can be 
engaged in." 



Dramatic Reversal in Pakistan 

Sharif Returns to Power; Ishaq Humbled 


Through a hiaiorie l(h-l verdict 
given on May 26 the Pakiatan Supreme 
Court restart the Hamz Sfurif giwem- 
ment and the National Axembly whidt 
had been di^lved on April 18. Follow¬ 
ing the judgement, Mr Nawaz Sharif 
resumed his powers and reamsibilities 
as Prime Minister. The National As¬ 
sembly also started functioning after a 
five-week gap during which Panaton 
passed thresh an agonising veriod of 
suspense. The court striwk down the 
President's order and held it unconstitu¬ 
tional. The order, the court said, was not 
within the ambit of the powers conferred 
on him under Article 58 (2) of the Con¬ 
stitution. The President had "acted in 
haste and in a fit of anger" according to 
the Chief Justice. 

Dismal Background 

FORTUNATELY for 
the country, Presi- 
^ dent Ishaq Khan ac* 

r V cepted the court 

I verdict. A spokes- 
_nwn said the Presi¬ 
dent had always 
tried, to the best of his ability and 
belief, to act in accordance with the 
Constitution and the law which were 
"an article of faith with him". Mr 
Ishaq Khan assured that he would 
continue to do so "as a constitutional 
obligation, a religious duty and in the 
best interests of the count^, the good 
of the nation and the future of 
democracy". The court decision was 
indeed A blow for democracy. The 
powerful Pakistan army also ac¬ 
cepted the verdict and did not inter¬ 
fere. An offidal army statement said: 
"Only we will reaped the decision of 
the courts." 

There was a widespread demand 
for resi^tion of the President since 
he had been aharoiy rebuffed lay the 
Supreme Court w his action. U the 


President had tried to defy or circum¬ 
vent dte court's verdict, or had tried 
by some manoeuvre to prevent im¬ 
plementation of the vercUct and halt 
the reinstatement of Mr Nawaz 
Sharif as Prime Minista*, there might 
have been an upheaval in the 
country. The people might have, in 
utter resentment resorted to violence 
and large-scale disttubanoes. 

In fact in (hat eventuality there 
might have been a civil war in Pakis¬ 
tan. The court's ruling indirectly 
questions the legitimacy of the con¬ 
troversial Eighth Amendment of the 
Constitution which empowers the 
President to dismiss the Prime Mini¬ 
ster and dissolve the National As¬ 
sembly. Mr Sharif and many others 
woula like this Amendment to be 
cancelled. 

It was with fully justifiable pride 
that Mr Sharif returned to office. He 
triumphed in full measure. His stand 
has bren vindicated, as he expected. 
He commended the role of the army 
which remained completely neutral 
throughout the political episode. 

The judgement of the court res¬ 
toring a dist^raed government and a 
dissolved National Assembly is 
without a precedent in Pakist^'s his- 
toiy. It is also the first time that a 
court verdict has gone so blatantly 
against the EstabUsnment. 

The verdict is a big blow to both 
President Ishaq Khan and Ms Benazir 
Bhutto who had collaborated with 
the President in the ouster of Mr 
Shailf. She had to bite the dust. The 
Caretaker Prime Minister, Mr Mazaii, 
and his Cabinet coUeagues automat¬ 
ically went out of office} they stand 
humbled and humiliated. During 
their short tenure of office cynical 
and unprincipled politics was in full 
phiy in and around Islamabad. An 
element of uncertainty still sur¬ 


rounds ffie capital. What the futotie 
holds for the country's weak and vuh^ 
nerable democracy time alone edU 
show. 

Mr Nawaz Sharif won a resound¬ 
ing vote of confidence in the National 
A^mbly on May 27, winning 120 
votes in the 217-member boefy, with 
the opposition (notably Ms Benaair 
Bhutto's PPP) abstaining. She 
threatened to ciuit the National As¬ 
sembly. She insists on fiesh Sections, 

Mr Sharif's lawyer welcomed the 
court decision thus: "This is the 
greatest verdict in the judicial hfetoiy 
of Pakistan to whlck even future 
generations will be Indebted." 

The judiciary has Indeed asserted 
itself and emei^ as the supreme 
organ, overriding the executive as 
ww as the legislature. 

Before the court verdict was 
delivered, there were three 
prominent figures in Pakistan's 
political battle-field—President 
Ghulam Ishaq Khan, witnessing tha 
game plan of the politicians ancl 
working behind the scenes to remain 
in power; Ms Benazir Bhutto, the PPP 
leader, who had apparently reached 
an understanding vsnth the President; 
and Mr Nawaz Sharif, the dismissed 
Prime Minister. Each erf them wait all 
out to mobilise his or her suppenters, 
win elections fixed by tiie P^dent 
for July 14, directly or through their 
proxies, and seize the reins of 
government. 

The horse trading for power fur¬ 
ther discredited Paldstan’s political 
system as the fiagile democracy feels 
its way warily tniough difficult con¬ 
ditions, downright feudalism and 
religious fanatidsm. There has al¬ 
ways been tiie familiar heritage of in- 
tri^e and dictatorship. The military, 
which ruled Pakistan dlrectfy for 25 
years of its 46-year history, sW has a 
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significant backstage role. 

Actually, history was repeating 
itself. It all happened for the third 
time in the last five years, not to men¬ 
tion the numerous occasions during 
the 40-year period following 1947. It 
was in 1987 that the late General 21ia- 
ul-Haq used, for the first time, the 
controversial Eighth Amendment 
which was incorporated into the con¬ 
stitution in 1985. He had dismissed 
the Junejo Government on charges 
of mismanagement and inefficien¬ 
cy. 

In a bid to win over more support 
from among the opponents and 
strengthen his position during the 
transitional period, Mr Baikh Sher 
Mazari, the Acting Prime Minister 
(obviously at the instance of the 
President) expanded his Cabinet to 
61—the largest in Pakistan's political 
history. The broad-based set-up, 
described as "a government of na¬ 
tional consensus", was a multi-party 
coalition of heterogeneous elements 
mostly opposed to Mr Nawaz Sharif. 
There were several supporters of Ms 
Benazir Bhutto in the Caretaker Min¬ 
istry. 

Rapid Changes 

THE latest develop¬ 
ments have again un¬ 
derlined the fragile 
nature of the political 
structure of Pakistan. 
The Mazari Cabinet 
was in office for only 
five weeks. Earlier, the average lif^ 
span of a non-military government in 
Pakistan worked out to slightly more 
than two years. In the first decade 
after coming into being, Pakistan wit¬ 
nessed a veritable procession of 
Prime Ministers. Between 1947 and 
1958 the country had as many as 
eight Prime Ministers and five 
Govemors-General before Gen Ayub 
Khan moved in with the army. 

Mr M.A. Jinnah, founder of 
Pakistan, died within a year of his 
achievement, and the next Governor- 
General Khwaja Nazimuddin was 
eased out of office in 1951. Mr Liaqat 
Ali Khan had the dubious distinction 


of working under the first two Gover- 
nors-General before he was assas¬ 
sinated in 1^1. That was when the 
political rot set in. Mr Ghulam 
Mohammad, who succeeded Khwaja 
Nazimuddin, had to perform the 
strange duty of swearing in as Prime 
Minister the man whom he had 
replaced as Govemor<jeneral. How¬ 
ever, Nazimuddin could not cany 
with him the two wings of Pakistan 
and in 'l953 was replaced by 
Mohammad Ali Bogra. But Bogra 
was himself a man without much 
political clout and was made to quit 
in 1955. 

The period between 1955 and 
1958 saw Iskandar Mirza as Gover¬ 
nor-General. The man to succeed 
Bogra was Mohammad Ali who did 
not last even a year as Prime Minister. 
His successor S. Suhrawardy was 
shown the door in 1957. But there 
was a worse political future for I.I. 
Chundrigar who was sworn in Prime 
Minister in October, 1957, and was 
out of office in December the same 
year. Finally in October, 1958 the 
army moved in, removing Iskandar 
Mirza from the post of Governor- 
General and his Prime Minister, 
Feroze Khan Noon, loo was kick¬ 
ed out after less than a year in 
office. 

Gen Ayub Khan, who later 
promoted himself to the rank of 
Field-Marshal, brought in a new 
Constitution which gave him ab¬ 
solute power. He ruled over Pakistan 
for the next 11 years. His successor, 
Gen Yahya Khan, proved incom¬ 
petent and was forced to abdicate in 
fovour of Z.A. Bhutto after the break¬ 
up of Pakistan in 1971. In 1975 
General Zia threw out Bhutto. Presi¬ 
dent Ghulam Ishaq Khan sacked two 
Prime Ministers—Benazir Bhutto 
and Nawaz Sharif. 

Powerful President: Mr Ghulam 
Ishaq Khan emerged as the strongest 
man in Pakistan's peculiar powers 
sharing troika structure. In dismiss¬ 
ing the government led by Mr Nawaz 
Sharif he took a big risk. He used his 
constitutional power to dissolve 
the elected parliament for the 
second time in his tenure of office, 
which is due to expire in Decem¬ 



ber. He is seeking another term of 
office. 

The political structure was 
devised by 2Sa-ul-Haq to perpetuate 
the rule he imposed t^ugh martial 
law in 1977. Zia's sudden death in a 
plane crash in 1988 led to Mr bhaa 
Khan becoming President ana 
benefiting from the system which 
aims to provide power sharing be¬ 
tween the Prime Minister and the in¬ 
directly elected Presidoit. The third 
member of the troika is the Chief of 
Army Staff, who informally exerts 
authority in governing the country. 

Mr Ishaq Khan represented the 
powerful "establishment". In Pakis¬ 
tan politics this means the senior dvil 
service (the bureaucracy) and the top 
brass of the armed forces, which have 
ruled the country longer than 
civilians. He is clever and has consid¬ 
erable experience of administration. 
Besides, he is„a man of virtually 
unimpeachable integrity in a land 
where corruption in such posts is 
common and where many corrupt 
practices are now not even con¬ 
sidered corruption. 

The only time he was even ac¬ 
cused of being involved was when 
his son-in-law, Irafan Ullah M^wat, 
was adviser to the then Chief Mini¬ 
ster of Sindh province. Jam Sadiq Ali. 
Duiii^ the 1990 elections the ^ate 
machinery was used to commit 
atrocities against the Chief Minister's 
political opponents. Marwat was al¬ 
leged to have been involved in car 
limng and providing protection to 
bandits in the then lawless Sindh. 
After Zia imposed martial law in 
1977, he made Mr Khan Secretaiy- 
General-in-Chief with the status of a 
Federal Minister. Later, he became 
Adviser for Planning and Develop¬ 
ment and Minister for Finance as ww 
as Economic Affoirs. Pakistan faced 
its worst economic crisis while he 
was in charge. He exercised full 
autonomy because Zia could not 
comprehend economic matters. This, 
despite the fact that Pakistan was a 
top irapient of Whstem aid, mainly 
from the USA, b^use of its support 
for the Afghan war against the Soviet 
Union. 
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In 1985, when Zk decided to give 
his martial law a dvUian hice, dec- 
tit^ were hdd on a non-party basis. 
Mr Khan was elected imopposed to 
the Senate, thanks to the martial law 
authorities. He was elected Chair¬ 
man of the Senate and re-dected for a 
second term in 1988. It was in this 
capacity that he automatically took 
ov^ as Acting President when Zia 
died. Zia had dissolved the Assembly 
under the same constitutional 
provisions that Mr Khan has used 
twice. On taking over he held elec¬ 
tions on the promised date and got 
himself elect^ President in Decem¬ 
ber, 1988. 

He was not cooperative with 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto, who 
had won the dections, and tension 
developed right from the start. He 
supported the then Chief Minister of 
Pimjab, Nawaz Sharif, the main o^ 
position leader. After 20 months he 
dismissed Ms Bhutto on charges of 
corruption and held fresh elections 
which led to the formation of a right 
wing regime. He and Mr Sharif were 
close but soon the latter start;^ feel¬ 
ing the interference of the President 
who relied on his constitutional 
powers. The peak came when Mr 
Khan rejected Sharif's nomination of 
the new Chief of Army Staff and ap¬ 
pointed a person of ids own liking. 
From then on it was open war, wim 
the Prime Minister vowing to get rid 
of the Eighth Amendment in the Con¬ 
stitution which gives the President 
his vast powers. Mr Khan proved 
stronger. To save his Government, 
Nawaz Sharif had to face the 
humiliation of not only nominating 
him as his party's candidate for re- 
election but also publicly giving up 
his stand on the Eighth Amend¬ 
ment. 

APakistani veteran described the 
confrontation between Mr Nawaz 
Sharif and the President as "a split in 
the establishment". The 500-member 
establishment, of which Mr GhuUun 
Ishaq Khan is the ds jure head, is the 
repositoiy of real power in Pakistan. 
In the elections of. 1990 die estab¬ 
lishment won a. decisive praular 
mandate for the first time. The Is¬ 
lamic Democratic Alliance's resound¬ 


ing victcny over die PPP was called a 
"watersh^" and likened to the vote 
pf 1970 which broi^ht the newly 
fonned PPP to power. 

Benazir Bhutto's Gamble 

COMPULSION of 

/ V circumstances and 

identical interests, 
. even though for 
meeting a new 

_situation, make 

strange bed-follows. 
In December, 1991, President Ishaq 
Khan was regarded as the PPFs 
enemy no 1. At a session of the Na¬ 
tional Assembly, slogans were raised 
by Ms Bhutto's followers against Mr 
Ishaq Khan. In August, 1990, Mr 
Ishaq Khan had dissolved the Na¬ 
tional Assembly and the four Provin¬ 
cial Assemblies. He charged 
Benazir's Government with being 
corrupt, inefficient and worse. His 
dislike of the PPP was an open secret. 
Events turned full circle. He and 
Benazir Bhutto became allies against 
Mr Nawaz Sharif. Their interests 
seemed to coincide. 

Formation of the bipartisan 
caretaker ministry by President Ishaq 
Khan indicated that the President 
had taken care of the sensibilities of 
Ms Bhutto who had campaigned 
vigorously for fresh elections. She 
had dubbi^ the 1990 poll as rigged 
under the auspices of a "government 
of national consensus" or "national 
government". It is also significant 
toat within 24 hours of Mr Sharif's 
ouster, all accoutitability cases 
against Ms Bhutto were witodrawn. 
It appears that some sort of a deal 
was struck between the President 
and the PPP leader. 

It is evident that after nearly 
three years in the wilderness (she was 
dismissed as Prime Minister in 1990 
after 20 months in office) she was 
making another bid for power. In the 
aftermath of the President's call for 
elections Ms Bhutto was apparently 
dictating terms, jockeying for ad¬ 
vantage and placing her supporters 
in ^votal roles. 

Althou^ she was accused of cor¬ 
ruption and misman^ement, the im- 


derlying reasons for her dismisatd 
were her political clashes widi the ' 
President and Army Generals. It is « 
striking tum-around for Ms Bhutto /; 
who had accused Mr Ishaq Khan qi / 
committing a "constitutional coupf,;;v; 
when he dismissed her, but si|^ i 
ported his ouster of Mr Sharif's 30 < 
month-old government In a country ; 
where opinion polls are rare and itor. 
reliable, Ms Bhutto (39) waa-' 
described by many as probably the V 
most popular politician, despite a, 
term in office flawed by indeasioii,. ^ 
lack of direction and retosal to com- ' 
promise with opponents. 

Mr Sharif has strong support in 
Punjab (which is Pakistan's ridieid,. 
province and has 60 per cent erf 
country's population) and among , 
businessmen in other key areas. Bid, 
Sindh is Ms Bhutto's domain. She 
threatened to pull her party out of dte 
transition government unless the 
President implemented the deal She. 
said on May 2 that she and Presidenf 
Ghulam Ishaq Khan "can work 
together" for strengthening 
democracy in the country. "1 think 
that at times one has to take decisions 
in the greater interest of the country 
and I am sincerely working for a nsr 
tional consensus on certain issues." 

Benazir's dilemma: Ms Bhutto is 
facing a dilemma. Her decision to 
strikes deal with the President on die 
strength of which he dismissed the 
Nawaz Sharif Government and the 
National Assembly, in which it had a 
majority, landed her in difficulty. Her 
critics include members of her own 
party and also of other parties which 
have supported her on several issues. 
These parties are organised in two 
separate aHiances known as the PDA 
(Pakistan Democratic Alliance) and 
the NDA (National Democratic Al¬ 
liance). 

There is also another weak al¬ 
liance called the IJM (Islamic Jam- 
houri Mahaz or Islamic Democratic 
Front). This comprises religious par¬ 
ties and had supported the President 
against Mr Sharif. But all these allian¬ 
ces were demanding dissolution of 
the provincial Assemblies and 
withdrawal of the PPP from the. 
Caretaker Cfovemment. 
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Senator Yahya Bakhtiyar, a 
i former Attomey^-General/ who 
. fou^t the late Mr Z.A. Bhutto's legal 
> banks, resigned from the PPP 
: took up the anti-Presldent campaign 
^ in ttie Supreme Court on behalf of 
Nawaz ^rif. 

The first discordant note by the 
; Caretaker ministers was the stand 
. that it might not be possible for the 
, Government to organise a really fiee 
election within the stipulated con- 
stitutiotuil period of 90 days. The 
second major controversial statement 
was made by the interim Prime Min* 
. Ister who was later supported by a 
Minister who was close to the 
presidency. Finally, the President 
mnself said on Apm 26 that he saw 
ho reason why me provincial As¬ 
semblies should be dusolved when 
they have been functioning accord¬ 
ing to the Constitution. 

There was a notable change in 
Punjab fbUowing subtle moves by the 
President's aides. Chief Minister 
Ghulam Haidar Yfyne was voted out 
; ofofiice. A majority of 154 in a house 
; of220 turned against him. Anew par- 
I. liamcntarv party (Muslim Lea^e) 

' replaced me IJI as the ruling par^ in 
Punjab. The rumour was that the 
^ President had told Mr Wattoo and 
■ other legislators that if they over- 
. threw the Wyne Government, he 
would not dismiss the Punjab 
’ provincial Assembly. In the same 
week, the Chief Minister of Sindh 
said that he would not let the Sindh 
Assembly be dissolved. 

Issue of Assembly 
dissolutions 

. WHILE the Nation- 

■r' t. al Assembly was 

Ka ^ .7* dissolved on April 

17 when the Sharif 
J£: ’ I Government was 

t-sacked, the fate of 

the four Provincial 
Assemblies—those of Punjab, Sindh, 
NWFP and Baluchistan—^remained 
uncertain. Ms Bhutto and other op¬ 
position leaders, insisted that the A^ 
semblies must be dissolved, 
otherwise fair and free elections 
would not be possible. President 


Ishaq Khan was however holding his 
hand. Since dissolution of these As¬ 
semblies was promised by the Presi-* 
dent when the Sharif regime was 
dismissed, the credibility of the 
Caretaker regime was at stake. Ms 
Bhutto disdraed that the support of 
her party (PPP) to the President was 
assu^ on the condition diat the As¬ 
semblies would be dissolved. 

The political situation differs 
from province to province. In Sindh 
the Mohajir Qaumi Movement 
(MQM) and the Pir Pagara group 
have refused to cooperate with PDA 
to undermine the position of the 
Chief Minister, Mr Muzaffar Htissain 
Shah. The Haqiqi faction of the MQM 
which includes the President's son- 
in-law, was in Islamabad to 
safegriard the fortunes of Mr Shah. In 
Baluchistan the PDA itself is a mem¬ 
ber of the ruling coalition and wants 
to see the Chief Minister, Mr Taj 
Jamaii, continue in government 
whereas the NDA and the IJM are 
committed to dissolution. In the 
NWFP, the Chief Minister, Mr Mir 
Afzal Khan, is an associate of the 
President but has been placed in a 
tight spot after the withdrawal of the 
Awami National Party from his coali¬ 
tion. 

Nawaz Sharif's otfensive 

MR Nawaz Sharif, 
■ ~ ~ Punjab's leading in- 

dustrialist, initiated 
the power play. 

I Sensing dismissal 

I I by the President, 

even though he 
commanded a majority in the Nation¬ 
al Assembly as well as in his own 
province of Punjab—the political 
heartland of Pakistan—^he took steps 
to forestall the drastic move by 
Ishaq Khan. A day before the Presi¬ 
dent announced his decision (on 
April 17), Mr Sharif made a broadcast 
on the radio as the Prime Minister. He 
made a blistering attack on die Presi¬ 
dent. It was a desperate pre-emptive 
first strike that set the agenda for the 
political protest campaign against the 
presidential action. He boarded a 


train for Lahore, making fiery 
speeches all along the way. He was 
warmly welcomed wherever he 
went. 

Mr Nawaz Sharif was threatened 
with a string of corruption diarges by 
the (Zaretalkr Government's Labour 
Minister. He disclosed that the 
(^vemment had decided to expose 
what he called the "loot and 
plunder" of the previous 
Government's 29-month»rule. The 
Labour Minister said he was gather¬ 
ing documentary evidence that 
would form the basis for legal 
proceedings against the former 
Premier. 

There is a widespread belief that 
Mr Sharif made a blimder by taking 
up arms openly against crusty, old 
establishment leader, Ishaq Khan. He 
had thrived under his dispensation. 
He moved fast in the political hierar¬ 
chy under marti^ law, quickly rising 
from being the Finance Minister of 
Punjab to its Chief Minister and then 
on to foe Centre as Prime Minister. A 
supporter of the Eighth Amendment 
wnm it suited him, ne started chang¬ 
ing under its strain after becoming 
the Prime Minister. Troubles with the 
establishment began after the sudden 
death of the Anny Chief, Asif Nawaz 
Janjua, in early January this year. He 
wanted Lt-Gra Mohammed Ashraf, 
foe Lahore corps commander, to be 
appointed foe next Chief of Army 
Staff. The President refused and ap 
pointed Gen Abdul Waheed as the 
new Chief, using the discretion 
granted to him under the Eighth 
Amendment. Then began Sharif's 
manoeuvring to get rid of the Eighth 
Amendment. 

There are allegations of his 
having accepted commissions and 
kickbacks in several deals worth 
crores of rupees finalised during his 
28 months in office. The caretaker 
(Cabinet members were determined 
to build up a convixteirw case against 
him so as to disqualily him from 
holding political pffice. Ail these 
allegations will now disappear. 
Mr Sharif is a cleared person in 
power. 
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An interesting sidelight of 
Sharif's all-out campaign for letum 
to power was that the frenzied 
demonstrators who raised anti-Ishaq 
slogans displayed the late Gen Zia's 
portraits showing him . in full 
uniform. The crowds claimed to be 
fighting for demoaacy md were led 
by Gen Zia's son, Ejaz-ul-Haq, who 
displayed a denchea fist as a gesture 
of defiance. The display, in a trium¬ 
phant manner of Gen 2^'$ portraits, 
along with the raising of slogans 
which (translated into English from 
Urdu) stated "We may live or die, but 
we won't stop until democracy is 
restored", was rather odd. The 
people seemed to foi^ that Gen Zin 
was not a democrat but was a ruth¬ 
less, cruel dictator who ruled Pakis¬ 
tan with an iron hand for about 11 
years. 

Suspense and tension 

DEEP suspense and 
tension gripped the 
country in the last 
week of May be¬ 
cause of the^agerly 
awaited, crucial 
dedsion on Mr 
Nawaz Sharif's petition challenging 
his dismissal A sigtiificant obs^a- 
tion was made on May 23 by the 
Chief Justice, Mr Nasim Hasan Shah, 
during the hearing of the constitu¬ 
tional petition filed by Nawaz Sharif 
challenging his ouster. The dedsion 
to disn^ the Nawaz Sharif Govern¬ 
ment and dissolve the National As¬ 
sembly, he said, was taken by 
President Ishaq Khan "in a fit of 
anger". The ChM Justice noted that 
Mr Sharif's political career had been 
built up by Mr Ishaq Khan hizraelf 
but when the former (Mr Nawaz 
Sharif) challenged the President's 
authority, "he reacted in haste". 

It needs to be noted that even 
though Pakistan cannot boast of a < 
durable and stable democratic 
regime, the cotmt^s Supreme Court 
(unlike the highest ^cMdal authority 
in other Muslto cpuntries) still com¬ 
mands respect. 



It may be noted that there has 
been no case until now of the Court 
givixw a verdict against the Pakistan 
establishment. But conditions have 
changed. 

Partllel govenunent 

WELL-lnformed 
sources in the U.S., 
notably the "Wa¬ 
shington Post" 
(which published an 
investigative repc^ 
stated at the end of 
April that a parallel government of 
drug barons was emeiging in Paki»' 
tan. The UN International Drug Con¬ 
trol Programme Field Adviser told 
the paper that 'Takistan could easily 
become just like Colombia. Baluchis¬ 
tan already is Colombia". 




Drug-related corruption is stated 
to have permeated virtually every 
level of government and had become 
entwined with some of the nation's 
largest businesses, according to inter- 
natioiMl agencies and Pakistani offi¬ 
cials. 

A western diplomat has ex¬ 
pressed the view that "major luuco- 
traffickers are gofog to be in a mxi- 
tion wlwre they control everything. 
When you get to the stage where traf¬ 
fickers have more money fhan the 
rulers, it is going to take remarkable ■ 
efforts and remarkable people to turn 
it around". 

A^haniatan and Pakistan, which 
together had the potential to produce 
more than 800 formes of (»ium and 
almost 80 tonnes of heroin a year, 
share a largely unpatrolled 1,400- 
mile border. To complicate en^e- 


mait efiforti^ drug dealers in tiie az«a. l< 
have access to sophisticated weapona . ' 
left over from the 14.year A^ ;- 
war. -rtj 

The abundance of weapons at^ ' 
the absence of control in ttebot#';;- 
area have led to complaints, ph)^ • 
ticularly ftom the USA and EgQ'P^ ’ 
that the regirm is "a breeding grofoul . 
for radical Islamic terrorists . 

The USA has been considering 
adding Pakistan to its list of natioMi 
that support terrorism which would;^ 
result in the suspension of all US a|i^. J, 
including funds to fight dnm 
ing. Such a move would devastiM^.| 
the meagre drug control progrimuiteii ;:i 
in Pakistan. 

Despite the handicaps, the polfoe;; 
had destroyed 144 herolil ■ 
laboratories in the last decade and . 
reduced the area uxuier pop^ cul«" v 
tivati(m from 80,000 acres in 1977 to.' 
22,000 acres in 1992. However, intei^ 
rmtlonal law enforcfment officials 
state that there were an estinuted 108 
makeshift laboratories hidden , 
Pakistan's lawless frontier where 
opium smuggled from Afglumlstan 
was processed into heroin. 

Even when the police seized 
large quantities of drug or shiik 
down ixumufacturing operations, lew 
individuals are prosecuted because, 
of the rampant corruption. A Fidds-. : 
tani representative (m the UN G>i»> 
mittee on Narcotics admitted 
recently that "there is no branch of . 
the TCvemment where corrujptfon ; 
doesir t pervade". Laboratories in the : 
US, which had analysed the heroin ' 
caught in seizures, confirm that It 
comes ftom the "Golden Crescent"-*;. 
Pakistan, Alj^ianistan and Imn. 
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MRAGRAPH-WRtTING 


MODEL PARAGRAPHS 


t ^'Desire, ignorance and in- 
r equality—this is the trinity 
V or bondage." 

—Simmi Vivekamnda 
Human existence is a victim oi 
its own follies and failures. The 
more we try to subdue and sub- ' 
jugate the forces, inimical to its 
smooth-sailing, the more we are 
faced with newer forms of irritation. 

’ Such has been the vile visage of this 
bondange that ail through the ages, 
saints, philosophers and thinkers 
have stressed the need to untangle 
this cobweb with all might and 
manoeuvre. Once entrapped, the 
exit may become a riddle, more con¬ 
founding than the stifling slavery of 
the trinity itself. Unless we smash 
this teasing triangle of desire, il- 
literewy and inequality, we can't 
hope to attain the most cherished 
goal of our lives—peace of mind. As 
long as we fuel the fire of this bane¬ 
ful bondage, equanimity of mind 
shall elude us and social harmony 
shall remain a distant dream. As 
such, all our achievements in 
various walks of life, whether 
• material, spiritual or artistic shall 
appear paper tigers only till we 
have ourselves from the 
devouring devil of greed, illiteracy 
and exploitation. 

^The man who makes no 
mistakes, does not make 
anything." 

Man is neither an infallible 
angel nor an incorrigible devil. He 
ntakes or mars his mark*in between 
the two extremes. During the short 
span of life he plays his role to the 
b^t of his abilities. By trial and 
error method, he may carve a niche ^ 
for himself or just retire bom this 
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world unwept and unsung. In case 
any man claLns not to have made 
any mistake in the entire course of 
his life, he is not to be given much 
credit or credence. "To err is 
human" is an oft-quoted saying, the 
origin of which lies in the imperfect 
nature of man. It is due to his imper¬ 
fection that he makes mistakes at 
every turn of his life. The wonder of 
wonders is that a man is always 
prone to make one mistake or the 
other despite the whole gimut of 
knowledge, information and inputs 
within his reach. If this were not so, 
^we would not have made anything, 
big or small, amazing or abject. 

"The coin most current 
among us is flattery." 

—Thomas Fuller. 

Flatter, a tendency to praise too 
much, has become the most current 
coin of today's working relations be¬ 
tween superiors and subordinates, 
donors and recipients, powerful 
politicians and foeir hangers-on. In¬ 
dulgence in Battery, for personal 
prosperity has assumed the halo of 
an articulate art. The use or abuse of 
flattery, has assumed the contours 
of a ciilt, most fabulous as well as 
frivolous among its practitioners. 

The ease with which we heap- 
praises on the undeserving, and the 
felicity with which we coin words 
and phrases to describe the non-ex¬ 
istent qualities of someone wielding 
power, is something to be seen to be 
believed. While flattering someone 
out of all proportions, we throw all 
caution to the winds and thus 
demean ourselves before our so- 
called benefactor. For some of us, 
flattery may prove a boon, but as a 


means to achieve our narrow ends, 
it is a bane for the sensitive mind 
and feelingful heart. It is a folly to 
think that those whom we flatter in 
season and out of season do not see 
through our game. The fact is that a 
flatterer exposes himself so much 
that he becomes either an object 
of ridicule or a subject of con¬ 
tempt. A fellow us^ to employ¬ 
ing flattery on all occasions 
hastens the pace to self-destruc¬ 
tion. 

"A man in passion rides a 
horse that runs away with 
him." 

— CJH. Spurgeon. 

Uncontrolled passion like an un¬ 
bridled horse, throws a man from 
the frying pan into the fire. Un¬ 
checked anger makes a fdlow blind 
in mind and spirit and he fails to 
distinguish between right and 
wrong. Slave of passion and help¬ 
less in its grip, a man drifts and 
drowns in the wilderness of his 
wild aidmal outbursts. In moments 
of sheer physical obsessions he for¬ 
gets the fearful foll-out of his animal 
actions that lead to the dark and 
deadly lane of self-destruction. The 
horse of his physical pursuits, gal¬ 
lops fast and furious and provides 
him illusory kicks of some unusual 
fits but the fiiule of such a head¬ 
long course ends in regret only. 

Wjth no control over the self a man 
is like an untrained rider who does 
not know when to rein in the horse 
and where to get off. Unwittingly 
he falls for temptations and in ffie 
process of satisfying them, he con¬ 
sumes his gbdly gifts of head and 
heart. 


EiCONOMICSCeNC 


ECONOMIC SCENE 



Q. "Refusal of Indian Govt to 
draw undlsbursed coiktponent of 
loan for Sardar Saiovar Project is an 
affirmation of self*raspects." Com* 
ment 

Am Since its conception, the 
progrero on Sardar Sarovar Dam on 
Narmada has been marred by a series 
of controversies. At a time when the 
environmentalists in India rave some 
respite to the Government nom their 
vociferous criticism of the project, the 
dam ‘was engulfed by a new 
trouble—this time from outside the 
countiy. The United Nations Com¬ 
mission on Human Rights, a fading 
policy making body on human 
rights, consisting of 53 countries, at 
its annual session at Geneva con¬ 
demned the practice of forced evic¬ 
tion of population as a result of 
large-scale development projects. 
The unanimous condemnation, 
though did not mention any project, 
yet the dec^on apparently applies to 
all such inojects m the woria includ¬ 
ing the Mrdar Sarovar hydro-electric 
and irrigation project in Narmada 
Valley. 

World Bank, the main fundinj; 
agency in the constructicm of th» 
darn, nad already given a six-month 
notira to India, which was to expire 
in April 1993. It asked India to im- 
j^ve its re^etdement programmes. 
Thus, it was obvious that if desired 
changes in rehabilitation programme 
of the oustees were not efiected, not 
only the World Bank was to pull out 
of me project, it would also send sig¬ 
nals to otner funding agencies to es¬ 
chew horn suppbttlng such projects 
in future. After feeling cornered on 
the issue, the Indian govranment on 
its own (locided not to draw the un¬ 
disbursed part of the World Bank 


loan. Out of a total sanctioned loan of 
US $ 530 million tlte Ckivemment has 
chosen not to draw $ 170 millicm and 
decided to fund tite project to this 
extent out of its own resources. 

Eariier, the Government of India 
had strongly defended the project 
and had warned the World Bank that 
backing out at ttiid stage would be 
catastrophic to die timely comjdetion 
of the project As per Government 
sources, the probh^ related with 
the project were duly borne in mind 
and were attended to. As per Indian 
standards, the rehabilitation and 
resettlement plans for the displaced 
population are extremely com¬ 
prehensive and employment 
oriented. Recently, even the volun¬ 
tary organisations and the environ¬ 
mentalists in India were fairly 
convinced about the plans of the 
Government for protecting the en¬ 
vironment and proper rehwUitation 
of the oustees. 

Conversely, the World Bank had 
laid some other stringent conditions 
in addition to the environment and 
resettlement, if the rest of the lean 
was to be disbursed. Indian Govern¬ 
ment looked upon such unreasonable 
conditionalities as direct and un¬ 
reasonable interference in the inter¬ 
nal affairs of India. Improvement m 
foreign exchange reserves might 
hav^rompted tois bold decision by 
the Government. However, the ex¬ 
perts feel that remaining investment 
on the project does not need any 
foreign exchange exc^ for the pur¬ 
chase of a $ 200 million turbine. 
Government's decision to go ahead 
with this expenditure is a subtle 
answer to the economic bladcmail let- 
loose by the World Bank as well as by 
Greenpeace—an international a^- 
cy opposing Sardar Sarovar Project 
tooth and nw. 

There are no two views tihat the 
benefits of this dam will overweigh 
the social costs. Aftmall, all develop¬ 


mental activity cannot be stoj^ied j 
just because of its sodal costs, huteitd 
of highlighting die ne^tive aq>eGt»s. 
of such project, proper social cost-', 
benefit anal^s are a must, befewe a 
judgement on them is passed. In a . 
countiy like India, importance ot a . 
dam of this magnitude cannot be un¬ 
dermined. It promises to in%ate' 
thousands of hectares of land and to 
contribute ienmensdy to the national 
electrical grid. It appears that tha . 
developed world fans to appedafo i 
this problem from India's view-.' 
point. Afte-all, Sardar Sarovar is not ' 
the first high dam to be constructed 
in India. Earlier, multipurpostt.^ 
projects have heralded a new era ol 
develo^ent in their vicinity and 
Sardar ^rovar Project may not be an 
exertion. The courageous step by 
the (^vernment needs to be lauded. . 


Poor Export Performance 


Q. Performance of Indian ex- ’ 
ports has been poor during the patft 
three years. Give reasons and 
remedies. 

Ana. The new economic polity 
aims at pushing up the rate of giowm 
of exports to aUeast 15 per cent. It is 
particularly essential to tide over the 
impending dangers of falling into a 
debt-trap. In face of the situation, 
where the growth of exports is caus¬ 
ing great concern over the past duee 
years, despite best of efforts, the ' 
standard excuse of disintegration of 
erstwhile Soviet Union appears to be 
a lame excuse. 

During the four years, starting 
from 1986-87 to 1989-90, exports 
grew at a steady aiferage rate of 17 
per cent per annum in dollar terms. 
But this growdi rate came down to a 
modest 9.1 per cent, in dollar term, 
during 1990-91. The downward trend 
could not be arrested during 1991-92 
when the exports in dollar terms ac¬ 
tually declined by 1.5 per cent. 


■it 
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. dnpite devaluadon of rupee. The 
position is likely to improve mar¬ 
ginally during W2-93 when the ex¬ 
port in ddlar terms are likely to rise 
oy about 3 per cent. The reasons are 
not difficult to seek. In addition to the 
course of exports to the former 
USSR, factors luce global recession, 
slow-down in the expansion of the 
world-trade and loss of markets in 
the Middle-East, due to Gulf crisis, 
are responsible for poor perfomnance 
of exports ov^ the last tnree years. 

Most of the factors listed above 
appear to be external. But it does not 
mean that we should keep our fingers 
crossed and wait for the things to im¬ 
prove to our advantage. In fact the 
real test of liberalisadon and struc¬ 
tural ad|ustment programme will be 
the performance of the exports 
durine the current financial year. 
Steps like full convertibility and new 
EXlM policy are likely to provide 
stimuli to the exports. But in addition 
to this certain conscious efforts are 
required to alter the composition and 
direction of Indian exports in such a 
manner as to turn these to India's 
favour. 

During the last three years, 
agriculture and allied products have 
coitstituted the lamest percentage of 
our exports. Similarly, gems and 
jewelled have remains tne second 
largest component of India's exports 
dunrtg these years and have varied 
from 15 to 16 per cent. Readymade 

S rmentB, with a share of around 12 
13 per cent, followed by engineer¬ 
ing goods, with about 12 per cent, 
have rcmalxwd third and fourth con¬ 
tributors, respectively. It is high time 
that possibilities are cxplorea to ex¬ 
port additional and new items which 
are not on present export list. It Is 
I ti’i products like 


be translated into practice 

Agriculture Credit 


rifi'iiVi'T(. ores, 

chemicals. These commodities must 
he r-PfuT; value to 

fetch a better price. 

In addition, careful efforts are re¬ 
quired to be made to explore new 
markets, mainly in CIS countries, 
developing countries. East European 
countries and Latin American 
countries, so that the ambitious target 
of 15% growth of exports is achier^. 
The environment tor more exports 
has been created and it only neras to 


rights on the tenants, abolition of 
Zantindari, allotment of land to the 
landless, etc. Advent of green-revolu¬ 
tion also wittressed higher produc¬ 
tivity in the primary sector. 

As a result of above effirrts, 
during the Seventh Five Year Flan, 
disbursement of gross agiieultural 
credit through cooperatives and the 
RRBs increaM from Rs 5810 crore in 
1984-85 to Rs 12,570 core by 1989-90. 
The expansion in short, m^tun and 
long term loans, through coopera¬ 
tives, increased remarkwly towards 
the end of Seventh Plan. The populist 
loan waiver scheme, announced 
during 1990-91, however, adversely 
affectM the recovery climate in the 
country and resultea in lesser flow of 
credit towards the primary sector. 
Serious doubts have oeen expressed 
regarding the real benefit of mis debt 


I Q. Agricultural Credit is the key 

to higher production in Primary sec- . « result of 

tor. Outline the efforts made to ^u^ the Sevwth 
streamltae the a^cttlture credit and dls^rwinent of gr( 
also the bottlenecks. **°“8*‘^ 

A A 11 uiiiA. z jiAi JA 1 RRBs Increased from 
Am Availability of (^tfevi^ 1984-85 to Rs 12,570 ( 

for aU Monomic activitiM in the T^e expansion in she 
m^ein-day world^or a^o^ture, j ^ ^ 

se^r inlndia, the ^iva, increased renu 
neecT for credit te of u^st imror- j^e end of Seventh PI 

tance, more parhcularly when the i^an waiver schen 
claw of^sodety, marriy eruaged m during 1990-91, hov* 
agriculture, has relatively lesser ^ffect^ the recoverj 
resources at Its disposal. country and result^ 

71-aditioiuilly, need for agricul- credit towards the ; 
hire credit was met by the indigoious Serious doubts have 

mon^ lenders. Not regulated by the regarding the real bei 
central bank of the coimtry, me in- reuef scheme tricklir 
dlgenous money lenders charged ex- needy and poor fan 
oroitant rates of interest with a view debt. Despite a setbac 
to grab the fertile lands of me poor tural credit during 19 
peasants. Size of holdings being 92, several measures I 
small and the farmers mainly doing to push up the lendir 
subsistence farming, they invariably including openini 
got trapped in debtedness. There separate fines of creo 

were instances where, for small farmers engaged in i 
amounts of loans, generations eimer tivity. 
kern paying the intent to foe money ^ serious problei 
iCTder or kept workmg ^ slaves at ^o be tackled alongw 
todisp^ Poor productivity in SSyfiListhepS 
Indian a^lture sedor, lack of ewh ^^1^1 is restri^g fo 
croDs, heavy d^dence on ralru sionofagriculturSa 
and use of primitive tools and verselv affectlne tl 
methods of cultivation am some of 

This proWem 

miserable situation. gravafed by me loan- 

Fost bank-nationalisation era As about 40 per cento 
ivitnessed a rapid growth of banking to the agriculture set 
sector, particularly in the rural areas, the cooperatiVM, ai 

As per the policy of the government, strengthehingpro^i 
certain mirumum percents^ of bank the agenda of me govt 
credit was fixed tor the agriculhue the recommendations 


_ for the agriculhue 

and 51?iL5J-iigfivse^rs. Hitherto 
dominant •i^rajffTJBg-rofltaWtt^ 
were 

jectivm. To suj^ement tne emuts tx 
the commercial banks. Regional 
Rival Banks (RRB) and cooperatives 
entered the scene in a Ug way. To 
provide refinance to all such banks 
and cooperatives. National Bank for 
Agriculture and Rural Development 
(NABARD) was carved out of the 
RBI. The government also took cer¬ 
tain measures like consolidation of 
holdings, conferring of proprietaty 


reuef scheme trickling down to the 
needy and poor farmers trapped in 
debt. Despite a setback to the agricul¬ 
tural credit during 1990-91 and 1991- 
92, several measures have been taken 
to push up the lending to this sector, 
including opening of several 
separate fines of credit to a group of 
farmers engaged in a particular ac¬ 
tivity. 

A serious problem, which needs 
to be tackled aiongwith the problem 
of credit, is the prralem of overdues, 
which is restricting the repaid expan¬ 
sion of agrlculturu credit. This is ad¬ 
versely affecting the viability of 
concerned cooperatives and the 
RRBs. This problem has been ag¬ 
gravated by me loan-waiver scheme. 
As about 40 per cent of the total credit 
to the agriculture sector flows from 
the cooperatiVM, an institutional, 
strsngthehlng pro^mme is high on 
the agenda of me government. As per 
the recommendations of the Agricul¬ 
ture Credit Review Committee, ac¬ 
tions like augmentation of the reserve 
base of Primary Agriculture Credit 
Societies (PACSb anwndment of State 
cooperative laws, revitalising of 
PACS by way of business dev^p- 
ment planning, etc. are being imple¬ 
ments vigorously by the 
Govenunent. As and when the actual 
figures of agriculture credit for 1992- 
93 are made available, the effective¬ 
ness of steps in augmenting the 
agriculture credit will actually be 
known. 
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VOCABULAliy 


Improve Your Word Power 


1. abitemiotts: (a) proud (b) rustic (c) excessive 
(d) moderate. 

2. bamboozle: (a) harm (b) force (c) confuse (d) in¬ 
form. 

3. conhunac}^: (a) cooperation (b) resistance (c) rela¬ 
tion (d) divorce. 

4. dabble: (a) trifle (b) discourage (c) smell (d) in¬ 
clude. 

5. ennui: (a) boredom (b) expulsion (c) comedy 
(d) conviction. 

6. fractious: (a) pleasing (b) comic (c) irritable 
(d) disheartening. 

7. gooey: (a) ideal (b) realistic (c) sentimental 
(d) evasive. 

8. hobnob: (a) deceive (i:) believe (c) escape (d) as¬ 
sociate. 

9. ingest: (a) reject (b) absorb (c) rejoice (d) avoid. 

10. jinx (v): (a) punish (b) defect (c) curse (d) borrow. 

11. lesion: (a) wound (b) victory (c) defeat (d) sorrow. 

12. mumbo-jumbo: (a) meaningless (language) 
(b) bitter (taste) (c) important (gesture) (d) competinve 
(spirit). 

13. obtuse: (a) coloiu-ful (b) critical (c) rare (d) stupid. 

14. prune: (a) prolong (b) expand (c) reduce (d) lend. 

15. rotund: (a) weak (b) foolish (c) fat (d) flat. 

16. swill: (a) sing (b) flood (c) recite (d) mourn. 

17. tepid: (a) warm (b) indifferent (c) affectionate 
(d) sincere. 

18. veer, (a) concentrate (b) delegate (c) dominate 
(d) shift. 

19. whimpen (a) pacify (b) instigate (c) cry 
id) prevent 

20. yob: (a) aggressive (b) hiunble (c) intelligent 
(d) armoyed. 

ANSWERS 

1. abstemious: (d) moderate, sober, temperate. 

—Persons with abstemious habits can adjust themsel¬ 
ves in any social set-up without much difficulty. 

2. bamboozle: (c) confuse, puzzle, cheat 

—^Your tricks in the game of cards have completely 
bamboozled nw out of my knowledge of the game. 

3. contumacy: (b) resistance, disobedience. 

— Contumacy to new ideas or flow of information is 
generally the result of ignorance/illiteracy. 

4. dabble: (a) trifle, participate. 

—Don't take him seriously, he is just dabbling in 
politics to promote his business interests only. 

5. ennui: (a) boredom, weariness. 


—Since losing his job he has often experienced a, 
profound sense ofamui. 

6. £raetiott8:(c) irritable, bad-tempered. 

—Quite often parents have to cut a sorry figure when 
their children display petrous reaction over trifles. 

7. gooey: (c) sentimental, sticlgr. 

—Media-men in pursuit of hot news often land ujp 
with something cold and gooey. 

8. hobnob: (d) associate, mix. 

—Today one can see youngsters hobnobbing with their < 
elders at theatres and dubs. 

9. ingest: (b) absorb, take in. 

—It takes time to mgrst all the Information that one ; 
finds in joumals/magazmes. 

10. Jinx (v); (c) curse, bedevil. 

—I think this computer must be ;7nzad—4t is always ' 
breaking down. 

11. lesion: (a) wound, injury. 

—^As a result of an accident, he is crying with painful 
lesions on his arms and legs. 

12. mumbo-jumbo: (a) meaningless/unnecessary 
(language). 

—The official statement was couched in such a , 
mumbo-jumbo that I was left more confused than before. 

13. obtuse: (d) stupid, dull. 

—^The Minister's remarks were so obtuse that everyone 
present in the meeting felt highly dismayed. 

14. prune: (c) reduce, trim, cut. 

—For want of adeouate funds, non-plan expenditure 
has been further pruned in this year's budget. 

15. rotund: (c) fat, round. 

—The rotund bodies of Japanese wrestlers sent 
children into peals of laughter. 

16. swill: (b) flood, soak, wash. 

—In a brewery one can often see beer swtlling around 
the bottom of the barrel. 

17. tepid: (b) lukewarm, indifferent, mild. 

—The tepid welcome given to the minister did not go 
well with his inflated ego. 

18. veer; (d) shift, change (suddenly). 

—The discussion veered away from religious nutters . 
and round to politics. 

19. whimpen (c) cry, whine, moan. 

—stray dog kwt whimpering the whole night and as 

a result I cotud not sleep weu. 

20. yob: (a) aggressive. 

—^ht the prevailing>yob culture, indiscipline and im¬ 
propriety in human reuftotu are but natural. 
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BANK PROBATIONARY 
OFFICER 


The career as a directly recruited 
bank officer is one of the most sought 
after tcxlay. This esteemed career of¬ 
fers highly challenging oppor¬ 
tunities, lucrative salary, attractive 
allowances and excellent promotion¬ 
al avenues. A candidate recruited as a 
probationary officer may rise to the 
highest management positioas in a 
bank, depending on his intelligence, 
hard work and performance. Passing 
of several internal examinations, 
during the course of service, may fur¬ 
ther brighten their promotional 
avenues. 

The importance of banking sec¬ 
tor in the modem day world cannot 
be over-emphasised. Individuals, 
companies and government or¬ 
ganisations all have to look forward 
to banks for several services. The 
scope of banking is not confined to 
the cities and towns. A common man 
in the rural areas also has to approach 
file banks for sovices like savings, 
mon^ transfers, drafts, traveller che¬ 
ques, foreign exchange conversion, 
etc. To make sure that every citizen 
has an easy access to the banking net¬ 
work, the last two decades have wit¬ 
nessed a fantastic proliferation of 
banks in our country. 

The Competition 

The competitive examination for 
recruitment to the post of Probation¬ 
ary Officers for all Public Sector 
Banks (excluding the SBI) is held 
fiom time to time by several Banking 
Service Recruitment Boards (BSRBs) 
as per the requirement given by 
banks from time to time. Several 
BSRBs are located at places like 
Madras, Calcutta, New Delhi, Ban¬ 
galore, Bhopal, Lucknow, Guwahati, 


Baroda, Jaipur, Chandigarh, etc. For 
the State Bank of India and its sub¬ 
sidiaries, the Central Recruitment 
Board of the State Bank Group holds 
the examination almost every year to 
fill up the vacant posts. Every year 
around KXX) probationary officers are 
recruited by several BSRBs and the 
SBI group. The number of posts, 
however, may vary every year. A 
selected candidate is appointed as 
an officer in the Junior Manage¬ 
ment Grade-I in the pay scale of Rs 
2100-4020 and at present gets a 
starting gross salary of over Rs 
4600. 

Eligibility 

All graduates, in any disapline 
from a recognized university or the 
candidates having passed any 
equivalent examination recognized 
by the government of India, are 
eligible to take the competitive ex¬ 
amination for probationary officers. 
The candidates are usually allowed 
only three chances. All can^ates be¬ 
tween 21 years to 28 years of age are 
eligible. However, five years' relaxa¬ 
tion in the upper age liiiut is allowed 
to SC/ST candidates. Ex-Serviceman 
candidates are allowed five years' 
uppo* age relaxation in addition to 
their actual service in the defence for¬ 
ces. Some age relaxation is also al¬ 
lowed to certain categories of the 
employees of the concerned bank 
and migrants of Indian Origin from 
Sri Lanka. The relaxation in the upper 
age limit is available on cumulative 
basis to the SC/ST candidates with 
only one of the remaining categories 
mentioned above. 15% reservation to 

the SC candidates and 7^% to the ST 


candidates is providecf. There is, 
however, no reservation for the can¬ 
didates belonging to the Other Back¬ 
ward Classes (OBCs). 

Recruitment Process 

The recruitment process includes 
a written test follow^ by a personal 
interview. 

(a) Written Test: In the written 
test the candidates are tested in the 
following aspects; 

(0 Test of Reasoning Ability 
(ij) Test of Quantitative Aptitude 
(Hi) Test of General Awareness 
(iv) Test of English Language 
(i>) The Descriptive Test 

The candidates are given a tc^al 
time period of 2 hours and 15 
minutes to attempt objective type 
questions on (t) to (iv) above. In adffi- 
tion, a descriptive test is also given 
which may have short essays, exposi¬ 
tions on given situations, com¬ 
prehension, etc. Out of the four 
questions in the descriptive test the 
candidate is asked to attempt three. 
This test is bilingual and can be at¬ 
tempted either in Hindi or in English, 
in about 45 minutes, and carri^ 60 
marks. The candidates are required 
to qualify all five tests separately. 
However, the descriptive test and test 
of Ei^lish language are only qualify¬ 
ing in nature and the marks obtainra 
in these tests are not counted towards 
the final merit list and only marks 
obtained in the test of reasoning 
ability, quantitative aptitude test and 
the test ^ general qwareness are con¬ 
sidered. The written test is iHwmally 
held on a Sunday and the candidates 
are required to appear in the ex- 
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amination at the centre of tlieir choice 
on their own expenses. 

(h) Syllabi: The examination (ex¬ 
cept for the descriptive test) is held in 
the form of objective type multi- 
choice questions and negative mark¬ 
ing is not resorted to. Usually 
maximum questions are on foe test of 
'reasoning ability, followed by foe test 
of quantitative aptitude, test of 
general awareness and test of English 
language. In the test of reasoning 
ability foe intellectual and mental 
faculties of the candidates are judged. 
It also attempts to judge foe logical 
reasoning of the candidates in the 
day-to-day situations. Some ques¬ 
tions are also asked with the hdp of 
figures, graphs and drawings. The 
test of quantitative aptitude, on the 
other hand, is directed at judging the 
aptitude of the candidates in the 
banking operations by asking simple 
questions of arithmetic on percent¬ 
ages, profit and loss, additions, mul¬ 
tiplication, division, etc. Since the 
candidates are required to work 
against time, the test not only judges 
the aptitude but also fathoitns the 
speed of the candidate in the figure 
work. 

Test of general awareness seeks 
to ascertain the day-to-day aware¬ 
ness and the knowledge of the can¬ 
didate in the matters of current 
affairs, every-day observations, life 
science, day-to-day science. History, 
Geography, National Movement, 
Economics, Indian Political System, 
etc. In a nutshell, this test aims at 
judging the awareness of a candidate 
of ^ enviroiunent around him and 
his ability to apply this knowledge to 
the society. lOiowledge of English 
language is gauged by the Test of 
English. This test includes some pas¬ 
sages, comprehension, use of words, 
phrases and expressions and is 
directed at judging foe candidates' 
basic understanding of the English 
language. 

(c) Petscmal Interview: There is 
no pre-determined percentage of 
marks fwesoibed to qualify foe writ¬ 
ten examination. Depending upon 
foe nunfoer of vacancies only a cer¬ 


tain number of candidates, as per the 
merit list, are called for personal in¬ 
terview. Such candidates are paid 
first class rail/bus fore by the shortest 
route, to and fro. Final sdection of the 
candidates for appointment is ntade 
on the basis of aggregate marks ob¬ 
tained in the written examination 
and the personal interview in foe 
order of merit, subject to the can¬ 
didates being declar^ medically fit 
by a team of doctors approved by the 
concerned bank. 

Detailed Infonnation 

The detailed mformation regard¬ 
ing the holding of the competitive ex¬ 
amination for recruitment of 
probationary officers is available in 
the advertisement which is published 
in most leading national newspapers 
as well as in foe regional papers. The 
detailed advertisentent is also pub¬ 
lished in the Employment News. It 
carries the details about the number 
of vacancies, procedures, list of 
centres of examination, examination 
fee, etc. The advertisement provides 
to the candidates about one-month's 
time for submitting the application 
and two to three months' time to 
prepare for the examination. 

How to prepare? 

The descriptive test and the test 
of English language, being qualifying 
in nature, do not warrant any special 
study. It is expected that a serious 
candidate aspiring for the post of a 
bank officer should be able to 
qualify these tests without much 
difficulty. However, foe candidates 
weak in these subjects have to study 
and practice hard to qualify these 
tests. 

To be succe^ful in this examina¬ 
tion regular practice in all the five 
tests is essential. Test of general 
awareness needs special preparation. 
Regular reading of "The Competition 
Master'’ is strongly recommended as 
this magazine covers the areas like 
awareness, reasoning, quantitative 
aptitude and General English in a 
much better way than any other such 
magazine. The regular features in The 
Competition Master like Test of 


Reasoning, Quantitative Apfituda, 
Objective type questions on English i 
language and General Awareness, . 
Science Quiz, etc are particularly ,; 
beneficial for foe candidates. To sup- ^ 
plement foeir ^rts, foe candidaie ' 
may refer to some standard books 
puUished by M/s Khanna Brothers • 
(Publishers) Chandigarh, like • 
"Master Guide—Bank ^batknwy ' 
Officers Examination", "General > 
Knowledge Refresher", "Test of ; 
Reasoning", etc. ' 

Coaching and Draining 

Pre-examination coaching for i 
SC/ST candidates is oiganized by the 
Ministry of Welfare, government of 
India, through several universities ^ 
and State Training Institutes. The > 
Public Sector Banks also organise ' 
pre-examination coaching to a , 
limited number of candidates f 
belonging to SC, ST and minority 
community candidates. Such a 
coaching is arraitged at some of foe , 
Staff-Training Centre of the Bank am- 
cemed. 

In addition several ofoer private * 
institutes and organisations al^ {ho- 
vide coaching and training to foe 
desirous candidates to take the ex¬ 
amination successfully. In this field, ‘ 
National School of Banking (NSB) 
also provides coaching through post- 
al tuition to foe candidates across foe 
country by suppi)nng practice books 
in all foe subjeefo. NSB also provides 
free coaching for persoruil interview 
to those candidates who are success- „ 
fill in the written examination, after * 
coaching from this institution. In ad- ,, 
dition, NSB also provides coofoing . 
through regular classes at its various 
branches in Mahar^htra. 

Notwithstanding foe coaching, 
there is no substitute for self-study 
and self-preparation. No amount of 
coaching can replace the need for per¬ 
sonal hardwork and extensive prac¬ 
tice by the candidates. Regular , 
studies, systematic preparations, 
self-confidence and regubu* practice 
may ensure success to serious can¬ 
didates in this highly competitive ex¬ 
amination. , 

t 
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Argumentative Questions 
Sociai and Economic Probiems 


Negation of Democracy 

Q. The Terrorist and Disruptive 
Activities (PreventlotO Act (TADA) 
has been misused and has served its 
purpose. The measure is anti* 
democratic and should be repealed. 
Give ai^uments For and Against it 

Ans. The highly controversial Ter¬ 
rorist and Disruptive Activities (Preven¬ 
tion) Act first came into force as a 
Presidential ordinance in 1985. Two 
years later it was given the shape of a 
regular legislation passed hy Parlianwnt. 
Right from the beginning there has been 
a strong demand [or its repeal on various 
grounds, but in May this year the 
Central Government got the law ex¬ 
tended by Parliament for another two 
years There are undespread allegations 
that the measure has been used for pur¬ 
poses for which it was not meant There 
are two sides to this issue. In view of the 
menace of terronsm still existing in cer¬ 
tain sensitive areas the administration is 
reluctant to give up the special powers 
conferred an )t hy tlic Act But should it 
become a permanent feature of the Indian 
system? 

Arguments For the view 

1. Considering the fact that until 
February this year there were 52,268 
TADA detenus all over the countiy 
(even Gujarat, which is not notorious 
for terrorist activity, has 14,000), there 
is little doubt that the measure has 
been extensively used by the various 
State governments. People have been 
put in jail on the slightest pretext. 
Thus their basic nghts have been ad¬ 
versely affected. 

2. The Act is one-sided and is 
draconian. It is undeniably a nega¬ 
tion of democracy and has brought 
much discredit to this country. 
Several human nghts organisations, 
national and international, have 
criticised it and urged its withdrawal. 
Surely, they cannot all be wrong or 
biassed. 


3. About 400 TOtitions question¬ 
ing the Act's validity are pending 
with the Supreme Court. A five- 
member Court bench which looked 
into the TADA provisions has yet to 

ive its judgement on it. Of the total 
etenus 14,«7 were in Punjab alone. 
Almost every State police agency 
now applies TADA routinely on 
criminals, rioters and smugglers. 
Harassment by the police reached a 
new peak when even in family dis¬ 
putes TADA was applied. Most of the 
detenus are petty criminals, trade 
unionists and numan rights activists. 
The number of terrorists among 
those detained is negligible. This 
proves the allegation of nususe of the 
Act. 

4. TADA is an emergency 
measure; since there is no emergency 
in any part of the country and ter¬ 
rorism has been eliminate even in 
Punjab, there is no justification for 
continuing the draconian law. The in¬ 
discriminate manner in which some 
people have been arrested under this 
law for alleged complicity in the 
serial bombings, and later found in¬ 
nocent, points to the need for the law 
enforcement agencies to exercise 
greater care in its application. 

5. The measure is harsher than 
the highly controversial Maintenance 
of Internal Security Act (MISA) 
passed before the Emergency. TADA 
was exclusively designed to arrest 
and try those indulging in terrorist 
activities or inciting or supporting 
demands that would bring into ques¬ 
tion India's sovereignty and ter¬ 
ritorial integrity. But it has been 
utilised for other purposes. 

6. An open trial and bail are al¬ 
most impossible under this Act. 
There are few TADA detenus who 
were fortunate enough to have been 
out on bail. A young Supreme Court 
lawyer, Ms Shabnam Lone, was held 


under TADA for her alleged links 
with Kashmir terrorist outfits. The 
apex court released her within 24 
hours of her arrest. There was no 
prima facie evidence justifying the ai> 
rest of many others. 

Arguments Against the view 

1. It is true that the law and order 
situation in the country has now dis¬ 
tinctly improved and terrorism is on 
the way out, notably in Punjab, but 
experience has shown that after a 
period of relative calm the trouble¬ 
makers raise their ugly heads again. 
The situation in J & K and also in die 
countiys nortb-eastem region is dis¬ 
concerting. In order to maintain 
peace and tackle the violence, special 
powers are necessary. 

2. Raids on secret underground 
and other centres have brought out 
thousands of weapons, sophisticated 
and other. As long as the country is 
flushed with weapons of various 
types, it would be very risky to repeal 
TADA. The Government has to be 
fully prepared to meet emergencies 
which may arise any moment. Ex¬ 
traordinary situations do require ex- 
traordinar)^wer5 to deal with them 
effectively. The ordinary laws and the 
existing ^wers of the police are not 
sufficient to tackle terrorism. 

3. Human rights are certainly im- 

K riant and should not be violated, 
t lives of the innocent masses are 
no less important and must be fully 
protected against onslaughts by 
armed criminals who are reckless 
and ruthless. They resort to the gun 
without notice and have to be 
guarded against with special 
measures. 

4. TADA confers special powers 
of detention on the Government. 
These are fully justified because the 
normal procedures for issuing arrest 
warrants and try cases in courts are 
very tardy, time consiuning and often 
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inefif^ve. The interests of society 
denuind laws such as TADA until 
lasting peace and normalcy are as« 
sured, Inere is no sign yet of nonnal* 
cy in many areas. 

S. As the Union Home Minister 
said in Parliament while seeking an 
extension of the Act for another two 
yean, terrorist activity is no longer 
confined to Punjab and Kashmir. As 
the bomb blast cases in Bombay and 
the recent spate of hijackings have 
shown, urban terrorism is now a 
major threat, often supported by 
foreign countries, notably Pakistan. 
As long as that country continues to 
support terrorists operating in India 
with weapons and otherwise, the In- 
dian Government needs special 
powers such as those given by 
TADA. 

Kidnappings for Ransom 

Q. "The new menace of kidnap* 
pings for ransom can be tackled 
only If the Government adopts a 
firm policy and does not accept the 
extremists' demand for ransom or 
release of prisoners." Give argu¬ 
ments For and Against this view. 

Ans. In recent years terrorists and 
Naxahtes have adopted new tactics to get 
their demands accmted by the Govern¬ 
ment or by rich, influenttal people. These 
tactics include kidnapping of important 
persona, children or other relations; the 
demand of the guilty persons are often for 
exorbitant sums of money or release of 
convicted and failed colleagues. The 
Government and the victims’ close rela¬ 
tions often accept the demands in order to 
ensure the safety of the kidnapped per¬ 
sons. But there is no definite or consistent 
government policy in respa:t of kidnap¬ 
pings. This further encourages the 
culprits to repeat their tactics •menever 
they want to, or whenever an oppor¬ 
tunity comes their way. 

Arguments For the view 

1. There is no doubt that political 
or other kidnappings had, until 
recently, become common in the 
country, the areas greatlv affected 
being Ptmjab, J & K, Delhi and the 
Norm-eastern States. The Govern¬ 
ment has often refused to negotiate 
with kidnappers but in some cases it 
has. The lack of firmness in tackling 
the offenders and the pursuit of a 


vague policy have led to more kid¬ 
nappings and abductions in vul* 
neraole areas. 

2. A prolonged d»ma of political 
kidnappings was witnessed in 
Andhra Pradesh where the Naxalites 
held an M.L.A. and some officials 
captive for over three weeks. Ul¬ 
timately, following persistent pres¬ 
sure, the authorioM yielded to the 
kidnappers' demands. The Govern¬ 
ment adopted a vacillating policy on 
January 31 when it rehura to ex¬ 
change three Jailed Naxalites for the 
hostages. However, four days later it 
invited the Naxalites to discuss the 
matter and agreed to negotiate. 

3. The Andhra Government's oc¬ 
casional surrender to blackmail was 
not surprising. Less than two years 
earlier it had heed four Naxalites in 
exchange for another kidnapped 
MLA. But Andhra Pradesh is not the 
oxUy State to have acted in this man¬ 
ner, Punjab, J A K and Assam have 
done so on many occasions. Every 
kidnapping that secures the release of 
their jailed colleagues encourages 
terrorists and Naxalites to kidnap 
others. In fact, taking hostages has 
become the latest ana most nfective 
weapon in their arsenal. 

4. There has been an increase in 
the cases of kidnapping in Delhi, 
Bombay and elsewhere. On April 27 
this year the Union Home Minister 
said the alleged involvement of 
police officials in the kidnapping of 
top businessmen and industrialists of 
Delhi would be investigated and 
strict action taken against those in¬ 
volved in settline the ransom for their 
release. Two Delhi businessmen, who 
had been kidnapped, were believed 
to have paid huge ransom for their 
release, though they denied that any 
money was paid to the kidnappers. 
One of them was believed to nave 
paid a ransom between Rs one rrore 
and Rs five croie for his release! 

5. The pity is that the 
Government's reaction depends on a 
case-to-case basis, depending on the 
climbdown of the kidnapped 

E arson's relatives. The case of a 
riion Minister who pressed the 
Kashmir Government to release three 
militants in exchange for his kid¬ 


napped brothei^in-law is well 
known. But when Punjab militants 
kidnapped Romanian diplomat. 
Liviu Mdu, the Centre refused to 
release the Jailed terrorists for his 
freedom. 

6. The responses of the USA and 
European countries when their n»r 
tlonalf abroad are taken hostage 
needs to be noted. These nations w 
not negotiate with terrorists as a mat* 
ter of policy. Certain Islamic groups 
had kept seven Americans and 14 
Europeans as hostages, some for as 
long as six years, but their govern¬ 
ments spurned offers of talks to 
secure their release. 

Arguments Against the view 

1. Each case of kidnapping is dif¬ 
ferent in some ways—the scope, the 
number of people involved, the . 
motivation and the circumstances in 
which the deed was done. A uniform 
Government policy on kidnappings 
is therefore neither desirable nor 
practicable. 

2. The tactics adopted by kidnap¬ 
pers are generally different. The mo¬ 
tive also differs from case to case; it 
may be political (to take revenge for a 
wrong supposedly done the 
administration's functionaries), or it 
may be a bid by militants to get one 
or more of their arrested courages 
released from jail or police custody or 
it may be for j^omoting an ideology, 
or as is often the case, it may be to 
extort a large amount of mon^ from | 
rich parents of a victim (in New Ddhi 
there have been several cases of 
children having been kidnapped to 
obtain a large ransom). 

3. If the Government adopts a 
uniform policy of refusing to pay any 
ransom, however serious the threat 
to the kidnapped person's life, it is 
unlikely to be followed by the 
parents of the victim who are selected 
on the basis of thdr wealth and other 
possessions. The very thought of get¬ 
ting their child killed by the kidnap¬ 
pers on the expiry of the deadline 
fixed for paying ransom is intolerable 
to the parents. The father and the 
mother go all out to collect the 
demanded ransom and pay it as 
directed, in order to get back their 
kidnapped child or other relation 
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alive. According to reports circulat¬ 
ing in Delhi and Bombay, in soihe 
cases lakhs of rupees have been paid 
to the kidnappers to persuade tnem 
to release the victim. 

4. In most cases the parents of the 
victim are warned by the kidnappers 
that if the police is informed about 
the place fixed for paying the ransom, 
or is given vital clues leading to their 
arrest, the kidnapped person would 
be killed or his Umbs cut off. The 
parents get frightened and act ac¬ 
cording to the directions of the 
culprits. So a governmental decision 
that no ransom should be paid and, 
instead, the police should be prompt¬ 
ly informed, is difficult to implement. 

5. It is true that some western 
governments have not carried out the 
wishes of the kidnappers and a few 
persons have remained hostages for 
years, but their cases are political and 
are exceptional. Pursuance of the 
belief that a firm policy would pay in 
the long run may cost precious lives. 
Kidnappers are desperate people. 
They are adept in black mailing rich 
people. The Italian Government was 
successful in pursuing a tough line; 
so also the US Government. But con¬ 
ditions in India are different, and so 
also the trends and attitudes of the 
people. 

Good News and Bad 
News 

Q. "Since newspapers are 
generally full of reports of murders, 
strife, warlike deeds, corruption and 
cruelties in many parts of ffie globe, 
people should avoid reading them if 
they do not wish to spoil their mood 
for the day." Do you accept this 
view? Give arguments For and 
Against it? 

Ans. BBC has just approved a good 
netos poliof. If may keep back the bad 
ones. Mark Jirnin once wrote to a friend: 
"/ have been reading the morning 
newspaper as I do every morning, well 
knowing that 1 shall find in it the usual 
depravities, baseness, hypocrisies and 
cruelties tlmt make up civilisation and 
cause me to put in the rest of the day 
pleading for the damnation of the human 
race." Some cynics and philosophers 
avoid reading newspapers because they 
do not wish to become pessimists and feel 
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sad for the entire day. One the cynics 
went so far as to condemn journalists for 
"destroying the truth, writing outright 
lies, ruining other people's reputations, 
preparing perverse stories and even sell¬ 
ing their conscience for earning some 
money. Some tvell-wi^ers of humanity 
therefore urge time and again that 
newspapers should publish only good 
news and heartening reports, and avoid 
displaying sensational and sad news in 
order to save the readers from dismal 
moods. But would that be fair? Would all 
the readers like such a policy? 

Arguments For the view 

1. Newspapers do, as a general 
practice, publish prominently reports 
of murders, kidnappings, accidents, 
fires, strife, wars, etc. TTiese reports 
often spoil the readers' mood for the 
day and develop a sense of pes¬ 
simism. If we do not read 
newspapers, we would .save oursel¬ 
ves from a tragic outlook on life. In¬ 
stead of condemning fellow men, 
denouncing the misdeeds of mur¬ 
derers, kidnappers and terrorists, 
they should have occasion to admire 
good and courageous people for their 
performances. 

2. Fed up with reports of dis¬ 
asters and motley nastiness, a 
Spanish journalist announced in 
mid-May this year the establishment 
of a news agency that would dis¬ 
tribute good news. He wants to con¬ 
vert the old aphorism "good news is 
no news" into the complete opposite. 
Consequently, even if a dog bites a 
man (and not the other way about), it 
would be treated as news. At present 
only a man biting a dog is treated as 
news—something out of the ordi¬ 
nary. 

3. The new approach to what is 
news, would indicate a positive at¬ 
titude towards life and keep the 
newspaper readers in good humour 
day in and day out. 

Arguments Against the view 

1. A newspaper is expected to 
give its readers all the news and not 
only good and cheering ones. In fact, 
a newspaper would be failing in its 
duty if it hides unpleasant happen¬ 
ings in the belief that they might hurt 
the sensitive sections of society. It 
would actually be leaving the readers 


ill-infbnned it would not provide a 
complete picture of natkrnal and in¬ 
terna tional events. Of course the 
criterion would be news value and 
the public interest. All the news that 
are fit to print should be included in 
a newspaper, subject to the 
availability of space. 

2. The wmld, and every society, is 
a mixture of good and evil. God 
created men and women, and oiur 
saints and sages have advised us to. 
be good human beings and avoid sins 
of all kinds. But sins, imtruth. false¬ 
hood, evil men and women 
criminals, thieves and other types of 
lawless elements, do exist in this 
world to make us aware of what the 
pitfalls and dangers are. We should I 
be aware of both sun and shade. 
Knowledge only of die bright, posi¬ 
tive side would leave an individual 
ignorant of all that exists around him. 
They are in fact faced with the harsh 
realities every .day and know of the 
turmoil in many areas. 

3. Accuracy and fair, unbiassed 
reports about all types of activity 
must be available to the readers. A 
one-sided newspaper would not be a 
newspaper in the real sense and not 
worth the price charged for it. It 
would be misleading the readers. 
Nor should newspapers become 
tools of monopolists and capitalists; 
they are supposed to serve society as 
a whole without prejudice and 
without keeping some types of news 
under a lid. Confidence of the readers 
is vital for success of every 
newspaper, and confidence would be 
lost if the newspaper publishes inac¬ 
curate, exaggerated or coloured 
reports. 

4. If a newspaper or journal tries 
to give a sensational touch to certain 
selected items, it would be misguid¬ 
ing its readers. Actually enltehtened 
readers themselves are good Judges 
of whether a newspaper is perform¬ 
ing its duty well ana faithfully. Ex¬ 
perience has shown that the trend to 
publish only "good" news or sensa¬ 
tional stories and play down the facts 
does not pay in the long run; the 
readers promptly switch over to 
aiujther newspaper that is complete 
and presents weu-balanced news and 
soum views. 


Descriptive Questions 


Filnv ^olence and Crime 

' Q. "Violence in filins is one of 
the reasons for increasing crime in 
the society." Give two arguments in 
favour and two arguments against 
the given statement. 

Arguments in favour of the 
statement 

1. Who can dare deny the all-per- 
vasive fact that all visual arts, special¬ 
ly the films and television, have 
aff^ted human psyche in more than 
one way? Fnnn the golden eras of 
Romance (fifties), and Musicals (six¬ 
ties), Indian fUms started sinking into 
the depiction of sporadic violence as 
a powerful m^ns of creating action- 
packed scenes. Crime thrillers be¬ 
came the rage and craze of all 
age-groups and with no.-holds- 
barred, depiction of violence on the 
cinema screen began to exercise the 
most exciting impact on the minds of 
him viewers. The world of crime and 
violence became the most popular 
coin of seventies and eighties, with 
the result that those sitting on the 
fence, fascinated and fooled by the 
crime thrillers, took to crime as 
luturally as a fish takes to water. And 
thus, the cult of crime received its 
new converts. 

2. The origin of many real life 
murders and assassinations can be 
traced to films. One of the recent inci¬ 
dents of hijacking of an Indian Aii^ 
lines plane by a militant was a cold 
and cakula^ replay of a similar 
scene shown in an American film. 
How films can subvert human in¬ 
genuity is there for all to see and 
shudder! If die crime graph has been 
going up in the civilised societies, one 
^ the potent reasons of this sordid 
state of affairs is the films. 

AigunMnts against the statement 

1. To single out films for the in¬ 
creasing crime in society is a 


deliberate travesty of ground 
realities. In foct, it is the broken 
homes, neglected childhood, drug 
addiction, mushrooming of slums, 
etc that breed and bolster crime. Of 
course, films are coining handy to be 
blamed for everything going wrong 
in and around our n^eu. Political 
patronage, lack of ideals among our 
youth, absence of moderation and 
above all a rat race for excess of 
everything in life, are some of the ex¬ 
plosive causes for all-round decay in 
morals and the resultant crime. 

2. With weapons of mass killing 
easily available, it is but natural that 
crime graph should go up. For crimes 
like insurgency, militancy, terrorism, 
et al, we shall have to look for causes 
of these ugly scars, not in the film- 
world but elsewhere, because the 
needle of suspicion points towards 
anger and alienation and not towards 
the make-believe world of films. So 
long as the basic reasons of people's 
frustration are not removed, escala¬ 
tion in crime shall haunt us. 

Checking atrocities on 
Women 

Q. Suggest three effective 
measures to check atrocities com¬ 
mitted on women. Explain how the 
measures being suggested by you 
would be helpfuL 

Ans. Women constitute nearly 
half of world's population, still they 
are subjected to all types of indig¬ 
nities and atrocities. Although their 
condition and status have changed 
for the better in the West, they con¬ 
tinue to remain a suffering lot in most 
parts of tite Third World. Just as a 
swallow does not make a stimmer, 
similarly a woman becoming the 
Prime hfinistm’ or the President of a 
country does not necessarily mean 
any substantial improvement in their 
sodal, economic or political standing 


in the context of that particular t 
country. In ttie words of Gerttia^ l^ 
Greer "In the Indian ethos cowa 
womoi enjoy similar status in 
bodi are worshipped and berth 
to be worked to death." Biide-bt^^'|i 
ing, wife-beating aitd woman-baajt^ 't. 
ing as also the convenient targets ^ - 
discrimination and victimisatiofli«;:t 
women, particularly rural wtnnen^ 
put up with sub-hunum existence aU'<> 
their lives, without murmur or any 
expression of protest. These aberra^ 
Hons can be checked if the following 
measures are taken in all seriousness. ’' 

1. Sane and enlightened 
male/female members from fiuniliee- .’; 
should be approached and moHvated.' 
to pick up cudgels on behalf of suffer- . 
ing women. They should be per¬ 
suaded to actively involve;! 
themselves in bettering the status of 
women. The age-old attitude, to treat .| 
women as commodities or articles (rt | 
utility, should be foi^ht tooth and , 
nail. Polity should Ira given to the ': 
educaHon (rt women at aU levels. 

2. Women organisations should 

create public awareness among ttidr < 
own species to show utmost care, 
concern and consideraHon towards ^ 
their less fortunate counterparts. It 
has been observed, quite often, that in ; 
most cases of atrodttes on women, it ; 
is the female herself (mother-in-law 
or sister-in-law or both) who be- ■ 
comes the prime instrument of ^ ? 
treatment. Prejudices against the', ‘ 
female diild will have to Ira removed " , 
and no excuses tolerated to use 
women as objects of ixuile angm* or '' 
chauvinism. ; 

3. In order, to check eve-teasing or 
other forms of harrowing harassment, ;; 
of women in offices and public 
places, flying squads, comprising 
both uniformed and plain-clothed ; 
women constables, should be con-^ !i 
sHtuted qt all levels of district ad-. 
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I ministration. Reported cases of all 
I ’ types of atrocities against women 
, \wll have to be immediately inves- 
! tigated by a superior officer and the 
guilty punished by special courts 
» without any wilful loss of time or dis* 
appearance of eye-witnesses. A Com¬ 
mission, like the National 
Commission for women, can plav a 
. pivotai role in combating the rismg 
trend of atrocities and indignities on 
women. An extensive use of print 
and electronic media can also be 
made to highlight and fight this 
degrading metuice. In one word, it is 
the women themselves who have to 
come forward and pick up the 
gauntlet to assert their tights. 

Money, muscle power and 
elections 

Q. Some people feel that elec¬ 
tions these days have become a 
game of money and muscle power. 
Give your views on the above state¬ 
ment. To substantiate your views 
give instances/examplcs from your 
own experience, reading and 
knowledge. 

Aim. In whatever way or direc¬ 
tion we may look at the political 
health of the countries of the sub-con¬ 
tinent—India, Pakistan and 

Bangladesh—the similarities of their 
political culture are quite striking 
i and coiMpicuous. Conunercialisation 
; of politics or even criminalisation of 
politics has become, more or less, the 
order of the day. Nearer home, distor¬ 
tions in the political climate are high¬ 
ly disturbing because the Indian 
polity has come to live with the ped¬ 
lars of political power and prac¬ 
titioners of political game, where 
"everything is fair in elections". The 
following facts vividly show how our 
electoral system has been caught in 
the cross-fire of politicking and 
populism. 

1. Despite the best intentions of 
the Founding Fathers of the Indian 
CoiMtitution, elections in India are no 
longer a true barometer of people's 
power or a genuine expression of 
their choice. They are an open 
manifestation of money, muscle and 


mafia power. Some of the elected rep¬ 
resentatives suffer horn the stigma of 
I many criminal cases pending against 
or haunting them, ^me have even 
been detail under TADA for thdr 
alleged association with anti-national 
activities. The role of the under¬ 
world lords, in propping up some of 
the candidates or meir croides, and 
the strong-arm methods used by 
them for Uieir electoral victories, is a 
sad commentary on our claim of 'hee 
and fair elections'. 

2. In theory, all Indians enjoy 
equal rights as far as contesting the 
electioits is concerned. But in reality it 
is the moneyed people, supported by 
brawn, who cany the day and twist 
the electoral process to their ad¬ 
vantage. When such is the ugly face 
of the game there is no point in berat¬ 
ing and belittling the concepts of 
mobocracy or plutocracy. 

3. A casual look at the financial 
condition of those adept in the art of 
fighting elections and winning them 
too, by fair or foul means, would 
bring out a startling swing in their 
fortunes, before and after their vic¬ 
tory in elections. VVfinning an election 
on a ruling party ticket tantamounts 
to hitting a jackpot. With money and 
muscle power, some successful 
'public servants' (politicians) raise 
private armies, equipped with the 
most lethal weapons, to be used to 
intimidate, coerce or even prevent 
voters from exercising their constitu¬ 
tional right of voting. Some even go 
to the extent of resorting to rigging, 
booth capturing, snatching of ballot 
boxes, shoot-outs, etc. With the result, 
many precious lives are lost and the 
entire electoral process counter¬ 
manded. 

Living as long as one 
wishes 

Q. "If human beings can live as 
long as they wish." Give three pos¬ 
sible consequences if such a thing 
happens. 

Ans. We should welcome the in¬ 
creasing span of life due to better 
medical facilities, nutritious food and 
improved standards of living, but the 


prolongation of life due to the fulfil¬ 
ment of a human wish or as a result 
of some super-natural power, is 
fraught with dangerous develop¬ 
ments. The conseauences of "living 
as long as human beings wish" may 
be too fearful to be comprehended or 
contemplated now. 

1. The discretion to live as long u 
one wishes, would mean an ^n in¬ 
terference in the domain of God. In 
such a situation, the {^ord Yarns 
(Death) will have to act according to 
the wishes or whims of human 
beings. Of course, the granting of 
such a wish may prove a boon for 
those who suffer from some in¬ 
curable disease. In a world where the 
practice of Euthanasia (mercy killing) 
is still an anathema, the wish to live 
as long as the 'going is good' and to 
die when the going becomes in¬ 
tolerable, may prove a blessing in dis¬ 
guise in foture. Put acting against the 
will of God can also backfire or 
boomerang in the form of some 
colossal calamity or catastrophe 
which may mean an endless suffer¬ 
ing or a state of coma for most 
human beings. 

2. With very few persons wishing 
to die on the pre-destined moment, 
more and more p>eople would join the 
expanding ranlM of the old and the 
aged putting a heavy strain on the 
resources of the family, society and 
the country. Nobody welcomes death 
but without the stroke of death, 
sanctity of life would lose mtich of its 
charm and relevance. With miUions 
and millions people all over, earth 
would become a veritable hell, rid¬ 
dled with crisis and chaos of un¬ 
bearable dimensions. 

3. The perpetuation of life ac¬ 
cording to human wish may provoke 
gods to unleash a deluge of u]:q>re- 
dictable sorrows for which human 
beings may have to regret later on. 
When people keep growing beyond 
natural norms, even mother earth 
will refuse to provide food, shelter 
and other essentials. Then the 
wish to taste the forbidden fruit of 
'living as long as one wishes' will 
become a noose round the neck of 
humanity. 
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First Ever Impeachment 

O N May 11 the country witnessed an unprecedented 
impeachment when a sitting judge of the Supreme 
Court, Mr V. Ramaswami, who hiad been much in the 
news for many months, was hauled up in the Lok Sabha 
following an opposition-sponsored motion. The motion 
ultimately fail^ for want of the requisite majority be¬ 
cause the Congress decided to abstain from voting. There 
were 196 votes in favour, none against and 205 absten¬ 
tions. 

A Congress spokesman explained that the party 
abstained in the “interest of fairness, objectivity and 
caution" as it felt the penalty of removal by impeadfiment 
was “excessive and disproportionate to the acts on the 
part of Justice Ramaswami and that Parliament should 
avoid this extreme step". 

The impeachment process against Mr Ramaswami on 
various charges of financial misconduct during his tenure 
as Chief Justice of the I*unjab and Haryana High Court 
between 1987 aiul 1989 thus came to an end. 

The threerjudge committee of Supreme Court which 
was appointed to enquire into file charges was forthright 
in ite conclusion and recorded how Justice Ramaswami 
"misused'' his offidal authority in a “habitual and wilful 
maimer". The committee found him guilty of "moral 
turpitude" and considered him "unfit" for any judicial 
appointment. 

Opposition parties sevoely criticised the Congress 
for al»taining dimng the voting on the Impeachment 
motion and si^ it was "a blow to the moral standards of 
our polity". The Janata Dal leader, Mr George Fernandes, 
said the Congress had "unmasked and shown Itself as a 
party of corruption". 


Ramatwami Resigns; After having escaped imp^ 
ment with the support of the Congress, Mr Justiqt;! 
Ramaswami on May 14 aimoimced his dedaion to 
from the judgeship before July 12 when the Court redj^ 
after the summer vacations. In a statement, signed U 
secretary, he said he would send his resig^tion ta l$ 
President of India. 

The statement said: "The defeat of the impeachmci 
motion against me in the Lok Sabha has vhidicited 
stand, and safeguarded, for the future, fearless and in^ 
pendent judges from scurrilous attacks and calumn)' 
motivate persons. Having achieved this, 1 have iieldliil 
the desire nor the inclination to serve on ^e court." 


T.N, Sheshan Controversy 

W HILE the impeachment move, followed by resigiiill' 
tion, of Mr Justice Ramaswa^ brought to an 
one major issue, another case of arrogant bwhaviour 


highly placed dignitary. Chief Blecticm CommlaalM^ll 
T.N. ShMhan, has been attracting much attention in 
months. In view of the excessive use of powers by hh^l 
some political parties have even demanded his impeac^n. 
ment. Many M.P.S have pointed out that the CEC is not thill; 
"supreme authority" above the Constitution. He 
clearly exceeded his brief by "arbitrarily" cancelling elid;r| 
tions and delaying the dectoral process for filling vacaa^^ 
cies in ParPament and the various State Assemblies. . u 

'fw 

The CEC has also got into conflict over the appohii^f 
ment of Chief Elector^ Officers in the various 
especially West Bengal and Bihar, insisting that the . 
must have the last word in the matter. Mr Sheshan al^s 
Insists that he should have exclusive disciplinary juilsdtCkjl 
tion over State government officials draft^ by the EC 
election duty. This is strongly contested by Central ahdii.j 
State officials, including the Cabinet Secretary. Vetetaiii.4 
affirm that never before has the office of file CEC be^tl 
embroiled in such controversies. 

'■t 

President's Rule in Four 
States 1 

T he statutory resolutions for extension of President^i| 
rule for another six months in UP, Madhya Pradesh,! 
Rajasthan and Himachal got parliamentary approval Oh| 
May 13, with the Rajya Sabha passing them amid a;; 
walkout by the BJP. The resolutions were earlier passed by f 

the Lok Sifoha. l^er of live Opposition Sikandar BakhtT^ 

• * f» 

- 
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considered undemocratic the Centre's action 
dismissing the elected BJP govemmaits in the four 
I: Stttes and imposing President's rule there. Home Mini- 
|Hter S.B. Chavan alleged certain parties were using 
^/religion for their political ends. This had to be stopped 
l^ before elections were held in these States. President's rule 
f in the four States was extended by six months through 
I Parliament's approval in May. 

t The makers of the Constitution, while suggesting that 

£ Article 356 be used rarely, had perhaps not visualised that 
the country would be faced with a situation where votes 
I' would be sought on the basis of religion. The Government 
Wanted to prevent mixing of religion with politics. 

14 M.P.S Disqualified 

^ A PPLYING the Anti^efection law once again in a long 
I';Zmawaited decision on June 1, the Lok Sabha Speaker 
« disqualified four Janata 1^1 monbers of Parliament while 
i>Vgiving official recognition to the Ajit Singh group as a 
k separate entity. This faction now has 16 members. Shortly 
^ after the Speaker announced his 117’page judgement, Mr 
':^.Ajit Singh said that he would seek legal opinion on the 
Vd^ualffication of the four MPs and would move the 
Supreme Court against it. 

i). In his ruling against the four MI^, the Speaker said 
‘ that they had defied the party whip. He, however, 
t clarified that the political parties had no right to expel 
I members from the legislative party. 

Sbi • 

I ' ' The Speaker dismissed petitions by Mr V.P. Singh and 
Mr Srikant Jena, JD leaders, stating that the constitutional 
I status of a member inside the legislature could not be 
i token away by expulsion from a political party. The 
{ ^)eaker ruled that all the defecting members were sitting 
I members of the Lok Sabha on August 7,1992, the day they 
I separated, and therefore the faction members were one- 
i ffiird of the 59-member Janata Dal parliamentary party. 
■; He referred to the flaws in the Anti-defection law and 
, stressed die need for removing the loopholes which had 
^ been exploited by certain political parties. The aim of 
\ curbing uitprincipled defections has not been fully 
achieved. 

Congress setbacks in 
; by-elections 

M uch to the satisfaction of the BJP—the second 
largest political party in the country—the Congress 
suffered major setback in the by-elections to the two Lok 
{Sabha and 16 Assembly constituencies held on May 19. 

? The elections were spread over seven States—from Punjab 
ci in the north to Karnataka in the south, and Orissa in the 
I «ast to Gujarat in the \>^t. 

i Hie Congress scored a notable victory in die Lok 
Sabha poll from Jalandhar where its nominee, Mr Umrao 
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Singh, a Punjab Minister, won by a diumping margin of 
over one lakh votes over, his nearest Ateli Dai (Badal) 
rival. It was a big boost to Chief Minister Beant Singh and 
a defeat for the Akalis. But the Patna Lok Sabha seat was 
won by the Janata Dal candidate with a big margin of 130 
lakh votes over his nearest BJP rival The Congress was 
nowh«e in the picture. 

Of die 16 Assembly by-dections, the most significant 
results have been from Gujarat where six seats were at 
stake. Of these, the BJP won four and the CiHigress two. 
The BJP wrested two seats from the Congress. In Andhra 
Pradesh, the Congress lost the by-elections from both 
Kaikalur and Kovur to the Telugu Desam. 

In Narwana (Haryana) the former Chid Minister, Mr 
Om Prakash Chautala (SJP), won the election comfortably, 
with a margin of 18,955 votes, wresting the seat from the 
Congress. 

The Hindol seat m Orissa was retained by the Janata 
Dal which retained the Garwa seat in Bihar too. The CPI 
retained the Goh Assembly seat in Bihar. In Karnataka, the 
Congress retained the Yelahanka seat, though by a narrow 
margin. 

« 

The Congress won only three Assembly seats, the BJP 
secured four, the Janata Dal and the TDP two seats each, 
while the SJP, CPI and the Bharatiya Republican Party 
(Ambedkar) Ixigged one seat each. 

Setifock to Gujarat CM.: The victory of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party in four of the six Assembly constituencies in 
Gujarat sent shock waves among senior State Congress 
leaders. The signals are loud and clear, that the decline of 
the party, which began during the last Lok Sabha and 
Assembly elections, could not be prevented despite heavy 
expenditure on the campaign and even after the merger of 
the Janata Dal (G) of the Chief Minister, Mr Chimanbhai 
Patel, with the Congress. On the contrary, the Congress 
has suffered a setback after the meiger and the stock of the 
BJP has steadily gone up. The C.M. had made it a prestige 
issue in a bid to prove that he alone could save the party 
from further humiliation. 

Poll malpractices: As usual, several poll practices 
were reported in the by-elections. The Election Commis¬ 
sion ordered repoll in 75 polling stations in the Patna Lok 
Sabha constituency. In a statement on May 21 the Com¬ 
mission said there were "large-scale allegations of booth¬ 
capturing, intimidation, violence and rigging in the Patna 
by-election. 

India's Pledge to Soviet 
Republics 

P RIME Minister Narasimha Rao pai4 a visit to two 
Central Asian Republics, Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan 
(May 21 to 25). India granted additional 10 millicm do&ats 
credit to each of them for promoting joint ventures. India 




has expressed willingTiess to participate ina conference on 
security and confidence-building m Asia if "detailed and 
concrete" fnoposals are wcffked out. Though all countries 
wanted peace, no country could decide to work on 
"blanket proposals", Mr Rao said. 

India and Uzbekistan on May 24 agreed to strive for a 
nuclear weapon-free world and signed agreements for 
mutual cooperation in trade. These include a 10-year 
friendship treaty "on the principles of inter-State relations 
and bilateral cooperation". The two nations resolved to 
strive for a non-violent world and promote "bilateral 
cooperation for peace and intemation^ security, globally 
and in Asia". 

Apart from the treaty and the credit agreement, the 
two sides signed documents on trade for 1993, air services 
and science and technology and tourism. The friendship 
treaty sets the firameworic for development of "multi¬ 
faceted and mutually beneficial cooperation" and is auto¬ 
matically extendable for another 10 years unless either 
side desires to terminate it six months in advance. The 10 
million dollar credit would mainly be for import of capital 
goods, project exports and services from India. The 
friendship treaty states that the relations will be governed 
by respect for each other's independence, sovereignty, 
territorial integrity, inviolability erf their existing borers 
and non-interference in each other's internal affairs. The 
treaty also binds the two parties down to refraining from 
participating or supporting any action directed against 
one of them. 

CPM Sweeps West Bengal 
Polls 

C ONFORMING to expectations, the CPM scored a 
landslide victory in the West Bengal panchayat elec¬ 
tions held in the last week of May. The Congress came 
second, and the BJP emerged as the third force. The CPM 
alone bagged 8957 of the 15,162 seats in gram panchayats. 
The Forward Bloc secured 292 seats, followed by RSP— 
242 and CPI—^205. The opposition Congress got 4139 seats 
in gram panchayats while the BJP bagged ^2 seats. The 
Independents, including the Jharkhand Party, secured 544 


The CPM has maintained its undisputed supremacy 
in the countryside but its influence in the urban areas 
declined somewhat, as the results of elections to 15 
municipalities indicate The CPM, which used to control 
10 of the 15 municipalities, has won only seven this time, 
losing two to the Congress and one to the BJP. The Con¬ 
gress, which used to run four of the 15 municipalities has 
won five. The BJP claimed that in the event cf a strai^t 
fight, the BJP was capable of defeating the Marxists. He 
described the BJFs poll success in West Bengal as "the 
beginning ot the end of the Marxist rule". 

A significant aspect of the polling was the large-scale 


participation of womai. Reservation of'one-titirdxrf 
seats for them creat«l a new wave of enthusiasm 
village women who came forward to take put in the 
administration. 

The Marxists, who have been in power for abo^ 
years, have done a lot for the people and also instillei^ 
sense of self-respect among mem. Altogether, 1 
candidates, including 60,630 women, vi^ for 61,010 
in gram panchayats, while 30315 aspirants, 

93^3 women, were in the fray for 9,453 seats in 
panchayat samities. In the gram panchayats, 1,716 
didates belonging to different parties were elect^ 
posed, while the number of candidates el 
uncontested to tire panchayat samities was 913. 

Indo-UK Extradition Treaty 

T he Indo-British Extradition Treaty, signed in 
1992 between the two coimtries as an e&ctive i 
ment to combat terrorism, is expected to be ratified by 
House of Commons during the current session of 
British Puliament. The treaty would enable the 
to proceed with the implementation of thie im^ 
instrument to combat terrorism in aO its manifestatioilg,\vl| 


The two countries had also signed an agreement OKfi' 
confiscation, on a reciprocal basis, of the assets of 
found guilty of funding terrorism and drug trafficking|if|i 
either country. British Home Secretary I^nnetii Chulgilj 
recalled the excellent cooperation between the 
countries in combating the threat posed to democra^li^ 
terrorists and reitera^ the John Major Govenunurf^^, 
resolve to cooperate with India in its fight against t^| 
rorism. , , 

Some Tory and Labour MPs, however, have lent : 
port to the Kashmiri sepuatist groups opposing the e^^^' 
tradition treaty. But they are likely to be outimmbered by,| 
the large Tory and Labour members supporting tire Indiilt}^ 
viewpoint on terrorism. Mr Cluke wdeom^ the stepa..'^ 
taken by the Indian Government to set up an independent ^ 
National Human Rights Commission and to initiate cCrf^ | 
tacts with institutions like die Amnesty International.. ‘ I 

UAE to help fight terrorism: The United Aralji;;; 
Emirates has assui^ India of its fuU cooperation ai^>j 
support in combating terrorism in the country. The a#i| 
surance was given by the UAE Minister of State. 
Foreign Affairs to the visiting Indian Minister of Statefolff' 
External Affairs, Mr R.L. Bhatia, at the official-level tann^'l 
at Abu Dhabi on May 24. Both sides expressed deep cot^f 
cem over tire increase in international terrorism and fuf’f^ 
damentalist activities which, they felt, posed a danger 
only to the State concerned but also to the region as i'| 
whole. Witiiout naming any country, the two lexers 
viewed with concern the spuri In State-sponsored far* V 
rorism in certain countries. They were of tire qpinion titaf' 
all attempts should be made to curb and control tMn';' 
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|.m«nace. Indirectly referring to the OIC stand on Kashmir, 
I the Indian Minister told his host that certain countries 
I were helping anti-secular forces and fundamentalism. 

[u.S. Offers to Intervene in 
IJ & K 

T he U.S., in a bid to establish itself as an influential 
power in the region and to establish a foothold here, 
^ has again offered to help in settling the Kashmir issue. 
^ This time the offer has come through Mr John Malott, 
j principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for South 
^ Asian Affairs, who visited India and Pakistan in the third 
fi week of May. In Delhi on May 19 he assured that the U.S. 
I is serious about taking advantage of the changed environ- 
; mcnt surrounding lndo*US relations to make real 
; progress. With the decline of super-power conflict, the US 
i and India can now do away vdth the stereotypes of the 
’ past 

i 

In South Asia the Clinton administration has the fbl- 
^ lowing objectives: achieving reglottal stability and nuclear 
^ non-proliferation, promoting democracy and respect for 
' htiman rights, encouraging economic r^rm and obtain- 
I ing greater access for US trade and investment. The 
I piimary interest of the Clinton administration in South 
^ Asia is to reduce tensions and prevent a war between 
’ India and Pakistan. The US will pursue an even-handed 
i approadt with India and Pakistan. 'There will be no 'tilP 
in our policy towards any country", Mr Malott clarified. 

In order to break the cycle of violence in Kashmir, both 
India and Pakistan must act, Mr Malott said. "There have 
been credible reports that Pakistan is providing official 
. support to some of the militants. We have raised this 
■nuktter continuously at the highest levels of the Govern¬ 
ment of Pakistan and are kmping tire situation under 
active review. India must take steps to curb the abuses by 
its security forces makii\g them strictly accoimtable. We 
also urge genuine access to Kashmir for human rights 
groups", he said. India should pursue a meaidngful 
dialogue with the militants, without allowing them to 
take the upper hand, he said. 


There are three basic piindpies that govern the US 
I' position on Kashmir: First, the US considers all of Kash- 
mir to be disputed territory on both sides of the Line of 
Control. Second, the issue should be settled peacefully 
^, between India and Pakistan. Third, the United States is 
i. prepared to be helpful in this process; it is prepared to 
I "push, prod, cajole and encourage both countries to move 
^1' beyond rhetoric to detente." India has rejected the U.S. 
offer. 

I U.S. Officer in Valley: A senior US State Department 
I officer visited the Kashn^ Valley towards the end of May 
I to study the situation for the proposed declaration of 
I Pakistan as a terrorist State. The U.S. has so far deferred a 
decision in the matter. The officer was Ms Robin Raphal, 


Assistant Secretary-Designate for South Asia. She held 
detailed discussions with the State Governor, Gen K.V. 
Krishim Rao, and other senior government officers, on the 
militancy related situation in Kashmir. 

She met public representatives and her "other 
contacts" for an objective assessment of the situation. 

Meanwhile, a team of representative of the PUCL 
(People's Union for Qvil Liberfies) and CFD (Citizens for 
Democracy), headed by Justice Rajinder Sachchar, padd a 
five-day fact-finding visit to assess the state of human 
rights in Kashmir. The human rights activists met officials, 
secessionist leaders and members of the public.' 

Move for J & K Polls by 
November 

C onflicting reporfe have been poutiitg in about the 
situation in Kastoir Valley. One report says there is 
hardly any Improvement in law and order in the area. 
Another report indicates that the Union Government is 
making serious efforts to hold Assembly elections by Oc- 
tober-November this year. The ability of the security for¬ 
ces to bring the secessiorUst forces utider control is crucial 
to these efforts since a large section of the people would 
otherwise refuse to turn out to vote out of fear of the 
terrorists' guru. 

A low turn-out in the election would prove to be 
coimter-productive since this could be interpreted as a 
plebiscite in reverse, providing the secessioidsts with a 
major propaganda victory. However, if the security forces 
are able to turn the tide against the militancy in the Vall^, 
an election in October-November would not only prove to 
be a major turning point in the battle to win teck the 
hearts and minds of the people but would also provide 
India with a significant «in in both natioiud and internal 
arenas. The people womd like to have free and fair poll, 
and a popular government capable of addressing &eir 
day-to-day nee^ and aspirations. This view is the result 
of extensive tours undertaken by the Minister of State for 
Home, Mr Rajesh PUot, J fe K Governor Cfen Krishna Rao, 
and oAers. 

Reluctant to talk to the visiting digititaries at first, the 
conunon people have been persuaded to air their grievan¬ 
ces much of which relate to the lack of employment oppor¬ 
tunities, the devastation caused to agri^ture by fi^s 
and odier natural disasters, the lack of development in¬ 
vestment in the valley and, above all, the genml air of 
fear and imcertainty arising out of years of civil strife. 

^No Talks' with Pak on 
Kashmir 

A ffirming its well-known staiul tSt Kashmir, the 
Government of India asserted on May 29 that "there 
is no question" of holding any tripartite talks with Pakis- 
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tan or aUowii^ any outside mediation on dieissue. Stat* 
ing that then could be no compromise on the westion of 
ICashmir's accession to bidia, the Minister ol State for 
External Affairs, Mr Salman Khursheed, said however. 
'The doors an always open (for talks) for any section 
within Kashmir for the resolution of the tangle iWthin the 
country's constitutional framework." 

Responding to the claims made by a pro-^itant 
leader, Prof Abdul Ghani, that "India had burnt all 
bridges with Kashmir and that its hold on the State was 
fra^e", the mirdster asserted that then was no pos* 
sibility, now or ever, of Kashmir bnaklng away horn the 
mainland. 

The Centn planned a major initiative for the State, 
which would include beefing of security, stepping up 
the pace of development and bringing about a psycholo^- 
cal change in the outlook of the administration. The 
Centn h^ prepared a substantive economic package for 
the State and it was waiting for a suitable situation to 
develop to implement it. The Government nfuted reports 
that the State had been handed over to the army and that 
militants had been able to carve out "liberated zones" in 
parts of the Valley. 

Rao Hails Sharif's Return: The Prime Ministo', Mr 
P.V. Narasimha Rao on May 27 welcomed the relnstalla- 
tlon of Mr Nawaz Sharif as^Prime MLnister of Pakistan, 
describing it as a "notable araertlon of the rule of law". In 
a congratulatory message to Mr Sharif, Mr Rao said, "we 
believe that democracy provides foe most reliable basis 
for cooperation and friendship between our two 
countries." He hoped that together with Mr Sharif they 
could work towards cstabllsning harmonious and ten¬ 
sion-free relations. 

ISFs new Plan to Dismpt 
Kashmir 

M ore trouble is likely in Kashmir Valley in the com¬ 
ing weeks. Pakistan's Inter-Services Intelligence 
GSI) has plaiuied to infiltrate foe A%han Mujahideen and 
some of its own nationals to try and intensify subversive 
activities in foe Kashmir Valley where the senility forces 
are reportedly gaining>the upper hand. 

According to official sources, foe Pakistani plan was 
uncovered from the information given by arrested 
militants and also by foe foct that two SI agents were 
killed in encounters in the Valley in the third week of May. 
Pakistan had a double motive in sending out foe terrorists. 
It wanted to remove them from its soil to escape being 
declared a terrorist Stete by foe US. and also to step up 
violence in the Valley after the Kashmiri militants seemed 
to be losing out to Indian security forces and faced a 
sagging morale. 

The milifants have sufiered heavy casualties since 


April; 190 militants have been kllisd in encounters, neaii^i 
30 on the Line of Control and over 550 arrested. 
Kashmiri miUtanto are sore that they have now be<#1 
pushed into a comer. Ihe local people, who were hd»l^.i 
the security force by providing specific Information aKi^ 
militants, resent their land tu^ng into a battlefield 
foreign natioiuds enterii^ it with the aim of wanic 
destmction. ' 

A militant arrested recently revealed that some 
ghan and Sudanese terrorists have sneaked into the 
ley. Reliable reports received foom across foe bofd^;. 
confirm that Paxistan is sending Afghan and Sudani. 
terrorlsis to Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Bostda and sof^^ 
other countries. It is clearing its soil of these militan^i^ 
whom it nurtured all these years, to remove any evider^; 
of it promotlitg terrorism and thereby inviting action 
the international conununity. Some 10,000 to 15,000 te^; 
rorists would be leaving Pakistan soon for various dei^. 
tinations, the sources said. 

Pak N-Missile for Delhi Hit? | 

S tudies by Indian space scientists show that Pakiateit;^ 
is developing three nuclear missiles with the hdp ol’l 
France and ufiU^ng French rocket technology. (Dne 'oLi; 
these missiles is stat^ to be designed to hit Ddhi wifo.ei;. | 
500 kg nudear warhead from deep inside Pak territory, 

S. Clundrashekhar of the Indian Space Research 
gaidsation (ISRO), Bangalore, says the three missiltfi 
under development are: HatM, Hatf>2 and Hatf-3 (Tongli^i 
800 km). , , 

The study, published in foe American magazine "1^ ft 
slle Monitor", says the major threats to India are fira^'^ 
Hatf.2 and 3 missiles. The Hatf-2 cannot reach Delhi 
a nuclearwarhead. However, it can do so with a conve^% 
tional warhead weighing between 300 to 400 kg. 
single stage Hatf-1, already flight-tested, has a range 
about 60 km. When foe technology was transferr^ by^H 
France, it was well within the compliance limits imposed 
by foe Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) in-; 
itiated by foe world's seven most industrialised countriea.; 
The MTCR prohibits transfer of technology for missiles 
with ranges more than 300 km and maximum payload of. T 
500 kg. . :.5j 

India and Israel : Closer Links’ i 

F ollowing Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Pem.';|': 

visit to Delhi on May 17-18 the relations between India 
and Israel have been strengthened. Both countries have* 
agreed to promote cooperation in economic and ofoOT ;i 
spheres. Special emphasis was laid on coopa-ation in 
agriculture in .which India can leant much. Mr Peres was 
tlw first Israeli leader to visit this country officially. He led X 
a 30-member delegation. Four accords relating to tourism, I" 
aviation, technology and culture, and two memoranda of 
understanding on economic cooperation and estab-1 
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^idunent of a itwchanism for periodic consultations at the 
P^teign Office level were signed. 

I ’ Israel has been keen on strengthening ties with India 
;’ftlnce the two countries established full diplomatic rela* 
'tions in 1992. During his recent visit to Israel, Foreign 
{Secretary J.N. Dixit had talks with various leaders and 
i'ofBcials on possible areas of cooperation, including 
|dryland farming.The Maharashtra Chief Minister visited 
/Israel. 

^ India has been associated with the multilateral West 
^•Asian peace process and is a member of the five sub-com- 
Dlittees. Israel has been attaching importance to this as- 
tsodation in view of the useful role India could play 
because of its relations with the Arabs. 

Anti-dowry Law Ineffective 

T he latest reports show that the evil of dowry, with its 
usual consequences, continues largely because the 
flaws in the relevant legislation remain. The 
Government's promises to amend the laws remain unful¬ 
filled. The Government was to have amended the Dowry 
Prohibition Act, 1961, during the budget session, as the 
Union Minister for Human Resource Development, had 
told the Lok Sabha some time ago. But the needful has not 
been done. The law was last amended in 1986. 

The Department of Women and Child Welfare had 
also talked about reviewing the DPA, the Commission of 
Sati (Prevention) Act, the Indecent Representation of 
Wbmen (Prohibition) Act and promised that the related 
amendments would be made "soon". The position 
remains as it was. Recently the National Commission for 
Women prepared proposab for amending the law after six 
months of consultations with MPs, non-govemment or¬ 
ganisations, women activists and legal experts. 

Meanwhile dowry deaths have increased. As many as 
1,382 dowry deaths were reported during 1992 as against 
1,236 deaths during the previous year. 

According to the Conunission for Women, there is not 
a single case to show that the Anti-dowry Act has been 
Utilised i.e., to "prohibit" giving and taking dowry. The 
police do not take much interest in the matter. 

New Kick-back Deal? 

S OME critics made allegations of substantial Bofors- 
style kickbacks in the oil transaction between Russia 
and India (they quoted sources in support of their conten¬ 
tion), including a report submitted to the Russian Parlia¬ 
ment, titled "Scale of Corruption in the higher echelons of 
State power". A U.fC-based businessman, Nirmal Sethia, 
Was stated to be involved. But the Union Mirustry of 
Petroleum on May 13 discounted such reports. The im¬ 
ported quantity was far too small. Russia had supplied 
,6nly 0.212 million tonnes last year which was valued at $ 
27.% million against four million tonnes provided for in 
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the bilateral trade protocol. Thb was bought at an "inter¬ 
nationally accepted" price under the Indo-Russian TYade 
Protocol and the money was paid in accordance with the 
Reserve Bank of India guidelines. 

The Government spokesman pointed out: "We have 
not paid a penny more (than was required) and I have no 
reason for concern." The Russian authorities had ordered 
an inquiry and India would extend full cooperation in 
case they sought it. 

Custodial deaths 

T he Union Government is feeling concerned over the 
continuation of custodial deaths all over the country. 
These were described by the Union Home Minbter on 
May 13 as unpardonable and a veiy serious matter. He 
urged police chiefe to give this matter full attention and 
enjoinWl on all investigating officers to avoid use of third- 
degree methods in investigation of crime. 

The police could no longer work in an isobted man¬ 
ner; it had to take note of the emerging social, economic 
and political realities and react to ffiem in a professional 
manner. "With the increasing consciousness of human 
righte, the police cannot take the law for granted", he 
added. 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


♦ YELTSIN MAY QUIT ♦ NEW CRISIS IN CAMBODIA ♦ TWO 
PAK ASSEMBLIES DISSOLVED ♦ NEW BOSNIA PEACE PLAN 
REJECTED ♦ BRITISH P.M. DROPS CHANCELLOR ♦ UM 
TRIBUNAL FOR CRIMES ♦ US. THREATENS N. KOREA ♦ US. 
CLIMBS DOWN ON EARTH-SUMMIT ♦ NEW ACCORD IN AF¬ 
GHANISTAN ♦ "VELVET DIVORCE" : NEW STATE BORN ♦ 
DENMARK ACCEPTS MAASTRICHT ♦ COMMONS APPROVE 
MAASTRICHT ♦ UN PLANS FOR PEACE KEEPING ♦ 

Yeltsin may quit 

S orely troubled by hb numerous critics, notably the 
Conservators, and also by Russia's continuous 
economic difficulties. President Boris Yeltsin has indi¬ 
cated he may retire from politics before the end of the year. 
If he maiuiges to push through a constitution laying the 
foundations for a democratic presidential republic thb 
year, he may dedde not to run for another term in office. 

One source in the Kremlin said he may decide to give 
someone younger a chance. "It all depends on whether he 
feels hb work b dcme or whether Russb still needs him." 
Hb complainte of tiredness have triggered a battie for 
succession and raised fears that a split among the 
democrab would let in a conservative presidential can¬ 
didate. 

Mr Yeltsin's programme of market reforms has not 
been implementWi so far. Having won*a vote of con¬ 
fidence in a referendiun in April &ds year, he b fighting 
now to introduce a new constitution tiiat replace the hos¬ 
tile Supreme Soviet with a smaller, less powerful body. 


His ides is to win (^>|>roval for his new oonsdtctfion. This 
would set the scene for presidential and patliamentaiy 
elections in the autunw. If things go according to plan, Mr 
Yeltsin may fed that he has earned his place in histoiy and 
decide to take rest. 

The endless tug-of-war with parliament destroyed 
the image of Yeltsin as a political superman holding Rus¬ 
sia up on his shoulders. In one session he narrowly sun- 
vlved being impeached. 

New Crisis in Cambodia 

A new crisis was created in Cambodia following Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk's change of mind on June 4. The 
political crisis, which persisted even after the UJ^.-super- 
vised elections, seemed to have been resolved on June 1 
with the formation of a coalition government under the 
leadership of the Prince.. He announced that he had be¬ 
come the Prime Minister and head of the armed forces on 
joining the Vietnamese-installed administration, with the 
main opposition party falling in line. 

The two Vice-Premiers were stated to be Hun Sen, 
Prime Minister of the outgoing Government, and Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh, Sih^ouk's son and head of the 
Funcinpee which emerged as the largest party following 
the election. The new Head of the Govenunent recognised 
the Constituent Assembly which will frame a democratic 
constitution within three mbnths, aiul then form a per¬ 
manent government He continued to recogiuse as part of 
the natioiul community, the Khmer Rouge guerilla group, 
which boycotted the election. 

Frmdnpee secured over 45.8 per cent votes, while the 
Government party got 38.4 per cent and the opposition 
Buddhist Liberal Cfemocrats only 3.3 per cent A govern¬ 
ment spokesman had earlier warned dutt soldiers "might 
riot on hearing the election results". . 

A coalition of three guerilla groups dominated by the 
Khmer Rouge fought the Phnom Penh government for 13 
years until the 1991 peace accord empowered the U.N. to 
organise elections. 

Two Pak Assemblies 
Dissolved 

A notable development took place in Pakistan at the 
end of May when, in a swift move apparently in¬ 
itiated by Pakistan President Ishaq Khan, the Governors 
of Punjab and NWFP dissolved the State Assemblies. This 
meant a serious setback to Mr Nawaz Sharif. This was all 
a ccmtinuation of the bitter political battle between the 
Presidait and the Prime Minister. Punjab is the richest 
province in Paldsten and supposed to be Mr Sharif's 
stronghold. The Pakistan Cabinet decided early in June to 
take steps to impeach dw President for violating the letter 
and spMt of the Ccmsdtution and indulging in acts of 



betrayal of die country. 

On Jutte 9 die Lahore Hi^ Court through 
order, restored the Punjab Assembly and die provhicklf 
ministry until a final decision is taken on die petifii^ 
challenging the dissolution of the House. ' 

Meanwhile the PPP declared that free and fair 
Hons alone could ^d the "grave poliHcal deadlodc" in d^^ 
country. 

Benazir's Dream Shattered: Ms Benazir Bhudd' 
dreams of a political come-back were dadied on May | 
when the Supreme Court accepted by 10-1 maJorityrlH 
Nawaz Siarif's pedtion challenging die kg^tv of Prdiii^j 
dent Ishaq Khan dismissing his 0^ Sharifs) Govmi|<> 
ment. The Supreme Court should not have the power-i^l 
"pick and choose the Prime Minister and parlianient of 
liking", Ms Bhutto said. ! 

.‘At 

The Prime Minister, Mr Nawaz Sharif, won a vOt^Wi. 
confidence in the NaHonal Assembly. He got 120 votes 
the 217-member body, with eight abstentions by the smi|p 
but powerful religious party, the Jamaat-e-Islami . vM 

Embittered by the Supreme Court decision to restdiq|‘| 
Mr Sharif, Ms Benazir Bhutto threatened to resign frotlf.? 
the NaHonal Assembly. 1 feel imcomfortable going ba^ 
such a parliament", she dedared, "I never accepted 
legality". ’ 'fjl 

• "/k 

Mr Sharif sought the support fiom Ms Benazir Bhutfo^ 
to win the vote of confidence. "I am ready to coqperil^l 
with the opposition with magnanimity and an open 
and 1 hope the opposiHon will reciprocate in the 
spirit", Sharif said. But Ms Bhutto urged that 
I^ident's power of dissoluHcm should be repealed 
parliament be made sovereign. In an apparent referertee 
July 14 elecHons announc^ by the erstwhile carefidoi^!^: 
government, she said the verdict was from the Court 
"we have yet to see the verdict of the people". 

New Bosnia Peace Plan 
Rejected ; j 

T he tragedy being enacted in Bosnia is bei^ ,1 
heightened by the rejecHcm erf the peace plans fomm^;: 
lated by the UN and erfher agencies. A new peace moi^,N| 
was announced on May 22 by the U.S. Seaetaiy of Statii-|’ 
Mr Warren Christopher, calling for the formaHem of sal^^ ’ 
havens to protect ^asnian Muslims and Hie dqiloymd^"';;. 
of monitors along Bosnia's border with Seihia. It 48^'^ 
called for humanitarian aid to be allowed to rrach thosefik.V 
need, conHnuaHon of U.N. sancHons on Yugoslavia 
Bosnian Serb troops withdraw finm territories occupiei^it| 
by force, arid maintenance of the "no-fly zone" interaedfi 
to keep Serb planes away finm Bosnia. 

On May 23 Bosnian President Alija Izetbegovie 
rejected the formula as unacceptable and urged in^. 
plementaHon of the earlier YanceOwen plan which tite-J 


.. 
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ptoinUm Serbs rejected. That plan would divide Bosnia 
^to 10 provinces, largely along ethnic lines. The 
fSenjevans fissr the plan would place Muslims in ethnic 
^I^Kettos, and contend it holds no guarantee that thousands 
displaced Muslims, Croats and Serbs would be able to 
iTfvtum to their homes. 

1 Russian Foreign Minister Kozyrev said the r^ection 
|of the latest plan, worked out by Russia, the U.S., Britain, 
fRrance and Spain, was equivalent to saying ''no to any 
Ireasonable political solution" to the coxtflict. 

j Bosnia appeal to UN; The Bosnian Muslim-led 
^Ciovemment on May 25 appealed to the Security Council 
'to review the new peace initiative which called for UN- 

S larded "safe havens" to be set up to protect Bosnian 
^ uslims. It also urged that monitors be deployed along 
IvBosnia's border with Serbia, to make sure only 
Ihumanitarian goods—not military supplies—were being 
;sent. It called the plan a sell-out and pleaded with the 
- Security Council to reconsider it. It said the plan sanctions 
’<Seib conquest of more than two-thirds of Bosnia and de 
facto legalised genocide and ethnic cleansing, which 
' meant forcible expulsion of civilians. 

British P.M. Drops Chancellor 

P UTTING the responsibility for the fMt deteriorating 
economic situation in Britain on Mr N. Lamont, the 
[Chancellor of the Exchequer (Finance Minister), Prime 
^Minister John Major eliminated him horn the Cabinet in a 
Irashuffle on May 27. The Home Secretary, Mr Kenneth 
'Qarice, replaced Mr Lamont as Chancellor of the Exche 
^uer, the No. 2 Cabinet job. Mr Lament, 51, was the prime 
•acrifice in the first big shake-up of the Major cabinet since 
his Conservative party won a fourth term at a general 
election in April, 1992. 

Blamed for a bitter two-year recession and a spec¬ 
tacular currency crisis last year, Mr Lamont was living on 
borrowed time. His imminent removal was the worst- 
kept secret in Government. 

U.N. 'Bribunal for Crimes 

T he Security Council unanimously decided on May 26 
to set up an 11-judge International Court at the Hague 
to try people accused of war crimes in the former Yugos¬ 
lavia, including murder, rape, "ethnic clearaing", torture 
and other atrocities. It will be the first international 
tribunal of its kind since the main allied powers after 
World War-II set up courts at Nuremberg at'd Tokyo to try 
leading war criminals. The tribunal, whose juri^iction 
will be limited to offences committed in the former Yugos¬ 
lavia since Jan 1, 1991, will cost more than 30 miUion 
dollars in its Brst year of operation. 

But the Bosnian Serb leader vowed never to extradite 
suspected war criminals to face the U.N. war crimes 
tribunal. The self-styled Serb government intends to try 


suspected criminals Itself. 

New UN members; The Security Council on May 27 
recommended that tiny Monaco and the world's newest 
State, Eritrea, be admitted to full membership in the 
Urdted Nations. The General Assembly ratified the recom¬ 
mendations. U.N. membership has thus risen to 183 rui- 
tlons. Monaco is the UN's smallest member. It has held 
"permanent observer" status since 1955—a status it 
shares with the Vatican and Switzerland. Motuco, located 
on the Mediterranean coast, has an area of 1.49 sq km and 
a population of 27,000. 

Eritreans voted overwhelmingly for independence in 
a un-monitored referendiun, after fighting for secession 
from Ethiopia for three decades. The country formally 
declared independence on May 24. Eritrea was a former 
Italian colony that the U.N. federated with Ethiopia in 
1952. India, the US, France, Canada, Ethiopia and several 
other nations have already recognised Eritrea's inde¬ 
pendence. 

U.S. Threatens N. Korea 

A t the end of May the U.S. Administration renewed its 
threat to impose sanctions against'North Korea if the 
latter did not reverse the decision to withdraw from the 
nticlear weapons treaty. "We have not ruled out sanctions 
which might involve economic measures", a senior ad¬ 
ministration official disclosed. Pyongyang sparked inter¬ 
national alarm in March by abruptly announcing its 
withdrawal from the NPT rather than submit two secret 
military sites to Inspection by the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA). 

Meanwhile, the Chinese Foreign Minister, Mr Qian 
Qichen, calted for using dialogue, not pressure, to resolve 
suspicions that North Korea is developing nuclear 
weapons. Mr Qian met the South Korean Foreign Minister 
soon after arriving for a visit. The visit by Mr Qian, the 
first Chinese Foreign Minister to visit Seoul since the two 
former adversaries opened formal ties last August, came 
amid a fluny of diplomatic moves aimed at bringing 
North Korea back into the NPT. The U.S. later threatened 
Ukraine also and urged it to bring its nuclear arsenal 
under international control. 

U.S. Climbs Down on 
Earth-Summit 

RESIDENT Bush was firmly ageiinst accepting last 
year's Earth summit resolutions but his successor, Mr 
Qinton, is more realistic. He has agreed to sign the. 
Biodiversity Convention which Mr Bmh had refu^ to 
do. Over 150 countries have already approved the con¬ 
vention in principle. The convention, sei^ to preserve 
rare animals and plants. President Bush hedged because 
of the clauses regarding technology transfer, funding and 
intellectual property ri^ts. The U.S. wanted to stick to the 



«M JULY'93 COMPETITION MASTER 



position that biotechnology ou^t to be protected by 
patent and other laws, who^ mological diversity vm a 
"hxunan heritage which belonged to everyone". Im U.S. 
is anxious to protect the U.S. bioteclmology industry, 
worth over 2 billion dollars a year. 

bi many ways, the pressures on the South to grant 
access to genetic resources will be to greater dian diose 
now being exerted on patents for phamuceuticals and 
other products. With biotechnology, the traditicmal ad* 
vanta^ that tropical countries possessed in growing food 
and fibre will vanish because the material can be repU* 
cated in laboratories instead of on land. 

New Accord in Afghanistan 

T he sorely troubled President of Afghanistan, Prof 
Burhanuddin Rabbani, said during nls visit to Is¬ 
lamabad on May 24 that supporting llb^ation struggles 
did not amount to backing terrorist movemente. "It was a 
notable and humanitarian act", he claimed. He was refer¬ 
ring to the Pakistan aid toKasluniti militants. He had no 
satisfactory explanation for the breakdown of accords 
between the various Afghan groups in a bid to bring peace 
to their war-ravaged country. A new accord, known as the 
Jalalabad accord, was sign^ after pressiue was brought 
on the Afghan leaders by their conunanders. 

The differences have been caused mostly by personal 
factors, not by any ideological discord. The Athens have 
already slgn^ the Peshawar and Islamabad accords. The 
first was signed on April 24, 1992, and the Islamabad 
accord, brokered by Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif, was signed in March, 1993. 

The flghtina that followed made nonsense of these 
accords, several thousand people have died since the 
Mujahideen came to power following the ouster of Mr 
Na^bullah in April last year in A^hanistan. One feature 
of ^e fighting in Afghaidstan is that none of die groups is 
permanently align^ to each other. Th^ are frequently 
changing their aUeglanoe. 

The main features of the Jalalabad accord are; an¬ 
nouncement of a cease-fire, opening highways to allow 
easy movement of people and cominodities, an under¬ 
standing on the formation of a government. 

In a move which could pave the way for peace in 
Afghanistan, Ahamed Shah Masood stepped down on 
May 26 as Defence Minister. Head of a Mujahideen fac¬ 
tion, he resigned as part of a peace accord aimed at ending 
the fighting among the fecHons. 

"Velvet Divorce": New State 
Bom 

F ollowing another "vdvet divorce" (the first was in 
Europe leading to the break-up of Czechoslovakia and 
birth of Slovakia some nuniths a^), a new State cd Eritrea 


was CTMted on May 24. It isatxifo-tom AMca's 52nd Stato ' 

Erltn» dedarsd indapandancc from Ethiopia exactly ! 
two yean after secessionist guerrillas captured the capltiu^' 
Asmiuw. 

More than 99 per cent of voten, in Ethiopia's fomto > 
province on the Rm Sea, choose separation in a retoen* : 
dum held in April, declared free and friir by the The : 
voting was monitored by hundreds of U.N. and foreign 
observen. 

Eritrea will need massive western support to rebuild i 
itseconomy,leftintattersbydiewar.Manycountrieshavt. : 
already recognised the new tuition, including Ethiimla. ^ i 
(which aime^ Eritrea in 1962 but now seems tecondled [ 
to divorce), most other neighbouring States, the United' j 
States and Russia. It ended me 30-year war of liberafion— / f 
the longest struggle of its kind in AMcan history. This also' : 
makes Eritrea the first African nation to mount a success* :' 
ful war of liberation. 1 

foitrea, a new soverei^ nation, was "reborn", dius . - 
ending a century of foreign rule-~50 years under Italy, a ^ ^ 
brief British interlude and then its incorporation into < ] 
Ethiopia in 1960. 

Denmark Accepts Maastricht [ 

T he deep suspense over the ambitious Maastricht [ 
Treaty i^ed on May 18 when Danish voters, in a ■ 
historic decision, approv^ the accord for political and, I 
economic unity after winning exemptions from most of It. . ^ 
VN5thlOO per cent of the vote counted in a referendum, 56«8 > 
per cent approved the treaty. The woonenhi argued thid . I 
the exemptions, promised in an ralnbutgh summit ih : I 
December, were not legally binding and the Danes < t 
couldn't trust EC bureaucrats. ^ 

The Prime Minister, Mr Poul Rasmussen, had warned 
the Danes that they would never be forgiven if they halted ,J 
the EC's march towards tighter unity. The P.M. promised . 
a cut in income-tax as a reward for a 'yes' vote. To take i 
efif^, the treaty must be approved all 12 EC nations. ^ 
Last June the Danes had expressed grave doubts about the ^ 
treaty and had turned it down. 

> 

Unprecedented \dolence erupted in Copenhagen fol- ^ 
lowing the result, which was far from being a whole* I 
hearth positive mdorsement of European unity. Despite J 
the ratification, deep misgivings about the implications of ,. 
a United Europe persist, with many Danes convinced that t 
they are surrendering their sovereignty to the hated . 4 
Eurocracy in Brussels. The Teety would lead to a joint 
central bank and a single currency by 1999. ^ 

Commons Approve Maastricht ; 

T he BUI for ratification of the Maastricht Treaty, which . -> 
had earlier beat deferred, was approved by the British , 
House ofCommons on May 21, despite revolt by a group . j 
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of Conservatives. The measure was passed by 291 votes 
« against 112, with 66 opposition labour M.P.$ voting 
' against in defiance of their party line to abstain in protest 
against Britain's exclusion from the social chapter in the 
treaty. 

Some 41 Tory M.P.S defied the whip and voted against 
the Bill. It was the biggest ever defiance faced by Mr John 
Major. 

The dissidents would now take their battle to the 
House of Lords which has among its members leados 
such as Lady Margaret Thatcher. The leader of Euro-en- 
thusiasts, Mr Edward Heath, former Prime Minister, cau¬ 
tioned against any revolt in the House of Lords because 
that could cause a constitutional crisis and revive the 
demand for abolition of the Lords. The European issue has 
divided not only the Conservatives but the Labour Party, 
also. 

UN Plans for Peace Keeping 

F ollowing the efforts made in Cambodia, Afi:ica and 
former Yugoslavia, the Security Council on June 1 
called for bold new steps to improve the capacity of the 
UN peace-keeping operations. But theCoundl reaffirmed 
the need for consent of the govenunent for such an opera¬ 
tion (except in exceptional circumstances). The peace¬ 
keeping operations should not be a substitute for poEtical 
settlement nor should they be expected to contimte in 
perpetuity, it emphasised. 

The Council also stressed the inherent ri^t of peace¬ 
keepers to take 'appropriate measures' in self-defence. 
This is significant as peace-keepers are fedng increasing 
.threat to their lives in several areas, including the former 
Yugoslavia and Cambodia. The Council asked the 
Sectary-General, Dr Boutros-Ghali to submit Septem¬ 
ber a report containing new proposals for enhancing the 
organisation's peace-keeping capabiliti». It should con¬ 
tain recorrunendations for stren^hening the secretariaf s 
peace-keeping and military structure. 

The U.N. is finding itself burdened with more and 
more complex peace-keeping operations across the globe 
but is lacking in infeastructure to deal with massive mis- 
sioits and the necessary funds to run them. 

Bloodiest Attack: No fewer than 22 Pakistard U.N. 
peace-keeping soldiers in Somalia were killed on June 5 in 
an ambush by a bunch of murderous warlords. It was the 
bloodiest attack on U.N. peace-keepers since 1%1 when 
44 persons were killed in Ae Congo and under-scored the 
danger lurking in Somalia even a^r six months of foreign 
military involvement. The Security Council has 
demanded the arrest and putrishment of the killers. 

The Council approved a Pakistani resolution callir^ 
for contributions of. armoured persormel carriers and 
helicopters to prevent similar attacks. 
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One More Fearer in pitrCap . 

Our candidate SH Pramil Gupta bagged SECOND 
POSITION in 1992 (based on 1991 
exam). See what Mr Gupta has to 
say: 

"I am really indebted to your 
Academy for the services offered. I 
will always remember you as 
GOOD MASTERS." 

Sd Pramil Gupta • 

Lazge number of success stories in our 
record now. 

Join our correspondence coaching course and add 
power to your strategies for SUCCESS in 1993 at 

I \(.l\l I Rl\{. M RVIC I S I \A,\1. 

Enrolment for FIFTH BATCH has started for cor¬ 
respondence Coaching Course in 

□ CIVIL ENGINEERING 

□ MECHANICAL ENGINEERING 

□ ELECTTRICAL ENGINEERING 

□ ELECTRONICS AND 
TELECOMMUNICATION ENGINEERING 

Course Material Thoroughly 
Revised and ENLARGED 

For Prospectus containing Syllabus, 
Eligibility conditions. Types of Questions 
asked. Guidelines for filling UPSC form, 
course material details etc. 
send Rs. Fifteen (15/-) by M.O./D.D. to: 

MASTI RS \C\D\M\ 

549/6, Gobindpuri, Kalkaji, 

New Delhi—110 019 

(Counter Sales on Ibesdays and Fridays 
1-00 p.m. to 3-00 p.m.) 

YOUR SUCCESS IS 
OUR SUCCESS 
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Current General Knowledge 


ABBREVIATIONS 

AFTA: Asia Free Tirade Area. 

M_ 

CITES: Convention on Intema- 
ticmal Trade in Endangered Species. 

EHIT: Electronic Hardware 
Technology Parks. 

GSP: Generalised Special 
Preferences. 

INSAS: Indian Small Arms S)rs- 
tem. 

NRR: National Reproduction 
Rate. 

UNTAC: United Nations Tran¬ 
sitional Authority for Cambodia. 

AWARDS 

1993 Finance Minister of the Year 

I NDIA'S Finance Minister, Dr Man- 
mohan Singh has been awarded 
the "1993 Finance Minister of the 
Year" award by Asiamoney, a.iead- 
ing financial ^bUcation of Asia. The 
award was instituted in 1992. The 
first recipient was Mr Wang Chien- 
Shien of Taiwan. 

AVIATION 

Vayudoot merged with Indian 
Airiines 

T he Vayudoot feeder services air¬ 
line has been meiged with the In¬ 
dian Airlines, together widi its assets 
and liabilities. This 'third level' 
domestic airline was incorporated in 
1981 with Air India and Indian Air¬ 
lines as e(^ partners. The intention 
was to lixik about 20 stations in the 
north-eastern States to provide utility 
services to ne^bouring regions b^ 
tween whom surface communicar. 
tions were difficub. 

In 1990-91, the flight network 
peaked with 106 stations being 
linked. At the time of merger 
Vayudoot was q?erating from only 46 
stations. 

DAYS 

SAARC Disabled Day 

T he SAARC will observe Decent- 
ber 3 as Disabled Day in con¬ 
sonance with the decision ofme UN to 


observe this day as hitemational Dis¬ 
abled Day. It h^ been recommended 
that appropriate legislation should 
be enacted, in the membes^States, to 
protect, safeguard and promote the 
interests of disabled persons. 

DEFENCE 

'Prilhvi' Inducted info Army 

P RTTHVI, India's flrst indigenous¬ 
ly built long-range surface-to-sur- 
face missile, l^s been inducted into 
the Indian Army. The 11 corps has 
achieved the distinction of being the 
first to be equipped with this missile. 

The step has been taken in view 
of the development of the Hatf mis¬ 
sile system by Pakistan in which 
major Indian towns and cities upto 
Demi come within the range of the 
missiles. Prithm, with a range of 250 
km can be easily targeted on impor¬ 
tant Pakistani cities, such as SiaUcot, 
Gujranwala, Lahore and Faislabad. 

Prithvi can carry a payload of 
nearly one tonne. It has an onboard 
computer to perform inertial naviga¬ 
tion. (In inertial navigation system, 
the computer reads the topography 
Of the area over which the missile is 
fl^g and changes its flight as per the 
changes in layout of the ground.) 

It can correct ite flight even if the 
engines have burned out. This mis¬ 
sile system can store a number of al¬ 
ternative commands to chan« the 
flight path so as to evacle the 
'Tatriot" type anti-missile system. 

Loaded wito the fuel, Prithm has 
a shelf life of five years. Without the 
propellant fuel its life is 25 years. 
New vest to stop AK-47 ftce 

I NDIAN defence scientists have 
boosted the morale of security for¬ 
ces, battUng tarorists, by providing 
thm wifii a new buflet-proof vest 
Kawach, that efiectively stops shots 
from AK-47 and 7.62 mm rines, thus 
giving them the vital split second ad¬ 
vantage to return fire. 

This crucial edge has been made 
possible by the use of "Jackal", the 


armoiured special alloy steel . 
developed by sdentists at the’ 
Defence Metallurgical Research 
Laboratory (DMRL), H 3 nlerabad. 

Kawach is cheaper than the comi- ,; 
monly used Kevw Jacket. Kraiiidlt;; i 
consists of a canvas jadket with Jackal 
steel plates inserted into the front ; 

rear pouches. 

INS Mysore laundied 

T he second largest indigenously 
made warship of Indian Navy, 
INS Mysore, was launched on June o, 
1993. 

The 160-metre long, 6,(X)0 tonne 
destroyer will be fitted with latest 
weapons, powerful early warning 
sensors, electronic warfare equip¬ 
ment, two large helicopters and ul 
gas-turbine propulsion plant— 
which will make it capable of achievr , ;j 
ing high speeds. The shto will also 
carry sophisticated surfece-to-sur- 
face and surface-to-air missUes.- 
When fuUy ready, INS Mysore will be ' 
similar to ships being built by ad¬ 
vanced countries. 

The first destroyer, INS Defht, 
was laimched in February 1991 and is 
expected to be commissioned in 1994. 
The third destroyo- is under con¬ 
struction at the Mazagon Docks, 
Bombay. 


1992 Civil Services topper 

M r Aniruddha Mukherjee 
.temped the list of 761 success¬ 
ful canm^tes in the 1992Civfi Ser¬ 
vices Examinatiems. Ms Usha Titus 
stood first among the women can¬ 
didates. 

Amoiig the successful canf 
didates, 128 belonged to the 
Scheduled C^tes and 59 to the 
Scheduled Tribes. 

Among file first 20 candidates, 
18 were from the engineering 
stream and one from the medied 
profession. Ten per cent of the suc¬ 
cessful candidates were women. 
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RumU offtn new T>80 U famki to 
India 

R ussia has o£fered its latest tank, 
the 7*80 U, to India. It can, be¬ 
sides using the normal anuniinition, 
also fire rowets. 

The new tank is a quantum jump 
in technology over the 7-72 MI tank, 
whldi the Indian Army had acquired 
in large numbers from the erstwhile 
Soviet Union. 

According to military experts, 
the T-80 U incorporates tne state of 
the art technology hitherto unknown 
to the western world. The T-80 U has 
a much more powerful engine and a 
new gun stabiliser which enables the 
tank crew to fire with pinpoint ac¬ 
curacy, even when the tank is movii^ 
at top speed. 

EXPEDITIONS 

Indian women scale Mt Everest 

O N May 10,1993 Santosh Yadav, 
deputy leader of the Indo-Nraal 
Everest expedition, became the ^t 
woman in the world to climb Mt 
Everest peak for the second time. 
Along with her, two other Indian 
women woe also successful in climb¬ 
ing onto the peak. They were 20-year- 
old Kunga ohutia and 19-year’Old 
Dicky Dcuma. 

Dicky Dolma, belonging to 
Manall, Himachal Pradesh, has be¬ 
come the youngest woman to climb 
8848-metre high Mt Evemt. 

On May 16,1993 four more In¬ 
dian women achieved the distinction 
of dlmblng Mt Everest. They were: 
Dipu Sharma, Radha Devi, Suman 
Katyal and Savita Matoliya. They 
were accompanied by two technical 
advisers, Rajiv Sharnw and Neema 
Noibu. 

The 16-member all-women In¬ 
dian expedition was led by Ms 
Bachendn Pal, who is the first mdian 
woman to climb Mt Everest. This was 
the fifth Indian expedition to Everest. 

NUCLEAR ENERGY 

Kakrapar power plant operational 

T he first unit of the 220 megawatt 
Kakrapar Atomic Power Inject 
QCAPP) began commercial operation 
on May 6,1993. 

The nuclear power plant is 
situated 86 km from Surat in Gujarat. 
UniM of KAPP is the ninth operating 


nuclear power plant of India. 
Electricity from this plant will be sup¬ 
plied to Gujarat, Maharashtra, Mad¬ 
hya Pradesh and Goa. 

At Kakrapar, for the first time, 
thorium fuel bundles are being used, 
along with natural uranium, for more 
efficimt fuel management. This is an 
Important step towards the long¬ 
term aim of using India's large 
thorium reserves for nuclear power. 

India's other nuclear power 
plants are located at: Tarapur near 
Bombay (two 160 mw units), 
Rawatbhata in Rajasthan (two 220 
mw units), Kalpakicam near Madras 
(two 220 mw units) and Narora in 
Uttar Pradesh (two 220 mw units). 

PERSONS 

Cariappa, Field Marshal KAl. 

F IELD Marshal K.M. Cariappa, the 
first Chief of Indian Army after 
independence, died on May 15,1993. 
His entire life, even after retirement, 
revolved around the Army. 

He was bom on January 28,1900, 
in Sanivarasanthe in northern Cooig. 
His father was a school teacher. He 
joined the army in 1919. He was the 
first Indian officer to enter the Staff 
College in Quetta (now in Pakistan). 
He was also the first Indian to be 
promofod to the rank of Lieutenant 
Colonel. He was also the first former 
Chief of the Army to be given a 
diplomatic assignment. On hu retire¬ 
ment in 1953, he was appointed High 
Corrunissioner in Australia and New 
Zealand. 

Dolma, Dicky 

«|9'year-oid girl fr<»n Manali in 
XHuruichal Pradesh, Dicky Dolma 
has become the youngat woman in 
the world to climb MtlEverest. She is 
a student of 10-f 1 class in Marudi. She 
was among the thirteen women who 
were selected for India's first all¬ 
women expedition to Everest. 

PLACES 

Guatemala 

C IVIL war-tom Guatemala is once 
again in the news with President 
Jorge Serrano dissolving the Con¬ 
gress deciding to rule by decree imtil 
a new assembly is formed. 

Much of the modem history of 
this Latin American country was 
shaped by a CIA-organised coup in 


1954 against the elected leftist Presi¬ 
dent Jacobo Artenz, who was con¬ 
sidered hostile to USA. In 1962 
Nationalist leftist officers, angry at 
the US influence, organised rebel 
bands and since then have been fight¬ 
ing a series of ^errunents, most of 
them military. 

The army turned over formal 
power to civilians in 1985 but 
remained politically strong. The 
civilian govenunent tried to improve 
the human rights record of the 
coxmtry but wim very little success. 

More than l,20/)00 have died in 
the civil war. Tens of thousands 
remain as refugees in neighbouring 
Mexico. Peace talks began in 1991 but 
have stalled. 

Sagar island 

T 'HE government of West Bengal is 
planning to make the Sagar is- 
land, situated in Bay of Bengal, 
India's first 'energy island' by 
generating electricity through uncon¬ 
ventional use of energy. 

At present the seventy villages 
on this island receive electricity for 
only four hours in a day from a diesel 
generating station. The ravemment 
now plans to generate cTectricity on 
the island using solar eneigy, agncul- 
ture waste, bio-gas and wind energy. 

Two voluntary orunlsatlons. 
Science Association of Bengal and 
Paschim Bangal Ifi^an Manch, have 
been asked to conduct a survey and 
submit report. 

PROTECTS 

Third National Waterway 

T he third natitmal waterway of 
India, between KoUam and Kot- 
tapuram stretch of the west canal in 
Kerala was formally dedicated to the 
nation on May 8, 1993. The total 
length of the waterway is 205 km. It is 
the third waterway to be declared as 
a national waterway. 

The development of the West 
coast canal will tc undertaken by the 
inland water authority of India at a 
cost of Rs 85 crore. The development 
of the total length of the waterway is 
expected to be completed by the 
ei^th plan end.« 

Inland water transport is the 
cheapest mode of traffic for long dis¬ 
tance as well as short distance. 
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provided the point of origin and des¬ 
tination are located near the 
waterfront It is also the most efficient 
mode of transport from the point of 
eneigy consumption. 

The west coast canal system erf 
Kerala has unique advantages as it 
has a suitable navigational channel 
and connects important cities and 
towns of the State. 


Kathalguri power project 

T he Rs 895.77 crore Kathalgtiri 
gas-based power project, of the 
Noiw Eastern Electric Power Cor¬ 
poration Ltd, is llkdy to start produc¬ 
ing power from July 1994, maai the 
fint of its six gas turbines is 
scheduled to be commissioned. 

The power plant is situated at a 
distance of only 10 km from the oil 
and gas Eelds of Duliajan in Assam. 
Its sas requirement of one milUon 
cuIm metre per day will be met by 
the Oil India Ltd through the pipeline 
of Assam Gas Company Ltd. 

Museum on wheels for rural India 


A rchaeological discoveries 

and antiquities, even in their 
silence, narrate with wonderful 
clarity the spectacular storv of 
mankind's past. But such privileges 
are the monopoly of the uroan mas¬ 
ses who have access to museums. 


But now, the museum on wheels 
project of the Indian Museum, Cal¬ 
cutta—the oldest and binest institu¬ 
tion of its kind in Asia—is attempting 
to reach a significant chunk of the 
national heritage to the doorsteps of 
rural India. 


"Museo bus", a mobile exhibi¬ 
tion, is providing rural men, womoi 
and children—literate and illiterate 
alike—a unique exposure to history. 


Based on the theme of man's 
creation and nature's nuinifestations, 
the bus, which rolled out from the 
Indian Museum premises on January 
22,1993, on a journ^ to the very in- 
tniora, provides interesting glimpses 
of the not and varied coll^ons. 


RESEARCH 

New software to enable 3-D view 
of human oigaru 

I N a major advanM in the field of 
medical imaging, scientists in 
Hyderabad have developed a 
softwue padcage that enables sur- 


^ns to see interrud organs in three- 
oimension. 

Mametic Resonance Imaging 
(MRI) devices and Computei^d 
Tomography (CD scans, being used 
at present, provide the doctors only 
two-dimensional views. These are 
converted into three-dimensional 
representations by the software pack¬ 
age called 'Anamica'. It has been 
developed by defence scientists of the 
Advanced Numerical Research and 
Analysis Group (ANURAG). 

The scientists say that 'Anamica' 
promises to rcvolutlordse medical 
imaging. 

With the hdp of 'Aruunica', sur¬ 
geons can not only precisely locate, 
lor instance, a tumour in the brain but 
also choose the nearest and safest 
route for surglally removing it 

By modifying the software pack¬ 
age, tne doctors can rotate fire 3-0 
image of a brain tumour on a 
tele^ion screen and study it from 
various angles or zoom in on selec¬ 
tive regions of the organ. 

Another limovative advantage 
offered by 'Anamica' is that a sur- 

S eon can rehearse the surgical proce- 
ure on the computer, before trying it 
on the patient. 

The software is a brain<hild of 
Dr G. Adhithan and his colleagues N. 
Ramesh, N. Srinivasan, R. Sundar 
and N. Venkataraman. 

Making moon a power station 

S cientists plan to harvest solar 
erwrgy on the Itmar surface and 
beam it to earth, in a fantastic 
proposal aimed at turning the moon 
into a giant power station for earth. 

Under the proposal, thousands 
of solar cells vrill capture uninter¬ 
rupted solar energy on the moon and 
beam it to receiving antennas on 
earth, where die eneigy will be fed 
into j^wer distribution systems. 

Power coiuumptlon on earth is 
set to double from ld,000 gigawatts in 
1980 to 20/X)0 gigawatts by the year 
2050. The proj^ offers a maximum 
power level five times higher— 
100,000 gigawatts. 

Some scientists believe that only 
lunar solar power can provide the re- 
ouired amount of ene^ in an affor- 
aable manner, while avoiding the 



1 -- 


environmental and ecological 
damage of »dsting power schemes. 

The- project will have other ad¬ 
vantages too. It could establish a two- 
planet economy between the earth 
and the moon, solve eartti's impoui- 
ing natural energy resources 
shortage and act as a stq>ping stone 
for more extensive space exploration. 

The present goal is to establidi 
20,000 gigawatts capacity by the 
2040. Scientists believe a tedmoj 
cal venture of this magnitude is 
to benefit through intenmtional pan- 
tidpatfon. : ^ 

The majority of the project in* 
vestment wul be for the construction. > 
and maintenance of die anteruuM on . 
earth, that will capture the lunar- 
transmitted solar energy and convert ' 
it into electric power. 

The anteruuM arc expected to cost 
only 10 per cent per ui\lt capadty of a .; 
similarly-sized coal-fired electric ; 
plant. 

UN 

Monaco, Eritrea tww UN members 

T he Security Council has unani* '' 
mously recommended that tiny ^ 
Monaco and the world's newest 
State, Eritrea be admitted to full 
membership in the United Nadons. 

The entry of the two countries 
will raise U.N. membership to 183 - 

nations. 

Moimco will become the UN's 
smallest member. It has held "pm^ 
manent observer" status at the 
United Nadons since 1955, a status it 
shares only with the Vatican and 
Switzerland. Located on thehfediter- 
ranean coast, near the French-Italian ' 
border, it has an area of 1.49 square 
km and a population of 27,000. 

Eritreans voted overwhelmingly 
in April 1993 for independence in a . 
UN-monitored referendum, after 
fighting for secession from Ethiopia, 
for three decades. The coimtry for- ^ 
mally declared independence on 
May 26,1993. 

MISCELLANY 

BARC ushen in nuclear cardiology 
A simple injecdon in the arm or 
/Vleg, uid in 10 seconds you know 
whether a clot is blocking your blood 
vessels, whether a Ifole in the heart is . 
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shunting the blood the wrong way or 
whether heart muscles are contract¬ 
ing abnonnaDy. 

An emeiging held in medidne, 
Called nuclear cardiology, is giving 
rise to diagnostic and treatment 
methods for heart disorders, which 
sound awe-inspiring but are absurd¬ 
ly simple to perform. 

The Radiation Medidne Centre 
(RMC) at the Bhabha Atomic Re¬ 
search Centre (BARC) is offering 
several nuclear cardiolo^ services 
that sound complex ana sophisti¬ 
cated but are so simple that a patient 
may feel he has not been investigated 
at all. 

RMC, which claims to have 
trained four out of every five nuclear 
medicine spedalists in India, is con¬ 
ducting tests for blood vessel blocks, 
abnormal flow, estimates of the 
heart's pumping function and 
myocardial pemsion. 

The range of tests basically in¬ 
volve a simple injection of a radio-ac¬ 
tive tracer into the patient's arm or 
leg and using a special gamma 
camera to get results in 10 seconds. 

Advances in electronics, medical 
engineering and computer applica¬ 
tions are making it possible to literal¬ 
ly see the heart muscles breathe, 
blood flow through the heart, the 
upper chambers in the heart fill and 
empty, and the lower chambers 
pump blood. 

Similarly, it is now possible to 
directly view any abnormal shunt¬ 
ing of the blood, movements of the 
valves, which are the door-ways to 
the heart, and alternating contrac¬ 
tion and relaxation of the heart 
muscles—and that too in dazzling 
colours. 

Often major veins get blocked by 
a clot or tumour, especially in Supe¬ 
rior Venacava, the large vein that 
drains blood from the upper half of 
the body. Such blocks can now be 
detected at RMC within six seconds 
of making an injection into an ordi¬ 
nary vein. 

Similarly blocks in the Infmor 
Venacava, the large vein that runs up 
' the abdomen, draining the lower half 
of the hody, can be detected in 10 
seconds after making an injection 


into the vein of a leg. 

Zero population rate still a distant 
dream 

ESPITE rigorous implementa¬ 
tion of the family planning 

^ 0006 , for the past fotur decades 
country, zero growth rate of 
population still remains a distant 
goal. 

The annual report of the depart¬ 
ment of family welfare says "the zero 
growth rate of population (stabilisa¬ 
tion of population) may be achieved 
only after several decades, even after 
attaining a net reproduction rate of 
unity CNfeR-D". 

NRR-1 corresponds to a birth rate 
of 21 per thousand, death rate of nine 
per thousand and natural population 
growth rate of 1.2 per cent. 

The national health policy of 
1983 had stipulated that NRR-1 be 
achieved by 2000. But the report says 
the NRR-1 can only be achieved by 
2011-2016 and it would take many 
more decades to achieve zero growth 
rate of population. 

Deeprooted customs, traditions 
and sodo-cultural belief in favour of 
a large family continue to be the 
greatest impeaiments in achieving 
the goals. 

Despite falling short of the 
goals, the department succeeded in 
bringing down the population 
growth rate from 2.22 per cent in 
1971-81 to 2.14 per cent in 1981-91, 
which is the first period since 1921- 
31 that there was a decline in the 
rate of population. 

Human Development Index report, 
1993 

CCORDING to the latest report 
of United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) ninety per cent 
of the world's pepple have no control 
over their lives inspite of recent chan¬ 
ges around the world, favouring 
market economies, multi-party 
democracies and grassroots ac¬ 
tivities. 

The report calls for the adoption 
of the "five new pillars of a peimle- 
centred world order", incluaing 
security of the people, not just the 
nation. This means accelerated disar- 
mam«)t and using defence cuts to 
boost human development 


According to the report, efftnic 
minorities, the poor, rural dwellers, 
women and dimbl^, across mtire 
continents, are excluded from par¬ 
ticipation and often have little power 
to change their lives. 

The Human Development Index 
(HDD measures people's participa¬ 
tions in the country's devdopment 
and their own control over their lives. 
This is combined with life expectan¬ 
cy, educational attainment and basic 
purchasing power. * 

Based on above parameters 
Japan has been ranked Brat, followed 
by Canada and Norway. India has 
been ranked 134 from among the 173 
countries. Below India are a host of' 
African nations, Nepal, Bangladesh 
and Bhutan. 

USA is ranked sixth. But it has 
various gradations. Its white popula¬ 
tion comes in the first place, the 
blacks come 31st and hispanics are 
ranked 35th.* 

New strategies of sustained 
human development (which the 
UNDP describes as a second pillar) 
should be evolved that would weave 
development around the people and 
not people around development. 

The report suggests new partner¬ 
ships between State and markets, 
that should combine market efficien¬ 
cy with social compassion. 

New patterns of national and 
global governance is the fourth pil¬ 
lar—calling for greater decentralisa¬ 
tion. Inflexible nations cannot cope 
with globalisation of markets along 
with the rising aspirations of their 
people. 

More decentralisation of power, 
more involvement of Non- 
' Governmental Organisations 
(NGOs) would translate into more 
empowerment of the people. 

New forms of ihternational 
ccxiperation should focus aid direct¬ 
ly on the needs of the people rather 
than on the preferences of Govern¬ 
ments. 

The starting point for economic 
jpartidpation (rf the people is jobs. 
The report warns against jobless 
growth where economies gr^ but 
not employment. 
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SPORTS 


BADMINTON 

8th Woild Qumpiomhlp: Susi 
Susanti of Indonesia became the 
fust player to hold the 'Grand 
of major badminton titles when she 
won the women's title of the world 
championship held at Birmingham, 
U.K. She b^t Bang Soo-Hyun of 
South Korea in the finals. 

Joko Suprianto of Indonesia 
claimed the men's singles title. 
The last time an Indonesian had 
won the crown was in 1983 when 
Sugiarto had won the title. 

CRICKET 

England'Australia onc*day 
series: Australia made a clean 
sweep of the tiuee-match one-day 
intematicHial series against England. 
The first match, played at 
Manchester was won Australia 
by four runs; the second match 
played at Burmingham was won by 
six wickets; and the third' match, 
played at Lords was won by 
nineteen runs. 

England'Australia Test series 

First Test: Australia defeated 
England by a convincing margin of 
179 runs in the first Test played at 
Manchester. This was ^gland's 
sixth Test defrat in a row, aft«' 
losses to Pakistan, India (three 
times) and Sri Lanlra. 

CHESS 

Asian Masters Tournament In¬ 
ternational Master Lonka Ravi of 
Iiuiia and Toh Terry of Sin^pore 
emerged as joint wixmera with a 
tally of '5.5 p^ts. The tournament 
was held at Singapore. 

FOOTBALL 

Chan^lons OqK Olympiqua 
Mmaeilte became tte first Fke^ 
team to win a major European soc¬ 
cer title friien they won t^ Cham¬ 
pions Ctq> with a 1-0 victory over 


A.C. Milan of Italy. 

GOLF 

Sirikit Cup: Japan has won the 
three-day, 12-team Queer Sirikit cup 
amateur women's golf champion¬ 
ship, held at Perth, Australia. India 
finished 10th. 

HOCKEY 

37lh Bombay Gold Cup: Rail 
Coach Factory (RCF) Kapurthala 
defeated Army Eleven (Jalandhar) 
5-4 via the sudden-death to win 
the Championship. 

S. Africa-Indla Test aeries: 
India beat S. Africa 4-1 in the five- 
Test series. 

MOTOR RALLY 

London-Sydney motor rally; 
Englishman Francis Tuthill was 
declared winner of the 15,667 km 
London-Sydney motor rally. 106 
teams participated in the rally 
which started tom London on April 
17,1993 and traversed 12 coimtries. 

TABLE TENNIS 

42nd World Championship 

olders Sweden toppled China 
3-1 to win the men's team title. 
This was third time in a row that 
Sweden had won the men's titie. 
China's women team regained the 
women's team title by defeating 
North Korea 3-0. China lifted the 
crown eight consecutive times from 
1975 befm losing to United Korea 
at the 1991 Championship in Japan. 

Jean-niilippe Gatien of France 
has won the men's singles titie.. 
This was the first-ever world Cham- 
pioirship title for France. 

The women's singles tide was 
lifted by South Korea's Hyun 
Junghwa. Wang Tao and Lu Lin of 
Chitui were winners .of men's 
douUes tide while liu Wei and 
Quio Yunping, also of China, won 
the women's douUes title. 


The championships were held : 
at Gothenburg, Swedm. j 

Indian women finished 22ad . : 
while the men could manage onl^ , 
the 35th position. 

TENNIS 

French Open, 1993: Playing ' 
fearlessly in 1^ first Grand ^am 
Final, ^rgi Bruguera of Spain ; 
ended Jim Courier's two-)rear reign ' 
to win the oven's singles title 6^ . 
2-6, 6-2, 3-6, 6-3. 

Steffi Graf overcame stiffer titan 
expected resistance tom American ..! 
outsider Mary-Joe Fernandez to win 
the women's title 4-6, 6-2, 6-4. 

The French Open was started ' 
in 1891 and for first 34 years was 
restricted to the residents of France. 
However, in 1968 it became the first 
of the major toumamotts to jp 
"open" and ofiier prize monw. 
first-ever champion was a . Briton, '^ 
H. Briggs, who was residing in 
Paris at that time. 

World Team Cup: USA defeated 
Germatvy 2-0 to 'win the title for 
record ^rth time. 

Italian open: Jim Courier of 
USA defeated Goran Ivartisevic to 
retain the titie. 

Spain's Conchita Martinez 
defeated defending champion - 
Gabriela Sabatini to win the 
worrten's title. 


Cgmrtipn 

Current General Knowledm 
June '93 issue Page 855 
The 1993 ^rad Joshi award 
has been given to Mr 
Harishankar rarsal, a noted 
Satirist 

^ mtotake sitarlst instead of 
satirist was printed. 

The mistake is regretted. 

—Editor 
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WH03WH0 


Appointments Etc 


Appointed; Elected Etc 

Suleymrt Demirel: He has been elected 
ninth President of Turkey. 

AtTnoR /. Velasquez: A journalist and his¬ 
torian, he has been elected as new interim 
President of Venezuela. 

Ramiro De Leon Carpio: Human rights 
lawyer, he has been elected President of 
Guatemala. 

Juan Carlos Wasmosy: He has been dect- 
.ed President of Paraguay. 

Nawaz Sharif: He has been reinstated 
Prime Minister of Paldstan. 

AioHlal Vohrai He has been appointed 
Governor of Uttar Pradesh. 

M. Chenna Reddu: He hu been appoint¬ 
ed Governor of Tamil Nadu. 

B. Satvanaraifan Reddy: He has been 
appointed Governor of Orissa. 

Wilfred DeSouza: He has been appointed 
Qvief Minister of Goa. 

L.K. Advani: He has been elected 
President of the Bharatiya Janata Party. 

Peter Sutherland: He has been elected 
head of the General Agreement on Tariffs, 
and Trade (GATT). He is from Ireland. He 
succeeds Mr Arthur Dunkel, whose term 
ended on June 30,1993. 

Prof Raja f. Chelliah: He has been 
appointed as fiscal advisor in the MiiUstry of 
Iwnce. 

Chusei Yamada: He is the new 
Ambassador of Japan to India. 

Mubarak Rashid Mubarak al-Boinin: He is 
the new Ambassador of Qatar to India. 

Shankar K, Mathur: He has been appoint¬ 


ed as India's Ambassador to Norway. 

R. S. Rathore: He has been appointed 
Chairman of Central Board of Direct Taxes. 

Resigned/Removed 

forge Serrano: Pr^ident of Guatemala, 
he has bm ousted by the army. 

Dobrica Costk; President of Yugoslavia, 
he was removed from the post by the 
Parliament. 

Hanna Suehocka; Prime Minister of 
Poland. 

Leonid Kuchma: Prime Minister of 
Ukraln. 

fusthe V. Ramaiwami: fudge of Supreme 
Court of India. 

Distingulahcd VUiton 

All Hassan Mwinyl; Preaident of 
Tanzania. 

Blaise Comparre: President of Borklno 
Faso. 

Shimon Peres: Foreign Minister of braeL 
Fathulitth Jameel: Foreign Minister of 
Maldives. 

John Mabtt; Deputy Assistant Secretary 
of ^te of USA. 

Vice Admiral ID.G. MacDoupill: Naval 
Chief of Australia. 

Lt-Gen Muhammad Nooruddin Khan: 
Army Chief of Bangladesh. 

Died 

Field Marshal KM. Cariappaf The first 
Chief of Army of Independent India. He was 
94. 

S. Mulgaokar: One of India's most distin¬ 
guished Joiunallsts. He was 83. 


EVENTS 


MAY 

11— The impeachment motion against Justice 
V. Ramaswami, a sitting judge of the 
Supreme Court, is rendered inei^ective 
as Congress members abstain en masse. 

—More than 200 people are killed in a fire 
in a toy factory in mngkok. 

12— Central rule in Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthaa 
Madhya Pradesh and Himachal mdesh 
is extended. 

14—In a landmark judgement, the Goa bench 
of the Bombay High Court upholds the 
disrmaliflcation of Goa Chief Minister, 
Mr Ravi Nayak, under the anti-defec¬ 
tion law. 

17—Eritrea becomes 52nd independent State 


of Africa. 

—A major oil leakage is reported at 
Bombay High as one of the main trunk 
pipes ruptures. 

18- &i Lanka's ruling United National Party 
losses control in three out of the seven 
provincial couneijs afbr fre^ dections. 

19— Denmark approves Maastricht treaty. 

21—British Parliament ratifies Maastricht 

treaty. 

23—Cambodia goes to polls under UN 
supervision to elect its first internation¬ 
ally recognised government in decades. 

26—Pakistan's Supreme Court canods order 
of President Ishaq Khan, dismissing 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif. Mr 


Nawaz Sharif assumes office of Prime 
Minister following restoration of his 
govemmenL 

29—President Lech Walesa dissolves 
Poland's first democratically dected 
Parliament. 

JUNE 

1—Lok Sabha Speaker, Mr Shivraj Patll 
recognises the 20-member Janata Dal 
group led by Ajit Sngh. 

4— 'The (nie-man tribunal, headed by the 
Delhi High Court Ju^e, Justice P.K. 
Bahrt, qundu» ban onioS and Bajrang 
Dal but confirms the ban on Vishwa 
Hindu Parishad (VHP). 

5— One-man tribunal, headed by Justice 
P.N. Nw upholds ban on Islamic Sevak 
Sangh (^) and Jamait-e-lslami. 

6— More than 22 Paldstanl UN Peace-keep- 
ina troops are killed in a battle with 
miUtlamen of Somalia. 

7— Mlrademan Sathra Sai Baba, escapes bid 
on life, in his ashram at Puttaparthl. 

9—The Japanese Crown Prince Naruhito 
marries Princess Masako Owada. 
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Quantitative Aptitude 


The questions given below were set in the BSRB 
(Bhopal) examination held on the 25th ^rll, 1993. 

We are gratefUl to Shri P. Paradeep Kumar Patra of 
Bhubaneswar for sending these questions to us. 

Q. 1. to 12. Whftt should comt in place of (?) made? 

1. 5596 + 4192 873 « 7 

(a) 10651 (h) 10661 (c) 10411 

id) 10852 ie) None of these 

2. 96X113 + 14-? 

§ ) 12192 (W 12152 (c) 10852 

) 10838 (e) None of these _ 

3. 315 +12960 36 = ? 

(a) 351 (b) 44.75 (c) 3.41 

(d) 318.6 (e) None of these 


(«) I (W g (C) I (d] 

ie) None of these 

5. ^ = 27.07 ; 

(fi) 10 (W 100 (c) 

id) 1(XK)0 ie) None of these 

6. (23,5 + 47)39.5 = ? 

(fl) 2784.75 ib) 1880 (c) 2765 

ie) None of these 

7 39^36 , 

='■.'^*45 ■'is'' 

to) f (» f to) I 

ie) None of these 

8. 8|%of?»150 

ie) 1250 (6) 1800 (c) 1700 

ie) None of these 

Q 46+18x6+4 - 

12x12+8x12“ 

/ N 20 , 111 .. 113 

57 912 120 

ie) None of these 

10. 7.5x0.9x14.4 = ? 

(a) 48.6 (W 91.44 (c) 97.2 

(d) 94.95 ie) None of these 

11. 9230 + 169.8+ ?»441.80 

(a) 189.7 ib) 179.7 (c) 

(d) 2W.70 ie) None of these 


(c) 1000 


id) 2800 


(c) 1700 id) 400 


(c) 97.2 


12. 2.016 +1.8 •? 

(a) 0.112 (b) 1.012 (C) 1.12 

id) 10.12 (e) None of these 

Q.13>17. What approximate value should come in 
place of the question mark (?) in the following qu«> 
Hons? You aro not expected to wodc out the exact value* 

13. 4432-930 + 1582-173 = ? 

(e) 3900 ib) 2100 (c) 1800 ' (d) 4900, 

ie) None of these 

14. 690x15 + 125-? 

ie) 10500 ib) 9800 (c) 98000 

id) 11500 ie) None of these 

15. 41% of 2950-? 

ie) 1100 ib) 120 ic) 1000 id) ii6 

ie) 1200 

16. 39.7x12x2.5 = ? 


ie) 1200 (W 960 ic) 1720 (d) 600 

ie) 450 

17. (V5TO+76.18)xl00.254»? 

ie) 2500 ib) 182400 (c) 7624 

id) 11000 ie) 10000 

18. 25% of the third of a niunber is 10. What is the. 
number? 

ie) 120 ib) 60 ; ic) 17.5 id) 30 

ie) None of these ^ 

19. On sports day if^ children were made to stand 
in a column, 16 colui^ could be formed. If 24 children 
were made to stand-m a column, how many colunms 
could be formed? 

(a) 45 ib) 22 (c) 20 id) 29 

ie) None of these 

20. Ashok took a loan of Rs 15000 for 3 years with 
simple interest. If the total interest paid is Rs 2,700, what 
is the rate of interest p.a.7 

(a) 18 (W 5.4 ic) 9 id) 6 

ie) None of these 

21. The average of Babu's marks in 7 subjects is 
His average in 6 subjects excluding science is 72. How 
many marks did he get in science? 

ie) 72 (» 90 (cr% 

id) cannot be determined ie) None of these 

22. Madhuri had 85 currency notes in all, some of 
which were of Rs KX) denomination and the remaining 
of Rs 50 denotninaUon. The total amount of all these 
currency notes was Rs 5000. How much amount ir^; 
Rupees did she have in the denomination of Rs 50? 

ie) 3300 ib) 70 ic) 1500 


ic) 1720 


id) 600 


ic) 7624 


ic) 3643 
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(d) cannot be detennined (e) None of these 

23. Jayant opened a shop investing Rs 30,000. 
Madhu joined him 2 months later, investing Rs 45,000. 
They earned a profit of Rs 54000 after completion of one 
year. What will be Madhu's share of profit? 

(a) Rs 27000 (b) Rs 24000 (c) Rs 36000 

(d) Rs 30000 (e) None of these 

24. The ratio of boys and girls in a school is 5:2. The 
number of boys is more by 450 than that of the girls. How 
many students are there in that school? 

(fl) 750 (W 1050 (c) 300 

(d) cannot be determined (e) None of these 

25. Which of the following numbers should be 
added to 11148 to make it exactly divisible by 7? 

(a) 9 (W 8 (c) 7 (d) 5 

(e) 3 

26. A customer purchased an office bag with a price 
tag of Rs 600 in a sale where 25% discount was t^ng 
onWed on the tag price. The customer was given a fur¬ 
ther discount of 10% on the amount arrived at after 
giving usual 25% discount. What was the final amount 
paid by the customer? 

(a) Rs390 (b) Rs405 (c) Rs540 

(d) Rs565 (e) None of these 

27. A train travelling at a speed of 90 km/hom 
crosses a pole in 10 seconds. What is the length of the 
train in meters? 

(a) 250 (b) 150 (c) 900 

(d) cannot be determined (e) None of these 

28. Rohan and Sunil independently complete a 
piece of work in<Sliours and ^ours respectively. If they 
work together, how much time will be required to com¬ 
plete that work? 

(a) 12 hours (b) 6 hours (c) 4 hours 

(d) 2 hours (e) None of these 

29. Four years ago the ratio of Kimi's age to 
Madhuri's age was 4 ; 7. What will be the ratio of their 
ages now? 

(fl) 8:11 (W 6; 9 (c) 4:7 

(d) cannot be determined (e) None of these 

30. A monthly instalment of Rs 180 is required to be 
paid for repayment of an interest free loan in 40 months, 
if it is decided to pay it in 30 months, how much will be 
the monthly instalment in Rupees? 

(fl) 240 (b) 198 (c) 330 (d) 60 

(e) None of these 

31. 7000bricks were purchased for Rs 5740. The cost 
of transportation of these bricks to construction sight 
was Rs 805. What was the overall cost per thousand 
bricks? 

(fl) Rs935 (W Rs 6,545 (c) Rs 812.50 

(d) Rs 654.50 (e) None of these 

32. Chaman purchased 20 dozen notebooks at Rs48 
per dozen. He sold 8 dozen at 10% profit and remaining 
12 dozen with 20% profit. What is nis profit percentage 
in this transaction. 


(fl) 15 (W 7.68 (c) 16 (d) 19.2 

(e) None of these 

33. If 6 years are subtracted fiom the present age of 
Gulzar and the remainder is divided by 18, then you get 
the present age of his grandson Anup. If Anup is two 
years younger to Mahesh whose age is 7 years, then 
what is the present age of Gulzar? 

(fl) 96 years (b) 59 years (c) 84 years 

(d) 48 years 

34. A tell pen factory decided to reduce its produc¬ 
tion by 10% over that of previous month for next 3 
months starting from February 1992. In January 1992 it 
produced 3000 tell pens. How many ball <pens were 
produced in March lw2? 

(a) 2700 (b) 2430 (c) 2187 (d) 2400 

(e) None of these 

35. If the length and the breadth of a rectangular 
plot are increased by 50% and 20% respectively, the new 
area will be how many times the original area? 

(fl) I (W 10 (c) l| (d) 100 

(e) None of these 

Q. 36-40. In each of the following series a wrong 
number is given. Find out that number. 

36. 6 12 48 100 ,384 .768 3072 

(fl) 768 (b) 384 (c) 100 (d) 48 (e) 12 

37. 10 26 74 218 654 1946 5834 

(fl) 26 (b) 74 (c) 218 (d) 654 (e) 1946 

38. 15 16 34 105 424 2124 12756 

(fl) 16 (b) 34 (c) 105 (d) 424 (e) 2124 

39. 2807 1400 697 347 171 84 41 20 

(fl) 697 (b) 347 (c) 171 (d) 84 (c) 41 

40. 32 36 41 61 86 122 171 235 

(fl) 41 (b) 61 (c) 86 (d) 122 (e) 171 

Q. 41-45. Study the graph carefully and answer the 
questions given below: 



41. Which State has the maximum percentage of 

electrified villages? ^ 

(fl) A (» B (c) 5 (d) D 

(e) E 

42. If the Central Government desires to give aid for 
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speedy electrification starting from States with least 
electrification, which State wfll get fourth rank in the 
order of priority? 

(fl) C (W B (c) A id) E 

(e) F 

43. How many States have at least 60% or more 
electrified villages? 

(a) Rve (b) Three (c) Four (d) TWo 

(e) One 

"’44. Which State has twice the percentage of villages 
electrified in comparison to State D? 

(a) C (i) F (c) A (d) B 

(e) E 

45. In case of State A, what per cent of villages are 
electrified? 

(a) 65 (W 25 (c) 35 (d) 75 

(c) None of these 

Q. 46-50. Study the Table and answer the ques¬ 
tions given below it 

Number of employees working In various 



46. In which year the number of employees work¬ 
ing in production department was less than 50% of the 
total employees? 

(a) 1987 (b) 1988 (c) 1989 (d) 1990 

(e) None of these 

47. In which of the following years each department 
had more number of employees than it had in the imme¬ 
diately preceding year. 

(a) 1990 (b) 1989 (c) 1988 (d) 1987 

(e) None of these 

48. In which department the number of employees 
approximately remained the same during the years 1986 
to 1991. 

(a) Production (b) Sales 

(c) Research & IDevelopment (R & D) 

(d) Administration 6c Accounte (e) Purchase 

49. Which department had less than 10% of the total 
employees all through the year 1986 to 1991? 

(a) Purchase (b) Sales 

(c) Research & D^elcmment 

(d) Admn/Accounts (e) None of these 

50. In which year the total number of employees 
reached approximately twice the total number of 
employees the factory had in the year 1986? 

(fi) 1991 (b) 1990 (c) 1989 (d) 1988 

(e) 1987 


ANSWERS 4c EXPLANATIONS 


1. (8) 

Z (e) Ansl0,862 

3. (e) 

4. <c) 

5. 00 

6. 00 

7. (e) 

8. (W 

9. 00 

10. fc) 

11. m 

(c) 

13. id) 

14. (e) 

15. (e) 

16. (a) 

17. (e) 

18. (» 

19. (c) 

20. 00 Rate = 

SJ.X100 

Pxt 

21. (c) 

22. (8) 


23. 01) Madhu's investment for 10 mmitfts >45000 

Madhu's investment for 12 mcmths*^^^^ « 
Ratio >4; 5 

24. (e) Ans630 25. <f) 26. (b) 

27. 00 In 3600 seconds it covers 90.000 meters 

In 10 seconds it covers °° 250 m 

36IJU 

28. (e) 29. 00 30. <s) 31. 00 

32. (c) CJP. of 20 dozen note books ORs 48 >960 

CP. of 8 dozen >384 

Sof 96 «10% > ™ 

CP. of 12 dozen = 576 

560x120 3456 

S.P.«20%-ioO^=-5- 

CP of both =960 
S.Ro/both = ^ 


.^-960=-^f 

5 5 


Gain% = 


768x100 768 


5 x 960 48 .:■?* 

33. W 34. 0>) 35. (c) f 

36. (c) ■Iheseriesis:3X2 = 6;6X2 = 12;t2X4 = «; 

48X4 = 192;192 X 2 = 384;384X2 = 76ft , 

768 X 4 = 3072...Sol00iswrong.Itshouldbe 192. , 4 

37. (d) Theseriesis:10X3-4 = 26;26X3-4*74; 

74X3-4 = 218;218X3-4 = 650andsoon. 

So 654 is wrong. It should be 650. -. 

38. (e) The series is: 15 X1 +1 = 16; 16 X 2 + 2 = 34; -5^ 

34 X 3 + 3 = 105;105 X 4 + 4 = 424; | 

424X5+ 5 = 2125; 2125 X 6 + 6 = 12756. .p 

Thus 2124 is wrong. It should be 2125. : 

39. (b) Starting from the last figure, tile series is; >' 

20X2 + 1=41;41X2 + 2 = 84;84X2 + 3=171; | 

I71X2+4 = 346,mulsoon.So,347iswrong. t 

It should be 346. 

40. (o) These.^is: ,9 ’ ! 

32 + 2^ = 36; 36 + 3* = 45; 45 + 4* » 61; and so on. 

So, 41 is wrong. It should be 45. , .jj 

Atis. 41 to 45. Lei us mark percentages of villages not '-S 


electrifiedfetectrified. Thus, 



-31’ 


Not electrified 


electiified 


A 

25% 


75% 

■ '.i: 

B 

45% 


55% 


C 

20% 


80% 

‘1 

D 

60% 


40% 

■1 

E 

50% 


50% 


P 

30% 


70% 


This will hdp us to find out the answers quiddy. 

' . 

41. (c) 

42. (8) 

43. (8) 

44. Oi) 

45 .::^,'. 

46. 0) 

47. <a) 

48. (c) 

49. (8) 

50 . Mk 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


ENGUSH LANGUAGE 


* Rtad kh« following pMMgc cart- 
fttlly and anawtr tha quaatloni 
dvan balow It. Cartaln words hava 
baan undarllnad to halp you to lo- 
cata tham whila answering soma of 
tha questions: 

The greatest function of 
television Is to provide a meeting 
place for the individual and the 
wider society in which he lives. As 
such, it performs the very same hinc- 
tions that belong to newspaper jour¬ 
nalism and to periodicals. Only, it 
does so through a different medium. 
One has only to recognise the jour¬ 
nalistic nature of teie^ion in order 
to realize that government owner¬ 
ship and control of television would 
be as great an outrage as government 
control of the press. Arguments for 
government ownenhip and control 
which are perf^y vwd elsewhere 
apply just as little to television as they 
do to Ae press, for the simple reason 
that television is neither an 
"indushy" nor a public utility ser¬ 
vice, but a creative profession and 
can flourish only in freedom. Even 
the most popular government alwa}rs 
and necessarily constitutes a power¬ 
ful vested Interest, and this itself is a 
sufficient reason for keeping the 
channels through which opinions are 
expressed free of government 
domination , as indeed of any 
domination whatever. The problem 
is to ensure that control of television 
is not concentrated in a few hands, 
since government domination of 
television is perhaps not much better 
than the domination of television by, 
say, private interesls. 

1. What is the greatest function 
of television? 

(a) to offer opportunities to ar¬ 
tists and parties for self ex¬ 
pression. 

(W to provide a medium to 
outstanding individuals 
and state for publicity. 

. (f) to provide meeting place 


for Individual and wider 
society. 

(d) to make available meeting 
place to press artists and 
profmionals. 

2. What is common between 
press media and television? 

(a) they pursue same func¬ 
tions. 

(&} they practise different 
modes of influencing 

£ ublic tastes. 

ey bring revenue to their 
owners. 

•. Of) none of these 

3. Government control of 
television is: 

Oi) an excellent social service 

(b) the negation of freedom of 
expression 

(c) a singular service to 
demoaatic values 
Of) a great insult of democracy 

4. Why shouldn't the govern¬ 
ment own the television? 

0>) because artists will not 
work for an indus^ 
t(b) because television is a crea¬ 
tive profenion and not a 
public utility service 
0:) because owner^p leads to 
too much interference 
(<f) because government con¬ 
trol of television is not 
liked by the people 

5. Even , the most popular 
goverrunent is prone to: 

Oi) domination and coercion 
of independent voices 

(b) using powerful channels 
for self-promotion 
^(c) serving powerful vested 
interests 

(d) creating pressure groups 
for selrah ends 

6. The moot point in running 
the television is: 

(a) to avoid its control by the 
elite only 

(b) to avoid its control by 
private parties only 

(c) to avoid its control by 
government only 
• (d) to avoid its control in a few 
hands 


* Qwose the word whldi is neariy 
the same in meanii^ of the follow¬ 
ing words underlined in die pas¬ 
sage: 

7. Ensure > 

'(a) guarantee (1:) protect 

(c) secure 

(d) strengthen 

8. outrage 

(d) harm (b) affront 

(c) havoc (d) mischief 

9. valid 

' (a) logical (b) fair 

(c) hmlthy (d) sound 

* Choose the word which is the 
most opposite in meaning of the fol¬ 
lowing words underlineoTin the pas¬ 
sage: 

10. concentrated 

(a) spread (b) dispersed 
. (c) delegated 

(d) distnbuted 

11. dontination 

(a) licence (b) liber^ 

- (c) freedom * (d) charity 

12. flcm^h 

(a) fail (b) decline 

(c) suffer id) die 

* Oioose the most suitable word 
from the four cholces/words to fill 
up the blank in the following sen¬ 
tences: 


13. Tourism must be _ 

nursed and developed. 

(a) profitaoly 
mtelligently 
carefully 
cautiously 

14. Mechanised farming and 

limited land do not_togemer. 

(a) work go 

(c) move (d) advance 

15. Democrat gives the_ 

of freedom to indiviouais. 

(a) blessings (b) benefits 

(c) gxe^gs i/i) miracles 

16. He murmured something 

and I put my ear close to his_. 

(fi) twth (M face 

(c) cheeks « id) lips 

17. The fear aid anxiety of being 

foiuid out^_^more or less gone. 

(a) fias (5) are 
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(c) were (d) had 

18. The novel is woven_the 

theme of a g;irl choosing a suitable 
boy. 

(a) around (b) out 

(c) over W) on 

19. On the face of it, everything 
_her seemed a bundle of con¬ 
tradictions. 

(a) of (W off 

(c) about W round 

20. He began to yell at the atten¬ 
dant he got finwy exhausted. 

(a) until ijb) unless 

fc) when (d) whereas 

* Read eadt sentence to find out If 
there is any cnor in it The errot if 
any, will be in one part of the sen¬ 
tence. The number of that part is the 
answer. If there is no error, the 
answer is (5). 

21. It is in countries like India (1) 
where there is linking (2) between 
religion and family (3) that the futxue 
rests (4). No error (5). 

22. India is a ^ssly (1) over¬ 
populated country u) with a serious 
unemployment problem (3) in its 
hands (4). No error (5). 

23. He is now (1) more optimis¬ 
tic (2) than he has been (3) for four 
years (4). No error (5). 

24. There have been no known 

(1) incidents of book burning in India 

(2) and no great debate on the 
subject of censorship neither (4). No 
error (5). • 

25. He is a poet (1) who has set 
out (2) into a journey from the present 

(3) to the future (4). No error (5). 

26. Recently unauthorised 
helicopter flights upon (1) the park 
have not only added (2) to the woes 
of the park management (3) but also 
played havoc with its wild life (4). No 
error (5). 

27. The wonder of wemder (1) is 
that man seldom (2) learns from (3) 
his past mistakes (4). No error (5). 

28. Studies abroad show (1) that 
a bypass surgery is (2) often more 
profitable to me surgeon (3) than to 
the patient (4). No error (5). 

29. ' The greater (1) the chaos (2) 
the best is (3) his concentration (4). 
No error (5). 

30. None of the dub (1) mem¬ 
bers seem (2) to have taken (3) the 
^ost stories serlot»ly (4). No error 


* In the following sentences, for 
each underlined word, there are 
four choices. Choose the most ap- 
propriate dioice without change 
me meaning of the sentence. 

31. I don't mean to be flippant 
but there is no nice way to kfUsom? 
body in a war. 

(a) mean 
0) frivolous 
(c) naughty 
OO desperate 

32. The state finds itself in a bind 
in fids matter as on many other is¬ 
sues. 

(a) nuisance 

(i>) depressbn 

(c) problem (4) conflict 

33. Before my work on the 
writer appeared there were many 
vague ideas afloat about him. 

(a) modem (b) primitive 
(c) stagrumt 

(4) circulating 

34. Power went to her head and 
she could not stand even minor 
criticism. 

(a) digest (b) drink 

(c) bear 

(4) appreciate 

35. What India hankers for most 
at this moment is security and 
stability. 

(a) desires (b) aims 

(c) plans (4) dreams 

* Read the following passage care¬ 
fully and fill up the blanks after 
choosing the most suitable word 
from the four choices given for each 
blank: 

This is not such an empty idealist 
36 as some people imagine. It is 
within the ^ of the practical 

politics of today and the near future. 
We may not have it within our ^ 
but those with vision can see it 
emerging 39 the horizon. And even 
if there ^'cfelay in the realization of 
our goal, what does it 41 ifoursteps 
maim in the right ^ and our eyes 
look steadily in For in the pursuit 
itself of a mighty M there is joy and 
happiness and a ^ of achievement. 

36. (fi) aim (h) goal 


36. fo) aim 
(c) ainbitii 

37. range 
(c) reach 

38. to) grasp 
<c) ^p 

39. (fl) over 


aim W goal 

ainbition (4) dream 

range (h) circle 

reach (4) cycle 

grasp control 

^p (d) meaning 

over (2>) into 


(c) before 

40. fo) is 
(c) was 

41. fa) mean 
(c) stand 

42. ( 0 ) direction 
(c) path 

43. ia) around 
(c) front 

44. (a).service 
(c) objective 

45. (fl) pleasure 
(c) measure 


(d) on 

S§sr 

(U road 
W choice . 

ib) round 
W within 

(b) object 
uO piupose 

(b) mliih 
W target 


* Rc-anangc the following scnfamcM 
in their natural sequence: 

A. as a whole is to function 
cohesively 

B. this viewpoint sadly oveK». 
looks the tact 

C. lightning reflexes and movfr' 
ments 

D. that modem hockey is idt.. 
speed 

E. and that players must be 
peers in such qualities if the 
team 

46. First position: A,B,C,D,E . 

47. Second position: A, B,C,D,E ' C 

48. Third position; A,B,C,D,E • 

49. Fourth position: A, B, C, D, E • 

50. Fifth position: A, B, C, D, B 



_ ANSWERS __ 

(c) 2. (a) 3. (d) 4. (b) : 

(c) 6. (4) 7. ( 0 ) 8. (» 

(4> 10. (c) 11. (c) 12. (b) 

(b) 14. (b) 15. (a) 16. (4) 

(4) 18. ( 0 ) 19. (c) 20. ( 0 ) . 

(2) 'where there is a link' 

(4) 'on its hands' 

(5) No error. 

(4) 'the subject of censorship- 
either' 

(3) 'on a journey from the present' 

(1) 'flights over' 

(1) 'the wonder of wonders' 

(2) 'that bypass surger/ 

(3) 'the better is' 

(5) No error. 

(b) 3Z (a) 33. (4) 34. (c) 

( 0 ) 36. (4) 37. ( 0 ) 38. ( 0 ) 

id) 40. ib) 41. ib) 42. fa) 

(c) 44. (d) 45. ic) 46. B 

D 4§. C 49. E 50. A 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


General Awareness 

The questions given below were set in the Staff Selection I Venus 


I Commission Assistants’ Grade Examination hdd on the 2nd May, 
1993. 

We are grateful to Mr Binod Shankar (ff Patna, Mr Ujfwal and 
Mr Ashok Kumar Tuty, both of Ranchi, Mr Sanjeet Kumar Sinha 
ofMunger (Bihar) and Mr Monish Dua of New Delhi, for sending 
these questions to us. 

1. The strongest among the Maratha kings was: 

■ Aa) Chhatrapati Shivaji 

'^(b) Balaji Vishwanath 
(c) Balaji Baji Rao 
(d) Sahuji 

2. The people of the Rigveda period believed primarily 
in: 

(a) idol worship 

(b) worship of goddesses 
^(c) rituals and sacrifices 
(d) one God 

’ 3. Which of the following is the oldest dynasty? 

(a) Chalukyas (b) Cholas 

(c) Billavas ^(d) Satavahanas 

4. Which is the greatest Archipelago on the globe? 

^ (a) Indonesia (I 7 ) Japan 

(c) niilippines (d) West Indies 

5. Akbar has been called the 'first naticHia] King' main¬ 
ly because he 

(a) was a great administrator 

(b) estabtished new religion 'Din-i-Ilahi' 

(c) provided an efficient govt to people 
^(d) was highly tolerant and secular in outlook 
. 6. Faizi, the elder brotha* of Abul Fazl, was a great 
scholar and poet of: 

(a) Arabic (b) Urdu 

f(c) Persian (d) Hindi 

7. The Indus Valley houses were built of: 

(a) Bamboos (b) Wood 

y(c) Bricks (d) Stones 

8. Gautam Buddha delivered his first sermon at: 

(a) Vaishali (b) Pataliputra 

y(c) Samath (d) Sanchi 

> 9. Of the total area of India how much is under forest 
cover? 

(a) 30% ,^{b) 23% 

(c) 33% (d) 40% 

10. The longest circle which can be drawn on the earth 
surface passes along: 

(a) Circle of Arctic 
^(b) Equator 
(c) Thipic of Cancer 

(d) Tropic of Capricorn 

11. Which (me of the planets is neatest to the earth? 

(a) Jupiter 

(b) Mercury 

(c) Mars 
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12. Who among the following visited anfi studied at 
Nalanda University? 

/(») HieunTsang (b) Fahien 

(c) Megasthanese (d) None 

13. The 'Ryotwari Settlement' in Madras was introduced 

by: • 

(a) Jame Thomson 

(b) Lord Cornwallis 
y,(c) Thomas Munto 

((f) Mount Stuart Elphiastone 
»14. The highest dam in India is: 

^ (a) Bhakra-Nangal dam 

(b) Hirakud dam 

(c) Nagarjunasagar dam 

(d) Hingabhadra dam 

15. Buddhism became the State religion during: 

(fl) Chandragupta Maurya 

^ (b) Ashoka 

(c) Samudragupta 

(d) Kumargupta 

16. Which of the following is the largest planet of Solar 
System? 

• (a) Earth ^ (b) Saturn 

/'(c) Jupiter ^ (d) Uranus 

17. The three States of North East India which are 
reported having more than 50% of the total area under forest 
are: 

(a) Assam, Nagaland, Meghalaya 

(b) Manipur, Nagaland, Nfizoram 
^ (c) Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur 
^(d) Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram, Tripura 

18. GNP is equal to; 

(a) GDP + depreciation 

/(b) GDP->■ net income from abroad 

(c) GDP- depreciation 

(d) GDP- net income from abroad 

19. Satpura Ranges are an example ofi 
^(a) volcanic mountains 

(b) block mountains 

(c) residual mountains 
((f) fold mountains 

20. Maximum density of canals lies in which of the fol¬ 
lowing States? 

/0>) Andhra Pradesh 

(b) Punjab 

(c) Tamil Nadu 

(d) Uttar Pradesh 

21. Whidv State of India records the highest productlcHi 
of tea? 

(a) West Bengal (b) Kergla 

Ac) Assam (d) Tao^Nadu 

' 22. Green Revolution has led to: 

(a) an increase in regional ine(]ualities 




(b) anincnaaeto int^pensonalinajua^^ 

Me) maxixniun addition to wheat productioa 

^ (d) aU of the above ^ 

23. Whidi of the following combinations of crop pn>- 
vide raw material for Agro-bas^ industries?. 

.(«) Cotton + jute + OS seeds 
^(b) Pulses 4-Tobacco + Jute 

(c) Jowar 4- Cotton + ftigarcane 

(d) Rag^ 4- Spices 4- Sugarcane 
» 24. Bile is secreted by: 

(a) pancreas 

(b) small intestines 

(c) stomach 
^(d) liver 

25. A situation of monopoly in the market refers to: 

(a) one seller one buyer 

(b) many sellers one buyes* 

(c) many sellers many buyers 
^ (d) one seller many buyers 

26. Railway sleepers being in short supply, India is 
obliged to import about: 

(a) two-third of her total requirement 
^(b) one-third of her total requirement 

(c) three-fourth of her total requirement 

(d) half of her total requirement 

’ 27. Who is associated with ‘Theory of Laissez-faire'? 

(a) Malthus (b) MarshaU 

y(c) Adam Smith (d) Keynes 

. 28. Gunnar Myrdal has dealt with the problem of Asian 
countries in 'Asian Drama' regarding: 
la) poverty 

^(b) modem industries 

(c) military dictatorship 

(d) neo<olonialism 

29. 'Budget-deficit' is the difference between all revenue 
and expenditure of: 

>(a) revenue account only 

(b) capital account only 

(c) both revenue and capital accounts 

(d) increased govt expenditure 

« 30. Which of the following soils has low humus con¬ 
tents? 

to) Alluvial (b) Black 

(c) Desertic to) Loamy 

31. The Suez Canal connects; 

y to) The Mediterranean Sea and the Red Sea 
(b) The Mediterranean Sea with the Caspian sea 
to) The Red Sea with the Indian Ocean 

(d) None of these 

32. Economic planning refers to: 
to) the mdiilisation of taxes 

(b) the acquisition of foreign capital 
^''(c) the allocadon of resources 
(d) the planning of manpower 

33. Area imder forest^ is far bdow the required percent¬ 
age in India because of: / 

to) Icmg dry sniU period 

^sr-fb) laige ar»%n<ler cultivation due to ever increas- 
-ing proBure of pc^nilation 
. to) uiq>upmed cutting of trees 


(<0 bugeextcxttttfdtcH^pnmeiEC^ . . 

> 34. Chairman of die 'Dmfling Committee' of die Con* 
sdtuent Aas^nbly was: 

^to) BJLAmbedkar 

^ (b) CD.Deshmokh />. 

to) KA4. Munshi '< j 

(d) T.T. Krishnamaduny .V| 

35. A balanced econranic growth means: ' 1 

to) didmnt sectors of economy grow at their latural i 

rates of growth . 

^(b) different parts of the economy grow in hasr X| 
monious manner . 

to) equal percentage growth in output over a perioidv.' 

of two years ■. 

(d) equal increase in resource allocaddn in all areas / 

36. Who can recommend aboiitiem or creation <d die > I 

Legislative Council in a State? I 

to) The State Council of Ministers ' 

__ (b) Legislative Assembly of the State ' >^ 

to) Governor 

((0 Advocate-General , 

‘ 37. The Vice-President is dected by: . i 

to) Rajya Sabha members 

(b) Lok Sabha members . .1 

/to) members of both Houses of Parliament r,; 

(d) members of Parliament and members of State ! 
Legislatures 

38. In the event of non-enforcement of Directive Prin-,. J 
ciplcs of the State by the Government, a citizen of India can /i 
move the: , 

to) High Court (b) District Court * 

to) Sujweme Court (d) None . 

*39. A proclamation of failure of constitutionar 
machinery in a State is valid, in the first instance, for; 
to) one month 

, (b) two months ',1 

''^(c) three months '[( 

(d) six months - v' 

(e) four months 

40. Theinunediateeffectof devaluation by a country is: 

to) toll in the demand for imports f ' 

(b) a boost to import-competing industries r; 

to) exports beonne more competitive ‘I 

^ {<0 All the above .i 

41. The Supreme CcHnmander of Armed forces in India . U 
is: 

/ to) President 

' (b) Mme Minister J 

to) Defence Minister 

(d) Home Minister . 

42. Whidi Fundamental Right of Indian Constitution ‘ 
prohibits traffic in Human beings? 

to) right to equality : V 

. (b) ri^t against exploitation . 

/ (c) ri^ttofreedom « 

(d) None . ^ 

43. JointSittingof Parliament is presided over by the: .i-'y 
to) Prime Minister 

(b) President ^ I' 

.to) Lok Sabha Speaker 't 

/ : ' 
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(d) Chainnan Rajya Sabha 
*' 44. Prime Minister is chairman of the: 

(a) UPSC 

(b) Finance Conunission 
^c) Planning Conunission 

(d) Minorities Conunission 
' 45. Which of the following is not a Union Territory? 
y(a) Arunachal Pradesh 
' (W Lakshadweep 

(c) Andaman and Nicobar islands 
W) Pondicherry 

46. Two persons nomiiuited by President to the Lok 
Sabha represent: 

(a) Anglo-Indians 
AW Parsees 

(c) Indo-Christians 

(d) Buddhists 

47. As per the first Constitutional Amendment Act, 
1951, Article 19 was amended in the interest of: 

/(a) security of the country 
^ (W security of the Prime Minister 

(c) fundamental rights 

(d) agrarian reforms in some States 

48. The total strength of a Legistative Council shall not 
exceed the following proportion of the membership of the 
Legislative Assembly of that State: 

y*(a) one-third 

(b) one-fourth 

(c) one-fifth 

(d) one-sixth 

49. The member of a State Public Service Commission 
can be removed on the ground of misbehaviour only after an 
enquiry has been conducted by the: 

(a) Committee appointed by President 
y(b) Supreme Court of India 

(c) High Court of State 

(d) Cominittee appointed by the Governor 

50. Which of the following is NOT likely to be a barrier 
separating biogeographic regions? 

ia) large ocean ..j 

mW large glacier ^ 

(c) large river * 

(d) large desert 

51. 'Malt', a stage of grams during beer making refers to 
the; 

(a) germinated wet grain 
(W dry grain 
^c) mashed grain 
(d) powder^ gr^in 

« 52. Which is not obtained from the bark of a tree? 

. (a) Quinine 
(W Tanin 
y^(c) Bhang 
(d) Cinnamon 

53. Alums used in various industrial processes especial¬ 
ly dyeing, contains besides the sulphate of one univalent 
metal and water of crystallisation, the sulphate of a; 

(a) bivalent metal 
>’(W tetravaleait metal 
(c) tervalent metal 


(d) pentavalent metal 

54. Which is a compoimd? 
to) Air 

.(W Ammortia 
^(c) Mercury 
(d) Ozone 

55. Linear distance between successive points that have 
the same phase in any wave disturbance is called: 

/to) wave-length 
'(b) amplitude 

(c) frequency 

(d) phase disturbance 

56. Power to appoint UPSC members rests with: 
to) Prime Minister 

(W Parliament 
.(c) President 

'^(d) the minister for Home Affairs 

57. The protein of rice grain is of good quality, being rich 
in: 

to) Lysine 
^ (b) Glutamine 

(c) Glycine 

(d) Thiamine 

58. 'Sake' is a favourite wine of Japanese. It is made 
from; 

to) Grape juice 
.(W Rice grains 
'"^(c) Palm-sap 
(d) Vinegar 

59. The barriers that can prevent small farmers in many 
tuitions from participating in tne green revolution include: 

to) money for investment 
(W education 
(c) small size of farms 
Ad) All the above 

60. Soil erosion occurs when wiitd or water removes soil 
from one location, which is often agricultural land, to another 
location, usually a river or non-agricultural land. This does 
not lead to: 

to) loss of agricultural land 
(W water pollution 

(c) blocking of light needed by plants in the water 
Ad) increas^ pi^uctivity of the non-agricultural 
land 

' 61. Light emitted by sun reaches earth in about: 
to) 2 minutes 
(W 10 minutes 
"(c) 8 minutes 
j(d) 12 minutes 

62. A shallow root system of plants will develop if the 
moist layer of the soil in which the plants are growing is: 

to) near the siuface 
y(W deep seated 

(c) saline in nature 

(d) sandy in nature 

63. Alcoholic beverages contain; 

(a) butyl alcohol « 

(W mefoyl alcohol 

^ (c) ethyl alcohol 
to) methanol 
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64. 1>e«dlyNig)it Shade'tree Is the source of alkalokk 

Atropine 
(1>) Quiz^ 

(c) Nicotine 
(lO Cocaine 

65. Wax is rich in: 

(a) Polyethers 
^b) F4tWacids* 

(c) Hydrocarbons 
OO Polyalcohols 

66. Opium poppy is obtained from a: 

plant 

(b) bacterium 

(c) virus 

(d) attimal 

67. Which is used as a magnifying glass? 

(a) plain mirror 

(W concave mirror 
jf^c) converge lens 

(d) diverginglens 

68. The species to which we belong is: 

(a) Homoerectus 
^■(b) Homo sapiens 

(c) Australopithecus robustus 

(d) None of these 

- 69. The chief guest of honour at the Republic Day 
Parade (1993) was: 
yXa) John major 

(b) Boris Yelstin 

(c) Francois Mitterrand' 

(d) Helmut Kohl 

70. Chairperson of the JPC Ooint Parliamentary Com¬ 
mittee) set up in 1992 to investigate securities scam Is: 

/ (a) George Fernandes 

(b) Jaipal Reddy 
*^c) R.N.MlKlha 

(d) Gurudas I>asgupta 

71. The sbgan "Swarajya Is my birth-right" was given 

(a) G.K.Gokhale 
^b) B.G.Tilak 

(c) M.K. Gandhi 

(d) None of these 

' 72. The most effective measure against Injustice adopted 
byGandhlji was: 

M fasting 

(b) hljrat 

(c) picketing 

(d) stoppage of work 

73. India-UK extradition pact relates to: 

(e) aid agreement between two countries 

(b) defence purchase 

^ (c) curbing the terrorist activities 
(d) None 

74. Which country was expelled by UN from its mem^ 
bership In September 1992? 

(a) S. Africa 

(b) Yugoslavia 
-He) Iraq 

(d) Cz^osbvakla 


'75, Theflntses^cpofthebidlanNationalGmgreasivat' 
hdd under dte pre^entahlp oh 

(а) Bacuruddln Tyali)l 

(б) A.O.Hume i 

(c) B.Nhilabari 

'^tO W.C. Bonnerjee 

76. 90% of die world's rice is grown in': 

(а) Africa 

(б) America 

(c) UK 

Jd) Asia I 

77. Non-cooperation Movement was launched by: 

(a) Dadaohal Naoroji 

/ (6) Chlttaranjan Das 

Ac)' Mahatma Gandhi 
''(d) Jawahar Lai Nehru 

78. Thinning of the Ozone layer was first discoveied In. 
1985 oven 

(a) Antarctica 

(b) North Pole 

(c) Greenland 

(d) Sweden 

79. Where did Mahatma Gandhi first by the weapon of 
Satyagraha? 

jHa) South Africa 
(6) Champaran 

(c) Bandou > 

(d) Daindi 

80. The first ever spacecraft to visit an asteroid is nameth' 
(a) Gaspra 

^b) Galileo, 

(c) Newton 

(d) Challei^er 

81. Charmlnar challenge Deodhar Trophy was won in. 
1992^: 

(a) North Zone 
^(ii) South Zone 

(c) West Zone 

(d) Bast Zone 

82. The best actrsis award for 1992 was received by: 

(a) Madhuri Dixit 

(b) StlDevl 

'- ie) Moloya Goswaml 
(d) None 

83. Jogeshwarl' has been in the news recently because 
of: 

(a) site of terrorist attack 

(b) Hailjan onassacre 
Jc) communal riots 

•^(d) Noneofthese 
• 84. "Rapid Action Force" is formed frir: 

Ot) providing relief during luitural calamities 
•^(6) countering communal riots 

(c) acceleratL^ economic growth 

(d) increasing export earnings 
85. 'Quinine'is an alkaloid that: 

(a) causes malaria 
.... ib) cures malaria 

(c) kiUs mosquitoes 

, (d) prevents mosquitoes to bite men 
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86. The 10th NAM summit was held at: 

(a) Belgrade 

Jakarta 

(c) Dhaka 

(d) New Delhi 

87. 'National Renewal Fund' is meant for: 

(a) helping workers aff^ed by restructuring of the 
economy 

(b) importing high technology equipment from 
abroad 

(c) financing relief operations in natural calamities 

(d) financing afforestation and environment 

> 88. Between which of the following two stations does 
the Samjhota Express run? 

(a) Kandla and Karachi 

(b) Delhi and Islamabad 
(f) Howrah and Dhaka 

^^(.d) New Delhi and Lahore 
» 89. START-II treaty was signed in January 1993 by: 
y^a) George Bush and Boris Yeltsin 

(b) Boris Yelsdn and John Major 

(c) John Major and Mitterrand 

(d) Mitterrand and Bill Ginton 

- 90. Which of the following earns maximum foreign ex¬ 
change for India? 

(a) Tea 

(b) Cotton textiles 

(c) Machinery and equipment 

(d) Gems and jewellery 

^LWhich one of the following Vice-Presidents of India 
was laieFelected as President? 

(a) B.D. Jatti 
(W G.S.Pathak 

(c) M. Hidayatullah 
{{gJiJladhakrishnan 
92. 'Maastricht' is in: 

(fl) Denmark 
Holland 

(c) Great Britain 

(d) Germany 

- 93. 'Human Rights Day' is observed on: 

(a) 16th June 
(h) 24 October 
(f) 2nd Dec 
^d) 10th Dec 

94. Dr Boutros B. Ghali belongs to: 

(a) S. Arabia 

m Egypt 
'^(c) Iran 
(d) Korea 

95. National Anthem of India is composed by: 

(a) Bankim Chandra 

(b) Satyajit Ray 

(c) Sarat Chandra Bose 
j{d) Rabindra Nath Tagore 

a 96. Chairman of the 10th Finance Commission is: 

Ja) K.C.Pant 
'^{b) N.K.P. Salve 
(r) R.N. Mirdha 

(d) Manmohan Singh 


«i>97. Whldi Indian jurist became the Preaidettt of Intama- 
tional Court of Justice? 

(m) BJ4.Rau 
y(h) Nagendra^gjh 
(c) PJ^I. Bhagwati 
id) N.CLAyangar 

98. 'Globalization of Indian Econom/means: 

M having minimum possible restrictions on 
' economic relations with other countries 

(b) giving up programmes of import substitution 

(c) steming up external bortowbigs 

(d) establishing Indian business units abroad 

99. On the eve of disintegration of former Soviet Union 
in 1991, some of Republics created: 

(e) Warsaw Pact 

(b) Group of 77 

(c) Commcmwealth of Nations 

^(d) Commonwealtii of Ind^ndent States 

100. Who was NOT a memb^ of any House of the 
Parliament when first appointed as the Prime Minister? 

(a) G.L.Nanda 

(b) Chandrasekhar 
^^(c) P.V. Narasimha Rao 
— (d) MorarjiDesai 


ANSWERS 


1. (fl) 

2. (c) 

3. (d) 

4. (fl) 

5. (d) 

6. (c) 

7. (c) 

8. (c) 

9. (b) 

10. (W 

11. (d) 

12. (fl) 

13. (c) 

14. (fl) 

15. (W 

16. (c) 

17. (d) 

18. (W 

19. (fl) 

20. (fl) 

21. (c) 

21 (c) 

23. (fl) 

24. (d) 

25. (d) 

26. (W 

27. (c) 

28. (fl) 

29. (fl) 

30. (b) 

31. (fl) 

32. (c) 

33. (b) 

34. (fl) 

35. (W 

36. (b) 

37. (c) 

38. (c) 

39. (W 

40. (d) 

41. (fl) 

42. (b) 

43. (c) 

44. (c) 

45. (fl) 

46. (fl) 

47. (fl) 

48. (fl) 

49. (« 

50. (fl) 

51. (c) 

52. (c) 

53. (b) 

54. (b) 

55. (fl) 

56. (c) 

57. (W 

58. (b) 

59. (d) 

60. (d) 

61. (c) 

62. (W 

63. (c) 

64. (fl) 

65. (b) 

66. (fl) 

67. (c) 

68. (b) 

69. (fl) 

70. (c) 

71. (b) 

72. (fl) 

73. (c) 

74. (c) 

75. (d) 

76. (d) 

77. (c) 

78. (fl) 

79. (fl) 

80. (W 

81. (b) 

82. (c) 

83. (c) 

84. Or) 

85. (b) 

86. (b) 

87. (fl) 

88. (d) 

89. (fl) 

90. (d) 

91.. (d) 

92. (b) 

93. (d) 

94. (» 

95. (d) 

96. (fl) 

97. (b) 

98. (fl) 

99. (d) 

100. (c) 
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GENERAL iMTElliGE^E 


TEST OF REASONINf: . 


Find out the missing numbers: 

1. 41; 14; 53; 35; 72; 27; 36;... 

2. 1;1;1;2;4;8;...;9;27. 

3. 6; 3; 18; 7; 5; 35; 4; 5;... 

4. 3; 21; 7; 42; 6;...; 9; 36; 4. 

5. 4; 7; 13;...; 49; 97; 193. 

6. 436; 387; 351; 326;...; 311. 

7. 9;...; 18; 28; 27; 21; 36; 14. 

8. 23; 31; 41; 53; 67;..,. 

Numbers in questions 9 to 12 have a definite arran> 
gement Your task is to find out the missing numbers: 




Find out the right numbers from the given choice for 
question-marks so that the numbers in the second ^ret 
may have die same relationship as the first set of num¬ 
bers. 

13. 15:225: :27:? 


to) 445 

(W 337 

(c) 729 

(d) 785 

14. 25:125; 

; :!:? 



to) 1 

(b) 2 

(c) 4 

(d) 5 

15. 21:41: 

:56:? 



to) 111 

(b) 86 

(c) 65 

(d) 113 

16. 12:61: 

:?:86 . 



to) 15 

(W 19 

(0 17 

(d) 21 


In questions 17 to 20, which two signs should be 
intercha^ed to make the equation correct? 

17. (6-3)+ (4-2+13)+ (7x2) = 21 
(a) +and- (b) xand+ 

(c) +and+ (d) xand- 


18. (12+3) + (6x2) + (7X3) -6 = 1 

(a) xand+ (b) +and + 

(c) xand- (d) +and- ( 

19. (4x4)+ (21+7+3)-(35-7) = 28 

to) +and- (b) -and + 

(c) xand+ (d) +andx 

20. 6 + (9-3) + (8-1) X (7-4) = 20 

to) xand+ (b) +and + 

(c) +and- (d) xand- 

Meanings of the signs given below have been ex¬ 
plained. Tide-mark the right choice. 

0 means is more than 
□ means is less than 
A means is equal to 
V means is not equal to 

21. IfAQB;D0CandDAA,then 

(A) BAC (b) BQC 

(c) B0C (d) AAC 

22. IfBQA;C0DandC0Bthen 

to) CQA (b) eVA 

(c) C0A(d) Can't say 

23. IfBV C;DQA;BADandC0Dthen 

(a) B0A (b) BOA 

(c) BAA (d) C0B 

24. A man has got ten rupee notes, Bve rupee notes 
and two rupee notes. The total number of notes is 56 and 
the money amounts to Rs 401. The number of five rupee 
notes is two less than the two rupee notes. The ratio 
between ten rupee notes and the remaining notes is 4:3. 
How many two rupee notes has he got? 


(fl) 12 (b) 15 

(c) 17 

(d) 13 

25. How many pillars are needed to construct a 300 
mt long bridge if the pillars are at 12^ mts distance from 

each other? 

to) 25 (b) 24 

(0 26 

(d) 27 

Find the odd-man ouk 

26. to) FbdH 

(b) KgiM 

.(c) RnpT 

(d) ToqV 

(e) WsuY 

27. to) UwTv 

(b) DfCe 

(c) NpMo 

(d) QspR 

(e) FhEg 


28. to) dEgr 

(b) pQsW 

(c) bCeH 

(d) tUwZ 

(e) fGiL 


29. to) CwxD 

(b) FtuG 

(c) LnoM 
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30. Cd) YuW (W HcF (c) LhJ 

W) WsU (e) TpR 

Questions 31 to 33 are based on the series of letters 
given below: 

WQMGGWQMGMQGMGQMGWQMG 

QGQMWMQWGWQMG 

31. How many Qs are followed by M and preceded 
byW? 

(a) 2 (W 3 (c) 4 W) 5 

(e) 6 

32. Which two letters have equal frequency? 

(a) WandQ (b) MandG 

(c) GandQ (d) WandG 

ie) QandM 

33. What is the number of letters with same letters on 
right and left? 

to) 2 (W 3 to) 4 to) 5 

to) 6 

In the English alphabets from A to Z, which letter 

34. is third to the right of 14th letter from the end? 

to) M (b) N to) O to) P 

to) Q 

35. is exactly in the middle of 22nd letter from the 
right and 9th letter from the left? 

to) F (b) G to) S to) R 

to) Q 

In following questions, four words are related to the 
lead word in the came way while one is different Find it 
out 


letters enclosed in box. 


41. 

O 

nji T 

S 

I D 

E 




to) 

w 

(b) 

y 

to) h 


to) 

f 


to) 

b 

0 


to) 




42. 

R 

E 

w 

lS 

R D 

S 




to) 

y 

(b) 

q 

to) p 


to) 

8 


to) 

8 

0 

X 

to) f 




43. 

A 

P 

R 

I 

c o [ 

3 




to) 

z 

(b) 

w 

to) h 


to) 

8 


to) 

m 

0 

k 

to) p 



44. 

E 

X 

c nn 

A I 

M 




to) 

d 

(b) 

y 

to) p 


(d)* 

u 


to) 

a 

0 

k 

to) w 




45. 

H 

E 

A 

L 

T H 


] 



to) 

m 

(b) 

V 

(c) p 



) 


to) 

d 

0 

y 

to) V 



46. 

R 

E 

M 

A 

I N 

S 




to) 

y 


8 

to) w 


to) 

P 


to) 

q 

0 

c 

to) a 





Study the following figure and answer questions 47 
and 48. 



36. ELEPHANTS 
to) EAT 


(W PANTS 


to) LEANto) SPLEEN 
to) HATS 

37. TELEPHONE 
to) ONE 
to) POET 

38. SOMETHING 
to)THUMB 
to) SHAME 
to) MOTH 

39. TROUBLESOME 


(b) HOPE 
to) LEON 

(b) SOOTHING 
to) GUEST 


to) POLL 


47. Count the number of squares in the figure given 
above. 

to) 9 (b) 13 to) 16 to) 18 

to) 20 

48. How many triangles are there? 

to) 38 (b) 36 to) 32 to) 28 

to) 26 

Find out fbuivletter and five4etter words for the 
brackets which could be added to words on left and 
right 

49. HAND (--•-) THING 

50. FARM(-----)KEEPER 


to) TREES 

(b) BLOUSE 

Find the odd*inan out: 




to) SOLUBLE 

(d) TROUBLE 

51. to) horse 

(b) cow 

to) 

dog 

to) REMOTE 


(d) deer 

to) rabbit 



40. NEIGHBOUR 


52. to) tortoise 

(b) snake 

to) 

crow 

to) ROGUE 

(b) HEIR 

to) duck 

to) whale 



to) BORE 

to) BRIDGE 

53. to) France 

(b) Turkey 

to) 

Spain 

to) RHINO 


to) Norway 

to) Greece 



Words given in questions are followed by their 

54. to) chin 

(b) fly** 

to) 

lost 

coded forms, each small letter representing one letter 

to) rest 

to) first 



from the word. Your task is to find out the right code for 

55. to) cheese 

(b) butter 

to) 

curd 
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(d) cream (e) yeaat 

56. {fl) Newton (W B^ethovan 

(c) Faraday (d) Addison 

(e) Marconi 


57. (e) bicycle (b) scooter 

(d) train (e) bus 

58. (a) harbour (b) island 

(c) peninsula (d) coast 

What is common In the following: 


(c) car 
(e) oasis 


59. H. Poirot: James Bond: Sherlock Holmes. 

(a) They are officers from Scotland Yard. 

(W They are spies. 

(c) They are famous characters with secret mis¬ 
sions who find out things. 

(d) They are warriors from old English stories. 

60. Kaziranga : Petiyar; Mudumalai 

(a) They are famous sanctuaries. 

(b) The places are famous for old temples. 

(c) They were ancient trade centres of our 
country. 

(d) They ore famous for their caves. 

61. Alice: Shylock; Dr 29dvago 

(a) They are famous Shakespearean characters. 

(b) They have all been pictured as greedy per^ 
sons. 


(c) The names are coniiected with the world of 
medicine. 

(d) They are fartrous characters fiom literature. 

62. Almora: Mahabaleshwar; Kasauli 

(a) The places were loved by Mahatma Gandhi 
who has his ashram in each of them. 

(b) They were famous seats of leamittg in andent 
India. 

(c) They are famous tourist centres as they have 
beautiful temples of Buddha. 

(d) They are hill-stations. 

63. Bauxite: tungsten: monazite 

(a) They are forms of coal 

(b) They are minerals. 

(c) They are chemicals. 

(d) They are synthetic fibres. 


_ ANSWER.S AND EXPLANATIONS _ 

1. 63. Each 2nd, 4th, 6th... number has reversed digits of 

its preceding number. 

2. 3. The series has l,l^ 1^2, 2* 2®; 3,3^3®. 

3. 20. Numbers are in sets of three, each third number 

being the product of first and secottd nvunber. 

4. 54. Each alternate number is the product of numbers 

on its right and left. 


-— " - ry 

5. 25. Multiply each munber by 2 and deduct 1 to get the .-'I 

next number. 

6. 320. Dedurt7®;^;S*;.4*;3®...fn3mnumberstogetthe: 

next one. 

7. 35. There are two series, 9,18,27... and 35,28/21,14.., ^ 

8. 83. Go on adding 8,10,12,14... to numbers. ; y 

(9) to (12) Multiply comer numbei* in the ftret linetoga&ie ’i 
number at the top. Add these comer numbers and 
numbers in the s^ond line to get tix middle rmniber in 
the bottom row. J' 

9. 4 10 6 11. 17 12. 84 i' 

13. (c) The second number is square of die first one. 

14. (a) Therelatioiuhipisx®:x®. 

15. (a) The relationship is x:2x-l. 

16. (c) The rdationshlp is x: 5x 4> 1. . 


17. 

(d) 

18. (d) 

19. (b) 

20. (a) 

21. 

(0 

22. (d) 

23. (W 

24. (d) 

25. 

(a) 

26. (d) 

27. (d) 

28. (b) 

29. 

(e) 

30. (b) 

31. (c) 

32. (a) 

33. 

(d) 

34. (d) 

35. (b) 


36. 

(d) 

Letters in other words have been 

picked-up 


without changiitg their order. 

37. (e) All the others have letters from die lead word only, ; 


this has one V extra. 

38. (a) This one has two outside letters, the others have 

one only. 

39. (c) Same as quesHon 37. 

40. (d) It has one outsider like 37. 

For answering these questions, sort out common letters and 
match them with common codes. 

41. (e) 42. (c) 43. (e) 44. (a) 

45. (d) 46. (g) 47. (c) 48. (b) 

49. SOME 50. HOUSE 

j 

51. (c) All the others are v^etarians. 

52. (e) It is die only one diat does not lay eggs. 

53. (b) AU the others are European countries. ' 

54 (d) The letters in other words are in alphabetical order. 

55. (a) All die odiers ore milk-pioducts. 

56. (b) He is the otilymusldan among scientists. 

57. (a) All the odiers need frid. J 

58. (e) All the odiers are near sea. 

59. (c) 6a (a) 61. (d) 62. (d) ! 

63. (» 
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GENERAL INmUGENCE 


TEST OF REASONING! .1 


1. Which letter should be fourth to the left of twelfth 
letter from the right if the second half of the following 
alphabet is reversed? 

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ 
(a) L (W J 

(c) K W) M 

(e) None of these 


2. If V means V, 
meansthen 


means 'x' means and 


6 + 36-4x3 + 4 = ? 


(fl) 5 (W 14 

(c) 10 (d) 3 

(«•) None of these 


3. Which of the following will come in place of the 
question mark (?) in the following letter series? 


BYW DUX FQY ? 

(a) GMZ (W HMV 

(c) GNA id) HMZ 

(e) None of these 


4. In a certain code 'PRODUCTS' is written as 
NPMBSARQ. How is 'COMPREHENSION' written in 
that code? 

(ff) AMKNPCFCLOML 
(W AMKNPCFCLQGML 

(c) AMKNPCFCLQGML 

(d) AMKNPCFCKOML 
(c) None of these 

5. I low many 6's are there in the following number 
sequence which are immediately preceded by 5 but not 
inunediately followed by 7? 

56765649276743568649567 
(a) 1 (W 2 

(c) 3 (d) 4 

(e) None of these 

6. If 1 is coded as M, 2 is coded as T, 3 is coded as D, 
4 is coded as H, 5 is coded as W, 6 is coded as Y, 7 is coded 
as B, 8 is coded as R and 9 is coded as Q, which of the 
following is the coded form of 729154638? 

(a) BTQMWGYDR (W BTQWMHYDR 

(c) BTQMWHYBR (d) BTQMWHYRD 

if) None of these 


7. Rajesh walked 6 km towards east. Then he turned 
to his right and walked 10 km. He again turned to his right 
and walked 6 km. He then turned to his left and walked 15 
km. At what distance is he horn the starting point and in 
which direction? 

(ft) 15 km—South (b) 21 km—North 

(c) 25 km—^South (d) 21 km—South 

(e) None of these 

8. Suresh is heavier than Anil but not as heavy as 
Raju. Anil is heavier than Jayesh. Krishnan is heavier than 
Suresh but lighter than Raju. Who among them is the 
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heaviest? 

(a) Anil (b) Krishnan 

(c) Raju (d) Suresh 

(e) Kumar 

9. Four of the following are alike in a cotain way and 
so form a _^up. Which is the one that does Aot belong to 
the group? 

(a) BY (W DW 

(f) GT (d) JQ 

(e) LP 

If we make a meaningful word with the first, 
fourth, ninth and the fourteenth letters of the word 
'ADMINISTRATION', which of the foUowing will be the 
tfliid letter oFthat word from the right end of that word? 
(a) N. (b) R 

(d) 1 

w) None of these 

11. In a certain code language '3 8 9' means 'run very 
fasF, '9 6 4' means 'come back fasF and '48 7' means 'run 
and come'. Which digit in that language means 'come'? 

(a) 7 (b) 9 

(c) 4 (d) 8 

(f) None of these 

12. If the position of the third and tenth letters of the 
word IXICUMENTATION is interchanged, and likewise 
the position of the fourth and seventh letters, the second 
and sixth letters, is also interchanged, which of the follow¬ 
ing will be eleventh letter from the right end? 

(«) T (b) U 

(c) I (d) C 

(e) None of these 


13. In a row of boys, Anand is eleventh from the left 
and Deepak is fifteentn tom the right. When Anand and 
Deepak interchan^ their positions. Anattd will be fifth 
tom the left, which of the following will be Deepak's 
position tom the ri^t? 

(a) Seventh (b) Seventeenth 

(c) Eleventh (d) Ninth 

(e) Eighth 

14. Pointing to Sudha, Ranjan said, 'Her mother's 
only daughter is my mofoer'. Plow is Ranjan related to 
Suaha? 

(a) Nephew (b) Brother 

(c) Cousin (d) Son 

U) None of these 

15. If all the numbers tom 1-45 which are exactly 
divisible by 3 are arranged in ascending order, minimum 
number being on the top, which would come at the ninth 
place tom the top? 

(a) 24 (b) 18 

(c) 27 (d) 3D 

(e) 21 

Q. 16 to 20. In each question bekrw are given two statements 



folhwidlMtwamclumamnutrimvilmdn.Youhaixkita^ 
the twp gwm sittmmts to be true am if Utey aem to be at 
vawwe fimicoitoiiotify known fects and Oten decide iMdi of 
thegwenamdusms l^iadlyfoflotos from tla two gben state¬ 
ments, disF^trdins conmuma known facts. Give answer. 

(a) lfonlyo(mdu»MAlfolk>ws. 

(b) if only oondusionll follows. 

(c) if diner lorn follows. 

(d) if iwither I nor n follows. 

(e) ifboAIandUfdlow. 

Statements: 

16. 1. Some pencils are watches. 

2. Some books are pencils. 

CoTKluskm: 

I. Some watches are books, 
n. Some pencils are neither books nor watches. 

(d) a (b) a (c) a un Q (e) a 
Statements: 

17. 1. All tables are scales. 

2. Some scales are green. 

Conclusions: 

I. AO scales are tables. 

II. Some tables are green. 

(a) □ a») □ (c) □ id) □ (e) □ 

Statements: 

18. 1. Some teachers are swimmers. 

2. AO swimmers are scientists. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some teachers are scientists, 
n. No swimmer is a teacher. 

(a) a (b) a (c) Q (d) a (e) □ 

Statements: 

19. 1. Some chairs are calculators. 

2. AO calculators are computers. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some chairs are computers, 
n. Sonw coasters are calculators. 

(a) a (k) a (c) a id) a (e) a 

Statements: 

20. 1. Some cars are cycles. 

2. Some cycles are scooters. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some scooters are cars, 
n. Some scooters are cycles. 

(a) a (k) a (c) a (<0 □ (e) a 

Q. 21 to 30. Read the foUowing information carefuihf and 
anstoa the ijuestwns given bdow it; 

Following are Uie conditions far selecting a ‘Research 
Offica'fora repOtedResearch Institution. 

The candklaie must_ 

(A) be a Post Graduate with minimum 60% 

- niaiks. 

(B) have D. Degree. 

(Q have research ekperienoe of at least 3 years. 

(D) haVeftiancy in In^Ush and Hindi. 


(E) have piddished at least 5 research papers. 

(F) not be less than 25 years and more ttuin 35 
years as on 1.7.1993. 

(G) lukve dipfoma in statistical apfdicatkms. 

In the case of a candidate who 

(H) satisfies aO otfier criteria except (A) above -j | 

but has Post Graduate Degree vath more thah - 
55% marks will be rddrred to the Director pf j I 
the Institute. .- i ‘ 

(0 satisfies all odier criteria except (C) above Mcitt ^1 
be referred to the Joint Director. : 

Now read the information provided in the case of eadf:''^’^ 
candidate in each of the questions given below and decide on Iftir >, | 
basis of the ir^ormation provided and based on.tlw above condt- I'i | 
tionsvdtichff the fdllomng courses of action you would suggeid 
(Remember you are not to assume anything vdtidt is not; ^ j. 
provided in the mestion). Mark Answer: ,r li 

(a) If me catuiidate is to be referred to the Director./: ^ 
(k) If the data provided are inadecjuate to dedde-'^ : 

the course of action. •} 

(c) If the candidate is to be selected. ;'' 

(cO If the candidate is to be referred to the Jcdnt 
Director. 

If the candidate is not to be selected. 


(c) 

21. Rahul is a Post Graduate with 65% marks and has 
obtained Ph.D. Degree. He is fluent in Hindi and EnglMi. 
He was bom on 1.6.1968. He has research experience of 4 , 
years and has published 6 research papers. 

(a) a (b) □ (c) □ (d) a (e) □ 

22. 28 years old Sudhir has obtained his Ph.D. Degree 
and is a Post Graduate with 70% marks. He has diplorrta in ‘ 
statistical applications and has expalence of two years. He 
has publishra 5 research papers and is fluent in Hindi and 
English. 

(a) □ (k) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

23. Anubhav is a Post Graduate with 62% marks. He 
has obtained Ph.D. Degree and has published 5 research 

papers. He has research experience of 3^- years and is fluent 

in Hindi and English. He has completed Diploma in Statis- 
tical applications. His date of birth is 1.9.1968. 

(o) □ (k) a (c) a (d) a (e) a 

24. 27 years old Rajesh is a Post Graduate with 61% 
marks and has obtained Ph.D. Degree. He is fluent in Hindi 
and English. He has got 5 research papers published and 
has research experience of 4 years, m has completed 
EMploma in statistical applications. 

(ft) □ (k) a (c) a (d) Q (e) Q 

25. 32 years old Vishal has obtained PhD. Degree and : 
Diploma in statistical applications. He obtained 53% marks 
in Post Graduation. He nas research experience of 4 years 
and has published six research papers. He is fluent in 
English and Hindi. 

( 0 ) a (k) a (c) □ ((0 a fe) □ 

26. Radhey Raman is a Post Graduate with 67% 

marks. He has obtained PhD. Degree and Diploma in ; 
statistical appUcations. He has research experience of 4 ; 
yean and has got sevmi research papers published. 

(a) a (k) □ (c) □ (d) a (e) □ 
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27. Chandrashekhar is a Post Graduate with 56% 
marks and has obtained Ph.D. Degree. He is flueitt in Hindi 
and Endish. He got five research papers publisiwd and has 
research experience of 4 years. His aate of birth is 1.9.1958. 
He has obtained Diploma in statistical applications. 

(a) a (b) a (c) □ Of) a (e) a 

28. Vasudha is a Post Graduate with 63% marks and 
has obtained Ph.D. Degree and Dijdoma in statistical ap¬ 
plications. She is fluent in Hindi aiul English. She has 

research experience of 2^ years and has got seven research 

papers published. 

(a) a (b) a (c) a of) a («) a 

29. 34 years old Kumar is a Post Graduate with 64% 
marks. He has obtained Ph.D. Degree and Diploma in 
Statistical applications. He has research experience of 5 
years and has got seven research papers published. 

Oi) a (b) a (c) □ Of) a (e) □ 

30. Sunder has obtained Ph.D. Degree and Diploma in 
statistical applications. He has 65% marks in Pbst Gradua¬ 
tion. He has research experience of 4 wars and has rot six 
research papers publisned. He is fluent in Ifinai and 
English His date of birth is 29.9.1958. 

Oi) a (b) a (c) a of) a m a 

Q. 31-35. In each tfuestion bdow is given a statement 
folUnoed by hw assumytions numbered I anall. An assumption 
is something supposed to be or taken far granted. You have to 
consider the statement and the assumptions and decide which of 
the assumptions is implicit in the statement. Give answer; 
w if only assumption 1 is implicit. 

(b) if only assumption n is implicit. 

(c) if either I or Ills implicit. 

(d) if neither I nor II is Implicit. 

(e) if both I and Hare implicit. 

Statement; 

31. The Minister cancelled all his engagements in 
Kanpur and airdashed to the capital.—News item. 

Assumptions: 

I. Such news items are always headlines. 

II. There is an air-link between Kanpur and the 
capital. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ Of) a (e) a 

Statement: 

32. Children, who get encouragement, usually per¬ 
form better.—a note by the Principal to the parents. 

Assumptions: 

I. Some parents do not encourage children. 

II. Parents may follow Principal's advice. 

(a) □ (b) a (c) a Of) a (e) a 

Statement: 

33. Government has launched a scheme to provide 
coaching to the students oi weaker sections of the 
society to improve their educational standard.— A news 
item. 

Assumptions: 

I. The coachihg classes would help the students of 
weaker section to do educationally better. 


n. Students of weaker section are educationally 
backward. 

Ot) a (h) Q (c) a Of) a (e) a 
Statement: 

34. Army should be depleted in the area to immedi¬ 
ately restore peace and Normalcy.—^A news report. 

Assumptions; 

I. Army can be used for such puipose also, 
n. Only Army can restore peace. 

Oi) □ Q>) □ (c) a Of) a (a) □ 

Statement: 

35. Ministry has announced an economic package 
to support the volimtary organisations.—An official 
Notice. 

Assumptions: 

I. Voluntary organisations do not need such sup¬ 
port. 

n. Government was not supporting the voluntary 
organisations earlier. 

Oi) a (b) a (c) a (d) □ (e) a 

Q. 36-40. In each auestion below is pven a statement 
followed by txoo courses of action numbered land II. A course of 
action is a step or administrative dedsioh to be taken for improve¬ 
ment, fbltexo-up,or further action in regard to the problem, policy 
etc on the basts of the information given in the statement. You 
have to assume everythmg in the statement to be true, then decide 
which the two given suggested courses of action logically 
follows for Pursuing. Give answer; 

Oi) if only I follows. 

(b) if only II follows. 

(c) ifeitherlorllfoUows. 

(<0 if neither I nor II follows. 

(e) if both I and II follow. 

Statement: 

36. The Experts Group on Technical Education has 
stressed that Computer Education should be provided to 
children fix>m Pr^ry School level itself. It should be 
implonented in urban and rural schools simultaneously. 
Courses (^Action: 

I. Government should issue instructions to aU 
schools for Computer Education. 

II. Atleast one teacher of each schcol should be 
trained in computer operations for teaching 
children. 

( 0 ) a (b) a (c) a (d) a («) □ 

statement: 

37. The Government has decided not to provide 
financial support to voluntary organisations fix>m next five 
year plan am has communicatra ttiat all such otuanisa- 
tions should raise funds to meet their financial needa 

Courses of Action; 

I. Voluntary organisations should collaborate 
with fomgn agencies. * 
n. Th^ should explore the financial support. 

(a) □ Cb) □ (c) □ m O (a) □ 
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Statement: 

38. Ministiv of Tourism in its one of the reports 
revealed that due to recent social disturbances in the 
country the number of foreign tourists has been decreased 
considerably, which resulted in a financial loss of Rs 100 
ciores. 

Courses of Action: 

I. Government should provide financial support 
to the tourism sector. 

II. Foreign tourists should be informed to visit the 
country at their risk. 

(a) □ (W □ (c) □ W) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

39. There are more than 200 villages in the Hill area of 
Uttar ftadesh which are severely damaged due to cyclone 
and it causes an extra burden of Rs 200 crores on State 
Government for relief and rehabilitation work. 

Courses of Action: 

I. People of Hill area should be shifted to other 
safer places. 

II. State Government should ask more financial 
support from Central Government. 

(fl) □ (W □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

40. Employment opportunities in private sector in¬ 
dustry declined from 4.^ million in December 1991 to 4.15 
million in December 1992 due to large number of "Sick" 
industries.—A report. 

Courses of Action: 

I. Government should start new industries. 

II. Unemployed should be given concessional 
loairs. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) U (e) □ 

Q. 41-45. Below is given a passage followed by some pos¬ 
sible inferences which can be drawn from the facts stated in the 
passage. You have to examine each inference separately in the 
context of the passage and decide upon its degree of truth or 
falsity. Mark ansioer: 

(a) if the inference is "definitely true" ie. it 
properly follows from the statement of facts 
given. 

(b) u the iiderence is "probably true" though not 
"definitely true" in the light of the facts given. 

(c) if the "data are inadequate" i.e. from the facts 
given you cannot say whether the inference is 
likely to be true or false. 

(d) if the inference is "probably false" though not 
"definitely false" in the light of the facts given. 

(e) if the inference is "definitSy felse" i.e, it carmot 
possibly be drawn from the facts given or it 
contiaaicts the given facts. 

The Union Govemmoit is omn to the idea of disin- 
vesting upto 49% of its stake in Public Sector Undertakings 
(PSUs) and up to 100% in viable but chronically sick PSUs 
provided certain conditions specially related to welfare of 
the workers are adhoed to. The Government has plans to 
mop up Rs 3,500crores in the cmrent fiscal year by way of 
dismvstment of equity in PSUs. In 1991-92, the Centre 


disinvsted eight per cent of its stake in select PSUs and 
mopped up Rs 3,(^ crores. As it was not possible for the { 
Centre to pump in the required funds, it was expecting • 
e^ui^^rtidpation "on a joint venture basis" to revamp ; 

58 out of the total 246 Central PSUs have beat iden- ! 
tified as chronically sick tmits. In West Bengal itself 16 out ^ 
of the 20 Central PSUs are side. Some of th^ can be made * 
viable if adewate investment is made. Centre has ap¬ 
proached World Bank for additional loans to revamp si^ 
PSUs in West Bengal. 

41. The Union Govenunent is interested in the welfore 
of workers of sick PSUs. 

(a) a (b) a (c) □ (d) U (e) □ 

42. The Government's idea of disinvesting even upto 
100% in sick PSUs was acceptable to the workers' unions 
of sick PSUs. 

Or) a (b) □ (c) a Of) a (e) □ 

43. The Central Government is planning to disinvest- 
ing in PSUs from this year only. 

(a) □ (W □ (c) □ Of) □ (e) □ 

44. In West Bengal more Central PSUs are identified 
as sick units than that of other States. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ Of) □ (e) □ 

45. Other agencies, except the World Baitk, have 
refused to grant loan for this purpose. 

(a) □ (W □ (c) □ Of) □ (e) □ 

Q. 46-50. Study the following information atrefully and 
answer the questions given bebw: 

(i) Nine friends A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H & 1 are sitting 
on a bench in the classroom. 

(i7) C, who is immediate right of D is third to fire 
right of E. 

(Hi) B, is at one of the ends. 

(iv) H, is the immediate neighbour of F & G. 

(v) F is third to the left of B. 

(vi) A is to the immediate left of F. 

46. Who among the following is at one of the ends 
other than B? 

(a) I (b) H (c) E (d) G (e) None of these 

47. Who are neighbours of A? 

(a) landF (b) FandH 

(c) DandC ((f) Cannot be determined 

(5) None of these 

48. Which of the following groups of friends is sitting 
to the left of C? 

(a) EID (b) BAG (c) AFH 

((f) BIG (e) None of these 

49. Who is sitting in the middle of the bench? 

(a) C (b) A (c) G (d) H (e) None of these 

50. Which of the following statements is TRUE in the 
context of above sitting arrangement? 

(a) I is to the immediate left of A 

(b) E and C are neighbours 

(c) B is fourth to the right of F 

(d) There are three persons between D and H 

(e) None of these 
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Q. 51-64. Which one of the five answer figures on the right should come after the five problem figures on the left 
if the sequence continues? 


PROBLEM FIGURES 


ANSWER FIGURES 
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Q.65-69. Out of the given five figures, four are similar in a certain way. One figun is not like the other foucTliit ^ 
means four figures form a group. The question is which one of the figures does not belong to this group? 





-^Di 


cue 

)& 

cnc 

(□( 

CU) 




Q, 70-75. In each of thes« questions there are two sets of figures. The figures on the left are Problem figures 
(Three firares and one question-marked roace) and tiiose on the tight are Answer Figures indicated the numbers 1, 
2,3,4 ana 5. A series is established if one of the five Answer Figures is placed at tiie "question-marked space". Hgures 
form a series if they cluinge from left to li^t according to same rule. Ine number of me Answer Figure which should 
be placed in the question-marked space is the answer. All the four figuies ix. three Problem Figures and one Answer 
Figure placed in the question-marked space should be considered as foiming the series. 

Study the foUowing sample question. 


PROBLEM FIGURES 


ANSWER FIGURES 

2 3 4 
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ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (c) ABCDEFGHIJ I Kl LM Z Y XWVUTSRQ I 20. (b) 
PON I—' < -- 


3. W) TakelettereonebyoneB-D-F-H;Y-U-Q-M;W-X-Y-Z. 

4. (b) There is a gap of one letter between the letters and their 

codes. 

5. (b) 

6. (e) The series would be BTQMWHYDR 

7. (r) 8. (c) 

9. (f) All the other pairs have matching positions from begin¬ 
ning and end of the alphabets. 

10. (c) (RAfiM) 11. (c) 12. (a) 

13. W) 14. (</) 

15. (c) The number would be 27. 

(16 to 20). The best to solve these questions is to draw 
diagrams of all the possible situations and then reach a pol-proof con¬ 
clusion. Let each circle nvrc^it one item irrc^tvctiir of its <ize. 

16. (d) ^ 


0® 


Z3. (c) 
27. (a) 
31. (d) 
35. (b) 


24. (c) 
28. (b) 
32. (ej 
36. (e) 
40. (c) 
44. (b) 


17. (d) 


18. (a) 


19. (e) 


(!>f) 

(- 1 ^ 


^ 0 -)) 


0 


21. (b) 22. UO 23. (c) 24. (c) 

25. (e) 26. (b) 27. (a) 28. (b) 

29. (b) 30. (c) 31. (d) 32. (ej 

33. (e) 34. (e) 35. (b) 36. (e) 

37. (b) 38. (d) 39. W 40. (c) 

41. (a) 42. (b) 43. (</) 44. (b) 

45. (c) 

(46 to 50). The arrangement of the children is: 

EIDCA&GB 

46. (c) 47. (e) 48. (a) 49. (b) 

50. Ct) 

For answering questions 51 to 64, mark movement each in- 
dividual figure ana its relationship with other figures. The figures may 
move along certain points, clockwise or anti-cloac-wise or may rotate or 
Alx mark^ Ine^^xd at frequency atu^idi the each^^^ 

every changing phase to rea^ a fool-proof cotwlusion. 

51. (2) 52 (5) 55. d) 54. (3) 


49. (b) 


55. (4) 
59. ?5) 
63. (4) 


i:8 

64. (3) 


65. (2) The direction of'W'like figure is wrong. 

66. (4) The arc at the opening of the figure is pointing in the 

opposite direction. 

67. (4) The difference between inner and outer figures should be 

of one side only. “ 

68. (3) The little line in die sipiare is in the wrong comer. 

69. (1) The slanting lines are m wrong direction. 

70. (3) 71. (2) 72. (5) 73. (1) 74. (4) 75. G) 
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Science Quiz 


This quiz will help readers judge haw well they are aware of 
common scientific facts. The quiz will also help in revision of all that 
has been studied in past months. 

I. What is add rain? 15. A quadrilateral having all its 

^ sides equal is called; 

J. , What is an acute angle? ^ ^ 

10. What is a sextant? 

3. What is the study of the flight ^ rr 

path of projectiles, called? 1 / • How much blood does an 

average human male have in his 

4. What are binary stars? body? 

5. What do you understand by 18. What is a fcyfc? 

the term galvanized iron? -i q 

1". Give name of the principal ore 

6. A method of reproducing of mercury? 

three-dimensional images, without OH .... 
cameras or lenses, using What is a coral? 

photographic film and coherent light, O'! .... 

iscall^- The tempCTature at which the 

water vapour present in the air 


1 /. How much blood does an 
average human male have in his 
body? 


What is a wetting agent? 


saturates the air and begins to con¬ 
dense is called: 


8. Alarge-scalemovementofair, 22. What is dry ice? 
generally caused by a convecfaon ef¬ 
fect in the atmosphere is called: 23. What is the focal length of a 

. spherical mirror? 

. Umcellular micro-organisms 

which convert sugars into alcohol 24. What is the derived SI unit of 
and carbon dioxide, are called: frequency? 

10. Large eruptions of luminous 25. Simple plants that contain no 
gas that rise several thousands of chlorophyll are called: 
kilometres above the Sun's surface 

are called: 26. Name the principal ore of 

n lead? 

. What is specific gravity? 

10 . . 27. Halo, a luminous ring, is 

1 jL, What is a pipette? sometimes observed surrounding the 

„ Sun or the Moon. What causes this? 


are called: 


n lead? 

. What is specific gravity? 

10 . . 27. Halo, a luminous ring, is 

1 jL, What is a pipette? sometimes observed surrounding the 

.. ^ Sun or the Moon. What causes this? 

13. What is a prime number? _ ^ 

.Zo. How many square metres 
14. A sector of a circle bounded by make one hectare? 

an arc and two radii at right angles is 

called: Z7. Gases which cannot be easily 


changed by chemical reaction are 
caUed: 

30. Give six examples of inert 
gases? 

31. The study of the rates at which 

chemical reactions proceed is called; 

32. What is mach number? 

33. What is myopia? 

34. How many metres equal one 

nautical mile? 

35. What is an octagon? 

36. Why does ice float in water but 
sink in alcohol? 

37. Which falls down faster in a 

vacuum—a feather, a wooden ball, a 
steel ball. 

38. Why does a person have a feel¬ 
ing of weightlessness in outer space? 

39. Can copper wires be used as 
heating elements in electric heaters? 

40. What is the difference between 
kinetic energy and potential energy? 

41. Negatively charged particles 
which revolve round the atom are 
called; 

42. Which part of the body is af¬ 
fected by Goitre? 

43. What is the function of car¬ 
burettor in an automobile? 

44. What is the major cause of 

night blindness? I 

45. A substance which alters the I 
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speed of a chemical action is called: 

46. What is the end result when 
one or more oxides of silicon, boron 
or phosphorus are fused with basic 
oxides like sodium or magnesium? 

47. What are the main con¬ 
stituents of table salt? 

48. Thermodynamics is the 

branch of physics concerned with the 
relation between heat and_ 

49. The molecular weight of an 

element or a compound is the num¬ 
ber of times one molecule of it is as 
heavy as: 

50. Which law verifies the relation 
between pressure and temperature at 
constant volume? 

ANSWER^ 

1. Rain that has become polluted 
by sulphuric acid and nitric acid as a 
result of absorption of sulphur 
dioxide and nitrogen oxides in the 
atmosphere. 

7. An angle of less than 90". 

3. Ballistics. 

4. Two stars gravitationally at- 
tracti'd to each other, so that they 
revolve around their common centre 
of gravity, thus forming a double star. 

5. Sheet iron coated with a layer 
of zinc, to prevent corrosion, is 
known as galvanized iron. 

6. Holography. 

7. A substance that lowers the 
surface tension of a liquid. 

8. Wind. 

9. Yeasts. 

10. Solar prominences. 1 


11. Ratio of the density of a sub¬ 
stance to that of water. 

12. A glass tube with the aid of 
which a definite volume of liquid 
may be traasferred. 

13. A number possessing no fac¬ 
tors, i.L\ divisible by no whole num¬ 
ber, other than itself and one. 

14. Quadrant. 

15. Rhombus. 

16. An instrument used for deter¬ 
mining the angle between two ob¬ 
jects. 

17. 6.2 litres. 

18. A single unit of information 
handkxj by a computer. 

19. Cinnabar. 

20. Deposits of impure calcium 
carbonate formed of the hard 
skeletons of various marine or- 
gani.sms. 

21. Dew point. 

22. Solid carbon dioxide. It is 

called 'dry' because it sublimes at 
-78"C without forming a liquid. 

23. Half its radius of curvature. 

24. Hertz. 

25. Fungi. 

26. Galena. | 

27. Ffalo is caused by the refrac¬ 
tion of light by ice crystals in the at¬ 
mosphere. 

28. 10 , 000 . 

29. Inert Gases. 

30. Heliiun, Neon, Argon, Kryp 
ton, Xenon and Radon. 


Kinetics. 

32. The ratio of the speed of a fluid 
or body to the local speed of sound. 

33. A defect of vision in which the 

person is unable to see distant objects 
distinctly. 

34. 1852 metres. 

35. An eight-sided polygon. 

36. Ice has less specific gravity 
than that of water but more than that 
of alcohol. 

37. All three will fall down at the 

same speed in a vacuum because 
there will be no air resistant. 

38. Because of the absence of 
gravitational force. 

39. No, because copper melts at 
1083°C and also reacts with air to 
form a black powder. 

40. Kinetic energy is the energy 
possessed by the body by virtue of its 
motion. Potential energy is the ener¬ 
gy possessed by the body by virtue of 
its position or shape. 

41 . Electrons. 

42. Thyroid gland. 

43. It is an apparatus for getting 

liquid fuel mixed with air as it is 
taken into the engine. 

44. Deficiency of vitamin 'A'. 

45. Catalyst. 

46. Glass is formed. 

47 . Sodium and chlorine. 

48. Work. 

49. One atom of hydrogen. 

50. Pressure Law. 
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The Examiner’s Guess 


Q. What Income-Tax exemption 
limit has been fixed in the 1993-94 
Union budget? 

Ans. Rs 30,000. 

Q. For what purpose was the 
Janakiraman Committee formed? 

Ans. To enquire into the multi- 
crore securities scandal. The commit¬ 
tee was set-up on April 30, 1992 
under the chairmanship of the RBI 
deputy governor, Mr R. 
Janakiraman. 

Q. How many waterways in 
India have been declared National 
Waterways by the Parliament? 

Ans. Three. These are: Ganga- 
Bhagirathi-Hooghly river system 
from Haldia to Allahabad; Brah¬ 
maputra river from Sadiya to 
Dhubri; and west coastal canal sys¬ 
tem between Kollam and Kot- 
tapuram in Kerala. 

Q. In the 18th century the 
British Parliament had set in motion 
impeachment proceedings against 
the then Governor-General of India, 
Who was he? 

Ans. Warren Hastings. 

Q. Which country is today the 
largest buyer of gold? 

Ans. China. 

Q. Name the two Central-Asian 
countries that Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao had visited in the 
month of May, 1993? 

Ans. Uzbekistan and 

Kazakhstan. 

Q. Which day was celebrated as 
Anti-Terrorism Day in India? 

Ans. May 21. 

Q. Which country has been 
ranked first in the UN report based 
on, what it calls. Human Develop¬ 
ment Index (HDD? 

Ans. Japan. Canada is second 
followed by Norway, Switzerland, 
Sweden and USA (first in income). 

Q. Name the sixth command of 
the Indian Army. What is its main 
purpose? 

Ans. Training Command. This 
command was created on (Detober 1, 
1991 to assist the army to prepare for 
war. It is the "think-tank" of the 
army. Its main task is to prepare 


standardised doctrines for current 
and future warfare, both convention¬ 
al and nuclear. 

Q. The International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) has changed its formula 
for calculating the size of the 
economy of member countries. Now 
it is calculated on the basis of the 
purchasing power of a country's 
own currency at home, rather than 
the currency's value on international 
exchange. On this basis where does 
Indian economy stands? 

Ans. India has been ranked 
sixth largest economy of the world 
behind the US, Japan, China, Ger¬ 
many and France. The Gross Domes¬ 
tic Product (GDP) has been 
calculated at one trillion dollars and 
the per capita income has been as¬ 
sessed at $ 1,150 as against $ 330 on 
the old basis. 

Q. The Vance-Owen peace plan 
relates to what? 

Ans. The Vance-Owen plan was 
formulated by the UN to bring peace 
in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

Q. What is a Ro-Ro vessel? 

Ans. A Roll-in and Roll-off (Ro- 
Ro) vessel is used to transport cargo 
from one point in hinterland to 
another. It is built in such a way that 
loaded trucks and other vehicles can 
drive in and out of the bottom deck 
of the vessel, eliminating the need 
for loading and unloading at both 
the origin and destination port. 

Q. As per the provisional es¬ 
timates of the commerce ministry, 
what was India's trade deficit in 
1992-93? 

Ans. $ 3.3 billion. Exports in 
1992-93 were estimated at $ 18,420.49 
million against $ 17,778.69 million in 
1991-92. The imports reached a new 
high of $ 21,725.54 million against 
$ 19,388.84 million in 1991-92. 

Q. What is Net Reproduction 
Rate (NRR-D? 

Ans. NRR-1 corresponds to a 
birth rate of 21 per thousand, death 
rate of 9 per thousand and natural 
population growth rate of 1.2 per 
cent. The National Health Policy of 
1983 had stipulated that NRR-1 be 
achieved by 2000. This is the first 


Questions I 

step towards achieving zero growth .1 
rate. The latest reports indicate thjiiv 
NRR-1 can only be achieved by 201t- 
2016 and it would take many more , 
decades to achieve zero growth rate 
of population. 

Q. What was the total amount' ; 
of textile export of India in 1992-93? •' 

Ans. $ 6,590 million. 

Q. Name India's leading credit,.' 
rating agency? . 

Ans. The Credit Rating and In-;- 
formation Services of India Ltd. . 
(CRISIL). 

Q. What is Museo Bus? 

Ans. It is a mobile exhibition, ; 
organised by the Indian Museum at 
C^cutta, which will visit the inte- •: 
riors of the country and provide in- - 
teresting glimpses of the rich and 
varied collections to thousands ot , 
villagers who cannot afford to visUf 
cities. 

Q. What was India's per capita. I 
external debt (excluding rupee and 
defence debt) at the end of Septem¬ 
ber 1992)? 

Ans. $ 82 (Rs 2,339). 

Q. What world record has been 
created by Milind Deshmukh of 
Pune? 

Ans. He walked 104.2 km, 
balancing a milk bottle on his head to 
surpass the 98 km Guinness world 
record set by Ashrita Furman of USA 
in 1991. 

Q. Who is the author of the 
book "Operation Blue Star: The true 
story"? 

Ans. Lt Gen K.S. Brar (retd). 

Q. For what purpose was the 
Rekhi Committee formed? 

Ans. To look into the system of 
indirect taxation especially for ' 
simplifying and streamlining of laws " 
ana procedures for central excise 
and customs. i 

Q. Which day is observed as j 
World No-smoking Day? 

Ans. May 31. 

Q. Which day is observed as 
World Environment Day? 

Ans. .June 5. 
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Chief Guarantor of 
Fair Poiis 


Under Article 324(1) of the Con¬ 
stitution, the powers of superintendence, 
direction, control and conduct of all elec¬ 
tions to Parliament and to the legislature 
of every State are vested in the Chief 
Election Commissioner. The present in¬ 
cumbent of this post has become a con¬ 
troversial figure; many of his actions 
have been described as arbitrary and un¬ 
justified. The proposition for discussion 
is: “Since the Chief Election Officer is 
responsible for conduct of elections, his 
decisions must be accepted and imple¬ 
mented by everyone without question." 

Mr A Sir, the office of the Chief 
Election Commissioner (CEO is a 
constitutional one. He cannot be 
removed from office except in the 
manner prescribed for action 
against a judge of the Supreme 
Court. The greatest care is therefore 
needed in the selection and appciint- 
ment of this dignitary. Since the 
country became independent the 
Chief Election Commissioners have 
been persons of high integrity and 
have performed their duties in an 
exemplary maimer. Their decisions 
were seldom challenged and the 
staff appointed to assist them in the 
discharge of their functions fully 
cooperated with them. The smooth 
and effective functioning of the Elec¬ 
tion Commission never created com¬ 
plications. But the present 
incumbent, Mr T.N. Sheshan, 
through his arbitrary and ques¬ 
tionable decisions, has created 
awkward situations for the Govern¬ 
ment and also for the Election Com¬ 
mission itself. His detractors and 


critics are many, his supporters few. 
But 1 wish to submit that Mr 
Sheshan has throughout acted 
without bias and in a spirit of ser¬ 
vice. He took his duties seriously 
and performed them with full devo¬ 
tion. The point to remember is that 
in view of the sharp increase in elec¬ 
toral malpractices of various kinds, 
especially in mismanaged and sensi¬ 
tive States such as Bihar, the oc¬ 
casions necessitating his 
intervention have been many. Find¬ 
ing that the malpractices were per¬ 
sisting and threatened to mar the 
very process of conducting elections 
in a fair manner, the CEC cancelled 
elections in a few places, postponed 
the polling in several constituencies 
or ordered repolling wherever the 
situation warranted such a course. 

It is not surprising that the political 
parties directly affected (those who 
were confident of winning a par¬ 
ticular seat as a result of the unethi¬ 
cal methods such as bogus voting, 
impersonation at polling booths, rig¬ 
ging of booths, use of intimidation, 
resort to violence) have greatly 
resented the cancellations and or¬ 
ders for repoll. But the CEC would 
have failed in his duty if he had al¬ 
lowed these malpractices and had 
not taken action in the matter. After 
all, the responsibility for the con¬ 
duct of elections in a fair and free 
manner is his. The decisions he took 
did appear to be arbitrary to some 
people, but the fact is that he was 
trying to discipline the persons who 
were obviously guilty of adopting 
malpractices. He has undoubtedly 


acted as a guarantor of free and fair 
polls. 

MrB Sir, my predecessor, Mr A, 
has tried to defend all the actions 
taken by the Chief Election Commis¬ 
sioner who has now become 
notorious for sudden, hasty, unjus¬ 
tifiable and arbitrary orders taken 
without consulting anyone. He evi¬ 
dently thought he was the 
repository of all wisdom. His 
decisions and his arrogance became 
so disconcerting that several Op¬ 
position MPs even thought of initiat¬ 
ing a move for impeaching him in 
accordance with the procedure 
prescribed in the Constitution. The 
move was deferred on the Prime 
Minister's assurance that some cor¬ 
rective steps would soon be taken in 
the matter. But no remedial steps 
have been taken so far. To cap it all, 
the Chief Election Commissioner 
adopted his all-too-familiar tactics 
when the latest round of elections 
was being arranged in May this 
year at various centres—two for the 
Lok Sabha (jalandhar and Patna) 
and 16 for various State Assemblies. 
There was some justification for his 
intervention only in a few cases in 
Bihar where there was violence lead¬ 
ing to one death and injuries to 
quite a few of the supporters of cer¬ 
tain candidates. But in most cases 
he went beyond reason and fair 
play. Sir, in this connection I would 
like to add that fulljjbservance of 
the Election Code is a duty of the 
political parties and candidates con¬ 
testing an election. But some viola- 
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tions and unethical activities on 
such occasions are inevitable in a 
country like India where there are 
numerous diversities and many 
divei^ent groujM and conflicting 
factions, each pursuing a line of ac¬ 
tion it thinks justifiable in view of 
the provocations given by their op¬ 
ponents. These minor occurrences 
should be overlooked. We must 
remember that in foreign 
democracies too there are some 
deviations from prescribed be¬ 
haviour. They are all part of the 
game and unless there is gro.ss 
violence at the booths, the CEC 
should stay its hand. Hasty inter¬ 
vention and impatience are totally 
out of place in matters of interpreta¬ 
tion and application of the law. But 
the present CEC has shown himself 
to be a person of varying moods 
and prrferences, causing much dis¬ 
comfiture even to his own col¬ 
leagues, not to speak of the 
electorate in various parts of the 
country. He has also turned out to 
be irrepressible and obstinattv-be¬ 
sides, he is disinclined to accept 
I hints and suggestions from well- 
wishers and others. He has defied 
the spirit of the country's basic laws 
and has assumed powers not en¬ 
visaged by the founders of the 
republic. At any rate, that is the 
common allegation; and if it is true, 
Mr Sheshan has no right to continue 
in office. 

MrC Sir, I fully support the 
contentions of my team leader, Mr 
A, who has so convincingly 
presented the case for the CEC. This 
official has done his best to ensure 
free and fair elections and thus 
promote the cause of democracy. 
The fact that in the exercise of his 
vast powers he has paid little heed 
to the wishes of the poUticiarts, who 
would like all decisions in the 
various stages of the election 
process to be in accordance with 
their convenience; has to be noted. 
There is another point to which I 
would like to draw the attention of 


this House. The bmeaucracy is a 
massive, exclusive fraternity, each 
member of which likes to oblige 
and accommodate his fellow 
bureaucrats. But Mr Sheshan has 
displayed unusual and highly com¬ 
mendable courage in censuring the 
conduct of some electoral super¬ 
visions, notably 10 officers of 
Tripura. He has charge-sheeted 
these civil and police officers of 
Tripura for being present at meet¬ 
ings of political parties during the 
State Assembly elections even 
though the local Government has 
exonerated them. The Commission 
had earlier made it clear that any 
decision of the State Government 
would be subject to its review. The 
Commission has stated that these of¬ 
ficers are subject to the superinten¬ 
dence, control and discipline of the 
Commission under Article 324 of 
the Constitution, Section 133 CC of 
the Representation of the People 
Act, 1950, and Section 28A of the 
Representation of the People Act, 
1951. A few weeks earlier the Com¬ 
mission had directed the Chief 
Secretary to take disciplinary action 
agaiirst all officers of the general ad¬ 
ministration, including restrict 
Magistrates, SDMs and police of¬ 
ficers who were present at political 
meetings. He even fixed a deadline 
for this purpose. A formal enquir> 
was also ordered. Explanations 
were given by the civil administra¬ 
tion for the presence of these 10 of¬ 
ficers at these places but the CEC 
found that there was no justification 
whatsoever for senior dvil or police 
officers to be present inside the 
party meetings. It is clear that the 
Chief Election Commissioner does 
not hesitate to take action even 
against senior civil administration 
and police officers if they violate the 
rules. He is more watchffil than his 
predecessors. Such a courageous of¬ 
ficer deserves commendation, not 
ceivsure by the Central Government 
and the general public. 

MrD It appears to me that in 


his zeal to defmi Mr Sheshan's ac¬ 
tions and decisions Mr C has been 
carried away by heat of the mo- 
m«it. Mayte, some of Mr 
Sheshan's decisions suited him and 
his friends pcditically. As for the 
powers vested in tiie Chief Election 
Commissioner under the Constitu¬ 
tion, I think no basic law of the lartd 
empowers an official to act arbitrari¬ 
ly and in total disregard of ethics. I 
do not contend that he has abused 
his powers or that he was bound to 
act in accordance with popular 
wishes but I submit that no law or 
ordinance justifies arrogance, exces¬ 
sive pride or assumption of 
authority that violates the spirit of 
the Constitution. By his unusual 
sweep of powers and his abrupt ac¬ 
tions he has set a bad example for 
others. Mr Chandra Shekhar, former 
Prime Minister, admitted in the Lok 
Sabha recently that he regretted 
having appointed Mr Sheshan as 
CEC and that his assessment of the 
man wrong. I think impeachment 
would be an extreme punishment; 
so, transfer to another post for the 
remaining period of his service 
needs to be seriously considered. I 
hold the view that it would be a sad 
day for the country if officials and 
the general public speak ill of the 
man for years after his exit from of¬ 
fice and start warning his succes¬ 
sors not to follow his example in the 
performance of the Commission's 
functions. Of course every CEC 
must be impartial and act in accord¬ 
ance with the spirit of the Constitu¬ 
tion, but in the process he must not 
be abrasive nor unintentionally dis¬ 
rupt the orderly process of 
governmental functioning. Even if 
technically the CEC was right in 
making certain decisions, his J 

abrasive and offensive conduct can¬ 
not be justified on any ground, in 
no case should Mr Sheshan's ac- ; 
tions be allowed to become prece- ,5 
dents for the future. His successors ? 
in this office should be advised to | 
emulate his predecessors, not the ar¬ 
rogant power-obsessed Sheshan. 

JULY'93 COMPETITION MASTER 



KKdUi^AUI t UfcVfeLUKIMfeNi 


How to Cultivate Tact 


Tact is a very important trait of plus 
personality. It is therefore, a worthwhile 
effort to cultivate it. 

What is tact? 

ACT may be defined as intuitive 
perception of what is fitting espe- 
^ cialiy of the right thing to do or say, 
} adroitness in dealing with persons or 
I circumstances. As a psychologist 
^ puts it, 'it is a subtle perception of the 
’ suitable things to do or say. It is also 
•; a sensitive perception of the thing not 
I to do or say." 

I Tact is more than etiquette, al- 
I though it includes good manners and 
; courtesy. It is a sort of extra—a touch. 

; It derives from the Latin 'tactus', 
meaning (sense of) touch. 

Tact is a sort of sixth sense. It 
1 knows and feels instinctively in any 
given situation what would be un- 
! wise and improper. 

Being tactful involves not 
• making it easy for other people to 
; hurt themselves and consideration 
. for their feelings, point of view and 
responsibilities to rub them the right 
; way and not to create antagonism. 

. Stories about tact 

HE following stories illustrate the 
practice of tact: 

Two men were meeting in a bar 
when the subject of Green Bay, Wis¬ 
consin came up. The first man said, 
"It's a real nice place." The second 
' responded, "What's nice about it? 

Only things overcame out of Green 
i Bay are the Packers and ugly 
J whores". "Now wait just one minute, 

I you son of a bitch", said the first man, 

I "My wife is from Green Bay." "Oh" 
the other replied. "She is? What posi- 
; tion does she play?" 

A glamorous Hollywood star 
had her picture taken and fumed at 
'' the result. "I can't understand it", she 
I said, "The last time I posed for you, 
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the photographs were heavenly." 
"Ah, yes", the cameraman sighed but 
you must remember that I was eight 
years younger then." 

A customer owed a bill for 
several months and paid no attention 
to statements, so the creditor wrote 
him that if he didn't remit at once, the 
creditor would place the account in 
the hands of a laywer for collection. 
In the next mail came a letter: 

"Enclosed find cheque to settle 
account referred to in your letter of 
the 10th instant. Thanking you for 
past favours 1 remain yours truly..." 

"P.S. This is the kind of a letter I 
would write you if I had the money." 

Never help an old lady across the 
street, escort her. 

Value of tact 

ACT is of vital importance in 
human relations. It lubricates the 
entire machinery of living and 


A little tact and wise 
management may often 
evade resistance, and 
carry a point, where direct 
force might be in vain. 


prevents friction. It is gift to be prized 
and coveted in every walk of life. No 
one can afford to be without it. 

It carries one through a difficulty 
better than either talent or 
knowledge. "In the battle of exist¬ 
ence, talent is the punch and tact is 
the clever footwork." As an 
anonymous writer has it: 

Talent is power, tact is skill 

Talent is weight, tact is momentum 

Talent knows what to do, tact knows 
how to do it 


Talent makes a man respectable, tact 

will make him respected. 

Talent is pleased that it ought to have 

succeeeded, tact is delighted that it 

has succeded. 

0 

Talent is uvalth, tact is ready money. 

Such is the magic of tact that 
Wilkes, one of the ugliest of men, 
used to say, that in winning the 
graces of a lady, there was not more 
than three days' difference between 
him and the handsomest man in 
England. 

Cost of tactlessness 

ACTLESSNESS means disregard 
for the feelings, point of view and 
prestige of other people. It is a want 
of consideration. 

Tactlessness may cost a man his 
job. It may cost him money. Worse 
still it may cost him friends. It invol¬ 
ves rubbing the other the wrong way 
and creating hostility. 

The difference may cost a man 
his job. It may cost him money. Worse 
still it may cost him friends. It invol¬ 
ves rubbing the other the wrong way 
and creating hostility. 

The difference between a man of 
tact and of no tact whatever is ex¬ 
emplified in an interview which once 
took place between lx)rd Palmerston 
and ^hnes sculptor. At the last meet¬ 
ing which Lord Palmerston gave him 
Behnes opened the conversation 
with—"Any news, my Lord, from 
France? How do we stand with Louis 
Napoleon?" The British Foreign 
Secretary raised his eyebrows for an 
instant, and quietly replied, "Really, 
Mr Behnes, I don't know: I have not 
seen the newspapers!" Poor Behnes 
with many excellent qualities and 
lots of real talent was one of the many 
men who entirely missed their way in 
life through want oHact. 

A tactless act or word may some¬ 
time prove disastrous. A Chinese 







proverb has it, "Disaster comes out of 
the mouth, not into it." Words can 
heel a wound; they can also cut like a 
knife. No one can afford to be tactless. 

How to cultivate tact? 

HOUGH tact is partly the gift of 
nature, it is yet capable of being 
cultivated and developed by obser¬ 
vation and experience. 

Here are some techniques for 
doing so: 

Little things 

herlock in "A case of identity" 
says, "It has long been an axiom of 
mine that the little things are definite¬ 
ly the most important." Do not 
under-estimate the importance of lit¬ 
tle things. In human relations little 
things matter much. In your ap¬ 
proach to other people what appeare 
a trifle to you may be anything but a 
trifle to them. So realize the impor¬ 
tance of little things. 

Human understanding 

ULTIVATE also the human un¬ 
derstanding. In the course ,of a 
single day you meet men and women 
who are made of the same human 
stuff as you are. What you feel, they 
feel and what hurts you hurts them. 
Human nature is the same all over 
the world. In the "Merchant of 
Venice", Shakespeare wrote on behalf 
of Jews; 

"If you prick us, do we not bleed? 
If you tickle as, do we not laugh? If 
you poison us, do we not die? If you 
wrong us shall we not revenge?" 

And Mark Twain said wittily, 
"God dawn the Jews, they are as bad 
as the rest of us." 

Reckon also with the differences 
in people, and try to understand 
them—the hearty and the reserved, 
the quiet and the impulsive, A jocular 
or factious remark to one person, 
which would raise a smile or provoke 
a haw-haw, may be resented by a 
very different type of person. You 
must study your man. 

Be a gentleman 

true gentleman scrupulously 
abstains from inflicting pain on 


an other person, either by word or by 
deed. As a gentleman respects him¬ 
self, so does he respect others. His 
altruism enables him to put himself 
in the other person's place. He has the 
gift of tolerance: "that uncomfortable 
feeling that the other fellow may be 
right after all", "One of the marks of 
a gentleman", says A.H. Glasow "is 
his refusal to make an issue out of 
every difference of opinion." 

Imagination 

N cultivating the art of tact im¬ 
agination too plays a part. Stretch 
your mind about other people. Ask 
yourself: "If I were this man with his 
feelings, his attitudes, his experien¬ 
ces, his difficulties, how would I 
think about things? How would 1 
feel?" Often a little imagination of 
this sort would save you from asking 
tactless questions and gauche 
remarks. It is not enough to say, "If I 
were in his shoes." "We must be that 
person as he is"."Only by doing this 
(self-identification) can we know 
him, get a right view of him, treat him 
right." By exercising self-identifica¬ 
tion you will avoid many egregious 
blunders in dealing with people 
and learn what it means to be tact¬ 
ful. 

Timmg 

T iming is of the essence of tact. A 
remark made by you may be ill- 
timed and so provoke hostility. 
Choose your moment. It should be 
the psychological moment—the 
psychologically appropriate mo¬ 
ment. A word spoken in due 
season, rings the bell. One spoken 
out of season may be a thumping 
blunder. Saying or doing the right 
thing at the right moment is the 
core of tact. 

How you say it? 

N ot only what you say, and when 
you say it, are important but also 
how you say it. Not only what you 
do, but how you set about doing it. To 
say, "EXj this" as a peremptory order 
may antagonize or create resentment. 
Say, "Will you be so good as to do it." 
"As regards people in general", says 






Goethe, "Show them every polite¬ 
ness without looking for thanks. That 
causes one many vexations in in¬ 
dividual cases, but on the whole it 
makes for pleasant relations." 

An older person told, "You look 
well", would feel flattered, but to tell 
him "You look well for your age", 
would raise his hackles, for the im¬ 
plication is after all that he does look 
old. The comment, "How you have 
aged" can be made only behind his 
back; if said directly to him, it would 
be an unforgivable affront. 

Some people are impolite—not 
because they mean to be so—but be¬ 
cause they are awkward, and per¬ 
haps know no better. Thus when 
Gibbon had published the second 
and third volumes of his classic 
"Decline and Fall of the Roman 
Empire", the Duke of Cumberland 
met him one day, and accosted him 
with "How do you do, Mr Gibbon? I 
see you are always at it in the old 
way—Scribble, Scribble, Scribble." 
The Duke probably intended to pay 
the author a compliment, but did not 
know how better to do it, than in this 
blunt and apparently rude way. 

Be careful of your approach. 
Think it out, and know not orily what 
you want to say but how best to 
broach the matter that is fact. 

A time to everything 

T here is a time to everything 
under the heaven—a time which 
is appropriate, and a time which is 
inappropriate. The right thing at the 
wrong time can be disastrous. If an 
individual is not in the mood, or is 
too busy with other things or is ob¬ 
viously upset about something or 
other, you are not likely to get the best 
response, however, right you are. 

In his "memories". Sir Julian 
Huxley, relates the following story 
which illustrates the point: "We were 
away in London, when his (H.G. 
Wells') illness entered its terminal 
stage in 1946. One of his last visitors, 
a serious young man seeking 
guidance from the old prophet 
received this snub, "Oh be quiet. 
Can't you see I'm busy dying." 
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General Knowledge Crossword No. 6 



ACROSS 

1. Mountain range in north-western India, geologically 
one of the oldest in the world (8). 

6. In Ramayana, Marich the rakshasa disguised himself 
as a in order to lure away Lora Kama, when 
Ravana wanted to capture Sita (4). 

7. A prominent festival of Keralites (4). 

8. Abbreviation of a major trade union congress in India 

( 1 , 1 , 1 ,]). 

9. A nocturnal bird of prey (3). 

11. Tidal wave caused by submarine earthquake (7). 

13. A management degree in great demand these days 
(abbr. only) (1,1,1). 

14. Abbreviation of the U.S. defence programme, 
launched by Ronald Reagan, popularly known as Star 
Wars (1,1,1). 

15. Sir Robert.. (1676-1745)—English statesman 

often describeil as Britain's first Prime Minister (7). 

19. A natural, bmwn coloured resin, secreted by an insect 
(3). 

20. First name of British princess, recently divorced (4). 

21. Red, sweet wine, fortified with brandy (4). 

22. Game played on horseback (4). 

23. Region in north-west France where the famous allied 


landing took place during the second world war, on 
June 6,1944 (8). 

DOWN 

1. Desert in Chile, regarded as the driest area in the 
world (7). 

2. Moming/Evening star (5). 

3. Vitamin C-rich fruit (5). 

4. Language, or a popular ungrammatical phrase that 
cannot be literally translated(5). 

5. Mammal found in the cold seas (4). 

7. Capital of Canada (6). 

10. European bison (6). 

12. World-famous statue situated in New York harbour 
(7). 

16. The author of the quotation—"All power tends to 
corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely" (5). 

17. Product of cellulose fibres, which you are using right 
now (5). 

18. What the caterpillar is in the life-history of a butterfly 
(5). 

19. Land-locked republic of south-east Asia (4). 

(Answers to G.K. Crossword-6 will appear in 
August '93 issue) 


ANSWERS to G.K. Crossword No. 5 

ACROSS.- l.Sohrab 4. Luce 6. Beta 7. Aral 9. GSI 10. Gas 11. Hula 12. Alum 15. Harp 17. Star 18. Ali 19. VIP 

21. Watt 23. Nana 25. FERA 26. Hitler 

DOWN; 1. Smog 2. Roe 3. Bhagat Singh 4. Lhasa 5. CIA 6. Bihar 8. Lama 13. Larva 14. Shaw 16. Patna 20. Pear 

22. Are 24. NPT 
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FUTURE OF DEMOCRACY 
IN INDIA 

From the point of view 
of the electors, the situation 
is still far from hopeful. The 
voter, faced with the 
proverhial Hobson's choice, 
is already sick. In fact, after 
having seen democracy in 
action for nearly five 
decades, he feels 
disenchanted with it and 
wonders whether it is after 
all the great political system 
that it is made oi4t to be. 

Considerable care and 
caution are required to save 
the sapling of democracy, 
planted with much hope, so 
that it not only survives hut 
also flourishes in the years 
to come. 

Anand Shekhar 

Siruiri 

The notable success of 
the 10th general election is a 
proof that Indian democracy 
has stood the test of time. 
India is a land which has a 
glorious history of 
democracy since the dawn of- 
civilization. The people of 
this country have the rare 
quality of political sagacity; 
they have eliminated 
terrorism and the forces of 
destabilization. 

India will surely 
overcome the present-day 
negative forces also. 

Binay Kumar Mishra 

Jamalpur 

To make democracy a 
way of life for ever, the 
Government must be hand in 
glove with the people. On 
one occasion our beloved 
Rajaji observed that "a deaf 
government and dumb people 
do not make democracy. 
Democracy is not fust a 
statutory entity. A. knitting 
together of people's hearts 
makes democracy, the hearts 
being not of sheep but of 
men.” 

Jyotiranjan Biswal 

Dhenkanal 

DOUBLE DISGRACE 

The dire need of the hour 
is that the leaders should 


change their present outlook 
forthwith and not only 
prepare the policies and 
programmes according to 
what the country demands 
but also hold on to them 
earnestly. The writing on the 
wall is clear. 

I Shahab Afroze 

1 Konch 

It is quite embarrassing 
! that India has been placed 
I 134th in a list of 173 
countries and is much below 
even Pakistan in Human 
Developnent. Our Finance 
Minister should bear the 
brunt of the dismal 
assessment and the blame. 

His economic refortns have 
done little to eradicate 
poverty from the country. 
Sobriety and second 
thoughts are needed for his 
much publicised economic 
policies. 

M.S. Ansari 
AFSln Tkd 

HUMAN RIGHTS 

Of course at times 
innocent people have to bear 
the brunt of anti-terrorism 
operations. But in order to 
ensure peace such operations 
an necessary. The 
Government should ensure 
that there is no regular abuse 
of power, and it should 
compensate the affected 
innocent citizens, 

Vishal Awasthi 

Lucknow 

The so-called human 
rights protectors like 
Amnesty International are 
quick to point out Imman 
rights abuses by the Indian 
security forces and officials 
but always remain stlent on 
such abuses by the militants 
and Biegovernments 
supporting them. 

The Indian situation is 
uniqtie and cannot be 
compared with other Third 
World countries. The 
Government is democratic; 
the Constitution guarantees 
freedom to everyone and the 
security forces are 
completely apolitical. 


disciplined and secular. 

Militancy, especially 
that with international 
connections, cannot be 
controlled without strict 
action. The UN forces going 
berserk in Somalia is the 
latest sample of how the 
terrorists can, at times, make 
even a highly disciplined 
force lose its cool. 

The occasional human 
rig^its violations by 
government agencies in 
States like f&K and Punjab 
would automatically stop 
once the militants are not 
there. 

CR. Reddy 

Madras 

DRAMATIC REVERSAL IN 
PAK 

There is an old saying in 
the Bible which can be 
applied to Pakistan's present 
situation; the saying goes 
"Wlw so diggeth a pit shall 
fall therein". Since long 
Pakistan has been trying to 
disrupt our integrity through 
subversive activities and in 
the bargain has not been able 
to stabilize its own home 
either. 

Gopal Biswas 

Neill Delhi 

INTERNATIONAL 

TERRORISM 

Your article on 
"International Terrorism" 
compelled me to think 
deeply over the present 
macabre scene in the world. 
Where are all the human 
values for which men were 
sent to this land? This 
menace is not only 
disrupting the democratic 
system in the country but 
also impeding the daily life 
of innocent commoners. 

Sunil Kr. Sinha 
Monger 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
REFORMS IMPERATIVE 

Unless we have an 
efficient, honest, dedicated 
and committed 
administrative machinery, 
no reforms programme will 
succeed. Ultimately, the 
Government has to depend 
on bureaucrats to implement 
its programmes. So it is 
necessary that the 
administration should be 
made fully receptive. 


responsible and 
goal-oriented. 

Ishwar Rao 

Jamshedpur 

CM FEATURES 

Thanks a lot for 
publishing the Civil Service 
(Prelim) papers in the June 
'S3 issue. It has made the 
mrwaxine more valuable and 
informative. The CM greatly 
helps those preparin£for the 
Civil Service exam. Ituive 
been a regular reader of CM 
and I have benefited much 
from it. 

CH. Suganakar Rao 

Bolangir 

I am very happy to note 
that you've introduced a 
useful and highly 
informative career page, I 
hope you'll continue this 
feature and start career 
counselling also. It will 
enhance the utility of CM. 

Dheerm Jha 

Faina 

Thanks a lot for 
publishing the article 'GATT 
VIII: The Dunkel Dilemma' 
in the Jme '93 issue. Other 
articles given in the 
magazine are also excellent. 
They are interesting, 
readable as well as 
informative. 

Divyashree Mukherjee 
Purnlia 

Thank ymt for your 
article General Awareness 
(specially prepared for IAS 
prelims) in the June '93 issue, 
which Mped me a lot in the 
IAS prelims on Jtme 13. 

Many thanks for your kind 
co-operation. The other 
articles given in the CM are 
also excellent and most 
valuable for various 
competitive examinations. 

Balaurishna Bisoii 

Rourketa 

I have been a regular 
reader of your journal for the 
past seven years. It is a 
store-house of knowledge, I 
must say that 1 was 
fortunate to get remlar 
guidance from CM—the most 
suitable monthly mt^axine 
for all compeiime 
examinati^s held in the - 

country. ' 

Aidhi Slmhachalm 

De^ipur 
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EDITORIAL 


The Basic Malaise 

Wt 


T HH masses as well as the intelligentsia have 
lost count of the ills, the deficiencies and the 
failures of the Indian polity, but there need be no 
doubt that the basic fault is the near-total absence of 
the sense of responsibility together with 
accountability, instead, the widely prevailing trend 
among supposedly responsible dignitaries is to shift 
the blame deftly to someone else or, as the phrase 
goes, pass the buck. Whenever there is a scandal of 
some sort in any arena of governmental activity, the 
guilty person seldom comes forward to accept the 
responsibility. His earnest effort is to profess 
ignorance or to promise an enquiry or immediately 
to make another person a scapegoat. No longer do 
we have VIPs such as Lai Bahadur Shastri who had 
the commendable courage to own moral 
responsibility for a major railway mishap and to 
resign. Worse mishaps and grave cases of 
corruption have been reported since then but die 
real culprits go scot-free and remain in the seats of 
power for years together, turning a blind eye to the 
arrows flung at them by all and sundry. 

In such a ccmtext, the suggestion made by 
Finance Minister Manmohan Singh that a national 
debate be held on the basic issue of ministerial 
responsibility is indeed timely and should be 
followed up at all Central and State levels. A 
countrywide debate on the question—if it results in 
adoption of a clear line on both accountability and 
responsibility and helps to impart the requisite 
courage to the defaulters to quit—would probably 
transform the national scene from one of dismal 
escape to one of praiseworthy frankness. It would 
clear the air of many taints, suspicious dealings and 
scandalous cover-ups. The people who are the 
ultimate arbiters of the politicians and bureaucrats' 
destiny would then know who are really at fault 
and who are the pretenders strutting about in 
borrowed plumes. The cynics would say such an 
outcome is very unlikely and may be ruled out. But 
little is to be gained by developing a sense of utter 
despair and abandoning all hopes of salvation from 
the present muddle. 

For the fast spreading lawlessness, persistent 
and defiance of authority of the Executive, 


comprising thousands of functionaries, including 
Ministers, bureaucrats and their minions through 
whom the laws are administered, are responsible. 
But the pity is that they are seldom made to suffer 
for their costly lapses. In the parliamentary system 
the ministers alone cannot be said to bear the entire 
responsibility for whatever goes wrong, the 
distortions and the abuses. A public analyst recently 
posed a vital question: Does not Parliament, 
constitutionally defined as the supreme authority 
and repository of all power, have a role to play in 
ensuring proper governance and a&ountability? 

Did Parliament and its 542 members representing 
all political parties, discharge their responsibility 
while die plunder of bank and public sector funds 
continued without check or interruption year after 
year? They certainly did not. The rules and 
regulations, prescribed with great care, were 
flouted. The executive officers and public sector 
managers had "virtually run amok'^' going out of 
their way to oblige friends, making money on the 
sly. It would be another blunder to bypass or forget 
the finding of the Joint Parliamentary Committee, 
which probed the securities scam, that there was a 
complete lack of accountability at all levels. A close 
look is of course urgently needed to find out why 
there was no accountability and why the entire, 
much-talked-about system failed again. 

The judiciary in this country has not fulfilled its 
fundamental duty of ensuring cheap and speedy 
justice, but no one is held squarely responsible and 
accountable for this default. Every now and then 
there is talk of introducing reforms but the assurances 
of early action vanish into thin air after the initial 
flurry is over. So, things remain much the same. 

The people all over the country, after long, bitter 
experience, are getting accustomed to governance 
wiffiout either responsibility or accountability. The 
pity is that bright areas are gradually shrinking and 
those portraying darkness in the administration, the 
legislative arena, education and social ;^elfare in 
general, are expanding beyond measure. ^^11 the 
country ever have fully resporuible and directly 
accountable leaders? 
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Failure of Indian Systems 

Sony Plight of Polity 


The pillars of the nation’s elaborate 
structure are collapsing all round us. 
The "systems failure" seems to have be¬ 
come a characteristic feature of the ad¬ 
ministrative set-up. In fact, the failures 
in almost every arena of activity haw 
been far too many to be overlooked as 
mere aberrations of people engaged in the 
task of governance. Evidence of this 
tragic situation comes through the per¬ 
sistent frustration and disillusionment 
of the common man. 

To cap it all, there are the Hershad 
Mehta scam and the apparently endless 
scandals linked xoith the affair directly 
and indirectly. These have given a rude 
shock to the country and intensified the 
consequential cynicism. The perceptions 
of morality have registered new loxv. The 
drift is doxtmwards all the time. 

THF three principal 
organs of govern¬ 
ment—the legisla¬ 
ture (which 

formulates the will 
of the State), the ex¬ 
ecutive (which, is 
supposed to ensure that the laws are 
duly obeyed) and the judiciary 
(which interprets laws and deter¬ 
mines the manner in which the duties 
of the executive have been per¬ 
formed)—must function smoothly if 
a democracy is to be eminently suc¬ 
cessful. The US and Britain are 
eminently successful democracies. In 
India, unfortunately, these organs 
and other agencies have been show¬ 
ing indications of gross failures and 
breakdowns. 

The political system in the 
country, it has been correctly stated, 
failed on December 6,1992. The legis¬ 
lative system failed in getting 
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Parliament's majority opinion 
respected by all sections of the 
people, including the small religion- 
based groups. The judicial system 
failed in having its directives obeyed 
in Ayodhya. The administrative sys¬ 
tem (the executive) failed to prevent a 
frenzied over-zealous group from 
demolishing a historical structure. A 
little earlier the intelligence system 
had failed to provide timely informa¬ 
tion about the destructive plans of a 
party. 

India has lately been described as 
"the original model of a soft State"— 
an entity which is unable to enforce 
its own laws and hence incapable of 
ensuring orderly progress expected 
in a civilised country. It has become 
softer since Myrdal, the famous inter¬ 
national commentator placed it in a 
low category and unmasked it. 
Another meaning given to this 
description is that the people of India 
are complacent and have got accus¬ 
tomed to easy living. They are not 
hard-working at all; instead, they are 
inclined to let things remain more or 
le.ss as they are. If the country is split 
into a larger number of States to meet 
the demands for autonomy, there 
might be greater disorder. 

jawaharlal Nehru used to say 
that India needed a strong State 
which could be built only on the 
foundation of an egalitarian society. 
The State should give confidence and 
the wherewithal to the people and 
not mere promises. The oppressed, 
exploited starving people must be 
protected from hunger and dis¬ 
crimination. State-building must 
mean nation building. This goal has 
not been achieved. Besides, there has 
been a sorry mess in the field of 


education, despite the sizable 
amounts of money earnuftked for the 
various programmes in this field. 
Here again the system has let down 
the country. 

The Legislature 

THE primary and 
the meet important 
function of the State 
is legislative. This 
authority forms the 
major premises; ob- 
' viously laws must 
exist before the executive can taken 
action or the judiciary can deliver 
verdicts on their validity and jus¬ 
tification. Laws must of course be 
consistent with the changing needs 
and conditions of society and in har¬ 
mony with the new social environ¬ 
ment. In the parliamentary type of 
democracy all public measures 
originate from the Government; the 
executive has a direct role in making 
the laws and shaping the work of the 
legislature. 

In India, Parliamentand the State 
Assemblies are so engrossed with 
political tussles, squabbles, power 
games, toppling drives, the crfjsessive 
desire of the parties to seize or main¬ 
tain their positions of power, or other 
extraneous matters that very little 
time is left for attending to the all-im¬ 
portant task of preparing bills to be 
seen through Parliament or the As¬ 
semblies in accordance with the 
prescribed procedure. The legislative 
system's lapses have been numerous. 

Shameless whaling and dealing 
characterise the Government. The 
system that has evolved in the name 
of democracy is indeed highly dis- 
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creditable. But the widespread 
poverty and illiteracy are not the only 
factors responsible for this state of 
affairs. 

4 

Failure of Committees: Even 
tt\e parliamentary Standing Commit¬ 
tees, set up in April this year to en¬ 
sure a thorough examination of the 
functioning of various ministries and 
close scrutiny of the Union Budget 
1993-94—hopefully described as a 
“new phase of democracy" in the 
country—have not progressed 
beyond cursory analyses. 

With just two sittings, the Com¬ 
mittee which examined the function¬ 
ing of the Department of Atomic 
Energy (DAE) has brought out many 
deficiencies. The chairman conceded 
that either the department, and the 
Government also, do not have access 
to up-to-date figures or the commit¬ 
tee has been denied them; on bodt 
counts the situation is unsatisfactory. 
There are delays in completion of 
projects and consequential loss of 
benefits to accrue; escalation in the 
costs which, when assessed as a time- 
cost factor, has disconcerting conse¬ 
quences. The Committees are not 
provided with adequate updated 
material. The Committee on Science 
and Technology, which examined the 
working of the Department of Space, 
was given only extracts of the latest 
annual report. The committee report, 
finalised after two meetings, has just 
a few paragraphs about the 
department's budgetary demand for 
1993-94. The Committee on Agricul¬ 
ture was concerned about the in¬ 
crease in the reappropriation offers, 
after the approval of the budget 
during the last three years. The 
Agriculture Ministry said the States 
could not provide the committee 
with details. Certain unhealthy 
trends have become noticeable. 

The Executive 

THE description of 
India by foreign ex¬ 
perts as "a lawless 
State" because of 
the failure of the 
Government to en¬ 
force laws is not 
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without justiBcation. The faction-rid¬ 
den executive has been distinctly 
tardy in taking decisions. It has often 
made wrong assessments and an¬ 
nounced ill-considered decisions 
some of which have been declared 
null and void by the courts. This indi¬ 
cates gross all-round inefficiency and 
failures. The Union ministry has 
never before received so many slaps 
and rebuffs at the hands of the 
Supreme Coourt and certain High 
Courts (Madhya Pradesh, Allahabad 
and U.P., for instance). Every now 
and then the courts give verdicts 
directly blaming the executive agen¬ 
cies for mishandling matters and fail¬ 
ing to ensure due implementation of 
the laws. 

A classic instance of the "systems 
failure" was the massive scam of 
public funds by Hershad Mehta and 
his associates acting in league with 
senior bank officials and some 
politicians. The Union Finance Mini¬ 
ster used this phrase to explain away 
the scam of money by bankers, share 
brokers and other operators and 
manipulators. This expression is 
being used as an excuse to cover up 
all sorts of lapses and wrongdoing by 
greedy people and certain institu¬ 
tions. The latest dimension of this 
scandal is the reported pay-off to 
some leading politicians of over Rs 1 
crorc in 1991. 

Even the landings of large quan¬ 
tities of RDX and other explosives 
and weapons in the Bombay region, 
which indicate the lapses of the Cus¬ 
toms staff, are ascrilwd to the "sys¬ 
tems failure". 

On December 6, 1992 (and 
during the weeks thereafter) there 
were many instances of failure of dif¬ 
ferent systems that constitute the 
Government. The Cabinet set-up 
failed in speedily deliberating on, 
and formulating, an effective and 
consistent line of action. 

The federal system also failed. 
No provision of the Constitution was 
found adequate by the Centre to pre¬ 
emptively intervene in U.P. to 



preserve secularism, historical 
heritage and the sanctity of the fUme 
Minister's promise given to the na¬ 
tion from the ramparts of the Red 
Fort to protect the ^bri Masjid—not 
even Article 355 which makes it the 
duty of the Centre “to protect States 
against external aggression and inter¬ 
nal disturbance and to ensure that the 
government of every State is carried 
on in accordance with the provisions 
of the Constitution". 

« 

The Prime Minister contended 
that the federal character of India 
came in his way and prevented him 
from acting. However, the federal 
system failed again when Article 356 
was clumsily invoked to dismiss 
three other State governments. 

Without doubt there has been a 
massive law and order system's 
failure in the subsequent period. The 
blasts in Bombay on March 12, in par¬ 
ticular, have proved that the system 
of intelligence gathering, patrolling 
the borders, policing the cities, check¬ 
ing criminalisation of the polity and 
even "post facto" disaster manage¬ 
ment have major lacunae. 

The nexus between powerful 
politicians and criminals is no longer 
a secret. No wonder the gangs thrive. 

Electoral failures: Article 324 of 
the Constitution provides for a 
machinery to ensure fair elections to 
the legislatures. But the malpractices 
in almost all elections held in the 
country prove that diis provision has 
not proved effective. The Constitu¬ 
tion has been unable to prevent the 
use of money, muscle and inqjersona- 
tion for influencing the elections. The 
Representation of the People Act has 
signally failed to prevent electoral 
abuses. 

The Constitution provides for in¬ 
dependent Public Service Commis¬ 
sions at the Centre and in the States to 
ensure recruitment to tf\e civil ser¬ 
vices on the basis of merit. But these 
institutions have failed to come up to 
the expectations of Jdie Constitution- 
makers, and at die State level they 
have turned out to be totally unfit to 
perform their duties. On paper, the 


Indian Public Service Commissions 
are the strongest in the democratic 
world but in practice they leave 
everything to be desired. 

The Constitutlcm provides for an 
independent judiciary. But the 
judiciary has also lost cz^ibiUty and 
has become suspect in dte eyes of the 
people mostly because of 4e faulty 
systefh of judicial appointments. 

Slums ie Ghettos: The Con¬ 
stitution contaiiu guarantees and as¬ 
surances of the requisite conditions 
for a decent life for everyone, and of 
course the basic amenities and 
avenues of employment for all, ir¬ 
respective of religious beliefs, sex and 
age. The apparently permanent exist¬ 
ence of slums is a standing blot on 
our economic structure and on the 
people in charge of the administra¬ 
tion. The latest figures show that 
Greater Bombay had the highest 
slum population of 4.31 million as 
per 1991 records. Of d\e total slum 
population of 20.20 million in the 
country, Calcutta and Delhi ac¬ 
counted for 3.59 million and 2.^^ mil¬ 
lion respectively. Madras has over 
1.72 million people living in slums. 

According to official assertions, 
there are vast opportunities for 
empio 3 onent for the masses. But the 
figures of qualified jobless people 
contradict Government's claim. In¬ 
formation given in Parliament in 
May this year shows that there are 
31,700 doctors and 95,600 engineers 
whose names figure on the live 
registers of Employment Exchanges 
in the country. Similarly, there were 
2.09 million educated (matric and 
above) and 1.35 million otiiers (below 
matric and Illiterates) seeking jobs, 
according to the latest available 
figures supplied by Employment Ex¬ 
changes. The actual position is of 
course much worse. 

Food output and Starvation: 
The Central Gwemmeht is reported 
to have record food stocks at present, 
and the Minister concerned claims 
that dte grain reserves are adequate 
to meet all contingencies. There is no 
Question of shortages, he added; 
there is sufficient f(^ for the mil¬ 


lions. The country, we are tcdd, is well 
set to achieve 13.24 million tonne ad¬ 
ditional production of foodgrains 
during the current agriculture crop 
year, compared to 1991-92. As against 
the total production of foodgrains of 
167.06 million tonnes d\iring that 
year, the total production of 
foodgrains during 1^2-93 was likely 
to be 180.3 million tcmnes. 

In June this year the newspapers 
carried pictures of drought-stricken 
cattle dying and of faiidshed men 
and women begging for morsels of 
food. Surely there is maldistribution 
of foodgraiiu as a result of the failure 
of the administration to ensure 
prompt supplies to starving people. 

Despite the huge stocks of grain, 
starvation deaths are reported almost 
every year from certain areas. This 
year Kalahandi and Malkangiri in 
Orissa are the worst affected. Ironi¬ 
cally, there is politics even in the 
arena of starvation. The Congress MP 
from Kalahandi alleged that all the 
relief work, including the distribu¬ 
tion of rice, was undertaken just a 
couple of days before the Prime 
Minister's visit. This elicited sharp 
reactions from the Chief Minister. 
The politics of starvation was evident 
from die speeches and personal at¬ 
tacks on rivals in Orissa. When Mr 
J.B. Patnaik was the Chief Minister, 
he used stubbornly to refuse the 
charge of starvation deaths made by 
the other Patnaik. Now Mr Biju Pat¬ 
naik is dismissing the charges of the 
Congress leader as "politically 
motivated". 

Another irony is that the large 
amounts earmarked for relief to the 
affected people are misappropriated 
by contractors, middlemen and offi¬ 
cials operating at various levels. Ac¬ 
cording to a reliable report, the 
Drought-prone Area Programme 
(DPAP) for Orissa's Kalahandi dis¬ 
trict, haunted by poverty and starva¬ 
tion deaths, has been marred by 
siphoning of crores of rupees and frit¬ 
tering away of the funds with no 
results. 

Social System: The chinks and 
flaws in the country's social set-up 


'V 

have latiriy become more and more 
evident. The incieasit^ conffim^- 
ticms amcmg the various castes arid 
creeds, often In a virulent form, have ., 
been a standing menace to the pcdlfy,.' 
Admittedly, there is urgent need l 
bring about cohesion, t^erance and';^ | 
unity in socieW. This is a task ffir sq- ; 
cial reformers but the people's active, i f 
cooperation is vital. > | 

In his address at the Nadonal .;,| 
Convention of Secularism and Social , v 
Jusitce, held in Delhi in May this yeat' | 
the Prime Minister urged the peapUt p 
to actively cooperate in bringing 
about reforms in the caste-rlddin .jf 
society. A large number of youths ait , p 
ready to work with "missionary M 
zeal" in this direction but they need.-. ^ ^ 
to be organised to perform this 
"sacred duty". Social justice is a pie- ^ 
requisite for keeping society tenaion>'. 
free and peaceful. \s 

Mr Rao reiterated his 3 
Government's commitment to social P 
justice and equality but said all this , 
could not be achieved at the offtck) f, 
level alone. The people should come , % 
forward to help the Goverrunent in'.i 
implementing the welfare policies. 

The Public Distribution System 
(PDS) had been further activated by ' | 
the Government. It is meant fo^" \ 
providing both "social and economic. j 
justice to the poor people". ' 

Former Home Minister Buta '- v 
Singh pointed out that Dalits were . ^ 
being subjected to atrocities and 
humiliated in'many parts of the 
country despite official and constitu- i 
tional sanctions against such treat- ^ 
ment. He stressed the need to prevent 
the "creamy layer" from monopo- ' 
Using the benefits for Scheduled Cas^ . ' 
tes and Tribes. 

Atrocities on Dalits: In spite of : 
the much-publicised preventive 
measures, atrocities on members of ! 
Scheduled Castes and TVibes con- ' 
tinue. This reflects a failure of the In¬ 
dian system in law enforcement. The 
excesses hav^ unfortunately, been in- * 
creasing, notably in Karnataka, UP, 

MP and certain other parts of ffie ; 
country. There are cases of murder of .; 
some ^s and STs in connection with .' 
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land disputes. The Government's as¬ 
surances that effective steps would 
be taken to curb such excesses have 
proved to be futile. Cutting across 
party lines, members of the Lok 
Sabha on May 4 cxpre.ssed deep con¬ 
cern over thesti incidents. Because of 
their resources, influence and politi¬ 
cal clout, the persons guilty of such 
atrocities on the weaker sections of 
society almost always escape punish¬ 
ment. 

It is estimated that 49.876 million 
or 41.47 per cent of the estimated 
population belonging to the 
Scheduled Castes, and 29.05 million 
or 49.87 per cent of the estimated 
population belonging to the 
Scheduled Tribes, were living below 
the poverty line in 1987-88. Reliable 
figua\s for later years are not avail¬ 
able. 

Extravagance Amidst Poverty: 
Oddly enough, in utter disregard of 
the widespread poverty and destitu¬ 
tion, there is much extravagance. In 
urban areas there is reckle.ss expendi¬ 
ture by government departments and 
by the affluent sections of society. 
Lately, in the rural sector too ex¬ 
travagance has become noticeable. A 
parliamentary committee has as¬ 
sailed the Ministry of Rural Develop¬ 
ment for the pattern of expenditure 
on its schemes which showed that a 
large part of the funds have been 
spent in the last quarter of the finan¬ 
cial year. The committee was dis¬ 
tressed to see the expenditure trend 
of the Department of Rural Develop¬ 
ment over the past three years 
wherein a large percentagae of the 
money has been spent in the last 
quarter. This pattern of expenditure 
reflects lack of proper planning and 
implementation, resulting in waste¬ 
ful expenditure without any produc¬ 
tive results. 

Collapse of the Judiciary 

THE Constitution 
provides for an inde¬ 
pendent Judiciary 
but this institution 
has become suspect 
in the eyes of the 
public partly be¬ 


cause of the method of judicial ap¬ 
pointments. The country's judicial 
set-up is overburdened with cases 
and litigation work of various 
categories. The arrears have been 
piling up, causing much incon¬ 
venience to the people. 

The laws' delays are proverbial 
but in India this lapse is noting short 
of scandalous. Most cases drag on for 
years. Speedier justice is a crying 
need of the hour, particularly 
criminal justice. When a criminal 
prosecution takes between five to 10 
years, the process often become self- 
defeating. It is indeed shocking that 
hundreds of cases involving 
notorious drug smugglers have not 
been heard for years because there 
are not enough judges or court¬ 
rooms. 

The inordinate delays have 
naturally led to deep cynicism 
among the aggrieved people who 
have suffered long because of the 
highly expensive and infnictuoiis 
judicial proce.ss. Moreover, the im¬ 
pression is growing that judges arc 
amenable to pressures of various 
kinds— governmental, financial 
and even moral. The unethical con¬ 
duct of certain judges such as Mr V. 
Ramaswami, who narrowly es¬ 
caped impeachment by the Lok 
Sabha on May 11 this year, has par¬ 
tially eroded public confidence in 
the judiciary at high levels and the 
overall credibility of the judicial 
structure. 

A case of blatant subversion of 
the Rule of l,aw involves the former 
Goa Chief Minister. Over two years 
ago, he was arrested under 
COFEPOSA after being caught al¬ 
most redhanded in a gold smuggling 
operation. But he was quickly let off 
by the l-!igh Court because of a proce¬ 
dural hitch. In contrast, the customs 
officer who had risked his life to nab 
the culprits had an FIR filed against 
him by the CBI for having 
"murdered" one of the notorious 
Alemae brothers in a scuffle during 
the operation. Repeated entreaties to 


the Government to reconsider tiie 
case have revoked little response. 

Speakers V. Judiciary: An un¬ 
fortunate development, which 
brings out the failure of the 
machinery as conceived by the 
framers of the Constitution has 
been the confrontation between 
speakers of certain State Assemblies 
and the Supreme Court. 

There was the well-known clash 
between the Tamil Nadu Assembly 
and the Judiciary in the early months 
of 1992. It created a major political 
issue which caused concern even to 
the Central Government. The tussle 
was not so much between the As¬ 
sembly and the Judiciary as between 
the legislature and the Government 
on the one hand and the Judiciary on 
the other. 

The cause pf the tension between 
the Supreme Court and the Speaker 
of the Manipur Assembly, though lar¬ 
gely removed, worried those who are 
impatient with the anti-defection law. 
This law has done little to strengthen 
parliamentary democracy. 

It must be conceded however 
that the burden on the Judiciary is 
made heavier by requiring it to 
decide matters that are essentially 
of a political rather than of legal 
nature. This is in part a sequel to 
the failure of political leaders and 
their henchmen to discharge their 
basic functions faithfully. The 
emerging phenomenon of an ac¬ 
tivist judiciary can thus be ex¬ 
plained. 

The tendency to turn a blind eye 
to acts of corruption and violation 
of the norms must end. The 
numerous flaws and failures in the 
various arenas facilitate the spread 
of corruption and call for a 
thorough review of the systems by 
impartial experts (not short¬ 
sighted, power-hungry politicians) 
what is more important, the requisi¬ 
te correctives should be applied 
without loss of time. 
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Rununtmrmon In less tim. knprmfeym/rconamtntlon. Rnadliutu: 
CM mon marki In exama. OmMop aalf-conRdanca. AvoU mlatakaa. 


My name b Raj Bapna. I want to tell you how 
to study and how to use your mind power Id gel 
success in competa'ttons. Thbb from my new 234- 
pm tmpriMn^powefpd course 'Raj Bapna's 
Nwid Power Stuoy Teomiques'. 

Why Um Only 10% Mind Pa«v«r 

SdenUsta have found that most peemie use only 
iWdf tivir mind pawtr. Thaluplo90% of the 
mind power remains hidden and unused. 

And yogb also agree with this. 

If you can learn to use more mind potoer to study, 
you can remember more in less time. So, your 
chances of success in competitions can greatly in¬ 
crease. 


SSC,elc. 

Surprlaing But Tlrua 

You have been learning many subjects in 
schools or colleges for i(v or ts years. It b 
sutpiislrig that, even for one hour, they do not 
teach you how to use your mind power and how 
to study for success. 

What Will You LMrn 

My techniques will help you improve the e suc¬ 
cess factors in the following way: 

1. Good increase in your memory and con¬ 
centration 2. You will not be required to study for 


crease greatly 4.You will experience that you are 
capaUe of achieving much more than you current¬ 
ly do (yes, even if you arc a topper) 5. Small to 
moderate improvement in your intelligahce 6. Set 
realistically high aims/guals and lake you step by 
step on the road to achieving them 7. Improve 
your writing, spelling, interview skills 8.1 earn 
exam secrets to get more marks for what you 
know 9. Avoid serious mistakes that can lead to 
failure. 

But... Not for Evaiyona 

This course is not for llxise persons who want 
to gel success by magic. It is also rxit for those per¬ 
sons who want to get success without work. But, 
it is for that sirKxrc and ambitious person wNi 
studies average or more arxl very seriously wants 
to jvl success. My course will help you make the 
best use of your hard work and your coach¬ 
ing/studying for success. 

RMd Pastor to Savo Time 
Everyone can learn to read and uiKleistand 300, 
or 500 or more words per minute. But, many of us 
read only about 100 words per minute. 

You will team my easy hinger Technique in 30 
minutes that will prove to you that you can double 
your readirig speed 

I What Reader and Experts Say ... 

I • 'Sropic, effective, practical techniques to improve 
ovetwl inlelligpiKe aixl mind power. Evenavefage 
student can easily understetxf.* —TfawssTMis 

•'Pnweirful, practteal, easy It will help all students, 
bank offidab and others appearing tor test, exams 
and Interviews.' —inotan Banks'4saa aSaMn 

• 'lam very happy to Itrfonn yxi Ihatmysan Ravi 
Anand Inaeaacu his leodbiK speed from 228 to 
suiptbinglyhlghUlSwofdSBerminuie. Thank 
war for your excellenlaauise. 

—0rltl.Singh,MBBS,MS,EyaSiMgean,B9<er. 

•'Itapped thenAVCollcavChandigarh, lincrcased 
my reading speed from 303 to 1000 words.* 

-te^OkkRancMnibHariaM 


—SAwp r afceA KHH Sudtnf Madras [tmtHeiiit 
• 'UbbtUcvablK I Improved my laadiiwaiieed frm 
7Sto2D0«naraapcraitnula. Mytoa!{daM4)hn- 
HovadMamemcay Haabolmproivadhia reading 
i^fromdSloldo.' 

^ -AnfMMSSMKmiAHmai^hUSrt 

•'bioaased my nadingfrtm 100 to SSOin 2<)ayk.' 

--aMKBtvtTdeiSMrfillbaai Oabadlsi (Uri 


/' Answsr thsss 7 Qusstfon? \ 

•For bettcrmcmoi)! ahould you aiudy aady in ment- 
ing orlatainni^t? 

•Farbattermcmacy ihould you read tester or dorwer? 

• Do examinen give iiKae marks If you write nwia 
and fiO mate pages? 

■ Whidi vHamina am he^ ycxir bnin function better 
and iitipsovc your IQ? 

• Should yrxi stadyoandnuoualy or take rest? 

• Ifow, for 2oQmmon types of questirau, can you fool 
die examiner and gel more marks? 

eating before an exam tedures IQ? 

I Elecl ronic 
I Mind Piiachine 

ir reilScI’adtt, tftreiU^ixre, rhemoty maoita- 
tion. For delaib, send your name and address on 
a poelcaid ora letter anil we will send you the in¬ 
formation packet by VVP for Rs 10. Or, send Rs 
10 advance. 

Mamory Secrata 

The brain has Iwo memory stores; short-term 
and lortg-term. Whatever you see, hear, or feel b 
proccssra tw the brain. ITw irrelevant information 
IS removed immedblety. Thu remaining^informa- 
lion goes into the short-term menxjry Whatever 
we revise again and again goes into the long-term 
memory. 

Without revision, in 24 hours we forget 82%. 

We remember only 18%. 

As tiiiw passes without revbion, we remember 
les-s and less. After one month we remember 
about 5%. Most peopk’ attend classes or make 
notes, but they do not revise enough, so they 
wa.ste their hard work 

My course will leach you a systematic techni¬ 
que lo revise aixl remember more in less time. 

You can learn tins powerful tcchiuque in jusi 30 
minutes. 

You will learn more secrets bom my course 

13 Powerful Chaptars 

Chapter 1 (.earn two mind power study lechni- 


Huw do examiners correct answer papers, and 
how lo use thb knowledge togrl man marks. 
Mega-vitamins can tumascyt^ mleUigcnce tem¬ 
porarily duriitg exam-days. For these 2 types of 
quesitons, you can even fool the examiner and get 
more marks. 4 mure topics 

Chapters. Interview techniques forscif-con- 
bdence and success > 4 topics Chapter 4. Some 
irujor mbiakes in exam-days and how to avoid 
them 3 topics Chapterti How to improve your 
memory in a suiprbingly easy way 

Chapter?. Mind maps: a new sdenliGc way to 
take memoraUe notes:-Memory key words and 
creative key words. The best way to take iwtes. 7 
more topics. Chapters, Some techitiques for im- 


more topes iiapiiedlw a 5,000 year old symbol ofiniliawhi 

ipter 9. Advanced memorc techniques to the yogb nave been using lo improve their con- 

iber long sequences, spelUnp,anifcompli- centraBon and mind power. Ksep tbia poatar 

hinra:-5 lopes Chapter 10. How to use Urea as roy gift even tf yon reoira the 

meinlhecIraroomforsucoess'.-StoDics eoimatevaiiraaoiiey back. Take advantate 


your brain and your body. How toskrep well. 
Meditation: an ancient technique for more brain 
power. Inenasei/our inleOigeiwe by Image Stream¬ 
ing. Smonetopcs 

Chapters. Advanced memorc techniques to 
rememwr fongsequeiKcs, spelUnp, uni compli- 
calrd things:-a lopes Chapter 10. How to use 
your time i n the ctoroom tor success -.- 8 topics 
TMaeounaia | 
navar aoM In any ~ 

Chspter 11. Program youndf for success 1^ 
using the power ofbeUe& imagination, and 
Neuro Ur^gubtic PragtaniinitteAnchor youneif 
forsuecess while watchingTVor films. Using 
music and lebxaiion for mind programming. 
ChangingboHeCirmdhabtts. 5 more topics Chap 
tet 12. New resaroch in brain science shotvs that 
are more capeble than you Ihink ChapterlS. 
por 


AllttMf^BKMIATA 

•BaanSPilmk M1MkBTIClMawpur.^NT5 . 

aa 3 F%‘ sa»« **‘i ^ 

•inc w B Mir myieSWi ttes pw d fiOtnTlwowbtaasfibt 
aBtQ37Miasasp«stonute. ^ _ _ 



•cretB from Amwioa Mid India 

I combine the 5C00j«ar old techniques of India, ‘ 
wltii the latest scientific discoveries inbraln re- , 
search, nutrittorv psychology and music in 
America and othv countries. 

ILoatABigChanca. ButYou... 

I wanted to lake the best course for IIT 
entrance. I was not sure If the course would mliy ' 
help me. So, 1 did not onier quickly. After waiting . , 
for 3 montlri, I ordered the course. The course was - . 
good and it helped me get rank 1102. . j..; 

llostaclunoefojoiiiH'ltehinirTbucauscldid 
not order quiclfy and waited for 3 months. -/ 

You should not lose any chance. Order thb ["■!, 
course quickly. Order it naur. You will kel goad .f._J 

knowing that using my course will help you get bef> 
ter educalioiv better job, and better career. 

Do you underslma fully that you must order thip • ,.j 
ruurw nuiii if you really want to ^sucxeas? ; 

Thb course b ini volumes, so that your 1 

brother/sister can also benefit at the same time. 

31-Oay Money Back QuarMfitt* 

Use my course for 31 days, if you do not great- 
ly benefit (read foster, improve memory etc.), sfanp* 
iy return the couRie for your money backlit , ’ 

l^tage, handling). No questions asked. NoriMk- 
on your pari " .i"; 

31 days b nxire than enough time to beneCIL 
Actually, many people benefit on the first day they 
gel thb course. And most people benefit wimin T 


31 days b nxire than enough time to beneCIL 
Aclualty, many people benefit on the first day the 
gel thb course. And most people benefit wimin I 
or 2 weeks. 

How to Order by Post 

(Navar aoM anywhara irtaa) 
Diacdunt Fees Rs 98. 

Sava Rs 40. PoatagaFraa. 

The fees for thb course in Indb bRs 135 (Rs 
540 in USA). But only for now to introduoe thia 
oourao, the discount fees for this cossplete 
oouree ie Re as only. The postage b also free 
for Regbteted Post. So, order today. This is your 


105, pay Rs 35 as advance, and pay remainiiw 
amount to postnun when you ^Ito'sciwrw^ 
VPP. 

As pari of thb course, you will gel a green 
cctiour por^ of 'Bapm's Optical-Illusion 
Technique for Cbrioentrallon'. TTtis paster < 
irapiied by a 5,000 war old symbol of intlia v 


TTtis paster was . 
ibol of Intlia whkdi 


cenlrabon ruM mind power. Keep uua poetar 
free as iBiy gift even if jron reoum the 
eaursa far irorurasoiisy back. TakeadaantpgeOl 
lhiSuniqueofferandi>ntorf»day. 

So, >t> to the hank 01 'pori cMor, make your MX), 
or Bank Pmfi payable to Mfiid Power Reacawh Ift- 


Then send it qiu'dUy to; 

I>racfor, Mind Poyyer Research InetihJts Pvt UCl' ' 
M-8 Mind Power Chambers, Sedor 4 
Udaiptv (RNasihan) 313001 . 

PteoM write your full addioa iMatly In CAFfTALMHiia 
tai l-jigliah. For MO, write your MdrcM in 'Spate MS' 
Canununitetton* at the baMom of Ik* MO fomi- 














ARTICLE 


Renewed Emphasis on IRDP 


Since the inception of planning in 
our country, continuous stress has l^en 
laid an equitable distribution of income 
as a broad objective. As incidence of 
poverty was higher in the rural areas, 
where majority of the population lives, it 
vtas considered imperative to shift the 
focus of poverty alleviation programmes 
to the rural areas. But, despite several 
programmes being launched by the 
government, it was realised towards the 
end of Fifth Five Year Plan that fruits of 
development had failed to trickle down to 
the poorer sections living in the rural 
areas and a frontal assault on the prob¬ 
lem of rural poverty was envisaged. Far 
the first time an integrated programme 
of ^verty eradication, having elements 
of training, assistance by way of loan 
and subsidy and employment genera¬ 
tion, was introduced in the Sixth Plan. 
It xoas known as Integrated Rural 
Development Programme (IRDP). 

Innovative Programme 

A scientifically designed 
programme, IRDP aims at first 
identifying the people living below 
poverty line. The concept of poverty 
line, though subjective in nature, wa? 
based on the daily average calorie in¬ 
take of a family. Accordingly the 
Planning Commission defined the 
poverty line on the basis of recom¬ 
mended nutritional requirements of 
2400 calories per person per day for 
rural areas and 2100 calories per per¬ 
son per day for urban areas. The 
above requirement of calories was 
converted into monthly consumption 
expenditure and during the Seventh 
Five Year Plan this limit was kept at 
Rs 6400 per annum per family. To 
start with, it was decided to provide 
the assistance under this programme 
to those families having annual in¬ 
come of less than Rs 4800 per annum. 

The programme aims at assisting 
the poorer families to acquire an in- 
ccane generating asset by providing 
concessional loan and subsidy so as 


to enable such families to generate 
some additional income through 
such micro-level entrepreneurship. 
The community blocks are inden- 
tified as executing agencies for the 
IRDP, under the overall supervision 
and control of District Rural 
Development Agencies (DRDAs), 
which are headed by the District 
Magistrates. 

The assets so supplied under the 
programme could be a sewing 
machine, a milch cattle, mules, 
poultry unit, petty shop, a repair 
shop, a pair of bullocks or any other 
asset which could generate some ad¬ 
ditional income to help the family to 
repay the loan as well as to cross the 
poverty line. One third of the assis¬ 
tance is in the form of subsidy and the 
rest of the amount is provided by ar¬ 
ranging loan from a nationalized 
bank. In case of scheduled 
caste/scheduled tribe beneficiaries, 
the subsidy element is 50 per cent. 

An important aspect of this 
programme is in the form of Training 
Rural Youth for Self Employment 
(TRYSEM). This scheme aims at 
providing training to the un¬ 
employed rural youths of identified 
poor families in various occupations 
requiring special skills like masonry, 
carpentry, weaving, electrical repairs, 
tailoring, vehicle repairs etc. The 
training is provided either through 
the IIT^ or through some master 
craftsmen. The trainees are also given 
some stipend during the training 
period. C5n completion of the train¬ 
ing, assistance is provided to the 
trainees out of IRDP funds. 

Earlier, two schemes, known as 
National Rural Employment 
Programme (NREP) and Rural Land¬ 
less Employment Guarantee 
Programme (RLEGP), were floated 
to provide the employment facilities 
in the villages on the one hand and to 
create socially and economically use¬ 
ful assets on the odier. In 1989, these 


two schemes were merged and 
renamed as Jawahar Rozgar Yojna 
(JRY). The Union Government bears 
80 per cent of the total expenses 
under the JRY and the States are re¬ 
quired to provide rest of the 20 per 
cent. 

Performance 

A S against the target of Rs 3000 
crore, a total amount of Rs 3316 
crore was spent on the subsidy ele¬ 
ment under the IRDP during the 
Seventh Five Year Plan. Total invest¬ 
ment in the programme, including 
the institutional credit, amounted to 
Rs 8688 crore. Against a target of as¬ 
sisting 20 million families, 18.17 mil¬ 
lion families living below poverty 
line were assisted during the same 
period. The schemes selected for as¬ 
sistance included 44 per cent in the 
primary sector, 37.5 per cent in the 
secondary sector and 18.5 per cent 
under the tertiary sector. As per the 
estimates of incidence of poverty 
made by the Planning Commission, 
the percentage of people living below 
the poverty line, which was 48.3 per 
cent during 1977-78, came down to 
37.4 per cent by 1983-84 and was es¬ 
timated to be 29.9 per cent during 
1987-88, mainly due to the successful 
execution of IRDP. 

The performance during the 
TRYSEM has, however, been lack¬ 
lustre. As per the Seventh Plan 
figures, out of 10 lakh youths trained 
under this programme, 47 per cent 
took-up self-employment and 12 per 
cent availed the facility of wage 
employment. The remaining 41 per 
cent could not avail either of the 
benefits. Total percentage of IRDP 
beneficiaries, trained under the 
TRYSEM, is also as low as 6 to 7 per 
cent. Performance of wage-employ¬ 
ment scheme has, hqwever, been bet¬ 
ter. During the first four years of 
Seventh Plan, at an average, about 
700 million mandays were generated 
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WHAT MAKES GASGARD 


Q. Hijr.whtt do ]foti.nic«n by‘Safest’LPG 
•tovs? 1 thought ^ LPG stoves were 
safe. 

A. The Gasgard is the only LPG stove in 
India (or for that matter the entire 
world!) that is retrofitted with a gas 
leak indicator that instantly detects any 
gas leak in your kitchen. 

Q. What sort of leakage does Gasgard 
warn against? 

A. Well, leakage of gas from the rubber 
tubing, stove, regulator or 
even the cylinder 

valve. _ 


THE 

SAFEST 

LPG 

STOVE? 


A. Certainly. Tbp*of-the-line fetttirct 
include non<)o|ging,heavy duty brau 
burners, leak>proof gas taps and 
unbreakable vitreous enameled pan 
supports-cum-drip trays which are 
extremely easy to handle and clean. 
That too, as you can sec, on a gleaming 
electropolished all-stainless steel body. 

Q. With so many unique faaturest the 
Gasgard stove must really be expenalve, 
A. If you consider the safety ami 
•f'JtVHiiHtW®f your family, the 
^gard stove is not 
at lUI expensive. 







o 


Q. Good.But 
Is Gasgard any 
different from an ordinary 
LPG stove? 

A. Oh, yes. Hie Gasgard is unique and 
useful in many more ways. For instance, 
it saves you from the hassle of gas 
running out unexpectedly by enabling 
you to keep some gas in reserve. 

Q. Wow, thath ^eat! I'm sure there are 
more such interesting features in the 
Gasgard stove? 


TAKE HOME 



\J 


you just visit 
your gas distributor and 
check out the Gasgard LPG stove? 






Trade enquiries maybe addressed to: 


HOMEAIOS 

SCO NO. 41. SECTOR 17-E. 
CHANDIGARH-160 017. 
PHONE; 543056, 54.3847. 
FAX: 0172-44388. 


HE SAFEST LPG STOVE 














i' to provide employment oppor- 
tunities in the rural areas every year. 
!} ; During 1989-90, the first year of JRY, 
total outlay of Rs 2600 crore was 
Ij provided to generate 931 million 
f, mandays. The performance of other 
i schemes like Development of Women 
!' and Children in Rural Areas 
' (DWCRA) and Drought Prone Area 
Programme (DPAP) under the IRDP 
; Is also encouraging. 

During the current financial year, 
; the total outlay for the Rural 
! Development has been enhanced by 
62 per cent to Rs 5010 crore and the 
■: allocation for jRY has been increased 
! to Rs 3.306 crore, as compared to Ks 
^ 2046 during 1992-93. This is aimed at 
■ providing employment to the tune of 
1100 million mandays. Under the 
’■ TRYSKM, 3.5 lakh youth arc expected 
to be trained this year. 

Lacunae 

OTWITl fSTANDING the strides 
already made in this field, there 
is a lot more to be done to make the 
; IRDP more effective. IRDP also suf- 
fers from many short<omings. To 
, start with, the process of identifica- 
tion of people living below poverty 
line is replete with several problems 
'V like lack of objectivity in calculating 
the income level and presence of 
: vested interests to grab the conce.s- 
sionai finance as well as the non- 
: refundable subsidy. Another lacuna 
)■ is the meagre per-family investment 
? on the beneficiaries. At the end of 
I 1990-91 total per-family investment 
(Including loan) on IRDP 
1 beneficiaries was merely Rs 6900. 

; Such a small per-family investment 
i has resulted in majority of 
beneficiaries not receiving .substan- 
; tial return and not crossing the 
poverty lino on the one hand and get- 
j ting entangled in indebtedness on the 
. other. The area of target fixing also 
^ needs re-orientation. The targets are 
'j fixed in terms of families to be as- 
sisted in a particular year under the 
; IRDP. In fact the real achievement of 
: this programme should be gauged 
I from the number of assisted families 
i crossing the poverty line. 

f Similarly TRYSEM and JRY have 
their own problems. Main drawback 
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in TRYSEM is the lack of good 
trainers. Master craftsmen and other 
experts in a particular trade do not 
take keen interest in training the 
beneficiaries under the fear of creat¬ 
ing competition for themselves. A 
major pitfall facing TRYSEM is the 
poor percentage of rehabilitation of 
trainees. The problem in JRY is its 
over-diluted impact on the rural 
poverty. This programme has not 
been able to adequately supplement 
the family income of the people 
living below poverty line. As per a 
survey conducted by the Planning 
Commi-ssion, during the year 1990- 
91, an average of about 15 days' 
employment was provided per per¬ 
son under the IRDP by the JRY. 

Eighth Plan Proposals 

RDP is a scientifically designed 
programme aimed at launching a 
frontal assault on the rural poverty. In 
the Indian context, where more than 
socicveconomic reasons, psychologi¬ 
cal mental-blocks are responsible for 
perpetual poverty, such programme, 
encompassing all important aspects 
of rural poverty alleviation, was re¬ 
quired. If a steady decline of in¬ 
cidence of poverty is any indication, 
the programme appears to be a 
qualified success. 

The Eighth Plan lays renewed 
emphasis on IRDP. Elimination of 
rural poverty has been identified as a 
matter of major concern of develop¬ 
ment planning. Tlie concept of target 
fixing has been made more flexible 
with more stress on demand side 
rather than on supply side. As far as 
employment generation under JRY is 
concerned. Eighth Plan appears to be 
introducing some .sort of flexibility 
with regard to earmarking of funds. 
Concentration of resources in the 
backward districts and priority to 
sector like .soil conservation, social 
forestry, waste land development, 
water harvesting, rural roads and 
housing, etc. have been identified as 
major £rust areas in IRDP in general 
and JRY in particular. 

Suggested Approach 

APID development of rural sec¬ 
tor cannot be achieved by mere 




enhancement of plan outlays. Tradi¬ 
tionally, the rural areas are known to 
have slower growth rates as com¬ 
pared to the other sectors of the 
economy. To overcome this limitation 
a total reorientation needs to be given 
to the strategy of planning. Special 
attention needs to be paid to ^e so¬ 
cial sector. Improved literacy, par¬ 
ticularly among the women, and 
controlled population growth, with 
proper health care facilities to the 
rural population, are some of the im¬ 
portant requisites for overcoming the 
psychological barriers to the rural 
development. The age old theory of 
fate governing rural poverty would 
thus automatically be replaced by the 
new vision for development and 
growth. 

Availability of adequate employ¬ 
ment opportunities in the rural areas 
need to replace the concept of self- 
employment, sa heavily propagated 
by IRDP and TRYSEM. Every self- 
employment venture, to be success¬ 
ful, needs some entrepreneurial 
skills, availability of marketing 
linkages, availability of working 
capital and qualities of initiative. Un¬ 
fortunately, all these factors are ab¬ 
sent in case of majority of 
beneficiaries of IRDP. Till the time in¬ 
vestment in the social sectors starts 
yielding discernible results it would 
be appropriate to ensure more 
employment opportunities in the 
rural areas. At an average, if at least 
one member of each family is 
provided assured wage employment 
throughout the year, the income 
would be sufficient enough for that 
family to cross the poverty line. 

In addition, needs of the hour is 
to direct stiff doses of investment in 
the rural areas. To effectively supple¬ 
ment the schemes under IRDP, the 
schemes of wage-employment for 
longer duration also need to be 
strengthened. Wage-employment to 
women should be an area which 
should be targetted wiffi extra efforts. 
If the broad aim, to nearly eradicate 
the poverty by tum'bf the century, is 
to be achieved, this area will have to 
be given top-most priority in the 
years to come. 
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NAFTA and India _ 

Q. Formation of NAFTA may be 
useful to the member countries but 
will adveracly affect the interests of 
India. Discuss? 

Ans. lATith the Maastricht Treaty 
striving to unite the European 
countries, and ASEAN countries also 
aiming to forge a united trading 
front, apparently the regional trade 
groupings seem to be the order of the 
day. These developments, coupled 
with the growing threat from East 
Asian countries, might have forced 
the USA to form a numerically small 
but strong regional trading block in 
the form of North American Free 
Trade Area (NAITA) on December 
17, 1992. Among the three partners 
i.e., USA, Canada and Mexico, US is 
the largest, accounting for about 70 
per cent of their combined foreign 
trade. But among themselves, 
Canada and Mexico were the two 
largest trading partners of USA 
before the agreement was signed. 

Mexico, a third world country, is 
likely to benefit most from the agree¬ 
ment. Brain-child of President 
Salinas of Mexico, NAFTA is aimed at 
increasing the inflow of foreign capi¬ 
tal into Mexico, manifold. Open ac¬ 
cess to huge markets in USA and 
Canada would certainly help the 
liberalisation programme in Mexico, 
and may, in turn, transform the 
economy of this country into a 
dynamic one. On the other hand, for 
Canada, the only gain may be its as¬ 
sured access to the giant US market. 
The Free Trade Area (FTA) agreement 
signed between USA and Canada in 
1988 was a document with much nar¬ 
row scope as compared to NAFTA. 
As against FTA, NAFTA will ensure 
additional market of Mexico to 
Canada. Major gain to USA will be in 
the form of access to more markets, 
more investment (importunities to its 


companies to expand and diversify, 
availability of cheap labour from 
Mexico, better drug enforconent and 
effective control of illegal immigra¬ 
tion. 

The interests of India, however, 
will not be served positively by the 
formation of NAFTA. After the col¬ 
lapse of former Soviet Union, USA 
has undisputedly emerged as the 
largest tracling partner of India. For¬ 
mation of NAFTA would mean that 
exports from India to the US would 
now face stiff competition from 
Mexico, particularly m tire areas of 
textiles, readymade garments and en¬ 
gineering gocxls. Similarly, the infant 
electronic industry of India may not 
be able to withstand the tough com¬ 
petition likely to be offered by 
Mexico, which has recently opened 
up its economy for electronic multi¬ 
nationals with the state-of-the-art 
technologies from countries like 
Japan, Korea and Taiwan. In the field 
of attracting foreign capital also, 
India is likely to face tough competi¬ 
tion from Mexico. 

Weakening signals of the 
Uruguay Negotiations are likely to 
induce more and more countries to 
go in for regional trading blocks. 
Under such a situation the countries 
trying to go alone may be the losers. 
Such countries are likely to be badly 
sandwitched between the aggressive 
policies of several regions blocks. 
Notwithstanding the recent forma¬ 
tion of SAPTA, by the SAARC 
countries, India's interests do not ap*- 
pear to be duly safeguarded by it, as 
SAARC countries have a neglig&le 
share in the world trade. Limited 
scope of SAPTA may be another 
handicap. These factors may force the 
planners in India to re-think about 
the possibility of joining another 
trading block or to lead the formation 
of a new trading block in which 
India's interests are safeguarded. 
After all, national interest have to be 


given priority over all other con¬ 
siderations, particularly in the; 
present era of tough competition and, 
selfish trading goals. NAFTA' 
countries have dready taken the ini-; 
itiative to their common well bdng. 
India will have to act fast on these 
lines as the-time is running out fast. 

Decontrol Dilemma 

Q. Last year the Government 
decontrolled the Potassic and Phos* ' 
phatic fertilizers. Do you think that 
it is a good decision? Give reasons. 

Ans. The decision of the Govern¬ 
ment to decontrol the potassic and ' 
phosphatic fertilizers, popularly ■ 
known as NPK, has been a matter m 
controversy. This decision, taken In 
consonance with the policy of 
liberalisation, was strongly con¬ 
demned and assailed by the fertilizer 
industry as well as by the farming 
community. Fertilizer industry could. 
foresee the red signal ahead due to 
increased prices and reduced con¬ 
sumption, whereas the farmers 
criticised it describing the step as 
anti-poor and anti-farmers. 

The supporters of decontrol 
opine that the fertilizer subsidy 
coughs up a sizable sum of money 
every year. In true spirit of liberalisa¬ 
tion they advocate a move towards 
free market economy in fertilizer in*', 
dustry in near future. Moreover, it is 
argued that the agriculture sector 
cannot be allowed to be dependent ; 
on Government subsidies for ever ■; 
and It was high time it was thrown 
open to healthy competition. During " 
the year 1992-93 total estimated ex- ^ 
penditure on fertilizer subsidy was - 
Rs 5800 crore as against the target of ^ 
Rs 5000 crore. In fact, this figure fnay r 
turn out to be Rs 6500 crore. During.' 
the current financial year, the 
Government is under irrunen.se pres- ;' 
sure from the IMF to keep the fer¬ 
tilizer subsidy at Rs 350u crore, a / 
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proposal agriculture ministry is op¬ 
posing tixith and nail. 

Despite earning the wrath and 
anger or the farmers, observation of 
trends during the past one year of 
decontrol reveals that this measure 
has not been able to achieve anything 
substantial. For the first time during 
1992-93 the off-take of fertilizers 
dropped as compared to the previous 
year. More particularly the total con¬ 
sumption of potassic and phosphatic 
fertilizers came down. Whereas there 
was a marginal increase in the con¬ 
sumption of N, the consumption of 
P 2 O 5 came down by 17 per cent to 2.7 
million tonnes and that of KjO by 35 
per cent to a mere 0.9 million tonnes. 


Even the savings on account of 
subsidy may not be substantial and 
the decontrol decision may not help 
• to peg the fertilizer subsidy to the 
' level of Rs 3500 crore during the cur¬ 
rent financial year. Urea constitutes 
; about 84% of the total fertilizer 
produced in India and usurps major 
f share out of the fertilizer subsidy. As 
•' a result, decontrol of NPK fertilizers 
is highly unlikely to keep the subsidy 
[;■ at the level of Rs 3500 crore during 
the airrent financial year. 


Use of chemical fertilizers in 
India is also marked with several im- 
; balances. Its use is confined to very 
few food and non-food crops. It is 
mostly used in producing rice, 
wheat, cotton, sugarcane, groundnut, 
tobacco chillies etc. Geographically 
I also, the Northern Region consumes 
over 35% of the total fertilizers in the 
V country but its use in Eastern Region 
is very less at about 13 per cent. Five 
' States of Punjab, Haryana, U.P., 
Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu ac¬ 
count for over 50 per cent of country's 
total fertilizer consumption and just 
100 districts in the country consume 
over 70 per cent of country's total 
production. These geographical im- 
>' ba lances also point to the fact that the 
> consumption of fertilizers is more in 
\ the States having better irrigation 
facilities and having larger share in 
I' the total agricultural production of 
the country. The decon trol, which has 
^ resulted in the increased prices of the 
' fertilizers, may adversely affect the 
productivity of the agriculture sector 
as a whole, if the use of fertilizers 
continue to be suppressed. 


It would be better if such 
decisions, which have far-reaching 
impact on the overall economic per¬ 
formance of the country, are not taken 
as revenue generating exercise or on 
the advice of the IMF or the World 
Bank. Pros and cons of the decontrol 
of fertilizers should have been 
properly assessed before finally 
adopting the measure. Ages old 
poli^ of providing several subsidies 
to the agriculture sector in the 
country cannot abruptly be changed 
and replaced by the policy of de-con¬ 
trols. A detailed study of me problem 
must be made first. A phased 
programme of decontrol of the 
economy, in general, and the agricul¬ 
tural sector, in particular, would go a 
long way in smooth transformation 
of controlled economy into a free 
market economy. 


Expenditure Curbs and 
Deficit 


Q. The excessive non-plan ex¬ 
penditure has caused concern 
among the policy makers during the 
recent past. Discuss its nature and 
steps being taken by the Govern¬ 
ment to curb it. 

Ans. Increased non-plan expen¬ 
diture, over long duration, may cause 
serious concern to any Government. 
During the recent past, the non-plan 
expenditure in India appears to nave 
crossed the safe limits. Excessive ex¬ 
penditure on account of interest 
repayment, budget deficit and ad¬ 
ministrative expenditure alone ac¬ 
counted for over two-third of total 
non-plan outlay. As a result, the fiscal 
deficit soared beyond safe limits, 
generating inflationary pressures on 
tne economy. During the Sixth Five 
Year Plan average fiscal deficit was 
6.3 per cent of the GDP which in¬ 
creased alarmingly to 8.2 per cent 
during the Seventh Plan. During 
1990-91, the fiscal deBcit touched die 
level of 8.4 per cent of GDP. High 
deficit coupled with some external 
factors proved highly detrimental to 
the economy and the rate of inflation 
touched the level of 17 per cent. 

Under covert pressure from the 
World Bank and the IMF, the budget 
of July 1991-92 signalled to a trend 
towards reduction of fiscal deficit. 


when it was brought down to 6.2 per 
cent The trend continued during die 
year 1992-93 also when the nscal 
deficit was brought down to 5% of 
the GDP. Accordmgly the price level 
also came down and the rate of ini^- 
don was less than targeted 8 per cent 
at the end of the year 1992-93. Tlie 
percentage of fiscal deficit is likely to 
be brouwt down further durii^ the 
current financial year. This dimcult 
task has been achieved by reducing 
the non-plan expendititfe on die one 
hand and by achieving the higher 
level of tax compliance on the omer. 

In addition, some awareness 
among the Government departments 
appears to have helped towards con- . 
trol of expenditure. A system of 
mondily budgeting basis on monthly 
phasing of budgeted receipts and ex¬ 
penditure of Ministries/departments 
was introduced by the Union 
Government recently. Budgetary 
provisions are now apportioned in 
monthly allotments and the mini- 
stries/oepartments are required to 
report significant variations from the 
targets aiongwith reasons and 
remedial measures. The effectiveness 
of this system, however, will be 
properly judged over a period of 
time. Apart from the expenditure 
control measures, non-tax receipts 
have increased significantly due to 
measures like decontrol, increased 
administered prices, disinvestment 
from PSU share, etc. But some of the 
measures of non-tax revenue are 
short term and may not be self-sus¬ 
taining in the long-run. Such 
decisions can be more elective as 
deliberate policy measures rather 
than mere revenue generating exer¬ 
cise. 

The year 1992-93 has shown sig¬ 
nificant change in this direction. By 
keeping up the pace of tiie previous 
year, the budget estimates for the cur¬ 
rent financial year have gone one step 
ahead. During this year, not only the 
fiscal deficit is proposed to be 
reduced further^ the central plan out¬ 
lay is also planned to be enhanced 
significantly. But a lot still needs to be 
done in this regard. More effective 
ways to reduce the administrative ex¬ 
penditure, more innovative and self- 
sustaining wafs to ensure the 
additional resource mobilisation and 
better fiscal management holds the 
key to success in tilts regard. 
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PERSONAUTY DEVELOPMENT 


Art of Opening Closed Minds 


! 

('V' 


m 


O NE of the greatest secrets of suc¬ 
cess, and failure, lies in your 
ability or inability to open a closed 
mind. A closed mind is your secret 
and silent adversary. While you can 
beware of and fight an open adver¬ 
sary, you can do little against a silent 
and secret one. 

You have to equip yourself emo¬ 
tionally as well as intellectually to 
overcome him. Thereby you remove 
a major obstacle to the development 
of your personality, and to the attain¬ 
ment of success in social, business or 
professional spheres. 

Talk to any insurance agent and 
he will narrate countless encounters 
he had with people with minds as 
closed as a casket at the bottom of the 
sea. He approached his prospect 
many times, only to be rebuffed widi 
greater vehemence. But he did not 
^ve up. In the end, the person who 
had a strong prejudice against in¬ 
surance was successfully insured to 
the satisfaction of both. 

What do you call it? Persistmce. 
Yes. But wait. That was not the only 
; quality that yielded results. There 
was something else too. Facts. The 
iirsurance agent goes to his prospect 
with facts at his finger tips. He un¬ 
folds them in a manner which makes 
them look more attractive to the 
prospect. He might play upon his 
client's sentiment, but by and large 
he succeeds because he has done his 
home-work adequately, marshalled 
his facts fully and learnt the art of 
presenting them in a scientific way. 

The importance of facts can be 
' seen in your written work too, 

' tfrough this is not to minimize their 
importance in conversation and in¬ 
terviews. One candidate writing on 
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family planning points out that the 
number of primary health centres in 
the country is woefully short. Noth¬ 
ing wrong with it. But another writes 
that at present there are 5,670 centres, 
and the number is inadequate. It 
makes a lot of difference. 

While being interviewed, many 
otherwise brilliant candidates fail to 
make the necessary impression be¬ 
cause they fumble with facts. Their 
statements contain vague pointers 
like: 'The war broke out about twen¬ 
ty years back." Compare this with: 
"The war with Pakistan broke out in 
1971." 


In most of our everyday 
relations, we cannot force 
others to do our desires—even 
if we are right and they wrong. 

We must persuade them. And 
you haven't a ghost of a chance 
to persuade a closed mind. You 
must first open it. 

"Successful Human Relations" 

by William /. Reilly 


But this is only one side of the 
picture. There can be situations when 
mere reeling out of facts and figures 
will cut no ice. In your day-to-day 
social relationship, you may score a 
point in conversation but it will be a 
serious mistake to try to open a 
closed mind with a barrage of facts. 

You may have come across many 
people who think that to open a 
clos^ mind is to impress upon him 
that they are right. They keep pound¬ 
ing the other person widi facts until 
he yields. Such people seldom suc¬ 


ceed. For, no matter hoW right you 
are, with facts, it is agreement which 
opens a closed mind. Opposition 
closes it stUl faster. The more you fire 
your facts, the greater the opposition 
these meet. 

One simple explanation of this is 
that a great and deep desire of every 
human being is to prove that he is 
right. Any one who helps another to 
be right, opens his mind and wins 
him over. 

An egoist cannot help others to 
be right. This is the greatest handicap 
of his personality. Many young men 
and women have ruined their 
prospects because of their juvenile 
tendency to identify themselves with 
their ego. They fail to look at things 
from any angle except their own. Lit¬ 
tle wonder, they win a point but lose 
a friend. 

A reputed commercial house, 
with branches all over the world, im¬ 
parts a basic instruction to its fresh 
executives: Never try to win a cus¬ 
tomer; win a friend. The guidelines 
include one axiom: Never disagree 
with your customer. There is a deep 
psychological reason behind it: op¬ 
position breeds friction. 

Of course, it is not possible to 
classify all kinds of situations that 
might arise in daily life with regard to 
opening of closed minds. But for the 
sake of simplification the following 
can help: 

1. When you are right. 

2. When you are wrong. 

3. When both you and your ad¬ 
versary are partly right. 

When you aTe‘*right 

S ome youngsters in the university 
were heatedly discussing the 
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inerits and demerits of the finv/arna- 
lii’ tion of Emergency. Almost all of them 
I' denounced it. Only one person 
I supported it. lie would not listen 
■ to any argument advanced by the 
group. 

One of the group worked up his 
emotion and virtually shouted; "I 
- will make you see reason." You have 
a closed mind. It needs battering; Pre¬ 
dictably, the other one held faster to 
his guns and retorted: "You cannot 
force me to see reason." That was 

> enough. The cnnvincer changed his 
' tune and tone. He understood that 
I any more pressure would further 

! close his mind. 

1 

J He adopted a different techni¬ 
que, that of opening his mind by 
helping him to be right, ffe smiled 
* and said, "I realise how wrong I had 
I been in forcing you to accept my 
viewpoint. You are right. There is 
much to l>o said in favour of your 
\ viewpoint." 

To his surprise, his adversary's 
,! opposition suddenly melted away. 

> He too responded with a smile. I le 
; said, "Do not bother. All the while wo 
i are arguing, I had a feeling 1 was 

wrong." 

William j. Reilly in his book "Suc- 
cessful Human Relations" says, "In 
■ most of our everyday relations, we 
;• cannot force others to do our 
! desires—even if we are right and 
: they wrong. We must persuade them. 

And you haven't a ghost of a chance 
. to persuade a closed mind. You must 
first open it. 

When you arc wrong 
NCREDIBLE it may read but the 
fact is: the more wrong you are, 
the more difficult.it is for you to 
admit it. 

Rakesh told his friend to proxy 
for him in the class. The teacher 
noticed it but chose to ignore it till the 
end of the period. Later, he called the 
boy and asked him to admit his error. 
The boy did not. Instead he seemed to- 
pose as an injured innocent and 


niirfied a grudge against the teacher. 
Mahatma Ciandhi said, "We are most 
likely to develop grudges when we 
are dead wrong. It is difficult to admit 
our wrongs becau.se it requires more 
courage." 

A few days later, better sense 
prevailed and the student left a chit 
k)r the teacher. It read: "T did proxy. 
Sir, and I did another wrong by not 
admitting it. f am sorry for both 
wrongs." 

Tough words these. But these 
show there is only one way to .save 
ourselves from the slow, seething 
resentments that never come to a boil. 
And that is to admit our wrong. It 
opens clo.sed minds—our own and of 
others we are dealing with. 

A mature and developed per¬ 
sonality sheds the false and futile at¬ 
titude of trying to be infallible. Most 
of us .seem to be willing to admit our 
wrongs only if others do so first. But 
a well-rounded personality takes the 
initiative and stops trying to act as if 
he is always right. This makes it 
easier for him to get others admit 
their wrongs. Andre Mauroi.s, the 
famous hrench writer, said, "It is the 
wiser of the two (in an argument) 
who takes the first steps for recon¬ 
ciliation." 

When you are partly 
right 

T he wi.sdom contained in this 
.saying works wonderfially in the 
last situation. Your best chance to 
make any one admit he has made a 
mistake is to begin by making a refer¬ 
ence to your own fallibility. 

Lo(^k around and think for your¬ 
self. You km)W people with con¬ 
troversial, friction-ridden altitudes. 
Their thinking bri.stles with sharp an- 
gularitii>s. They cannot pull on well 
with others. They help others to be 
wrong. They are experts in the art of 
closing other minds. 

There are people with whom it is 
impossible to differ—even when you 
know you are right and they arc 


wrong. What's the magic of such per¬ 
sonalities? They have open minds. 
They are experts in opening closed 
minds which means winning friends 
and marching on to a successful and 
smooth life. 


The Art of Living 

1. Correct social behaviour is 
based on the prfnciple of 
thoughtfulness and considera¬ 
tion of others. "Do unto others 
as t/ou would have others do 
unto pan." 

2. So trump of us mint cverplhing 
for oursi'hvs and for our kith 
and kin. We should realize that 
other people have as much 
right to happiness and the 
good things of this mrrld as 
we. Let Us Irp to bear one 
another's burdens bp acts of 
helpfulness at the hour of need. 

.1. Fverp fierson has a dignitp and 
importance, regardless of his 
station in life. All of us are 
proud of what loc are doing. 
All men are equal in the epes of 
God 

4. Let us have a sense of gratitude. 

We siwuld give due praise and 
thanks to the people fitr what 
thep do for us. 

5. We must not be too ready to 
blame others Jbr we all make 
mistakes. 

6. We must trp to avoid aggres¬ 
sive, critical and bullping or 
scowling attitude in our rela¬ 
tions with our relatives, 
friends or subordinates. 

7. Let us cultivate the habit of > 

respecting the other person's | 
point of view and opinions of I 
others. I 

8. We haw to depend on each j 

other at every turn of our lives. \ 
So let us cooperate in all effi)rts j 
we arc making to achieve our | 
goals. \ 
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Advertising: Unpieasant 
Feature of Modem Life 


A dvertising is an art to create a 
conspicuous course of consumer- 
culture where there is none or very 
little already. Publicity is a propensity 
to procure power of pelf and 
patronage. Propaganda is the poten¬ 
tial weapon to be used in a war of 
wits, arms and attrition. In a highly- 
surcharged civilisation like the 
present one, when all the three forces 
happen to dominate the currenLs and 
crt>ss-currents of life, there is every 
likelihood of the one over-vvlielining 
the other and thus taking the masses 
for a ride, fn an acutely advertise¬ 
ment prone society that we live in, 
there is hardly anyone, however 
sharp and shrewd, who can remain 
unaffected by the glitter of visual.s, 
sounds and sights. There are mo¬ 
ments when one may find oneself 
less benefited and more out-witted 
by the all-entrapping world of decep¬ 
tion raised by advertisements. And 
this realisation of having been duped 
obliges us to infer, of course with a 
pinch of salt, that advertising is one 
of the most unpalatable features of 
modern life. 

There are two streams of adver¬ 
tising. One is the negative mode, 
which is quite popular in USA and 
has showii very encouraging results. 
In this mode it is emphasised that the 
product is safe from all negative 
aspects. For example in a car adver¬ 
tisement in USA a speeding .car was 
shown ramming into a truck. The 
damage was highlighted. In the end 
it was shown that the (xrcupants in¬ 
side were safe. 

In positive advertising the plus 
points of the product are highlighted, 
at limes the facts are even exag¬ 
gerated and presented in a twist^ 


form. In India most of the advertise¬ 
ments foll«)w this theory. Fairytale 
situations are shown to capture the 
minds of the consumers. The 
glamour of advertisements has be¬ 
come so colourful and captivating 
that even the most cautious fall a prey 
to dll types of consumer gwds. It is a 
different matter that the quality of the 
advertised articles may prove not as 
good as advertised. Quite often it is 
the w’omen and children who are 
taken in by the high-.sounding adver¬ 
tising. Whereas, both the manufac¬ 
turing and the advertising agency 
reap the fruit of their ingenuity, the 
poor consumer rues over the haste 
with w'hich he has become the victim 
of advertising. 

No doubt, advertising today is an 
immensely evolved tool which sells 
not imly goods but also ideas. Ex¬ 
perience has shown tha I i t is far easier 
to promote the consumption of a 
product than the assimilation of an 
idea. F-xcessive advertising on Radio, 
Television and print media so affexts 
our tastes and trends for goods and 
services and so much colours our in¬ 
clinations and interests in purely per¬ 
sonal matters that many a lime we 
fail to exercise our di.scretion and 
choice and fall for an advertised 
product. But later on when our ex¬ 
pectations and the manufacturer's 
assurances are belied and the redres- 
sal of genuine complaints proves a 
wild goose chase, then only we 
realise how fickle-minded we had 
been and how unpleasant is the after¬ 
taste. 

With hindsight we can say now 
that had the print media exercised 
reasonable restraint and avoided 
giving seresational spot-light to self- 


immolation attempts during the ^ 
Anti-Mandal agitation in 1990, manjt’ 
preciou.s lives would have beeti'^ 
saved. Psycho-analysts are of thlfi* 
firm opinion that an inadvertenf • 
magnification of such tragic events.' 
adds fuel to the fire and willy-nilly .. 
we become provocateurs. As such. 
publicity, though unintentional, o? 4 
the happenings of this nature brings.^ 
out the ugly face of publicity. There i^' J 
also no denying the fact that cheap/- 
but provocative advertising plays v; 
havoc with the tastes and tempera** 
ments of children who are in the most . 
delicate but impressionable of their 
lives. Besides polluting stage their in- - 
nocent minds, some of the advertisedf.i 
consumer articles play foul with theit'.ii 
health and happy growth. ' 

fn every profession there ati/:’’! 
negative aspects and positiv«;o 
aspects. That advertising is no good v 
for the scx’iety is not true. But for ad- 
vertisements we would have never ' 
known about so many gtx)d products ’, 
that are available to us. Mirny a times.; 
it has been seen that we came across 
better products than we were using. 
Advertising helps the manufacturer 
to sell his product in large quantities, 
thus enabling him to sell his product ;. 
at a much cheaper rate than if hi^ . 
sales were not in big volume. Social- . 
advertising is helping create aware-.s" 
ness about ill-effects of drugs, smok- '• 
ing, drinking, unsafe sex, etc. 

More awareness among con-,*.' 
sumers, spread of education and. ; 
strict enforcement of consumer ' 
protection laws can go a long way in, 
eradicating the unpleasant features ? 
of advertising. A collective effort of, 
all those who are concerned can go a ! 
long way in making advertisement a ' 
pleasant feature of the modern life. m-. 
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Argumentative Questions 
Social and Economic Problems 


P.M/s Tenure—Panacea for 
Ills? 

Q. "A fixed term of office for 
the Prime Minister will be a 
panacea for most of India's politi¬ 
cal ills." Give arguments For and 
Against this view. 

Ans. At present much of the time 
and energy of MFs and other 
politicians are spent in manoeuvres for 
capturing, or holding on to.pouvr. The 
opposition groups are working oivr- 
time in a bid to oust the ruling party, 
particularly the Prime Minister, from 
power and step in instead. So obsessive 
is the politicians'favourite pastime that 
their basic duty of discussing and solv¬ 
ing the nation's problems is continual¬ 
ly neglected. As a result, there is 
considerable disappointment and 
frustration among the masses who ex- 
pect their representathvs to solw their 
difficulties and promote their general 
welfare. If the Prime Minister's term of 
office is fixed, chances are that the ener¬ 
gies of the M.P.s would be diverted to 
constructive channels. The country 
and the jvople would then stand to 
gain in many ivays. But would that be 
a democratic method of running the 
govemmetit? 


Arguments For the view 

1. The Prime Minister's main 
concem’i'^ould be to implement 
tire party policies, serve the people, 
resolve their problems so as to 
enable them to lead a decent life 
and get all the basic amenities that 
they expect. But unfortunately his 
main occupation these days is to 
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ensure his survival in office. He and 
his partymen have to look over 
their shoulders constantly and 
remain on their guard against the 
hostile manoeuvres of the opposi¬ 
tion groups. If the Prime Minister's 
term is fixed, whether short or long 
is immaterial, everyone would 
know the position and not waste 
their time in toppling drives, back¬ 
biting and adopting cynical prac¬ 
tices. 

2. The country urgently needs 
reform of the political system so as 
to lend more stability to the office of 
the Prime Minister. As long as the 
Nehru dynasty was in office, this 
problem did not arise because one 
political party, the Indian National 
Congress, commanded a comfort¬ 
able majority and there was no 
question of ousting the Prime Min¬ 
ister. No alternative was sought. 
But since the emergence of the 
multi-party system and the forma¬ 
tion of minority governments, the 
succession issue is almost always 
before the M.P.s and there are 
several aspirants for the highest 
seat of power. Ambitious 
politicians are found constantly 
canvassing for support. In fact, 
petty power games have become 
the usual activity in the country's 
legislatures in Delhi and the State 
capitals. This implies waste of time 
and energy, and betrayal of the elec¬ 
torate who are neglected year after 
year. 

3. Stability of the Prime 


Minister's office can be assured on 
the lines of the fixed term of office 
of the US and French Presidents. It 
is not necessary to switch over to 
the Presidential form of govern¬ 
ment to achieve this aim; even 
under the existing parliamentary 
system this is possible through an 
inter-party understanding. 

4. If all the political parties 
know that the initially inducted 
Prime Minister will be firmly in of¬ 
fice for a definite term (one, two, 
three or even four years), they 
would be able to utilise their time, 
energy and financial resources for 
constructive purposes instead of 
indulging in the game of political 
defections, as they currently do. By 
common agreement, the Prime 
Minister once elected may be able 
to hold office until the dissolution 
of the legislature. The present un¬ 
certainty would then be eliminated. 

5. Only a secure Prime Mini¬ 
ster can take unpopular actions 
needed for the national good. He 
need not resort to populism, vacil¬ 
lation or delaying tactics. 

Arguments Against the view 

1. If the Prime Minister cannot 
be changed for quite some time 
even if he is incompetent, dishonest 
and unable to provide sound, effec¬ 
tive leadership, the ruling party, 
and also the country, would suffer 
much. In case of inefficiency, there 
would be moventents for violent 
change, and there might be tumult 
and disorder. Prolonged concentra- 



Hon of power leads to abuse 

2. The P.M. holds the key to the 
success of a deniocratic regime; if 
an incapable person occupies the 
chair for a long period, the ruling 
party's image would be tarnished 
and the party would not be able to 
win .the next elecHon because of the 
Government's poor perfonnance. 

3. The choice and change of 
the Prime Minister are vital mat¬ 
ters; if the enHre matter is left to the 
legislators, there would be much 
scope for dishonest practices, 
favouriHsm, and persistent misuse 
of power. The electorate would 
have no choice in this vital matter. 
The proposed practice would be 
basically undemocratic. 

Since elecHons are generally 
won in the name of the leader, he 
should not be removable at the 
whims and fancies of the top clique 


in the ruling party. 

4. Only a removable Prime 
Minister is fully responsible for his 
actions and therefore he does not 
take arbitrary decisicms. He does 
not act as an autocrat but funcHons 

‘ after full consultaHons with his par- 
tymen. Continuity of governmen¬ 
tal policy and stability in the 
administraHon are assured when 
the Prime Minister holds office for 
a reasonable time. He is likely to 
display independence of judge¬ 
ment and act without being unduly 
pressurised by selfish commerci^ 
groups and influential persons. 

5. Under the existing system, 
the demagogue often dominates 
the show, not talented persons or 
good performers. If performance is 
the test of stay in office, it would be 
beneficial to everyone. This has 
been the experience of democratic 


countries all over the world. 1. 

UN Force for World Peace , | 

Q. The UN must have an j 
armed force always at its disposal ' 
if it is to maintain peace in worid's. ^ j 
main trouble spots and elsewhei^ 4 i 
Give arguments For and Agaiml T; I 
this view. 

►1 I B 

Ans. During the four decades 
its existence the UN has passed nesxiy \ | 
SOO resolutions aimed at settling dfs- - ^ 
putes, maintaining peace in vatiom •? ? 
continents and for promoting human 
welfare, but most of them have not 
served the aim in view because th^ > 
were paper exercises and merely in¬ 
flated the loorld body's offlce recordSi 
The new Secretary-General, Dr 
Boutros Ghali, has made an earnest ef¬ 
fort to give teeth to UN resolutions. In 
this connection he has suggested the 
formation of a flexible and credible per¬ 
manent force that would be kept at Ms 
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disposal. The force would be despatched 
speedily to any centre where there is 
strife or that is threatened with a war 
on some unresolved territorial or other 
dispute. While there is much to he said 
for making the UN stronj^er and more 
(ffetive, the difficulties in constituting 
such an intenwtional force and main¬ 
taining it for a long lime have to be 
borne in mind. 

Arguments For the view 

1. The experiment of forming 
peace-keeping forces after trouble 
erupts at any of the world's sore 
spots has almost a] ways proved un¬ 
successful and ineffective. Ad hoc 
operations inevitably involve delay 
and lead to loss of valuable time 
during which there is much blood¬ 
shed and intensifying of passions 
and animosity on both sides. 

2. Since a major peace-kieeping 
operation urevitably involved the 
USA and was affected by the Cold 
War or its sequel, military action 
led sooner or later to diplomatic in¬ 
tervention in the internal affairs of 
the country directly affected by 
recurring strife. Such intervention 
created complications and cau.scd 
considerable resentment. The result 
was failure of the entire effort. 

3. As the UN Secretary- 
General has repeatedly pointed 
out, if the UN is to be an important 
force for peace in the post-Cold War 
years, the member-States must be 
more willing to provide money and 
armed personnel to enable the 
world body to undertake impor¬ 
tant new roles in pursuance of 
peace. A new force is necessary for 
this purpose. 

4. One of the most ambitious 
peace-keeping projects (biggest in 
UN history) has been undertaken 
in Cambodia where, in accordance 
with a Security Council resolution, 
a large international team was sta¬ 


tioned to supervise the conduct of 
elections in May-June 1993, to 
facilitate the establishment of a 
democratic government. The first 
major post-Cold War multinational 
intervention was made in the Gulf- 
region—the US-led Euro-Arabian 
coalition against Mr Saddam Hus¬ 
sein, Iraqi President. As for the ob¬ 
jection that such intervention 
meant gross violation of the con¬ 
cerned Stale's national sovereignty, 
the convincing an.swer is that inter¬ 
national armed intervention is tlie 
only way to bring round a "rogue 
State". Such a State's sovereignty 
can be trampled upon in the inter¬ 
est of world peace and, in par¬ 
ticular, to save the people of that 
region from endless misery and 
ma.s.sive destruction. 

5. Suggestion that there must 
be a stand-by rapid deployment 
force is quite rea.sonable. According 
to the plan, UN members would 
place at the Chief's disposal troop 
units, jeeps and other means of 
transport that could be used within 
hours, or at the most a few days, 
instead of the months it now takes 
to organise a major peace-keeping 
operation. This would ensure 
prompt and timely action in emer¬ 
gencies. The chances of success 
would then be greatly enhanced. 

Arguments Against the view 

1. The end of the Cold War and 
the strong push towards unifica¬ 
tion of Europe, together with the 
collapse of the Soviet Union, cer¬ 
tainly raised hopes of early world 
peace, but the break-out of W'ar in 
former Yugoslavia and two other 
places belied such hopes despite 
the efforts of the UN Security 
Council to promote settlement. 
Ironically, many peace-keepers 
(notably in Somalia) themselves be¬ 
came killers. Their experience was 
rather sad and discouraging. 


2. While the US President and 
! some other leaders brushed aside 

the issue of national sovereignty, 
the fact remams that many nations 
are very touchy about it and are 
afraid of foreign intervention in 
their internal affairs. 

3. India has opposed, on solid 
grounds, the programme for 
preventive deployment of UN 
peace-keeping forces dflring an in¬ 
ternal cri.sis in a member-State and 
has urged caution when only one 
nation to an inter-State dispute asks 
for stationing such a force on its 
territory. A request by one State for 
preventive deployment must not 
be allowed to become a cover for 
terrorist activity. It needs to be 
noted that the world has in recent 
years witnes.sed an increase in 
State-sponsored terrorism which 
constitutes a now threat tc^ interna¬ 
tional peace. 

4. The most important objec¬ 
tion against the proposal is finan¬ 
cial. How many States today can 
afford to bear their share of the 
substantial expemes involved in 
forming an international force, 
say of 10,000 armed personnel? 
Perhaps only the USA can pay the 
amount. Proof of this problem has 
been provided by the exercise of 
the veto in the Security Council on 
May 11, 199.3, by Russia for the 
first lime in post-Cold War period. 
The veto blocked a minor British 
resolution aimed at restricting the 
financing of the UN peace-keep¬ 
ing operation in Cyprus. Russia 
is in serious economic difficul¬ 
ties;'even a contribution of 2 mil¬ 
lion dollars which Britain sought 
from Russia was described as too 
much for it to bear. The 
economic plight of many third 
world countries is equally bad. 
They just cannot afford the ex¬ 
penditure. Why launch vain im¬ 
practicable project? 
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ACROSS 

1. One of the founders of the home-rule movement 
(5). 

4. Russian peasant (5). 

7. TWenty-first Greek letter (3). 

8. Pakistani fast bowler (5). 

9. Uny crustaceans eaten by whales (5). 

12. Country whose capital is Muscat (4). 

13. Abbreviation of Los Angeles (1,1)- 

14. Roman Sim (3). 

17. Abbreviation of the organisation founded in 1948 
to arouse the interest of youth in the armed forces 
(144). 

19. Short-form for indicating time before noon (14). 

20. Abbreviation in music for soprano, alto, tenor, bass 

(144/1). 

22. French dty, on the banks of the Seine (5). 

24. Down—_^Australia (5). 

25. Abbreviation of money that banks are required to 
deposit with the RBI in cash (1,1,1). 

26. _^reefs—reefs in oceans formed by small 

marine animals (5). 

27. First name of fust president of modem llirkey, 
regarded as father of modem Hirkey (5). 


DOWN 

1. Hurricane in East Asia (7). 

2. First dog to go in space (5). 

3. Goddess worshipped chiefly in Bengal (4). 

4. Bear-Uke Australian marsupial (5). 

5. Joe_—'Brown Bomber', heavyweight 

boxing champion of the world 1937-49 (5). 

6. Abbreviation of intelligence agency of erstwhi^; 
USSR (1,1,1). 

10. Abbreviation of one of the two nucleic acids foundi 
in living cells (1,1,1). 

11. A humpless relative of the camel, found in Soudti 
America (5). 

15. Political party in Britain (7). ^ 

16, TWenty-third Greek letter, used to denote para-; 
psydtological faculties (3). 

18, Fermented drink made from apple-juice. I 

19. The Christian Easter festival usually falls in Ifaii 
month (5). 

21. India's tea-State (5). ,. / 

23. Elephant in chess (4). ,; 

24. Abbreviation of organisation which presen^i 
'country-wide class-room' programme on TV" 
(U4). 

(Answers to G.K. Crossword No. 7 will appear in \ 
Septendter '93 issue) 
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Descriptive Questions 


Hazards of high-rising 
buildings 

Q. "Some people feel that there 
ahould not be any high-rise build- 
; ing beyond four floors/storeys." Ex- 
, press your views on this statement 
' by giving instances/examples from 
your own experience, reading or 
knowledge. 

ft. 

; Ans. Clusters of high-rise build- 
‘ -standing against the sky-line of 
!■ a'mbtropolis or a fast-growing town, 

\ isa reality of modem life that evokes 

• mixed feelings of affront as well as 
. approval. To the sensitive mind, the 

high-rising buildings beyond four 
. storeys or so, interfere with sen- 
; silulities and nature but to the prag- 
. matist or 'the seeker of golden pot' 
the situation offers an amalgam of 
„ stimulus and succes.s syndrome. 

Psychologists believe that ram- 
. pant juvenile delinquency in modern 
i society is due to the lack in form in 
modern buildings, which are more or 
less a jungle of concrete, glass and 
, iron, designed and developed into 
^ flats/boxes to meet the ever-expand- 
'! kig demand for more and more living 
, units. Old buildings, with their 
varied forms and reasonable height, 
created fantasies, a much-needed re¬ 
quirement for men and women of all 
age-groups. No such possibilities are 
provided by the modem skyscrapers. 

' The youth, finding no such fantasies 
' in and around their lives, turn to 
. Clime to seek adventure. Many a lime 
t the crime-world so sucks them that 
•'•the return-journey to the social fold 
: becomes a near nightmare. 

Perhaps those who feel that con- 
. struction of buildings beyond four 
storeys or so should be discouraged, 
have the interests of children, senior 
' '■ citizens or even the ever-busy house- j 

• Wives before them. Ordinarily multi- ! 

AUGUST'93 COMPETITION MASTER 


Storeyed buildings are provided witti 
lift facilities. But the problem arises 
only when there is a sudden power- 
failure, load-.shedding, etc and the 
aged, especially the hcart-patiente, 
are forced to climb up the stairs at a 
tremendous risk and strain to their 
hearts. Even small children and 
women are put to a lot of incon¬ 
venience when they are made to 
reach their 'flats' by using the stairs, 
which may have any number of 
steps, depending upon the height of 
the building and the storey that they 
have to make for. 

High-rise buildings near an Air- 
Force station can pose a serious threat 
to the safe flight of air-force planes on 
their routine flights. Similarly very 
tall buildings in the seismic zones can 
become the grave of the living, when¬ 
ever a calamity like an earthquake 
hits the building, rendering both 
rescue and escape operations al¬ 
most impossible. In case of an ac¬ 
cidental fire too, the fate of those 
occupying flats in skyscrapers is 
none too happy. 

All said and done, one cannot 
help agreeing with the other view 
also that with the fast shrinking of 
space in urban areas, the need to go in 
for high-rise buildings has become ap 
ine.scapable necessity. 

Incentives to Primary 
School Teachers (Rural) 

Q. Teachers of Primary Schools 
in Rural Areas should be paid 
higher than the teachers of primary 
schools in urban areas. Give two ar¬ 
guments in favour and two argu¬ 
ments against this proposition. 

Arguments for the proposition 

1. The National Institute of Rural 
Development has made a startling 
disclosure that the much publicised 
'Operation Blackboard' scheme does 


not seem to have had any impact on 
the enrolment, attendance and 
dropout rate of students, at the 
primary school level in the rural 
areas. If we really mean business, we 
shall have to fall in line with those 
who advocate the principle of higher 
salaries or incentives to those 
primary school teachers, who are 
willing to serve in rural India for a 
specific period of time. Since 'money 
makes the mare go' there seems no 
better and stronger motivation to 
goad the reluctant teachers to go to 
villages than the^offer of extra money 
to them over their counter-parts in 
urban areas. In order to make them 
stick to their places of posting in the 
village, the Primary School Teachers 
should also be given some other 
perks, like houses, medical facilities 
and subsidised consumer goods. 

2. We should live under no il¬ 
lusion that incentives, however lofty 
and laudable they may be, will work 
to persuade even the most committed 
to spend the best part of their life in 
serving as Primary School Teachers 
in rural areas when they have their 
own families and their well-being 
before them. Moreover, when the 
socio-economic milieu there is highly 
depressing and degrading, it is the 
glitter of more money that may do the 
trick. In the absence of some tangible 
gains, not many would come forward 
to offer themselves as the 'sacrificial 
goat' at the altar of the noble jirofes- 
sion of teaching and that too in the 
Indian villages. 

Arguments against the 
proposition 

1 . The very idea of paying mote 
money to Primary Si&iool Teachers bi 
rural areas is highly discriminatory 
and detrimental to the concept of 
'equal work, equal pay', in case the 


principle of 'more money' to one 
category of employees is accepted, 
members of other services will not 
lag behind in making similar 
demands. V\nth the sorry state of 
work culture, as it is, even the pay¬ 
ment of extra money may fail to 
achieve the desired results. 

2. If the saying 'money makes the 
mare go' is true in certain circumstan¬ 
ces, it is equally valid to say that 'one 
can take the horse to a well but can¬ 
not force it to drink water'. The very 
assumption that extra money to 
Primary School Teachers, in rural 
areas, would work wonders is both 
misplaced and misconceived. Only a 
sense of commitment and inclination 
can act as a strong and lasting 
motivation, rather tl^n the doling 
out of mwiey. The earlier we under¬ 
stand this, tne better for the com¬ 
munity as well as for the teaching 
profession. 

Destruction of writing pens 

Q. "Suppose all types of writing 
pens are destroyed overnight" Give 
three possible consequences if such 
a situation arises. 

Ans. God forbid, if all the writing 
pens get distroyed overnight, the 
consequences in their most fearful 
forms shall manifest diemselves. The 
apple-cart of the world order, so as¬ 
siduously built over die centuries, 
will turn upside down with 'might 
becoming right' and 'sword becom¬ 
ing mightier than pen'. As soon as the 
writing pens disappear from the sur¬ 
face of the earth, the dark forces of 
illiteracy, ignorance, superstitions 
and bigotry would ru^ out of the 
wings of the world-stage to occupy 
the coveted centre-stage oi wprld af¬ 
fairs. Poor thinkers and writm will 
find it almost impossil>le to ^^t the 
deepening shadows of blind faith 
and fanaticism, irrationality and bad 
blood in human relations. Besides, 
the dark forces of fundamentalism, 
narco-terrorism, machinations and 
manipulations of the Machiavellian 
would become all-powerful to 
pioison die lives of innoi,tnt mil¬ 


lions ail over the globe. 

2. The twin objectives of 'teach¬ 
ing and learning' will suffer m insui> 
mountable hand^p if there is no 
writing pen left available in the 
market. ^di teachers and students 
would look blank for want of pens, 
the only medium to express oneself 
in black and white as also to exhfoit 
one's knowledge and oiigiiudity in 
all walks of human quest and eccel- 
lence. Work in offices, bodi public 
and private, will be thrown out of 
gear and all activities, commercial as 
well as literary, would be adversely 
affected as a result of all writing pens 
vanishing suddenly and shocld^y. 
Minutes of meetings, debates and 
discussions, documentation of 
decisions and other day-to-day deal¬ 
ings that need to be recorded on 
paper for future reference or confir¬ 
mation will become a thing of the 
past. 

3. Creative writers such as poets, 
novelists, critics et al will find them¬ 
selves at their wits' end when their 
pent-up emotions become restive for 
expression. The world would become 
poorer if new literature fails to come 
into being simply because die crea¬ 
tive artists have no pens worth the 
name to improvise or pen down the 
spontaneous outpourings of their 
heart, mind and spirit. In such a sor¬ 
did situation, die world shall become 
a painful place to live in despite the 
availability of computers, video¬ 
gadgets, type-writers, etc, in plenty, 
but no writing pens at all. 

Family Planning Measures 
in Rural Areas 

Q. Suggest three effective 
measures to implement Family 
Hanning Scheme mote efifectivel^ 
in Rural axeife, Explain how die 
measures st^gested by you would 
beefifcetivc. 

1. Population growth rate 
figures, as borne out by dye World 
Bank's 'Social Indicators of 
Development' report, show that 
family planning initiatives hi India 
may have been more succeed in the 


cities dian in die rural areas. Thehi^l^ i. 
dmate rdatiottrfdp between pop*^; 
tion growdi and underslevcioptiy|!^|' 
is vi^ie in the over^aU iOits 
of 5U,pc^'e^t. Chte trf ^ 

measures to reverse this feaidn|^iii[||||^y ‘ 
wouldbetofovestinhuiruuiie80||i|^te|' 
developmmit particularly edaoi|^|i^| 
health and poj^Utimi cdntfolt 
the rural masses, i^^ the 
against over-population is feieii 
fight against Uliteracy, poifetty^ 
hirelth, infatit mortality, uneta| ' 
ment, environmental degraj^^l 
and a host of so many odier, adji 
ills. , 

2. For die successful in^lemen^l ^ 

tion of fiimily planning progrqntmij^^ ^ 
among die rural popukdint, : 

factors like the status and ecomsj^d^l ; 
independence of women, age'of ^ 

riage and its strict enforceme^i^r^ 
political will and admlnistratiyea«^.^ ' 
port, assume special significance ' 
What is required is public awaren“““''' 
and the total involvement of 
people, voluntary bodies and 
media. In order to driU the messs^^l 
'planned family' to the poorest of tl^i^ 
poor, all types of publicity 
electronic as well as print, l^olh l^ 
tists and singers, skits and siioi^, 
plays In local language, can gd'lk:^ 
long way to motivate the 
masses to fall in line with the hfjy 
tional endeavour of a 
family norm'. 

3. The move to debar electi^^ 

members of Parliament and Sfe{||i||| 
legislatures firom contesting electinfl|^p 
in future, if diey have more than i 
children, is a right step in the 
direction. But fob measure wc 
prove only a half-step if all' 
elected members of 
pandiayats and ^a Parishads utld^t 
the new Pknehayati Raj Bill ate : * 

included in the ptqposed Bill coV^| 
ing dw MJP.S and M.L.A.S. 
majority of our elected 
sentatives come from die 

side, it is high time dial they are taaf 

to set an example by going iii 
small but planned funilies. ; 
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GENERAL INTELLIGENCE 


TEST OF REASONING 


This paper ivas se.t for Assistant Grade Examination held 
on 2.5.1993 to test the Reasoning Ability of candidates. 

Directions: In questions 1 to 8, select the one 
which is different from the rest. 

1. (A) rain (B) mist 

(C) smoke (D) fog 

2. (A) 248 (B) 326 

(C) 414 (D) 392 


mT 


Directions: In questions 11 and 12, which one alter¬ 
native figure completes the figure matrix? 


Ej y |E3 u 


-.j_ 






Directions: In questions 9 and 10, complete the 
missing portion of the given pattern selecting from the 
alternatives given. 
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19. 8; 13; 10; 15; 12; 17; 14; ? 

(A) 19 (B) 20 (C) 22 (D) 16 

20. GKO;RVZ;TXB;? 

(A) MQU (B) MUV 

<C) UZM (D) MYQ 





(A) 1 (B) 3 (C) 4 (D) 5 

27. Select the correct alternative to complete the se- 
fjuence: 

- - aab - a - a " ba 

(A) bbaba (B) bbabb 

90 AUGUSTS COMPETITION MASTER 


J <Q ababa (D) baaaa 

i&. Select from the answer figures the one that is the 
completed pattern of the gtvoi figure. 



Ml 





22. 87; 90; 84; 88; 81;?;? 

(A) 85; 93 (B) 86; 98 

(C) 86; 78 (D) 86; 68 

23. APGL;CQIM;ERKN;? 

(A) FOLS (B) FSOK 

(C) FSLM (D) FRLN 

24. 1; 2; 5; 12; 27; 58;? 

(A) 121 (B) 136 (C) 135 

(D) 174 

25. Read the figure and find out the region repre¬ 
senting persons who are educated and employed but not 
confirmed. 


eduMled 


nnploYed 

confirmed in juli 

(A) a.b.c. (B) a.c. (C) b.d. 

(D) a.d.c. 

^ .' 

26. TWo positions of a block are shown here. When '2' 
is at the bottom what number will be at the top? 


Vi/i 

rdpft 


Arrange the following words in a meaningful 


(1) sing (2) think 
(4) compose — 

(A) 31425 
(C) 45132 

What is the base of the following 


(3) appreciation 
(5) money 
m 42315 
24135 

ey figures. Give 


your answer on the basis of alternatives given against 
each key figure: 

** KeySgurc -» \ Z' 



}o ' 

fc. □ ^ 

f Keyflsure 




CD > 

[V-CTA 

' I* 

32 




Key figure 


<30d 

c 

.sr 


'o A^ 
- D 


|o A 
AAP 

iX □ 


□ 

Si 

o 


[o QV 


•e- 

CO 


□ 

A: 




I ^ 

□ X 0 











altnmative is analogous to flic BiOt two? 
/^3. genuine: authentic: : mirage: ? 

(A) illusion (B) image 

. (C) hideout (D) reflection 

detective: information: : reporter; ? 

,, (A) source (B) editorial 

y (C) news (D) essay 

■^35. forecast; future: : regret; ? 

■^A) atone (B) present (C) p 

/ (D) sin 

thimder: rain: : night: ? 

(A) day (B) evening 

/ (C) dusk (ci^ark 

"jp. deep: shallow: : freedom: ? 

(A) democracy (B) convict 

prison (D) disciplii 

3^ suggest: demand: : take; ? 

(A) give (B) gift 

(C) receive 

(D) grab 

7 . reading : knowledge : : work : ? 

(A) experience 

(B) experiment 

(C) employment 

(D) engagement 


(C) past 


(B) evening 
(DJ/tiark 

(B) convict 
(D) discipline 


CURRENT AFFAIRS AND 
BACKGROUNDERS 

Comprehensive Notes on Current Affairs 
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Exhaustive Backgrounders 

1993 Edition fuiiy revised and updated 

^Frestyious TiSBcatim cf: 

KHANNA BROTHERS (PUBUSHERS) PVT LTD 
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43. XWV rUTS: : LKJ : ? 

(A) IHG (B) XYZ 

(C) PQR (D) KLM 

44. DGPGJ:MPQPS; ;KNENQ:? 

(A) RUFUX (B) RFUFX 

{C) RXUXF (D) RFUFZ 

M N/Z Z 

A 8/ C D 

46. COW: AMU: : DOG : ? 

(A) BME (B) XZB (C) RST (D) MNO 




Which of the answer figures are exactly the mirror 
image of the given figures when the mirror is held at 



c o 
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1. (C) All the others are natural phenomenon. 

2. (C) It is the only figure that is divisible by 3 

3. (D) It is the only figure with identical pattern on all 

the four sides. 

4. (D) 'U & V' and 'W & X' should interchange places. 

5. (C) Digits in other numbers add up to 17. 

6 . (C) All the others are obtained from trees. 

7. (C) The usual gap is missing. 

8 . (C) All the others are young ones of different species. 

9. (C) The pattern on the other side ought to betide same. 

10. (B) Opposite corners are alike. 

11. (D) The figure has one arrow and two lines. 

12. (A) Two figures have same type of lines inside, one is 

different. 

13. (A) 

14. (C) 

15. (D) 

16. (A) 

17. (D) The gap continues to increase by one letter. 

18. (D) The figure has anti<lockwise rotation. 

19. (A) There are two series: 8,10,12,14... and 13,15,17, 

19.. . 

20. (A) Letters have gap of three letters between them. 

21. (C) The figure has clockwise rotation adding one dot 

extra. 

22. (C) Therearetwoseries:87,84,81... (gapof3)and90, 

88 .86.. . (gap of two). 

23. (D) Gap between the last two letters keeps on decreas- 

. ingbyone, other gaps remain the same. 

24. (A) The series is lx 2; (2x2) +1; (5x2)+ 2; (12x2) + 

3.. . 


25. (C) 

26. (B) 

27. (C) The arrangement is a/baa/baa/baa/ba 


28. 

(A) 

29. (D) 

30. 

(B) 

31. 

(A) 

32. 

(Q 

33. (A) 

34. 

(C) 

35. 

(D) 

36. 

(D) 

37. (C) 

38. 

(D) 

39. 

(A) 

40. 

(C) 

41. (D) 

42. 

(A) 

43. 

(A) 

44. 

(A) 

45. (B) 

46. 

(A) 

47. 

(C) 

48. 

(D) 

49. (B) 

50. 

(C) 

51. 

(D) 









GENERAL INTELUOENCE 


TEST OF REASONINr^ 




Find die odd*man out. 

1. (a) Chandra Gupta 

(b) Chanakya 

(c) Vikramaditya 

(d) Samudra Gupta 

(e) Harsh Vardhan 

2. (a) flute 

(b) bugle 

(c) cymbal 
((f) clarionet 
(e) bag-pipe 

3. (a) saw 

(b) shovel 

(c) axe 

((f) scissors 

(c) razor 

4. (a) puppy 

(b) kitten 

(c) calf 

(d) cub 

(e) spaniel 

5. (fl) Oscar 

(b) Federation Cup 

(c) Veer Chakra 

(d) Arjun Award 

(e) Pilmfare Award 

6. (a) tennis 

(b) hockey 

(c) golf 

(d) badminton 

(e) cricket 

7. (a) pint 

(h) kilogram 
(c) gallon 
(<0 litre 
(e) quart 

8. (a) Panipat 

(b) Kurukshetra 

(c) Plassey 

(d) Sama^ 

(e) Haldighati 

In questions given below, tick-mark the choice 
which has words mth similar relationship to the words 
given in question: 

9. Hardwar: Gangs 

(a) MadturatBiij 


(b) Jabalpur: Narmada 

(c) Bombay; Mandovi 
(i) Hyderabad: Tapti 

10. comet;star 

(a) Jupiter:Mars 

(b) sun; moon 

(c) wood: furniture 
(<f) strawberry: fruit 

11. canal: irrigation 

(a) well;desert 

(b) road; accidents 

(c) sky;space 
((0 school; education 

12 . exertion; fatigue 

(a) rest;sleep 

(b) glucose: energy 

(c) make-up:face 

(d) fracture: bone 

13. lunacy; sanity 

(a) disease; treatment 

(b) love: niarriage 

(c) obtainment: bereavement 

(d) profit: investment 

14. helicopter; glider 

(a) scooter:car 

(b) bat:ball 

(c) parachute: ateoplane 

(d) city: pollution 

15. birthday; cake 

(a) death:life 

(b) interview: job 

(c) Holi: colours 

(d) sweets: food 

16. soup:liquid 

(a) water: fiiirst 

(b) book: knowledge 

(c) oxygen:gas 

(d) writer: publisher 
In questions given below, each question has thtCf 

items which are similar in a certain way. Your task is tdf 
tick-mark the most appropriate choice. 

17. sandstone; lime-stone; coal. 

(a) They are found in river-beds. 

(b) They are formed by metamorphic rocks. 

(c) They are chemical minerals. 

(<0 They ore formed in sedimentary rocks, 
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a>'gef--<y. _ 

^y'- 18. rickets: beri-beri: scurvy, 
m (a) They are diseases related to bones. 

(b) Hiey are skin-diseases. 

-f vr (c) They are highly infectious diseases., 

’ (d) They are caused by detidency of certain 

> vitamins. 

19. aorta: pulmonary; ventricle. 

(a) They are die veins that supply blood. 

{b) They are names of parts of heart. 

(c) They are related to lungs. 

(d) They are different sections of food-pipe. 

20. Vishakhapatnam: Madras: Bhiivaneshwar. 

(a) They are ports situated on fhe coast of Bay of 
Bengal. 

(b) They are natural ports. 

(c) They are artificial haibours. , . 

(<0 They are capitals of States. 

21. Devika Rani: Sohrab Modi: Raj Kapoor. 

(a) They were great directors. 

(b) They have largest number of films to their 
credit. 

(c) They received the Dads Saheb I^alke award. 
(<0 They were honoured with fiie much coveted 

award Tadmashree'. 

Find out fouivletter words for questions 22 and 23 
that can be added to words on right and left to form 
words. 

22. BACK(---.)CHINA 

23. LORD (----) LOAD 

Each question given below has a couple of words. 
Mark your answers: 

(a) if one is the product of the other. 

(b) if one is a part of the ofiier. 

(c) if one depends upon the other. 

(d) if one is oppx)site of the other. 

(e) if both are different members of the same 


group. 


24. 

farmer: rain 





(a) □ (b) □ 

(c) □ 

(d) □ 

(e) □ 

25. 

eagle: pea<ock 





(a) □ (b) □ 

(c) □ 

(d) □ 

(e) □ 

26. 

votes; M.P. 





(a) a (b) a 

(c) □ 

(d) □ 

(e) a 

27. 

ice<ream: milk 





(a) □ (b) □ 

(c) □ 

(d) □ 

(e) □ 

28. 

train: compartment 




(a) □ (b) □ 

(c) □ 

(d) □ 

(e) □ 

29. 

unique: common 





(«)□ (b)0 

(c) □ 

(d) □ 

(e) □ 

30. 

revalue: tax 





(a) □ (b) □ 

(c) □ 

(d) □ 

(e) □ 

In file figure given below, the square represents 


businessmen, the dicle officers, the rectangle our 
coanttymen in foreign countries and the triangk repie* 
scnts honest persons. Each part of the figure is num¬ 


bered. On the basis of the study of the figure, answer 
quesfions 31 to 33. 



31. Number 8 represents; 

(a) Honest Indian businessmen working in 
foreign coimtries. 

(b) Honest officers posted in foreign countries. 

(c) Dishonest officers working in foreign 
countries. 

(d) Honest officers working in India. 

32. Dishonest businessmen who are working in 
foreign countries are represented by the number; 

(a) 1 (b) 9 (c) 10 (<0 4 

33. Our countrymen who are neither businessmen 
nor officers, but are living in foreign countries and are not 
honest are represented by the nunijen 

(a) 6 (b) 2 (c) 5 (d) 8 


SYLLOGISMS 


TYPE! 

In questions nven below, a situation has been explained in 
a few statements fallowed by a conclusion. Mark your answers: 

(a) if the conclusion necessarily follows from the 
statements. 

(b) if it is a long drawn one. 

(c) if the conclusion definitely does not follow 
from the statements. 

(d) if it is doubtful as fire data provided is inade¬ 
quate. 

Note: Your answers should only be in the light of the 
statements given. 

Statements: 

34. 1. In an aincrash most of the passengers were kilted. 
2. Mr Shah was one of the passengers. 

Conclusion: Mr Shah was killed. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

35. 1. Hindus ring a bell after performing'pooja'. 

2. In Church also, the service ends with the ringing of 
bell. 

Conclushn: The prayer reaches God easily when it is ac¬ 
companied by the ringing of bell. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

36. 1. Mjuay miUionaiies are imhappy. 

2. After the day's hard work, Ae poor labourers sing 
and dance merrily. 
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Conclusion: Only those are truly happy who do'not have 
much money. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

37. t. Yogis and Pundits from India are busy with ses¬ 

sions of transcendental meditation in western 
coimtries to bring peace. 

2. India has not been peaceful for the last few mcmdis. 
Conclusion: India became disturbed because these yogis 
and pundits went away ftom here. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

38. 1. Pakistan trained militants arecreatingchaos in one 

of our most prosperous States, Punjab. 

2. The hand of Pakistan cannot be denied in creating 
confusion in our business centres like Bombay, 
Surat and Calcutta. 

Conclusion: Pakistan wants India to remain unstable so 
that it may not be dwarfed by our eccmomic 
development.. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

39. 1. People surrounded by luxury become lazy and 

spoilt. 

2. Firm X has a luxurious office. 

Conclusion: The employees of Firm X have become lazy 
. and spoilt. 

' (rt) □ {b) □ (c) ’□ (d) □ 

Statements: 

40. 1. Indian Air Lines has grounded foiu* twenty-year 

old Boeings. 

2. Some of the Boeings are nineteen years old. 
Conclusion: They would be grounded next year. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

41. 1. A film maker threatened to sue the editor of a 

famous maga 2 une for connecting him with the un¬ 
derworld. 

2. Ute Editor of the magazine apologised. 

Concluswn: The editor realized that he had published the 
article concerned without sufficient authentic 
information. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

TYPE II 

In the following questions, a statement is followed by 
reasons Rl ami RIJ. Apply the reasons to the statement and 
tick-mark your answers as under: 

(a) Only RI is strong. 

(ft) Only Rn is Strong. 

(c) Both RI and RII are strong. 

(<0 Either RI or Hn is strong. 

(e) Neither Rl nor RII is strong. 

42. The anti-Narmada agitation is more forceful 
am<mg the intelligentsia than foe inhabitants who are 
going to be afeected. I 

RI. The simple illiterate inhabitants are unable to 
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realize the impact of the mammoth structure 
proposed on their lives and lands. 

Rn. Tlw intelligentsia considers such structures to be 
•r violation of human ri^ts for those who have 

■ been living there for centuries. 

:■ (a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ ,(e) □ 

‘ 43. Great writers generally travel far and wide and 
' mix'up with ail sorts of people. 

RI. Travelling soothes their over-worked nerves. 
RIl. They want to study life in different parte of the 
country at close quarters. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

44. Monks do not marry. 

RI. They are devoid of natural and basic instinctive 
feelings. 

RU. No nrl wants to marry aperson who has shaven 
head and is attired in saffron robes. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

45. In modem era, tire members of the weaker sex are 
trying their hand at wrestling, breaking track records and 
driving heavy vehicles. 

W. The modem woman does not believe in spend¬ 
ing her whole life with delicate feminine ac¬ 
tivities. 

Rll. She is competing with men in all spheres to 
prove that sne is not inferior to him in any way. 
(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

46. A Governor removed one of the Vice-Chancellor 
. of a Univereity. 

RI. He was convinced that the VC was unable to 
manage the affairs of the University 
RIl The removal was due to political reasons. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

47. Shoos are not allowed inside temples. 

RI. Gods never wore shoes themselves. 

RIl. Shoes arc always dirty. 

(«) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

48. Some houses never become home. 

RI. The bread-winner of the house is unable to buy 
basic comforts or meet with demands of the 
members of the family. 

RII. The members live their own lives and lack love, 
warmth, feeling and attachment for each other, 
(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (b) □ (c) □ 

TYPE III 

hi questions given beloto, statements 1 and 2 arcjblloioed bu 
conclusions! ana II Taking the statements to be true, although 
t/iey wifly appear at variance ivith commonly accepted facts, tick- 
mark your answers as under; 

(a) Only I follows from the statements. 

(b) Only II follows from the statements. 

(c) Both I and IT follow from the statements. 

(d) Either I or 11 follows from the statements. 

(e) Neither I nor II follows from the statements. 
Statements; 

49. 1. Some managers are clerks. 

2. All clerks are band-masters. 
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Conclusions; 

I. Some managers are band-masters, 
n. All band-masters are clerks. 

(a) □ (5) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statements: 

50. 1. All shirts are dresses. 

2. All dresses are bags. 

Conclusions: 

I. All bags are dresses. 

II. Some shirts are not bags. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ . (c) □ 

Statements: 

51. 1. All play-grounds are stadiums. 

2. Some stadiums are courts. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some courts are not stadiums. 

II. Some play-grounds are courts. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statements: 

52. 1. Some crows are ante. 

2. Some ante are owls. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some crows are not owls. 

II. Some ante are not owls. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Statements: 

53. 1. All the men who attended the function were either 

fat or tall. 

2. All tall men had beards. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some fat persons had beards. 

II. Some persons who attended the function had 
beards. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statements: 

54. 1. All the alcoholics either died in their homes or on 

their way to hospital. 

2. Chandu had consumed a large quantity of alcohol 
at home. 

Conclusions: 

I. Chandu died in his house, 
n. He died on his way to hospital. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statements: 

55. 1. N is less than K but more foan M. 

2. J is more than N but not as much as K. 

Conclusions: 

I. J is more than M. 
n. Mis the least. 

(fl) a (b) Q (c) a (d) a (e) a 

Stqtements: 

56. 1. Some policemen are undertaker^ 

2. Some notaries are undertakers. 

Conclusions; 

I. Some policemen are notaries. 




n. No policeman is a notary. 

(a) □ {b) a (c) □ id) a (e), □ 

TYPE IV 

In each ciuestion given below, a statement is followed by txoo 
courses of action numbered 1 and II. A course of action is a step 
or administrative decision to be taken for improvement,follow up 
or further action in r^rd to tlw problem, policy etc. on the basts 
of \he information given in the statement. Assuming the state¬ 
ment to be true, decide which offhe two suggestea courses of 
action logically follows for pursuing. Give answer; 

(a) if only I follow!. 

(b) if only U follow!. 

(c) if both I and II follow. 

(d) if either 1 or 11 follows. 

(e) if neither 1 nor U foliom. 

Statement; 

57. It is necessary that all waste land available in and 

around villages should be made productive to cater to 
minimum needs of the rural folk and provide them healthy 
environment. 'A State of Forestry Report' 

Courses of action: 

I. Attractive incentives, competitive awards and 
moral inspiration should be offered to villagers 
to convert the waste land into forests and pas¬ 
tures. 

II. The department shotald ask the voluntary or¬ 
ganizations to adopt strips of this waste land and 
develop them into forests. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

58. Orissa, apart from being a populous State is also a 

flood prone State and very much in need of anti-flood 
measures. 'A Report' 

Courses of action: 

1. A team of engineers should be formed to survey 
the area and plan out anti-flood measures. 

U. The State should demand more funds from die 
Centre to help the aff^ted famili^. 

(a) □ (b> □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

59. The Himachal Pradesh Tourism Development 

Corporation (HPTDC) is in search of funds to finish its 
ropeway projects for tourists. 'A Report' 

Coufses of action: 

I. The HPTDC should approach banks for financial 
help. 

n. It should try to convince the Central govt, about 
the need and prospects of ropeway projects and 
get Rnancial help. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

60. "CXir problem is too many patients and too few 

hands." 'A Report from a Govt. Hospital Authority*. 

Courses of action: 

I. The officer incharge should write to the State 
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Administration to increase the staff. 

II. Private medical practitioners should be en¬ 
couraged to have thdr nursing homes. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Statement: 

61. A high level meeting of senior police officials 
decided to launch a State-wide offensive against the mafias 
and such elements who were making efforts to disturb the 

‘ communal harmony. 'A Report'. 

, Courses of action: 

I. Persons suspected of involvement with such ac¬ 
tivities should be shot or sentenced to death. 

n. All Religions Meets (Sarva Dharma Sabhas) 
should be made a permanent feature. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statetnent: 

62. A famous 'Ashram' is undergoing a tussle over the 
'gaddi' after the death of the spiritual Guru as two of ffie 
main disciples produced two different 'wills' nominating 
each of them for the 'gaddi'. 

Courses of action: 

I. The 'Ashram' should be split into two parts and 
both of them should be given 'gaddi'. 

II. The later 'will' should be treated as legal and 
authentic. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

TYPEV 

In making decisions about important questions, it is 
desirable to be able to distinguish between strong arguments and 
weak arguments so far as they are related to the questions. Weak 
ar^ments may not be directly related to the qtiestioti, may be of 
mtnor importance or may be related to some trivial aspect of the 
question. Each question given below is fallowed by huo argu¬ 
ments numbered I and ll. You have to decide whim one of the 
atgumenls is strong and which is iveak. Then decide which of the 
answers given below and numbered (a), (b), (c), (d) and (e) is the 
correct answer. 

' (a) Only I is strong. 

(b) Only II is strong. 

I (c) Both I and n are strong. 

(d) Either I or II is strong. 

(c) Neither I nor 11 is strong. 

63. Should deployment of army for maintaining law 
and order in all disturbed areas of ffie country be discon¬ 
tinued? 

I. Yes, it could lead to a weak army at the time of a 
sudden external threat. 

II. No, tire police and other para-military forces are 
totally incapable of maintaining peace. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

64. Are our businessmen, settled in foreign countries 
for years, likely to invest in India? 

1. Yes, the prospects are bright and home is after all, 
home. 

n. No, they have become very much used to life 
there and the communal disturbances have put a 
question-mark on safe trade. 


(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) Q (e) □ 

65. Shoulduse of pesticides in agriculture be stopped? 

I. Yes, it is a cruelty to the living creatures, 

n. No, much of the food is consumed or destroyed 
by pests thus lowering the production. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

66. Were monkeys our ancestors? 

I. Yes, Darwin said so. 

n. No, we do not have tails. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

67. A person was kept behind bars for seven days but 
was not found guilty hence was released with due 
apologies from the court. Is he entitled to comlnit a small 
crime for which the punishment would be seven days 
imprisonment? 

I. Yes, he has already served a sentence, for which 
he was not found guilty so why should he not be 
allowed a small 'free' crime! 

n. No, a crime is always a crime and there is nothing 
'free' about it. 

(a) □ (b) a (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

68. Will the new policy, 'Each one teach one' boost up 
the literacy rate? 

I. Yes, if each student taught one person, the rate of 
literacy would automaticalfy go high. 

n. No, students in general are not all that honest 
and conscientious and would be acquiring fake 
certificates from already literate persons. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

TYPE VI 

Below is given a passage fallowed by some inferences drawn 
from the infarmation stat^ in the passage. Examine each in¬ 
ference separately in the context of the passage and decide upon 
Us degree of truth or falsity. Make your answer: 

(a) if the inference is definitely true. 

(b) if it is probably ture. 

(c) if ffie data is inadequate hence it cannot be 
decided. 

(<0 if the inference is probably false. 

{e) if it is deffnitely false. 

Agricultural growth in India will be insufficient to 
absorb all pot> ytial new entrants to the labour market. 
Growth in industrial employment would, therefore, have 
to be a key priority in poverty reduction in future. 'The 
report titled implementing World Bank strategy to reduce 
poverty progress and challenges' suggested that public 
resources devoted to health and education in India were 
not used eff^ively. It was inefficient use, rather than in¬ 
adequate funding for the social sectors, that resulted in the 
low health and educational status of much of India's 
population, unlike the good results achieved elsewhere. 

69. World Bank would stop Its aid to India. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

70. The land for agriculture is very much limited. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ IflpO (e) □ 

71. World Bank has been disappointed by the results 
all over the world. 
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(«> □ (b) □ (c) □ ((0 □ (e) a 

7Z India had enough funds but they were not used 
properly to reduce poverty. 

(a) □ (b) a (c) a (d) □ (e) □ 

73. India will use the funds more carefully and effec¬ 
tively in future. 

(a) a {b) □ (c) □ (d) □ <e) □ 

74. One of the aims of the Wbrld Bank is to reduce 
poverty in the world. 

(a) a (b) □ (c) a (<0 □ (e) a 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Four language teachers, Ishwar, Jagat, Ashok and 
Prem teach comprehension, grammar, phonetics and 
composition to students, but not in the same order. Match 
the right person with ffie subject he teaches on the basis 
of the informaffon given below: 

Ishwar does not teach grammar or comprehension. 

Ashok neither teaches phonetics nor grammar. 

Jagat and Ashok do not teach comprehension. 

75. Ishwar (a) comprehension 

76. Jagat (b) composition 

77. Ashok (c) phonetics 

78. Prem (d) grammar 

Four friends, Shekhar, Trilok, Prem and Lalit live in 
Singapore, Tokyo, Paris and London and are surgeon, 
pilot, teacher and lawyer by profession. Read the follow¬ 
ing information and answer ffil questions ttiat follow: 

The first letters of the name of the person, the city in 
which he lives and his profession are different. 

Shekhar and Prem are not lawyer. 

Lalit is not a teacher and he does not live in Tokyo. 

Trilok does not live in Singapore and Shekhar does not 
live in Tokyo. 

79. Where does Prem live and what is he by profes¬ 
sion? 

(a) Tokyo—lawyer {b) Singapore—teacher 

(c) London—^lawyer (d) Tokyo—surgeon 

80. What is Trilok by profession? 

(fl) teacher (I>) lawyer 

(c) surgeon (d) pilot 

81. Who lives in London and what is he by profes¬ 
sion? 

(a) Shekhar—teacher (6) Prem—surgeon 

(c) Trilok—pilot (d) Prem—teacher 

A team of workers sent the following messages in 
code and got replies in codes too: 

1,2,3,4 meant 'officer is not trustworthy'. 

4,5,6,7 meant 'Do not start inquiries'. 

3.5.8.9 meant 'Do send someone trustwortfvy' 

1.7.9.10 meant 'Someone is making inquiries'. 

82. Which word is represented by '77 

(a) inquiries (b) start (c) not 

{(t) do 



83. 'nwcodefer'S^bustwar^r^fien^ 

(a) 3,5.8 ■ ■ ■ m 

(c) 1,7^8 ¥>2,3,^ :\::M 

84. Oiunt the number of triangles iki the 

below: ^ • si; 




(«) 8 (b) 13 (c) 15 

(d) 11 (e) 17 

85. MrRawatspendsl2%ofhisitKomeoneducatl«W 

of his children and 9% on servants. If the difference iil^'; 
amount spent on tfiese two items is Rs 135, what is 
iiKomeoiMrRawat? ’ 

{«) Rs3800 (&) Rs4250 

(c) Rs4500 (d) Rs5200 

(e) None of these 

Each of the following questions has a lead word an^"; 
four out of five words ^ven with it are related to t^’/ 
lead-word in the same way. Your task is to find out tlte r 
word which is different ' . V 


86. intrigue 

(a) TRUCE 
(d) GREAT 

87. DELIGHTFUL 
(a) FUGHT 
(d) UGHTED 

88. DISCOVER 
(a) DOVE 
(d) DISC 

89. CONVINCE 
(a) NOUN 

(d) CONCEIVE 

90. DISTURBED 
(a) DUST 
(d) DIVIDE 


(b) INTERIM 
(e) GREEN 

(b) GIFT 
(e) FLUID 

(b) COVER 
(e) SCORE 

(b) MINCE I 

(c) CONTENT 


(c) TRIAL-? 


(c) THEFI?i: 


(c) DIVER 


(c) CONNECT ? 


(b) DRIED 
(e) BRIDE 


(c) RUSTED 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANA'nONS ; 

1. (b) All ffie others are kings. 

2. (c) All the others are wind-instruments. 

3. (b) All the others are used for cutting something. ? 

4. (e) All the ofoers are young ones of animab. 

5. (a) It is the only International Award among the tun 

tional ones. 

6. (d) AH the others are played with ball. 

7. (b) All the others are used for nwasuring liquids. 

8. (d) All the others are famous battlefidds. 

9. (b) The relation^ip is ffiat of ffie city and the rivet 
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near them. 

10. (d) The relationship is that of general category and 

specific. 

11. (d) One is made for the other. 

12. (b) One results into the other. 

; 13. (c) They are opposites. 

. 14. {a) Bodt are two items of the same category used for 
the same purpose. 

15. (c) One is needed to celebrate the other. 

16. (c) Same as question number 10. 


17. (d) 

18. (d) 

: 19. (b) 

20. (a) 

21. ic) 

22. BONE 

23. SHIP 

24. (c) 

;■ 25. (c) 

26. (c) 

i 27. (fl) 

28. (b) 

. 29. (d) 

30. (c) 

31. (b) 

32. (d) 

33. (c) 

34. (d) 

35. (c) 

36. (b) 

■ 37. (c) 

38. (fl) 

: 39. (b) 

40. (b) 

: 41. (a) 

42. (c) 

; 43. (b) 

44. (c) 

; 45. (c) 

46. (d) 


47. (e) 

: 48. (b) 

! The best my to solve the next set of questions is by drawing 

diagrams of all the possible situations and then arrive at the foot- 
proof conclusion. 


! 49. (a) 



\ 

jt' 
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52. (c) 



O o © 


56. (d) 


57. 

ic) 

58. 

(fl) 

59. 

id) 

60. 

(«) 

61. 

ie) 

62. 

(b) 

63. 

id) 

64. 

ic) 

65. 

ih) 

66. 

ie) 

67. 

% 

68. 

id) 

69. 

ic) 

70. 

(b) 

71. 

id) 

72. 

(b) 

73. 

ic) 

74. 

(fl) 

75. 

ic) 

76. 

id) 

77. 

(b) 

78. 

(«) 

79. 

id) 

80. 

(b) 

81. 

id) 



82. 

id) 



83. 

id) 



84. 

ic) 



85. 

ic) 



86. 

(c) All the others have 

one outsider, this one has two. 


A and L 



87. 

(c) All the other words have been formed by letters of 


the lead word, this has one extra'T'. 


88. {e) The tetters in other words are used without chang¬ 

ing their order, here R is placed before E. 

89. (e) Same as 86. 

90. (d) Same as 87. This one has an extra T. 




54. (d) 

55. (c) 



OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


Quantitative Aptitude 


Th/t questions given below (Q. 1 to 35) were set in the 
Divisional Accountants/Auditors/Upper Division Clerks ex¬ 
amination held on the 14th March, 1993. 

Vfe are grateful to Mr Binay Singh of Madhubani 
(Bihar) for sending these question.^ to us. 

1- wVrr^ = -H,thenx = ? 

144 12 


(«) 0 (&) 12 (f) 13 

, 9.6 X 9.6 X 9.6-5.4 X 5.4 X 5.4 


(d) 25 


= 7 


9.6 X 9.6 + 9.6 X 5.4 +5.4 X 5.4 
(fl) 4.2 (b) 4.6 (c) 5.1 (d) 15 

3. In multiplication (274 x 318 x 577 x 313), the 
number on unit place is: 

(«) 2 (b) 3 (c) 4 id) 5 

0.324x0.081 X 4.624 


4. Simplify: -~ 
(rt) 0.024 


1.5625 x 0.0289 x 72.9 x 64 
(h) 0.24 (c) 2.40 (d) 24.0 

5. 68 of “ is less than | of 114 by: 

(a) 12 (b) 25 (c) 35 (d) 48 

6 . On simplifying: 

7^-I2iHl|4(l|-|4)l]weget: 


(«) I 


(b) 4i (c) gi (d) 


'2 2 " ' 228 

7. H.C.F. and L.C.M. of two numbers is 11 and 693 
respectively. If one of them is 77, then the other is: 

(a) 44 (b) 88 (c) 99 (d) 101 

8 . A number when divided by 4 reduced 21 by 
itself. The number is: 

(a) 18 (b) 20 (c) 28 (d) 38 

9. If (30)^ - (20)^ = lOx, then x is: 

(a) 30 (b) 40 (c) 50 (d) 60 

10. The length of a rectangle is increased by 20% 
and the width is decreased by 20%. The area decreases 
by: 

(a) 0.8% (b) 1.2% (c) 4% (d) 8 % 

11. The number which when added to itself 10 times 

gives 264. The number is: 

(a) 20 (b) 22 (c) 24 (d) 26 

12. The LCM of two numbers x and y is 'a'. The HCF 
of X and y will be: 


(a) xy 


(b) 


xy 


(c) 


B. 

a 


id) 


ax 


13. The value of 7 + 7 -^r 
4 4x5 


1 


is; 


(a) 0.3075 
(d) 0.3085 


(b) 0.3082 


4x5x6 
(c) 0.3083 


14. Value of 4-' 


1 +* 


1 


•18 


3 +■ 


1 

TTT 

^ ^ 4 


(«) 


40 


(c)i 


id) 


31 


31 9 8 '"'40 

15. A boy was asked to write the val ue of 2* x 9^. He 
wrote it as 2592. The difference between the obtained 
and actual value is: 

(M) 2^x92 (b)2^x9^ 

(c) 2^x9* (d) zero 

16. Subtracting 40'/l> of a number from the number; 
we get the result as 30. The number is: 

(rf) 28 (f>) 50 (c) 52 id) 70 

17. The average age of eight teachers in a school is 
40 years. A teacher among them died at the age of SB 
years whereas another teacher who.se age was 39 yeari 
joined them. The average age of the teachers in th* 
school now is: 

(fl) 35yrs (b) 36yrs (c) 38yrs 

(d) 39yrs 

18. A number exceeds 50 by 20%. The new number 
obtained is: 

(it) 10 (h) 20 (c) 40 (d) 60 

19. What number should be added to each of the 
numbers 8,21,13 and 31 so that the resulting number in 
this order form a proportion? 

(a) 2 (b) 3 (c) 5 (d) 7 

20. If (4x2-3y^): (2x^ + 5]/) = 12 :19, then x: y is: 

(a) 2:3 (b) 1 ;2 (c)3:2 (d) 4:5 

21. If 5x2 _ i3xy 4 .6y2 = 0, then x : y is: 

(a) 5:3 or 1 :2 (6) 3:5 or 2:1 

(c) 2:1 (d) 3:5 

22. A dog takes 3 leaps for eveiy 5 leaps of a hare. If . 
one leap of the dog is equal to 3 leaps of the hare, the ratio. 
of the speed of the dog to that of Ae hare is: 

(«) 8:5 (b)9:5 (c)8;7 (d)9;7 

23. The perimeter of a right-angled triangle is six’, 
times the length of its shortest side. The ratio of the sides" 
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, are: 

■ (fl) 5:3:1 (fc) 7:6:1 (c)ll.:10:4 

V (<0 13:12:5 

; 24. The mean of l\ 2^ 3\ 4^; 5^ 6^ and 7^ is: 

I (a) 40 (h) 20 . (c) 30 (d) 10 

I 25. A man bought a number of oranges at 3 for a 
I rupee and an equal number at 2 for a rqpee. At what 
^ price per dozen should he sell them to .make a profit of 
^ 20%? 

(a) Rs4 (b) Rs5 (c) Rs6 (d) Rs7 

26. The average weight of 6 men decreases by 3 kg 
when one of them weighing 80 kg is replaced by a fresh 
' man. The weight of the new man is: 

(a) 56 kg (b) 58 kg (c) 62 kg (d) 76 kg 

;i 27. A train 150 m long is running at a speed of 90 
i km/h. Time taken by the train to cross a tree will be: 

5 (a) 3 sec (b) 4 sec (c) 6 sec (d) 8 sec 

: 28. Tf a man walks at the rate of 5 km/h, he misses 

^ a train by only 7 minutes. However, if he walks at the rate 
I. of 6 km/h, he reaches the station 5 minutes before arrival 
of the train. The distance (in km) covered by him to reach 
the station is; 

i (a) 5 (b) 6 (c) 7 (d) 8 

29. 20 men, working together can complete a job in 
20 days. The number of days that 25 men of the same 
capacity, working together, will take to finish the job is: 

■ (a) 12 (b) 16 (c) 20 (d) 25 

30. A cistern can be filled in 9 hours, but it takes 10 
hours when there is a leak in its bottom. If the cistern is 

I' full, then the time that the leak wilt take to empty it is: 
j (a) 90 hours (b) 80 hours (c) 70 hours 
r (d) 60 hours 

31. 14 pumps of equal capacity can fill a tank in 6 
" days. If the tank has to be filled in 4 days, the number of 
I extra pumps needed is: 

^ (<j) 7 (b) 14 (c) 21 (d) 28 

32. A dealer sold two of his cattles for Rs 500 each. 

■ On one of them he lost 10% and on the other he gained 
10%. His gain or loss % in the entire transaction was: 

(a) 10% loss (b) l%gain 

(c) l%loss (d) None 

^ 33. A certain sum of money lent out at simple inter¬ 

est amounts Rs 500 in 3 years and Rs 750 in 5 years. The 
sum lent is; 

(a) Rs400 (b) 450 

; (c) Rs500 (d) Rs600 

34. A sum of money becomes 8 times of itself in 3 
years at compound interest. The rate of interest is: 

i (a) 100% (b) 8% (c) 1% 

f (<f) data inadequate 

1 35. The successive discounts of 20% and 15% are 
equal to a single discount of: 
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(a) 35% (b) 32% (c) 22%, (d) 5% 

36-40. Study the following graph carefully and 
answer the questions given below: 



36. What was the difference between the numbers 
of cars registered in January and those registered in 
June? 

(a) 2,000 (b) 6,000 (c) 5,000 

(d) No difference (c)« None of these 

37. What was the number of vehicles other than 
cars registered in March 1991? 

(a) 5,000 (b) 10,000 (c) 40,000 

{d) 37,000 \e) None of these 

38. What was the percentage increase in registration 
of cars from February to March 1991? 

(a) 0% (b) 1% (c) 2% (d) 2.5% 

(e) None of these 

39. What was the increase in registration of vehicles 
other than cars from January to April 1991? 

(a) 5,000 (b) 10,000 (c) 15,000 

(d) No increase (e) None of these 

40. In which of the following months was the 
registration of vehicles other than cars maximum? 

(a) April (b) June (c) May 

(d) February (c) January 


_ ANSWERS & EXPLANATIONS 

, -JTZT -15 o_-- 

1. (d) ^1+144"12'^■*144 "144 12 

2. (a) Taking 9.6 = a and 5.4 = b, the equation is: 

.. (ii-b)(a^ + ab + lr) 

a^ + ab + b^ a*+ab + b* 

= a-b = 9.6 -5.4 = 4.2 

3. (a) Unit place of 274 X 318 » 2 

Unit place of577 x 2 = 4 
Unit place of 313 x4 = 2 

4. (a) Removing decimals, the equation 

324x81x4624 

"15625 x 289 x 729 x 64 * 

18 x 9 x 68 3 

Squarmg* 125 x i7x'27 x's = 125 = 

5. (b) I of 114 =76 



68a51 

76-51.25 

1 Simplifying ftomihe end, 
2^2 3 6^ 2' 6 ^ 

4(|)or|xl4 
5 1 5-2 3 
.4"2“ 4 “4 

A’4 4^3 ^ 

15 , 9 

Y-3.-.4J 


Sup^ioa^l 


die other nundter . X 


8. (c) 

9. (c) 
10. (c) 


x. -i— -rr or ——=99 

gmm maRwr 77 

^-400.10x orlQx.SOO orx.SO 
Suppcse length . 20 and braeddi. 15 
Am. 15.300 
Increaaed lengtti. 20 ■«■ 20% of 20.24 
Decreased bi^di. 15 - 20% of 15.12 
Area. 24x12.288 
Decreased area . 300 - 288.12 
Decrease in area against 300.12 

100 X12 

Decrease in area a^inst 100 .—=5:— =4% 


11. (c) 

12. (c) 

13. (c) 

14. (c) 


1st number x 2nd nutiAer xy 

t M M 


Starting from bottom, 

3 + - 4 - or 3 + - 


or 1 + 




(b) Suppose the Na 4 
40% of 100.40 


The result. 100 - 40 = 60 
If result is60. Na.lOO 

If result is30. Na. ~ - - = 50 

17. (c) Average age of 8 teachers. 40 
lbtalage.40 x8.320 
New average = 320 - 55 + 39 » 304 + 8.38 
la (d) 20%of50.10 

It exceeds 50 by 50 10 e 60 

19. (c) Byaddiire5toeadtnumbcr,wegettheprc^rtion8: 

13,26; ia36 

1:2;1;2 

20. (c) (4x*-^)+ (2** + 3y*)-12:19 

Ifx.3andy.2 

than(36-12):(18>20) or24:38or 12:19 
Hiencei, x^3, y . 2or3:2 

21. (Ir) Zb ») 

23. (d) 13>12 + S.30 


Shoitestside.S 

It is six tames of perimeter (30)i 

24. (fr) 1>4>9>16>25>36>49.140 

There are 7 items 

Sol40+7.20i8tteineBni ' • *.' 

25. (c) ICP.fbroneclo3m.Rs4 

n CP for one dozen . Rs 6 

CP. for 2 dozens bRs 4 > its 6. Ks 10 • < 

CJ*. fori dozen, lb 5 , 

Profit.20% 

S.P..R8 6perdozen - 

26. (c) Suppose weight of 6 men. 480 ' 

Le6s weight of Hie men Replaced (80 kg). 400 

lb bring the average to 77, (a decreme of 3), the weight of 

fresh man should be 62 

400 + 62 = 462 + 6 = 77 t\: 

27. (c) Speed of train =90000 min3600 seconds t 

length of train . 150 m 
90000 m in 3600 seconds 

_.150x3600 . , 

150 mm——or in 6 seconds 

28. (a) 

29. (6) 20 men do in 20 days 

1 man do in400 days 

25 men will do in ~ . 16 days 

30. (a) 31. (a) 

32 (c) ISJP..500;Loss = 10% 

IIS.P.=500;Gain = 10% 

„„ , S.P.X100 50000 

CP.onl. -~p 

500x100 50000 

CEonboth. —+ 
aP. on boHi = 500 + 500 = 1000 

Loss^.iCRrglSiOO 

( AP^ .-1000) X100 

lOOCOO 

99 

1000x100x99 
“ 99x100000 

Lees =1% 


33w (a) Rate of interest for first 3 years should be ^% 

„ . . , - 400x25x3 _ 

&InLfor3yean = — — —= 100 

Prindpa] now is 500; Hme = 2 years 
ai. should be 25% to get the amount of Rs 750 
er 500x25x2 
100 

500 + 250 = 750 

34. (a) CI. = P({l+j^)‘-ll 

Suppose sum = 100, Rate = 100% 

Cl. = 100((l+^)’-lJ 

= 100K^xM^Mh1 = 100x(8-1) 

= 100 x 7 = 700 
CL on Rs 100 = 700 
Amount = 100 + 700 = 800; CL = 100% 

35. (k) Suppose sum = Rs 100 

D&oxmtat20% = 20 
nscountatl5%on(100 - 20) or 80=12 
Ibtal amount of discount = 20 +12 = 32 

36. (a) 37. (3) 38. (a) 39. (e) 4a (c) 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


General Awareness 


The questions (1 to 50) given below were set in BSRB P.O.s 
examination held on the 25th April, 1993. 

We are grateful to Shri Prafulla Kumar Saha ofBhubancstoar 
and Shri Surindcr Nayar of Balasore (Ori^a) for sending these 
questions to us. 

1. Why was S.C. Jamir in the news recently? 

(a) He has been inducted in the Union Cabinet as 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs 

(b) He has taken over as the Chief Minister of 
Nagaland after recent elections of the State as¬ 
sembly 

(c) He has taken over as the Chairman of the 
Minorities Commission 

(d) He has been appointed as the new Governor of 
Manipur 

2. Which of the following awards was conferred upon 
Helmut Kohl during his visit to India in February 1993? 

(a) Man of the Decade 

(b) Indira Gandhi Award for Peace 

(c) Kalinga Prize 

*(d) Jawaharlal Nehru Award for International Un¬ 
derstanding 

(c) None of these 

3. Who amongst the following took over as the Chief 
Minister of Meghalaya after the recent elections of the State 
Assembly? 

(fl) J.D. Rymbai (b) Lot Singh Sangma 

(c) Rowell Lyngdoh (d) J.D. Phormen 

* (c) Salsong C. Marak 

• 4. Which of the following statements is NOT TRUE 
about Mr Bill Clinton, the newly elected President of 
America? 

* («) He is the 42nd President of the country 

, (b) He was the candidate of the Democratic Party of 
America 

• (c) He has been elected for a period of four years 

(d) He was Foreign Secretary in the Cabinet before 
his election as the President 

(e) He has taken over charge from George Bush who 
has recently completed his t«iure in the office 

5. Who amongst the following was the Vice Captain of 
the English Cricket Team, which visited India in January- 
February 1993? 

(a) G.A. Gocxrh (b) MA. Atherton 

(c) M.W.Gatting (d) G.A. Hick 

(c) None of these 

• 6. Which of the following countries won the finals of 
the Merdeka Soccer Tournaments held in Kuala Lumpur in 
Feb 1993? 

• (a) Malaysia (b) South Korea 

(c) North Korea (d) Argentina 

(e) Germany 

7. Why was Glafcos derides recently in the news? 

(a) He is the newly elected President of Cyprus 


(b) He was the President of Romania who lost the 
recently held elections 

(c) He is the President of Croatia who was on a State 
visit to India recently 

(d) He is the Prime Minister of Italy who was recent¬ 
ly in India on an official visit » 

(c) None of these 

. 8. WithwhichgameisGeet Sethi associated? 

(a) Golf (b) Volleyball 

(c) Squash (d) Billiards 

9. According to the newly announced policy the Ration 

shops will now sell sugar at a per kg price of Rs_. 

(a) 6.50 (b) 7.30 (c) 7.80 

(d) 8,00 (e) 8.30 

10. V.R. Ananthamurthy, the newly elected President of 
the Sahitya Academy, writes maiidy in which of the following 
languages? 

(a) Telugu (b) Majayalam 

(c) Kannada (d) Tamil 

(e) English 

11. Pei^ple from which of the following Slates celebrate 
their harvest festival around Makar Sankranti? 

(a) Tamil Nadu (b) Andhra Pradesh 

(c) Kerala (dj^unjab 

(f) None of these t 

' 12. Which of the following States has the largest tribal 
population in India? 

(a) Madhya Pradesh (b) Assam 
(c) Orissa (^},-Bihar 

(c) Meghalaya 

13. Which of the following Programmes is designed to 
create community assets on the one hand and providing 
wage employment on the other hand? 

(ii) DWCRA (b) JRY 

(c) NREP (d) IRDP 

(e) None of these 

14. Which of the following States ranks first in terms of 
the maximum number of Agro-based industries? 

(fl) Kerala (b) West Bengal 

(c) Maharashtra (^Punjab 

(e) Gujarat 

15. Who amongst the following is a famous Sarod 
player? 

(a) Shiva Kumar Sharma (bj Zakir Hussain 

(c) Hari Prasad Chourasia (4^Amjad All Khan 
(e) RamNarain 

16. Why was P.C. Alexander recently in the news? 

(a) He has taken over as the Chairman of the Finance 
^ Commission 

(j^ He is the newly appointed Governor of 
Maharashtra 

(r) He has been inducted in the Union Cabinet 

(d) He will be our new Ambassador to USA 

(e) None of these 
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17. Bauxite is an oie of wluch of the following metals? 

(a) Iron (b) Silver (c) Aluminium 

(d) 2Snc (e) Copper 

18. The Indian Navy is assisting the UNICEF in canying 
out a relief mission in which of the following countries? 

(a) Croatia (b)yEthiopia 

(c) South Africa (^Somalia 

(e) None of these 

19. The 10th Indian Engineering Trade Fair was or¬ 
ganised recently at which of the following places? 

(a) Bombay (b) Ghaziabad 

(s) New Delhi (d) Madras 

(e) Bangalore 

20. The assembly elections in which of the following 
States were postponed by the Election Commission from 
February 1993 to April 1993? 

(a) Tripura (b) Arunachal Pradesh 

(f) Assam (rf) Meghalaya 

(e) None of these 

21. Felipe Gonzalez who was recently on a visit to India 
is the Prime Minister of which of the following countries? 

(fl) Italy (b) France (c) Germany 

(d) Romania (c) Spain 

22. Kamal Amrohi, who died recently, was assKKiated 
with which of the fallowing fields? 

(<i) Journalism (b) Motion Picture 

(c) Sports (d) Politics 

(e) Social Service 

23. The President's rule in a State cannot remain in force 
for more than: 

(a) six months at a time 

(b) one year at a time 

(c) two years at a time 

(d) two and a half years at a time 
(c) Noneoftheie 

24. Who amongst the following was the Minister of Ex¬ 
ternal Affairs in Union Cabinet immediately before Dinesh 
Singh took over in Jan-Feb 1993? 

(a) Madhav Singh Solanki (b) S.B. Chavan 

(c) N.K.P. Salve (d) Madhav Ran Scindia 

(e) None of these 

25. Who has wntten the book,'My Frozen Turbulence in 
Kashmir'? 

(a) KuldipNayar (b) Jagmohan 

(c) Aneesjung (d) M.J.Akbar 

*(c) Nissim Ezekiel 

» 26. A passenger plane belonging to which of the follow¬ 
ing countries collided with a military plane in February 1993? 
(a) Germany . (b) Sw^en (c) Croatia 

(d) Iraq (e) Iran 

27. Aung San Suu Kyi who won the Nobel Peace Prize 
for 1991, belongs to which of the following countries? 

(a) Myanmar (b) Thailand 

(c) Vietnam * (d) Japan 

(e) South Korea 

28. How much amount (in Rs crores) has the RBI 
decided to make available recently through NABARD and 
IDBI to revive the industrial and agricultural sectors? 

(a) 800 (b) 600 (c) 1000 (d) 1500 (e) 2000 

29. Hussainnagar Lake, where a huge statue of Lord 


Buddha is being instsBed, is in which of the following cities? 
(a) Bangalore (b) Hyderabad 

(c) Nagpur (d) Gaya 

30. 'NedaChand'anovelwhidiwonthe\VasSanuni6t 
I in 1993, is written by which of the foUowfog? 

(a) RamakantRath 

(b) Subhash Mukhopadhyay 

(c) Shiv Prasad Sin^ (d) Ram \^las Shoim 
(e) None of these 

31. How many families (approximately) got assistance 
during 1991-92 under the Int^ated Rural DevelopmaiA) 
Programme? 

(a) 15.7 lakh (b) 25.17 lakh 

(c) 30.12 lakh (d) 35 lakh 

(e) 36.85 lakh 

32. Under the Indira Awas Yc^ana, a sub-scheme of 
J.R.Y., how many houses were construct^ for SCs, ^ and 
Freed Bonded Labourers during 1991-92? 

(a) 2 lakh (b) 3 lakh (e) 3.5 lakh 

(d) 4 lakh (e) None of these 

33. The Nobel Prize for Economics for 1992 was con¬ 
ferred upon which of the following? 

(a) Gary S. Backer (b) Ruddiph A. Marcus 

(f) Edmund H. Fischwr (d) D. Walcolt 
(c) None of these 

34. Saburo Okita who has been awarded the Indim 
Gandhi Peace Prize recently is from which of the following 
countries? 

(a) China (b) South Korea (c) Japan 

id) Thailand (?) Malaysia 

35. A petrol fire cannot be extinguished by pouring' 
water over it because; 

(a) petrol generates so much heat that the Wataa 
evaporates before reaching to the surface of the 
petroleum 

(b) petrol gets diluted in the water and thus keepi 
the fire burning 

(c) petrol chemically reacts with water and dividw b 
into hydrogen and oxygen ions and oxyger 
keeps the fire burning 

(d) water, which is heavier than petrol, dips down 
while petrol rises to the surface and continues tc 
burn 

(e) None of these 

36. Recently 'International Buddhist Conference' wai 
held in India at which of the following places? 

(a) Nagpur (b) Sarnath (c) Patna 
(d) Sai^i (?) None of these 

37. Which of the following bills cannot be introduced 
first in the Rajya Sabha? 

(a) Money bills 

(b) Bills pertaining to the removal of the Presidert by 
impeachment 

(c) Bills bringing a State under the President's rule 

(d) Bills pertaining to the powers of the Supreme 
Court or State Judiciary 

(?) Bill proclaiming the state of emergency arising 
out of war or external aggression 

38. Who amon^t the following is the present Governor 
of the Reserve Bank of India? 
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j (fl) R. Janakiraman (b) C. Rangarajan 

(c) S. Venkitaramanan (d) A.P. Venkateswaran 
(e) None of these 

39. What is the projected growth (in percentage) in 
Gross Domestic Product for the year 1992-93? 

(a) 2.3 (bj 35 (c) 4.2, (4) 45 (e) 5.3 

40. Why was’ ihe famous playwright Vaclav Havel 
recently in the news? 

(a) He has won the Nobet Prize for literature for 1992 
lb) He will be the new President of the Slovakia 

(c) He has been elected as the first President of the 
Republic of Czech 

(d) He has won the Booker Prize for 1992 

(e) None of these 

41. Which of the following is the reason owing to which 
no civilian awards (Padma) were announced this year on the 
eve of the Repid^lic Day? 

(a) Govt has decided to stop conferring these awards 

(b) Govt is awaiting the verdict of the court on the 
constitutionality of these awards 

(c) Govt has decid^ to postpone these awards till it 
introduces a bill in the Parliament enabling it to 
introduce some new awards 

(d) Henceforth these awards will be given on the eve 
of Independence Day celebrations 

(e) None of these 

42. Which of the following is the period of the 8th Five 
Year Plan? 

(a) 1990-1995 (b) 1991-1996 (c) 1992-1997 

(d) 1989-1994 (e) None of these 

43. Famous player Maradcma is associated with which 
of the following games? 

(a) Football (b) Hockey (c) Golf 

(d) Badminton (e) Volley Ball 

44. As per the 1991 census, the rate of the population 
grpwth is highest in which of the following States? 

(a) Bihar (b) Madhya Pradesh 

(c) Kerala (</) Maharashtra 

(e) Nwie of these 

45. Who among the following has been appointed as a 
member of the prestigious International Commission on 
Education for the 21st century, set up by UNESCO? 

(a) Dr Karan Singh (b) G. Rama Reddy 

(c) KuldipNayar (d) C.N.R. Rao 

(e) None of these 

46. Which of the following is the correct description of 
'Sericulture'? 

{a) Origin and growth of plants 

(b) Cultural development of mankind 

(c) Raising of silkworms for the production of raw 
. silk 

(d) Raising of domestic animals for agriculture and 
allied purp>ose 

(e) None ^ these 

47. Calorie is the measuring unit of the intensity of 
which of the following? 

(a) Temperature (b) Magnetic Field 

(c) Gravity (d) Sound 

(e) None of these 

48. Which of the following Articles of the Indian Com- 
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mission envisages 'Free and Compulsory Education for all 
Children till they complete the age of 14 years'? 

(a) Article 45 Article 19 

(c) Article 29 (d) Article 32 

(e) None of these 

49. As per the Montreal protocol (signed in 1^7 and 
amended in 1990} a fund of how many i^lion doUars has 
been set up to phase out ozone depleting substances from 
developing countries? 

(a) 200 (b) 240 (c) 260 (d) 300 (e) 320 

50. Who among the following was recently honoured 
with Kalidas Samman for the year 1991-^? 

(a) Jagdish Gupta (b) Mrs Vijaya M^hta 

(c) HarindraDave (d) GirishKamad 

(e) Ustad AUAkbarKhan 

51. Which of the following worms enters the intestine by 
penetrati^through the skin? 

0^ Hook worm (b) Tape worm 

(c) Threadworm (d) Ringworm 

52. Retina acts as which part of the camera? 

(a) Lens (b) Focus adjusting 

(c) Film (d) Shutter 

53. Kilowatt is a unit of: 

(b) Energy 
(d) Current 

54. Which of the following ore/metal contains carbon? 

W Lignite (b) Bauxite 

(c) Phosphorite (d) Chromite 

55. Sun energy is produced by: 

(a) Fission of Hydrogen atom 
lb) /Fission of Uranium atom 

Fusion of Hydrogen atom 
Id) Fusion of Helium 


ANSWERS 


1. 

(b) 

Z 

(d) 

3. (e) 

4. 

(d) 

5. 

ie) 

6. 

{«) 

7. 

(«) 

8. (d) 

9. 

(e) 

10. 

(«) 

11. 

(d) 

12. 

(d) 

13. (b) 

14. 

id) 

15. 

id) 

16. 

(b) 

17. 

(c) 

18. (d) 

19. 

ic) 

20. 

(«) 

21. 

(«) 

22. 

(b) 

23. (a) 

24. 

ie) 

25. 

ie) 

26. 

(b) 

27. 

(«) 

28. (c) 

29. 

ib) 

30. 

ic) 

31. 

(b) 

32. 

(«) 

33. (c) 

34. 

ic) 

35. 

id) 

36. 

(«) 

37. 

(«) 

38. (b) 

39. 

(d) 

40. 

ic) 

41. 

(b) 

42. 

(c) 

43. (a) 






44. (e) Nagaland registered the highest growth rate of 

56.TO per cent. 

45. (a) 46. (c) 


47. (e) Calorie is unit of quantity of ftoif. 

48. (b) 49. (b) 

50. (b) (Kalidas Samman for 1992-93 hi^ been awarded 

to Amanur Madhav Chakyar, renowned Kudiat- 
tam daiKer and Guru). 

51. (a) 52. (c) 53. (c) 54. (a) 55. (c) 


(a) Work 
(ci/Power 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE 


* Read the following passage care* 
fulty ipid dioose the Deal anawet to 
eadn question out of die four alter- 
natives given below each question. 

Any nation which embra^ 
democracy is bound to suffer conflict 
in the initial stages of its develop¬ 
ment because democracy is not a pre¬ 
fabricated mould that a country can 
fit into it is a process of learning and 
evolvin: institutions and practices 
that will suit the country's particular 
traits. In a democracy dishonesty, 
pnde and dogma are always there to 
deflect , to distort and to betray. Per¬ 
haps there is no safeguard except the 
Vigilance of Ihe public as it becomes 
better educated in the ways of 
democracy and in the power of its 
opinions. The defects and short-com¬ 
ings of democracy are not due to any 
inherent weakness in its ideas buC the 
great responsibilities it imposes on 
those who carry them out. 
Democracy is not an unimpeachable 
ideal. It does not make people wise 
and good, kind and caring. It does 
not ensure that they shall vote ac¬ 
cording to their true needs or best 
interests It merely gives them the op¬ 
portunity, which is more than can be 
said for other systems. Democracy is 
not a perfect system, but it is the best 
that we have 

1. After reading the paragraph, 
we come to the conclusion that 
democracy is the: 

(a) perfect system 

(bj need of me hour 

icj best system 

(a) system with inherent 
weakness 

2. What is the chief trait of 
democracy? 

pre-fabricated mould 

(b) a proass of learning and 
evolving 

(c) dishonesty, pride and 
dogma 

(d) gaim of members 

3. A country that opts for 
democracy also opts fbn 


E conflict (b) conqjiDxrase 
corruption 
slow development 

4. What is needed in a 
democracy to suit a country's traits? 

(a) a strong personality 

(b) strong ideals and idealists 

(c) evolution of institutions 
and practices 

(d) collective leadership 

5. What is the most effective 
safeguard of democracy? 

(a) public opinion 
regular elections 
(c) controlled press 
(a) vigilance 

6. What does democracy offer 
to the people’ 

(a) wisdom (b) kindness 
(cj participation 
(a) opportunity 

7. The short-comings of 
democracy are due to* 

(a) illiteracy of the people 

(b) great responsibilities it im¬ 
poses 

(c) poverty and superstitions 
among the voters 

(d) none of these 

* Out of the four alternatives given 
below each word of the following 

a uestions, choose^tfie one which is 
le nearest in moning for the given 
word: 

8. pre-fabricated 
(fl) invented (before) 

•'(h) manufactured flbefore) 

(cj discovered ftjeforel 
(<0 researched (before) 

9. deflect 

8 cheat (b) frustrate 
depress <(<0 pervert 
10 vigilance 
,(a) watchfulness 

(b) eva-ready 
(cj contribution 
(a) delegation 

* Choose the wori^opposite in 
meaning to the word in the 
following questions: 

11. embraces 
(a) rejects (t>) hurts 
'' • suspects 


c) harms 


12. evohrifm 

fa) suffering A) stifling 
*{C) stagnating (a) retreating 
* In tile following sentences, you 
are to fill in tiie blanks with the most 
suitsble word. Four aHetnativee ant 
suggested for each blank: 

13. Team work ensured that ex¬ 
aminations went_wifliout a hltdili 

(a) off (b) up (c) on (d) of 

14. In most human activi^ 

society_norms of acceptable bO* 

haviour. 

S revolves ^ creates 
makes (a) evolves 

15. This has put the common 

people in a strange_. 

fa) situation (b) dilemma 

(c) condition (a) state 
16 To understand life, one has to 

be in touch with_. 

fa) facts (b) pe^Ie 
(c) reality (a) religion 

17. No artist_another artist a 

friend 

(a) cemsiders (b) treats 
(c) thinks la) thanks 

18. More often than not tho 
programmes of family planning fail 

to take_. 

(a) upon 
(c) over 

19. Until we produce pace 
bowlers, we will remain tigers at 

home,_abroad. 

fa) bulls (b) kittens 
(c) lions (a) bears 

20. The whole lot of us_asigh 

of relief when he finally emigrated to 
Canada 

fa) expressed (b) breathed 
(c) heaved (a) showed 

21. It seemed to me that we 

could now dose this_chapter in 

our lives. 

(a) sorrowful (b) painful 
(c) tragic (d) comic 

22. There was an_silence 

after the announi^ent. 

fa) eternal fb) awkward 
(c) eerie (d) uneaty 
* Read the following sentence# 
carefully and find out which part qf ^ 
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.» Mntence has an error. If you find no 
’I' error In a sentence, the answer is (5). 

1 23. Gradually after (1) having 

• recovered from (2) the initial .shock 
pi the pas.sengers burst into laughter 
(4;. No error (5). 

24. Unless we now adopt (1) 
scientific path and outlook (2) foreign 
nations will (3) totally dominate us 

(4) . No error (5). 

25. In urban society (1) the social 
circle is limited by the family (2) but 
in the villages (3) it encompasses the 
entire village (4). No error (5). 

26. Away from the city (1) the 
crops suffer from (2) loo much or too 
little (3) rainfril (4). No error (5). 

27. The religious argument (1) is 
not the only basis (2) over which the 
case for (3) animal rights rests (4). No 
error (5). 

2B. There are enough stories (1) 
going around (2) without our having 

(3) cooked them up (4). No error (3). 

29. 1 was loaded (1) with gar¬ 
lands (2) as though I were (3) going 
out to conquer the world (4). No error 

(5) . 

30. Roots of life (1) itself are scat¬ 
tered (2) like seeds in strong winds (3) 
that never cease (4). No error (5). 

31. Since time immemorial (1) 
torrential rains have provided (2) a 
atimulus to (3) the musician, the 
writer and painter (4). No error (5). 

32. It is not surprising (I) that 
her death cast (2) a pall of gloom over 
all those (3) who came in contact with 
her (4). No error (5). 

* Arrange the following sentences 
In their nahiral/normal sequence. 

A. and take stock of their skills 
and experiences. 

B. there are several reasons for 

this situation. 

C. for most people the age bar 
only means a hiatus (inter¬ 
val) to stop. 

D. so that they can plan how 
to find new avenues of 
keeping themselves busy 
ancl earning money. 

E. no one can afford to retire 

today. 

33. Which sentence should come 
First? 

A B C D E 

34. Which sentence should come 
Second? 

A B C D E 

35. Wlrich sentence should oc¬ 


cupy Third place? 

A B C D E 

36. Which sentence should be 
placed Fourth? 

A B C D E 

37. Which sentence should come 
Fifth? 

A B C D E 

* In the following passage some 
spaces have been left blank. You are 
required to fill them up by choosing 
the most appropriate woid from the 
four alternatives given for each 
blank space. 

Apart from the 38 stories of a 
few East Asian countries, the book 
has little to J9_ the poor. It makes no 
secret of the 40 that many African, 
Asian and Latin American _41 which 
have grown poorer In the last decade, 
will be ^ Ihe new century as losers. 
The future is 43 bad news for the 
winners as well. The more ^ among 
them are already wondering how 
long they can su.stain their 45 of af¬ 
fluence in an ecologically devastated 
world. 

38. (a) wonderful (Jb) surprise 

(c) interesting (d) success 

39. (a) help (b) inspire 

(c) cheer (d) lift 

40. (a) reality {b) asset 

(c) wealth (d) fact 

41. («) nations {b) societies 

(cj institutions 

(it) communities 

42. ia) awaiting 
(h) welcommg 

(c) entering 0) challenging 

43. (a) undoubtedly 

(b) indeed (c) clearly 

(d) truly 

44. ia) intelligent 

(10 sensitive (c) careful 
(ft) sensible 

45. (a) islands (b) pockets 
(r) colonies (d) interests 

* Which of the phrases (1), (2), (3) 
and (4) given below each sentence 
should replace the phrase under¬ 
lined to make the sentence gram¬ 
matically correct? If the sentence is 
correct as it is, mark (5) as the 
answer. 

46. As the poet ages, he natural¬ 
ly writes more and more of the 
proce.ss of decay in a life and time. 

11) through a life and time 

(2) in a lire and a time 

(3) in the life and the time 

(4) in life and time 


(5) no coirection required 

47. We cannot hope to find any¬ 
thing and are only likely to get ac¬ 
cused of hurting religious sentiments 
in the bargain. 

(ll ofrtfie bargain 

(2) over the bargain 

(3) into the bargain 

(4) under the baigain 

(5; no correction required 

48. Schools in rural India are un¬ 
able to provide even basic classroom 
facilities, leaving aside sports 
grounds. 

(1) leave aside 

(2) leave beside 

(3) leave besides 

(4) after leaving aside 

(5) no correction required 

49. As far as science and tech¬ 
nology are concerned, none except 
few privileged institutions can afrord 
the latest journals 

i ll nothing but a few 

2) none except a few 

3) none less tlian a few 

4) none more than a few 

(5) no correction required 

50. Had he accepted the clerical 
post, he could not be where he Is 
today. 

i l) may not be 

2) should not be 

3) would not be 

4) must not be 

5) no correction required 

ANSWERS 

1. (c) 2. (b) 3. (a) 4. (c) 

5. id) 6. id) 7. ib) 8. ib) 

9. id) 10. ia) 11. (a) 12. (c) 

13. (a) 14. id) 15. ib) 16. (c) 

17. (a) 18. id) 19. ib) 20. (c) 

21. ib) 22. id) 

23. (1) 'Delete after' i.e. 'Gradually 
having' 

24. (2) 'the scientific path' 

25. (2) 'limited to the family' 

26. (5) No error 

27. (3) 'on which the case for' 

28. (4) 'to cook them up' 

29. (3) 'as if I were' 

30. (1) 'the roots of life' 

31. (4) 'and the painter' 

32. (4) 'who had come' 

33. E 34. C 35. A 36. D 

37. B 38. id) 39. (c) 40. (d) 

41. (a) 42. (c) 43. (b) 44. (b) 

45. (a) 46. (4) 47. (3) 48. (1) 

49. (2) 50. (3) 
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Notes on Current Affairs 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS 


♦ KASHMIR; AMNESTY CONCEDES REALITIES ♦ J. AND K. 
POLLS IN 6 MONTHS ♦ RIGHT TO LIFE AND LIVELIHOOD ♦ 
MORE CONSORTIUM AID TO INDIA ♦ INDIA-CHINA TALKS: 
STEP FORWARD ^JPC BLAMES BIG BOSSES ♦ BJP 
LAUNCHES ANTI-CORRUPTION DRIVE ♦ DONATIONS: CONG 
SILENT ♦ NEW ORDINANCE FOR CONSUMERS ♦ INDIA WEL¬ 
COMES N-TEST MORATORIUM ♦ US BID TO HALT INDIA'S 
SPACE PLANS ♦ CRIMES AGAINST SCs ♦ BAN ON RSS ♦ 
INDIA-OMAN PACTS ♦ 

Jammu &Kashmir 
Amnesty Concedes Realities 

W HILE Amnesty International's recent reports on 
human rights have been highly critical of the Indian 
administration's conduct and policy in this arena, the 
organisation's India Coordinator, Mr John Nides, in¬ 
dicated on June 29 that the human rights body was 
highly sensitive to the nature of the insurgency in 
Kashmir. 

According to him, the security forces in the Valley face 
an incredibly difficult situation. The organisation is 
aware, he said, of the challenges from the well-armed 
insurgents. Working in a hostile environment, the security 
forces have been working 12 to 14 hours daily. They have 
to face ambush and life threatening attacks. 

While Amnesty did not question the Government's 
right to maintain law and order, it was certainly con¬ 
cerned about the cold-blooded torture of civUians and 
prisoners. Torturing civilians and suspects in custody was 
clearly different from reacting to guerrilla attacks or en¬ 
gaging in armed conflicts against militants. Custodial kill¬ 
ings in recent months. Amnesty said, had reached 
"alarming proportions" in J and K. Custodial torture and 
deaths were undeniably "a gross violation of Indian and 
international laws". Amnesty would like to verify 
whether the Human Rights Commission in India was 
simply "cosmetic" in nature or whether it had substantive 
powers. 

Influx of Militants: The latest reports from Kashmir 
show that about 900 militants have sneaked into the Val¬ 
ley from across the Line of Actual Control (LAC) during 
the past three months or so. They formed 30 groups. 
Official sources admit that while the Line of Control can¬ 
not be completely sealed, of late the border management 


has been poor. ‘ ' i ’ -J 

Intense patrolling and laying of mines had acted 
deterrents for some time but it has been discovered 
Kashmiri youths can still be motivated to join 
militants. One estimate indicates that over 
militants have been killed at the LAC during the la^ 
three years, but about 5,000 militants are believed 
still active. ■? 


There has, however, been some improvement in die], 
situation lately, judging from the fact that shops remafoi; 
open for longer hours in the evening. ^ 

Polls in 6 Months 

C ONFIDENT of further improvement in the law 
order situation in the Kashmir Valley, Gen K.V. Kri«^^ 
na Rao, the Governor, announced on June 29 that elecHOi^^ 
to install a popular government in the State would be hi{^ 
within the next six months. The people, he felt, were .li|d\ 
up with militancy and they wanted restoration 
democracy in the State. ;; S 

The administration is working to bring back nora^X 
cy within the shortest time, say three to four months, IK^. 
to restore democracy within this year. Gen Rao howev^ 
cautioned that Pakistan would make a determined 
tempt to "sabotage our efforts and create problems 
us". "Every possible step would be taken to thwart 
tani designs", he assured. > 


Militancy Declining in J & X; The latest reports ind^\ 
cate that Pakistan-supported militancy in the Kashin||’i 
Valley is at its "nadir" with militants suffering ma^l 
setbacks in the last six months, according to GOC-in*(^| 
Northern Command, Lt-Gen Sahnl. Arm^ militancy 
the State is stated to be at the lowest as the security forc^l 
have either eliminated or arrested top hardcore militaidlt/ 
of outfits in the Kashmir Valley. -^51 

"Effective deployment of the forces under the unifii^ | 
command have resulted in rich dividends", the GOC-in-^f 
claimed, adding that there had been a considerabJ§| 
decline in the movements of ttte militants who were find*^! 
ing it difficult to motivate people to join their ranks. ' jr 

In the last three years of army operation, a totaf'W 
1826 militants, including hardcore and top leaders, 
killed and 10,419 nabbed by the army. Besides, more I 
5000 AK-57 and AK- 56 rifles, 365 universal machine^D 
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and 297 RPC pistols and revolvers were seized. 

The army had launched "Operation Goodwill" in an 
effort to win confidence of the local population. The army 
has been instrumental in implementing certain power and 
irrigation prefects with the help of the people and Govern¬ 
ment. 

Right to Life and Livelihood 

I N yet another significant judgement, the Supreme 
Court on July 1 ruled that the Right to Life (Art 21) 
includes the right to livelihood. Arbitrary dismissal of an 
employee after paying him one month's salary in lieu of 
statutory notice period has been held as violative of the 
Constitutional rights guaranteed under Articles 14 and 21. 

The order of termination of services of an employee 
jeopardises "not only his livelihood but also the career 
and livelihood of his dependents", observed a three-judge 
bench of the court. A reasonable opportunity must be 
given to the affected employee to put forth his case and an 
enquiry should be held "complpng with the principles of 
natural justice". 

It may be recalled that two years ago a Constitution 
Bench of the Supreme Court had quashed the termination 
notice issued against some employees on the ground that 
they had been denied natural justice. 

More Consortium Aid to 
India 

G iving full consideration to India for the economic 
reforms it has been pursuing and the efforts it has 
b^n making to implement its adjustment programme, the 
Aid India Consortium meeting in Paris on July 2 pledged 
7.4 billion dollars as assistance to India in 1993-94. This 
marked an increase of 2(X) million dollars over last year's 
• commitment of 7.2 billion dollars. 

The aid will include a 2.2-billion dollar fast-disbursal 
assistance component which is regarded as crucial to 
India at this juncture. The generous aid, which exceeds the 
general expectations in this regard, would help this 
country to meet its transitional difficulties in the progress 
towards a more dynamic and competitive economy. The 
largest donor is Japan, which has expressed full support 
for India's reform process and assured all possible help. 

A day earlier the Uniim Finance Secretary, in his ad- 
, dress to the Consortium, stressed the successful efforts 
made by India despite phenomenal difficulties to trans¬ 
form and modernise the country's economy. During the 
past year the Union Government's budget deficit had 
been brought down to 5.6 per cent from 6.5 per cent of 
GDP. He expected continuous fiscal consolidation with a 
ifurtlier 1 per cent redttcHon in the current year's budget 
deficit The Finance Secretary also referred to the substan- 
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tial progress for structural reforms to modernise the 
economy. 

India-China Talks : Step 
Forward 

OR once the Joint Working Group (JWG) on the India- 
China boundary question, which held four sessions in 
Delhi at the end of June, made notable progress in their 
quest for effective steps to ensure peace and maintain 
tranquillity along the Line of Actual Control. The Group 
agreed on a set of additional measures designed to ensure 
greater transparency in the location of forward posts and 
military activities all along the border. It was the sixth 
meeting of the Group since it was set up during Mr Rajiv 
Gandhi's visit to Beijing in December, 1988. The measures 
to promote mutual confidence include prior notification 
of military exercises, prevention of air intrusions and 
redeployment of forces along the Line of Control. The two 
sides also agreed in principle to open a border trade point 
at Shipki La Pass (in Himachal Pradesh) in addition to the 
one at Lipulekh in the middle sector of the boundary. 

Both sides expressed satisfaction at the steady and 
perceptible improvement in bilateral ties all aspects of 
which were discussed during tire talks. China assured that 
the quantity of arms supplied by it to Pakistan was small 
and that Beijing's arms policy was not designed against 
any third country. China is equally friendly to India and 
Pakistan, the Beijing spokesman stated. 

JPC Blames Big Bosses 

T he Joint Parliamentary Committee probing the 
securities scam, in its draft report, has put the blame 
for the Rs 4,500-crore scandal mostly on Finance Minister 
Manmohan Singh, the Reserve Bank Governor and some 
foreign banks which, it is stated, played an active role in 
facilitating the wholly irregular operations of Mr Harshad 
Mehta and his associates. The Finance Minister, according 
to the JPC, could have exercised closer supervision of the 
securities and banking transactions to avoid the sub¬ 
sequent "disorder". 

He "regrettably failed" to appreciate that even the 
most casual comment by him could influence the nation's 
economy. He showed relative unconcern about the exces¬ 
sive speculation in stock markets, saying that he "loses no 
sleep on this account". To make the process of liberalisa¬ 
tion a success, it is necessary to have strategic checks and 
effective implementation of regulation... deregulation 
without effective checks and balances would be an un¬ 
mitigated disaster. 

<9 

The report said the ministry's failure to«nsure ad¬ 
herence to its own instructions contributed significantly 
to irregularities in foe securities and banking trahsactions. 



On th6 Finance Minister's contention that he could 
not be held re^onsible for lacunae in the administrative 
machinery of banks and financial institutions, the |PC 
categorically stated "the accountability of a Minister to 
Parliament for anything happening under the charge of 
his ministry is abwiute". The JPC, however, agreed that 
the sdution lay in having greater professionalism on the 
part of the boards of directors of' banks and financial 
institutions. 

Foreign Banks Blamed: The JPC has held foreign 
banks as the initiators of the multi-crore stock scam (as 
well as major players) and suggested that ail banks be 
brought under strict parliamentary control. The Commit¬ 
tee made seething criticism of their tremendous resources, 
their clout, their aggressive posture and posturing. 'They 
can, if they choose, play havoc with the economy". 

The draft report also dwelt on the impact of the 
shortcomings in the banking system on the liberalisation 
and suggested that to make the process of liberalisation a 
success, it was necessary to have strategic checks and 
effective implementation of regulations. 

The JPC has disapproved of the conduct of the 
Prime Minister's son, Mr P.V. Prabhakar Rao, director of 
a steel firm, for a dubious transaction involving a Rs 2 
crore-loan deal with Andhra Bank Services and Mr 
Hiten Dalai. 

BJP Launches 
Anti-Corruption Drive 

I N an all-out bid to woo the electorate with an eye on the 
next elections and to attack the ruling party at its vul¬ 
nerable points, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), 
demanded a mid-term poll and launched on June 26 a 
three-month campaign throughout the countiy against 
political corruption. June 26 was the day when Emergency 
was clamped in the country in 1974. 

Mr LK. Advani, the new President of the BJP (elected 
in sucxession to Dr Murli Manohar Jodti) explained that 
the campaign was intended to highlight the "corrupt 
practices indulged in by Congress governments, both at 
the national and State levels". He alleged that the Con¬ 
gress government was the most corrupt the country had 
seen. 

The surge of confidence and the party's intention to 
function in a more responsible manner to maintain a dean 
image was implicit in the call by its seniormost leader, Mr 
Atal Behari Vajpayee, to eradicate the menace of black 
money in pblitics. 

Donations by thetftte: The BJP will accept large dona¬ 
tions to Ihe party only through cheques, par^ President 
LK. Advani announced on June 21. AU party units and 

V' 


party leaders would be directed to scruptUously. 
that receipts were issued for every amount, large 
recdved by the party. It would also ensure strict aud^^ 
of the accounts. , 

During its 14th National Coimdl Session, hdd at:il^« 
galore, on June 19-20, the BJP also adopted a "social pdl|^ 
charter" which seeks to combat the "vidous canq>aig|iX 
misinformation and disinformation" against it anitjp^ 
broadbase its appeal by reassuring the ^lits, baclcan^ 
classes, women and other weaker sections. Dedaring 
the BJP believed in a casteless, socio-economic 
which would effectively provide equal opp<H'tuniti<Hr^ 
ail citizens, irrespective of their caste, oreed, reli^on 
gender, the charter vowed to eradicate the practices 
customs which were divisive and would demean thei^ 
nity of the dtizen. It pledged to "fulfil and complete 
unfinished agenda of social renaissance" to ensure thkt t^ 
people lived and worked in an atmosphere of sodal 
mony as equal partners and condemned the pradic^' j^ 
untouchability. The BJP favoured 10 per cent reseryati^li 
on the basis of economic criteria to all economicilli^' 
weaker sections other than SCs/STs and OBCs. The 
wants a Human Rights Commission instead of;.^ 
Minorities Commission to ensure for every citizer^ll 
better quality of life. 



On the economic front, the party observed thet j 
situation was "so chaotic" that the Government 
know whether its new economic policies were wfni( 
or losing. There had been virtually no growth in^|^ 
past two years, either in terms of national incomt^ 
jobs. The nation's debt, a measure of the count " 
bankruptcy, was soaring out of proportion and Wf. 
soon touch the Rs 500,000 crore mark. The foreign i 
which was supposed to have brought on the econ 
crises, had nearly doubled to Rs 230/100 crore in -^^ 
past two years even as the Goverrunent went aboutni^ 
its borrowing spree. In the recent byelections, 
people had expressed their lack of faith in the Cong 
Government. The voters had overwhelmingly,) 
pressed themselves against the petty, self-seryi^| 
manipulations of the ruling party. There is a decisive,I 
towards the BJP as the only alternative to the Congt 
The BJP made a quantum jump by 25 to 120 per cehitl 
Gujarat, 30 to 50 per cent in parts of Karnataka; an#! 
the panchayat elections in West Bengal, its strengtiit i 
100-fold. The BJP reiterated its demand for abroga^ 
of Article 370 and urged tite Centre to give up its 
kneed policies and formulate a firm and realistic) 
to solve the Kashmir problem, including concert < 
forts to declare Pakistan a terrorist State. The resah 
held the Centre squarely responsible fen* tile m4Si| 
Kashmir. It assailed Mr ^jesh I^lot, Union Mir 
State for Internal Security, for allowing the 
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, political sc«netoget''aggravated". 

Donations : Congress Silent 

A Congress spokesman on June 22 declined to com¬ 
ment on the BJP's latest decision to accept donations 
. only through cheques, saying "let it first announce how 
} much money it had so far received for construction of the 
j Rum Temple in Ayodhya". The spokesman alleged that 
[ the BJP had received hundreds of crores of rupees during 
; the past one and a half year which had remained unac- 
' counted. 

' He contended the BJP might receive Rs one lakh 
^ through a cheque and at the same time Rs 10 lakh under 
' the table. Asked whether his party supported the State 
f funding of elections, he could not say anything on the 
I issue which had already been debated in Parliament. 

' On the implementation of the promises made in the 
t party's election manifesto, the spokesman said that 
{ Panchayati Raj and Nagarpalika Bills had already been 
f passed, paving the way for decentralisation of power 
" down to the district and planning levels. Similarly, the 
i crop and cattle insurance schemes had been taken care of 
'i by the agricultural policy announced in Parliament 
Ij recently. 

I New Ordinance for 
I Consumers 

A new ordinance, incorporating the wholesome chan¬ 
ges in the Consumer Protection Act, was issued by the 
President of India on June 21, added a new dimension to 
' the law designed to protect the interests of the people. The 
I Consumer Protection (amendment) Bill, 1993, is pending 
j, before the Rajya Sabha. 

f The ordinance will give boost to the consumer move- 
t tnent in the country. A host of consumer organisations had 
been pressing for amendment to the Consumer Protection 
Act. The salient features of the ordinance are: (1) To en¬ 
large the scope of the Act so as to enable the consumers to 
file complaints in respect of goods which will be hazard¬ 
ous to life and safety when used, (2) To file complaints 
relating to restrictive trade practices adopted by a trader; 
(3) To enable self-employed consumers to file complaints 
j before the redressal agencies where goods bought by 
4 them for earning their livelihood suffer from any defect; 
1,(4) To add "services" relating to housing constructions 
f.iyithin the purview of the Act; (5) To confer additicmal 
ilpowers on the redressal agencies by way of awarding 
costs to the parties for ordering removal of defects or 
? deficiency from the services, (6) recall of goods likely to 
5 endanger the safety of public; (7) To impose punishment 
/ on the complainant in cases of frivolous or vexatious 

i lcomplaints. The States are now constituting full-time dis¬ 
trict consumer forums. 

lia AUGUST-93 COMPETmON MASTER 


The Union Minister for Civil Supplies, Consumer af¬ 
fairs and Public Distribution described the ordinance as a 
"great leap forward" and hoped it would fulfil, to a large 
extent, the aspirations of the consumers. 

India Welcomes N-test 
Moratorium 

INCE the US and Russian announcements that they 
would defer, for the present, all nuclear testing 
programmes are in line with India's own policies in this 
arena. New Delhi spokesman have hailed the leading 
western countries' gesture. 

As things stand, the US and Russia, and possibly 
England and France, will not carry out any nuclear tests 
until September, 1994. India has repeatedly reiterated its 
commitment to strive for a cooperative world order based 
on a truly non-discriminatory non-proliferation arrange¬ 
ment, and of course disarmament. The US policy of ac¬ 
cording priority to negotiations aimed at reaching a 
comprehensive multilateral test ban treaty has also been 
hailed. 

Since 1954, India has consistently urged cessation of 
nuclear-weapon testing and discontinuance of production 
and stockpiling of nuclear weapons in order to impart a 
notable impetus to nuclear disarmament. 

At the UN General Assembly session in 1988, the late 
Mr Rajiv Gandhi had underlined the urgency of imposing 
a moratorium on testing of all nuclear weapons and in¬ 
itiating negotiations for a full-scale test ban treaty. Such a 
treaty, it is agreed, would go a long way in arresting the 
nuclear weapons race and stopping the development of 
more lethal weapons around the world. A universal freeze 
on future development and deployment of nuclear 
weapons would also help materially in this field. 

French Nuclear Fuel: India's nuclear energy plans will 
be seriously affected if France stops the supply of nuclear 
fuel, as it apparently intends to da On July 7 the French 
authorities announced that they had decided to stop the 
supply of such fuel to India. They have resolved to wait 
for the report of a full inspection of Indian installations by 
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) before 
deciding to resume supplies. 

The French sources assert that their contract for the 
supply of uranium to India, which expires at the end of 
October, 1993, has been fully honoured by them. 

It may be recalled that so far India has declined to 
submit its atomic installations and plants to a thorough 
IAEA inspection, although the country's nuclear plans are 
entirely and unquestionably designed for peaceful pur¬ 
poses and the country has no intention whateirer to go in 
for manufacturing nuclear weapons of any kind;'*' 



Apparently, the latest Frraich decision is a part of the 
US-inspired pressure tactics against India. 

US Bid to Halt India's 
Space Plans 

P RESIDENT Bill Qinton of USA has reportedly sanc¬ 
tioned plans to halt or hinder the space programmes of 
certain developing countries, notably India. Apart from 
the US pressure on Russia to cancel the transfer of 
cryo^nic engine technology to India, tiiere are other 
plans to cripple the Indian space programme through the 
application of "extended sanctions" to end the availability 
of critical components which India imports at present. 

According to well-informed sources, the West, espe¬ 
cially the US, is feeling greatly concerned over the com¬ 
mercial applications of the successful Indian space 
programme in view of its military potential. The US mis¬ 
sion in New Delhi has prepared a detailed review of the 
progress made by India in. this arena. 

The Western sources fear that if the Augmented Satel¬ 
lite Launch Vehicle (ASLV), the Polar Satellite Launch 
Vehicle (PSLV) and the Geo-stationary Launch Vehicle 
(GSLV) are successful, they could offer stiff competition to 
the West as well as China in commercial launches. These 
sources ui^e the application of "extended sanctions" to 
stop the Indian plans. 

The western countries are also upset over India's suc¬ 
cesses in the guided missile programme which could 
upset the West's own Missile Technology Control Regime 
sponsored by the US. The proposed restrictions could halt 
the export of the requisite technology to India for the 
possible development of any kind of warhead. This would 
hit the short-range surface-to-surface Prithvi missile 
project also. 

Crimes Against SCs 

A standing blot on the Central Government and the 
State administrations is the continuing ill-treatment, 
togettier with crimes, against members of the Scheduled 
Castes. Such cases have been increasing despite the' 
publicity and propaganda carried on by the authorities. 

According to the annual report of the Welfare Minis¬ 
try for 1992-93, Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh 
temped in crimes committed against die Scheduled Castes 
during the last four years. The period has also shown an 
overall increase in die incidence of such crimes. The two 
States have accounted for more than half of the total 
crimes against the Scheduled Castes. 

Of d'* total number of 15,799 crimes in 1989, UP and 
MP accounted for 9A21. For 1990 die figure was 11304 
(6,094) for UP, and 5310 for MP out of a total of 17,735. In j 
1991, the-tWQ States accounted for a total of 17,677 cases 1 


with UP 4304 and MP 5380. ‘ > ^ 

According to the report, of the total erf 3,458 
during die period, 2,151 were lettered in these tv^^« 
States, 1,190 in UP and 951 in MP, Similarly, more t}ianlw|^. 
of the total number of murders committed during' 
period were in the two States. 

Unfortunately, the polidcal parties (engrossed as 
are widi other matters) and even the humanitarian 
have paid little attendon to dils matter. ' 

Ban on RSS ' M 

T he Supreme Court declined early in July to stay 
order of the Bahri Tribunal which on June 4 had stni^^I 
down the ban on the RSS and the Bajrang Dal and uplu;^ 
the Government nodficadon oudawing the VHP. 

Union Government had decided to move the Suprew'V 
Court for a final verdict. The tribunal held that while diedie 
were sufficient grounds for banning the VHP, su<4(-l 
grounds did not exist for declaring the RSS and th4 
rang Dal unlawful oi^anisadons. ' 

The Government had set up two tribunals on Janqw^. 
5, headed by sitdng judges of the Delhi High Court, 
hear petidons from the five organisations banned in 
wake of the Ayodhya incidents. While Mr Justice 
Bahri was to hear references by the RSS, the VHP and 
Bajrang Dal, Mr Justice P.N. Nag was to hear the plea# 
the Jamaat-e-Islami and the Islamic Sevak Sangh. “5^5 

The tribunals, a mandatory requirement under 
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, were to ccsnplip'' 
their work within six mcxiths. ]%.f- 

The BJP has demanded that all its four State govei^' 
ments (in M.P., U.P., H.P. and Rajastiian) dismiMed.^^' 
their connectiem witii the R%, be reinstated as the Bal^^ 
Tribunal had struck down the ban on the oiganisatiC^il^ 
Calling it a "landmark judgement in judicial history", 

L.K. Advani said the Government should "make imme^i^ 
ate amends for the series of crimes it committed ag;ai||i9t|| 
the Constitution in December ". j * 

The P.N. Nag tribunal has upheld the ban on 1^ | 
Islamic Sevak Sangh (ISS). ' | 

India-Oman Pacts :-iS 

P RIME Minister Narasimha Rao's visit to Oman in 

June proved very fruitful. Apart from promotif^P 
friendship and renewing old ties, the two countries sigh^E 
agreements on economic, trade and technical cooperati^ p 
and also an "umbrella agreement" on the hydnxatb^ r; 
sector. It was agreed to establish a joint commission'fit8> ^ 
eccHiomic relations and according each other the Mt>sl| ^ 
Favoured-Nation treatment (MFN) in trade, and also ^ ^ 
create a framework under which jmnt venture petrble^ ^ 
and fertiliser prefects can be set up and tiie two count^t I 
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I would give each other MFN status even in investment 
^matters. 

i A separate memorandum was signed for setting up a 
' major joint venture urea plant in Oman. The two countries 
I identified several other areas of cooperation, including 
! space technology and agriculture. Thus Indo-Oman 
'economic relations were substantially enhanced. A new 
chapter has begun in Indo-Omani relations. 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

.♦ PAK ARMY'S ULTIMATUM TO SHARIF ♦ US ATTACKS IRAQ 
i* U.S. APPROVES BOSNIA PARTITION ♦ END OF APARTHEID 
■ MSXT APRIL ♦ SOVIET REPUBLICS AT WAR ♦ SCIENTISTS 
' WARN OF ANOTHER CHERNOBYL ♦ POLITICAL MESS IN 
CAMBODIA ♦ INDIA'S CALL FOR BIGGER COUNCIL ♦ 

; CORRUPTION SEQUEL IN JAPAN ♦ DONATIONS SCANDAL IN 
(UK ♦ VIENNA DECLARATION ON HUMAN RIGHTS ♦ SUMMIT 
OF THE RICH* VIOLENCE IN TURKEY * W. ASIA ON VERGE 
OF FLARE-UP ♦ ANGOLA: STARVATION HAVOC ♦ 

Pak Army's Ultimatum to 
:Sharif 

F or many months the Pakistan army has been a silent 
spectator of the undemocratic happenings and under¬ 
hand manoeuvres of politicians in that country. Although 
'the army has virtually been the supreme force in Pakis- 
' tan—at the head of the Troika—^it has not openly asserted 
itself during the regime of Mr Nawaz Sharif But on July 2 
' the powerful army chief, Gen Abdul Waheed, gave the 
Prime Minister two weeks' ultimatum to break the dead- 
, lock with the President, Mr Ghulam Ishaq Khan, or call for 
^tesh elections. 

The latest stalemate between the two dignitaries fol¬ 
lowed the imposition of direct rule in Punjab on June 30 in 
a bid to curb the rebels whose leaders (they are allies of the 
'President) defied the Prime Minister's order. 

f But the Prime Minister declined to carry out the army 
chief's directive unless the President resigned from office. 
Jhe President appears in no mood to quit. As a result the 
^five-month old power struggle between the President and 
jthe Prime Minister continues. Inevitably, the struggle at 
jlhe top has paralysed the political set-up. The pro-Sharif 
Chief Minister of Punjab alleged that the President had 
''become like a king". 

Central Rule imposition: The political tangle in Pakis- 
j;an acquired another dimension at the end of June with 
pile Nawaz Sharif Government passing a resolution im- 
'90sing central rule in crisis-ridden Punjab where the 
Giovemor, Mr A Itaf Hussain, dissolved the State Assemb- 
,y on June 28 soon after its restoration by the Lahore High 
Court. 

I The resolution was passed at a joint sitting of the 
|;ountiy's Parliament in Islamabad. The resolution was i 
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adopted by 145 votes in favoiur and only seven against. 
The legislahue, after prolcmged discussions, requested 
the President to issue a proclamation under Art 234 of the 
Constitution to assume the functions of the Punjab 
Government and powers of the Governor, the Chief Min¬ 
ister and his Cabinet. Ms Bhutto described the move as "a 
black spot in the history of Pakistan". She contended tttat 
there was no material evidence to show that the Punjab 
administration had ceased to function in accordance with 
the Constitution. 

On July 6 the Punjab Government challenged in the 
Supreme Court the Federal proclamation imposing 
Central rule in the State. The case is pending in the court. 

Pak move to curtail President's powers: Pakistan's 
National Assembly took a first step on June 20 towards 
curtailing the sweeping presidential powers and prevent¬ 
ing the future dissolution of the legislature by any Head 
of State. The Assembly adopted a resolution to set up a 
committee to consider repe^ of a controversial constitu¬ 
tional provision giving the President wide powers, in¬ 
cluding discretionary authority to dissolve Assemblies. 

The proposal was not made by Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif's party but by a member of the opposition leader 
Ms Benazir Bhutto's People's Democratic Alliance, Syed 
Iftikhar Gilani. 

The Speaker would constitute the committee in con¬ 
sultation with Mr Sharif, Ms Benazir Bhutto and par¬ 
liamentary leaders of various parties. 

Conciliation Move: On June 27 the long-awaited talks 
between the Pakistan President, Mr Ghulam Ishaq Khan, 
and the Prime Minister were held at the former's house. 
At the 90-minute meeting, held at the initiative of Mr 
Sharif, the present crisis in the country was discussed. Ms 
Bhutto described the talks as "a positive development". 
She affirmed her party's stand thus: "We want a balance 
of power between the President and the Prime Minister 
and will not allow the country to become a fascist State." 

US Attacks Iraq 

O N June 27 the US, in a move strongly disapproved by 
many countries but approved by the UN Security 
Council, launched a missile attack on Iraq in retaliation for 
an alleged plot to kill former President George Bush 
during his recent visit to Kuwait The attack was aimed at 
Iraq's Intelligence headquarters but some missiles hit 
residential quarters, killii^ at least five persons and injur¬ 
ing several others. 

President Bill Clinton claimed that the Administra¬ 
tion had evidence to prove that ihe Iraqi Gaverrunffint was 
behind the plot to kill Mr Bush. The world was reminded 
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of the Gulf War days as a result of the aggression by the 
US forces. Iraq and its supporters condemned the attack 
as “cowardly aggression, completely unjustified and a 
violation of international law". Britain supported the US 
action while France was somewhat critical. 

Military experts said on June 29 that the successful use 
of CTui^ missiles in the raid 1120 kms inside Iraq, without 
any risk to Americans, may prompt the US to strike targets 
in Khartoum or Teheran if these governments sponsor 
terrorism. The US regards Iraq as the world's leading 
sponsor of terrorism. 

U.S. Approves Bosnia 
Partition 

P RESIDENT Bill Clinton openly conceded, for the first 
time, (in June) that the US was prepared for division of 
Bosnia into three countries if partition was what the Serbs, 
Croats and Bosnian Muslims wanted. His preference was 
for a multi-ethnic State in Bosnia but if the parties them¬ 
selves, including the Bosnian Government, honestly agree 
to a different solution, the U.S. "would have to look at it 
very seriously". 

He did not agree that Bosnia represented a failure of 
NATO. There was no agreement'among NATO partners. 
Its role was limited by the rules drat the UN imposed in 
the former Yugoslavia. He did not agree with the view that 
partition of Bosnia would be encouraging separatists else¬ 
where, for example In the former Soviet Union. Earlier, 
Secretary of State Warren Christopher opened the door to 
U.S. acceptance of partition of Bosnia. The United Nations 
was having problems implementing its planned six safe 
areas for Muslim civilians. 

Bosnia declared independence in February 1992, 
touching off a brutal civil war. The proposed partition of 
Bosnia into three ethnic States was agreed by the Presi¬ 
dents of Serbia and Croatia at talks in Geneva. But 
Bosnia's Muslim-led government opposed the plan, 
saying it would mark the "beginning of a catastrophe in 
Europe". 

The plan would give Muslims a State in central Bosnia 
around Sarajevo and the town of Bihac in the north-west. 
The partition proposal replaced the peace plan drafted by 
mediators Cyrus Vance and David Owen, which would 
have divided the republic into 10 semi-autonomous 
provinces. 

End of Apartheid Next April 

T he obnoxious and inhuman practice of racial dis¬ 
crimination (apartheid) Will formally be ended in 
April next when, in accordance with an agreement 


reached between black and white leaders in Joharti^Vi 
burg, elections will be held on an equal basia- That.vir^' 
mark the final stage of the transition from white rul^ 
multi-racial democracy. South Africa's first 
democratic elections have now been fixed for Apifil .2^*/ 
1994. Vi; 

Dr Nelson Mandela announced that the African NWf? 
tional Congress would soon decide to call for lifting 
international sanctions against South Africa. Dr M^del^ 
and President de Klerk, who met US President Bill 
ton, received a medal to honour thdr efforts to put Soul|;.^; 
Afi-ica on a democratic track. Mr de Klerk believed theDi^ 
would soon be able to lift the last of the sancticms impoeei^' 
in the 1980s. 

The latest reports show that all the political parties^ v 
South Africa have agreed to form a transitional execufiy^..;' 
council. Economic sanctions were clamped on Soud^V 
Africa to end apartheid and create a non-radai demoarafit^ 
form of government. The Inkatha Freedom Party howevei^^i 
stated that it wanted to see the draft of the proposed.^ 
constitution before endorsing the date for countrywid*^-; 
elections. f" 

.V‘ ^ 

Free democratic polls in which the black majofl^;j^^ 
would also take part would be a historic events. However,^ 
the white minority is still haunted by fears of a black^f 
majority in pi»t-apartheid South Africa. /v 

Heavy Loss in S. Africa RiotsrWhile talks have be^;}; 
going on between the South Afiican President De Ki^]k<v 
and Dr Nelson Mandela (the chief of the African National V 
Congress) there have been serious riots in certain parta;^! 
South Africa. ' --ff 

" ■> t 

The fighting parties are followers of the African NBi-.* 
tional Congress and those of Inkatha Freedom Par^Vl 
There have been spurts of violence in some of the bjat^v! 
townships. Several pec^le have been killed in the blttairt'^ 
warfare, some burnt to death and otliers gravely injured* 4 
In four days of savage fighting early in July 131 men wew..^ 
killed. ' ' ^ 

Soviet Republics at War J 

A S was feared by many people around the world, wara.a 
of various categories, including civil conflicts, haV’«^ 
broken out at several places in the former Soviet Union, 
fact, most of the Caucasus is reported to be ablaze as the'’" 
wars rage. 

Armenia has been fighting Azeria over the disputed^' 
territory of Nogomo-Karabakh. Civil war has been ragii^i 
in the neighbouring Georgia. Azeri spokesmen have adrV/ 
cused the Armenian forces of having crossed the borden|,f| 
and advanced towards tijte town of Agdam. The Ajpsjfc 


menians have levelled coiiinter-accusations against , 
Azaris. An offensive has been launched by th«n on tlu^; 
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; fronts, with tanks, planes and artiUeiy. 

With A 2 erbaijan in the dtroes of a political crisis in 
which the elected President has been toppled, ttte Ar* 
menian army has seized the chance to take military con- 
trol of Karabakh where several thousand people have 
been killed during the past few months. 

I In Goi^a Government forces have been fighting the 
' rebels without a break. UN appeals for stopping the 
, bloodied have failed. Georgian forces are currently con¬ 
ducting a mopping up operaticm to liquidate Abkhazian 
. commandos. 

! Most of these conflicts arise from ethnic factors, 
border and territorial issues and violations of agreed 
!: borders. 

Scientists Warn of another 
; Chernobyl 

R USSIA'S frustrated scientists have again warned 
against a Chernobyl-type nuclear disaster in the 
country. The experts at Aizamas-16, where Mr Andrei 
' Sakharov and others developed the Soviet atom bomb, 
] said accidents on a par with the world's worst nuclear 
> catastrophe could not be ruled out if standards kept slid- 
' ing. 

A spokesman for the Atomic Energy Ministry, which 
' runs Russia's network of 10 dosed nuclear dties, said the 
! protest came as no surprise. The Arzamas sdentists, in an 
: open letter to parliament, the Government and the Presi- 
i dmt, Mr Boris Yeltsin, outlined nightmarish scenarios 
, foat have haunted the West since the collapse of the Soviet 
i Urtionin 1991. 

Chief among these is the fear that nuclear experts 
' could sell their secrets to radical anti-western States 
; stich as Libya or Iraq, or that Russia's own weapons 
^ may be prone to accidents. The Government could 
not afford to take short cuts on nuclear research and 
; safety because a serious accident involving just one 
. weapon could cost $ 500 million or more to clean up. 
The nuclear specialists, once the Soviet scientific 
elite, have seen their privileges and real wages dis- 
: astrously eroded. 

Political Mess in Cambodia 

A fter the UN-supervlsed general elections (the first 
free poll in 23 years) held in Cambodia in May-June it 
' was expected that the approved programme for tfie future 
would be carried fiuough, but several developments have 
upset foe apple-cart The leader of Cambc^ia's newly 
, elected ruling party stated that foe Khmer Rouge guerrilla 
: group did not want to be induded in foe future govemi- 
; mmt but would not oppose it The Khmer Rouge had 
, boycotted foe elections and had said it would not rerog- 

f*. 
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nise the results. 

The U.S. favoured excluding foe Khmer Rouge from 
foe new Cambodian Government because of its genocidal 
history. But Prince Ranariddh insisted that foe Khmer 
Rouge, which controls about 20 per cent of Cambodia 
with more than 10,000 fighters, must be brought into foe 
national community. 

It has been formally announced that Funcinpee, foe 
party of PrirKe Norodom Ranariddh, is the winner in the 
elections, with a seven per cent lead over foe ruling Cam¬ 
bodian People's Party (CPP), which is hearfed by the 
Prime Minister, Mr Hun Sen. 

Since foe seceding six provinces are known as CPP 
strongholds, foe whole process is being seen as a strategy 
by the CPP hawks to extract a political prize from foe 
royalist party. The newly elec.ted corrstituent assembly 
reinstalled as Head of State, Prince Norodom Sihanouk, 
who immediately urged an end to foe secessionist move¬ 
ment led by an estranged son. The 120-member assembly 
was expected to draft and adopt a democratic constitution 
within three months and then form, a government. But 
Prince Norodom Sihanovik, foe President, announced foat 
since he was going abroad, foe task of framing foe Con¬ 
stitution must wait until he returned. 

Speaking at a meeting with 11 international donors 
who are being asked to finance foe post-election regime. 
Prince Sihanouk outlined the principles of foe constitu¬ 
tion, including human rights, freedom of religion, foe 
abolition of racism and capital punishment. He also said 
legislative, executive and judicial powers must be 
separated. Cambodia currently has no independent 
judiciary. 

New Govt Formed in Cambodia: After a prolonged 
inter-party and intra-party, as well as a leaderfoip tussle, 
foe various factions in Cambodia reached an accord to 
form an interim government which was sworn in on July 
2 A government announcement stated: 'Today our nation 
is irreversibly engaged in foe path towards national 
reconciliation, peace and development under foe high 
and clear-sighted leadership of Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk, Head of State." 

The 27-member interim government representing 
various factions will run foe government fra foe next force 
months while foe new constitution is drafted. The 120- 
nwmber constituent assonbly's unanimous approval of 
foe arrangement formally ended foe 14-year rule of the 
Vietnamese-installed Phnom Penh administration. The 
armed forces were immediately placed under foe new 
Government. The Khmer Roug^ will give up.'ccptrol of 
over 20 per cent of Cambodia and get a sfrare in foe 
Government. 




India's Call for Bigger 
Council 

ITH a view to making tite UN Security Council more 
representative and more efi^ve, India on July 1 
urged expansion of the Council by addmg up to 10 new 
members, including six permanent ones, to preserve this 
supreme body's effectiveness in maintaining intemati(m> 
al peace and security. The Secretary-General, Dr Boutro^ 
Ghali, who had earlier sougjht the views of all the 183 UN 
members on this question, was told that the number of 
permanent members of the Cotmdl should be increased to 
10 or 11 and the non-permanent members to 12 or 14. Last 
year India had proposed exparrsion of die Council. Its 
resolution was approved by the General Assembly. 

While only a few members have opposed the expan¬ 
sion move, there is no agreement on the pattern of the new 
composition. Certain details have yet to be worked out. 
One major hurdle is the opposition by the five permanent 
members of the Council who wish to retain their 
supremacy. Britain, for instance, has given a lukewarm 
response to the suggestion to admit Germany and Japan 
as permanent members, cautioning that the proposed in¬ 
clusion would ruin the Council's efiectiveness. The US 
however holds the view that the Council should reflect 
economic, political and security realities. France has said 
it would welcome expansion but tire new members must 
agree to participate in peace-keeping operations and as¬ 
sume global responsibilities. 

Corruption Sequel in Japan 

G eneral corruption in high places and its impact on 
electoral politics have claimed yet another victim in 
Japan—one of the most advanced coimtries notorious for 
bribery among politicians and a quick turnover of Prime 
Ministers. The sufferer this time is l^rime Minister IQchi 
Miyazawa whose government was defeated in the Diet 
(the Japanese Parliament) in June 19. A no<onfidence 
motion against him was adopted by the House. He 
retaliated by dissolving the Diet and directing fresh elec¬ 
tions to be held soon. The seemingly solid Liberal 
Democratic Party, which has ruled Japan for four decades, 
has now been split. The party has been repeatedly tainted 
with corrupticm charges. 

Donations Scandal in UK 

A major Hardiad Mehta-type scam has been reported 
rVirom Britain. It involved a big industrialist and many 
others. Naturally, the scandal has caused much embar¬ 
rassment to Prime Minister John M^’or, whose popuiafciftr 
rating is how the lowest ever. Many heads may roU in the 
$ 4/10,00Cklonations scandal. Mr John Major's Conserva¬ 
tive Party was said to have accepted money from 
electronics tycoon Asil Nadir,-who has since fled to 


Cyprus to avoid prosecution for offences involving 
lions of pounds. 

Nadir is reported to have given six dteques, totallii^ 
thousands of pounds to tiie Tco^ between 1987 and 1^ 
from a secret offritore bank account flirougjt which hi 
illegally siphoned off mcmey belongii^ to his cixnpany'ii 
shareholders. 

Nadir's public relations adviser has alleged tint h|t: 
had lent a vohro car to the wife of Michael 
Minister in the John Major Cabinet. Nadir threatened iqf> 
disclose tape recording of telephone and other ccmveiM!'' 
tions with leading Tories in the late ei^ties. Nadir also . 
claims to have evidence of entertaining former Ministen:^ 
and of helping to finance Mark Thatdier, the businessman" 
son of the former Prime Minister. 

Prime Minister John Majw's office has challenged 
Nadir to put up or shut up over his daim that he had tape 
recorded evidence of a N^ister alle^g that the securij^, 
services were responsible for tiie criminal charges against 
him. Mr Mates ^s already resigned ftom tiie M^stry.^ 
The new revelatioiu have prompted calls for resignatioite. 
of some more Ministem. 

Vienna Declaration on 
Human Rights 

HE largely attended two-week UN-sponsored wqrld^^ 
conference on Human Rights, held in \flenna in ^ 
second half of June did not acheive much because ^ 
prejudice, squabbles, politics and tiie war of words b(l^| 
tween various countries with Non-Gov^nmmtel 
ganisations (NGOs) entering tiie tussles on certain issuee« 

At times the oasic concept of human rights was qu«s^ 
Honed following the arguments given by certain countris# 
having an indl^rent record in respect of basic rights- h# 
developing countries pdnted out that human rights could- 
not be separated from the social, cultimd and politicfel/ 
context. 

According to American sources, the Asian atl4^ 
Africans do not care much for human ri^ts since "thtei' 
are more inq^ortant issues confrimting them." The Clintoh' 
Administration, however, seems to have made humiti: 
rights the basis of its foreign policy and its touchstone fbi(l 
judging tiie wortii and creditwortiiiness of a country. The 
US has been doing its best to universalise the concept oi. 
human rights, even tiiough its own policies are at timn 
vulnerable. 

_ * 'v 

The Vienna Declaration issued, after the conferei^.> 
recalled the Universal Declaration qn Human Rights 
urged pa^cufer care tp end such violations of rights a|| 
torture, racism, anti-Semitisqv^aihitiary detentions, ethr^ 
nic cleansing and politimUy motivated "disappearanotef^ 

AUQUST'93 OOMPETmpNMAST^ % 





None of these, it declared, could be justified by the 
demands of economic development or pditical exp^ien- 
cy. 

The US Administration ultimately accepted the 
demand of the developing countries to include the right 
of development in the charter. 

Summit of the Rich 

T he world's richest industrialised countries, at their 
19th annual summit held in Tokyo on July 7-8, reached 
an accord calling for the biggest tariff cuts in history. Tlie 
agreement, reached by the USA, Japan, Canada and the 
European Community, is designed to create about 1.4 
• million jobs in 10 years in the USA alone. The agreement 
covers 18 sectors and includes eliminating tariffs on eight 
sectors, including medicines, medical equipment, con¬ 
struction equipment, farm equipment, etc. Some progress 
was made at the summit towards market access to ser¬ 
vices. The British Prime Minister emphasised that tackUng 
unemployment was the most important task facing the 
G-7 leaders at the summit, the second issue being trade. 

Leaders of the seven participating countries called for 
stronger UN peace-keeping operations and hinted at 
stronger steps to end the war in Bosnia. But the big powers 
did not speak of using force to achieve the aim of pushing 
the Serbs and Croats from the 70 per cent of the country 
they control, as they had done at last year's sumnut. 

In the summit's political declaration the leaders ac¬ 
cused Iran, Iraq and Libya of violating international 
9 tandards of conduct and called for restructuring the UN 
Security Council. The other participants in the summit 
were France, Germany and Italy. 

The summit strongly condemned State-practised ter¬ 
rorism and urged extension of the Nuclear Non-prolifera¬ 
tion Treaty beyond 1995. It is widely believed that the 
Tokyo declaration was a moderate one in accordance with 
Japan's wishes. 

Violence in Turkey 

C ONSERVATIVE and fundamentalist Turkey was rock¬ 
ed by violence early in July, the main desperate group 
indulging in spurts of killings being the Kurdish workers' 
Party in eastern Turkey. Hie separatists shot dead many 
people and even burnt five women alive. They also burnt 
some villages before fleeing. Ethnic causes and bitter 
inter-group rivalries, apart from religious strife, are stated 
to be the main causes of the killings. In Turkey there are 
secular groups as well as extreme fenatics who recognise 
no limits and are apparently imcontrollable, reckless 
people. 

The Governor of Erzincan province disclosed that 
military units had been summoned to control the situation 
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and stop the senseless bloodshed. Disturbances were also 
reported from Kahraman province. Some of these areas 
are often disturbed by riots and other lawless activity 

W. Asia on Verge of Flare-up 

B ecause of the feverish build-up of weapons in West 
Asian countries, notably Iran, the situation in the 
region has again become explosive. The arms flow to the 
region, extending from S)n‘ia to Iran, is indeed dangerous. 
At least $ 24 billion worth of arms from the West are in the 
pipeline to the Arab Gulf region alone. 

Saudi Arabia is buying new ground attack aircraft 
and tanks from the U.S. The United Arab Emirates are 
negotiating to get more than 300 new tanks and the 
Saudis, Kuwait and Qatar are acquiring Patriot and Hawk 
missile air defence equipment worth over $ 5 billion. 

Worried by Iraq's periodic sabre rattling, Kuwait is 
spending at least $ 3.5 billion on arms purchases in the 
short term in addition to a $ 12 billion spending plan over 
the next 12 years. With hardly any righting men of its own, 
it is trying to recruit "stateless persons of proven good 
character" to beef up its armed forces. 

Everybody is selling weapons to the Gulf. Britain is 
selling Tornado jets to the Saudis and Vickers tanks to 
Kuwait. France is lobbying to sell Mirage Tosheikhdoms, 
Abu Dhabi is a likely buyer of French tanks with German 
engines. China is widely believed to have sold ballistic 
missiles and related technologies to Iraq, Syria and Saudi 
Arabia. Russian salesmen are knocking on the region's 
doors mostly with cheap, used weapons, and rumours 
persists that Russian nuclear scientists are at work in Iran, 
Iraq and Syria. 

Angola: Starvation Havoc 

D uring 1990 - 92 , men, women and children in 
Somalia died like flies because of utter starvation and 
disease. In 1993 it is the turn of the people in war-shattered 
Angola where ^ut 1000 civilians are dying of starvation 
and internal war amcmg rival groups. The United Nations 
has appealed for $ 226 million to provide food, water, 
shelter, health and education programmes to civilians 
trapped in the 16-year-old civO war between Unita rebels 
and government soldiers. 

The death-tdl was a conservative estimate which did 
not include casualties among soldiers.** 

Jonas Savimbi's rebel movement now controls more 
than three-quarters of Angola. 
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GAMES 

Hiroshima Asian Games 

T he Hiroshima Asian Games, to 
be held between October 2 and 
16,1994, will be the latest in Asian 
Games history. It would bring 
together 7,300 athlete and officials 
from 42 countries and regions, in¬ 
cluding five countries tom the 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States 

The competitive arena of the 
Games would span 337 events in 
34 different sports. 



Hiroshima, die hist city of Japan 
to be devastated by an atomic bomb, 
would also be the first non-capital 
city to host Asian Games. The 1994 
Games would be the second Asian 
Games to be held in Japan. Tokyo 
had played the host in 1958. 

Doves have been chosen as mas¬ 
cot to symbolise "lasting world 
peace". Poppo and Ciiau are the 
names of ^e Doves. 

The theme song for the Games, 
Thf-Kantgairukara (try, for you) has 
b^ composed and would be sung 
by popular Japanese singer, Kat- 
suml. 

ATHLETICS 

Wadd Recprd in 10,000 m race 

K enya's Richard Chelimo has 
shattered the world 10,000 
metres record wifo a brUliant solo 
run at the Stockholm Grand Prix 


athletics meeting. ^ 

Chelimo clocked 27 minutes 
07.91 seconds. The previous mark 
of 27 : 08.23 was set by Mexican 
Arturo Barrios in Berlin on August 
18, 1989. 

BADMINTON 

Badminton World Cup in Delhi 

T he World Cup Badminton 
Championship will be organised 
in New Delhi from September 1 to 
5,1993. The championship will have 
a sweepstakes of $ 160,000 (Rs 53 
lakhs) and comes through the spon¬ 
sorship of Indian Tobacco Company 
Limited. 

The tournament will be dedi¬ 
cated to the memory of former 
Prime Minister, late Rijiv Gandhi. 

CRICKET 

England-Australia Test Series 
Second Test: Australia beat 
England by an iimings and 62 runs 
in the second Test played at Lords. 
Thus, Australia took a 2-0 lead in 
the six-match series. 

Australia had won the first Test 
match of the series by 179 runs. 

Third Teak the Ihixd test matd) 
ended in a tame draw after Steve 
Waugh and Brendon Julian com¬ 
bined to deny Rigland a remarkable 
victory. 

Gooch crosses a milestone 

E ngland captain Graham Gooch 
became foe ei^th player to 
score 8,000 Test runs when he hit 
a century against Australia in the 
third Test match. 

World's leading Test lun-scorers 
(player, tests, runs, average, cen¬ 
turies scored): 

Border 144 10425 50.85 25 

Gavaskar 125 10122 51.12 34 

Miandad 121 8689 53.30 23 

Richards 121 8540 50.23 24 


Gower 117 
Boycott 108 
Sobers 93 
Gooch ' 104 


8231 

8114 

8032 

8017 


44.25 18 
47.72 22 ' 
57.78 26 ' ' 
43.80 19, ; 


HOCKEY 

Alps Cup 

I ndia ousted novice Austria, vta- 
a tie breaker, to win the ei^l^ 
nation Alps Cup Hockey Tourna¬ 
ment, played at Vienna. 

TENNIS 

Wimbledon Championships,. 19% 

P ete Sampras of USA, riding , d. 

brilliant serve that produced 22r 
aces, defeated Jim Courier 7-6, 7-6i'^ 
3-6, 6-3 to win his first Wimbtedorr 
men's title. 

In foe women's final, Steffi G»f 
of Germany escaped from an ap->' 

f >arently hopeless position to beat- 
ana Novotana of the Czecli^ 
republic, 7-6, 1-6, 6-4. This was 
lOOfo women's final at Wimbledc^-: 
This was Steffi Graf's flf^- 
Wimbledon title. 

Top seeds Gigi Fernandez (USA) 
and Natalia Zuereva (Beiarussut). 
defeated Jana Novotana aind hi^ 
Latvian partner Larisa Neih^ lift' 
lift the women's doubles tide 

The men's double title was wOn, 
by Todd Woodbridge (Australia), 
and Mark Woodforde (Australia). - 

WRESTLING 

40th Senior National 
Championship 

S ervice Sports Control Board;'. 

(SSCB) in Greco-Roman and- . 
Haryana in freestyle won the team 
championship. 

YACHTING 

12th National Inland Water 

Enterprise Championship 

S umit Patel and Kartik Deodltdi^' 
of Sea Cadet Corps (Bombay^;, 
emerged as foe overall wlnnera. - x' 
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I Appointments Etc 


^ Appointed; Elected Etc 

f Prince Norodom Sihanouk: He has been 

t re-installed as President of Cambodia by the 

I newly elected constituent assembly. 

' Gonzalo Sanchet Lozad: He has been 

‘ elected President of Bolivia. 

» Kim Campbell: She has bea\ selected as 

Canada's 19th Prime Minister. 

I Friipe Comalez: He has been re-elected 
as Prime Minister of Spain. 

I Gulbuddin Hekmatyar: He has been 

sworn-tn as the Prime Minister of 
I Afghanistan. 

Son Sann: He has been elected 
^ Chairman of Cambodia's newly-elected con¬ 

stituent assembly. 

. Air Marshal Swaroop Krishna Kaul; He 

' has been appointed the next Chief of Air 
Staff of Inclian Air Force. He succeeds Air 
Chief Marshal N.C. Suri. 

B.R. Bhagat: He has been appointed 
Governor of Rajasthan. 

Gulsher Ahmed: He has been appointed 
Governor of Himachal Pradesh. 

A.B. Vajpayee: He has been elected 
leader of the opposition in the Lok Sabha. 
He is a senior BjP leader. 

LK. Advani: He has taken over as the 
President of Bharatiya Janata Party. 

Siddharth Singh: India's High 
Commissioner in Zimbabwe, he has b^ 
•concurrently accredited as High 
Commissioner to Malawi with residence in 
Hsrare. 

Karl Peterlik He is the new Austrian 


Ambassador to India. 

Claude Martin; He has been elected 
director-general of World Wildlife Fund 
(WWF). 

Kama Devi: She has been appointed 
Secretary-general of Rajya SaUia. 
Resigned/Removed 

Ahvljhz Ekibey: President of Azerbaijsn, 
he has been ousted from the post by the 
Azerbaijani lawmakers. 

Surendranath Dmvedy: Governor of 
Anmadial Pradesh. 

Kuntoar Mekmood AH Khan: Governor of 
Madhya Pradesh. 

Distinguished Visitors 

Bernard Dowiyogo: President of the 
Republic of Nauru. 

Rand Vfidcremesinghe: Prime Minister of 
Sti Lanka. 

Tang Jiaxuan: Vice-Foreign Minister of 
China. 

Josef Zuleniec: Foreign Minister of the 
Czech r^blk. 

Died 

Sir William Golding: Nobel prize win¬ 
ning author of bitain. ife was 81. 

Undsay Hasseti; The cricketer who had 
the unenviable task of succeeding the leg- 
endry Sir Donald Bradman as Australian 
CridM Captain. He was 79. 

Harciuran S. Afnala: Speaker of the 
Punjab assenddy. 

Satyen Bote; Noted Hindi him maker 
and writer. He was 76. 


missions across Eurcqre. 

27—15 missiles pound Baghdad in retalia¬ 
tion for an alle^ plot to kill the frm- 
mer lYesident, (^ige Bush. 

29—At least 36 persons, including 25 
Army Jawans, ate kill^ in an ambush 
by underground Nagas in Manipur. 

JULY 

2 — Pakistan's powerful army diief gives 
ultimatum to Prime Miruster Nawaz 
Sharif to break the deadlock with 
President Ghulam bhaq'fOum in two 
weeb or call fresh elections. 

3— US suspends N-arms test tiU October 
1,1994. 

—More than 300 people are killed in 
Philippines as a floating shrine cap¬ 
sizes. 

5—The Supreme Court refuses to stay the 
operation of the Bahri tribunal judge¬ 
ment quashing the Union 
Government's notification banning 
RSS and the Bajrang Dai. 

10 — US President Bill Clinton says that 
there would be no reduction in the 
size of US troops in South Korea as 
long as North Korea poses a nuclear 
dar^. 

11— Russia assures India that it will fulfil 
its contract for the delivery of cryo¬ 
genic engines. The first cryogenic 
engine is to be ddiveted in mid 1995. 


EVENTS 


lUNE 

10—Eleven persons are killed by Punjab 
militants in Terai region of Uttar 
Pradesh. 

12— rThe UN forces laundi punitive strike 

on Mogadishu in retaliation to slaying 
of 23 Pakistani peacekeepers. 

—Elections are held in Nigeria to elect 
the first civilian President in ten years. 

—President Hashemi Rafeanjani regis¬ 
ters landslide victory in Presidential 
elections in Iran. 

13— Pakistani UN troops kill 20 Somali cit¬ 
izens in Mogadishu. 

14— The Erst riobal hurtum ri^ts confer¬ 
ence in 25 years opens in Vienna. 


16— Big Bull Hanhad Mdita declares tiiat 
he paid Rs one crore to Prime 
Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao as 
donation for his dection fund. Prime 
Miruster Rao denies the aHegatirm. 

17— Radical Mujahideen leader, 
Gulbuddin Hek^tyar is swom-in as 
Afghanistan's firot Prime Minister 
sinra the guerrillas took power vaote 
than a year ago. 

18— Prirtto Mimster IQkhi Mlyazawa loses 
nortrust vote. The House of 
Rqise^tatives is dissolved. 

23— Nigeria's military government annuls 
the JuqeTZFtesidentialelectians. 

24— Militant Kurds attack Turkish 


r r, ^ < i 
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Round-up of National Affairs 


MAJOR EVENTS IN BRIEF 

Religious strife—Setbacks to Rule of Law—Grievous 
blows to democracy and secularism—Judiciary's rebuff to 
Government—Verdict on reservations—^Policy of drift in 
J & K—Bodoland and Jharkhand Tkngles—Militants' ac¬ 
tivity—New Phase of foreign relations. 

f ' rom the standpoint of the Rule of Law, religious strife, 
intense intolerance, deliberate d^nce of the Constitution, 
established administrative standards, party functioning and 
observance of the norms of conduct in public life, the past year 
was one of the worst since Independence. It was a year in wnich 
secularism was shattered and public confines in the Govern¬ 
ment rudely shaken. As a result of the totally unexpected hap- 


badly tarnished. For many days it appmed as if the entire 
Indian system was on the verge of collapse. 

Blow to Democracy: The country forfeited its claim to be 
a civilised, law-abiding polity. In fact, the events of December, 
1992, and its dismal sequel, inflicted a grievous blow to the 
edifice of deniocracy. Fortunately, the religious frenzy, the riots 
that cost hundreds of liv& and the spell of serial bombing in 
Bombay, Calcutta and elsewhere in March proved a transitory 
phase, though its echoes loere heard for a long time. In parts of 
the North-East and Gujarat there were fresh outbreaks of com¬ 
munal disturbances a couple of months later. But there too the 
overall situation quietened down after a few woeks of dangerous 
turmoil. The uncertainty was farther intensified by the hasty, 
ill-considered decisions taken ^ the Central Government which 
received rebuff from the judiciary. Actually, many of its notable 
decisions and policy pronouncements were widely quationed 
and challenged by its opponents who scored successes as the 
weeks passed. 

The ruling Congress received setbacks in the May by-elec¬ 
tions to the Lok Sabha and some State Assemblies. The electorate 
thus added to the discomfiture of the ruling party and its top 
leaders, including of course the Prime Minister whose policy of 
consensus achieved little. 

The Congress pratige sufferedfartlm becattse efthe cease¬ 
less infighting and the growing dissensions and indiscipline in 
the party. Questions were often raised about the moral right of 
the Congress to remain in office afaer its repeated failures. 
However, the party has managed to survive and overcame tlw 
challenges posed by the reinforced opposition. 

Judiciary Emerges Supreme: A significant development 
during the year has beet: the assertions of the courts over the 
Executive and Parliament. The Supreme Court, in particular, 


has emerged as the final interpreter cf the laws, withfall pow^' 
to quash what it regards as legally defactixte decisions. Hie, 
judicial assertiveness, as in PaHstan, is likely to have serious 
repercussions on the functioning of the Indian polity, especidtjf. 
because there is a tr^ to go beyond the usual interpretations^ 

On March 30, the Aurangabad Bench efthe Bombay Hiffit 
Court overturned the result of the Lok Sabha election at Ahm^' 
nagar (South) constituency, and, more importantly, nam^, 
Maharashtra Chi^ Minister Shared Pawar as being party fa' 
"corrupt political practice" in the course cfhis canvassing thefal • 
The next day the Supreme Court pulled the rug from under Gcb 
Chief Minister Ravi Naik's feet by reviving the case to disqualify 
him from the House under the Anti-Defection Act. 

Then, on April 2 the Madhya Pradesh High Court set ashfa ' 
tite dismissal of the Sunderlal Patwa Government, holding thed 
tire President had not applied his mind befare invoking Arti^ 
356. The Allahabad High Court's decision holding invalid 1/*, 
ban on the RSS, and the Bakri Tyibunal's order on the ban ou' 
communal organisations fallowed. 

In each case the judges broke new ground as tluy ventund 
into the grey zone of their domain. And by sheer coincidence,\ 
each of tte verdicts hit the Congress (I). • 

V, 

During the year the usual assurances were given by tli^; 
Union Government that the country was prepared to meet 
military threats, including nuclear ones. Going by the offaM) 
pronouncements, there was no let-up in tlw defences despite fijtfc 
constraints. But several gaps and deficiencies have been farntd?^ 
by experts. 

Election Commission's assertions: Tlte Election 
mission again asserted itself in several ways: it ruled that d t 
political party which violates its statutory commitment: to} 
secularism can be banned under the Unlawful Activities'^ 
(Prevention) Act, 1967. In fact, the Centre has a responsibilififi- 
in this arena. The E.C. also suggested some poll reforms to\' 
remove a flaw in the existing rules. . ‘; 

In view of the Imppenings on December 6 last year and 
aftermath, the top lexers, including the Prime Minister 
self, sought a review of Art 356 of tlw Constitution whkdf’, 
empoxoers the Centre to impose President's rule in States whk^J 
are "not being governed in accordance with the Constitution".!.! 
President's rule was imposed in four States, which were undem 
BJPgovernments. This issue raisai heated controversies almosll:f 
all over the country. The issue is now b^ore the Supreme Courtiif 

The Court gave the final verdict on reservations and 
turningdoum the Congress Governnuml's proposal to introdue^i 
the economic criteria and upholding the previous order for:^^ 
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i per cent reservations, introduced the concept cf“cramy ktyer” 
comprising the better off section ofannety udtich wouU not be 
entitled to jcb reservations. 

\ In Jammu and Kashmir the Centre's policy of drift (not 
making any drastic political change for the present) continued. 

; Every now and then there is taUc of holding elections in the 
^ Valley in a bid to resolve the deadlock but no ^e has so ftir been 
fixed for the purpose. A Central Minister has been making 
,• contacts with political leaders to win them aver and help in 
i restoring normalcy. Terrorist activity has decreased and there 
f, has been a distinct improvement in the law and order situation. 

V Militants' activity continued in some of the Far Eastern 
■; areas. The Bodo tribals'demand is being looked into. A decision 

• was taken to create an autonomous Council for the affected 
} Jharldmnd areas. But the agitation by many tribals continued 
f because of the refusal of the Centre to concede the demand for 

creating an independent State. 

\ DETAILS OF EVENTS 

India Ready to Face N-threat 

• ♦ India need not entertain fears of a nuclear threat from 
1 Pakistan or any other foreign power as the country is in a 
' position to deal with any such emergency, the Minister of 
J State for Defence confidently asserted in the Lok Sabha on 
[ April 27. If there is a nuclear threat, India should not be 
i afraid of any eventuality from any comer for any reason 
il at any time. The fears expressed by the Opposition that a 

surprise attack could find the country ill-prepared are 
I. therefore baseless. 

I*, 

i India has a clear cut nuclear policy. "We shall not use 
nuclear energy for destructive purposes. We shall defend 
our freedom and strengthen the defence forces." Already 
I die country has made rapid strides in missiles and other 
I technology. 

} No let-up in defence; Prime Minister Narasimha Rao 
' assured the nation on April 28 that there would be no 
{let-up in maintaining the requisite level of defence 
f preparedness whatever the constraints. A review of the 
i proposal for setting up a National Security Council was in 
I progress as it was felt that such a body was needed for 
I 'Hong-term purposes". While the end of the Cold War had 
I led to a "modicum" of peace at the global level, regional 
I conflicts had assumed "the highest possible proGle". The 
>, end of the super-power rivalry had not ended the troubles 
I of countries like India; in fact, these had increased. Com- 
‘ mending the Chemical Weapons Convention, he said it 
was an "ideal treaty" which could be emulated in other 
Ij^heres of disarmament. 

‘‘ The share of defence in the overall governmoit expen- 
t'diture had remained more or less stable except in 1989-90 
Iwhen it was 15.5 per cent. The corresponding figures in 
^subsequent years were 14.65 in 1990-91,14.67 in 1991-92; 
114.03 in 1992-93, and 14.61 in 1993-94. This was "nota very 


' satisfactory situation" but fite best under the cfrcuxnstan-^ 
ces, considering the resource ctmstxaintand ofiier difficul¬ 
ties. 

Bid to Modify N-Policy 

# A modification of the Government of bidia's nuclear 
policy is now on the cards, though an early announcement 
in this regard is unlikely. A hi^-level committee, which 
has been carrying out a comprehensive review of die 
nuclear policy, is seriously considering recommending to 
the Central Government that it should accept the Interna¬ 
tional Atomic Energy Authority safeguards on some of its 
nuclear installations and make a firm commidnent to a 
no-first-use of nuclear weapons policy. 

Some of these measures would be introduced only as 
part of a wider regional agreement but others would 
demand unilateral action by bidia itself. These steps sug¬ 
gested include a unilateral/regional cut-off of fissile 
material production; a regional agreement not to conduct 
nuclear detonations; placing safeguards on new and some 
existing nuclear facilities; formal policy commitments for 
export controls on nuclear materials and technology; 
tightening export administration of nuclear materials and 
technology; extending the nuclear n&-attack pledge be¬ 
tween India and Pakistan to cover population centres (so 
far limited to 6nly nuclear installations), and an explicit 
no-first use of nuclear weapons commitment. A declara¬ 
tion to this efi^ect had been made by file Government in 
Parliament in May, 1990, but there was no follow-up in 
either India or Pakistan. 

147 N-plant Mishaps in 1992-93 

# The Narora atomic station fire in March this year was 
preceded by 147 Safety-Related Unusual Occurrences 
(SRUO) at the various Department of Atomic Energy 
(DAE) sites last year, the latest Atomic Energy Regulatory 
Board report for 1992-93 disclosed. Five of the 147 inci¬ 
dents involved fatalities. The report lists SRUOs that led 
to restrictive action on plant operations, including plant 
shutdowns, but does not specify the fatal incidents except | 
one at a heavy water plant where a scientist died after 
exposure to hydrogen sulphide gas leaking out of valves. 

The SRUOs listed by the report include a "jet fire" 
with 40-metre high flames, at file Thai heavy water plant, 
and an explosion at the Nuclear Fuel Complex, 
Hyderabad. Bofii incidents led to injuries to personnel. 
Indian nuclear power stations reported 28 events, but 
none wifii potential safety consequences. Htunan error, 
violations of technical specifications and leakages are 
among the causes of some of the incidents that led to plant 
shutdowns for periods ranging from 26 days to two 
months. Deteriorating health and safety status at a 
thorium plan^ Trombay, prompted the'^nanagement to 
order a shutdown of the plant in June last. Of 28 events 
recorded during 1992 from Indian nuclear power stations. 


IlSOMPETITION MASTER 


•S 


AUGUST'SS ANNUALNUkiUSn 


15 were rated at level zero and 13 at level one. 

New phase of democracy 

# India entered a new phase of parliamentary 
democracy with the introduction of the parliamentary 
committee system on April 1. 

The system has been tried successfully in China, the 
USA, the erstwhile USSR and the UK. Seventeen commit¬ 
tees have been set up, six by the Rajya Sabha and 11 by the 
Lok Sabha. These committees have greatei persuasive 
value than the Consultative Committees of Ministries 
which are formed by the Union Government. The need for 
having the parliamentary committee system emanated 
from the practice of applying the guillotine on discussions 
on demand for grants, while the demands of several min¬ 
istries were passed by Parliament and State Assemblies 
without discussion. The guillotine is applied even now, 
butthere would be the satisfaction of having discussed the 
demands of various ministries by the committees con¬ 
cerned. 

Education : Supreme Court Verdict 

# In a landmark decision the Supreme Court has held by 
3 : 2, that every Indian child, till the age of 14, has a 
Fundamental right to primary education, which he can 
enforce through the courts. Further, every Indian citizen 
has a Fundamental right to higher education, subject to 
the limits of the "economic capacity and development" of 
the Union and State governments. Both rights flow from 
the Fundamental right to life and liberty in Article 21 of 
the Constitution. Thus, capitation fees is unconstitutional; 
recognised and aided private professional colleges can 
make admissions and charge fees only according to the 
conditions laid down in the judgement. 

The judgement, which is binding on all, ends d\e plea 
by private colleges from several States against the two- 
judge bench decision of the apex court, in 1992 that educa¬ 
tion is an intrinsic part of the Fundamental right to life and 
liberty. The right to education is subject to only the Direc¬ 
tive Principles. Further, private Institutions cannot admit 
students and charge fees at their sweet will. They will 
have to abide by the conditions laid down by the apex 
court 

P.M. seeks review of Art 356 

# Although the Congress Prime Ministers themselves 
have made the maximum use of Article 356 of the Con¬ 
stitution which empowers die Govemmeit to dismiss a 
State Ministry and impose Central rule, Mr P.V. Narasim- 
ha Rao has sought a review of this provision. The question 
arose when the Centre imposed President's rule in four 
BJP-ruled States. 

The Prime Minister asserted that the destruction of 
the Ayodhya mosque was not "accidental but was pre¬ 
planned". The UP. Government's failure to honour its 


iSii 

assurance to the Centw and the Suftttterte Godrt 
safeguarding die mosque had ^ken the federal strpcjlt.^ 
of the country. vj" 

"For the first time in history. Art 356 has been ptJt to;' 
test. There is a lacuna in it. It hM to be made good", 
said. The question is what happens to the Coristitutidfi;^r 
India. It lies shattered. Art 356 lies shattered. He 

like constitutional experts to go into the issue. ^ ^ 

' ' 

The Narasimha Rao Government scored an impre|>|^l 
sive victory on December 21 when the Lok Sabha rqected^r 
by 334 votes to 106, the BjP-sponsored a "no-confldeno^P^ 
motion against it There were 47 absentees. The Janata 1^;^ 
M.P.S abstained during the voting. The other constltuehl^f 
of die National Front and the Left combine voted agair^;!^ 
die "no<onfidence" motion. '• 

Panchayati Raj Bill 

* On December 23 Parliament approved the histork, ' 
Panchayati Raj and Nagarpalika Bills providing for 
decentralisation of power down to the village level andr*' 
involving the people in the decision-making process. 

The two Constitution Amendment Bills— 72nd and.,'; 
73rd—^were approved by all excqit the DMK members v, 
who were against the provision of a three-tier system as'l 
provided in the Bills and wanted only a two-tier systenfe' •; 


The 72nd Constitution Amendment Bill seeks to prof-S 
vide, among other things, formation of panchayats at 
village and other levels, direct elections to all seats 
panchayats, reservation of seats for Scheduled Castes and*;* 
Scheduled Tribes and fixing of a tenure of five years 
panchayats. The 73rd Constitution Amendment 
provides for formation of three types of municlpaliti<te;C 
and reservation of seats in every municipality for,/; 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, women arwitv; 
backward classes. It also provides for devolution erf. ^ 
powers and responsibilities upon die municipalities by’. 
die State legislatures and levy of taxes and duties by { 
municipalities. : 

** 

The regulation of new provisions, including periodic,', 
elections of panchayats every five years, would help 
realise the objectives of "gram swaraj", an idea cherished' 
by Mahatma Gandhi. The reservation of one-third of seate •. 
for women is a revolutionary step towards greater invot*V 
vement of women to exercise dieir poiitical rights at thif.rf 
grassroot level. 


Final Verdict on Reservations V;' 

w - I' % / 

* The final ruling on die ticklish issue of job reservatitwis; j 
in Government services was given by the Supreme Court'- j 
on November 16 last By a majority 6-3 verdict, the Court;.;.; 
ruled that the notification issued by die Nadonal Fro^V^; 
Government two years ago providing for 27 per centjOT'^; 
quotas for Other Backward Classes (OBCs) was enfor^^ 
able provided the Government removed the economical'" 
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better-off people from the list of beneficiaries. 

The apex Court struck down the amended notifica¬ 
tion issued by the Narasimha Rao Government on Sep¬ 
tember 25,1991, by which 10 per cent posts were reserv^ 
for other economically backward sections who were not 
covered by any of the existing reservation schemes. The 10 
per cent reservation based on economic criteria was also 
turned down because total reservation cannot exceed 50 
per cent. There is to be no reservation in promotions. 

On February 1,1993, the Central Government issued 
an ordinance to set up a permanent commission to iden¬ 
tify backward classes eli^ble for the benefits of reserva¬ 
tion, as directed by the Supreme Court. The commission 
would entertain and scrutinise requests for inclusion and 
complaints of over-inclusion and under-inclusion in the 
lists of backward classes. 

"Creamy Layer": The Supreme court held that the 
"creamy layer" {the well-off, socially and economically 
advanced sections of society) would be a misfit in the 
classes given reservations. According to the experts panel, 
people among the socially and educationally backward 
classes with gross annual income of Rs 1 lakh and above 
are to be considered the "creamy layer" among the back¬ 
ward classes and would be excluded from the benefit of 
reservations in government jobs. Alternatively, the 
"creamy layer" would constitute people with wealth 
above the exemption limit laid down in the Wealth Tax 
Act. Such people should have the level of income or 
wealth for ^ree consecutive years. 

The committee has Included class I officers of Central 
and State services, public sector undertakings, armed for¬ 
ces and para-military forces, the professional class. In¬ 
cluding the trade, business and industry, and property 
owners for the rule of exclusion. Persoru having gross 
annual income of Rs 1 lakh and above would also be 
excluded from the benefit of reservations. 

Militants' rule in Manipur 

# The writ of militants runs stronger in Manipur than 
that of the Government. Crime there is increasing fast and 
communal forces are in full play. The grim situation is 
compounded by ethnic and communal tensions, soaring 
unemployment and a total lack of development activity. 
Though the communal clashes between the Meiteis and 
Manipuri Muslims, known as Pangals, have been con¬ 
tained at a superficial level, there is an element of fear and 
mistrust in the minds of the people. While the State ad¬ 
ministration remains in a state of perpetual paralysis, the 
militants virtually run a "parallel government", dispens¬ 
ing justice, enforcing prohibition and a strict moral code. 
Some groups are striking terror through extortion and the 
use of the gun and a populist reform movement. Either 
way, they score over the Government. 

There are times when the grievances of the people can 
COMPETITION MASTER M 


be redressed quicker by these groups than by a lethargic 
administration. The militants seem to function freely 
under the very nose of the State Government. They have 
entrenched themselves even in the urban areas. 

According to the Chief Minister, Mr R.K. Dorendra 
Singh, the Government is now determined to flush out 
militants from the State. He blames the insurgent groups 
for the current imrest in the State. Some militant outfits 
were behind the recent communal clash», he says. Joint 
operations have already been launched by the Army, 
police and para-military forces against extremists. There 
are 17 armed outfits operating in f^nipur. Apact from the 
powerful National Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN), 
the PLA, the UNLF and the People's Revolutionary Party 
of Kangleipak (PREPAK), a several new organisations 
have sprung up. 

Growing Militancy in Bodo Areas 

# Despite the understanding reached by the Central 
leaders with spokesmen of the Bodo tribal areas, killings, 
other militant activity and the agitation have been increas¬ 
ing. In response to a call given by the All Bodo Students 
Union (AKU) and the Bodo People's Action Committee 
(BPAC)—the two organisations which signed the 
Bodoland Autonomous Council accord with die State 
government, 244 persons formally gave up their arms on 
April 25, but much of what they gave up were antiquated 
weapons. The claims of the Government about a speedy 
return to peace on the north bank of the Brahmaputra 
seem hollow. The Bodo Security Force outfit is inimical to 
the organisations which signed the accord. 

Not only have Bodo Security force militants been on a 
killing spree in the districts of Darrang and Sonitpur on 
the north bank, they have also struck terror in Assam tea 
industry by their extortion demands. This outfit is respon¬ 
sible for the sensational kidnapping of the Ibta Tea execu¬ 
tive. The abductor are reported to have demanded a 
ransom of Rs 15 croie in U.S. dollars for the release of Mr 
Bordoloi, son of Assam's first Chief Minister. The outfit 
has also slapped a Rs 5 croie extortion denuind on the 
Williamson Magor group. 

The Bodo Security Force, which has struck terror in 
Assam with its series of kidnappings of executives and 
businessmen, suffered a reverse when some close rela¬ 
tives of its "chairman" were abducted by some imiden- 
tified persons. There was a near simultaneous abduction 
of four persons, including the brother and sister of the 
Bodo S^urity Force supremo. While some say that the 
kidnappings are the handiwork of rival groups, others 
see them as the police's attempt to get a stranglehold 
over the outfit. 

Mr Bolin Bordoloi, Tata tea executive, has been held 
captive by the Bodo Security Force since April 8. The 
militant outfit has sought a ransom of Rs 15 croie for his 
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release. 

J & K Policy of Drift 

♦ No notable progress was made during the past year 
in the efforts to restore normalcy in the troubled State 
of J &c K. There seems to be no «\d to the embittered 
environment in the Valley. Every now and then there is 
talk of,holding elections/ but the fact is that there can be 
no elections until normalcy is restored, and of this there 
seems to be little hope at ^e moment. Murders and kid¬ 
nappings have decreased but tensions and turbulance by 
Hizbul units continue. 

Union Minister of State Rajesh Pilot has been spend¬ 
ing a lot of energy rushing about the place, holding 
earnest consultations with officials, both civil and 
military. But the prospects of a settlement seem bleak. 
What is needed is a clear policy approach on the part of 
the Centre. The two items which have been responsible for 
antagonising the people in. the valley are the combing 
operations and the custodial deaths. IGishmir leaders lay 
stress on the need to announce the extent of autonomy the 
Centre is willing to grant. 

Kashmir had another dismal experience in April this 
year when over 5,000 policemen rebelled against their 
superiors and defied orders. There were allegations of 
human rights violations by security forces (military men). 
The revolt followed a custodial death of a constable at the 
hands of security forces. For some hours it was verily an 
eyeball-to-eyeball confrontation between the policemen, 
armed with light machine-guns and other sophisticated 
firearms, and the para-military forces ready in their ar¬ 
moured vehicles and with modem weapons. The situa¬ 
tion bristled with the ingredients of an explosion. The 
situation was saved by the Director-General of Police and 
the Additional Chief Secretary (Home). Ultimately, the 
rebel policemen were disarmed widrout causing blood¬ 
shed. 

Elections in States 

♦ The Congress scored notable victories in the elections 
held in February, 1993, for die 60-member State As¬ 
semblies of Nagaland and Meghalaya. 

The Congress emerged as the largest party with 24 
seats in Meghalaya. The deficit was made up by eight 
independents who lent their support to the Congress. Mr 
Selsang C. Marak became the new Chief Minister, 

Left Front Triumph in THpuru: The CPM-led Left 
Front-Janata Dai Alliance swept tiie Tripura polls held on 
April 3, capturing over two-thirds majority in tite 60- 
member Assembly. The Congress-TUJ combine fared 
poorly and was ousted from office after a gap of about five 
years. Its regime was unpopular and ineff^ve; besides, 
there were allegations of corruption against the ministry. 
The victory margins of die Left Front candidates were 


convincing, while the few siicoessful Congress nomiheM. 
could just scrape through. The final tally was CP(M) 44« i 
Cong(i) 10, FSP 2, Forward Bloc 1, Hill People's Party li ;; 
TUJS—1. Mr Deshrath Deb became dte new Chief j) 
ster. 

Iripura has been a stronghold of the CPM ever eitice 
it was formed and the five-year Congress rtile was «n'' 
exception. 

E.C. Verdict on Unsecular Parties 

# The Election Commission has rul«l that a politiod/ - 

party which has violated its statutory commitment to. .; 
secidarism, can be banned under the Unlawful Activiti^ 
(Prevention) Act, 1967. The Central government has a. 
"responsibility" to declare such a party unlawful. Ute 
party will consequently be de-registered as it "shall cease ; 
to exist in the eyes of the law". The commi«ion laid down' ' 
this principle on petitions seeking de-registration of dte 
Bharatiya Janata Party following Mr L.K. Advani's Rath . 
■yatra from Somnath to Ayodhya. ;• 

Verma Commission Verdict « 

# Several deficiencies have been found by the Verma, < 

Commission, appointed to enquire into the assassination 
of Mr Rajiv Gandhi, In the country's security system. The ’ 
Commission has strongly indicted the Centre, the Inhdv ^ 
ligence Bureau (IB) and the ‘Thmit Nadu police for failunt: 
to provide "proximate security" to Mr Rajiv Gandhi leadi*' .’;;;. 
ing to his assassination by a human bomb at Sriperum*' .^^ 
budur on May 21,1991. The report chastised the Congreflt.'^ 
workers and organisers of the fateful election meeting for X 
not cooperating with the police and creating impediments' < 
in making proper security anrangements there. ' 

The commission, headed by Justice J.S. Verma, reccMn*. 
mended several measures to remove the shortcomings. It ’ 
observed friat the lessons of Mr Rajiv Gandhi's assassins- 
don had still not been learnt and some weaknesses had''/ 
been noticed in the security arrangements for P.V. N 
Narasimha Rao. The Commission proposed suitable j 
guidelines in organising VIP programmes in coivsultatioil 
with major political parties. 

Among the other recommendations were setting upX 
of a special security force in all States and Union Ti^ '* 
ritories to provide proximate security to VIPs, furthetf .'J 
improvement of State intelligence agencies, interactioiv.'| 
between the I.B. and State Intelligence agencies and $pe^‘, | 
dal arrangements to provide security cover to political ; | 
leaders during elections. | 

Government disagrees: The Central Government has .|| 
disagreed with the Verma Commission that it had failed 
to provide suitable security cover to Mr Rajiv Gandhi andrll 
that the Intelligence Bureau (IB) had not shared intelx!:;| 
ligence information with the Tamil Nadu police. In-i^j| 
memorandum the Government said it "finds it difficult td^il 
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■ share the perception of the Commission on the lapses 
attributed to the Central Government and the IB". 

j New Set of Poll Refomis 

• # Early in May the Election Commission suggested that 
an election need not be countermanded on Bte death of 
any candidate. In its proposals to the Government the 
Commission said recognised political parties should be 
allowed the option of either adopting any of the inde¬ 
pendent candidates or nominating a new candidate. 

Last year the Government had enacted a measure to 
provide for countermanding an election only in the case 
of death of a candidate belonging to a recognised political 
party. 

The Election Commission has also recommended that 
in such cases, the limit of election expenses should stand 
automatically enhanced to one and a half times of the 
original limit. 

A significant proposal by the Commission relates to 
publication and audit of accounts of political parties, ft 
has recommended that every political party, registered 
with the Commission, should publish its accounts annual¬ 
ly- 

Sack of M.P. Govt "Invalid" 

♦ A judgement of far-reaching importance was delivered 
on April 2 by the Madhya Pradesh High Court, quashing 
the Presidential order, issued some weeks earlier, dismiss¬ 
ing the Madhya Pradesh Government headed by Mr S.L. 
Patwa of the BjP and dissolving the State Assembly fol¬ 
lowing the Ayodhya incidents of December 6. The 
President's order was issued under Article 356 of the 
Constitution. It was for the first time that the judiciary has 
held invalid an order of the President dismissing a State 
government. The Centre has filed an appeal against the 
High Court judgement. 

The case involves a substantial question of law and 
interpretation of the Constitution. The High Court's view 
was that the President's order went beyond the scope of 
Art 356. Tlic constitutional machinery had not broken 
down, nor had the Governor submitted any report or 
made a recommendation for imposition of Presidential 
rule. There was no material on record to indicate that the 
Government of the State could not be carried on in accord¬ 
ance with the Constitution. 

Jharkhand : New Sub State 

# The 70-year-old agitation for the creation of a new 
political entity of Jharkhand virtually ended on March 21 
with an agreement between the Centre and the tribal 
leaders for formation of a Jharkhand Swashashi Kshetra 
{Jharkhand autonomous territory). Representatives of the 
i4-party Jharkhand Rajya Sarwadaliya Sangharsh Samiti 
accepted the plan to give the territory the status of a 
sub-State within Bihar. 


The Union Government intends to hold discussions 
with spokesmen of all die State governments concerned 
before creating a new entity. The tribal leaders have 
agreed to the formula which envisages the fbnnation of an 
elected council for the tribal region with Bnancial and . 
administrative powers more than the Bodoland Council. 

The proposed Council will have 125 members. The 
leader of the majority party in the Council will be desig¬ 
nated as Chief Executive Councillor (CEC) and ttiere will 
be a Deputy Chief Executive Councillor. The CEC will 
constitute his Cabinet or the Executive Council which will 
run the administration of the territory. The tribal leaders 
are aware that a separate State would not be acceptable to 
either the Centre or the Bihar Government at this juncture. 

A sub-State is regarded as a stepping stone to the goal of 
a separate Jharkhand State. 

Hijackings Galore 

♦ During the past year cases of aircraft hijacking oc¬ 
curred frequently in the country, with the result that in 
many parts of the world India is now regarded as an area 
where safety and security of airports are constantly in 
danger. The latest case—fourth since January this year 
and the second in a fortnight—occurred on April 24 when 
a Kashmiri separatist hijacked an I.A. Boeing-737 with 135 
people on board, to Amritsar and threatened to blow up 
the plane if it was not allowed to fly to Kabul. The plane 
was on a Delhi-Srinagar flight overflying Pathankot. The ' 
pilot brought the plane to Amritsar where, after futile 
negotiations. Commandos caught the hijacker. 

On April 10, a Delhi-bound plane from Lucknow was 
hijacked by four students. The i35-minute drama ended 
when passengers overpowered them. Earlier, on March 27 
an Airbus IC-439 was diverted while on a Hyderabad- 
Lucknow-Delhi flight. The Union Government has 
strengthened airport security. 

Kidnappings and Ransom 

# Kidnapping cases in Delhi and elsewhere, along with 
the allied issue of ransom, increased during the past few 
months. The law dealing with such cases is being 
strengthened. In April Parliament passed the Criminal 
Law (Amendment) Bill, 1992 with the Home Minister, Mr 
S.B. Chavan, asserting that it would cover all kinds of 
kidnapping and abduction cases for deterrent punish¬ 
ment. The measure seeks to amend the Indian Penal Code 
to provide for stringent punishment to the terrorists in¬ 
volved in kidnappings for ransom or creating panic 
among the people or securing release of arrest^ as¬ 
sociates. 

The Home Minister assured that alleged involvement 
of police officials in the kidnapping of top businessmen 
and industrialists would be investigated and strict action 
taken against those involved in seffiing raiuom for their 
release. One of the victims was believed to have paid a 
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ransom between Rs one crote and Rs five crore for his 
release. The intelUgence ^thering madunery has been 
geared up. 

Bomb blasts in Bombay and Calcutta 

# Bombay was the scene of ghastly serial bomb blasts on 
March 12. Some blasts occurred in Calcutta on March 17. 
Powerful bombs were planted at crucial points, killing 
many people, damaging considerable property and creat¬ 
ing a major scare. The bomb blasts were obviously the 
mischief of a group which was out to ruin the nation's 
economy, disrupt business activity and thwart thereforms 
programme. 

More than 300 people were killed and 1200 injured in 
the chain of explosions rocked Bcxnbay. There were ex- 
plosiorrs in at least 13 diRerent places. The 29-storey Bom¬ 
bay Stock Exchange was the first to be hit by two powerful 
blasts sending 3,000 pieople in foe trading ring running 
helter-skelter. Window panes were shattered; over 30 cars 
were blown up. 

The Central Government found crucial clues for un¬ 
earthing foe plot behind foe bomb blasts. Evidently there 
was a conspiracy in which some foreign countries were 
suspected to be involved in connivance with local agents. 
Memon brothers are believed to be the chief culprits. They 
fled to the Middle East and then landed in Karachi. Ihe 
Government has definite proof of Pakistan's hand in the 
blasts. 

Huge arms stock: Large stocks of RDX explosive, 
arms, including AK-56 rifles, hand-grenades, detonators 
and live ammunition were seized following a tip-off from 
Thane and other places in Bombay. Later the police 
recovered many more sophisticated weapons from 
various places. TWo blasts, one on March 17 and another 
on March 18, caused the loss of about 90 lives, injuries to 
about 1000 others and destruction of some buildings in 
Central Calcutta. OfBcial sources claimed that there was | 
no link between the Bombay and Calcutta incidents, 
though both caused much concern all over the country. 

Foreign Relations 

♦ An overall assessment of India's foreign affairs, 
presented in the aimual report of the Ministry of External 
Affairs for 1992-93, discloses that the Union Government 
is mdeavouring to ease its tense relationship with Pakis¬ 
tan so as to avoid getting into a military confrwitation 
with the neighbour despite its support to subversion and 
terrorism which had assumed new dimensions. The 
report underlined foe need for Pakistan to change its 
behaviour towards India to thaw its bilateral relationship. 

The demcdition of the diluted structure in Ayodhya 
and its aftermafo had affected bilateral relati<ms wifo 
India on foe one hand and Pakistan and Bangladesh on 
the ofoer. India's reUfodns wifo.China showed marked 


improvement and was charaeten;^ by an inoea^n^^. 
number of high-level visits and discussions. An econoi)|!i|f:: 
cally resurgent China, technologically and economiCiii|f 
dominant Japan and Gerrhany, and a politically assert^^': 
Europe integrating itself in sodo-econoinic terms, must 
acknowledged as potent influences in the conduct 
foreign relations. • ^ 

Relations witti Russia : New Phase 

# Russian President Boris Yeltsin paid his first-ever 

to India on Jan 27. The visit laid a firm foundaticm foir 
shaping a new Indo-Russian relationship. The rup(^5, 
rouble exchange rate issue was resolved and a new trte.^'- 
of friendship and cooperation was signed. The .t«^". 
countries also signed agreements to ensure continued,.;’ 
supply of spares for the Indian defence equipment/, ; 
promote bilateral trade and reiterated their resolve fo !:: 
continue cooperation in space programme, ignoring prea- :j 
sures from other countries. . 

The new treaty of friendship and cooperation replace^ S 
foe 1971 Indo-Soviet Treaty. It pledges cooperation in foi; 
economic, political and other fields, to promote betfoe'^ 
relations in all spheres—defence, commerce, science 
technology—and also to work together for achieving.a/^ 
world without armaments, including nuclear weaporaf;M 
However, it does not include the strategic security claute 
under which foe erstwhile Soviet Union and India wefa 
committed to each other's defence. // 

The treaty pledges to support the territorial integrity's 
of the two countries and to refrain from interference in;:J 
each other's internal affairs. The two countries also'i;' 
promised to respect human rights and freedom of ik-V: 
dividuals, besides endeavouring to fight terrorism, 
traffrcking and hijacking. They expressed their opposition,; ' 
to religious fundamentalism. Mr Yeltsin backed India oh )■' 
Kashmir. "India must keep its integrity, must stay united' ^ 
and undivided. We intend to support this position on'-J 
Kashmir. Truth is on foe side of India and we intend to./ 
defend it", he said. .' 

Under an agreement signed by foe Defence Minister,^;;,.? 
Mr Sharad Pawar, and his Russian counterpart, Mr E, 
Grachev, Russia has undertaken to ensure guaranteed .'t 
supplies of defence equipment, spare parts, pnxluct sup^/f 
jjortand services needed for nraintcnance and modemisa^j^^ 
tion of Russian armament deployed with Indian army//;^i 
navy and air force. , 

'A 

Cordial Ties with Britain 

# Mr J(fon Major, Prime Minister of Britain, was in Indj^!§ 
on an official visit from January 25, 1993. The tkfo|^ 
countries signed two agreements furfoering Indo-Brit^'|; 
economic relations and a revised agreement for avetdan^;!^ 
of double taxation, which would considerably st^ 
British investment and technology flow to India . .. 
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"We are natural partners", he remarked, while refer¬ 
ring to the similarity of English language and democracy 
in both countries. The overall relationship between the 
two countries is better today than at any time in history. 
Mr Major also discussed the spread of international ter¬ 
rorism, the menace of the narcotics' traffic and the gap 
between rich and poor getting wider. 

No Mediation in Kashmir: Stating that it would be 
very difficult for anyone "to act as a coordinator" in 
helping to resolve the Kashmir dispute, Mr Major ruled 
out any third party or his country's mediation between 
India and Pakistan. "We will help if we are asked to help." 
He suggested a three-point formula to break the deadlock. 

Relations with USA 

# The US State department has blamed militants for the 
violence in Kashmir, Punjab and Assam while simul¬ 
taneously accusing the Indian government of human 
rights violations. In an annual human rights report, the US 
also assailed incidents of bonded and child labour, 
violence against women and female infanticide, which it 
said is prevalent in India. The report was essentially a 
Bush-regime document. 

1 le a.s.sailed militants in Kashmir for engaging in 
"politically motivated" killings in the State and expressed 
concern over spreading of activities of militants in Punjab, 
to neighbouring Haryana, UP and New Delhi. The report 
said that "police, para-military and army excesses on 
civilians in Punjab, Assam and Kashmir were in response 
to attacks by militants". 

Sanctions on ISIiO: Since President Yeltsin has ruled 
out a change in its decision to supply cryogenic rocket 
engines to India, the USA may impose permanent sanc¬ 
tions on Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and 
the Ru.ssian space agency Glavkosmos. US officials say 
that the cryogenic engine will reveal secrets to India to 
develop Inter-Continental Ballistic Missiles. The USA also 
does not appreciate Russia as a space competitor and 
wants to prevent India from emerging as one. Indian 
space scientists think the sanctions will not affect its space 
research programme. India has developed the critical 
components for a satellite launch vehicle, through a Rs 
500-crore programme. 

Indo-German Relations 

Visit of Chancellor Kohl. German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl arrived on February 18. During his talks with Prime 
Mini.ster Narasimha Rao he pledged support for the 
liberalisation policies and reassured India that Germany 
regards India as a major partner. He expressed his convic¬ 
tion that despite the difficulties that might have arisen the 
process of economic liberalisation undertaken by India 
was irreversible. His Government would do all it can to 
encourage German business to look at the Indian market 
more favourably. Dr Kohl urged India to sign the Nuclear 


Non-Proliferation Treaty. He maintained that ratification 
of the NPT and the control regime would be beneficial to 
Indo-German economic and technical cooperation. 

Two inter-govemmental agreements for a total of DM 
85 million in soft loans for projects in India were signed. 
Germany, which was the second largest foreign investor 
in India, had slipped to the sevendi place. The new invest¬ 
ments aimounced during Dr Kohl's visit are expected to 
push Germany up once again to its previous position. Dr 
Kohl ruled out ^e possibility of Germany offering its 
good offices for resolving the Kashmir dispute. He strong¬ 
ly supported India's stand that the Simla Agreement 
should form the basis for resolving the issue. 

Ties with Spain 

# Prime Minister of Spain, Mr Felipe Gonzalez Marquez, 
paid his first visit to India—^the Brst high-level official 
visitor from Spain in eleven years. The economic and 
political ties between the two countries were strengthened 
with the signing of four accords which included a decla¬ 
ration against terrorism, a double taxation avoidance 
agreement and a comprehensive cultural exchange 
programme. 

The declaration on cooperation against terrorism, or¬ 
ganised crime and economic offences is an umbrella docu¬ 
ment in the nature of a declaration of intention and 
provides for several agreements to be reached on specific 
subjects. This was the first time that India signed an 
"umbrella agreement" of this nature with another 
country. 

Malaysia-India Defence Pact 

# Malaysia and India signed on Feb 2 a defence agree¬ 
ment that would pave the way for Malaysia to purchase 
MIG-29 fighters from Russia with India providing logistic 
support. Defence Minister of Malaysia, Mr Najib Razak, 
called the Malaysian-Indian memorandum a milestone in 
relations between the two countries. 

J & K Polls in Winter? 

# Although ti\e general policy of the Government of 
India in ] &: K has been to wait and watch the situation and 
not to make any firm commitment until there is a positive 
development promising early return to normalcy, a report 
from New Delhi indicated recently that the Government 
was making serious efforts to hold State Assembly elec¬ 
tions by October-November this year. Of course ttie ability 
of the security forces to ensure law and order in the Valley 
is crucial to implementation of such a positive 
programme. 

A large section of the people must tutip but at the polls 
and the fear of die gun must be removed effectively. It is 
realised that a low turn-out at the booths would be self- 
defeating. But if the election is successfully held, it would 
be a landmark in J &; K's recent political history. It would 
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provide India a significant gain in national and interna¬ 
tional arenas. The j>eople, it is fdt, would like to have a 
free and fair poll. ^ 

Mr Rajesh Pilot, the Union Minister of State for Home, 
has been visiting the Valley every now and then to assess 
the situation there and establish close contacts with the 
people. Full efforts are continuing to end the goieral air of 
uncertainty in the Valley. 

Tunnoil in North-Eait 

# E)esplte the despateh of more security forces to the 
country's north eastern region to check the lawless ac¬ 
tivity, the return of normalcy seems to be still a far cry. The 
rebels, the guerrillas and the other restive elements have 
not been brought under control yet. Kidnappings of 
senior officers and prominent persons continue in 
Assam's tea gardens with demands for heavy ransom and 
holding out of threats of killings in case of non-com¬ 
pliance wifo the demands. 

In the third week of June some hard-core insiugents 
of the National Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN- 
Isaac) were arrested by the security forces during a raid on 
a hide-out on the Nagaland-Manipur border. Acting on a 
tip-off, the security forces raided foe jungle hide-out with 
good results. Several weapons, including AK-47 and M-16 
rifles, were seized from foe spot. Some vital documents 
revealing important information about rebels' plans were 
also seized. 

ULFA culprits held: In a major breakthrough two top 
ULFA district committee leaders were arrested by the 
personnel of the 12th Bihar Regiment from a spot in Dar- 
rang district. Reports disclosed that ULFA "district 
secretary" and the "district cultural secretary" were held 
during a raid. Several organisational documents were 
found there. But each raid merely turns out to be foe tip of 
the iceberg. 

Accord on Ladakh Council 

# Reliable reports indicate that foe State Government has 
conceded, in principle, the iong-pending demand of 
Ladakh Buddhists for setting up a separate council in 
order to ensure proper development of foe Ladakh region. 
The Government and the Buddhist and Muslim associa¬ 
tions made it clear foat the proposed Leh Council would 
have powers within the framework of the Constitution 
and should not be construed as an attempt to sever 
Ladakh foom foe rest of the State. 

The Leh Council would have 30 members out of 
which 26 would be directly elected while the remaining 
four are to be nominated by foe Governor to ensure repre¬ 
sentation to the minorities, women and other sections. 

The Government's acceptance of foe demand for a 
Council marks an effort to end foe six-year old agitation 
in Leh where foe Buddhists had been complaining of taw 


deal from foe Government. The Buddhists had deznandac 
Union Territory status so foat central fonds were puxnpec 
direct to the ffontler region. 

Muslim-dominated Kargil district had opposed the 
demand for Union territory status. 

India's Pledge to Soviet Republics 

# As part of the all-out. effort to promote goodwill (pi 
India in foe former Central Asian republics, foe Prim< 
Minister visited two Republics which were parts of th, 
former Soviet Union—^zakhstan and Uztekistan—^ 
foe third week of May. India gave another 10 milli^ 
dollars credit to each of the republics for promoting joint 
ventures. 

India has expressed ite willingness to participate in4 
conference on security and confidence-building in Asia if 
detailed and concrete proposals are worked out. He did 
not favour "blanket proposals". India and the two 
republics agreed to strive for a nuclear weapon-free world 
and signed agreements for mutual cooperation in trade. 
They »so signed a 10-year friendship treaty on the prin« 
ciples of inter-State relations and bilateral cooperatiani 
Agreements were also signed for mutual cooperation in 
several arenas, such as science and technology. 

The Friendship Treaty states that foe relations will be. 
governed by respect for each other's independence,^ 
soverei^ty, territorial integrity, full regard for territotii^. 
integrity and non-interference in each other's intental 
fairs, liie treaty binds foe parties to refrain from per^ 
ticipating in or supporting any action directed against any 
one of them. 

Programme for education 

# A new programme for primary education is bdi^i 
laimched in educationally backward areas and in district 
where the total literacy campaigns have been successful^ 
leading to an increased demand for the necessa^. 
facilities. According to foe report of the Department of 
Education for 1992-93, it has also been proposed to extend 
"operation blackboard" to the upper primary stage fpf 
improvement of school facilities. Despite massive expan* 
sion in the core sector of elementary education, univesr 
salisation is still to be achieved. 

The review of the National Policy tin Education and a 
foorough revision of the action pro^amme were amon|^f 
foe significant developments in fois field. The finalisati^ 
of foe Eighth Plan with the focus on elementary education^' 
by way of increased outlay and a new programme, con?; 
tinued forust on the total literacy campaign and empha^ 
on vocational education, were some of the other notable.^ 
features. 

The National Literacy Mission launched in 1988 had.' 
covered substantial ground. The total literacy campaigns^ 
had been successfully completed in 30 districts. At piesenf. 
foe campaim is being carried out in 182 districts coveriftg' 
over 40 miluon people. ,. > ■ 
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Round-up of International Affairs 


MAJOR EVENTS IN BRIEF 

World sans giant Powers and arms race—^U.S. fears of 
Third World—China's massive weapons stockpiles— 
Unity efforts in Europe—Setbacks to Yeltsin—Russia's 
economic plight—Power struggle in Pakistan—Switch in 
. Cambodia. 

T r he past year tvas generally free from Super-Poiver rivalries; 

in fact, with the total collapse of the Soviet Union and the 
continuing internal conflict in Russia, coupled with the lack of 
unity among the small republics that constituted the Com¬ 
munist world, there has been only one big Power, the US, in the 
international arena. Since the emergence of Mr Bill Clinton as 
the US President in January, this once mighty country has been 
largely ineffective in performing the role of world policeman 
which former President George Bush assumed. 

Consequently, for all practical purposes, there has been no 
giant throwing its tveight about or dictating its terms to others, 
in the West or the East. Britain and France too are so engrossed 
in their own domestic problems that they have neither the 
inclination nor the capacity for active intervention in any of the 
tension-ridden regions. Armed conflicts, mostly civil wars oc¬ 
curred in no fewer than 30 areas around the world — Europe, 
Africa, S. America and Asia. 

The UN, now 183-strong, made attempts to end the ten¬ 
sions and the bloodshed in Bosnia-Herzegovina (former Yugos¬ 
lavia) and in Somalia, hut these proved abortive. All the peace 
plans formulated after lengthy discussions in the Security 
Council proved infructuous. The ethnic tussles in the trouble 
spots seemed to be endless. The problem of refugees (now es- 
titnated at nearly 3 million) has become serious. 

No arms race: For once there were no full-fledged arma¬ 
ment programmes or a frantic arms race. In view of the new 
realities, the US abandoned the highly expensive and unneces¬ 
sary Star Wars programme (SDl) but it has taken up missile 
manufacturing plans in a bid to retain its military superiority 
in the post-Cold War xoorld. There was no proliferation of 
nuclear or other xoeapons in any part of the Western world. In 
consequence, plans were prepared for diversion of funds to 
constructive channels. However there wpv no firm indications 
of a durable peace in the various continents. 

US experts have lately expressed fears cf nuclear threats 
from the Third World, but these are baseless. Only China is 
reported to be going ahead with its drive to enlarge its weapons 
stockpiles, including nuclear bombs and myites. This sprawl¬ 
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ing giant of the East has not bound itself to any arms control 
agency and is a law unto itself Beijing has also been quietly 
expanding its sphere of influence in the Far East where none of 
the other Potoers has any significant military presptce. It lots 
made arms deals with many small countries. 

The efforts to bring about economic and political unity on 
the European continent through the Maastricht Treaty 
registered another success through the ratification of the Treaty 
by Denmark in the second referendum on the issue. Britain has 
also, through a motion in the Commons, expressed its desire to 
sign the Treaty, though there has been much opposition to it 
among the Conservatives. At their 61st summit held early in 
June, French President Francois Mitterrand and German Chan¬ 
cellor KM called for a "re-launching of European dynamism to 
counter the economic lag". 

Yeltsin's Dilemma: The past few months have spelt pes¬ 
simism for the once ebullient President cf Russia, Mr Boris 
Yeltsin. Sparks continue to fly in the Kremlin, where the rivals 
of Mr Gorbachov's successor seemed to be after his blood. Find¬ 
ing himself surrounded by cynics and critics, the disillusioned 
Yeltsin seemed to be sick cf it all and hinted at an early retire¬ 
ment from active politics. Though he scored a point through a 
referendum on April 25, the people went only part of the way 
with him. The tussle for position and potver between the Presi¬ 
dent and the legislature has continued. Mr Yeltsin's drive for a 
post-Communist constitution for Russia envisaging a strong 
presidency and a bicameral legislature has not yet borne fruit; 
nor have the economic reforms sponsored by him made the 
desired impact. In fact the Russian economy has been worsening 
and the people's hardships have been increasing. The US and a 
few of its Western allies, realising that Mr Yeltsin is their best 
bet, luive announced substantial economic aid to Rtmia but this 
has been irmdequate and has not saved him from the vast sea of 
troubles in his country. There have lately been fears cf another 
coup. Mr Yeltsin's attempt to get control of all nuclmr weapons 
in the commonvxalth of former Soviet republics has not been 
successful either owing to Ukraine's obstinacy. 

PaMstan has been much in the news during the past few 
months because cf the struggle for power among the leaders, 
especially President Ghulam Ishaq Khan, Prime Minister 
Maxoaz Sharif and Ms Benazir Bhutto. The Supreme Court 
verdict of May 26 was truly historic and established for the time 
being the supremacy of the judiciary over bofff the Executive and 
the legislature. The restoration cf the Nawaz Sharif Minist^ 
and of the dismissed National Assembly by a Court verdict 
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ttuu^ a setback for the President. But he kit back Idee a 
Machieoelli in politics. Vfith Ms Benazir Bhutto receiving a 
rthuff, a nets alignment cfpeUtkians at the highest level seemed 
imminent. Recently, she and Mr Sharif agreed to hold a dialogue 
in a bid to pool their tffitrts against the President. 

Cambodia Tangle: Once a notorious killing field, Cam¬ 
bodia witnessed interesting events during hAay-June. The first 
elections after a long period of ineffective rule, hdd under UN 
supervision, resulted in a victory for the opposition party (Fun- 
cmpee)‘but its leader's ambition to become Prime Minister 
remained unfulfilled. Prince Norodom SQumouk announced on 
June 2 that he had formed an interim coalition government with 
himself as Prime Minister and supreme commander of the 
armed forces. The two Vice Premiers were to be his son. Prince 
Norodom Ronariddh, and Mr Hun Sen, the present Prime 
Minister. But the Prince abandoned his plan following the 
objection by the US that he was staging a "constiluticmal coup", 
and also a complaint by his son that the arrangement did not 
r^ct his electoral victory. On June 14 hotoever he ms elected 
Head of State. He sought an end to secessionist activity. 

In Bosnia-Herzegovina, anollwr theatre 0 / conflict, the 
Serbs were virtual winners of the 13-nionth old ethnic war. The 
failure of the US and its European allies to agree on a policy of 
military intervention after the Serbs' rejection of the Vancc- 
Oioen peace plan led to an unsatisfactory compromise of declar¬ 
ing six "safe havens” for the persecuted Muslims which wet e to 
be guarded by UN Peace-keeping fovi^ supported by American 
air pozoer. This arrangement tms not accepted by the Muslims 
in Bosnia xoho xvould be confined to a few pockets encircled by 
Serbs. In effect, the plan was a retvard to the Serbs for their 
aggression and their brutal cleansing. 

DETAILS OF EVENTS 

U.S. Fears of Third World 

* During the past year there were several indications 
to show that the U.S. apprehensions of the former 
Soviet Union have been replaced by fears of what is 
described as the "hostile Third World". A campaign 
was mounted in recent montits in the West, regarding 
the "nuclear threat" posed by Third World countries, 
overshadowing the earlier hysteria against rising Is¬ 
lamic fundamentalism. 

A U.S. Congressional report warns that the threat 
from biological and chemical weapons has become global 
as Third World nations acquire weapons that were pre¬ 
viously tite preserve of the two super powers. The report 
has estimated that 31 countries possessed, or could 
develop, chemical weapons and 11 could possess or 
devel<^ biological weapons. The CIA Director informed a 
Senate committee that India is interested in developing 
hydrogen bomb, and the country's progress in space 
launches is troubling the USA. 


''' A Stodtiwitr^liMBd 

may have enough nuclear mate^al to make almoat^lC 
nuclear bombs. India, it was reported, could miike:.^. 
many as 60 bombs and Pakistan uptio 10. Tb top It aii| £ 
New Yoric daily stated thata senior tlSCeninal was 
jng a computer model that cottldi help aim stofi^ 
weapons at Third World nations threatening US htterie^ 

"Star Wars" Plan Abandoned: At; long last 
notorious U.S. space^ased Strategic DeHenoe 
("Star Wars") programme has been fomUilly abandOniM 
in view of the end of the Cold War. TTie dedsioin,’^ 
nounced on May 13, marked a reversal of poUgr. ihsili^'. 
of pursuing the muliti-billion dollar "nudearahield'^ 
hire, the administration has decided to focuR 
vanced, ground-beiscd anti-ballistic missile systems, 
Defence Secretary, Les Aspin, said that the 
programme was no longer relevant in the"posbCold 
post- Soviet world". Witii no nation having the capabitiiy 
to engage the United States in a nuclear war, the SDl ivtif 
been rendered unnecessary. The fate of "Star Wars" 
scaled by the collapse of ^e Soviet Union, he said. Tli^ 
decision reflects the Clinton administration's changes 
priorities. The focus would now be on tile developniei^ 
and acquisition of advanced anti-ICBM (Inter-Continenh4 
Ballistic Missile) systems. The Defence Secretary credife^ 
the "Star Wars" project for contributing to the collapse^ 
the Soviet Union. "Star Wars" was launched by formic 
President, Ronald Reagan as an alternative to the "balan^ 
of terror" between the US and the Soviet Union. 

Stand on Kashmir: Confirming the recent modifiiC#r 
lion in the U.S. stand on Kashmir, the Clinton administitijf 
tion indicated on April 29 that "it does not favour v:; 
plebiscite in Kashmir" but would prefer a solution takkig 
into account the views of the Kashmiri people, both Mu^ 
lims and non-Muslims. The Deputy Assistant Secretary 
State, Mr John Malott, said: "The US no longer b^eV^ 
that there is any need for a plebiscite in the region." ' 

After the 1965 India-Pakistan war, the US Govern" 
ment had not mentioned plebiscite one way or othd*. '*ThiiS 
current policy is that any solution to the dispute must tilkiff 
into account the views of the Kashmiri people." llhe tlJl 
is prepared to be helpful if its involvement is accepteble 
both India and Pakistan. "But they must deal seriouSlj^. 
with the Kashmir issue." Plebiscite was not ttie oiUy titiitt 
envisaged in the Security Council resolution of 194g.'.j| 
also called for complete withdrawal of Pakistani 
from Kaslunlr witii which Islamabad had not complied: 
The US had been particularly ccmcexned about ctmtinu^ 
reports of official Pakistani support for militants. 

Russia 

Yeltsin wins confidence vote: The long-awaited 
nationwide referendum on four important questirms 0 ^^ 
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ceming the future of Russia and its leadership, held on 
April 25, indicated a success for Mr Yeltsin but not to the 
extent he wanted. He won a majority vote of confidwce; 
however he fa i led to secure enough votes to push through 
fresh elections to the legislature. 

Mr Yeltsin won 58.5 per cent of the vote on the first 
question ot trust tn the President, a significant 52,7 per 
cent on the controversial socio-economic programme he 
has been promoting, a high 57.2 per cent vote in favour of 
elections to the Presidency, while 42.9 per cent favoured 
elections to the legislature. The voter turnout across Rus¬ 
sia was 62 per cent. 

One of Mr Yeltsin's main rivals, Parliament Speaker 
Ruslan Khasbulatov, said the results "do not reveal either 
winners or losers". Voters handed down to Mr Yeltsin a 
"hung outcome" from the referendum he called in a bid 
to end a debilitating power struggle between the 
presidency and the legislature. Mr Yeltsin's opponents 
dismissed the results as a draw or a defeat for the Presi¬ 
dent. However, the western countries were delighted with 
the verdict. Mr Yeltsin's all-out bid to secure approval of 
his draft Constitution has not yet succeeded, The power 
struggle between the President and the legislature is con¬ 
tinuing. 

■ Russia rejected in mid-May proposals by fellow mem¬ 
bers of the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) to 
put former Soviet nuclear forces under a joint command 
and set up joint armed forces. The Russian delegation, at 
a meeting of IDefence Ministers of the six Commonwealth 
signatories, insisted it should have full control over the 
nuclear arsenal of the former super power. "Nuclear arms 
should belong to a particular State." Russian Deputy 
Defence Minister stressed that Russia is interna lionally 
recognised as the successor of the erstwhile Soviet Union 
in this sphere "and it has sole rights". 

Russia refused to endorse the draft agreement, sup¬ 
ported by the remaining five countries—Kazakhstan, Uz¬ 
bekistan, Armenia, Kirghizstan and Tajikistan, which 
stipulated that nuclear arms should be kept under joint 
commonwealth control. Most Soviet nuclear warheads 
are on Russian soil. Others are in Ukraine, Belarus and 
Kazakhstan. Last year, these three signed a protocol com¬ 
mitting themselves to get rid of all nuclear arms. They had 
acknowledged Russia as the sole nuclear successor to the 
former Soviet Union. 

Earlier, Russia signalled it would favour maintaining 
some sort of integrated NATO-style military structun?. 
Russia opposes the creation of full-scale armed forces in 
peacetime, mainly for financial reasons. 

Birth of New State 

* On January 1, 1993, the "Velvet Divorce" agreed 
upon in 1992 came into effect and Czechoslovakia 


was fm'mally split into two, amidst widespread rook¬ 
ing by the people of Slovakia which is now an 
•independent State. Slovakia has already been given 
international recognition. It is bound to Western 
Europe's economic and security structures. They in¬ 
clude all major powers. 

Germany recognised the new Czecn and Slovak 
republics. Thailand announced its recognition of the new ■ 
independent nations and has diplomatic ties with both. 
Slovakia has since become a full member of the U.N. 

Islamic World : Fundamentalists'.Threat 

# Notes of caution were sounded at the session of 
the Organisation of Islamic Countries (OIC) held at 
Karachi in April and attended by 51 Foreign Ministem. 
Egypt's Foreign Minister warned that radical Islamic 
groups threatened the stability of the Muslim world. 
He referred to the buig;eon{ng Islamic movements as 
"an enemy from within". The most serious problem 
faced by the Muslim countries' is internal instability. 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak's secular govern¬ 
ment has been under attack by radical organisations 
such as the blamic group, led by a Muslim cleric 
living in the US, who is blamed for the Feb 26 
bombing of the World Trade Centre in New York. 

The issue of terrorism dominated the conference. 
Sudan's Islamic government denied allegations d\at it 
harbours Arab radicals. Pakisbin also was put on that list. 
"We have no terrorist camps, or training camps on our 
soil", said Sudan's Foreign Minister. 

The thrust of the OIC was to pressurise New Delhi to 
accept Kashmir's right to self-determination for a peace¬ 
ful settlement of the issue and also stop what it termed as 
"human rights violations in the terrorist States". Kuwait 
however backed India on the J & K issue and suggested 
that a solution be found on the basis of the Simla Agree¬ 
ment. Although some countries like Egypt, Tunisia and 
Malaysia had levelled allegations tliat extremists based in 
Pakistan were engaged in subversive activities in their 
countries, the OIC members were united in their stand 
against the western campaign. 

Of the six countries which had been placed on the 
"terrorist list" by Washington, four were Islamic—^Iran, 
Iraq, Libya and Syria. Pakistan and Sudan are currently 
placed in the U.S. "watch list" of States likely to support 
terrorism. 

West Asia Tunnoil 

Israel: The deportation of over 400 Palestinians 
created another critical situation during the year. The 
Supreme Court of Israel upheld the d^ortation but or¬ 
dered the Government to let die men appear in person 
before military appeals committee. Israel had deported 
these Palestinians accusing them of inciting Muslim fun- 
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damentaliat violence in Israeli-occupied lands. 

The UN Security Council passed a resolution, 
demanding the deportees be allowed back. The West 
Asian peace talks were stalled because the Palestinians 
refused to re-open the talks unless die men were returned. 
The U.N. Secretaiy-General threatened to impose sanc¬ 
tions against Israel. But the USA indicated that it would 
veto any resolution imposing sanctions against Israel. 

On February 2, 1993, bowing to international pres¬ 
sure, Israel agreed to take back about 100 of the expelled 
Palestinians and reduce die period of banishment for 
others. The Parliament of Israel abolished a law barring 
Israelis from meeting members of the PLO. The vote came 
amid growing calls by Israeli liberals to open direct 
negotiations with the PLO in order to streng^en Pales¬ 
tinian moderates who support West Asia Peace talks. 

Pakistan 

* There have been dramatic developments in Pakistan 
during the past few months. President Ishaq Khan 
announced on April 18 this year that since the Govern¬ 
ment could not be carried on in accordance with the 
provisions of the Constitution, he had dismissed the 
Prime Minister, dissolved the National Assembly and 
appointed Mr Balakh Sher Mazari, a feudal landlord, 
as Acting Prime Minister. The'dismissal was a swift 
retaliation against Mr Sharif's defiance of the powerful 
Presidency. 

A few hours earlier, Mr Sharif had charged that the 
country's highest office had become a hotbed of con¬ 
spiracy against him. Mr Ishaq Khan called for national 
elections on July 14. A caretaker Cabinet was sworn in. 
Among the members of the neiy Cabinet was Ms Benazir 
Bhutto's husband, Mr Asif Ali Zardari, who had been in 
jail for two years on charges of corruption and had been 
released in February. Ms Butto's active involvement in the 
ouster of Mr Sharif was evident. 

All the opp(»ition parties in the country wanted the 
election to be held imder supervision of the army. They 
also demand the dissolution of the State Assemblies if the 
election are to be fair and free. The President was reluctant 
to do so; his contention was that since the governments in 
the provinces was being carried on in accordance with the 
Constitution there was no basis for dissolving the As¬ 
semblies. In a historic verdict on May 26 the Pakistan 
Supreme Court nulitied tiie President's order. The Sharif 
Ministry and the National Assembly were restored. Iliat 
was a notable rebuff to the President who tried to hit back 
by getting the Punjab and NWFP Assemblies dissolved. 
But the High Court restored the Punjab Assembly. 

Ahtnadia toin court battki The Pakistan Supreme 
Court has ruled that the millions of Ahmadi believers can 
use traditional Islamic greetings like "assahalem-o- 


aiikum" or "inshalloh". The ruling fieod ah Ahniadl Aihl 
ly that had been jailed for dcBling tite name of die Ftdpitt 
Mohammed by using an Islamic expressiembn a wedaih;^ 
invitation. A law passed in 1973 had declaxed tive ^ 
madis non-Muslims and made it a orime, punishabfa^ 
death, for tiiem to use the Islamic greetings or the ttajel^ 
tional call to prayer or to pray in m<^ues. , . c; 

N.-capability: In an interview, Mr Nawaz Shar^ 
Prime Minister, admitted that Pakistan had acquink^ 
nuclear capability but it was only for peacefol purjmset 
"We have taken a conscious decision that Pakistan WQU^ 
not make nuclear weapons and we have struck to th^ 
decision", he said. 

India's former Defence Minister, Mr Siarad Pawah 
warned Pakistan against entertaining the idea of using i; 
nuclear weapon against India because the retaliation 
would be so devastating that many generations of Pak^ 
tan shall have to pay the price for the folly of their leadMl^ 
According to reports, Pakistan had built at least sevekt 
nuclear bombs with the help of several western Stat^ 
using a lot of deceit. 

Pak~Korea N-Pact Pakistan and North Korea 
reached an agreement for expansion of Islamabad'# 
military and nuclear programme. The agreement will be 
implemented through a specially convened high levd 
joint working group. The agreement amounts to adoptimi 
by Pakistan of the standing arrangements on military; 
nuclear cooperation between Iran, China and Nortk 
Korea. In view of the expansion of tile Iran-Pakistai^ 
strategic and nuclear cooperation, it was only a questic^ 
of time before Islamabad was fully integrated into thews}} 
of strategic relations established by Iran. 

According to a report of Central Intelligence Ageni^. 
(CLA) of USA, heroin trade has penetrated the "highest 
political circles" of Pakistan and its military intelligence ii 
using the profits to fund separatist movements in India 
and Civil War in Afghanistan. Heroin traffickers had 
financed Pakistan's ruling political party, bought enou^ 
votes to win seats in the National Assembly and gained 
access to Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and President 
Ghulam Ishaq Khan. Pakistan had no heroin addicts in 
1980. Today there are two to three million addicts out of # 
117 million population. 

War Flare-up in Afghanistan 
# Fierce fighting between rival factions of 
Afghanistan's crumbling Islamic government left 
hundreds of persona dead or injured. Many more, 
deaths were foared. Afghan Defence Ministry forces 
meanwhile launched a foesh thrust into South Kabtd 
to rescue a besieged garrison stalled in face of stil^ 
resistance by rebels of a Shiite foction. 

Defence Minister Ahmed Shah Masood's forces, Wi&' 
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j reserve troops from the former pro-communist Uzbek 
militia of Abdur Rashid Dostam, fought against 
heavily entrenched Hezb-i-Wahdat rebels on the main 
toad to Kabul. 

One cause of the renewed trouble is the Afghan peace 
accord signed in Islamabad. Only the Mujahideen have 
been awarded a political role in the future of Afghanistan. 
A majority of Afghans who do not identify with the 
Mujahideen continue to feel unrepresented. One of the 
faulty premises of the accord was that Mckmatyar and 
Mosood would agree to a power sharing. The Afghan 
State no longer exists. The country has no police force, 
legal system, bureaucracy or army. The accord assumes 
that the international community is still concerned about 
Afghanistan. But the present instability in Afghanistan 
threatens to have a destabilising effect on the entire 
region; die mood in Washington and London remains of 
deliberate unconcern. Hekmatyar, continues to purchase 
both food and ammunition from Pakistan. Meanwhile, by 
refusing to implement a crackdown on foreign Muslims 
fighting for the Afghan cause the Government is allowing 
Peshawar to be used as a base for militant Islamic move¬ 
ments around the world. 

The Mujahideen leadership is now defunct. The 
country has split into fieldoms with local chiefs striking 
deals with other tribes and groups within Afghanistan. 

Sri Lanka : Assassination of Premadasa 

♦ Strife-torn Sri Lanka's President Ranasinghe 
Premadasa was killed by a suspected LTTE suicide 
bomber on May 1. He was blown to pieces in a 
massive explosion set off by the assailant as he was 
leading a May rally of his ruling United National 
Party. At least 30 others, including six bodyguards, 
were also killed in the blast and many others injured. 
The Prime Minister, Mr D.B. Wijetunga, was sworn 
in as Acting President. On May 7, he was elected 
full-fledged President. 

Mr Premadasa, once a strong critic of India's Lankan 
policy, succeeded Mr J.R. Jayewardene in December, 1988, 
as President of the island, which suffered heavily for a 
decade by ethnic conflict and violence, the guilty party 
being the extremist Sinhala organisation Janata Vimukti 
Peramuna OfVP). The assassinated President lived 
dangerously right up to the time he was killed. He had 
long been ^e target of Sinhalese extremists after he or¬ 
dered a military crackdown to end a two-year old insur¬ 
gency. A week earliei; Mr L. Athulathmudali, leader of Sri 
Lanka's Democratic United National Front, had been as¬ 
sassinated. Fortunately, there was no chain reaction of the 
violence and normalcy soon returned to the island. 

Ethnic War in Cambodia 

# Despite the presence of 22,000 UN peace keepers, 


the Maoist guerrillas of Khmer Rouge were again 
engaged in fhe "ethnic purification" which, more than 
a decade ago, turned Cambodia into a killing field. 
This time also the Vietnamese were at the receiving 
end of the Khmer Rouge wrath. The edmic zealots, 
who were a party to the 1991 Paris accord on Cam¬ 
bodian peace, seemed determined to destabilise the 
country. The Khmer Rouge's hatred towards Viet¬ 
namese is rooted in history—in 1978 Vietnam over¬ 
threw the Khmer Rouge regime and installed the 
pro-Hanoi government in Phnom Penh. * 

The UN-supervised elections, held in May-June, 1993, 
were won by the opposition party (Funcinpee) led by 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk's son Ronariddh. There 
seemed to be a deadlock because the UN refused to hold 
re-election in some areas following complaints of ir¬ 
regularities. To resolve the stalemate. Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk formed an interim government wilh two Vice- 
Premiers but the move was rejected by die UN and the US 
which described it as "a constitutional coup". On June 14 
the country's newly elected Constituent Assembly 
reinstalled as Head of State, Prince Klorodom Sihanouk 
who urged an end to the secessionist movement led by an 
estranged son. The Assembly is to draft a constitution 
within three months and then form a government. 

China-Taiwan Historic Pacts 

# A classic instance of decades-old hostility coming 
to an end with cordial treaties was provided by China 
and Taiwan when they signed four agreements early 
in May, after their first formal meeting in 44 years. 
These documents paved the way for regular talks on 
a wide range of topics. The high-level dialogue could 
lead to the eventual reunification both sides favour. 
However, some economic issues remain unresolved. 

Quasi-official negotiations in Singapore marked the 
"opening of a new chapter of exchanges between people 
on both sides of the Taiwan Straits". The talks were of 
great historical significance. "Both came out winners", a 
Beijing spokesman said. But there were disagreements on 
Taiwanese heavy investments in China. 

SAARC Summit 

# Asia entered a new era in economic cooperation 

on April 11 as the seventh SAARC summit ended 
with the adoption of the Dhaka Declaration seeking 
to pull down trade barriers in the region. The summit 
endorsed the South Asian Preferential Trade Agreement 
(SAPTA) for the liberalisation of trade among die 
member nations. , 

The 63-point Dhaka declaration renewed the 
Association's determination to strengthen and enrich the 
forum and re-stated its commitment to its objectives. The 
declaration, adopted unanimously by the heads of State or 
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government attending the summit, said the time was how 
opportune to provide a dynamic impetus to actitdties in 
the core of economic, social and cultural cooperation in 
the SAARC region. The Dtelaratton endorsed an In¬ 
tegrated Programme of Action on eradication of poverty 
in South Asia, trade mahufactures, services, the environ¬ 
ment and otfier subjects of common interest 

Landmark Accord on N-aims 

# The then President Mr George Bush and dte Russian 
President, Mr Boris Yeltsin, in January 3, 1993, signed 
a landmark nuclear arms control treaty to bring about 
a two-thirds reduction in the world's most terrifying 
weapons. Mr Yeltsin described it as the "pact of the 
century" that will help ensure peace for humanity. 
For Mr Bush the treaty was the crowning glory of 
his presidency. 

The START II treaty sets back the nuclear clock by two 
decades or more, limiting the U.S. nuclear weapons stock¬ 
pile to what it was in the 1960s and Russia's to its mid- 
1970s size. The agreement becomes the backbone of die 
system of guarantees for global security. But both nations 
will retain bombers with missiles and powerful nuclear 
navies. The US will wind up with 1,728 strategic waiheads 
at sea and the Russians with 1,600 to 1,650. Land-based 
missiles with multiple warhead^.wil1 be dismantled by 
2003 if the US helps Russia get rid of its ^18s and SS-19.S. 

Treaty on chemical weapons 

# On January 15, this year, representatives of 120 
countries gathered in Paris to approve the landmark 
chemical weapons convention, signed the document 
banning the use, production and stockpiling of chemi¬ 
cal arms. Nations signing the treaty are required to 
destroy stockpiles of chemical weapons, and the fac¬ 
tories that produce them, within 10 years of ratification. 
The pact includes provisions for international inspec¬ 
tion of suspected violations. 

India, Russia, USA, Pakistan and China were among 
those countries who signed. However, most Arab 
countries refused to sign, saying diey are not against it but 
see no point in endorsing a ban on chemical weapons as 
long as Israel refused to sign the NPT. Still four Arab 
countries—^Algeria, Mauritania, Morocco and Tunisia— 
were among the signatories. Iraq, the only nation besides 
USA and Russia, thatadmits of having chemical weapons, 
refused to sign. Syria and North Korea, suspected of 
developing them secretly, also did not sign. 

UN Tribunal for Crimes 

# The Security Council unanimously decided at the 
end erf May ttiis year to set up an ll-judge International 
Court at the Hague to try persons accused of war 
crimes in the fornm Yugosbyia, including murder, 
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tape, "ethnic cleansing", torture and qtiier atrixS^^- 
It wUI be the first intonnatiqiud ti&unal of 
since the main allied countries after \V(^d 
courts at Nurembuig and Tokyo to try leading , 
criminals. The tribunal, whose jurisdicttcm wlH be 
to offence committed in farther Yugoslavia ^ic^)airiih^ 
1,1991, will cost more than 30 millmn ddllars in the 
year of operation. 

But the Bosnian Serb leaders vowed never to e}dnidi|^ 
suspected war criminals to face the UN Yfeir Critnei; 
Tribunal. The Serb Government intends to try 
suspected criminals itsdf. /.-M 

Hazards of Peace-Keeping 

# UN peace-keeping forces have been up agakii^^ 
several hurdles and have had to face attacks by lawl^i 
elements in the course of their campaigns. In So^^; 
and Bosnia, for example, the UN peace-keeping foro^'j 
inadequately equipped as titey were, have suffeii^j 
several setbacks and losses in recent months.. 
Somalia, 22 Pakistani members of the UN force wery!". 
killed in a sudden attack by angry tribesmen, arid: 
the Pakistani personnel in retaliation shot dead several 
local persons of Somalia. 

Following these incidents, the Security Coundl, pot 
June 1, called for bold new steps to improve the capacity ; 
of the UN peace-keeping forces and augmentation of the; 
units. However the Council took care to affirm the need^ 
for consent of the government concerned before laund^. 
ing such operations (except in unforeseen circumstancesjL 
The peace operations, it was made clear should not be a “ 
substitute for a political settlement, nor should they 
expected to continue in perpetuity. The Council affirm^^ 
the right of the UN force to defend itself tiuough 
propriate measures. ' ■; 

Women P.M.s 

♦ The past year witnessed an interesting develop¬ 
ment—appointment of two women leaders in distant 
lands, Turkey and Canada almcHt simultaneously, ^ 
the first time. 

Ms Kim Campbell was elected leader of the ruUng^ 
party in Canada following ttie resignation of Mr Brim' 
Mulroney who was accused of creating a terrible mess ift 
the country during his leadership tenure. Although' 
Canada is an advanced country, it has a conservatiVi|;; 
society, like that of Turkey. Ms Campbell will be the sto 
campaigner in tiw coming general electicms which 
scheduled to be held In November next 

In tradition-ridden TUrkey, the new political star Is 
Tansu Ciller, a US-trained ©ronomist She has been dtectoS? 
leader of the Thie Path Party, of TVurkey and has 
become tiie first woman Prime Minister of Turkey. Th 
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event herald# the arrival of a "modem" woman at the 
centre stage in an Isiamic society which is a mix of tradi¬ 
tion and modernity. The country has yet to experience the 
kind of women's liberation that has swept through North 
America and Europe in recent times. Ms Ciller's elevation 
has been widely hailed as a great event in die Muslim 
World. Ms Benazir Bhutto was the first P.M. of a Muslim 
nation. 

Russia>Ukraine N.>arms issue resolved 

# After a prolonged tussle and protracted negotia¬ 
tions, the Russian President, Mr Boris Yeltsin, and the 
Ukraine Chief, Mr Kravchuk, on June 17 defused their 
dispute over nuclear arms and the Black Sea fleet. 
The two leaders also came to an understanding to 
establish good relations between the two biggest former 
Soviet States. They managed to find solutions to all 
issues that have been darkening their relations for a 
long time. 

The two countries agreed to split the Black Sea fleet in 
half starting this year and to let Moscow keep its ships at 
the Ukrainian port of Sevastopal. Russia also undertook 
to guarantee Ukraine's security if Kiev ratified START-1 
and the various Non- proliferation arms treaties. The ten¬ 
sions between the two countries were consequently eased. 

However the Parliaments concerned have to approve 
the treaties before they can come into force. 

N. Korea Cancels NPT Quit Move 

# The persistent pressure which the US exerted on 
North Korea in May and the pleas of the international 
community in general bore fruit at last. Almost on 
the last day of the three-month notice period (June 
11, 1993) North Korea announced that it had decided 
to defer, for the present, its decision to withdraw 
from NPT (the notice was given on March 12). The 
announcement was made in a joint statement issued 
at the end of negotiations between the US and North 
Korean officials. 

North Korea was the first country to announce its exit 
from NPT. The move heightened suspicions that it was 
engaged in a clandestine nuclear weapons programme. 
The two countries agreed to continue their dialogue "on 
an equal and unprejudiced basis". 

US to allow N-Tests 

# In a move that reflected the duplicity being pursued 
by the US on the nuclear issue, the Clinton Ad¬ 
ministration has permitted the concerned agencies to 
hold nuclear tests which had been halted some yean 
ago. The nuclear testing moratorium expired on July 
1 this year. The American people have been in favour 
>of resumption of nuclear tests so as to maintain US 

. superiority in nuclear arena and not to be left 
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behind in the race for establishing supremacy. 

While senior Pentagon officials have been seeking 
permission to hold 15 nuclear tests until 1996 on tlw 
ground ffiat they are vital for ffte safety of nuclear wai^ 
heads, the President, while suggesting ffiat six tests could 
be allowed, has assured that by 1996 he will pursue work 
on a compr^ensive nuclear test ban treaty. Such a ban 
would substantially check the development of nuclear 
weapons. Some groups have, however, been urging exten¬ 
sion of the ban to strengthen the process towards global 
de-nuclearisation. ' 

US Climbs Down on Earth Summit 

# Mr Bill Clinton, the new US President, has proved 
to be somewhat more realistic than his predecessor, 
Mr Georf^ Bush. While Mr Bush was firmly against 
accepting last year's Earth Summit resolutions on the 
urgency of checking the fouling of the environment 
all round, Mr Clinton has agreed to sign the Biodiver¬ 
sity Convention. Over 150 countries have already 
approved the convention, either wholly or in principle, 

The convention seeks to preserve rare animals and 
plants. President Bush's main objection was in respect of 
the clauses relating to technology transfer, funding of the 
programme and retention of intellectual property rights. 
The US wants to stick to the position that biotechnology 
should be protected by patent and other laws. The reality 
is that the US is anxious to safeguard its own biotechnol¬ 
ogy industry worffi over 2 billion dollars a year. 

Chakmas, U.N. and Bangladesh 

♦ In recent weeks the Chakmas have been much in 
the news. India has gone out of its way to help them 
and to hold out assurances for their resettlement. In 
May, these tribesmen appealed to the Government of 
India, the U.N. and other agencies to put pressure 
on Bangladesh to accept their 13-point charter of 
demands as a pre-condition for their return to their 
homes in that country. They have also urged the 
Indian Government not to send them back to the 
Chittagong hill areas "simply to be butchered by the 
Bangladesh army and the Muslim settlers". 

Their spokesman pointed out on May 17 that, despite 
assurances of safety by the Bangladesh authorities, the 
inmates of the camps (in which they are at present 
housed) were very badly treated. They faced severe per¬ 
secutions after two repatriations in 1981 and 1984, It was 
alleged that about 3,000 men, women and children had 
been killed by the Bangladesh army but no enquiry had 
been held so far by the Government of Bangladesh. 

There are more than one lakh landl^ Chakmas, lock¬ 
ed in 50 cluster villages. They are being denied all 
democratic and constitutional ri^ts. So they do not trust 
the Bangladesh authorities at all and are in a fix. 
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A few setbacks and shortcomings 
notroithstanding, the past yatr was fairh/ 
satisfactory from the economic 
standpoint The increasing liberalisation 
of the economy as a part of the Finance 
Minister's reforms package continued. 
The prices remained under control. The 
growth-oriented Union Budget merely 
nudged the economy towards action and 
did not bring fresh tax burdens; on the 
contrary, the Finance Minister an¬ 
nounced several reli^ in excise duties 
and customs, alongurith incentives in a 
bid to boost industrial development and 
brighten the prospects of all-round 
growth. However, t^ progress on the in¬ 
dustrial front was not satisfactory. 
Productivity is still dismal. 

To the people the notable fall in Fhe 
inflation rate to 6 per cent by May-end 
was welcome news. But the benefit did 
not percolate to the retail level where the 
prices remained at the previous level; 
only a few industrial concerts passed on 
the benefit of the Rs 12000-crore excise 
duty reliefs to the consumers. In June the 
Government warned that it might 
withdraw the wide-ranging excise cuts f 
the industrialists did not pass on the 
ben^ts. 

In this respect, and also in several 
other arenas, the gap between c^cial 
pronouncements and the actualities 
remained tvide. Precious little has been 
done for the much-publicised structural 
r^rms which, the Finance Minister 
claimed, would resolve many of the 
country's economic problems. 

Exports Front 

# The exports have remained slug¬ 
gish. Improvements in GDP and the 
reduction in the overall budget 
deficit were made possible largely 
through loans and txarowings. The 
Finance Minister disclosed on June 10 


that India needs another quick loan 
of 2 billion to 3 billion dollars horn 
the IMF, pardy to repay die stand-by 
credit. The country's debt burden 
consequendy continued to increase. 

Thanks to the good monsoon, the 
performance and progress in agricul¬ 
ture were bright spots. The bumper 
crops of wheatand rice, together widi 
the record procurement, led to over¬ 
flowing reserves at the Central level. 

With India's image abroad con¬ 
siderably damaged after the Bdmbay 
blasts and the earlier Ayodhya 
violence, followed by a sense of in¬ 
security, it has become rather difficult 
to woo foreign investors. The lack¬ 
adaisical attempts by Indian missions' 
abroad in the target countries have 
not helped. Diplomats have been told 
that their performance would hence¬ 
forth be judged by the business inter¬ 
est they are able to create. 

The Dunkel Draft, which invol¬ 
ves Trade Related Intellectual Proper¬ 
ty Rights, patents in agricultural 
inputs such as seeds and plants, 
linked investment and other 
measures, were much in the news 
during the year. OpirUcms still differ 
on the relative ben^ts and losses im¬ 
plicit in the proposals. The final 
decision in the matter has yet to be 
taken. 

Economy in Right Direction 

# Union Finance Minister Man- 
mohan Singh on June 2 asserted, as 
he had done on several occasions ear¬ 
lier, that the country's "macro- 
economic fundamentals" were 
moving in the "right directton", 
which should augur well for 4he 
growth of the capital market and in¬ 
spire confidence among investors. 
He expected a furffter improvement 


on the inflation front. Interest rat^' A 
he observed, would require a ffeki y 
look when inflation came fully under^ / 
control. i-; 

The amount of compulsory lend* 
ing by banks to the goventment had ;; 
been reduced, thereby releasing mott 
funds for economic development.' ! 
The Balance Of Payments (BOP) posi¬ 
tion continued to be well managed. . 
The introduction of the full ccmvert- 
ibility of the rupee on trade account 
had neither "weakened our reserves ■ 
nor led to volatile exchange rates". ; 

With increasing liberalisation of • 
the country's economy "prudential i 
regulations should be in place". ' 
IMF's placing India as the sixth' ! 
largest economy in the world (as a . > 
result of a new method of calculating 
the gross domestic product of y 
countries), would not affect the aid i • 
flow. 

There is still too much of povertjj'.’: 
illiteracy and ill-health in the country; : 
"We have a long way to go and we. 
need a lot more progress." The ‘ 
Finance Minister expected a s!g> . ; 
nificant reduction in the country's 
current account deficit in the next 
three years, after which dependertce ; 
on other countries would gradually \ 
go down. A dynamic export sector 
holds the key to self-rdiance. I 

Dr Singh claimed that the I 
Government's policy was "of power ! 
to the people" and free market ' 
mechanism was only one instrument 
in achieving d\e goal. 

Inflation Control Feat 

* There is no doubt ffiat the fiscal ^ 
policies, together with macro- ’! ; 
economic correctives adopted by the" 
Union Government and Nature's ‘ 
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boundary in the shape of good mon¬ 
soons for (he past four seasons have 
enabled the country to rid itself of the 
price spiral. The annual rate of infla¬ 
tion came down to 6.7 per cent at the 
, end of 1992-93, based on a p)oint-to- 
point comparison of the Wholesale 
Price Index (WPI). This is indeed a 
notable achievement. The average 
rate of inflation was 13.7 per cent for 
1991-92. 

The improvement was more evi¬ 
dent for the poorer sections of the 
society, with the index for "primary 
articles" moving up at a relatively 
lower rate of 3.1 per cent as against 
6.7 per cent for "all commodities". In 
fact, some items of mass consump¬ 
tion like cereals and pulses register^ 
a drop in their prices during 1992-93. 
But for the increases in prices of ad¬ 
ministered items, the direct impact of 
which is assessed at over two per cent 
on WPI, the rate of inflation could 
have further fallen. 

However the edible oil prices 
Started rising early in June. The 
Government threatened to step in by 
flooding the market with 40,000 ton¬ 
nes of imported oil. 

Securities Scam 

♦ Several stunning disclosures were 
made during the on-going probe into 
the Hershad Mehta affair. Top of¬ 
ficers now concede that he had access 
to more than Rs 12,000 crore of public 
sector funds for nearly five years 
from mid-1987 to April, 1992. The 
funds of more than 20 Public Sector 
Undertakings (PSUs), meant for the 
Portfolio Management Scheme 
(PMS), were instead used by Mr 
Mehta for his personal gain. The dis¬ 
covery was made during the CBI's 
scrutiny of Mr Mehta's 150 odd bank 
accounts in several major cities in the 
country. 

The PSUs, whose funds were 
made available to him, included the 
Oil and Natural Gas Commission 
(ONGC), Power Finance Corpora¬ 
tion, Indian Oil Corporation, Unit 
Trust of India, Maruti Udyog and 
Nuclear Power Corporation, Nation¬ 

coMPFn’iT'ON 


al Thermal Power Corporation, 
Housing Developmant Finance Cor¬ 
poration (HDFC), Life Insurance Cor- 
poration. General Insurance 
Corporation. These concerns repor¬ 
tedly divfrted huge funds to Mr 
Mehta. However, a substantial part of 
the Rs 12,000-crore funds were 
returned by him. 

the final report of the 
Janakiraman Committee inquiring 
into the scandal, has put the amount 
involved at Rs 4024.45 crore. The 
committee, set up on April 30 last 
year under (he chairmanship of the 
RBI Deputy Governor, Mr R. 
Janakiraman, found that many of the 
transactions of banks and feianciai 
institutions were put through 
without any documentation. Reveal¬ 
ing a consistent pattern of ir¬ 
regularities with local variants in 
most of the banks, the committee said 
the main source of funds was the cor¬ 
porate sector, particularly the Public 
Sector Units (PSUs) which were im- 
able to place their funds with banks 
in the form of deposits because of the 
ceiling on interest rates. 

Several reforms in the financial 
sector in general and the banking sec¬ 
tor in particular have bem under 
consideration. New norms relating to 
income recognition, classification of 
assets and provisions for bad debts 
have been introduced. To have 
greater transparency in capital 
markets, the Se^rities and Exchange 
Board of India is authorised to con¬ 
duct inspectiems of various mutual 
funds and stock exchanges from time 
to time. The registration of inter¬ 
mediaries such as stock brokers and 
sub-brokers has been provided for 
under the SEBl Act; 1992. 

Tougher Banking 

* The overall performance of the 
nationalised banks in the country has 
lately shown some improvement. 
There has been an overall increase in 
profits of d\e nationalised banks as 
compared to 1990-91. Advances 
given by the banks have shown an 
upward trend during the last three 
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years. Their overall riet profits inH 
czeas^ from Rs 325.33 crore in 1990- 
91 tofts 559.04 crore. 

Despite the lapses by several 
banks, as indicated by the Hershad 
M^ta episode, file Government has 
done almost nothing so far to change 
the mianagement pattern. Th«e is no 
incentive for bank managers or the 
staff to implement efficiency- 
oriented loan policies and compete 
for businesses in fite marl^t. There is 
no reward for successful manager 
nor punishment for ttie mediocre. Ac¬ 
cording to financial experts, the In¬ 
dian economy has not yet reached an 
even trajectory. The initial bold action 
of the Government, abetted by exter¬ 
nal aid, has been wholly inadequate. 
Very little has been done in the direc¬ 
tion of structural changes, now over¬ 
due. 

The new guidelines issued by the 
Reserve Bank of India to ensure 
quality lending and recovery of 
".sticky loans" indicate that banking 
would be tougher in future. In the 
post-scam phase, RBI has tightened 
its monitoring mechanism and banks 
have been strictly instructed to fol¬ 
low the guidelines. 

A review of the operations 
showed that as much as 30 per cent of 
lending by some banks was in the 
"sticky category". They have been 
urged to improve their recovery 
m^anisms. A sum of Rs 5,700 crore 
was provided for strengfitening the 
capital base of the banl^ as also by 
way of provisions against non-per¬ 
forming assets in the 1993-94 Union 
Budget. But as the balance-sheets of 
banks are going to be more 
transparent, norms against stickly 
loans would be tougher. 

Some of the recommendations 
of the Naik committee have been 
incorporated in the RBI's latest 
credit policy to provide an im¬ 
petus to the vital small-scale sec¬ 
tor of the economy Rs 20,000 crore 
would be provided by way of 
finance to SSI. 
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Gdl4 Bonds Scheme 

# The five-year Ckdd Bonds Sdwme, 
which was introduced with efi^t 
from March 15, 1993, and which 
ended on June 14, seems to have been 
successful despite the nagging 
doubts in the minds of those who 
have some gold in their possession 
and have been sticking to the pre¬ 
cious metal for various reasons. 
Under the scheme holders of the 
metal could deposit their g(dd with 
any branch of the State Bank of India 
or the Reserve Bank of India and 
would get "Gold Bonds" in return. 
Over a five-year period the depositor 
will earn a lump sum of Rs 40 per 
gram of gold. The Government col¬ 
lected over 27 tonnes of gold while it 
expected to mop up about 25 tonnes. 

According to the latest estimates 
the total stock of gold held in the 
country by the public and the central 
banks is 7565 tonnes. 

Linked with the permission to 
import gold by Non-Resident In¬ 
dians (NRIs), the scheme was ex¬ 
pected to tap the holders of black ^'nd 
unaccounted money within the 
country as well as abroad. NRIs 
could easily purchase gold abroad, 
import it and convert it into Gold 
Bonds. Similar schemes in the past 
failed to achieve the aim. Most of 
: them, aimed at unearthing black 
money, have not achieved the results 
anticipated by the planners. 

However, one nohdjle sequel has 
been the fall in gold smuggling by 50 
per cent since the introduction of fire 
import scheme. Seizures of smuggled 
gold came down to 2.23 tonnes in 
1992-93 as compared to 4.6 tonnes in 
1991-92 and 6.20 tonnes in 1989-90. 

Disappointing exports 

# As in the preceding years, the 
country's performance on die exports 
front did not conform to.expecta- 
tior\s. Members of the Parliamentary 
Consultative Committee attached to 
the Ministry of Commerce on April 
27 expressed concern over the slug¬ 
gish gluwth in exports and asked the 
Goveriunent to launch a vigorous 
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(hrive fix eimloring new markets. The 
year 19^-93 witnessed some 
recovery, sihowing a modest growdi 
of 2.81 pr^r cent u compart to a 
decline of 1.5 per centduring 1991-92. 

Exports continued to be affected 
by several adverse tectors, including 
the collapse of die erstwhile Soviet 
market, rising protectionist trends 
abroad and the post-Ayodhya 
developments. There is need for 
greater involvement of Indian mis¬ 
sions abroad in die country's export 
efforts, and also closer interaction be¬ 
tween the State governments and die 
Centre in the formulation and im¬ 
plementation of export policies. 

Other suggestions made by 
knowledgeable sources are related to 
strict enforcement of anti-dumping 
laws to protect indigenous indusby 
and check indiscriminate imports; 
ensuring supply in the domestic 
market while promoting agro-ex¬ 
ports; encouragement to exports 
from labour intensive industries; 
resolving problems of exporters of 
leather go^s to the rupee payment 
area and remunerative prices for cash 
crops. 

The Union Budget for 1993-94 
and the amended Export-Import 
Policy cemtained measures to give a 
fillip to exports. The series of initia¬ 
tives taken by the Government to cre¬ 
ate a conducive export environment 
were expected to lead to substantially 
higher exports but the actual picture 
reflects shortfalls, reflecting lack of 
earnestness among the producers of 
goods and commodities. 

Agricultural exports, which 
registered a 22.6 per cent increase last 
year, are likely to rise by anodier 30 
per cent this year to exc^ Rs 10,000 
ciore. In 1992-93 agricultural exports 
netted Rs 7,600 crore. This was Rs 
1,405 crore more flian the previous 
year's export earnings of Rs 6,195 
crore. I^ year's export figure couM 
have ^proved by another Rs 2,500 
crore But fnappropriate policies, 
which restrict the export of rice and 
cotton;- deprived the country of fills 
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{farm products now aconmt : 
15 per cent of the coimtry's total i 
port earnings. "We could easily i 
crease its share to at least % perceilti' 
in the next five years with i 

promotional eiforts", five Ag^eultfitiil^ f 
Ministry Secretary claimed. Ihe | 
and outdated concept of (me I 

mum eiqmrt price (MEP) for Basnaatf - ’j | 
rice and another MEP for non-b«^|| | 
mati rice, is believed to have^' 
prevented five country firomeamin|(ai^:' I 
substantial sum. i v 

' ' 1 

The Export target for agricultui3yt.^' \; % 
and allied commeidities for the ci^. . | 
rent year has been fixed at $ 2,2^ 11 
million at a growfiv of 12.5 per emt f 

dollar terms over five previous fii^^' " A 
cialyear. 
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Foodgrains Record 'f: 

# Thanks to the successive monsoon, 
bounty, the country has produced 
record Rabi foodgrains crops, and fiik’i 
official agencies have procured d 
reccM'd quantity of wheat. The Cehtto 
is likely to have 22.68 million toittvlt;) 
of foodgrains in five buffer stock by 
the end of the current Rabi procuie?..^ 
ment season. Of tiiis, 13.77 milHon ': 
toimes will be wheat. By the Centre's- 
estimates, 22.3 million tonnes ctfbu£^‘. 
er is required to meet all possible c<m^ | 
tin^ncies on the femd front 




% 
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The current procurement seas(^ 
has however created a par 2 Kioxicai 
situation. Alfivough five Government' 
initially planned to procure nine nfih 
lion tonnes of wheat and later fixed.a 
target of 10 millicm tonnes, it may 
close the season with procuring It.. 
million tonnes. Punjab and Harymii 
together will contribute about 10 mil-! 
lion tonnes. Even ofiier States, itK^ii^^: W 
ing Rajasthan, i^dvose contribution to .'ff 
the Central pcwl used to be negligtole- 
in the past, are providing a few lakh .' 
tonnes of fiveir surplus grain to thdi ; .;^ 
Central kitty this season. , ” 

The high level of procurentent '.^ 
has result^ in the traders bu 3 rihg’':,@ 
very small quantities of wheat thiSi. 
year—in view of the poor demand 
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from the consuming areas, the 
shortage of funds and fears that trad¬ 
ing may not prove lucrative this year. 
Thus, while farmers have in their 
field-to-mandi operations, marketed 
virtually their entire surplus, poor 
purchases by the private trade has 
left very small stocks in the open 
market to meet the demand of the 
post-procurement season. 

An incentive for the farmers to 
market their entire surplus is the 
lucrative price of Rs 330 per quintal, 
fixed by the Government. Officials 
have expressed the fear that con¬ 
sumers in even the major surplus 
States of Punjab and Haryana may 
have to pay much more for their 
staple diet in the coming montiis. The 
worst affected may be the urban con¬ 
sumer, particularly the middle class. 
The situation may be much worse in 
other States. 

Super 301 Arm Twister 

# The U.S.A., in a bid to twist India's 
arm to secure trade benefits for itself, 
on April 30 placed India on the "Spe¬ 
cial 301" list and announced that it 
had set up an inter-agency task force 
to immediately begin exploring fu¬ 
ture options, including diose for ap¬ 
propriate retaliation, if India does not 
change her intellectual property laws 
and practices to meet US demands. 
This was done for the third year run¬ 
ning. 

The Clinton Administration ap¬ 
parently feels that while India's 
record in areas such as copyrights 
and trade marks has been satisfac¬ 
tory, little progress had been mai4e in 
the past year on a strong patiints 
regime. The US administration «r- 
lier dropped action in the end despite 
taking matters to the brink. If the lyS 
carries out its threat, India may low 
the benefit of cheaper exports to tile 
USA under the Generalised System 
of Preferences, which entities somfe 
Indian exports to zero-duty entryt 
The whittling down of the US^ 
rilaterai aid and the loss of US sup¬ 
port for India in the multilateral 
Hnancial agencies is possible. 


India has rightly decided not to 
relent on its stand diat only processes 
can be patented, not products. ITiis 
country insists that all these issues 
should be negotiated under GATT, 
not bilaterally. Finance Minister Man- 
mohan Singh has said that the "un¬ 
fortunate action can complicate 
matters" and has even given a vague 
hint dtat it can affwt overall relations 
between the two countries. The USA 
is itself bowing to busings pressures 
at home but fails to realise that India 
also suffers from a similar predica¬ 
ment. 

India has got moral support from 
the IMF Managing Director, who has 
criticised the USA for taking 
unilateral action against its trade 
partners. He has expressed strong 
doubts about the efficacy of 
unilateralism. The US action at a time 
when multilateral discussions are 
being carried on in Geneva (the 
Uruguay round of GATT negotia¬ 
tions) speaks volumes about the hard 
attitude of the US. 

At the end of May the U.S. 
decided to defer taking punitive ac¬ 
tion against India under Special-301 
for the time being. 

U.S. Support to India 

♦ Despite tire threats of Super-301, 
the U.S. has pledged its support to 
India's economic policies and 
promised canvassing of support 
among other members of the interna¬ 
tional community for meeting India's 
exceptioruil financing gap over the 
next two years. This was conveyed to 
the visiting Indian Finance Minister 
at a high level meeting with the U.S. 
Treasury Secretary in Washington on 
May 1. Dr Manmohan Singh was in¬ 
formed that the U.S. Administration 
would fully suppcvt India in bilateral 
and multilateral fora for enabling the 
reform process to succeed. In the case 
of the IMF, the U.S. Government 
shared the concern about tiie factors 
which had affected India's revenue. It 
also felt that the 1993-94 Indian 
budget proposals provided a credible 
|i basis for an Extended Fund Facility 


(EFF) of IMF along with a blend of 
Enhanced Structural Adjustment 
Facility (ESAF). 

With the Government failing to 
achieve the targeted reduction in the 
fiscal deficit for the year 1992-93, 
doubts had arisen about foreign sup¬ 
port to economic reforms. But ^e 
IMF and the World Bank not only 
overlooked the inability to satisfy the 
fiscal agenda, tiiey also lauded the 
overall success achieved by India in 
implementing the new economic 
policies. It appears that the foreign 
lending agencies share Dr Man¬ 
mohan Singh's perception that the 
worst in India's foreign exchange 
crisis is over and the country now 
needs less external funds to support 
its foreign account than it did at the 
height of the crisis in June, 1991. The 
trade deficit this year may increase by 
over a billion dollars. However, the 
rise in foreign exchange reserves to 
about $ 7 billion will enable the 
Government to finance a higher trade 
deficit. In addition, the reserves will 
be supported by the last instalment of 
the current stand-by arrangement of 
$ 325 million. 

The World Bank has also ac- • 
cepted India's demand to recycle 
$ 600 million worth of savings on past 
soft loans from IDA to support a new 
safety net for the poor and displaced 
workers. Together with higher 
foreign exchange reserves, these in¬ 
flows of $ 1.725 billion should be suf¬ 
ficient to maintain the stability of the 
foreign account. 

India in Debt Trap 

♦ Opposition M.P.s have accused 
the Government of bartering away 
the country's economic sovereignty. 
India is being inexorably drawn into 
a debt trap with multinational com¬ 
panies being given a run of the place. 

The country has been borrowing 
huge funds from tiie International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World 
Bank for schemes Which would only 
benefit tiie elite sections of society. 

Mr George Fernandes 0anata 


COMPETITION MASTER 


AUGUST'83 ANNUAL NUMBEB 




Dal) contended that the liberalisation 
regime was forcing Indian industry 
to down shutters while the capital 
and deposit base of the nationalised 
banks was being depleted. The 
country had a debt burden of $ 80 
billion. The new economic policies 
were bdng undertaken at the behest 
of the U.S. which was dumping fer¬ 
tiliser in India so as to ease its own 
recession. Nearly 1.5 lakh workers 
have reportedly lost jobs following 
the closure of 12 fertiliser factories in 
this country. CPI leader Indrajit 
Gupta said the Government should 
not lose sight of its goal of self-suf¬ 
ficiency and self-reliance while pur¬ 
suing its liberalisation policy. He 
further defended the concept of 
mixed economy. Attempts were 
being made by the Government to 
denigrate the public sector. The entire, 
thrust of the Finance Minister's 
policies was on the private sector as if 
it was a magic wand for removing all 
evils in the industrial sector. 

A ruling party member refuted 
the opposition charge that the IMF 
and the World Bank loans were being 
used on schemes meant for the elite. 
The bulk of the funds were being 
utilised for financing development 
projects meant for the common 
people like drinking water schemes 
and construction of dams and 
bridges. He reminded members 
about the positive results of the 
liberalised economic policy. The 
balance of payments situation also 
had stabilised considerably. 

The Standing Committee on 
finance, in Parliament on May 4, 
asked the Finance Ministry to con¬ 
duct an investigation to find out the 
defaulters of loans of itationalised 
banks, which would have to mark an 
estimated Rs 10,000 crore for bad and 
doubtful debts in the current year 
alone. In its first reporte analysing the 
demands for grants of the Finance 
Ministry for 1993-94, the committee 
said a large sum of Rs 5,700 crore, as 
against Rs 700 crore last, year, was 
being sought for increased capi;tiU re¬ 
quirements of nationalised bat^ for 
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the current year. 

BOP Imbalanci^ 

♦ The current account deficit con¬ 
tinues to pose a problem. The high- 
level committee, headed by Reserve 
Bank Governor C. Rangarajan, has 
said exceptional financing arrange¬ 
ments of the order of $ 3 billion per 
year on a gross basis will be neces¬ 
sary "in the mediiun term". The com¬ 
mittee on Balance Of Payments 
(BOPs) constituted to evolve ap¬ 
propriate measures to bring down 
the current account deficit to sus¬ 
tainable levels, however, says that ex¬ 
ceptional financing arrangements 
could be reduced somewhat through 
better export performance, better 
"invisible" receipts and high invest¬ 
ment flows "all of which is not 
impossible". 

An average growth in exports of 
at least 15 per cent in dollar terms 
over the medium term is regarded as 
necessary as well as feasible. The 
committee strongly recommended 
that trade policy and exchange rate 
regime should be managed not only 
in a stable manner but also oriented 
towards export promotion. The im¬ 
port elasticity growth rate might be 
marginally higher than what had 
been estimated on the basis of import 
elasticity to GDP at 1.5. 

The current account deficit en¬ 
visaged, 1.6 per cent of the GDP, can 
be met through a sustainable level of 
net capital receipts. To achieve the 
targets set in the Eighth Plan and 
reflected in the balance of payments 
projects report, die committee recom¬ 
mended certain measures for export 
promotion. These include reforms in 
interest rates on export credit to en¬ 
sure reasonable costs to exporters; 
movements towards fuUer convert¬ 
ibility of the rupee as partial convert¬ 
ibility imposed a tax on exports, 
stability of existing export incentives, 
that is, an assurance that the incen¬ 
tives would continue. 

The committee recommended 
that a national investment law 
should be seriously considered 
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codifying the existing policy and - 
practices relating to dividend .<1 
repatriation,disinvestmentandnon', t 
discrimination subject to condition^ 
that may be specified in respect 
employment of foreign nationals. ‘ | 

Tough year for world | 

economy ■ » 

♦ The world economy, after suffer-; | 
ing through two years of dismal.:^- 
growth, may fare a little better in 1993 I 
an unexpectedly severe recessions in; | 
Japan and Europe continue to retard ' 
growth, according to an IMP projec¬ 
tion. The IMF's new economic ■’ 
forecast highlights the dangers facing' : 
the fragile economic recovery under-, ; 
way in the U.S., for instance. 

While America is-expected to ; 
perform better than any odier major ; 
economic power this ‘ year, 
economists are worried that Ihe sul> ■ 
dued U.S. recovery is at risk from. 
weakness in the world's two othw 
economic superpowers—^Japan and , 
Germany. 

The sluggish global economy,: 
rising trade tensions between the 
economic superpowers and efforts to 
tie up the loose ends on a $ 28.4 bil¬ 
lion economic aid package for Russia . 
are at the top of dre IMF World Bank . r 
agenda. 

A senior IMF official felt that the . 
global economy was "bad still bad 
and it could be worse". The IMF ' 
Managing Director stated that for the 
world economy to escape from the 
doldrums the U.S. would need to at¬ 
tack its budget deficit and Japan . 
would have to come forward with a 
new stimulus programme of spend- ’ 
ing increases and tax cuts. The IMF ~ 
forecast no growth at all this year and . 
less than a 1 per cent increase in out- . 
put for 1994. This anaemic perfor¬ 
mance was blamed on what could be 
the worst recession in post-war his¬ 
tory in Germany, the dominant ■ 
ectmomy in Europe. Overall, the IMF 
is looking for industrial countries to . i 
expand output by around 1.5 percent 
this year, a forecast that has been cut^v h 
almost in half. ‘1; | 
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SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT 


Round-up of Current General Knowledge 


ABBREVIATIONS 

AFTA; Asia Free Trade Area. 

AJT: Advanced Jet Trainer. 

AMC: Asset Management Com¬ 
panies. 

APEC: Asia-Pacific Economic 
Corporation. 

ARP: Assets Reconstruction 
Fund. 

ASLV: Augmented Satellite 
Launch Vehicle. 

• ATA: Air Time Authority (Pre¬ 
viously known as Broadcasting 
Council of India). 

ATCI: Air Time Committee of 
India. 

ATM: Automatic teller Machine. 

ATN: Asian Television Network. 

CGC: Crystal Growth Centre. 

CITES: Convention on Interna¬ 
tional Trade in Endangered Species. 

ClASP: Child Labour Action 
and Support Project. 

CLASS: Computer Literacy and 
' Studies in School. 

CRR; Cash Reserve Ratio. 

CSD: Commission on Sus¬ 
tainable Development. 

ECO: Economic Cooperation Or¬ 
ganisation. 

I ECSD: Electronic Clearance Set¬ 
tlement and Depository Facility. 

EHTP: Electronic Hardware 
Technology Parks. 

EPS: Employees Pension 

Scheme. 

ERM: (European) Exchange Rate 
Mechanism. 

FARM: Forum of Farmers and 
Ruralite MPs. 

FII: Foreign Institutional Inves¬ 
tors. 

GCA: General Currency Area. 

GSP: Generalised Special 
Preferences 

GSTP: Global System of Trade 
Preferences. 
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HVDC: High Voltage Direct Cur¬ 
rent. 

INSAS: Indian Small Arms Sys¬ 
tem. 

IPEC: International Programme 
on the Elimination of Child Labour. 

IPR: Intellectual Property Rights. 

IPRS: International Price Reim¬ 
bursement Scheme. 

IPU: Inter-Parliamentary Union. 

IREP: Integrated Rural Energy 
Planning. 

lYF: International Year of Family. 

JPC: Joint Parliamentary Com¬ 
mittee. 

JWG: Joint Working Group. 

LERMS: Liberalised Exchange 
Rate Management System. 

LTA: Light Transport Aircraft. 

MDB: Multilateral Development 
Bank. 

MEP: Minimum Export Price. 

MRTS: Mass Rapid Transit Sys¬ 
tem. 

MTO: Multilateral Trade Or¬ 
ganisation. 

NAFTA: North America Free 
Trade Agreement. 

NAV: Net Asset Value. 

NNRMS: National Natural 
Resource Management System. 

NPT: (Nuclear) Non-Prolifera¬ 
tion Treaty. 

NRBI: National Rural Bank of 
India. 

NRF: National Renewal Fund. 

NRR: National Reproduction 
Rate. 

NSC: National Security Council. 

NSE: National Stock Exchange. 

OIC: Organisation of Islamic 
Countries. 

OTCEI: Over the Counter Ex¬ 
change of India. 

OIDB: Oil Industry Develop¬ 
ment Board. 

PATA; Pacific-Asia Travel As- 
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sociation. 

RAF: Rapid Action Force. 

RECSA: Regional Economic 
Cooperation in South ^sia. 

SALM: Surface Airlifted Mail. 

SAPTA: SAARC Preferential 
Trading Agreement. 

SEBI: Securities and Exchange 
Board of India. 

SITTDEC: South Investment 
Trade Technology Data Centre. 

SLR; Statutory Liquidity Ratio. 
SSP: Sardar Sarovar Project. 

START: Strategic Arms Reduc¬ 
tion Treaty. , 

TRIPS: Trade Related Intellec¬ 
tual Property Rights. 

UNTAC: United Nations Transi- ■ 
tional Authority for Cambodia. 

VRS: Voluntary Retirement 
Scheme. 

AVIATION 

Indian Transport plane in pipeline 

* The Indian Light Transport 
Aircraft is no longer a dream. The 
concept and design of the aircraft are 
ready and the project definition 
report will be ready soon. 

The LTA will be a ninc-to-four- 
teen seater aircraft diat would be able 
to fly by day or night with short take¬ 
off and landing capability in any ter¬ 
rain. 

The project is being undertakoi 
in collaboration with Russia. 

Assuming that the peoject gets 
green signal from all quarters, the 
nrst flight of prototype will be pos¬ 
sible by December 1994. The ptoduc* 
tion could start in 1995 and the first 
aircraft could roll out by end-199$. 
The total expenditure is expected to 
beRsSOOcrore. 

AWARDS • 

NATIONAL AWARDS 
Arjuna Awards, 1991 

# Limba Ram (Archery), Rajeev 
Bagga (Badminton), D.S. Yadav 
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(Boxing), Dalvir S. Rathor (Rowing), 
Chhaya Adak (Weightlifting), Capt 
Adhirid Singh (Equestrian), K. 
Udayakumar (Volleyball) and Ali 
Sher (GolQ. 

Maulana Azad ’Drophy. Given to 
the university with the best record in 
sports, was claimed by the Guru 
Manak Dev University, Amritsar. 

Dr B.C. Roy Award, 1992 

♦ The recipients of the national 
award include; Dr P.K. Sethi, Prof of 
Microbiology, Jaipur; Dr T. Jacob 
John, Professor of Microbiology, Vel¬ 
lore and Dr K.S. Qiugh, Professor of 
Nephrology, Chandigarh. 

The award carries a cash award 
of Rs one lakh and a silver salver 
each. 

Borlaug Awards, 1992 . 

# Dr Amrita Patel, Prof Surajit K. 
Datta and Dr M. Rao have been ^ven 
the Borlaug awards for outstanding 
contributions to agriculture. 

E>r Patel is the first woman to be 
chosen for the award. 

Dhanvantri Award, 1991 

# Internationally renovraed 
neurologist, Dr Eddie P. Bharucha, 
for his outstanding contribution to 
the medical science, specially in the 
field on neurology. 

G.D. Birla Award for Scientific 
Research, 1992 

* Prof Goverdhan Mehta, Professor, 
School of Chemistry, University of 
Hyderabad has been honoured with 
this award. 

Indian Natioruil Science Academy 
Awards, 1991 

Chandrasekhar Venkataraman 
Medal: Dr Ashesh Prosad Mitra, 
Director General, Council of Sciei- 
tific and Industrial Research (CSIR). 

' Shanti Swarup B/tafmtvar Medal: 
Professor Bimal Kumar Bachawat, 
FNA, Head of the Department of 
Biochemistry, University of Delhi. 

CV. Ratrm Research Professorship: 
Professor Govindaxajan Pad- 
manaban of Department of 
Biochemistry, Indian Iiutitute' of 
Science, Bangalore. 

P,C. Makalanobis Medal (1990): 
Professor G.S. Sanyal, Executive 
Director, Science and Technology 
Entrepreneurs Park JSTEP), IlT, 


Khara^ttr. 

HJ. Bhabha Medal (1990): Dr P.K. 
Iyengar, Chairman; Atomic Energy 
Commission, Bombay. 

K.R. Ramanathah Medal (1990): 
Professor P.R. Pisharoty, Emeritus 
Professor, Physical Research 
Laboratory, Ahmraabad. 

Professor Shyarn Bahadur Saksena 
Memorial Award: Professor H.Y. 
Mohan Ram, Deoartment of Botany, 
University of Delhi. 

Indira Gandhi award for National ‘ 
Integration, 1992 

% Paramdham Ashram, Paunar, 
Wardha (Maharashtra) has been 
given the award for outstanding 
work in the cause of national integra¬ 
tion. 

The award consists of Rs'1,51,000 
in cash and a citation. 

Indira Gandhi Faryavaran 
PuTuskar (Environment Award), 
1991 

♦ Noted industrialist Mr S.P. Godrej 
in recognition to the contribution in 
the field of environment. 

The award carries Rs one lakh in 
ca^. 

In the category of organisations, 
the award has gone to Dasholi Gram 
Swarajya Mandal of Gopeshwar 
(Uttar Pradesh). 

Iqbal Samman, 1992 

* The prestigious Urdu literature 
award, for 1992 has been given to the 
Urdu poet Majrooh Sultanpuri. 

The award has been instituted 1:^ 
the government of Madhya Pradesh. 

Jamnalal Bajaj Awards, 1992 

For outstanding contribution 
loiwifds the uvliftmenl and welfare of 
women and children: Shalini Moghe, 
Director of Bal Niketan Sangh, In¬ 
dore, Madhya Pradesh. 

For outstanding contribution in the 
field ^ constructive work: Prof Thakur- 
das Bang Gopuri of Wardha, 
Maharashtra. 

For the application of science and 
technology for rural development: K; 
VishawanAthan, founder-director 
Mitraniketan Vellanad iHvandrum, 
Kerala. 

International award for promoting 
Gatidhian values outside India: Dr 
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Homer A. Jack <rf USA. . v; 

Each award carries a dtatiem,^ ; 
trophy and Rs one lakh in ca^ or. itir;;; 
equivalent in foreign exchange.^.;;; 
the intemational award. . 

Jnanpith Award, 1992 ".^4 

# Mr Naresh Mehta, tiie 
known Litterateur, has ba^ed 
prestigious 29th Bharatiya Jnan0i#'£ 
Award, for 1^2, for his out^ndir^. 'f 
contribution to Indian literature'It 
through creative writing in Hirtdl'^,; 
during ttie period 1972‘91. 

Mr Mehta is the fifth Hindi poef-:! 
to receive the award. Other redpienfc? ' 
were; Sumitranandan Pant, S. 
Dinkar, S.H.V. Ajneya and Mahadevi. 
Verma. 

The award carries a citationr^T.; 
que and a bronze replica of Vametdj ' 
besides a cheque for Rs two lalm. » / 
Kabir Samman, 1991 

# The Kabir Samman for excellence, 
outstanding creativity and dedica¬ 
tion in the fidd of Indian poetry, has ; 
been given to distinguished Maratiii 
poet Mr Govind Vinayak Karandikar. 

The award has been instituted by 
the government of Madlwa Wadedfi 
and carries a sum of Rs 1.5 lakh and a 
plaque of honour. 

Kalidas Samman, 1992-93 

# Renowned Kudiattam dancer and f 

Guru, Mr Amanur Madhav Chakyar, 
has been given the Kalidas Samman > 'E; 
for 1992-93. F 

The award carries Rs one lakh in ' 
cash and a citation. The award has 
been instituted by the Madhya 
Pradesh government. 

Konarak Samman, 1991 

# The first Konarak Samman has 
been conferred to Mrs Subbulakdinu,, 
the doyen of Carnatic classical music. < 

The award, a national honouf, 
has been constituted by the Orisu. : 
State Council of Culture. 

Lata Mangeshkar award, 1992 

# Two awards have been instituted.; 
in the name of Lata Mangeshkar. Ute 
award instituted by Government of. 
Madhya Pradesh, for 1992-93, has 
been given to music composer, Rahul.; 
Dev ourman. Another award, in¬ 
stituted by the government of ; 
Maharashtra, to ma« the 50 years of' 
singing by Lata Mangeshkar, haa 
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been given to classical singer, Manik 
Venna, for 1992. 

Lai Bahadur Shastri Memorial 
Award, 1988 

For promoting Indian Cultural, 
ethical and moral values abroad: Ram 
Lai Sachdev. 

For outstanding contribution to 
Agricultural Sciences: Dr V.R.P. Sinha, 
Director of Central Institute of 
Fisheries; Dr Ram Pratap Singh, 
Director of Extension, N.D. Univer¬ 
sity of Agriculture and Technology. 

For outstanding contribution to 
development: Dr S.Z. Qasim, who led 
the first Indian expedition to An¬ 
tarctica; Dr Pran Pyari Bhat, a senior 
scientist of National Biotechnology 
Centre. 

Moortidevi Award, 1991 

# The ninth Moortidevi award for 

1991 has been given to Dr Pratibha 
Roy, an Oriya writer, for her reflective 
novel Yajnaseni. 

The award carries a citation pla¬ 
que, a statuette and a cheque of Rs 
51,000. 

Nehru Literacy Award, 1987 

# Noted scholar, author and par¬ 
liamentarian, Prof N.G. Ranga for his 
contribution towards removal of il¬ 
literacy among the adult men and 
women of India. 

Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna award, 

1992 

# Grandmaster Vishwanathan 
Anand is the first sportsperson to 
receive this prestigious award. 

The award carries a cash amount 
of Rs one lakh. 

R.D. Birla National Award, 1992 

# The Rameshwardas Birla Nation¬ 
al Award for outstanding research 
work done by an Indian scientist in 
medical and related fields has been 
given to Dr Madhav G. Deo, Chief of 
^ncer Research Institute at the Tata 
Memorial Centre. 

Republic Day Awards, 1993 

# The Republic Day awards, which 
are announced every year on the eve 
of the Republic Day have not been 
announced for 1993 following the 
government's decision to await the 
verdict of the court on the con¬ 
stitutionality of these awards. 


The awards—Bfcirflf Ratna, 
Padma Vibhushan, Padtna Bhushan and 
Padma Shri—have been challenged in 
two High Courts. 

Ashok Chakra: The country's 
highest civilian award, Ashok Chidcra, 
has been awarded to Second Lt 
Rakesh Singjh of the Grenadiers, who 
made the supreme sacrifice of his life 
in saving one of his men while 
counter-attacking a group of Kash¬ 
miri militants in December 1992. 

Saraswati Samman, 1993 

* Well-known Oriya poet and Lit¬ 
terateur, Mr Ramakant Ratir has been 
selected for the 1993 Saraswati Sam¬ 
man for his work Sriradha. The award 
has been instituted by the KJC. Birla 
Foundation. 

Shankar Puniskar, 1992 

# Well-known Hindi litterateur 
Govind Chandra Pande has been 
given the first Shankar Puruskar for 
his book Bharatiya Parampra Ke Mool 
Sivar. 

The award has been instituted by 
the K.K. Birla foundation for works in 
Hindi on Indian philosophy, culture 
and art. It carries a cash award of Rs 
one lakh. 

Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar awards, 
1992 

For biological sciences; Dr 
Dipankar Chatterji of Centre for Cel- 
lular and Molecular Biology, 
Hyderabad and Dr K. Dharmalm- 
gam of Madurai Kamaraj University. 

For chemical sciences: Dr Sumit 
Bhaduri of Alchemie Research 
Centre, Thane and Dr S. Ramasesha 
of the Indian Institute of Science, Ban¬ 
galore. 

For earth, atmosphere, ocean and 
planetary sciences: Dr S.R. 9ietye of 
National Institute of Oceanography, 
Goa. 

For engineering sciences: Dr V,S. 
Borkar of the Indian Institute of 
Science, Bangalore. 

For mathematics: Dr Maithili 
Sharan of Indian Institute of Technol¬ 
ogy, New Delhi. 

For medicine: Dr N.K. Mehia of 
All India Institute of Medical Scien¬ 
ces, New Delhi and Dr U.N. Das of 
Nizam's Institute of Medical Sden- 
ces, Hyderabad. 


For Physical sciences: Dr S.R. 
Shenoy of University of Hyderabad 
and Dr Vikram Kumar of Solid State 
Physics Laboratory, New DelhL 

Sharad Josh! Award, 1993 

# The i^t Sharad Joshi Samman, in¬ 
stituted by the govemnwnt of Mad¬ 
hya Pradesh, has been given to the 
well-known satirist, Mr Harishankar 
Parsai. The award carries a citation 
and a cash prize of Rs SyXK). 

Tansen Samman, 1992 

# IWo Hindustani music stalwarts, 
Mr Ramrao Naik of Bangalore and 
Pandit Sharat Chandra Akolkar of 
Bombay share the award. 

Tansen Samman has been in¬ 
stituted by the government of Mad¬ 
hya Pradesh and carries a cash prize 
of Rs one lakh and a plaque. 

liilsi Samman, 1991 

♦ The 1991 award has been given to 
Mr Balappa V. Hukkeri, Mr Balkrish- 
na Das and Mr Jhaduram Devangana 
for their contribution in promotion 
and development of tribal folk arts. 

The award has been instituted by 
the government of Madhya Pradesh. 

Vachaspati Puruskar, 1993 

♦ The first Vachaspati Puruskar 
(award) for Sanskrit writing has been 
given to Dr Jagaimath Pathak of 
Jammu for his work Mridvika. The 
award has been instituted by the K.K. 
Birla Foundation and carries Rs 
50,000 in cash. 

Vlktam Sarabhai Award, 1990 

# The first Vikram Sarabhai award, 
instituted by the Indian Space Re¬ 
search Organisation (ISRO), has been 
given to Soviet academician V.A. 
Kotilnikov. 

The award will be presented 
once in two years in recognition of 
outstanding contributions, made by 
scientists in the world, to space re¬ 
search in developing countnes. The 
award consists of a gold medal and a 
citation. 

\^as Samman, 1993 

♦ Prof Shiv Prasad Singh has been 
given this award for his novel, 
Neela Chand. This Rs 1.50 lakh 
award is accorded to an outstand¬ 
ing Hindi literary work of an In¬ 
dian citizen published during the 
past ten years. 
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INTERNATIONAL AWARDS 
Nobel Prizes, 1992 

For Peace: Ms Rigoberta Menchu, 
Indian leader of Guatemala and 
human rights campaigner. 

For Literature: Derek Walcott, 
England-based West Indian author. 

For Economics: Gary S. Becker of 
the University of Chicago, USA. 

r or Physics: Georges Charpak of 
Prance. 

For Chemistry: Prof Rudolph A. 
Marcus of California Institute of 
Technology, USA. 

For Medicine: Two American 
biochemists, Edmund Fischer and 
Edwin Kreb.s, share the award. 

Jawaharlal Nehru award for 
International Understanding, 1992 

* Mrs Aruna Asaf Ali, veteran of the 
Satyagraha movement of 1932, Civil 
Disobedience movement of 1941 and 
heroine of the Quit India movement 
of 1942 has been given this award. 

The award carries a cheque of Rs 
15 lakh and a citation. 

The 1992 Indira Gandhi prtze for 
Peace, Disarmament and 
Development 

* Dr SaburoOkita, a former Foreign 
Minister of Japan and a well-known 
economist has been nominated for 
this award. 

Indira Gandhi Award for 
International Justice and Harmony 

* The first Indira Gandhi award for 
international justice and harmony 
has been given to PLO chief Yasser 
Arafat. 

The award, comprising a silver 
shield, is instituted by the Indian 
Council of World Affairs (ICWA). 

Ramon Magsaysay Awards, 1992 

For journalism, literature and crea¬ 
tive communication arts: Si tar maestro 
Ravi Shankar of India. 

For government service: 
Democracy leader Chamlong Srim- 
nang of Thailand. 

For community leadership: Shaik 
Sultan Khan of Pakistan. 

For international understanding: 
Washington Sycip of USA. 

Booker Prize, 1992 

* Sri Lanka-bom Canadian writer. 


Michael Ondaatje, shares the 1992 
Booker prize with Britain's Barry Un- 
sworth. While Ondaatje has been 
given the award for his book "The 
English Patient", Unsworth has got 
the award for his novel "Sacred 
Hunger". 

Global Booker Prize, 1992 

♦ Mr Mark Kharitonov of Russia 
has won the first International 
Booker Prize for his novel. Lines of 
Fate. 

The Booker prize is one of the 
world's most prestigious literary 
awards which is given annually for 
the best English-language novel of 
the year. This was the first time that 
the competition was extended to 
other languages also. 

Earth Prizes, 1992 

♦ The 1992 Earth prizes or 'Green 
Nobels' have been awarded to the 
UN Development Programme 
(UNDP), the UN Environment 
Programme (UNEP) and Mr Maurice 
Strong, Secretary General of the UN 
Conference on Environment and 
Development (UNCED). They were 
recognised for their contribution to 
UNCED's 'Earth Summit' which was 
held in June 1992 at Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil. 

Simon Bolivar Prize, 1992 

♦ The 1992 International Simon 
Bolivar prize has been jointly won by 
Ms Aung San Suu Kyi, leader of op¬ 
position in Myanmar, and the former 
Tanzanian President, Mr Julius 
Nyerere. 

The award has been instituted by 
UNESCO. 

United Nations Population award, 
1992 

♦ Mr JRD Tata and the New York 
based Population Council share the 
UN Population award, 1992. 

Kalinga award, 1992 

♦ The 1992 Kalinga Prize for the 
popularisatitm of science has been 
jointly awarded to Dr Jorge Flores 
Valdes of Mexico and Dr Peter 
Dkebnkola of Nigeria. 

This international award is 

K resented every year by the United 
lations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) to 
a person with a distinguished career 




:-— 

of service in the interpretation oip 
science and research to me public.' ;| 

HLM AWARDS 1 

Dadasaheb Phalke Award, 1992 
* The 24th Dadasaheb Phall^l 
award, the highest award of Indie 
contribution, to cinema, has beetle ^ 
given to Dr Bhupen Hazarika, t|^/' 
doyen of culture in norfii-east 

The award consists of a casH^'C 
prize of Rs one lakh, a citation and,^^ 
shawl. 

40th National Film Awards ' /p 

Best Feature Film (Svxaifk'i- 
Kamal): "Bhagvad Geetha", direct^,\ 
by G.V. Iyer. The film translates theif 
immortal philosophy of the scripture I 
into a "Powerful Cinematic IdtcMn'v “ 
It was the only Sanskrit film entered:' 

"Padma Nadir Maihi", a Bengali 
film, was adjudged the second oeSf;] 
feature film. 

Best Actor. Mithun Chakraborty. 
for his performance in Bengali film^a 
"Tahader Katha". 

Best Actress: Dimple Kapadia fof.^^ 
her role in "Rudaali". 

Best Supporting Actor. Sur^y ? 
Deol for his role in "Damini". ; 

•'■fg 

Best Supporting Actress: RevattB-'^.. 
Menon for her role in Tamil filltti]-- 
"Thevar Magan". 

Best Playback Singer (Male): Dr 
Rajkumar, popular Kannada actor. ; 

Best Playback Singer (Female); Sv'j 
Janaki for the Tamil film 'Thev«. 
Magan". 

Best Child Artist: Amit Phalkg 
for his role in "Mujhse Dosti Karoge". 

Indira Gandhi award for thehest 
first film of a director. Ms Pamela 
Rooks for "Miss Beatty's Children". 

Nar^s Dutt award for best filtn.^ 
on National Integration: "Rioja",{ 
directed by Mani Rathnam. ; 

Best feature film providing-^ 
wholesome entertainment "Sa^m* J 
in Malayalam. , 

Best music director. A.Rj Rah-,: 
man for his music in "Roja". ; 

Best lyric: Vairamathu tor hiS i 
songs in "Roja". | •; ■ 

Special fury award: iSivajii 
Ganeshan for "Thevar Magan" ana j 
Ketan Mehta for "Maya Mem^abf^V 
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Best film Critic: Sudhir Bose. 
Best Non-feature film: "In Search 
■ of Indian Theatre". 

Best Book on Cinema: "Awara", 
a study of Rai Kapoor's cinema by 
Mrs Gayatri Chatterjee. 

Best film on environment: 
"Cheluvi", Hindi film by Girish Kar- 
nad. 

Regional films: Relar-Alir- 
Durari-Ban (Assamese), Tahader Katha 
(Bengali), Suraj Ka Salvaan Ghoda 
(Hindi), Harakcya Kari (Kannada), 
Swaroopam (Ma'layalam), Ek Hola 
Vidusltak (Marathi), Vinya (Tamil), 
Aftkurain (Telugu), Electric Moon 
(English). 

BOOKS 

Another Life 

# It is a semi-autobiographical 
single poem of more than 1.50 pages 
which celebrates life and art in the 
Caribbean. It is written by Derek Wal¬ 
cott, winner of the 1992 Nfobel prize 
for literature. 

Bharatiya Parampara Ke Mool 
Swar 

.♦ This book has been written by Mr 
Govind Chandra Pande who has 
won the first Shankar Puruskar for 
6^e year 1992. It embodies four lec¬ 
tures delivered at Hiranand Shastri 
Memorial Lectures. It is a "unique 
work of an extraordinary Indian 
genius exhibiting scholarship twined 
with deep sensitivity towards the 
philosophy of art and beauty". 

Dream of Fair to Middling Women 

# This was the first novel by Nobel 
prize-winning playwright, Samuel 
Beckett, written during the sum¬ 
mer of 1932, when he was just 26. 
But it was never published. Now, 
after nearly 60 years it is to be pub¬ 
lished. 

The novel is the tale of a young 
man, his life and loves in Dublin, 
Ireland and his travels in Europe. 

I, Rigoberta 

# This book has been written by Ms 
itigoberta Mcnchu, winner of the 
1992 Nobel Peace Prize. In the book 
she describes the tortures inflicted by 
iie military on her family and how 
villagers prepared against a feared 
nilitary assault. 


Lines of Fate 

♦ Lines of Fate has been written by 
Mark Kharitonov, winner of the first 
International Booker Prize, 1992. It 
tells the story of a graduate student 
who sets about deciphering the 
thoughts of long-forgotten Russian 
scholar, written in the back of candy 
wrappers. 

Neela Chand 

# Neela Chand is an epic novel by 
I Prof Shiv Prasad Singh, winner of the 

1993 Viyas Samman. It depicts the 
society and culture of Kashi during 
the medieval age. 

Omeros 

♦ Written by the 1992 Nobel Prize 
for literature winner, Derek Walcott, 
is a 323-page narrative which 
recreates Homer's epic in a Carib¬ 
bean setting. 

Yajnaseni 

# Written by Dr Pratibha Roy, win¬ 
ner of the 1991 Moortidevi awai^, the 
novel is based on Draupdi, the Pan¬ 
da va queen. In Yajnaseni the autfior 
has tried to depict Draupdi in a 
modern context, mixing mythology 
with emotion, sociology and 
metaphysics. 

CONFERENCES 

89th Conference of IPU 

♦ The 89th Conference of the Inter¬ 
parliamentary Union was held in 
New Delhi from April 12 to 17,1993. 
Parliamentarians from 118 countries 
participated. The conference con¬ 
cluded by calling upon the countries 
in the world to help bring about a 
peaceful solution in Bosnia. It also 
called upon all member countries to 
fully cooperate with the UN effort to 
maintain an international register to 
record the sale or transfer of arms to 
ensure "transparency" in arnns deals. 

The 90th conference will be held 
in Australia. 

50th session of ESCAP to be held 
in 1994 in India 

# The 50th session of the Economic 
and Social Commission for Asia and 
the Pacific (ESCAP) wUl be held in 
New Delhi in 1994. India has been a 
founder-member of ESCAP which 
came into being in 1947 (then it was 
known as the &onomic Commission 
for Asia and the Far East). 


The theme topic of the conference 
will be "infrastructure development 
as key to economic growtn and 
regional economic cooperation". 

coNsmunoN 

Citizenship for children of Indian 
mothers abroad 

♦ The Parliament has approved a 
Bill seeking to eliminate aiscrimina- 
tion against women in the matter of 
citizenship of their childretv 

Under the bill, a person born out¬ 
side India would be deemed to be an 
Indian citizen if either of his/her 
parents are Indian. Earlier the 
provision applied only if the father 
was an Indian citizen. 

DAYS; YEARS 

1994 to be International Year of 
Family 

♦ The family is a natural and fun¬ 
damental unit of society. It warrants 
special attention. Attention of 
governments too. More so today 
when the family is disintegrating ail 
over the world. 

To increase awareness of family 
issues among governments as well as 
in the private sector, the United Na¬ 
tions had declared that 1994 will be 
observed as the International Year of 
Family. 

1993 is year of indigenous people 

♦ The Secretary-General of UN, Mr 
Boutros Boutros-Ghali, launched 
1993 as the international year for the 
world's indigenous people. 

Indigenous people, estimated to 
number some 300 million in more 
than 70 countries, are descendants of 
the original inhabitants. 

They include American Indians, 
Arctic ^euts and inuits, Australian 
aboriginals. New Zealand maoris, 
African luaregs and the Hmong of 
Southeast Asia. 

SAARC Disabled Day 

♦ The SAARC will observe Decem¬ 
ber 3 as Disabled Day in consonance 
with the decision of the UN to ob¬ 
serve this day as International Dis¬ 
abled Day. It has been recommended 
that appropriate legislation should 
be enacted, in the member-States, to 
protect, safeguard and promote the 
interests of disabled persons. 
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World Health Day 

# The World Health Organisation 
dedicated April 7, 1993, the World 
Health Day, to the 3.5 million people 
who d ie annually in violent acts, both 
intentional and accidental. 

According to a WHO report, 
about one million of the violent 
deaths were intentional, the result of 
either homicides or suicides. The 
other 2.5 million were caused by acci¬ 
dents at home, work or on the streets 
and in natural catastrophes. 

Hungary is the country with 
highest level of suicides: 48.4 per 
100,000 for men and 14.6 per 100,000 
for women. 

Worid Tourism Day 

# The World Tourism Day was 
celebrated on September 27, 1992. 
The theme was: "Tourism—A path 
towards social and economic integra¬ 
tion of continents, an avenue of dis¬ 
covery between people." 

World No-Tobacco Day 

# The World Health Organisation 
(WHO) had declared May 31 as "No 
Tobacco Day" to highlight,, the in¬ 
jurious effects of tobacco. 

DEFENCE 

'Prithvi' Inducted into Army 

# Prithvi, India's first indigenously 
built long-range surface-to-surface 
missile, has been inducted into the 
Indian Army. The 11 corps has 
achieved the distinction of being the 
first to be equipped with this missile. 

Prithvi can carry a payload of 
nearly one tonne. It has an onboard 
computer to perform inertial naviga¬ 
tion. (In inertial navigation system, 
the computer reads the topography 
of the area over which the missile is 
flying and changes its flight as per the 
changes in layout of the ground.) 

It can correct its flight even if the 
engines have burned out. This mis¬ 
sile system can store a number of al¬ 
ternative commands to change the 
flight path so as to evacle the 
'Tatriot"-type anti-missile system. 

Loaded with the fuel, Prithvi has 
a shelf life of five years. Without the 
propellant fuel its life is 25 years. 

Main Battle Tank, Aijun, ready 

# Arjun, India's own Main Battle 
Tank (MBT), was formally launched 
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on March 1,1993 after two decades of 
labour. India has, thus, joined the ex¬ 
clusive club of world powers capable 
of manufacturing such tanks. 

Arjun has been designed to meet 
the stringent specifications of the 
Army. It represoits the translation of 
advanced design into a reliable and 
effective weapon system, to meet the 
varied threats of 90's*and beyond. It 
offers the troops a state-of-the-art 
tank with superior fire power, high 
mobility and excellent protection. 

At present only five military 
powers manufacture MBTs. They are: 
America's Abrams MIAl, Germany's 
Leopard-2, France's Le Clive, UK's 
Challenger and Israel's Merkava. 
MBT Arjun is more or less like 
Germany's Leopard since it carries 
the German engine. In performance it 
can be compart to Abrams MIAl of 
USA. 

Missile launch vehicle developed 

* Indian defence scientists have 
developed a state-of-art armoured 
combat vehicle that will carry and 
launch the deadly mi.ssiles, Trishul, 
Akash and Nag. 

Named Sarath, this Infantry 
Combat Vehicle (ICV) has been in- 
novatively modified by scientists at 
the Avadi-ba,sed Combat Vehicles Re- 
search and Development Estab¬ 
lishment (CVRDE) to suit die new 
generation missile systems that are to 
be inducted into the armed forces in 
the next few years. 

Sarath is basically a Russian- 
designed BMP-2 tracked ICV being 
produced under technology transfer 
at the ordnance factory in Medak dis¬ 
trict of Andhra Pradesh. 

ALH test-flight successful 

♦ The first prototype of the Ad¬ 
vanced Light Helicopter (ALH), 
developed by the Hindustan 
Aeronautics Limited (HAL) was offi¬ 
cially test-flown successfully on 
August 30,1992. The Vice-President, 
Mr K.R. Narayanan dedicated the 
ALH to the nation. 

The twin-engined ALH, per¬ 
ceived as the lightest helicopter in the 
world, can seat upto fourteen per¬ 
sons, including two crew. The four- 
tonne prototype is capable of 
achieving a sp^ of 330 kmph and is 
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designed for multi-role appliCatiQiW 
in both defaice and civil Derations. ; 
The ALH has been develt^ed in edf- 
laboration witfi Eurocopter, formerly 
MBB of West Germany. 

Pilotless target aircraft • 

# Pilotless target aircraft Laksht^ j 

will soon be offered to the Army, 
Navy and Air Force for their evalua*;i 
tion prior to induction. i 

Three successful flights of the in- .h, 
digenousiy developed liiisftya wem..} 
carried out by the Defence Research. '' 
and Development Organisation at ' 
the Interim test range, Chandipore, - , 
on September 16,17 and 21,1992. 

Lakshya has been desired as a . 
practice target system for live firing .< 
of guns and missiles. 

At present the Indian Air Force 
uses pilotless target aircraft Chukor, 
of American company Northrop. 

INS Sutlej commissioned 

# The INS Sutla, a hydrographic 

survey ship, whicn had actively par- 
ticipated in World War II, was com- ' fc 
missioned at the Garden Reach'-? 
ship-building yard, after recondition- ^ 
ing, on February 19,1993. ' 

The ship would be the Sandhayidc.' 
class of hydrographic survey ship, int| ‘..J 
digenousiy desimed by the Indiaii 
Navy. It would facilitate interfacing 
of all on-board navigation,''; 
hydrographic and oceanographic'' 
sensors and provide on-line process¬ 
ing, monitoring, logging and prirth- . * 
ing facilities. ’ f 

INS Mysore launched * 

# The second largest indigenously 
made warship of fodian Navy, INS 
Mysore, was launched on June 5, i, 
1993. 

The 160-metre long, 6,0(X) toiUte':1 
destroyer will be fitted witfv latest f 
weapons, powerful early warnir^- ft 
sensors, electronic warfare equip-. S 
ment two large helicopters and all 4 
gas-turbine propulsion plant— 1 
which will make it capable of achiev- | 
ing high speeds. The ship will also £ 
carry sophisticated surface-to-sui> f 
face and surface-to-air missiles. | 
When fully ready, INS Mysore will be fe 
similar to ships being built by ad- .’I 
vanced countries. S 

The first destroyer, INS DelH -4 
was launched in February 1991 arui ii'v;| 
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expected to be commissioned in 1994. 
The third destroyer is under con¬ 
struction at the Mazagon Docks, 
Bombay. 

EXPEDITIONS 

Indian women scale Mt Everest 
# On May 10, 1993 Santosh Yadav, 
• deputy leader of the Indo-Nepal 
Everest expedition, became the first 
woman in the world to climb Mt 
' Everest peak for the second time. 
Along with her, two other Indian 
women were also successful in climb- 
' ing onto the peak. They were 20-year- 
old Kunga Bhutia and 19-year-old 
; Dicky Dolma. 

Dicky Dolma, belonging to 
Manali, Himachal Pradesh, has be¬ 
come the youngest woman to climb 
I 8848-metre high Mt Everest. 

I On May 16, 1993 four more In¬ 
dian women achieved the distinction 
of climbing Mt Everest. They were: 
Dipu Sharma, Radha Devi, Suman 
Katyal and Savita Matoliya. They 
were accompanied by two technical 
advisers, Rajiv Sharma and Neema 
Norbu. 

The 16-member all-women In¬ 
dian expedition was led by Ms 
Bachendri Pal, who is the first Indian 
woman to climb Mt Everest. This was 
the fifth Indian expedition to Everest. 

12th Antarctica expedition 
♦ The 12th Indian scientific expedi¬ 
tion to Antarctica was flagged-off 
from Goa on December 6,1992. 

The 56-member expedition is led 
' by Dr V.K. Dhargalkar of the Nation¬ 
al Institute of Oceanography. 

The team will undertake scien- 
. tific work in the field of atmosphere 
' science, meteorology, biology, 
oceanography, geology and environ- 
, mental physiology. 

The summer component of the 
team, comprising of 30 members, will 
return along with 26 members of the 
eleventh winter team, at present in 
Antarctica, under the leadership of 
Mr D.S. Mukherjec, a scientist from 
the Geological Survey of India. 

A new team of 26 members of 
the 12th expedition will stay behind 
to continue the scientific work and 
also maintain the Indian station, 
Maitri. 


First successful unsupported walk 
across Antarctica 

♦ Englishmen, Sir Ranulph Fiennes, 
48, and Dr Michael Stroud, 37, have 
become the first explorers in the 
world to walk and ski, unsupported, 
2,700 km across the Antarctica. They 
had set out on November 9, 1992 
from Gould Bay on Antarctica's At¬ 
lantic Ocean side. 

Going "unsupported" means 
ou go with what you can carry or 
aul. You are not allowed to even 
borrow a cigarette from a passing ex¬ 
pedition. You a re not allowed to radio 
or use pre-positioned caches of food. 
Sledge dogs and motorised vehicles 
are not allowed.-You cannot even call 
for help. If you do, you are 
"supported" and hence disqualified. 

Fiennes and Stroud had two 
sledges, each loaded with about 200 
kg of food and gear. It Uwk them 68 
days to reach the South Pole. En route, 
they suffered from mouth ulcers, 
blurred vision and one of them even 
lost his ski poles and fell into a 
crevasse. But they finally managed to 
break the 1909 record or 1,992 km, by 
covering 2,152 km—the longest un¬ 
supported polar journey. They also 
became the first to cross the landmass 
of Antarctica, unsupported. 

NUCLEAR ENERGY 

Strides in N-cncigy field in 1992 
* India made significant strides in 
various aspects of peaceful applica¬ 
tions of nuclear energy in 1992. 

As a result of indigenous 
capabilities, established over the 
years, the Indian nuclear indastry 
continued to flourish. Two Pres¬ 
surised Heavy Water Reactors 
(PI IWR) became operational—one at 
Narora and the other at Kakrapar. 

In contrast to the very long gesta¬ 
tion periods, experienced with earlier 
nuclear projects in the country, the 
Kakrapar reactor took just eight years 
to attain criticality. It is hoped that 
this experience would enable the in¬ 
dustry to plan and build future reac¬ 
tors in lesser time. 

The three-stage development of 
the nuclear programme, namely the 
first stage of PHWRs, the second of 
fast breeder reactors for burning 
plutonium and the third stage of 


using thorium, is firmly on course. 

In research and development 
areas, nuclear facilities continue to 
provide the country's requirements 
of radio-isotopes, radio-phar¬ 
maceuticals, radiographic equip¬ 
ment, and irradiators for a wide 
range of applications in industry and 
health care. A sewage treatment plant 
using irradiation techniques—the 
first of its kind in Asia—has been set 
up and more are expected to follow. 

Uranium reserves in the country 
are placed at about 70,000 lollnes and 
that of thorium at over 3,60,000 ton¬ 
nes. The uranium reserves can amply 
support the first stage of PHWRs of 
10,000 MWE. The large reserves of 
thorium will be utilised only at the 
later stage after the first two stages 
have been fully implemented. 

Kakrapar power plant operational 

♦ Tlie first unit of the 220 megawatt 
Kakrapar Atoir^ic Power I’roject 
(KAPP) began commercial operation 
on May 6,1993. 

The nuclear power plant is 
situated 86 km from Surat in Gujarat. 
Unit-1 of KAPP is the ninth operating 
nuclear power plant of India. 
Electricity from this plant will be sup¬ 
plied to Gujarat, Maharashtra, Mad- 
nya Pradesh and Goa. 

Koodankulam N-Power Plant 

♦ Kerala will join Andhra Pradesh, 
Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Pon¬ 
dicherry in the setting up of the 
Koodankulam nuclear power plant 
at Kanyakumari, Tamil Nadu. 

The 1,000 MW power plant will 
be executed by the Nuclear Power 
Corporation in about five years at an 
estimated cost of Rs 5,300 crore. The 
funds will come through public bor¬ 
rowings and from the Central and 
State governments. 

France testing new enrichment 
process 

♦ France has announced it has 
developed a new technology for en¬ 
riching uranium that will cut nuclear 
fuel price by more than half and 
render existing enrichment tech¬ 
nologies obsolete by 1996. 

The new process called Silva 
(atomic vapour laser isotope separa¬ 
tion) consumes one-tenth the power 
required for the diffusion process. It 
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uses a combination of high power 
lasers and eiectro-mametic fields to 
separate the fissile (iiranium-235) 
from natural uranium. 

While the principle of the process 
may be well-known, the technology 
is complex enough to prevent nuclear 
proliferation. France took about 10 
years to develop this technology. 

Enrichment is a multi-million 
dollar business and France is confi¬ 
dent of playing a leadership role 
beginning next century by producing 
cheap fuel using the Silva process. 

Synchrotron radiation facility 

* India became a key member of an 
exclusive 15-nation club when its first 
synchrotron radiation facility, 
INDUS-1, an advanced nuclear par¬ 
ticle accelerator, was commissioned 
in 1992 end at the Centre for Ad¬ 
vanced Technology (CAT), Indore. 

A more powerful version of the 
accelerator, lNDUS-2, also being built 
indigenously, will be commissioned 
in 1996. Twenty-six such facilities arc 
in operation in developed countries, 
including the US, UK, Japan, France, 
Germany, Sweden and Russia, while 
17 more are under construction in 
Brazil, China, Taiwan and South 
Korea and 10 more are being 
planned. 

Particle accelerators have many 
important applications. The high 
energy particle beams are an effective 
probe for unravelling the innermost 
structure of the matter and the forces 
that govern its behaviour. These ac¬ 
celerators are also used widely in in¬ 
dustry for treatment of materials, 
welding, drilling of refractory metals 
and etching of microchips in the 
production of integrated circuits. 

OIL 

Plan to tap rich potential of Rawa 
oilfield 

# The Oil and Natural Gas Commis¬ 
sion is planning a Rs 1,200-crore joint 
venture to tap the rich potential of the 
Rawa offshore field 'in Krishna- 
Godavari basin. 

The Rawa offshore field is 
situated 55 km southwest of Andhra 
Pradesh's Kakinada port town. It is 
spread over an area of 330 sq km. It is 
expected to yield 1.272 million tonne 
of oil per year (26,108 barrels per day) 
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and about one million cubic metres of 
gas per day, at its peak stage which 
envisages 28 wells with seven plat¬ 
forms by 1994-95. 

Flow of oil from Rawa field 
marked a significant milestone in the 
ONGC history as it was the first off¬ 
shore field on the coast to go on 
production. 

PERSONS 

Amrohi, Kamal 

♦ Kama] Amrohi was a renowned 
producer-director of the Indian film 
industry. He died on February 11, 
1993 at the age of 75. 

He was best known for his film 
Pakeezah. * 

Ashe, Arthur 

♦ The first black to win the 
Wimbledon, Arthur Ashe died on 
February 7, 1993 of pneumonia 
resulting from AIDS. He was 49. He 
had contracted AIDS through blood 
transfusions. 

Becker, Gary S. 

♦ He is the winner of the 1992 Nobel 
economics prize for extending 
economic analysis to a wide range of 
human behaviour. 

Cariappa, Field Marshal K.M. 

♦ Field Marshal K.M. Cariappa, the 
first Chief of Indian Army after inde¬ 
pendence, died on May 15,1993. 

He was the first Indian officer to 
enter the Staff College in Quetta (now 
in Pakistan). He was also the first In¬ 
dian to be promoted to the rank of 
Lieutenant Colonel. He was also the 
first former Chief of the Army to be 
given a diplomatic assignment. On 
his retirement in 1953, he was ap¬ 
pointed High Commissioner in 
Australia and New Zealand. 

Charpak, Georges 

♦ Georges Charpak of France has 
won the Nobel Physics Prize for 1992 
for his invention and development of 
detectors in high energy physics. 

Clinton, Bill 

♦ Bill Clinton has been elected as the 
42nd President of USA. He belongs to 
the Democratic Party. Born dirt- 
poor in the tiny town of Hope, 
Arkansas, he overcame extra-ondi- 
nary odds and obstacles to reach 
this position. 
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Dolma, Dicky ^ 

♦ 19-year-old girl from Manali 
Himachal Pradesh, Dicky Dolma has | 
become the young^t woman in tte, j 
world to climb Mt Everest. She is a - 
student of 10-f 1 class in Manali. Slia.; S 
was among the thirteen women who,'. i‘, 
were selected for India's first all- ^ I' 
women expedition to Everest. 

Fischer, Edmund ■ | 

♦ He shares the Nobel medicine -7- 

prize with fellow American Edwin/ 
Krebs. They were honoured for thdr. 
discoveries concerning reversible 
protein phosphorylaticm as a biologi-. L 
cal regulatory mechanism. Trie j 
mechanism is responsible for regula- || 
tion of processes as diverse aa* « 
mobilisation of glucose from ' f 
glycogen, prevention of transplant ’f 
rejection by cyclosprin and develop- S 
ment of a cancer from like chronic. ^ 
myeloic leukemia. , . ,1* 

Ghali, Boutros Boutros t 

- • jl* 

♦ Mr Boutros Boutros-GhalL L 

Deputy Prime Minister of Egypt, has [f 
become the first Afro-Arab to become ^ 
the Secretary-General of the United . 
Nations. ji, 

69-year-old Mr Ghali becomes ,,£ 
the sixth chief of the 46-year-oId | 
world body. ^ 

Goray, N.G. |; 

* Mr N.G. Goray was a socialist stal- v; 
wart, freedom fighter and former In- , ^; 
dian High Commissioner to UK. On' . i! 
May 1,1993 he died following a mas- | ’ 
sive heart attack. He was 86. 

During the Quit India movement ,; 
of 1942, he worked underground and : I 
was one of the main accused in the j 
"Maharashtra Conspiracy Case". He - j ?. 
suffered more than ten years of im- ' ^ 
prisonment in various struggles. i : 

Hani, Chris , i 

* Chris Hani, Secretary General of ' ^ 
the Communist Party and the senior M 
leader of file African National Con- F 
gress (ANC) was assassinated in 
Johannesburg, South Africa, on April ¥• 
10, 1993. His a^assination was a fj' 
great set-back to efforts to end Apart-, fi; 
held in South Africa. 

Hazarika, Dr Bhupen ' ^ 

# Dr Bhupen Hazarika is one of the ^ 
leading film-makers of India. He has. , ^ 
been honoured with the 24fit 
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I Dadasaheb Phalke award. 

[ A stalwart in the annals df India's 

cultural heritage. Dr Hazarika is a 
multi-faceted genius who writes 
i poetry and songs, composes music, 
sings and acts. For the last forty years 
he has been working to propagate the 
i better cinema movement in north 
I eastern States, especially Assam. 

Joshi, Lt Gen B.C 

( ♦ Lt Gen B.C. Joshi, AVSM, PVSM, 
General Officer Commanding-in- 
j Chief Western Command, has been 
i appointed the next Chief of Army 
t Staff of India. He will take-over from 
J, Gen S.F. Rodrigues on July 1,1993. 

’’ He was commissioned in Decem- 
^ ber 1954 in the armoured corps, 
j During his career he has held impor- 
; tant command and staff appoint- 
^ ments. He is known for his 
: professionalism and fair sense of jus- 
tice. 

■ Marcus, Rudolph A. 

; * Prof Marcus of California Institute 
of Technology, USA has won the 1992 
' Nobel Chemistry Prize for his con- 
! tribution to the theory of electron 
transfer reactions in chemical system. 

! Mehta, Naresh 

♦ Naresh Mehta is the winner of the 
1992 Jnanpith award. A voice to be 
reckoned with, in modern Hindi 
poetry, he has to his credit, fourteen 
collections of poem.s, seven novels, 
three short-story collections, four 
plays, four works of creative prose 
and a travelogue. He is described by 
his critics as both a traditionalist and 
a modernist. 

Some of his outstanding works 
include; Utsava, Aranya, SamsJmy Ki 
Ek Root and Maltaprastfian. 

Menchu, Rigoberta 
# Ms Rigoberta Menchu is the ninth 
woman to win the Nobel peace prize. 

I She is the leader of Indians in 
Guatemala and a human rights cam¬ 
paigner. She has been a key spokes¬ 
woman for the struggle for 
indigenous rights. 

■ Mukhopadhyaya, Subhash 
♦ Subhash Mukhopadhyaya, an 
eminent Bengali writer, is the winner 
of the 1991 Bharatiya Jnanpith award. 

In 1962 he received Sahitya Akademi 
award for Jato Durei Jai, a collection of 


poems. His first novel HungHts was 
published in 1973. His other major 
works were: Kal Madhurms (1969), Ei 
Bhai (1971) and Chalk Gachhe Bone 
(1972). 

One of his recent col lections, Ja Re 
Kagazer Nauka (1989) speaks of his 
continued creativity and vision. 
Narayanan, K.R. 

# Mr Kocheril Raman Narayanan 
has been elected as the 10th Vice- 
President of India. 

He was inducted into the Indian 
foreign service by Jawaharlal Nehru. 
As a career diplomat he combined 
professional diplomacy with scholas¬ 
tic pursuits. He also had a brief stint 
witn journalism. 

Patil, Shivraj 

# Shivraj Patil has been elected as 
the Speaker of the 10th Lok Sabha. 
Soft-spoken, Mr Patil has earned the 
respect of fellow members for his 
complete impartiality as Deputy 
Speaker of the 9th Lok Sabha. 

Premadasa, Ranasinghe 

♦ President Ranasinghe Premadasa 
of Sri Lanka was assassinated in a 
suicide bomb attack on May 1, 1993. 
His assassination came just over a 
week after his main political rival, Mr 
Lalith Athulathmudali, was gunned 
down while campaigning for the 
provincial council elections. 

Mr Premadasa rose from humble ! 
beginnings to become all powerful 
executive head of State in 1989. 
Rangarajan, Dr C. 

* Dr C. Rangarajan, member Plan¬ 
ning Commission, has been ap¬ 
pointed Governor of the Reserve 
Bank of India. 

A noted economist, he was one of 
the architects of the Exim scrips 
mechanism and LERMS. Before join¬ 
ing the Planning Commission in &p- 
tember 1991, he was deputy governor 
of RBI. 

Roy, Dr Pntibha 

♦ She is the winner of the 1991 
Moortidevi award. She writes in 
Oriya. She has a doctorate in educa¬ 
tional psychology. One of her novels, 
Aparajita, has l^n filmed and also 
won an award for the story. 

Shankar, Pandit Ravi 

♦ Pandit Ravi Shankar, the great 


master of the sitar, has been chos«ii 
for the 1992 Magsaysay award for 
journalism, literature and creative 
communication arts. 

He was initiated into the world of 
arts by his elder brother, Uday 
Shankar. As a member of Uday 
Shankar's troupe he emerged as a 
popular solo dancer and a player of 
the sitar. 

Sharma, Dr Shankar Dayal 

# Dr Shankar Dayal Sliarma has 
been elected as the ninth President of 
India. During an active public career, 
spanning half a century, he 10^ 
earned himself epithets of ex¬ 
perienced administrator, seasoned 

! politician and learned scholar. 

Tambo, Oliver 

# Oliver Tambo was revered by 
South Africa's Blacks as a hero of 
liberation movement. He had led, in 
exile, the then-ljanned African Na¬ 
tional Congress for decades. On April 
24, 1993 he died from a stroke. He 
was 75. 

Although Mr Nelson Mandela 
came to symbolise South Africa's 
anti-apartheid movement, Mr Tambo 
was widely regarded as the man who 
brought the ANC through its 
toughest times. 

Venkatachaliah, Justice M.N. 

# Justice Manepalli Narayanrao 
Venkatachaliah is the new Chief Jus¬ 
tice of India. 

In the domain of law he is a 
respected name. Besides being an ex¬ 
pert on the Constitutional l.aw and 
Civil Law, he is known for his 
humanitarian approach and honesty 
of conviction. 

Walcott Derek 

# He is the winner of the 1992 Nobel 
literature prize. He was bom in 1930 
at St Lucia, the former British Colony, 
north of Trinidad. That was the time 
when the place boast of too many 
luxuries. It didn't even have a 
publishing house. 

He got his first collection of 
poems published), by borrowing 
money from his widowed mother 
who was a poor woman. To make 
money back he hawked his work 
around town. 
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Wijetunga, D.B. 

# Mr Dengiri Banda Wijetunga is 
the new President of Sri Lanka. Pre¬ 
viously he was the Prime Minister. 
He succeeds Mr R. Premadasa, who 
was assassinated in a suicide bomb 
attack. 

Mr Wijetunga was first elected to 
the Parliament in 1965. He joined the 
governing United National Party in 
1946. He is among the most senior 
members of the UW. 

Wolf, Markus 

# The former East German 
spymaster, Mr Markus Wolf, is stand¬ 
ing trial on charges of treason, 
espionage and bribery. He headed 
the communist East German spy ap 
paratus from 1953 to 1986. His high¬ 
ly-placed operatives had frustrated 
western intelligence experts during 
the Cold War. 

PLACES 

Barcelona 

# Barcelona was the venue of the 
25th Modem Olympics. 

With a population of 1.8 million, 
it is the second largest city of %jain 
and the Capital of the autonomous 
community of Catalonia. 

Barcelona has over 1300 sports 
facilities, and 2,000 sporting bodies. 
The oldest and most popular club is 
the Barcelona Football Club which 
was founded in 1897. A city reputed 
for its organisational abilities, Bar¬ 
celona has hosted numerous interna¬ 
tional competitions. 

Ciskei 

# The Ciskei black homeland of 
South Africa was in the news when 
on September 7, 1992 the Ciskeian 
security forces shot and killed at least 
23 African National Congress (ANC) 
supporters who were attempting to 
march on tiie nominally independent 
South African homeland's capital, 
Bisho. 

Czechoslovakia 

# As 1993 began, Czechoslovakia 
faded into history and was replaced 
by independent Czech and Slovak 
republics. After 74 years under the 
umbrella of a federation, created 
from the ruins of the Astro-Hun- 
garian empire, ten million Czechs 
and five million Slovaks became 


citizens of separate countries. 

Czechoslovakia's demise was 
part of the great wave of nationalism 
which swept eastern Europe after the 
collapse of communism in the late 
1980s. 

Bratislava is the capital of 
Slovakia and Prague is the capital of 
Czech republic. 

Eritrea 

# The People of Eritrea, in a referen¬ 
dum, held on Aprfl 28, 1993, under 
the UN supervision, voted for inde¬ 
pendence from Ethiopia. Thus Eritrea 
was declared a sovereign country en¬ 
ding one of the longest secessionist 
struggle in Africa. 

Since 950 AD the region was 
linked to the beginnings of the 
Ethiopian Kingdom, but it retained 
much of its independence until it fell 
under Ottomans in the 16th century. 
The region was occupied by the 
Italians and the colony, creat^ on 
January 1, 1890, was named Eritrea 
after the Mare Erythraeum (Latin 
name of Red Sea). 

On Novermber 14, 1962, Eritrea 
became part of the Ethiopian 
Kingdom. In the same year, a Guerril¬ 
la group, Eritrean People's Liberation 
Front, was formed wnich continued 
to fight for independence from 
Ethiopia. 

Khajjiar 

# The fascinating tourist spot of 
Khajjiar in Chamba district of 
Himachal Pradesh, came on the 
world tourist map on July 8, 1992 
with its christening as 'mini 
Switzerland'. 

Mozambique 

# For last sixteen years Mozambi- 

S e was plagued by civil war. On 
tober 4, 1992 the government of 
President Joaquim Chissano and the 
rebel Mozambican National Resis¬ 
tance Movement (RENAMO) signed 
a peace agreement declaring an end 
to fighting that had tom the country 
apart since independmce in 1975. 

Mozambique is the old Por¬ 
tuguese East Africa. The Mozambi¬ 
que channel of the Indian ocean 
bounds it in the east. The majority of 
the population belcsigs to the Bantu 
tribe. The economy is based on 
agriculture. 


Maputo is the capital of Mozamt .v 
bique. 

Somalia 

♦ A bloody civil war has ripped; 
apart this African country and left it. 
in violent anarchy, pitting clan, 
against clan. Now, me county is hi.^ 
the grip of a devastating fWine i, 
which is partly man-made. THe -i 
famine has left p^ple literaUy staiV'^. .. 
ing along roadsides. Thousands are * 
dying each day from starvaticm and 
hunger-related prcblems. 

POWER 

NPTC renamed 

♦ The National Power Transmission 
Corporation (NPTC), which plans to 
spend Rs 8,000 crore in the Eighth 
Plan to launch many new projects, 
has changed its name to Power Grid 
Corporation of India Ltd (Powef: - 
Grid). 

The name has been changed 
keeping in view the organisation's ;i 
objectives of establishing and ^erat>- 1 
ing regional and national Powe? - 
Grids. . I 

Besides transferring power wifli.; 
reliability, security and economy, toe '; 
organisation aims at augmenting 
regional and natiorul load despatch 
centres and communication facilities. : 

The formation of Power Grid will ' 
help in accelerating the restructuring • ) 
of tne power sector in India. 

Power Grid becomes Operational 

♦ Tbe National Power Grid became 

a reality with the successful opera¬ 
tion of the BHEL-developed High 
Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) link 
between Madhya Pradesh and 
Andhra Pradesh. The link cormects ; 
the Western grid with the Southern 
Power Grid. • 

Though the concept of ruitional f 
grid had been conceived decades - 
ago, it could not become commercial¬ 
ly operational because the 
s)rnchronous 'operation of two AC 
systems was not possible. Vital i 
parameters like voltage, frequen^ j 
and power factor need to be same if 
connection is to be made. Witii the > 
devel(^mentofHVDC,itisnowpos- ^ 
sible to link two power grids without > 
the vital parameters being same. > • 

Funded jointly by the depart- t 
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mcnt of heavy industry, electronics 
and atomic energy, the entire system 
design, development, engineering 
and manufacturing had been done by 
BHEL. 

With this, India has joined the 
select group of countries in the 
: world to develop and establish in¬ 
digenously HVDC technology. 
Apart from India, only Sweden, 
Japan and Germany have this tech- 
I nology. 

PROJECTS 

I Sankosh hydel-power project 

* # India and Bhutan have signed an 
agreement for building of a gigantic 
Sankosh hydel power project, ft will 
be one among the ten largest projects 
in Asia. 

The project is to be constructed 
near Kcrabari in Gaylegphug district 
of Bhutan on Sankosh river. It will 
include a 600 metre-long and 239 
metre high dam and a reservoir with 
a catchment area of 10,525 sq km. It is 
estimated to cost around Rs 2000 
crore. 

Once completed, the project will 
generate 1,525 MW of power and 
help irrigate eight lakh hectares of 
land in West Bengal. The other 
benefits will be development of 
fisheries in the reserv'oir, tourism and 
navigation. 

Koel Karo hydroelectric project 
cleared 

♦ The government has cleared the 
Koel Karo hydroelectric project in 

' Bihar which has been hanging fire 
for nearly a decade. 

The project, expected to be com¬ 
pleted in eight years, has a capacity of 
'710 MW. It will have four units of 
172.5 MW capacity each totalling 690 
MW. It will also have an additional 
power house containing a single unit 
of 20 MW. 

Gandhar power project cleared 

♦ The Government has approved 
the setting up of the 650 MW 
Gandhar gas-based power project 
Stage 1 in Gujarat. 

The project, to be located in 
Bharuch district of Gujarat, will be 
implemented with Japanese assis¬ 
tance. 


Dulhasti project to be 
commissioned in record time 

# The Rs 1,263 crore, 390-MW, Dul¬ 
hasti hydroelectric power project, 
undertaken by the National Hydro¬ 
electric Power Corporation (NHPC) 
is expected to go on stream in a 
record period of less than five years. 

The entire project, due to be com¬ 
missioned by July, 1994, will be un¬ 
derground except for the 65-metre 
high dam and transmission wires jut¬ 
ting out of the hill-side. 

Dhauliganga hydroelectric project 
approved 

# The Economic Affairs Committee 
of the Union Cabinet has cleared the 
Rs 600-crore, 280 MW, Dhauliganga 
hydroelectric project in Uttar 
Pradesh. The entire project will be 
executed with indigenous resources 
without any foreign tie-up. 

The project is located on 
Dhauliganga river, which is a 
tributary of Kali river. 

Parvati Valley hydro-electric 
project 

# The first inter-State hydel power 
project of India is being set up in 
Himachal Pradesh. Gujarat, Rajas¬ 
than, Haryana and Delhi have joined 
hands with Himachal Pradesh to set 
up the prqect. 

The 2051 MW project will be built 
near Kullu on Parvati river, a 
tributary of Beas. It will be built in 
three stages of 750 MW, 800 MW and 
501 MW It is expected to be com¬ 
pleted in seven years. 

Baspa-Il hydel project 

# The work on the execution of 300 
mw Baspa-IT hydel project in Trial 
district of Kinnaur would start from 
April 1993. 

The project, which is first in the 
country to go into the private sector 
for execution, would be commis¬ 
sioned within five years. 

Mejia Thermal Power Project 

# The fate of the Damodar Valley 
Corporation's (DVC) Rs 1275-crore 
Mejia thermal power project, in West 
Bengal, had been lying in uncertainty 
becau.se of shortage of funds. The 
situation has now improved follow¬ 
ing the decision of the Central 
Government to release funds. 

According to the revised plan. 


the first unit is now due to be com¬ 
missioned in September, 1994. The 
second and thirci units are targetted 
to begin generation in 1995 end. 

The foundation stone of the 
project was laid on August 23, 1987. 
At that time it was expected to cost Rs 
566 crore. 

Kathalguri power project 

♦ The Rs 895.77 crore Kathalguri 
gas-based power project, of the North 
Eastern Electric Power Corporation 
Ltd, is likely to start producing 
power from July 1994, when the first 
of its six gas turbines is .scheduled to 
be commissioned. 

The power plant is situated at a 
distance of only 10 km from the oil 
and gas fields of Duliajan in Assam. 
Its gas requirement of one million 
cubic metre per day will be met by 
the Oil India Ltd through the pipeline 
of Assam Gas Company Ltd. 

First 100 kw Solar Power Plant of 
India 

* The finst 10 kw solar power plant 
was commis.sioncd on April 14,1993. 
It has been developed by the Central 
Electronics Limited (CEL) and in¬ 
stalled at the M.S. Swaminathan Re¬ 
search Foundation, Madras. 

The first 100 kw solar power 
plant is being installed at Kalyan- 
pura, a sleepy village in Aligarh dis¬ 
trict of Uttar Pradesh. This plant is 
the largest of its kind in Asia. 

The plant will herald a unique 
system of generating electricity, in an 
environment-friendly way, utilising 
solar power on commercial basis. 

Third National Waterway 

# The third national waterway of 
India, between Kollam and Kot- 
tapuram stretch of the west canal in 
Kerala was formally dedicated to the 
nation on May 8, 1993. The total 
length of the waterway is 205 km. It is 
the third waterway to be declared as 
a national waterway. 

The development of the West 
coast canal will be undertaken by the 
inland water authority of India at a 
cost of Rs 85 crore. The development 
of the total length of the waterway is 
expected to be completed by the 
eighdi plan end. 

Inland water transport is the 
cheapest mode of traffic for long dis- 
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tance as well as short distance, 
provided the point of origin and des¬ 
tination are located near the 
waterfront It is also the most efficient 
mode of transport from the point of 
energy consumption. 

First commercial parallel 
computer launched 

# PACE-SPARC, the first parallel 
computer of India to be commen- 
cialised, was launched on April 17, 
1993. The product is the result of a 
joint venture between ANURAG, a 
premier defence R & D Laboratory 
and United Business Machines 
Private Limited of the TVS group. 

The Advanced Numerical Re¬ 
search and Analysis Group 
(ANURAG), at the DRDO, 
Hyderabad, contributed the architec¬ 
ture, systems design and software for 
the parallel computer. The computer 
offers speeds that are scaleable to 
levels tnat are required to solve 
large-sized computational problems 
in a very short time. UBM will be 
manufacturing the parallel computer 
and also martet it 

Konkan rail to Udipi dedicated to 
the nation 

# The 68 km long Mangalore-Udipi 
section of the 760 km long Konkan 
railway project was dedicated to the 
nation by the Prime Minister, Mr P.V. 
Narasiniha Rao, on March 20,1993. 

Out of the 760 km rail line of the 
total project, 382 km lies in 
Maharashtra, 105 km in Goa and 273 
km in Karnataka. The project in 
Maharashtra has been conmleted to 
the extent of 40 per cent, luimataka 
55 per cent and Goa 25 per cent. 

The cost of the project is Rs 1,400 
crore at 1991-92 prices. The expendi¬ 
ture incurred so far has been 710 
CTore. 

With the completion of the 
Konkan railway project, the distarure 
between Bombay and N^galore will 
be reduced from 2014 km to 914 km— 
a saving of 26 hours in travel time. 
The Bombay-Cochin run will be 
reduced by §13 km thus saviM 12 
hours in journey time and the wm- 
bay-Goa run will be cut by 190 km 
saving 10 hours of travel time. 

MEGSAT aims at half million jobs 

# With an aim to create hali a mil- 
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lion jobs during the current five-year 

f >lan, Indian government has 
aunched a major project to boost 
science entrepreneurship in the small 
towns and remote villages. Natiorml 
Science and Technology Entre¬ 
preneurship Development Board 
^STEDB) will be associated in this 
project. 

The employment will be 

? ;enerated through a unique Model 
or Employment Generation through 
Science and Technology (MEGSAT) 
scheme, which was initiated in 1990. 

IWo main features of the scheme 
are that it is both qualitative and 
quantitative. Qualitatively, the 
scheme will bring the science and 
technology community in technical 
Institutes, consultancies and volun¬ 
tary agencies into the mainstream of 
national development. Quantitative¬ 
ly, the scheme will create specific 
number of sustainable jobs. 

SPACE RESEARCH 

INSAT-2A launched 
# The first India-made INSAT satel¬ 
lite, INSAT-2A, was launched from 
Guiana Space Centre, Kourou by 
Europe's most powerful rocket, 
Ariane-4, on July 10,1992. 

INSAT-2A was the 81st satellite 
and the third Indian satellite to be 
launched by Ariane. India's ex¬ 
perimental communications satellite 
APPLE was launched by Ariane in 
1981 and INSAT-IC in 1988. 

The successful launch and sub¬ 
sequent operationalisation of INSAT- 
2A marks India's transition from an 
era of procured satellites to one of 
home-made satellites. 

The INSAT-2A is unique in 
several ways. Totally Indian 
designed and assembled, 1NSAT-2A, 
in its nine years of operation, will 
have one-and-half times the opera¬ 
tional capacity of the INSAT 1 satel¬ 
lites. 

16th 'Discovery'mission 
# The US Space shuttle Discovery 
streaked into orbit on April 8,1993, 
with five astronauts, on an ozone sur¬ 
vey mission. The eight-day flight was 
the first mission since January and 
the 54th since shuttles began fl}dng in 
1981. Discovery is NASA's most 
travelled shuttle. 


vr 




This mission was second in a 
series of shuttle missions devoted tp, 
atmospheric research. As before, ffw;; 
focus is on ffie or^e layer, a stratps- j 
pheric shield against harmrul; 
ultraviolet rays, that is shrinking sB •?; 
result of pollution and possilfty | 
natural causes. , ' . 

Sigiiiffcant breakthrough for ISRO. 

♦ The Indian Space Research Or- ■ 
ganisation (ISRO) has achieved a sigr 
nificant breakthrough by 
successfully test firing an air*breafft«t; 
ing rocket, ABR200, which can obtain ; 
a maximum speed of 2-3 mach. 

TWo sounding rockets were test 
fired on OctoBer 14 and 19,1992, from 
Sriharikota in which some of the 
basic features of air-breathing 
propulsion were interpreted. 

When the technology becomes, 
operational, one of the mst ben^its ' 
will be that rockets will be able to ; 
cariy much higher payloads. Present¬ 
ly, 70 per cent of the rocket weight 
comes from the oxidiser which burns 
the propellant. If atmc»pheric oxygen ; 
is used, instead, payload can be in-- 
creased. The cost is also expected to 
come down. . 

lliming night into day 

♦ Turning night into day usually is . 
the stuff of Bible stories and science v 
fiction. In February, 1993, Russian 
Scientists got into the act by using a 
giant mirror in space to shine a sokr 
spotlight on the Earth. 

The dual-purpose experimeht; 
also tested the mirror's use as a solar 
sail, that could allow spaceships to; 
harness and ride the sun's gases, like'' 
a sailboat catching the wind on toe 
ocean. 

The spot of light from a thin mir¬ 
ror in the sky appeared as a flaring ; 
star. .: 

The operation was codenamed '.' 
'Operation Banner'. Success of this 
operation could lead to the develop- ‘ 
ment of panels of space mirrors ■; 
powerful enough to light up night 
time work projecte, rescue operations 
and sun-starved polar regions. 

Discovery of a new planet ; 

♦ Two US astronomers have found a. 
tiny planet beyond Pluto, confirming 

a theory propounded by eminent In- i | 
dian astronomer J.J. Rawal, in 1978* j | 
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The planet designated 7992 Obi, has 
diameter of 200 km. 

The average distance of the 
newly discovered small planet, from 
^ the sun, is about seven and half bil¬ 
lion km. 

The planet is now in the region of 
the milky way and is difficult to 
photograph. It could be 
photographed only after a few years 
when it will come above the mid¬ 
plane of the galaxy. 

SUMMIT 

Global summit on population in 
1994 

# The forthcoming global summit 
<Mi population, sponsored by the UN, 
is likely to focus on preventing 
migration of people from poorer na¬ 
tions to industrialised countries. The 
conference will be held in Cairo, 
Egypt from September 5 to 13, 1994. 

UN 

Macedonia new UN member 

* The UN Security Council has 
recommended the admission of a 
new Macedonian State under the 
provisional name "Former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia". 

The resolution sent to the 
General Assembly is part of a com¬ 
promise worked out with Greece, 
which has its own province named 
Macedonia and has long objected to 
the new State being known simply as 
Macedonia. 

Monaco, Eritrea new UN members 

♦ The Security Council has unani¬ 
mously recommended that tiny 
Monaco and the world's newest 
State, Eritrea be admitted to full 
membership in the United Nations. 

The entry of the two countries 
will raise U.N. membership to 183 
nations. 

' Monaco will become the UN's 
smallest member. It has held "per¬ 
manent observer" status at the 
United Nations since 1955, a status it 
shares only with the Vatican and 
Switzerland. IxKated on the Mediter¬ 
ranean coast, near the French-Italian 
border, it has an area of 1.49 square 
km and a population of 27,000. 

Eritreans voted overwhelmingly 
in April 1993 for independence in a 
UN-monitored referendum, after 
fighting for, secession from Ethiopia, 
for three decades. The country for¬ 
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mally declared independence on 
May 26,1993. 

MISCELLANY 

Survey shows India has 325 
languages 

# According to the first complete 
survey of the people of India, priests 
are vanishing, Indians are increasing¬ 
ly turning to non-vegetarian food, 
and a medley of 325 languages are 
spoken across India. 

The study by the Anthropologi¬ 
cal Survey of India, described as me 
longest and most-expensive social 
science project evej undertaken in the 
country, has also identified 4,635 
communities living in India. 

The ANSI "People of India" 
project provides fascinating insights 
into the characteristics, changing fea¬ 
tures and the occupational trends 
among Indian communities. 

Solo trekker on South Pole 

# Ending a seven-week solo ski- 
trek, Norwegian Erling Kagge be¬ 
came the first person in tfie world to 
reach the South Pole alone and 
without assistance, on January 7, 
1993. 

Mr Kagge, a 29-year-old lawyer, 
completed the journey after 50 days 
of travel in temperatures that fell as 
low as minus 40 degrees Celsius. 
UNESCO sets up world body for 
culture 

* The UNESCO has set up a 'World 
Commission on Culture and 
Development', in Paris, in coopera¬ 
tion with the United Nations. 

The objective of the commission 
is to strengthen the links between cul¬ 
ture and development and to prepare 
a world report on the issue. It will 
also make recommendations on how 
development policy could be im¬ 
proved. 

The essential mission is to ex¬ 
plore the crucial role played by cul¬ 
tural factors in the deshny of each 
society as, indeed, in the well-being 
of the individual. 

Air pollution highest in Mexico 

♦ Among the world's largest cities 
New York, London and Tokyo have 
the cleanest air and Mexico city the 
dirtiest according to a UN study. 
Ozone pollution in Los Angeles is 
among the world's worst. 

The report warned that air poUu- 

ga 


tion will increasingly cause healdi 
problems, including damage to the 
heart, lungs and br^. 

Institute of petroleum safety to be 
set up in Goa 

# India's first Institute of Petroleum 
Safety and Environment Manage¬ 
ment (IPSEM) is being set up by the 
Oil and Natural Gas Commission at 
BetuI in South Goa. 

Costing about Rs 30 crore, the 
IPSEM will be built in a phased 
programme. A sum of Rs 6 crore has 
been earmarked for the first phase. 
First Malaria Vaccine Developed 

# Colombian and Spanish scientists 
had developed a first vaccine against 
malaria, the mosquito-bome disease 
that kills an estimated 3.1 million 
people worldwide, each year. 

The teams had been working^on 
the vaccine for some 10 years. The 
vaccine—SPF 66—was tested in 
Colombia on 1,548 volunteers. Near¬ 
ly 40 per cent of those given SPF 66 
were protected from the disease. 

The only control measures 
against malaria, thus far, have been 
insecticides and anti-malarial drugs 
to prevent or treat the condition. 

Human Development Index 
report, 1993 

# According to the latest report of 
United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) ninety per cent of 
the world's people have no control 
over their lives inspite of recent chan¬ 
ges around the world, favouring 
market economies, multi-party 
democracies and grassroots activities. 

According to the report, ethnic 
minorities, the poor, rural dwellers, 
women and disable, across entire 
continents, are excluded from par¬ 
ticipation and often have little power 
to (^nge their lives. 

The Hmnan Development Index 
(HDI) measures people's participa¬ 
tions in the country's development 
and their own control over their lives. 
This is combined with life expectan¬ 
cy, educational attainment and basic 
purchasing power. 

Based on above parameters 
Japan has been rariced first, followed 
by Canada and Norway. India has 
been ranked 134 firpm among the 173 
countries. Below India are a host of 
African nations, Nepal, Banglade^ 
and Bhutan. 
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GAAfES 

25th Olympic Games 
# The 25th Olympic Games ended 
in a blaze of glory on August 9,1992 
at Barcelona, Spain. Friends for life 
was d\e message sent out from Bar¬ 
celona to different comers of the 
world as President Juan Antonio 
Samaranch of International Olympic 
Committee declared the games 
closed and called everyone to gather 
for the 26th Olympiad in Atlanta 
(USA) in 1996. 

More than 10,000 sports persons 
from 171 countries participated in the 
games. 

Namibia, Slovenia, Armenia, Es¬ 
tonia, Latvia and Lithuania were 
among the new Olympic countries on 
the bloc. At least ten of the world's 
newest countries managed a medal 
on their first try. South Africa 
rejoined the Olympics after a gap of 
more than twenty years. 

The brilliant showing by Asian 
athletes in the 25th Olympic Games, 
caught the sports world by surprise. 

Asians clinched a total of 128 
medals, including 36 golds, 38 silvers 
and 54 bronzes, compared to Bte total 
of 81 medals (21, 26, 34) in Seoul in 
1988. 

China, one of the Asian strong 
houses, returned home with fourth 
position in the overall medal tally, 
pushing behind traditional power¬ 
houses like France, Canada, Britain, 
Bulgaria and Hungary. They won 16 
golds itself, an increase of 11 from 
Seoul. 

The Unified Team (CIS) of former 
Soviet Union topped the m^als tally. 
They were followed by USA, Ger¬ 
many, China, Cuba and Spain, in that 
order. India failed to win even a 
single medal. 

Pathetic performance by 
AUOMfT’Sa ANNUM,NUIritER 


India: India's participation in the 
Olympic Games was deplorable. The 
79-member squad returned home 
wifiiout a medal. Even small nations 
like Malaysia, Ethiopia, Surinam, In¬ 
donesia, Cuba and Morocco had won 
a medal each. But not a huge country 
like India. 

Hopes were piimed on Limba 
Ram and the hockey team. Limba 
Ram failed to live upto the expecta¬ 
tions and the hockey team was the 
biggest disappointment. 

Shiny Mlson, in spite of break¬ 
ing her own national mark, failed to 
qualify. 

The boxers failed to put up any 
great show. The wrestlers were 
knocked out early in the bouts. None 
of the judokas or shooters could 
make any Impression. Kamlesh 
Mehta and Niyati Shah were 
nowhere near the Olympic standards 
in table tennis. The weightlifters put 
up a distressing show. Yachtmen and 
the badminton players were also a 
disappointment. 

Ramesh Krishnan and Leander 
Paes, however, played well in Tennis 
doubles. The Indian challenge came 
to an end at quarter final stage. 

Medals tally of the first fifteen 


countries: 

G 

S 

B 

CIS 

45 

38 

28 

United States 

37 

34 

35 

Germany 

32 

21 

27 

China 

16 

22 

16 

Cuba 

14 

6 

11 

Spain 

13 

6 

2 

Hungary 

11 

12 

7 

S. Korea 

11 

5 

12 

Prance 

8 

6 

15 

Australia 

7 

9 

11 

Canada 

6 

5 

7 

Italy 

5 

5 

8 


M 


Britain 5 

Romania 4 

Czechoslovakia 4 

ARCHERY 
International Archeiy 
Championship 

# Indian archers bagged the team 

titles and eight out of &e twelve gold 
medals at stake at the Championship i 
held at Bangkok. - 

Indian limba Ram w<m the over¬ 
all individual championship. 

Third Federation Ciq> 

International Championship 

* Russian archers clinched three of 

the four titles. The men's event was 
won by Bair Balobotov. The woman's ’ .' 
event was won by Nadiya Badmat- ; 
sirenova. The men's team title was 
won by India while Russia took the K 
women's team title. ‘k 

The championship was held at ; 
Calcutta. 



ATHLETICS :: 

World Cup 

* Nigeria's Sunday Ba anchored die '. 
African men's 4x400 metres team to a 
triumphant victory as Africa won the 
Athletics World Cup for the first time. 

The women's event went to the 
CIS, competing for the last time as ; 
Unified team. , i 


Third Asian Marathon 
Championship 

♦ Eduards Nabiinone of host In- ;;/ 
donesia led the men while Sunita ; 
Anand Godara of India took the 
women's title at the third Asian 5 , 
Marafiion champitmship. 


Asian Cross Country 
Championship 

# Indian athletes took ttie men's 
team title in the second Asian Cross 
Country Championship held at' 
Jakarta. 


COMPETITION 




32nd Open National 
Championships 

* K. Saramma of Railways emerg^ed 
as the best athlete among women and 
Bahadur Singh, also of Railways, best 
athlete among men in die 32nd Open 
National Championships, held at 
Bangalore. 

Services won the men's team 
championship and Railways took the 
women's team title. Railways also 
bagged the overall title. 

Rath Marathon 

♦ Keshav Singh of the Rajasthan 
Rifles won the men's title. The 
women's title was bagged by Ms 
Suman Rawat of Himachal Pradesh. 

BADMINTON 

8th World Championship 

# Susi Susanti of Indonesia became 
the first player to hold the 'Grand 
Slam' of major badminton titles when 
she won the women's title of the 
world championship held at Birmin¬ 
gham, U.K. She beat Bang Soo-Hyun 
of South Korea in the finals. 

Joko Suprianto of Indonesia 
claimed the men's singles title. The 
last time an Indonesian had won the 
crown was in 1983 when Sugiarto 
had won the title. 

Asian Men's Team Championship 

* Indonesia lifted die title by beat¬ 
ing China 3-2. China conceded the 
doubles match after Zheng Yumin 
collapsed on court following a 
suspected heart attack. 

57th National Championship 
Men's singles: Rajeev Bagga of 
Maharashtra. 

Women's singles: Manjusha 
Pawangadkar of Maharashtra. 

BASKETBALL 

43rd National Championship 

# Th4 men's event was won by 
Tamil Nadu and Railways became 
the women's champions. 

BILLIARDS 
World Professional 
Championship 

* India's Geet Sethi confirmed his 
world number one status in ex¬ 
emplary fashion by demolishing 


defending champion Mike Russell of 
England by a massive margin of 1,811 
points to win his maiden world 
professional billiards crown. The 
championship was held in Bombay. 

59th National Championship 

# History was made when 20-year- 
old Rupesh Shah of Ahmedabad won 
both junior and senior titles of the 
Championship which was held at 
Bangalore. In the finals he defeated 
Sonic Multani. 

In 1982 Geet Sethi had the dis¬ 
tinction of claiming both senior and 
junior titles at the age of 21. 

BOXING 

World Heavyweight 

Championship 

# Evander Holyfield retained his 
undisputed world heavyweight 
championship with a 12-round unan¬ 
imous decision over former cham¬ 
pion Larry Holmes, 

BRIDGE 

National Championship 

Ruia trophy: Railways-A won 
the trophy by defeating holders HCL. 

Holkar trophy: Suhas Vaidya 
and Anan Samant from Maharashtra 
annexed ttie trophy. 

CHESS 

Olympiad 

# Russia won the men's Chess 
Olympiad with a round to spare at 
the Philippine International Conven¬ 
tion Centre in Manila. 

Favourites Georgia won the 
Women's Chess Ol 3 rmpiad team gold 
after registering a 2-1 verdict against 
Czechoslovakia. 

Asian Masters Tbumament 

# International Master Lonka Ravi 
of India and Toh Terry of Singapore 
emerged as joint wirmers with a tally 
of 5.5 points. The tournament was 
held at Singapore. 

Immopar Chess trophy 

# World chess champion, Gary 
Kasparov, defeated India's Vish- 
wanathan Anand in a rapid-play 
play-off, after their first two games 
had ended with one victory each, to 
lift the trophy. 


Lenares International toumamenl 

# Garry Kasparov defeated 
American Gata Kamsky in 35 moves 
to win the tide. India's \flshwanathan 
Anand and Anatoly Karpov shared 
the second spot. 

National 'A' Men Championship 

# International Master Pravin Thip- 
say retained the title on the basis of 
higher points. 

19th National women *A' 
Championship 

# Defending champion Anupama 
Gokhale of Maharashtra retained the 
title. 

CRICKET 

Duleep Trophy 

# North Zone retained the Duleep 
Trophy by virtue of their 171-run 
first innings lead over Central Zone. 

Deodhar IVophy p 

# East Zone defeated North Zone by 
one wicket to win the Deodhar 
trophy—their first-ever major cham¬ 
pionship. 

Irani IVophy 

# Rest of India won the Irani trophy 
defeating Delhi by an innings and 
122 runs. 

Ranji Trophy 

# Punjab defeated Maharashtra by 
120 runs to lift the Charminar Chal¬ 
lenge Ranji Trophy, symbol of 
supremacy for Cricket in India. Pun¬ 
jab had entered the final for the first 
time since the inception of the tourna¬ 
ment 59 years ago. 

Vizaty Trophy 

# Soudt Zone crushed die defend¬ 
ing champion. West Zone, by 267 
runs, to regain the Vizzy Trophy, the 
symbol of supremacy in univeisity 
cricket. 

Wills Trophy 

# Board President's Eleven 
retained the trophy by beating 
Delhi on the basis of better run rate. 
Both teams had scored 128 runs in 
45 overs. 

17th senior national women's 
championship 

# Railways defeated Karnataka to 
retain the Country Club Trophy. 
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43rd Sheesh Mahal Ihiphy 

# Sahara India retained the 43rd All- 
India Sheesh Mahal Trophy by 
defeating Hindustan Engineerings, 
Allahabad, by seven wickets. 

World Sixes Title 

# Pakistan extended dteir domina¬ 
tion of limited overs cricket by beat¬ 
ing India in the final of the first 
International World Sixes tourna¬ 
ment, played in Hong Kong. 

Each team comprised of six 
players. 

Kapil Dev croses 5,000 mark 

# Kapil Dev has become the first 
player in the history of cricket to 
score over 5,000 runs and take more 
than 400 wickets. Among the world's 
great allrounders, only Ian Botham 
has scored more runs than Kapil, but 
Botham has taken fewer wickets. 

Kapil is the fourth Indian to score 
over 5,000 runs after Sunil Gavaskar 
(10,122 in 125 Tests), Dilip 
Vengsarkar (6,868 in 116 Tests) and 
G.R. Vishwanath (6,080 in 91 Tests). 

Allan Border becomes highest 
scorer 

Australian captain Allan Border 
has become the highest scorer in Test 
cricket history. The feat was achieved 
in the first Test against New Zealand 
on February 26, 1993. When Border 
completed his 50 of the innings his 
total tally of runs reach 10,123, clear 
of the 10,122 runs scored by Sunil 
Gavaskar of India. This was Border's 
139th Test. 

Test Match Series 

England-Pakistan: Pakistan de¬ 
feated England 2-1 to win tiie five 
Test-match series. The series was 
held in England. 

Zimbabwe-India historic Test 
The inaugural one-off Test match be¬ 
tween 21imbabwe and India ended in 
a draw at Harare. 

South Africa-India Test series: 
South Africa won the 4-Test 
Friendship series 1-0 and earned the 
custody of the Friendship trophy. 

India-England Test series: 
India wrapped die diird Test, played 
at Bombay, by an innings and 15 runs 
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to make a clean sweep of the Guirms 
Cup series. It was die first time diat 
India won three Test-matches in a 
row. It was also the firet time that 
India made a clean sweep of a series. 

India-Zimbabwe one-off Test 
series: India defeated 2Smbabwe by 
an innings and 13 runs to win the 
Test 

Sri Lanka-England one-off Test 
series: Sri Lanka defeated England 
by five wickets. This was Sri Lanka's 
first victory over England. 

New ZealandrAustralia Test 
series: New Zealand retained the 
Trans-Tasman Trophy when it 
defeated Australia by five wickets in 
the third and final Test match. While 
Australia had won the first Test, the 
second had ended in a draw. 

Australia-West Indies Test 
series: West Indies defeated 
Australia 2-1 to win the five-Test 
series. In the fourth Test West Indies 
defeated Australia by one run, the 
narrowest win in the Test cricket his¬ 
tory. 

CYCLING,^ 

National Championship 

# Railways took the men's team title 
and Manipur the women's team title. 

Kirpal Singh of Railways was ad¬ 
judged the best cyclist among men. 
H. Sunita Devi of Manipur was ad¬ 
judged the best among women. 

FOOTBALL 

European Cup 

# Denmark, the little team which 
did not even qualify for the European 
championship, wrote the soccer 
romance of the century when they 
humbled world champions Germany 

2- 0 to win the title at Gothenburg, 
Sweden. 

Merdcka Cup 

# Malaysia defeated South Korea 

3- 1 to win the Merdeka soccer tour¬ 
nament, played in Kuala Lumpur. 
Malaysia had last won the title in 
1986. 

49th National Championship 

# Kerala defeated Maharashtra, 2-0, 
to lift the coveted Sontosh Itophy. For 
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Kerala, it was their fiiird triumph# 
the 49-year-oId.lustory of the Nalicn: " 
al Football championship. 

Durand Cup 

The JCT Mills, Fhogwara Uf#| \ 
the Durand Cup—file oldest football 
tournament of India—for the fourfit 
time, by defeating Mohammedan | 
Sporting in the finals. They were also , 
awarded the Herbertsons Fair j^ay ^ 
Trophy. The prize money for the win¬ 
ners was Rs 1.5 lakh. 

Rovers Cup 

# MohunBagan defeated JCT Mills, 
Ph&gwara, 2-0 to lift the trophy. 

Nehru Gold Cup 

# A goal in each half, by North 
Korea, enabled them to become the 
first-ever Asian team to win the 
Jawaharlal Nehru International Cup. 
They defeated the defending Cham¬ 
pions, Romania. 

DCM Football 

# Soufii Korea's Incheon University 
defeated East Bengal 5-2, in a tie¬ 
breaker, to win the DCM Cup. 

SubrotoCup 

# Arya School, Assam defeated 
Christ Collegiate School, Cuttack, 
2-1, to lift the Subroto Mukerjee Cup. 
The tournament was held in Delhi. 

Governor's Gold Cup 

# Defending champions Mohun 
Bagan staved off a spirited second- 
half rally by Mukti Yoddha Chakra of 
Bangladesh to emerge victorious by a 
solitary goal. They lifted the coveted 
Governor's Gold Cup trophy for a 
rikord sixth time. 

Federation Cup 

# Mohun Began retained die 17th 
Bharat Petroleum Federation Cup 
tide. This was their eighth title win. 

Airlines Gold Cup 

# Mohun Bagan defeated East Ben¬ 
gal 3-2, in sudden-deadi, to regain the 
Alrllnk Gold Cup. 

gol|i 

Wills Indian Open 

# History was re-written at the , 
E^lhi Golf Club, when Ali Sher won 
tiie Wills Indian Open Golf cham- , f. 
pionship by a narrow margin of oiw., 
stroke, from compatriot Firoz Ali. Ali j; 

COMPETITION MAgrrtR U I 

--^,- - 



Sher had earlier won the title in 1991. 
Bharat Rant Cup 

# North Zone defeated Central 
Zone, 2-1, to win the inaugural Inter- 
Zonal Golf tournament for the Bharat 
Ram Cup. 

GYKtNASnCS 

35th Senior National 
Championship 

# P. Renuka of Andhra Pradesh 
bagged the women's all-round title. 
The men's title was won by Rajesh 
Kumar of Chandigarh. 

The men's team title was won by 
Railways and the women's team title 
by Bengal. 

HOCKEY 

National Men Championship 

# Railway dethroned Service.s, 1-0, 
to regain the Senior National Hockey 
Championship for the Rangaswamy 
trophy. 

National Women's Championship 

# Defending Champions Railways 
lifted the title for the ninth time in a 
row, when they defeated Punjab, 1-0, 
in the final. 

37th Bombay Gold Cup 

# Rail Coach Factory (RCF) Kapur- 
thala defeated Army Eleven 
Galandhar) 5-4 via the sudden-death 
to win the Championship. 

Beighton Cup 

# Army XI of Jalandhar defeated 
Special Area Games (Ranchi) to Lift 
the 98th Beighton Cup. 

Sanjay Gandhi tournament 

# A lightning double strike by 
Namdhari XI in the opening half car¬ 
ried them to a 2-1 victory over Border 
Security Force in the final of the San¬ 
jay Gandhi tournament. 

29th Senior Nehru Hockey 
tournament 

# Indian Airlines defeated Border 
Security Force 5-3 in a tie-break to lift 
the trophy. 

18th Indira Gold Cup tournament 

# Border Security Force (BSF) 
Jalandhar defeated five-time cham¬ 
pions, Punjab and Sind Bank to win 
the tournament. 
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KABADDl 
National Women's 
Championship 

* Indian Railways won the 40th Na¬ 
tional Women's Kabaddi champion¬ 
ship for the ninth consecutive time by 
defeating Major Ports 24-16. 

Pothuri Rama Rao Cup 

# Asian Games gold medallists and 
hosts India defeated Bangladesh to 
lift the inaugural international tour¬ 
nament. 

SHOOTING 

36th National Championship 

* The Indian Army grabbed ^e top 
spot by winning as many as eight 
gold, eight silver and eight bronze 
medals. They were followed by Delhi 
and Chandigarh, in that order. 

South Asian Championship 

# Indian shooters made a clean 
sweep and ended the final day of the 
South Asian shooting championship 
at Colombo, Sri T.anka, capturing 
four golds, two silvers and two 
bronze medals. 

SNOOKER 

59th National Championship 

* B.V. Srinivasa Murthy of Kar¬ 
nataka defeated Shyam Jagtiani of 
the Railways, 7-3, to regain the title 
after a lapse of three years. 

SQUASH 

World Open titie 

# Jansher Khan of Pakistan became 
World Open champion for the fourth 
time after beating Chris Dittmar in 
the final played at Johannesburg, S. 
Africa. 

World Women's Title 

# Susan Devoy of New Zealand 
defeated Michelle Martin of 
Australia to win her fourth world 
title. 

SWIMMING 
South Asian Aquatics 
Championship 

♦ India picked up fourteen out 
of the sixteen gold medals at 
stake in the inaugural South 
Asian Aquatics championship 
held at Calcutta. 
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Rajiv Nagpal and Sebastian 
Xavier claimed four golds each. The 
water polo evort was also won 
India. 

48th Senior National 
Championship 

# In the men's section the overall 
championship was won by Railways. 
The women's championship was 
won by Karnataka. International 
Sebastian Xavier of Railways was 
declared individual champion in 
men's section and Sangita Rao 
clinched the women's individual 
championship. 

Karnataka were declared the 
overall champions. The tournament 
was held at Bhopal. 

TABLE TENNIS 

42nd World Championship 

# Holders Sweden toppled China 
3-1 to win thejnen's team title. This 
was third time in a row that Sweden 
had won the men's title. China's 
women team regained the women's 
team title by defeating North Korea 
3-0. China lifted the crown eight 
consecutive times from 1975 before 
losing to United Korea at the 1991 
Championship in Japan. 

Jean-Philippe Gatien of France 
has won the men's singles title. 
This was the first-ever World 
Championship title for France.The 
women's singles title was lifted by 
South Korea's Hyun Junghwa. 
Wang Tao and Lu Lin of China 
were winners of men's doubles 
title while Liu Wei and Quio Yunp- 
ing, also of China, won the 
women's doubles title. 

The championships were held at 
Gothenburg, Sweden. 

Indian women finished 22nd 
while die men could manage only the 
35th position. 

Xlth Asian Championships 
♦ Xie Chaojie of China defeated 
Kang Hee Chan of South Korea to lift 
the men's singles title in the Peerless 
Asian table tennis championship, 
held at New Odhi. 

In the women's singles final Tang 
Weiyi of China defeated her team- 
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mate Wu Na. 

The men's team title was retained 
by China when they beat North 
Korea 3-0. In die women's team 
title event Hong Kong sprang a 
surprise by defeating China 3-1 in 
the final. 

Indiw men finished seventh and 
woir^en sixdi. 

The Jawaharlal Nehru Trophy for 
the yoimgest best player of the cham¬ 
pionship was won by Lui Goohang of 
China. 

Men's Doubles: Lee Chui Seung 
and Kang Hee Chan (South Korea). 

Women's Doubles: Ying Ringhui 
and Tang Wei Yi (China). 

Mixed Doubles: Lui Goohang 
and Wu Na (China). 

54th National Championship 

Men's singles: S. Raman of Bank 
Sports Control Board. 

Women’s singles: Kanchan 
Dhawan of Indian Airlines. 

Men's doubles: N. Ravi 
Chandran and N.R. Srinivasan of 
Tamil Nadu. 

Women’s doubles: Shilpa 

Takalkar and Sujata Babras of 
Maharashtra. 

Men’s team title: Bank Sports 
Control Board. 

Women’s team title: Petroleum 
Sports Control Board. 

Fairplay trophy: B. Bhuvanesh- 
wari of Tamil Nadu. 

TENNIS 

Davis Cup 

# In the 92-year-old history of the 
Davis Cup, USA claimed their 30th 
victory when they defeated Switzer¬ 
land in the finals. 

The US squad, which included 
world No. 3 Pete Sampras, 
Wimbledon champion Andre Agassi 
and John McEnroe, the ntost success¬ 
ful Davis Cup player, in US history, 
brought back the trophy lost to 
France last year. 

Federation Cup 

* Wimbledon champion Steffi Graf 
secured a Federation Cup triumph 
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for Germaiw with a straight-sets vic¬ 
tory over Spam's Arantxa Sanchez 
\^catio. 

Wimbledon Championships, 1992 

# Andre Agassi's dream of winning 
a Grand Slam title came true at last 
when he beat Goran Ivanisevic to win 
an exciting Wimbledon final on July 
5,1992. 

Steffi Graf shrugged off three 
rain interruptions and a disappoint¬ 
ing challenge from world number 
one, Monica Seles, to win her fourth 
Wimbledon women's singles title in 
five years 6-2,6-1. 

US Open Championship 

# Stefan Edberg retained his U.S. 
Open title by defeating Pete Sampras 

3- 6,6-4,7-6,6-2. 

Monica Seles put to rest ques¬ 
tions about her form and her health 
and reinforced her status as the top 
women's player in the world by beat¬ 
ing Arantxa Sanchez Vicario in 
straight sets to retain her US Open 
title. 

French Open, 1993 

# Playing fearlessly in his first 
Grand Slam Final, Sergi Bruguera of 
Spain ended Jim Courier's two-year 
reign to win the men's singles title 
6-4,2-6,6-2,3-6,6-3. 

Steffi Graf overcame stiffer 
than expected resistance from 
American outsider Mary-Joe Fer¬ 
nandez to win the women's title 

4- 6, 6-2,6-4. 

Australian Open, 1993 

# Monica Seles Clinched a hat- 
trick of Australian Open singles 
titles, when she defeated Steffi 
Graf, at Flenders Park, Mel¬ 
bourne, to retain the women's 
singles title. 

American Jim Courier defeated 
Stefan Edberg to retain the men's 
title. 

Hopman Cup 

# Michael Stich and Steffi Graf 
helped Germany to its first win in the 
Hopman Cup Team Tainis tourna¬ 
ment. In die finals Germany defeated 
Spain. 
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Italian open 
# Jim Courier of USA 
Goran Ivanisevic forehiin 

Spain's', Cpn^ita-' { 

defeated 4#f^4iing 
Gabriela Sabatini to win the 
titte. 






National Oiampionship 
Men’s singles: Gaufav 

Women’s singles; Nirup^l^i, 
Vaidyanathan. . . 


41 
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National Hardcourt 
Championship 
♦ The top seed Zeeshan Ali 
his sixth national hardcourt fitie | 
defeating Vasudeva Reddy. ->5.! 

In the ladies final, NirupaiVui: 
Vaidyanathan defeated Aarti IVjnS^p',''.; 
pa to lift the tide. 


15 
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WEIGHTLIFTING 

45th Senior National 
Championship 
# Railways men regained the i 
Burdwan Challenge Shield, the syn^ , • . 
bol of supremacy in men's team r 
event. The women's team title was ^f 
won by Punjab. Jagjivan Singh offer* r-1 
vices was declar^ the best lifter in. i s 
men's category and Chhaya Adak'of' v ^ 
Delhi was adjudged best in tiKe-i * 
women's section. .* ■ 


YACHTING 

World Enterprise Class 
ChampionsMp 

* Horn! Motivala and Pushpendra 
Gang of India won the Championship 
which was held in Zimbabwe. ■ 
Shakeel Kudrolli and Sumeet Patel, 
also of India, were, second. 

This was the first time that an - 
Indian team had won a race 
abroad, in a world champion- ■' 
ship. This was also the first time 
that India won the first two post* • 
tions in any international sailing 
event. 

Farokh Tarapore and Kelly Rao 
had won the title in 1991 In home 
waters to become the second non- ^ 
Britons to win the title. ,' 

. 
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DEBATE; DISCUSSION 


“Tainted Donations” Diiemma 


Tainted money, in various forms, 
has been much in the news lately. Hardly 
any country is completely free from this 
mcmcc. The British Prime Minister an' 
nounced in June this year that all the 
money his party (the Conservatives) has 
received by way of donations, if found 
tainted, would be returned to the con- 
trihutors. He has thus set a healthy 
precedent. The proposition for discus¬ 
sion is: "Indian political parties should 
follow the British example in order to 
establish a clean image." 

MrA Sir, ati those present in 
this House at the moment must be 
aware of the reports from various 
sources indicating the existence of 
tainted money—that is, amounts of 
cash whose sources and ownership 
are dubious— in substantial quan¬ 
tities in almost every country, 
whatever the form of government 
there. Even the most advanced 
countries such as the USA, Britain, 
France and Japan, have plenty of 
such money. In May-June this year 
Britain was rocked by a major scan¬ 
dal following the circulation of 
rumours, not all of which w'ere exag¬ 
gerated or baseless, to the effect that 
the ruling Conservative Party 
received a large sum of money, to 
the tune of 4,40,(X)0 pounds, from a 
fugitive businessman, Mr Asil 
Nader, described as a crook and a 
swindler. The "Sunday Times" of 
t.ondon claimed to possess 
evMdonce to show that Mr Nadir, 
who jumped bail and fled to his na¬ 
tive country, Cyprus, in May this 
year while facing charges of theft 
and false accounting, contributed 
the money to the Tories out of a 
commercial firm "Polly Peck's" 
doubtful assets, in an attempt to 
secure a favour. This disclosure 
brought much discredit to that 
country's ruling party whose leader, 
Prime Minister John Major, has late¬ 


ly been in much political trouble 
with his popularity slumping to a 
record low. Mr Major announced on 
June 20 that such tainted money 
would be returned. He was virtual¬ 
ly compelled to make this decision 
because of the presistent pressure 
on his Government in this connec¬ 
tion. Sir, a healthy democracy 
makes it a point to respond to 
public demands in order to affirm 
its image; in fact, a polity in which 
the political parties and the govern¬ 
ment do not heed public opinion 
does not deserve to remain in office. 
In Japan (a country notorious for 
political and other corruption) the 
Prime Minister held responsible for 
such malpractices, promptly 
tenders his resignation and general¬ 
ly makes no attempt to evade the 
responsibility for such malpractices. 
That is one reason for the quick 
change in that country's Prime Mini¬ 
sters. Unfortunately, in India too 
there is considerable tainted money 
in circulation. But here the 
recipients of such money, in various 
shapes, seldom acknowledge 
receipt of the amounts and have 
never, to my knowledge, returned 
the money to the original owners. 
The precedent established by die 
Conservative party in UK is a good 
one and certainly should be fol¬ 
lowed by the various political par¬ 
ties in India; otherwise, the guilty 
parties would never have a clean 
image among the people 

MrB While I accept the basic 
concept that there Is a large amount 
of tainted money with certain politi¬ 
cal parties, especially die Congress, 
(every political party requires large 
funds for fighting elections which 
are an expensive affair and even the 
P.M. needs donations) I do not ac¬ 
cept the proposition that all such 


money should be returned to the 
donors. My stand is based on two 
factors. First, it is not possible to 
confirm whether a particular 
amount is tainted and dishonestly 
contributed to the coffers of a par¬ 
ticular party. Does any pa'rty 
treasurer, or other recipient of a con¬ 
tribution to a political party, probe 
the sources of a well-wisher's as¬ 
sets? It is not regarded as a part of 
his business. Generally, the dona¬ 
tion is in cash, but sometimes che¬ 
ques are given. As long as a cheque 
covering the contributed amount is 
honoured by the concerned bank, it 
is all right for the party concerned. 
Moreover, no dbnor will, in my 
humble opinion, disclose the source 
of his acquisitions even if repeated¬ 
ly asked about it. Second, if a politi¬ 
cal party decides to return all the 
money suspected to be tainted, how 
will it get the funds needed to con¬ 
test elections and carry on a cam¬ 
paign designed to win majority 
support from the electorate and 
then form the government? Admit¬ 
tedly, it is the aim of every political 
party to seize power and implement 
its programme. On winning an elec¬ 
tion it inevitably distributes 
patronage, obliges its supporters 
and other well-wishers, including of 
course those who have given dona¬ 
tions to the party funds. There has 
to be quid pro quo in almost every 
case. The nomnuil membership fee of 
a political party does not suffice to 
enable it to meet the heavy expen¬ 
ses. Hence the need for contribu¬ 
tions from all well-wishers. In the 
USA the political parties contesting 
the elections arrange contributed 
dinners to collect laty;e amounts of 
cash to augment Iheir coffers; 100- 
doUar payments fbr a party dinner 
are quite common there. No such 
practice exists in India. Only large 
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business and industrial houses or 
other affluent people can afford to 
make large ccmtributions to political 
parties. Would they ever like to 
have their contributions returned 
and thus receive rebuffs from the 
party they wish to see in the seats of 
power? Never. In fact, the entire 
political system and its props might 
collapse if contributions are not ac¬ 
cepted by political parties or are 
returned with or without regrets. 
The donors will not in such cases 
renew or repeat their gestures for 
fear of rebuffs. The parties would 
consequently be starved of funds; 
their functioning would come to a 
halt. Would that be desirable even 
from the point of democracy for the 
working of which political parties 
are indispensable? 

MrC Sir, I would like to submit 
that a democratic polity would not 
deserve its name if it is run with 
tainted or black money. Of course 
every political party is free to secure 
contributions from its supporters, 
but the point is that such money 
should be honestly earned or ac¬ 
quired. Suppose a thief, a robber or 
an extortionist offers to donate the 
cash he has secured by unlawfully 
depriving an innocent man or 
woman of his or her property, 
would a political party welcome 
such donations? It is true that no 
recipient, say a party treasurer or 
other office-bearer, takes the trouble 
of enquiring in detail about the 
source of a donor's bank balance or 
other assets. But if the party leader¬ 
ship knows, or has reasons to 
suspect, that the donated amount is 
illegally obtained, it ^ould certain¬ 
ly return the donatiem with regrets; 
otherwise flte party will get a bad 
name and rapidly lose yital public 
support. It would then cease to exist 
as a living organisation. That would 
be virtual suicide. The best course 
in such cases would be forpolitical 
parties to make discreet enquiries 
about each donor's bom fidis, accept 
only cheques by way of donations 


and give proper receipt for each con- 
tributiem. It would then be easier for 
the political organisation to return 
the money wherever, it is believed, 
on the basis of subsequent informa¬ 
tion, to have been di^onestly ac¬ 
quired. If dishonest, fraudulent 
practices and deceptions (which 
have assumed many forms in the 
modem, supposedly advanced 
world), are checked, or at least 
reduced in number, would that not 
be a distinct gain to humanity as a 
whole? Besides, the process of 
returning dishonestly acquired 
money would help in identifying 
parties and persons resorting to un¬ 
lawful practices to secure substan¬ 
tial gains. I would also like to 
mention some interesting facts in 
this connection. The British Conser¬ 
vative Party faced a ticklish situa¬ 
tion when Mr Asil Nadir, the 
dishonest contributor to the party 
funds, threatened to unleash a 
"Watergate" if any step was taken 
to land him in an untenable situa¬ 
tion. The party treasurer admitted • 
that he was wrong in accepting the 
donation and had "misjudged the 
situation". He thus set another good 
example. He displayed the courage 
of his conviction. Should party of¬ 
fice-bearers in India not emulate 
him? It would help clean up the at¬ 
mosphere and reduce the corrupt 
practices in this arena. 

M[r D My predecessor, Mr C, 
has tried to make out a plausible 
case, but his attempt is just that, 
nothing more. His arguments will 
not carry conviction, if closely ex¬ 
amined. Besides, I would like to 
draw the attention of the audience 
to certain difflculties fliat might 
arise in implementing the sugges¬ 
tion made by Mr A and his team¬ 
mate, Mr C. One, as pointed out by 
Mr B, the political parties would be 
starved of funds if they try to ques¬ 
tion the source of money donated to 
flreir coffers. To ask awkward ques¬ 
tions in such matters would amount 


-- -- --— ... ‘m .. -... 

to driving away the intending ' 
benefactor. Who would like to dis¬ 
close all the sources of his earnings 
to a poUticai party functionary? Ilie 
prospective dontnrs and all those 
who have money to spare for poUti' 
cal activity would switch over to a 
party that asks no inconvenient 
questions but thankfully accepto . ^. 
whatever is offered in good faith. 1^. 
insist that all payments to party 
funds should be through cheques 
will not solve the problem either. 

Many industrialists acquire money 
through exploitation of workers, 
evading taxes and adc^ting other 
deceptive practices. Two, tire Con¬ 
gress, the largest party (and per¬ 
haps others also) does not maintain 
proper accounts of receipts and dis- 
bursemaits. How much will have 
to be refunded and to whom? 

Three, it is well known that there is 
no State funding of election^ in 
India. As a result, the political par¬ 
ties are left to their own resources. 
Contributions by industrialists, 
honest and dishonest, have become 
an essential feature of party funds. 

What would happen if such con- 
tributions are declared unacceptable I 
and returned to the donors? In fluit 
cases, there would have to be com¬ 
plete overhaul of the present sys¬ 
tem. Of course cheaper elections 
would be one effective remedy. 

But in my opinion the day is far 
off when elections would become 
cheap. 1 don't think any rich per¬ 
son, however great a supporter he 
may be, would willingly come to . 
the party's rescue and donate 
the requisite amount to enable ■ 
the leader to fulfil his promise 
to return the money. And who 
knows even such offer by a big 
businessman may involve j 

black and tainted money? i 

Honestly earned money does 
not ordinarily reach such high 
proportions. So the proposi- , 
tion before this House should ■. A 
not be accepted. The dilemma -t 

it would create is obvious to . 
everyone. " 1 
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CURRENT AFFAIRS 


Current General Knowledge 


ABBREVIATIONS 

CAPES: Computer-Aided 
Paperless Examination System. 

EFA: Education for All. 

SCADA: Supervisory Control 
and Data Acquisition System. 

AWARDS 

Dr B.C. Roy Awards, 1992 

ROF P.N. Tandon of the Neuro 
Science Centre, Department of 
Neurosurgery, All India Institute of 
Medical &iences, and Prof J.S. Bajaj, 
member of the Planning Commission 
and President of the National 
Academy of Medical Sciences, have 
jointly bagged the prestigious award. 

The award is announced every 
year on the eve of Doctors' Day on 
July 1, which is observed in the 
memory of Dr B.C. Roy, an eminent 
doctor and former Chief Minister of 
West Bengal. The award carries Rs 
one lakh in cash and a silver salver. 

Stockholm Water Prize, 1993 

R Madhav Atmaram Chitale, 
former Secretary of the Indian 
Ministry of Water Resources, has 
been awarded the prize. Water prize 
is an international award, given an¬ 
nually for outstanding contributions 
in water conservation. 

CONFERENCE/SUMMIT 

World Human Rights Conference 
HE first Human Rights Con¬ 
ference in 25 years was held in 
Vienna, Austria with delegates at¬ 
tending from around 180 countries. 
The Indian delegation was led by the 
Finance Minister, Dr Manmohan 
Singh. 

According to the statistics 
provided on the eve of the inaugura¬ 
tion of the conference, 143 million 
people have been killed in a series of 
genocidal slaughters in this century, 
ranging from Auschwitz to Gulag Ar¬ 
chipelago, from My Lai to the Khmer 


Rouge. 

The "Vienna declaration", 
adopted at the conclusion of the con¬ 
ference, urged the UN and its 
relevant organisations to proclaim a 
"UN decade for human rights" to 
promote and protect these rights and 
create conditions for their full enjoy¬ 
ment by the peoples of the world. 

The international body, promot¬ 
ing human rights, was established in 
1946, soon after World War II. The 
UN Charter also affirms its faith in 
the dignity and worth of the human 
person, in the equal rights of men and 
women and of nations large and 
small. 

UN-sponsored summit on illiteracy 
summit meeting of the nine 
most populous countries of the 
world will be held in New Delhi in 
later half of 1993 to discuss the 
UNESCO-UNICEF initiative to 
promote Education for All (EFA) in 
these countries. 

The nine countries are India, 
China, Egypt, Mexico, Brazil, In¬ 
donesia, Nigeria, Bangladesh and 
Pakistan 

The objective is to give the na¬ 
tional and global efforts the much 
needed visibility, generate public en¬ 
thusiasm, facilitate the mobilisation 
of resources and to enhance the 
quality of the total effort. 

The conference has special sig¬ 
nificance for India, which has em¬ 
barked on a total literacy campaign 
throughout the country, on a scale 
never attempted anywhere else in the 
world. 

PERSONS 

Campbell, Kim 

6-year-old, Ms Kim Campbell is 
the first woman Prime Minister of 
Canada. Before being elected to the 
post, she held the defence portfolio. 


She has the distinction of rising 
from obsecurity to the country's 
highest office in just five years. In 
addition to being a superb politician, 
she speaks three languages— 
English, French and Russian —, is a 
former university lecturer in political 
science, a cellist and pianist and also 
a former lawyer. 

Ciller, Tansu 

RS Tansu Ciller, 47, has become 
the first woman Prime Minister 
of Turkey. Her appointment is a 
refreshing signal that secularism as 
well as progressive ideals can 
flourish in a Muslim country. Mrs 
Ciller represents the changing face of 
the Turkish woman. The ruling True 
Path Party has used her to project for 
itself an image of modernity and of a 
party that values a woman's role in 
society^—women constitute 59 per 
cent of the labour force of Turkey. 

Sutherland, Peter 

ETER Sutherland, chairman of 
the Allied Irish Banks, has been 
appointed director-general of the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT). 

Mr Sutherland is widely 
regarded as a champion of free trade. 
His credentials as an international 
player were established between 
1984 and 1988 when, alongwith EC 
commission president, Mr Jacques 
Deloras, he emerged as one of the key 
architects of Europe's single market 
package. 

The 47-year-old Irish lawyer is 
expected to inject much-needed 
dynamism into the world trade body. 

Kaul, Air Marshal Swaroop 
Krishna 

NE of the most highly-decorated 
officers of the Indian Air Force, 
Air Marshal S.K. Kaul has been ap¬ 
pointed as the new Chief of the Air 
Staff. 
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He was bom on Decen^r 20, 
1935. He was commissioned into the 
lAF, as a fighter pilot, in July 1954. He 
has a record 3,700 hours to his 
credit. He is the only Air Marshal in 
the lAF to be decorated with Maha Vir 
Chakra, the second highest gallantry 
award, which was given to him for 
carrying out successful missions over 
heavily defended targets in Eastern 
Sector in the 1971 conflict. 


PLACES 

Azerbaijan 

A zerbaijan, an oll-rkh country 
of seven million people, along 
the Caspian Sea, is the latest of the 
former Soviet republics to be tom by 
civil war. The unrest endangers the 
fragile democracy of the country. 

The rebels are led by Mr Surat 
Huseynov, a former army colonel 
angered by his demotion by Presi¬ 
dent Abulfaz Elcibey. He is demand¬ 
ing the removal of Elcibey. Already 
he has succeeded in forcing the Prime 
Minister and the Speaker of the Par¬ 
liament to resign. 

Olympic museum 

T he 11,000 square metre museum, 
set in the side of a hill overlook¬ 
ing Lake Geneva, is the world's 
largest repository of art and artifacts 
related to the Olympic Games. 

The museum is the pet project of 
International Olympic Committee 
president, Mr Juan Antonio 
Samaranch. The idea of an Olympic 
museum was originally conceived by 
Baron Pierre de Coubertin, founder 
of the modem Olympic movement. 

The museum features the 
world's largest collection of Olympic 
coins, stamps, medals, torches and 
uniforms. 


RESEARCH 

Asteroid impact off Bombay 
discovend 

I NDIAN geophysicists have iden¬ 
tified o^hore Bombay as the likely 
site where a giant rock from space 
crashed 65 million years ago and trig¬ 
gered off mass extinctions of 
dinosaurs and other species. 

Scientists at the National 


Geophysical Research Institute 
(NGRI), Hyderabad conducted the 
research. 

Scientists have been hunting for 
possible sites of an extraterrestrial 
impact, 65 million years ago, which 
they believe set off a chain of 
catastrophic events on earth that' 
wiped out dinosaurs and thousands 
of other species. 

About the same time, western 
India witnessed a 10,000 year spell of 
intense volcanic activity. Researchers 
now say that an impact near India 
could have triggered off tite volcanic 
eruptions, and both events con¬ 
tributed to mass extinctions. 

A four-member team of NGRI 
scientists, led by Dr J.G. Negi, have 
found an oval-shaped gravity 
anomaly near Bombay, caused by an 
unusual underground structure—a 
possible sign of an extraterrestrial im¬ 
pact. 

The impact raised a cloud of dust 
and blocked sunlight. The volcanoes, 
belching out lava and gases filled the 
atmosphere with poisonous gases, 
making conditions on earth un¬ 
bearable for most life forms. 

The volcanic eruptions, which 
have also given rise to present-day 
geological features of western and 
central India, occurred within a 
period of one million years, with the 
most intense phase lasting only 
10,000 years. 

Such a short duration eruption 
event would have required a very 
powerful trigger for the rapid dis¬ 
charge of molten rock to surface. The 
NGRI studies suggest that a 10-km to 
20-km wide asteroid crashed near 
Bombay, penetrated to a depth of 20 
km and triggered off rapid uplift of 
magma to the surface. The actual area 
of impact is completely masked by a 
thick pile of lava. 

Scientists abroad first proposed 
the extraterrestrial impact flieory for 
mass extinctions in 1980. Since then 
scientists have identifled possible im¬ 
pact sites in the Gulf of Mexico, on the 
coast of Cuba and in Siberia. 


MISCELLANY 


Longcat flight of airiiner 

O N June 19,1993, an aircraft set 
the round the world record 


one refuelling stop—from France tp 
New 2^aland and back. 


Chirstened the "World Ranger", 
the French plane flew non-stc^ from ■ f 
Le Bourget, near Paris, to Auckland;’ . 
New Zealand, in the Icmgest flight ^ 
ever by an airliner. After refuelling, 
the Airbus A340-200 flew non-stop 
back to Le Bourget. 

New Zealand is the most distant 
country from France. One-stop round 
the world flight was complete in 48 : 

hours 22 minutes and six seconds, 
including a five hour and five 
minutes refuelling stop at Auckland. - ,, 


The aircraft also set a number of 
new records which include: first non¬ 
stop flight between Europe and New 
Zealand; first non-stop flight be^ 
tween New Zealand and Europe; 
longest non-stop flight by an airliner; 
and fastest round-the-world flight in 
its class. 


A day longer by a second 

T he earth is slowing down, and 
on June 30 midnight the standard 
clocks were adjusted by one second 
making Jime 30 a second longer. This 
was done to put standard time in step 
with the astronomical time scale. 


{ 



The adjustment becomes neces¬ 
sary to keep the Coordinated Univer¬ 
sal Time (UTC), the time used by 
mankind within ifl.9 seconds of the 
Astronomical lime Scale. If this is not 
done the two will vary over a period 
of time upsetting our daily routine 
which is usually in step with the sun. 

The UTC is accurately measured by 
the atomic clocks, while the 
Astronomical Time &ale is deter- /• 
mined by ttie earth's rotation. This 
rotation is affected by many different . 
celestial, tidal and frictional fortes, 
slowing down the spin and makittg ; { 

earth's axis wobble. ; i 

- ‘ ^ 
-- t * 

The atomic clocks are able to 
measure the universal time with an 
accuracy of one second in 30,000 toy-, if 
300,000 years. 




AUGUST-93 COMPEimON MASTER 






Paperless exams for UPSC on cards 
Computer-Aided Paperless Ex¬ 
amination System (CAPES), 
which can make public service 
entrance examinations fool-proof 
against leaks and malpractices, was 
launched on July 5,19^. 

The system has been developed 
by the National Informatics Centre 
(NIC), a wing of the Planning Com¬ 
mission. 

I CA PES is designed in such a way 

f that any candidate appearing for the 

* examination will have no difficulty in 

f answering through computer ter- 

f. minal. The software is user-friendly 

] to make the candidates feel more at 

\ home than in the conventional 

' method of answering examination. 

' No prior knowledge of computers is 

• needed for answering the questions. 
The system is open to all the or- 

; ganisations conducting recruitments 

; and the facility is meant for objective- 

type examinations. 

With the introduction of CAPES, 
the UPSC examinations would no 
j longer have room for any controver¬ 
sies in the future, since the system is 
clean, effective and trustwordiy. 

I The chance of copying will also 
be eliminated by generating different 
■; sets of question papers for each in¬ 

dividual candidate, through 
stratified random selection. The 
evaluation is automatic and the 
results can be had instantly trans- 
/ mitted to the organisers, through the 
; computer network, NICNET. 

All the 500 district headquarters 
in the country are proposed to be 
linked through CAPES. 

A study that broke many a myth 
OES a Convent or public school 
educiition of a child make him 
successful in life? Does English j 
medium education and tuition or 
coaching help a child succeed in his 
later life? 

The answer is a categorical no, 
according to a study conducted at the 
SMS medical college, Jaipur. 

The study "Success in Life and Its 
Correlation With Early Education", 
conducted by Dr Ashok Gupta, an 


assistant professor of paediatrics, 
shows that an overwhelming 
majority of successful people have 
had a mediocre scoring rate at school. 
They also had their school education 
in Hindi medium, besides, they were 
products of ordinary schools, and 
had no tuition or coaching. 

The study was undertaken in 
view of the increasing incidences of 
"behavioural dysfunction" in 
children due to societal and parental 
pressure on them to perform better in 
schools. 

The study has broken many a 
myth by concluding that good 
academics scoring at school does not 
guarantee success in later life and 
poor performance did not necessarily 
mean failure. 

The study opined that "unneces¬ 
sary and excessive pressure" on 
children to perform at academics 
should be curtailed and the emphasis 
should be on sharpening child's 
talents in his field of inclination. 

Successful people in 10 different 
categories were identified using 
reputational technique by their own 
peer groups. The categories selected 
were—artists, bureaucrats, 
businessmen, engineers, in¬ 
dustrialists, journalists, judges, doc¬ 
tors and intellectuals. 

The study showed as many as 81 
per cent of the successful people had 
a mediocre academic scoring at 
.school, sending an important mes¬ 
sage to the parents of children who 
are not exceptionally brilliant, not 
to unnecessarily pressurise their 
wards. 

Similarly, 66.2 per cent of the suc¬ 
cessful people had their schooling in 
Hindi medium schiwls and 88.4 per 
cent were the products of ordinary 
schools. 

Only 11.4 per cent of these suc¬ 
cessful people had tuitions or coach¬ 
ings during their school life, contrary 
to the impression that tuition or 
coaching for brilliant school carrier 
can influence success. 

Interestingly, however, 95 per 


cent to those successful people, who 
themselves had schooling in Hindi 
medium schools, opted English 
medium schools, for their children. 

Another interesting finding of 
the study was that 74.4 per cent of the 
successful people were from urban 
background. 

While 18 per cent of them had a 
mixed background (both urban and 
rural) only 3.8 per cent lyid a rural 
background. 

Spreading light of knowledge 
PREADING the light of 
knowledge into the lives of 
thousands of blind people in the 
"talking book" project of the 
National Institute for the Visually 
Handicapped (NIVH), Dehradun, 
the only set-up of its kind in Asia. 

Realising the problems faced by 
blind students pursuing higher 
education, the institute launched this 
ambitious programme which en¬ 
visages recording of text books, 
literary works and magazines into 
audio cassettes and circulating them 
to these students free of cost. 

NIVH had set up the recording 
studio in 1985, on an experimental 
basis, and more than 1 lUO books were 
recorded over the last few years. Text 
b(X)ks for all subjects at the gradua¬ 
tion and post graduation levels, for 
B.Ed., M.Ed., as well as law courses, 
have been recorded under the talking 
book programme. 

Institutions have to register 
themselves with the NIVH, paying a 
returnable security of Rs 100, 
whereas individuals pay the nominal 
amount of Rs 50, also returnable, to 
be able to receive the cassettes. The 
scheme is a circulating one and the 
cassettes are not retained by any in¬ 
stitution or individual. They are sent 
backtoNWH. 

Best sellers and classics of 
English, Hindi, Bengali, Punjabi and 
Marathi are some of the talkiitg books 
in foe rows of master cassettes in the 
roomy library-cunf-duplicating sec¬ 
tion of foe NIVH. Some of the text¬ 
books have been recorded on as 
many as 30 to 40 cassettes each. 
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The Examiner’s Guess 
Questions 


Q. Where was the first global 
human rights conference held in 
June 1993? 

Ans. Vienna 

Q. What is Supervisory Control 
and Data Acquisition System 
(SCADA)? 

Ans. It is a system that provides 
a protective power shield to any 
local electricity network. It isolates a 
snag in the grid, in split seconds, iso¬ 
lates the local electricity network 
from the rest of the grid and protects 
the system from total collapse. 

Q. Name the author of the classic 
novel "Lord of the Flies"? 

Ans. William Golding. 

Q. Where was the summit of the 
12-nation European Community 
held in June 1993? 

Ans. Copenhagen, Denmark. 

Q. What amount of gold was 
mobilised by the Gold Bond Scheme 
which closed on June 14,1993? 

Ans 40.5 tonnes valued at 
around Rs 1,620 crore at the ruling 
price. 

Q. Name the mascot of the 1994 
Hiroshima Asian Games? 

Ans. Poppo and Cuccu two 
doves. 

Q. Name the richest person in 
the world as per the Fortune 
Magazine's 1993 ranking? 

Ans. Sultan of Bnmei. His per¬ 
sonal wealth is put at $ 37 billion. 

Q. Which city will host the sixth 
SAP games in Dumber 1993? 

Ans. Dhaka, Bangladesh. 

Q. What is the real name of 
singer, Apacha Indian? 



Ans. Steven Kapoor. 

Q. What amount of fertiliser sub¬ 
sidy will be made available to the 
State Governments during 1993-94? 

Ans. Rs 756 crore. 

Q. Where is Shipki La Pass 
situated? 

Ans. Shipki La is situated on the 
Himachal-Tibet border. It connects 
Kinnaur in Himachal with western 
Tibet. The governments of India and 
China are considering opening this 
Pass, along with Yadong Pass on Sik- 
kim-Hbet border for local trading. In 
1992 trading point at Gunji on the 
Uttar Pradesh-Tibet border was 
opened. 

Q. Which country has agreed to 
assist India in undertaking pilot 
projects to increase the productivity 
of saline lands? 

Ans. Australia. The pilot projects 
would be launched in Gujarat, 
Haryana, Rajasthan and Uttar 
Pradesh. 

Q. As per the annual report of 
the World Economic Forum and the 
International Institute of Manage¬ 
ment Elevelopment what is the rank 
of India in terms of international 
competitiveness of newly in¬ 
dustrialised economies? 

Ans. 13th. In 1992 India had oc¬ 
cupied 11th position. It has been out¬ 
paced by Hungary, which has inched 
to 12th position tom I3th in 1992, 
and Chile, which has occupied 5th 
position whereas it was nowhere 
among first 15 in 1992. 

The first position is held by Sin¬ 
gapore, followed by Hong Kong and 
Taiwan. 

Q. Which day is reserved as 


World Population Day? 

Ans. July 11. 

Q. Which day is observed as In¬ 
ternational Day Against Drug Abuse . 
and Illicit Tl'afficking? 

Ans. June 26. 

Q. What export target has been 
fixed for 1993-94? 

Ans. $ 22.138 billion. This repre¬ 
sents a growth of 20 per cent over the 
actual performance during 1992-93, 
provisionally estimated at $ 18.420 
billion. 

Q. What amormt of aid has been 
pledged by the Aid India Consor¬ 
tium for 1993-94? 

Ans. $ 7.4 billion. 

Q. Which country is the single 
largest donor country to India? ' 

Ans. Japan. It has pledged $1.11 - 
billion for 1993-94. 

Q. Who is the youngest men's 
title holder of the Wimbledon Tennjb 
Championship? 

Ans. Boris Becker of Germany, bi 
1985 he lifted the men's title at Ote 
age of 17. 

Q. As per the latest report of the 
World Health Organisation, what 
amount per capita was spent by . 
India on health in 1990? 

Ans. $ 21 per capita. Out of this . 

$ 16.5 was spent privately and rest ; 
was spent by the Government. 

Q. What is Serendip? 

Ans. It stands for Search for 
Extra-Terrestrial Radio Emissions 
from Nearly Developed Intelligent 
Populations. It is a $ 400,000 prefect 
to search for any signals tiuit migjht 
have been emitted by radar or ctsn- 
munication systems of an alien 
world. ' 

■ 
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VOCABULARY 


improve Your Word Power 


1. asph^iation: (a) starvation (b) suffocation 

(c) strength (a) invitation. 

2. baulk (balk): (a) verify (b) prevent (c) encourage 

(d) identify. 

3. coterie: (a) family (b) institution (c) group (d) mob. 

4. demib (a) resign (h) appoint (c) judge (d) promote. 

5. endean (a) enjoy oneself (b) entertain all (c) make 
dear (d) lift something. 

6. foment: (a) pacify (b) rectify (c) restrict (d) incite. 

7. gaffe: (a) blunder (b) virtue (c) compulsion 
(d) competition. 

8. hood-wink: (a) collide (b) pi^efer (c) stab (d) deceive. 

9. inertia: (a) reception (b) deception (c) lethargy 
(d) corruption. 

10. junk: (a) trash (b) wonder (c) success (d) failure. 

11. kneejerk: (a) serious (i>) thoughtless (c) passionate 
(d) critical. 

12. lug: (a) degrade (b) decline (c) denounce (d) drag. 

13. mish-mash: (a) master-piece (b) investigation 

(c) confusion (d) arrogance. 

14. onerous: (a) pleasant (b) light (c) troublesome 

(d) rewarding. 

15. pertinacious: (a) delicate (b) determined (c) humble 
(d) defensive. 

16. rendezvous: (a) notification (b) auctton (c) depar¬ 
ture (d) appointment. 

17. stone wall: (a) engage (expert) (b) render (ineffec¬ 
tive) (c) obstruct (debate) (d) harm (bodily). 

18. trepidation: (a) worry (b) excitement (c) pleasure 
(d) document. 

19. wilt: (a) warn (b) challenge (c) strike (d) collapse 

20. yaw: (a) drift (b) soar (c) arouse (d) dedicate. 


ANSWERS 

1. asphyxiation: (b) suffocation, death, illness. 

—Any governmental interference in cultural/creative 
activities, sooner or later, results ih asphyxiation. 

2. baulk/balk: (b) prevent, obstruct. 

—The hunters were baulked of their prey by the forest 
guards. 

3. coterie: (c) group, clique. 

—A politician always surrounded by a coterie of self- 
seekers is bound to face disgrace in his public life. 

4. demib (a) resign. 

—^The special security provided to the minister ceased 
to be available to him after he demilied the office. 

5. endear, (c) make dear. 

—His kindness to my children greatly endeared him to 

me. 


6. fomenb (d) incite, arouse. 

—Communal propaganda and irresponsible report¬ 
ing in the press fomented suspicions between the two com¬ 
munities. 

7. gaffe: (a) blunder, indiscreet remark. ^ 

—He did not realize what a gaffe he had made by 
abusing his opponent in public. 

8. hood-wink: (d) deceive, fool, delude. 

—In an age of glittering publicify, many innocent cus¬ 
tomers are Iwod-winked into buying fake products. 

9. inertia: (c) lethargy, passivity, laziness. 

—Because of the sheer inertia of the system many 
badly needed reforms were never introduced. 

10. junk: (a) trash, useless, rubbish. 

—Parents should see to it that their impressionable 
children do not read too much junk (i.e. low-quality books) 
in their leisure. 

11. kneejerk: (b) thoughtless, automatic. 

—^The usual reactions to a plane-crash are sometime 
justified and sometime kneejerk only. 

12. lug: (d) drag, carry. 

—Some political parties are unwilling to disown their 
past and refuse to dump the ideological baggage they have 
been lugging around for long. 

13. mish-mash: (c) confusion, mess, mixture. 

—The biography was a sentimental mish-mash that 
told the world what a wonderful woman she was. 

14. onerous: (c) troublesome, burdensome. 

—Long hours of work and onerous duties told upon 
his poor health. 

15. pertinacious: {b) determined, unyielding, 
resolute. 

—His style of arf^ument in meetings is not as much 
aggressive as pertimaous. 

16. rendezvous: (d) appointment, meeting. 

—^The secretary was asked to arrange a rendezvous 
with the visiting delegation from abroad. 

17. stone wall: (c) obstruct (debate/discussion). 

—The minister's evasive replies in the house was a 
deliberate attempt to stone vmll (me discussion/debate). 

18. trepidation: (a) worry, fear, anxiety. 

—The threat of an epidemic caused great alarm and 
trepidation. 

19. wilb (d) collapse, stoop. 

—Since he was not a strong person, invariably he 
vrilled under the pressure of domestic tension. 

20. yaw: (a) drift, deviate. 

—The ship began to yaw on the stormy waves of the 
sea. 
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CAREER 


Defence Forces 

NDA and Naval Academy 

In the April 1993 issue of the I forces. I 


Competilion Master the details about 
careers in defence forces through the 
Combined Defence Services (CDS) 
Examination were brought to the 
readers. The CDS Examination 
facilitates the graduates to seek 
careers in the defence forces as direct 
entry officers. Another opportunity, 
to the bright and energetic deserving 
candidates is available as 
NDA/Naval Academy Entry of¬ 
ficers. This avenue is open to relative¬ 
ly younger candidates with 10+2 
qualifications. NDA and Naval 
Academy (Executive Branch) 
provides assured career at young age 
with no financial burden of four-year 
training in the various training 
academies. The training at NDA cul¬ 
minates with a graduation degree 
from the Jawahar Lai Nehru Univer¬ 
sity. Three-yeai training at NDA is 
followed up by one-year professional 
training at Indian Military Academy 
(IMA) for the Army, Naval Academy 
for the Indian Navy and Air Force 
Academy for the Air Force. 

All these wings of Defence Forces 
offer very good career opportunities 
blended with adventure. Besides of¬ 
fering one of the best pay structure in 
the government service, the forces 
also offer facilities like free rations, 
free medical facilities, free/conces¬ 
sional travel by rail during leave, 
provident fund, group insurance and 
ccmcesslonal residential accommoda¬ 
tion. Besides, defence forces also offer 
a good social and regimented life. 
Time-bound promotions, upto a par¬ 
ticular level, for all officers and selec¬ 
tive top promotions to the 
meritorious and bright officers is ffie 
hallmark of a career in the defence 


The Selection Process 

The UPSC conducts the NDA 
and Naval Academy (Executive 
Branch) Examination twice every 
year usually in the months of April 
and September. Each examination is 
conducted to select 350 candidates, 
with 214 seats for the Army, 43 for the 
Navy, 73 for the Air Force and 20 
seats for the Executive Branch of 
Naval Academy. At the time of sub¬ 
mitting the applications, the can¬ 
didates are required to give their 
preferences for particular wings of 
the forces. The advertisement for 
September Examination usually ap¬ 
pears in April, every year, in all major 
national and regional newspapers. 
Similarly, the advertisement for April 
examination usually appears in ^p- 
tember/October. Simulfeneously the 
detailed advertisement also appears 
in the "Employment News" of the 
concerned week. 

(a) Eligibility: Only unmarried 
male candidates of the age group of 

16 - years to 19 years are eligible to 

take the examination for 
NDA/Naval Academy (Executive 
Branch). Educational qualification 
for Army and Air Force wing at NDA 
is 12th pass of 10+2 pattern or 
equivalent For Naval wing of NDA 
and Naval Academy (Executive 
Branch), the educational qualifica¬ 
tion is 12th pass of 10+2 pattern with 
Physics and Mathematics or 
equivalent The candidates appear¬ 
ing for the final examination of 10+2 
standard are also eligible to appear. 

For being eligible to appear in the 
exanrination, a candidate must be a 


II 



citizen of India or a sul^ect of Bhutan ■ 
or Nepal. Tibetan refugees or persons f 
of Indian Origin migrated fconi. V'; 
Pakistan, Burma, Sri Lwka, Keny^ / | 
Uganda, Tanzania, Zambia, Malawi,-;; / 
Z^re, Ethiopia and Vietnam, with the 
intention of permanently Ktding in ■ 
India, are also eligible. Howevov can¬ 
didates belonging to these categories 
shall need to obtain a certfficate of 
eligibility from the Government of 
India. ; 

A candidate seeking admissidn ; /i 
to the examination must send his ap¬ 
plication form to the UPSC on the 
proforma given in the advertisement' 
for this examination. The admissioh ; 
to the examination is purely 
provisional as no certificates are ce- 
quired to be attached with the ap¬ 
plication. 

(b) Written Examination: The 
candidates are tested in two papers of 

2 i hours duration each. First paper 

is of "Mathematics" and carries a 
maximum of 300 marks. Paper-H is 
"General Ability Test" and carries a 
maximum of 600 marks. The question 
papers consist of objective type ques¬ 
tions and are set in English only. 
There is no fixed pass percentage of 
marks and depending on the number 
of candidates appearing in the de¬ 
amination and their overall perfor¬ 
mance, the qualifying marks are 
determined. 

The paper-I on Mathematics is of 
Matriculaticm Examination standard 
and consists questions on Arithmetic, 
Mensuration, Algebra, Geometry, 
Trigonometry and Statistics. Paper-H 
on General Ability consists of two 
parts. Part-A comprises of the test of 
English Lanuage to judge Hte general 
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understanding of English Language 
by the candidates and carries 200 
marks. Part-B of Paper-II consists of 
General Knowledge carrying 400 
marks and has six sections. The 
weightage given to these six sections 
of General Knowledge is: Physics 
25%, Chemistry 15%, C^neral Science 
10%, History, Freedom Movement etc 
20%; Geography 20% and current Af¬ 
fairs 10%. 

There are 40 centres of examina¬ 
tion. The names of these centres are: 
Agartala, Ahmedabad, Aizawl, Al¬ 
lahabad, Bangalore, Bareilly, Bhopal, 
Bombay, Calcutta, Chandigarh, 
Cochin, Cuttack, Delhi, Dharwar, 
Dispur, Gangtok, Hyderabad, Im- 
phal, Itanagar, Jaipur, Jammu, Jorhat, 
Kavaratti, Kohima, Lucknow, 
Madras, Madurai, Nagpur, Panaji, 
Patna, Port Blair, Raipur, Sambalpur, 
Shillong, Shimla, Srinagar, Urupati, 
Trivandrum, Udaipur and Vishak- 
hapatnam. 

(c) Intelligence and Personality 
Test: Just like the CDS Examination, 
all the candidates declared successful 
in the written examination are re¬ 
quired to qualify an intelligence and 
personality test conducted by the Ser¬ 
vices Selection Board (SSB). The intel¬ 
ligence tests at SSB are both oral as 
well as written and are designed to 
Judge the basic intelligence of the 
candidates. During the four-day per¬ 
sonality test, the candidates are also 
put to Group Tests such as group dis¬ 
cussion, group planning, outdoor 
group tasks etc. All these tests are 
aimed at judging the behaviour of the 
candidate in a group. In addition the 
personality test also requires a can¬ 
didate to deliver an impromptu lec- 
turette on the subjects of general 
interest as well as to clear ten 
obstacles in 30 seconds. This way 
mental calibre as well as physical 
robustness of the candidates is 
judged. The SSB interview is also 
blended with a series of psychologi¬ 
cal tests like Situation Ruction Test 
(SRT) and pictures story writing. 
These psychological tests are aim^ 
at judging the trait of positive out¬ 


look of the candidate. In broad terms, 
the intelligence and persoruility testis 
not only the test of intellectual facul¬ 
ties of the candidates but is also 
directed at judging their social traits, 
interest in current affairs and physi¬ 
cal and psychological toughness 
which finally helps to judge their 
suitability for the services. 

The candidates declared success¬ 
ful after the SSB interview are then 
required to undergo a comprehen¬ 
sive medical examination by a medi¬ 
cal board in a local Military Hospital. 
To avoid the last minute disappoint¬ 
ment the candidates are advised to 
get themselves medically examined 
as per the prescribed standards. 
Prescribed standards of medical fit¬ 
ness are given in the detailed adver¬ 
tisement given in the Employment 
News. 

The Training Academies 

On the basis of performance of 
the candidates in the written ex¬ 
amination and the personality test, 
final merit list is prepared and pub¬ 
lished in all leading newspapers. The 
candidates, on the basis of their rank 
in the final merit list and preference, 
are asked to join at the NDA or Naval 
Academy (Executive Branch). 

The three-year training at NDA 
includes the qualifying of certain 
physical standards, basic knowledge 
of three wings of the armed forces 
and study of academics leading to a 
graduation degree. In addition, basic 
etiquettes of the forces, discipline in 
the armed forces and basics of drill 
etc are also taught. After successful 
training spreading over six terms of 
six mont^ each at NDA, the can¬ 
didates, as per their choice, go to the 
Indian Military Academy for Army 
or to the Naval Academy for Navy or 


to the Air-Force Academy for Air 
Force for two terms of six months 
each. On successful completion of 
training at these academies,, the 
cadets are Commissioned into the 
deface forces as Second Lieuteiumt 
(Army) or* Acting sub-Lieutenant 
(Navy) or Pilot Officer (Air-Force). 
During the last six months of training 
the cadets are also entitled to the 
salary which is given to them in 
lump-suiit, on commissidhing. 

Coaching and Preparations 

Preparations for the written ex¬ 
amination needs special attention. 
Mathematics paf>er, being theoretical 
in nature is comparatively easy to 
prepare. Paper-ll (General Ability) 
needs special attention and prepara¬ 
tion which consists of English and 
General Knowledge. Regular reading 
of "Die Competition Master" is par¬ 
ticularly useful'for Papcr-lI as it effec¬ 
tively helps the candidates to prepare 
for English Language and General 
Knowledge. Similarly, SSB interview 
being different from routine inter¬ 
views needs special preparations. 
There are certain academies, par¬ 
ticularly those run by former officers 
of the defence forces, which provide 
useful coaching to the candidates 
preparing for the interview. The can¬ 
didates may choose genuine 
academies and undergo coaching for 
the interview. 

Further details about the ex¬ 
amination are available in the 
detailed advertisement which ap¬ 
pears in the Employment News, In¬ 
formation about the examination is 
also given in die "Candidates Infot^ 
mation Manual" which gives details 
about objective-type tests. This book¬ 
let is supplied by the UPSC to all the 
candidates alongwith the admission 
certificate. 


ANSWERS to G.K. Crossword No. 6 

ACROSS; 1. Aravalli 6. Deer 7. Onam 8. CTTU 9. Owl 11. Tsunami 
13. MBA 14. SDI (Strategic Defence Initiative) 15. Walptde 
19. Lac 20. Anne 21. Port 22. Polo 23. Normandy. 

DOWN: 1. Ataoima 2. Venus 3. Lemon 4, Idiom 5 . Seal 7. Ottawa 

10. Wisent 12. Liberty 16. Acton 17. Paper 18. Larva 
19. Laos. 
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Present9 an unending series of the mos 
renowned comics In the world, like... 


k 


Phantom 
A typical 
character of the 
comic surviving 
in his own life 
for hundred of 
years—like one 
soul in a series 
of bodies. He 
has taken a 
' pledge to efface 
all evil from the 4 ^ 

« world. Although tl 

• he dwells in the 
dense jungle, his 
field of action v 

covers the whole , 

: world. He is the | 
most helping 
friend for the 

needy, i- 

distressed persons 
but a vemitable death 
for his adversaries... 


'.V 


nowawallabh 
No. 1 to 26 




'5 


nowanllablo 
No. 1 to 13 



Mandrake 

The most widely 
read comic 
character in the 
world, who can 
hypotlae 
anyone merely 
by looking at 
him. His 
enemies are 
deteftnlned to 
end his 
existence but 
every time not 
he but they 
who lose before 
his mighty 
magic. 


, Spider Man 
An unbelievable 
existence who in pM 
reality is a very 
jovial handsome 
youth, hating all 
that is criminal 
and evil in the K “y 
world. When he 
comes in his .pi-vV 
deadly Spider- ^ 
Form his .• t,: .■' 
enemies cannot 
stand before his 
illimitable power, op ; 
No place is 
i^aceesibie for } 
him, even that 
too which is 
beyond the 
wildest imagination. 


i'M 













nowaeailaMe 
No. land2 


nowavallaWa 
Wo. 1 to 13 


James Bond 
An ace British 
detective known 
for his 

daredevilry and 
love for all good 
things of life 
including the 
young beautiesf 
Anexppiftt 
i^Squrafilr 
Who newer fails 
In his mission 
howso-ever 
dangerous. 
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LETTERS 

READERS’ FORUM 


BASIC MALAISE 

A national debate on 
ministerial responsibility 
would be a positive step to 
check lapses on the part of 
Ministers. A Minister is 
solely responsible if 
anything goes rvrong in his 
ministry. 

If there is an allegation 
against a Minister of his 
involvement in any scandal 
or scam, he should have the 
uuflitKhittg courage to resign 
before a probe is ordered. A 
Minister has no right to hold 
office if there is any charge of 
moral turpitude against him. 
Moreover, he should be bold 
enough to puttish the 
executive members 
subordwatc to him if they 
are found guilty of 
corruption. If rules and 
rendations are flouted by 
officials, hut no action is 
taken against them, the 
blauK falls on the Minister. 
There should not he any lack 
of responsibility or 
accountability at any level. 

M.S. Ansari 
AFSlnTKD 

Responsibility and 
accountability on the part of 
our leaders and bureaucrats 
arc fast vanishing. The 
leaders and others in the 
seats ofpouvr have no 
longer the commendable 
courage to own moral 
responsihility^or whatever 
goes wrong. This trend has 

a ed havoc loith the 
-being of our country. 
Unless everyone, 
whatever his or her position 
in life, is willing to heed the 
call of conscience, this 
malady will never end. 

AnU Kumar 
Vaishali 

FUTURE OF DEMOCRACY 
IN INDIA 

Every Indian is 
conscious of the crisis in the 
country but is helpless 
because of the external 
pressures from various 
sources and the activities of 
political parties. 
Criminalisation of polities 
and politicisation of crimes 


are being promoted by 
politicM parties. There 
should be strict rules and 
regulations for the electoral 
system. Collectivity and 
group solidarity is the only 
way to ensure success. 
Administrative laws and the 
judiciary should act as a 
check at every step of our 
democratic life. 

Bijayananda Nayak 
Mishrapur 

DOUBLE DISGRACE 

"Amnesty 

International", which has 
been in the netvs lately, is 
more vocal in berating India 
rather than the contiguous 
migraine-inducing Pakistan. 

To a certain extent, the 
cases of military excesses, as 
reported, are legitimate but 
describing the operations as 
a blot on humanity conveys 
a lack of understanding of 
the ground realities in the 
volatile regions. The human 
rights organisations turn a 
blind eye to the heinous 
rampages of the militants 
who do not spare even the 
venerable and the vulnerable. 
When, in spite of incessant 
blood-baths and heavy 
casualties, captured 
militants manage to get 
away scot-free (courtesy the 
legal loopholes), it is but 
right that they should be 
annihilated through what 
the media label as "staged 
encounters". This buttresses 
the sagging morale of the 
security forces. 

“Amnesty 

International" would 
disagree as it has to live up 
to its name—amnesty for alt, 
angels and demons altke. 

Mano|eet Bhujabal 
Bhubaneswar 

FAILURE OF SYSTEMS 

The present Government 
can be compared to 
Dhritrashtra. Like Bhishma, 
Kripa and Dron who, even 
while rvitnessing the insult 
being inflicted on Draupadi, 
did rwt do anything, the 
Government is turning a 
blind eye to corruption and 


blatant misuse of power. 

India urgently needs 
leaders like Gandhi, Nehru 
and Patel to bring back the 
glory it once enjoyed. 

Deependra Kumar 
Sitamarhi 

INTERNATIONAL 

TERRORISM 

The well-plantwd series 
of bomb-blasts indicated 
that India has become a 
target of hi-tech 
State-sportsored terrorism. 
Once again the flaws in the 
functioning of our 
intelligence and law- 
enforcing agencies have been 
brought to light. 

In the present dismal 
scenario, stringent measures 
xvill have to be taken to wipe 
out all traces of terrorism on 
Indian soil before it disrupts 
the fabric of our society. The 
dying militancy in Ptmjab 
proves that there is no need 
to go soft tvith anti-social 
and anti-mtional elements. 
These must be curbed with a 
heavy hand and iron xvill. 

Binay Kumar Mishra 
jamalpur 

Very appropriately and 
vehemently you have 
highlighted the looming 
menace of international 
terrorism. It is undoubtedly 
a big stigma on civilised 
society. 

It is important to realise 
that this problem is not 
confined to a specific country 
but is a global menace. If 
international terrorism is 
not checked at the earliest, it 
may become a full-fledged 
epidemic and engulf the 
entire xvorld. 

Arun Kumar Rai 

Allahabad 

BOTTLENECK TO 
DEVELOPMENT 

Illiteracy has been 
rightly regarded as one of the 
greatest curses on mankind. 

It is a great hurdle in all¬ 
round development. It is the 
main source of 
iinpoverishment which 
affects not only our physical 
well-being but also our 
mental and intellectual 
progress. We should all try 
to remove this bottleneck in 


order to promote our 
nation’s xoelfare. 

Rajiv Roshan 
Muzaffiirpur 

THE C.M. 

I have been a reader <ff 
CM for the past 22 years or 
so. Initially, I had to share 
the magazine with my 
friends because of my limited 
means. Though I was also 
reading other journals, I 
found CM a cut above the 
rest. Its contents, coverage of 
current affairs, Abates and 
discussions are much better. 

I am grateful to CM for 
helping me to get the place 
where I am now. I am also 
happy that CM is 
maintaining the high 
standard of study material. 

B.K. Sarangi 
Bhadmk 

I thank you for the 
immense help I got from this 
magazine. You xvill be glad 
to know that I was selected 
in almost all the exams 
conducted by the Staff 
Selection Commission in 
199Z 

Biswaiit De 

Hriaaypiir 

I have just entered the 
field of competitions and 
fomtd C.M. ofparamoimt 
importance. Undoubtedly it 
provides the best knoxvledge 
to job-seekers. 

Please accept my 
warm-hearted thanks for 
doing such an excellent job. 

Vishal Sharma 
Meerut 

The Competition Master 
is an excellent magazine. 

There is no doubt about it, 
but there is some scope for 
improvement. The magazine 
does not contain any regular 
feature on science. This 
feature is badly needed for 
the benefit of humanities 
students who lag behind in 
many competitions 
(particuhmy in cixnl 
services) on account of this 
deficiency. 

^nod Kumar Sharma 

Sonepat 

My conmtulation and 
good wishes to CM. on 
completing 34 years of 
publication. 

Rafeev Ranjan Rana 

Muzaj^rpur 
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New Threat to 
Democracy 


Y et another crisis has gripped the country; this 
time it is a sequel to the arbitrary and 
whimsical order of an arrogant and power-obsessed 
bureaucrat. Chief Election Commissioner T.N. 
Scshan. By a sudden and imprecedented decision on 
August 2 he postponed ail elections and 
by-elections to the Central and State legislatures 
until December. The order created complex 
cortstitutional and political problems for the 
Government and the political parties whose plans 
have been upset beyond measure. 

There is no denying the fact that the 
Constitution provides for an independent Election 
Commission which has been entrusted with the 
responsibility of conducting the elections to 
Parliament and the State Assemblies. It is the 
Commission which fixed the dates for the various 
processes in this connection. But it must be said that 
Mr Seshan has defied the spirit of the Constitution 
by creating new hurdles in the functioning of 
democratic processes. In effect he has declared that 
it is he who will determine how democracy should 
function, not the Government or the people's chosen 
representatives. This is a situation which has to be 
speedily tackled in the national interest. 

Interestingly, Mr Seshan has accused the Central 
Government of flouting the Constitution and 
continually acting in an illegal manner. The tussle is 
between the Election Commission and the Central 
Government both of which are creatures of the 
Constitution. The Chief Election Commissioner also 
claims that he has broached the subject of his 
powers with the Prime Minister several times, 
through letters and telefdione talks. To that extent, 
the Central Government must be blamed for failing 
to take due notice of the matter well in time. If the 
requisite notice had been taken of the CEC's 
complaints, right or wrong, and remedial steps 
planned, perhaps the crisis would not have arisen. 
Whether the unpredictable Seshan might even then 
have created some crisis or other would be a matter 


of conjecture. 

The occasions when all the political parties as 
well as the Central Government are in full 
agreement are rare. But the current issue is one such 
occasion. They have all described Mr Seshan's 
action as unwarranted, arbitrary and authoritarian. 
Some of the critics have even raised the question of 
sanity! It is significant that no less a person than the 
President of India has expressed grave concern over 
the serious situation and describe Mr Seshan's 
order as a "danger to parliamentary democracy". Dr 
Shanna is reported to have made Ws observation 
when opposition MPs submitted a memorandum 
urging him to use his good offices to resolve the 
constitutional crisis. 

At least two lessons may be drawn from titis 
complex situaticHi. One, the usual policy of 
dithering and remaining indecisive (for which 
Prime Minister Narasimha Rao is well known) will 
not do; it leads to avoidable crises and creates 
ticklish problems including interpretation of die 
Constitution. Second, it is not safe to give absolute 
powers to any official. Such powers inevitably lead 
to their misuse at one time or other. 'This is precisely 
what has happened. The running battle between the 
Chief Election Commissioner and the 
Government, along with the dismal consequence, 
call for urgent remedial action. An impeachment 
motion against Mr Seshan has been pending in 
Parliament for two years. However, the provision 
in the Constitution for setting up a multi-member 
Election Commission is likely to be made use of at 
this juncture. Awkward situations may arise even 
after such measures are adopted but the occasions 
would be very rare; besides, clashes of personality 
may occur in any branch of the administration. 

The golden remedy is that every participant in the 
task of governance and others in public life 
should act in a fair, democratic, responsible 
manner and not endanger the established 
processes of democracy. 


SPECIAL FEATURE->l. 


Politics of Human Rights 


For centuries, basic human rights 
have been regarded as the very basis of 
civiUsed life in every country and also of 
international organisations. But ironi¬ 
cally, the position in respect of human 
rights, instead of improving as civilisa¬ 
tion advances, has been getting worse. 
The accepted principles of justice and of 
decent treatment to people suspected of 
violating the law have been callously 
thrown to the winds. 

Pimish/nent of persons found guilty 
of crimes is justified, but when it is 
prompted by politics, prejudices, a deep 
sense of revenge or wrong assessments 
often leading to sufferings of the in¬ 
nocent, the conduct is indtfensible. 

HERfiVKR we may look— 
Asia, Africa, China, Russia, 
India, Pakistan, West Asia 
and even the U.S.A., supposed to be 
the most advanced country in the 
world—there are various types of 
torture, murder, shackles and hair- 
raising cruelties and unbelievable 
brutalities. The U.N.-sponsored Vien¬ 
na Conference held in the third week 
of June and attended by 171 nations, 
was the first global meeting on 
human rights in 25 years. Private 
groups hailed it as boasting the cause 
of the oppressed people, women and 
others. 

The exclusion of the Dalai I..ama 
from the opening session of the con¬ 
ference showed that concern for the 
plight of the poor is decided not by 
altruism but by political considera¬ 
tions, which is indeed a pity. In all 
fairness, the rules should be applied 
keeping in view the local conditions, 
especially in developing countries 
such as India. At the Asian countries' 
preparatoiy meeting, held earlier, the 
developing countries asserted that 
the concept of human rights could 
not be separated from the social con¬ 
text. The Vienna Declaration, 
adopted after wars of words, many 
wranglings and strenuous negotia- 
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tions, urges the U.N. General As¬ 
sembly to consider, as a matter of 
priority, establishing a High Com¬ 
missioner for Human Rights for the 
promotion and protection of all 
human rights. 

Vienna Declaration: The con¬ 
ference was not the success it was 
expected to be. Many nations took 
little interest in it; so the impact it 
made on the international com¬ 
munity was very little. For the record, 
however, the Vienna Declaration was 
as impressive as the Universal Decb- 
ration on Human Rights made in 
1948. 

The Declaration urged the U.N. 
and its relevant organisations to 
proclaim a "UN Decade for Human 
Rights" to promote and protect these 
rights and create conditions for their 
full enjoyment by the peoples of the 
world. The Conference recom¬ 
mended that the General Assembly 
should expedite the proposal to es¬ 
tablish a post of High Commissioner 
for Human Rights. The incumbent 
should have the stature and resour¬ 
ces necessary to give effect to the new 
programmes. 

The Declaration calls upon the 
international community to take 
necessary steps to enhance coopera¬ 
tion to combat terrorism. It noted that 
terrorism and its linkage in some 
countries to drug trafficking were 
aimed at the destruction of human 
rights, democracy, territorial in¬ 
tegrity, security of States and des- 
tablising of legitimately constituted 
governments. 

Hie other reference in the Vienna 
Declaration of interest to India per¬ 
tains to the right to self-determina¬ 
tion. Taking into account the 
particular situation of peoples under 
colonial or other forms of alien 
domination or foreign occupation, 
the conference recognised the right of 
peoples to take any legitimate action 
in accordance with the Charter of the 


UN, to realise their inalienable right 
of self-determination. The session 
considered the denial of the right of 
self-determination as a violation of 
human rights and underlined the im¬ 
portance of effective realisation of 
this right. The Declaration states that 
this shall not be construed as 
authorising or encouraging any ac¬ 
tion which would impair the ter¬ 
ritorial integrity or political unity bf 
sovereign and independent States 
conducting themselves in com¬ 
pliance with the principle of equal 
rights and self-determination of 
people and thus possessed of a 
government representing the whole 
people belonging to the territory 
without distinction of any kind. The 
Declaration noted that democracy, 
development and respect for 
human rights and fundamental 
freedoms are interdependent and 
mutually reinforcing. It also reaf¬ 
firmed the right to development as 
an inalienable universal and in¬ 
tegral right. 

The three concerns of India were 
accommodated fully in the Declara¬ 
tion. That self-determination could 
not be used to dismember a nation¬ 
state; linking it to liberation struggle 
within independent States with 
democratic institutions was disap¬ 
proved and rejected. For the first time 
the UN recognised terrorism as the 
greatest enemy of, and obstacle to, 
human rights. India successfully 
thwarted attempts by Pakistan to 
turn the \^enna conference on human 
rights into a "slanging match" be¬ 
tween the two countries over Kash¬ 
mir and assisted in redefining the 
right to self-determination. Mr Atal 
Behari Vajpayee, member of the In¬ 
dian delegation, described the 
human rights meet as a "landmark" 
because for the first time the right to 
self-determination was defined in 
clear terms arid will not be applicable 
only to those who were under "alien 
rule and foreign occupation". 
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India opposes Politics: In n 
realistic and frank statement at the 
conference, the leader of the Indian 
delegation. Dr Manmohan Singh, ad¬ 
mitted that there have been aberra¬ 
tions from democratic norms in this 
country. But the Government has no 
intention of brushing the violations 
under the carpet. The country is keen 
to ensure that brutalisation of society 
does not take place despite grave 
threats to national unity and integra¬ 
tion. Nor should slogans of human 
rights become an instrument in the 
hands of interested parties "to chal¬ 
lenge our political cohesion and ter¬ 
ritorial integrity". 

"Whatever we do as individual 
countries or collectively as members 
of the l/N, the human rights move¬ 
ment must not be politicised, nor 
must it become an instrument for 
creating new barriers against the or¬ 
derly functioning of plural societies." 
Corrective action has to be taken to 
tackle the causes of alienation. Yet 
some divLsive elements project this 
alienation in ethnic, religious and 
secessionist terms. Dr Manmohan 
Singh .said, noting that India has been 
facing the situation with its commit¬ 
ment to demtKracy and territorial in¬ 
tegrity being challenged by extremist 
violence. 

India's response to elements 
within its society who wished to im¬ 
pose their views by force instead of 
by democratic means would remain 
firm, more so when those who aban¬ 
don the path of democratic reasoning 
are aided by intrusive and motivated 
external forces. 

Referring to the legislation for 
creating a national human rights 
commission with autonomous 
monitoring jurisdiction and inde¬ 
pendent status, Dr Singh pointed out 
that India was providing greater ac¬ 
cess to human rights agencies to ob¬ 
serve the situation in the country. 
India stiught the creation of an equi¬ 
librium between the requirements of 
political and civil liberties and rights 
on the one hand and fulfilment of 
socio-economic aspirations of the 
global community, a majority of 
whom belong to the developing 
world, on the other. 

U.S. Principal Culprit: Amnes¬ 


ty International has described the 
U.S. as one of the biggest violators of 
human rights in the global survey of 
161 countries. The forms of torture in 
prisons and use of exce.ssive force by 
police are almost unparalleled. Be¬ 
sides, the U.S. killed 31 prisoners, 
more than in any one single year 
since executions were resumed in 
i^77. Over 2,600 prisoners were 
under sentence of death in 34 States. 
Among those executed was a 17-year 
old youth in violation of internation¬ 
al .standards which prohibit the ex¬ 
ecution of people aged under 18 at 
the time of the crime. At least six 
other prisimers suffering from men¬ 
tal illness, brain damage or mental 
retardation were executed in viola¬ 
tion of UN guidelines. 

Following the notorious case of 
beating of a black motorist in March, 
1991, by the I.os Angeles Police 
Deparment (LAPD) and the Kolts in¬ 
quiry, it became apparent that the 
LAPD was "tolerant" of the use of 
excessive force, including physical 
brutality and unjustified shootings of 
unarmed suspects by patrol officers. 
The death of a prisoner in his cell in a 
cruel and inhuman manner in 
"freedom loving America" is an elo¬ 
quent testimony to the chasm be¬ 
tween preaching safeguard of human 
rights and practising quite the op¬ 
posite and projecting itself as a cham¬ 
pion of human rights. 

At the Vienna Conference the US 
strongly backed the proposal to cre¬ 
ate the post of a UN High Commis¬ 
sioner for Human Rights, knowing 
fully well that the office will not be 
used to police America but only 
Third Word countries. The rest of the 
world's recent retort "Uncle Sam, 
heal thyself" is quite apt. 

U.S. Arms Guilty Nations: 
Authentic report also show that the 
U.S. Government has systematically 
provided military aid to countries 
with poor human rights records. A 
law bars security assistance to 
countries that show a consistent pat¬ 
tern of gross human rights violations. 
"The law has never been applied", 
the report said. The US Government 
cares more about its relationship with 
these countries than about the people 
who are so grossly abused. Among 


such countries are longtime US 
friends such as Israel, Turkey, 
Guatemala and the Philippines. Is¬ 
raeli authorities engage in torture 
and ill-treatment of Palestinians. 
There have been deaths in custody, 
extra judicial killings, unfair trials 
and deportations. In two decades of 
military rule in Guatemala, 
thousands of deaths have resulted 
from flagrant breaches of human 
rights. Arbitrary arrest, torture, dis¬ 
appearance and political killings 
were everyday realities. Torture is 
widespread and systematic in 
Turkey. 

Lessons of Vienna: Concepts of 
human rights differ and there is hard¬ 
ly any country which has a‘perfectly 
clean record in this regard. In¬ 
tolerance of opponents is growing. 
Many nations preach full respect for 
basic rights of individuals but they 
too have been found guilty of gross 
and continuous violations of such 
rights. Dictators as well as leaders of 
democracies have a tainted record in 
this arena. But while dictatorship 
regard human rights as a threat, 
democracies do not, even though 
they find themselves unable to en¬ 
sure full observance of international 
commitments. Western spokesman 
contend that the Asians and Africans 
do not care much about liberties— 
freedom of religion, of the press, 
thought, politics and choices in 
various fields. The resolve against ar¬ 
bitrary actions and authoritarianism 
was reaffirmed at Vienna. 

The Non-government organisa¬ 
tions (NGOs) made their presence 
felt. The general consensus is that the 
gun of terrorists is no solution to the 
excesses committed by the security 
forces. "Violence for violence" must 
not be the philosophy of those who 
want to restructure society on the 
basis of human rights. Governments 
will not change repressive policies on 
their own. It is going to be a long- 
drawn battle. But political bosses 
and other members of the ruling 
establishment should realise that 
those who protest against tyranny 
are not anti-patriotic people but 
dissidents wanting to focus atten¬ 
tion on the plight of the exploited 
masses. 
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Super Cop Wields the Stick 


After a ^wrt break, apparently for a 
reassessment of the fast-cltanging inter¬ 
national situation, the U.S.—now the 
xoorld's sole super power—has started 
threats of using its unmatched might 
against countries vulnerable to arms- 
tmsting. India has lately been among 
the notable victims of the Super Paivers 
tactics (cryogenic engine deal and rejec¬ 
tion of evidence against Pakistan's ter¬ 
rorist tactics). Russia, too, finds itself 
unable to resist U.S. pressure since its 
awn economic survival hinges upon 
generous Western, especially U.S., as¬ 
sistance. 

T he Cold War ended a couple of 
years ago but the habits and 
practices of the U.S. remain un¬ 
changed. The American political 
leaders are hard-headed realists who 
seldom give in to emotional out¬ 
bursts on the streets, cspccietfly those 
which are the result of domestic com¬ 
pulsions. In the present century, 
every apparently moralistic Presi¬ 
dent—from Theodore Roosevelt to 
Woodrow Wilson, Franklin 
Roosevelt to Jimmy Carter, Ronald 
Reagan, George Bush to Mr Bill Clin¬ 
ton—was wholly pragmatic and 
functioned in pursuit of American 
national interests. 

Political analysts warn that India 
will be making a grave error if it bases 
its policy on the assumption that 
American hegemony is a myth. On 
the contrary, it is a harsh reality and 
makes itself felt every now and then. 
It is pointless to deny that the U.S. is 
in a position to influence events in 
India and in the neighbourhood. So 
we need to mould our diplomatic ef¬ 
forts with die fullest care and caution- 


means fair or foul. A defence report 
presented by the then U.S. Defence 
Secretary, Mr Dick Cheney, stated 
that US security interests have been 
threatened by the nuclear and missile 
capability of Third World countries. 
And India was at the top of the list! 

Cloak-and-dagger Policy: We 
may have a close affinity with U.S. 
liberal and democratic political 
thinkers like Mr John Galbraith but 
we do not have to agree with the 
militaristic culture of the U.S. ad¬ 
ministration. Washington has ap¬ 
parently forgotten the methods of 
winning friends and convincing the 
world of its "noble aims" regarding 
the establishment of a New World 
Order. As a former head of the CIA, 
Mr George Bush probably knew that 
the biggest source of lawlessness and 
fear , in the world was his official 
agency whose operations include 
coups against, and assassinations of, 
heads of other governments. The late 
I.F. Stone once suggested that "to 
abolish this cloak-and-dagger agency 
would enhance our US reputation 
and improve world stability". 

In the conceptual hierarchy of 
dominance, hegemony refers to the 
ideological and intellectual sphere. 
Hegemony involves the acquisition 
of power and demands creative im¬ 
agination in the exercise of this 
power to ensnare the victims. Opera¬ 
tionally, it may involve control over 
economy, technology and infor¬ 
matics, but it also involves effective 
control over the cultural values and 
ideas that shape the moral code of a 
society and its policies. 


a -hegemonic power by its ability to 
universalise its mwal code of "na¬ 
tional security". But its spell of world 
predominance started fading out 
within a few months of the Gulf War 
victory. In the face of the continuing 
budget and trade deficits and reces¬ 
sion, even optimistic policy makers 
and commentators co^d not Ignore 
the super power's vulnerablity in the 
critical economic field. It lost the 
competitive race with West Germany 
and Japan. There was the central 
issue posed by the end of the Cold 
War relating to America's own 
coherence as a viable polity. 

The adverse consequences of a 
weak economy for the U.S. leader¬ 
ship role in the world are envious. 
However strong militarily, an 
economically vulnerable America 
cannot retain for long the allegiance 
of its European and Japanese allies 
and command the respect of other 
friends and adversaries. The point re¬ 
quiring special attention is that the 
United States, as we have known it in 
its dominant role in the post-1945 
period, is largely the product of 
prolonged tensions with the 
erstwhile Soviet Union. 

In order to maintain its 
supremacy in various regions, the 
U.S. has been continuing military 
operations in Europe and Africa after 
the end of conflicts in the Far East 
The Super Power had 311,000 troops 
in Europe (the projection for 1996 is 
about 100,000). Relief operations in 
famine-stricken Somalia, started in 
August, 1992; about 4,000 U.S. 
ground troops are still in Somalia. 
Some operations are in progress in 
former Yugoslavia, along with Scan- 
dian troops, as part of a U.N. force in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. There are 
operations focussed on Iraq, the new 
ones relatmg to the enforcement of a 
"no-fly zone" in compliance with a 
U.N. resolution and involving sup- 


Admittedly, the U.S. administra¬ 
tion has a deep-rooted prejudice 
against the Third World and its 
leaders, notably India. It regards 
them as potential enemies whose ac¬ 
quisition of military power and 
capabilities must be checked by all 


In fact, it is the moral legitimacy 
of authority, including its monopoly 
of the ultimate power of coercion 
within its jurisdiction, that distin¬ 
guishes hegemony from other forms 
of dominatioa *1116 U.S. emerged as 
the closest possible approximation of 
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Tackling Unemployment: 
A Fresh Look 


Since the inception of Five Year 
Plans, adequate emphasis have been laid 
on tacklinfi the problem of unemploy¬ 
ment in India. This issue assumes impor 
tance in a country like India where a large 
number of poor people live. Positive cor¬ 
relation between the unemployment and 
incidence of poverty has long been ac¬ 
cepted, but even after decades of economic 
planning, the performance with respect 
to providing adequate employment op 
portunities to the people has been dismal. 
Despite the rhetorics to add "Right to 
Work" in the fundamental rights and 
promises of the Eighth Five Year Plan to 
preande gainful employment to all, full 
employment still remains a pipe-dream. 

Eighth Plan Perspective 

HILE commending the perfor¬ 
mance of development plan¬ 
ning in creating employment 
opportunities, the Eighth Plan diKU- 
ment sheepishly admits that a rela¬ 
tively higher growth of population 
and labour force has lecl to an in¬ 
crease in the volume of unemploy¬ 
ment. The plan places a sharp focus 
on the objective of reducing the un¬ 
employment to the negligible level 
by the year 201)2 A.D. The plan em- 
pnasis on the process of accelerated 
growth of GDP by 5.6 per cent, 
during the plan-period, which in 
turn, is likely to result in higher levels 
of employment. 

At the beginning of the Eighth 
Plan, the total number of un¬ 
employed in the country was es¬ 
timated to be 17 million in addition to 
estimated 6 million underemployed. 
As per the estimates of the planning 
commission, a total number of 58 mil¬ 
lion persons will need employment 
during the Eighth Plan period i.e. be¬ 
tween 1992 to 1997. Over a ten-year 
period ending 2002 AD, this number 
will go up to 94 million. If the am- 
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bitious goal of "employment for all 
upto 2002 AD" is to be achieved the 
aggregate growth of employment has 
U) be around 3 per cent over this 
period. In the past, the annual 
average growth rate of employment 
has been around 2 per cent. 

Bottlenecks 

UPERFICIALLY, the calculation 
in the Eighth Plan dcKument 
seems to be in order. But the socio- 
ec»>nomic fibre of India is replete with 
numerous problems and bottlenecks 
which may obstruct the attainment of 
full employment, as planned. There 
are certain constraints in this field 
which are typical to India. To name a 
few, incidence of unemployment is 
higher in urban areas as compared to 
the rural areas, unemployment rate is 
higher for.women than for men and 
incidence of educated unemploy¬ 
ment is higher. In addition to the 
above, general problems like under¬ 
employment and disguised un¬ 
employment have also assumed 
serious dimensions. 

Agriculture, the largest sector of 
our economy, has shown a declining 
trend towards employment genera¬ 
tion. With increased mechanisation, 
the labour force in the farm sector is 
being replaced rapidly. This sector, 
which accounts for 2/3 of the total 
employment in the economy, is likely 
to release huge workforce with the 
advancement of farm-technology. 

As a matter of serious concern, 
employment elasticity in the in¬ 
dustrial sector is also on the decline. 
Availability of opportunities in cot¬ 
tage and household industries as 
well as the employment generation 
in the organised sector has ex¬ 
perienced a significant slide in the 
recent past. Public sector, which has 
successfully been discharging the so¬ 


cial responsibility of providing 
employment to the stSciety, is also 
reeling under the pressures of exit 
policy, closures and privatisation, 
and is unable to act a catalyst in the 
field of employment generation. 
Even in the private sector the 
employment is virtually stagnant. 

The un-organised and informal 
sector, which provides employment 
to about 90 per cent of the total 
workforce, is totally insecure and is 
invariably devoicl of any social 
security measures for the workforce. 
This factor alone prompts the 
workers to switch the job for saftir 
employment. It also affects their ef¬ 
ficiency and productivity. 

Prospects 

TATISTICALLY, the target of 
providing employment to all, by 
the year 2002 AD, may appears to be 
facile but the bottlenecks listed above 
may take their toll. The Eighth Plan 
calculations suffer from the basic 
flaw in as much as these hardly take 
into account the problems of under¬ 
employment and disguised un¬ 
employment. Due consideration, 
therefore, needs to be given to the 
labour force which is likely to be 
released from the clutches of dis¬ 
guised and under-employment 

To effectively tap the potential of 
employment in the rural areas special 
attention needs to be paid in increas¬ 
ing the cropping intensity in the 
regions lagging behind in agricul¬ 
tural output By extending adequate 
facilities of irrigation and by provid¬ 
ing technologically advanced inputs, 
resultant shift towards cash crops 
may allure more and more number of 
unemployed to.«eek more oppor¬ 
tunities in agriculture sector. Allied 
activities, in the primary sector like 
animal husbandly anc| regeneration 







of natural resources (land and 
forests), offer tremendous potential 
for gainfully absorbing a huge num¬ 
ber of uiremployed. 

Further, it is estimated that one- 
fifth of the rural workforce is 
engaged in non-agriculture sectors. 
This area is particularly important to 
provide a second line of employment 
to the workforce in this sector— 
released by the agriculture as a result 
of technological and organisational 
changes. The growing mechanisation 
of the rural economy also offers a 
good scope for service industry in the 
rural areas. Other activities like 
manufacturing, construction, 
transport, trade, etc, are also the 
potential areas of high growth of 
employment. The rural non-agricul¬ 
ture sector, if provided adequate or¬ 
ganisational and credit facilities, may 
also result in reducing pre.ssure on 
agriculture on the one hand and pro¬ 
vide rapidly expanding scope of 
employment on the other. 

The performance of industrial 
sector is also not commensurate with 
the potential this sector has. In this 
regard, the role of small scale in¬ 
dustries, which provides four-fifth of 
the total employment in the manufac¬ 
turing sector, is very crucial. The 
latest trends of increased out-put and 
exports in this sector augur well for 
future. A slight re-orientation in the 
Government policies to provide ad¬ 
ditional support to this sector will go 
a long way in mobilising mure open¬ 
ings. The small units must also be 
allowed to grow in smaller towns to 
assist the needy unemployed to find 
employment opportunities at their 
doorstep. As technological advan¬ 
cement and shrinking markets for 
the products manufactures by this 
sector have resulted in decline in 
the growth rate of this sector. If 
nursed properly, this area offers 
vast potential for employment 
generation. 

Thinning exercise by a large 
number of medium and large scale 
industries, in general, and virtual 
stagnation in employment genera¬ 
tion by the Public Sector, in par¬ 
ticular, are responsible for poor 
performance of w industrial sector 


in this, field. Privatisation of, the 
Public Sector may further exasperate 
the murky employment scenario in 
the industrial sector. 

Other sectors like services, con¬ 
struction, trade, self-employment etc 
need renewed emphasis and public 
support. Lack of credit, raw material 
and marketing linkages have been 
recognised as the major stumbling 
blocl» in the growth of these sectors. 
It is, therefore, imperative that the 
employment angle is given due im¬ 
portance and weightage in govern¬ 
ment policies for these sectors. 

It is .sad that an economy like 
ours, which is so richly endowed 
with human resources, has not been 
able to adopt appropriate tech¬ 
nologies to ensure employment op¬ 
portunities to the entire work-force. It 
is high time that we realise, that most 
of our political and socio-economic 
problems like poverty, terrorism, 
frustration, etc are directly related to 
the basic problem of providing ap¬ 
propriate employment to each in¬ 
dividual. 

Half-hearted Efforts 

T hough employment generation 
has been high on the agenda of 
our plans yet the outcome has dot 
been very encouraging despite 
several employment programmes 
launched in urban as well as rural 
areas from time to time. Latest in this 
series are the integrated schemes of 
Jawahar Rozgar Yojna (jRY) for the 
rural wage employment and Neliru 
Rozgar Yojana (NRY) for the wage 
emmoyment in the urban areas. In 
addition, the government has also 
laid specific emphasis on providing 
self-employment after training the 
poor rural youth under TRYSEM 
(Training Rural Youth for Self 
Employment). 

Other schemes aimed at provid¬ 
ing assistance for .self-employment 
are Self-Emplo 3 micnt Programme for 
Urban Poor (SEPUP) and Self- 
Employment for Educated Un¬ 
employed Youth (SEEUY). In addi¬ 
tion, there are a host of area-specific 
schemes aimed at self-employment 
as well as at providing wage-employ¬ 
ment. Unfortunately, results of most 
of these khemes are not eiKourag- 


ing. Age-old preference for Govern-. 
ment jobs, which still remains un¬ 
changed, has exposed the typical and 
insecure nature of jobs offered by Hfe 
un-organised sector. The urgmtnei^ 
is to have a comprehensive i^ista- 
tion aimed at removing the insecurity 
of the work-force engaged in the un¬ 
organised sector. 

Future Strategy 

AIN and distinct feahires of un¬ 
employment in India are, thus, 
under-employment, disguised un- . 
employment, rural unemployment 
and white collared unemployment. 
The future strategy has to aim at tack- 
ling these areas effectively to achieve 
the target of near-full employment by 
the turn of the century. Advancement 
of technology in the fields of 
electronics, high-tech industries and 
engineering sector is inevitable and is 
likely to displace huge workforce in 
the years to come. But, there are other 
sectors like textiles, services, con¬ 
struction, trade, etc in which both 
capital-intensive as well as labour-in¬ 
tensive technologies are available. 
Whereas it is admitted that produc¬ 
tivity and quality of products 
manufactured or services rendered 
by the capital-intensive technology 
are bound to be superior, even fiien, 
considering the typical problem of 
unemployment in our country, it may 
be better to compromi.se, to certain 
extent, on quality and productivity, at 
least for the products to be sold 
within the country. Incentive scheme 
need to be evolved to encourage the 
use of labour-intensive technologies. 
Government and non-government 
agencies, involved in research and 
development, need to be asked to in¬ 
vent such labour-intensive tech¬ 
nologies for most of the sectors as 
may not result in compromise over 
quality and productivity in the long i 
run. 

The need is to have active 
Government support to supplement 
the actions of economic forces in 
generating employment oppor- 
tunitie.s. It may not be a wiser and 
fruitful policy to wait for the higher 
growth rate to generate employment 
in the economy. Some stimulus, to 
such a policy is not only desirable but 
is a must.. 
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Political Corruption 
High and Low 


Reports and rumours of graft and 
corruption have lately increased beyond 
measure, confirming the belief that the 
menace is increasing in both scope and 
depth. It is in fact as widespread as pover¬ 
ty. Both are sapping the moral and social 
foundations of society. As Mrs Indira 
Gandhi said, corruption has always been 
a global phenomenon. 

There seems to be little doubt that 
corruption finances politics, and the link 
between them tends to become permanmt 
as time (msses. The Joint Parliamentary 
Committee (fPC) enquiring into the 
securities scam, together with the series 
of enquiry commissions, luiw listed a 
scries of misdeeds committed at high 
political and ailministrative levels. 

DURING recent 
months, news about 
political corruption 
have poured in from 
Britain, Italy, Swit¬ 
zerland, the Asian 
region, Japan, Latin 
America, Africa and West Asia. In 
India the multi-crore securities scam, 
for which Mr Harshad Mehta and his 
associates are mainly re.sponsib]e, 
has both economic and political 
dimensions which have assumed 
frightening dimensions. 

The dismal episode, reportedly 
involving bureaucrats, senior bank 
officials and politicians of various 
categories, point to the flaws in our 
electoral system in which political 
parties use tainted money for per¬ 
sonal gains. It has brought to light the 
unsavoury transactions at many 
levels, national as well as foreign. 

Corruption has social, economic 
and political dimensions. A notable 
factor is that, just as political parties 



are indispensable for a democracy, 
cash donations have become indis¬ 
pensable for political parties. 
Moreover, corruption has no essen¬ 
tial link with economic development. 
Many of the biggest political corrup¬ 
tion scandals have been reported 
from developed countries. 

Grabbing Instinct 

MAN everywhere 
is instinctively a 
grabber; he is ever 
on the lookout for 
opportunities to 
make acquisitions. 
This instinct grows 
fast when the climate for dishonesty 
and under-the-table dealings is 
favourable, as in India today. 

Corruption is as old as civilisa¬ 
tion itself. The historians affirm that 
Chanakya (Machiaveili of India) and 
the Arthashastra (regarded as the 
manual of government in the times of 
the Mauryas) mention 40 ways of em¬ 
bezzling government property. Ap¬ 
parently, corruption was prevalent 
even in those times. The evil was also 
fairly common during Moghul rule, 
the days of the East India Company 
and under British rule. But the extent 
of bribery then was a fraction of what 
it is today. 

Fully aware of the position, 
Jawaharlal Nehru said we have be¬ 
come so used to corrupt ways that we 
now accept them as a normal, recog¬ 
nised way of life. This indicate a 
coarsening of the public conscience. 
Many years later, Mr Rajiv Gandhi 
conceded that in India the real prob¬ 
lem is the massive corruption at the 
bottom. At the top only a few people 
are involved in this practice, about 



which most people in India com¬ 
plain, but at the bottom there are mil¬ 
lions of jjeople spread out through 
the villages. This makes it harder to 
control the menace. 

A former Governor of J & K who 
has been one of the country's out¬ 
standing bureaucrats, said that cor¬ 
ruption had spread to every part of 
the governmental apparatu.s. A large 
number of Ministers and other 
politicians are corrupt; some of them 
are habitually* so and seem to be in¬ 
corrigible. 

It is a strange irony that political 
corruption has vastly increased with 
the progress of democracy. There 
seems to be a permanent, ever-lasting 
link between politics and money 
under democratic systems. This has 
inevitably led to scandals of varying 
magnitude. Several Indian 
businessmen and industrialists have, 
after long and bitter experience, come 
to the conclusion that bribes, com¬ 
missions and gifts of various types, 
openly or furtively given, do keep the 
files moving in government and 
other offices. The participants in such 
deals even claim that palm greasing 
facilitates the movement of wheels of 
economic and even political 
progress. 

The kickbacks quantum, like the 
fixed percentages of amounts 
generally paid to Superintending En¬ 
gineers, Executive Engineers, SE)Os 
and Overseers of the PWD, Court 
Readers, etc. are well known, and 
have even been standardised. 
Having become nutomatic, these are 
regarded as part of the overall costs 
of projects and are duly taken into 
account. 


I 
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Scandals in Europe 

BRITAIN: A case of 
blatant political cor¬ 
ruption has come to 
light in Britain, the 
main culprit being 
Asil Nadir, a busi¬ 
ness ' tycoon, who 
has shifted to northern Cyprus and 
established an empire Hiere. The af¬ 
fair acquired a foreign dimension 
when a British Minister accused the 
country's secret intelligence service 
of plotting to bring down the tycoon. 
The case has highlighted the fact that 
rich businessmen seek to influence a 
government through political dona¬ 
tions to the ruling party. Mr Nadir 
has threatened further disclosures 
which he claims would.be as devas¬ 
tating as the Watergate Scandal. He 
has already disclosed enough to 
provoke demands for reforms in 
fund collection methods adopted by 
political parties. 

Fresh press reports have named a 
second fugitive tycoon as a -substan¬ 
tial secret donor of funds to the Con¬ 
servative Party. American, Asian, 
Greek and Hong Kong-based 
Chinese millionaires hgure in a list of 
donors that would embarrass them 
as well as the Conservatives. The 
party chairman said it would return 
Mr Nadir's donations provided the 
money was found to have been stolen 
by him from his shareholders. It has 
since been disclosed that he used to 
be frequent visitor to 10 Downing 
Street and had received (in 1987) a 
letter from the then Prime Minister 
thanking him for the contribution 
and generous support that "helped to 
ensure our decisive victory". 

The British press, including the 
pro-Tory segment, has taken a strong 
stand against political corruption 
highlighted by die Nadir case. The 
"Sunday Times" says it is the tip of 
the iceberg. Mr Michael Mates, 
Northern Ireland Miruster, who gave 
a wrist watch to Mr Nadir with a 
flattering inscription, had to quit in 
the wake of the scandal which 



provoked a debate on Conservative 
Party funding and political morality. 
The Tory leaders campaign for an 
open government policy but protect 
the privacy of big donors. 

A parliamentary select commit¬ 
tee is examining the Conservative 
Party funds collection. However, no 
Conservative leader has supported a 
basic change in the democratic sys¬ 
tem that depends on big business, 
foreign donors and dieir secret con¬ 
tributions for filling up die party cof¬ 
fers before every election. But Labour 
wants the secrecy about political 
donations to end and is seeking a ban 
on such donations from foreign na¬ 
tionals. 

Political Corruption in Asia 



A close look at the 




functioning of cer- 




tain Asian countries 




reveals a disconcert- 




ing picture, indicat¬ 
ing corruption on a 
much larger scale 
than in India—^a poor country where 
such dealings are of smaller dimen¬ 
sions. 

China recently disclosed a bank 
scam of $ 10 billion (Rs 32,000 crore). 
In Japan "money politics" is com¬ 
mon, the Recruit Cosmos Scandal 
claimed one Prime Minister (Mr 
Takeshita). In 1976 there was the 
Lockheed affair. The Shin Kanemaru 
affair is indirectly responsible for the 
latest case in the summer of 1993— 
the collapse of Mr Miyazawa's 
Government. The basic factor 
responsible for his exit was the 
generalised corruption in high places 
and, in particular, its impact on elec¬ 
toral politics. Mr Kanemaru, former 
leader of the Liberal Democratic 
Party, was once regarded as one of 
Japan's most powerful politicians, 
was accused of channelling illegal 
donations and bribes into his private 
accounts. The Liberal Democratic 
Party, which has been in power for 
two decades, has been rqieatedly ac¬ 
cused of corruption. Indonesia's 
Madam Suharto has often been called 


rg 


"Madam 10 per cent". Thailand's 
military rulers have long been 
notorious for corruption. ITte last 
South Korean military ruler. Genera) 
Chun, admitted his acts of corrup¬ 
tion. Pakistan is also known for 
political and other corruption. 
During Ms Benazir Bhutto's shenrt 
regime, her husband came to be 
known as "Mr 10 per cent" because of 
the large pay-offs and commissions 
he was believed to be taking. 

Outside Asia, Italy has turned 
out to be country where almost all 
top politicians have been accepting 
bribes from top companies. Most 
other countries also concede the 
prevalence of corrupt practices. 

Scandals in India 

IT would be useful 
to recall some of the 
episodes linked 
with corruption of 
public life in recent 
years. 

On April 3, 
1946, Mahatma Gandhi censured a 
highly respected Congressman, T. 
Prakasam, in these stinging words: 
"You have been instrumental, how¬ 
ever, unwillingly, in corrupting 
public life." Mr Prakasam was asked 
to "make a clean breast of all your 
affairs and produce an accurate ac- . 
count of your doings". A little later he ' 
asked Prakasam to retire from public 
life. The fact was that, reduced to 
poverty because of his jail terms, he 
had accepted a purse of over Rs 
50,000 for his personal use. 

In 1958 T.T. Krishnamachari 
(TTK) had to resign as Union Finance 
Minister because die Chagla Com¬ 
mission held that "constitutionally 
the responsibility is that of the Mini¬ 
ster when on his directions the Prin¬ 
cipal Finance Secretary got the liC to 
buy shares in Mr Haridas Mundhra's 
companies. The principle of mini¬ 
sterial responsibility was clearly af¬ 
firmed in the Chagla report. 

In 1963, Mr K.D. Malaviya, 
Union Minister for Mines and Fuel, - 
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had to resign from the Cabinet fol¬ 
lowing an inquiry by a Judge of the 
Supreme Court, Mr Justice S.K. Das. 
■ It was triggered off by a disclosure in 
the press that, following tax raids on 
the premises of a firm operating in 
Orissa, the authorities discovered 
entries in account books showing 
payments and gifts to some Central 
Ministers. 

Sardar Partap Singh Kairon 
resigned as Chief Minister of Punjab 
in 1964 following the publication of 
the Das Commission's report on the 
charges levelled by some persons. 
The Commission found that Mr 
Kairon's sons had exploited their 
father's position to amass wealth and 
secure official favours. Mr Kairon's 
moral responsibility in the dealings 
was affirmed. Facing charges of cor¬ 
ruption, he resigned. 

Bakshi Chulam Mohammed's 
misdeeds belonged to the same 
genre. He abused his office as ^ief 
Minister of J & K to pressurise people 
to favour his family concerns. The 
Venkatarama Aiyar Commission 
found that a Bihar Minister, Mahe.sh 
Prasad Sinha, had accepted bribes 
totalling Rs 1,75,000 from a contrac¬ 
tor on two occasions. On the second 
he rejected the packet containing Rs 
50,000 but relented when Rs 25,000 
was added. Chief Minister K.B. 
Sahay was indicted for favouring his 
sons in respect of leases and licences, 
and for favouring certain firms with 
lucrative contracts. 

Orissa's Chief Minister Dr 
Harekrushna Mahtab was indicted 
by the Sarjoo Prasad Commission for 
granting a 20 per cent remission to 
'Tendu leaf contractors in payment of 
their dues to the State. 

In the Bofors scandal the kick- 
backs totalled Rs 64 crore. Mr S. 
Gurumurthy's detailed calculations 
take the figure to Rs 160 crore. In the 
HDW scandal the Indian agent was 
to get Rs .30 crore. In the ONGC scan¬ 
dal the Jyotsna Flolding Ltd., owned 
by the wife and mother-in-law of Mr 
Lalit Suri, got Rs 6.35 crore from 


Sumitomo Corporation as kickbacks 
for two contracts awarded by ONGC. 
In the Balram Jakhar Fodder scandal 
customs duty amounting to Rs 3.5 
crore was waived on his "false repre¬ 
sentations" to earn a potential profit 
of Rs 3.5 crore. The Westland 
helicopters scandal involved crores. 

The Harshad Mehta security 
scam is the latest in the long series. In 
the general climate of dishonesty and 
under-the-table dealings involving 
large .sums of money, it is not going to 
be the last. Apparently, allegations of 
corruption and other irregularities 
have greater credibility than denials, 
even those coming from high and 
reliable sources. Some other notable 
cases of a similar nature were the fol¬ 
lowing: 

Jeep Scandal Case: It involved 
Rs 216 crore, when the country's first 
High Commissioner to U.K., Krishna 
Menon, signed a contract on behalf of 
the Government. He refused to face 
an inquiry. 

Nagarwala Mystery: On May 24, 
1971 V.P. Malhotra, Chief Cashier, 
State Bank of India, New Delhi, 
received a telephone call purportedly 
from the P.M.'s Office, asking him to 
make available Rs 60 lakh from the 
bank which was required for a top 
secret Bangladesh mission. After a 
pause, the voice of Mrs Indira Gandhi 
was on the line directing Malhotra to 
hand over the amount to somebody 
who would approach him with a 
code word. The person was Rustom 
Sohrab Nagarwala who asked Mal¬ 
hotra to drive straight to the PM's 
house and obtain a voucher for the 
amount. Nagarwala took the box 
containing the money and fled. He 
was sentenced to four years' rigorous 
imprisonment after he confessed to 
the crime. 

Antulay case: During 1980-82 
Chief Minister of Maharashtra, A.R. 
Antulay, was accused of raising 
funds by charging fees for granting 
licences for sugar, cement and in¬ 
dustrial alcohol and charged of ex¬ 
torting crores of rupees fron\ 


businessmen and traders for the 
trusts founded by him. He had to 
resign following an adverse court 
verdict. 

R.K. Hegde affair: A commission 
of inquiry headed by a Supreme 
Court Judge, set up in 1989, inquired 
into irregularities in the allotment of 
110 acres of land in Bangalore by the 
Bangalore Development Authority to 
non-resident Indians and the sale of 
22,622 sq metres of land In Mysore to 
a private builder during Mr Ramak- 
rishna Hegde's Chief Ministership. 
The commission indicted Mr Hegde 
in its report. 

Czech Pistol Deal: The CBI 
registered a criminal case against 
former Mini.ster of State for Internal 
Security, Mr Arun Nehru, in April, 
1989, for causing a loss of Rs 22 crore 
in the 9 mm Czech pistol deal. The 
case remains uhresolved. 

Fodder Scandal: Former Lok 
Sabha Speaker Balram Jakhar was ac¬ 
cused of promoting the interests of a 
foreigner friend, Mr Brady, by waiv¬ 
ing import duty in return for 50 fod¬ 
der-making machines. Mr Jakhar's 
outfit, the Bharat Krishak Samaj, al¬ 
legedly played a dubious role in a 
deal that relieved the Indian public of 
Rs 3.6 crore in taxes and over Ife 3.5 
crore in foreign exchange. 

H.W.D. deal: The Indian 
Government purchased two sub¬ 
marines from a West German com¬ 
pany under a contract signed in 1981. 
A seven per cent commission work¬ 
ing out to Rs 30 crore was paid to the 
Indian agents of HWD under an 
agreement. 

Airbus A-320 deal: In April 1990 
CBI filed an FIR against senior offi¬ 
cials of the Union Civil Aviation Min¬ 
istry and Indian Airlines for the hasty 
purchase of 31 A-320 aircraft. The of¬ 
ficials were accused of bribery and 
corruption in negotiating the pur¬ 
chase which amounted to Rs 2^00 
crore. 

Bofors pay off: The National 
Swedish Radio, on April 16, 1987, 
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charged that payments worth 33 mil* 
lion Swedish kroner (about Rs 6.5 
crore) had been made to an Indian 
source in respect of a deal worth$ 1.6 
billion for ihe supply of Swedish 
Bofors 155 m Howitzer guns. 

A former Prime Minister of 
India admitted recently that ample 
funds are needed to fight elections 
and whom else could he approach 
but businessmen and in¬ 
dustrialists? 

In this connection, it would be 
relevant to quote a part of the no-con¬ 
fidence motion against the Narasini- 
ha Rao Ministry moved in the Lok 
Sablxa by Mr Ajoy Mukhopadhyaya 
of the CPM on the opening (July 26) 
day of this year's monsoon session of 
Parliament. The motion, which was 
rejected by the Lok Sabha on July 28 
by 265 votes to 251, held the Central 
Government responsible for the "all- 
pervading corruption even at the 
highest levels which has damaged 
the image of the country, the multi- 
crore securities scam and the scan¬ 
dals relating to disinvestment of the 
public sector unit shares which have 
resulted in loss of the people's faith in 
the administration". According to the 
Communist M P., the shares of public 
sector units were "sold for a song". 

Another CPM leader, Mr Som- 
nath Chatterjee, contended (after the 
vote on the no-confidence motion) 
that the main charge of corruption 
against the Congress had been vindi¬ 
cated. Some other opposition MPs 
also said in a statement that the 
Narasimlia Rao regime had "suffered 
a political and moral defeat by 
nnanaging to cling on by resorting to 
shameless use of money power and 
horse-trading. The battered Govern¬ 
ment, it was further contended, "had 
lost all credibility". 

It was also pointed out that the 
Prime Minister, in his reply to the 
three-day debate on the motion, had 
not uttered a single word about the 
major issues such as the corruption 
charge made against him by share 
broker Harshad Mehta and the 


Bofors gun issue. The conclusion 
being drawn by those who stand 
committed to ^e determination to 
solve the mystery and eliminate the 
menace of pay-offe and commissions 
for all time is that the ruling party 
must be keeping some secrets close to 
its chest, and also that some of its 
own men are involved in the scandal. 

The issue of corruption has been 
very much before Parliament and the 
country. In fact, an MP belonging to 
the AIADMK, supporting the no- 
confidence motion, contended that 
removal of the Narasimha Rao 
Government could save the people 
from the "rampant corruption" since 
the regime had become notorious for 
this and other unsavoury transac¬ 
tions. 

Corraption in Judiciary 

THE judiciary is 
supposed to be an 
effective guardian 
of the rights and in¬ 
terests of the 
people, but there is 
a growing belief 
that the Indian judicial system is be¬ 
coming tainted with corruption and 
similar malpractices. It is indeed un¬ 
fortunate that there should be 
doubts about the moral and ethical 
standards of some judges. Many 
people tend to believe that the al¬ 
legations against some of the judges 
of the High Courts and even the 
Supreme Court are not entirely 
baseless. Some time ago there were 
allegations against two judges of 
the Bombay High Court; following 
these the cases they were hearing 
were transferred to other judges. 

The brazen manner in which the 
judicial process was subverted in 
some cases, presumably to serve 
political aims, shocked the country. It 
appeared as if the judiciary had be¬ 
come a handmaiden of some top 
political leaders. The guilty judges in 
certain cases are a symptom of the 
deeper malaise that has lately af¬ 
fected the Indian judiciary. It would 
be too simplistic to say ^at merely 
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weeding out the black slraep would. 
solve dre problem. After all these are • 
not mere aberrations but are charac- . 
teristic of the rot that has apparently 
been institutionalised in the judiciary. 
From appointments to promotions to 
day-to-day functioning of judicial of- ; 
ficers, nothing seems to be above 
board. Judicial appointments, it is 
believed, are made on considerations ^ 
other than merit, social commitment f 
and personal integrity. Wrong 
choices at certain levels, made on ex¬ 
traneous considerations, often lead to 
undesirable consequences, unethical 
and unjust. 

An eminent jurist recently sug¬ 
gested tire convening of a conference 
of all justices of the High Courts 
which should consider the problem 
of corruption at various levels a^ 
other forms of misconduct which 
have cumulatively eroded judicial 
probity to a large extent. 


Elections Factor 

« 7 PERHAPS the 

major cause of 
political corrup¬ 
tion is the highly 
expensive elections 
prevailing in the 
country. TTiere are 
542 elected members of the Lok 
Sabha; almost everyone of them has 
found it necessary to spend Rs 20 to 
50 lakhs, possibly more, to win a seat. 
They all need large sums of money 
to conduct their election cam¬ 
paigns. Even the Prime Minister 
needs ample funds to fight elec¬ 
tions. For this purpose all the 
politicians seeking elections solicit 
funds from industrialists, 
businessmen, traders, contractors 
and all those who stand to benefit 
from governmental decisions. 


Similarly, there ate nearly 4000 
members of State Assemblies who 
also need funds to finance their elec¬ 
tion campaigits. The total expendi¬ 
ture which the politicians have to 
incur on elections, held every five 
years (earlier whenever mid-term 
polls are held to tide over crises) runs 
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into crores. 

The Harshad Mehta episode 
has highlighted the dependence of 
political parties on cash donations 
(most of such donated money is 
black money) which have distorted 
our economic and political systems. 
No party can claim to be above 
board in this regard and to be de¬ 
pendent only on its resources (such 
as reserves and members' sub.scrip- 
tions). 

Anti-Corruption Drive: 

A promise to 
eliminate corrup¬ 
tion is readily made 
by most of the 
political parties at 
election time. It is a 
different matter that 
this promise, like many others, is 
never implemented and is .soon for¬ 
gotten. Years ago Mr Rajiv Clandhi 
gave firm assurances in this regard 
and assured a clean administration 
free of such taints. As a result he was 
described by many members of his 
own party, the Congress, as "Mr 
Clean". His successor, Mr V.P. Singh 
: gave even more alluring promises 
• to end corruption and get those 
guilty in the Bofors gun case ade¬ 
quately punished. He promised to 
solve the Bofors scandal within six 
months but even in 15 months he 
could not do so. The Bofors riddle 
remains unsolved even today. Mr 
P.V. Narasimha Rao also made the 
same pledge, though he did not 
sound very convincing. Political 
corruption shows no sign of ending; 
in fact, it has vastly increased all 
over the country. 

Realising that emphasis on this 
issue would yield electoral gains, the 
BJP's new President, Mr L.K. Advani, 
has announced that eradicating cor¬ 
ruption and cleansing the country's 
political and public life were high on 
the parly's agenda. It is proud to be¬ 
come the "principal crusader against 
corruption". 


Poll Plank 



Pointing out that the roots of ad¬ 
ministrative corruption lay in politi¬ 
cal corruption, Mr Advani said that 
the BJP believed in a decentralised 
economy; a centralised system was 
always more susceptible to corrup¬ 
tion. It suits the corrupt politician, the 
dishonest bureaucrat and the power 
brokers immensely. 


Possible Remedies 

UNFORTUNATELY, 
an effective remedy 
for political corrup¬ 
tion has not been 
found in any country, 
though the existence 
of this menace is 
widely recognised. In fact the vast 
humanity has admitted its 
prevalence at many levels, high and 
low, and is learning to live with it. 
Undeniably, the magnitude of cor¬ 
ruption is much larger than the num¬ 
ber of cases that come to light. 



A recent report of the Lok Ayukta 
and Up-Lok Ayukta of Maharashtra 
stated that several people send 
anonymous complaints fearing that 
they would be subjected to vendetta 
if they revealed their names. Many 
such anonymous complaints are 
found on inquiry to be genuine. Some 
people withdraw cases out of fear for 
life. The Government must take an 
initiative in this regard. The political 
class will do well to set a proper ex¬ 
ample but this class itself is so deeply 
in the grip of the menace that it just 
confront afford to make significant 
disclosures. 

Since the continuing lack of ac¬ 
countability is an obvious cause of 
this evil, adequate efforts are called 
for to fill this lacuna. Then there is the 
question of kickbacks and pay-offe. 
The large-scale elimination of con¬ 
trols and licences has helped to end 
numerous channels of corruption but 
many opportunities for bribery still 
exist. The kickbacks in the licensing 
and approvals process has formed a 
vital part of the Indian economy for 
the past few decades. They flow from 
the kickbacks involved in providing 
business to contractors, requirement 


to obtain clearance from the Centre, 
State levels and municipal 
authorities, and from the enormous 
purchasing power of these 
authorities. It would be best to drasti¬ 
cally reduce the role of the govern¬ 
ment in economic decision-making. 
The less there is of governmental 
regulation, the better tom the view¬ 
point of an economy characterised by 
honesty and fairplay. Economic 
reforms may ultimately turn out to be 
one of the best correctives in this 
arena of graft. 

Two initial taints on the Indian 
political system, in respect of which 
most legislators and several Mini¬ 
sters arc guilty, should be removed. 
One, all members of the Lok Sabha 
are required to declare that they have 
not spent more than Rs 150,000 on 
their election campaign, apart from 
the amount spent by the party. Is 
there any member of the Lok Sabha 
who has made an honest declaration 
as regards the expenditure on his 
own election? Why not make the 
sanctioned levels realistic? 

Second, all members of the Rajya 
Sabha have to declare that they or¬ 
dinarily reside in the State from 
which ^ey get elected. Many mem¬ 
bers of the upper House make a false 
declaration in this respect. Finance 
Minister Manmohan Singh had to 
make an untrue declaration that he 
"ordinarily resides in Assam". 
Several others are guilty of making 
similar false declarations. 

Honesty in public life has be¬ 
come a rare phenomenon. It has been 
replaced by hypocrisy. We have 
begun to worship, or at any rate, ac¬ 
cord the highest priority to wealth 
and political power. Few people 
bother about rectitude, and the social 
good. The pillars of the nation are 
collapsing right before our eyes, 
mostly because of the corrupt ways 
adopted by the people to achieve 
political and other objectives. As long 
as all men and women in public do 
not have a clear conscience, it is futile 
to hope for an early end to political 
and other types of comiptiem. 
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Clean Politics: 
A Contradiction 


\ 


"I favour politics as practical 
morality, as service to the truth." 

—^Vaclav Havel 

The politics of business is often 
deadlier than the business of 
politics. Those times are long past 
when even a "lamp post" could be 
elected on a call by Mahatma 
Gandhi or when politics repre¬ 
sented the essence of credibility as 
well as morality. The practical 
aspect of politics, in a democracy, 
are woefully woven in Ihe'web of 
gimmicks, populist pronounce¬ 
ments and petty politicking, be¬ 
sides the excessive use of money, 
muscle and mafia power. TIius, 
recourse to dubious means, to 
achieve the "ends of politics", be¬ 
comes the very negation of clean or 
candid politics. What we find 
around in our polity is the sinister 
drama of intrigue and insinuations 
in the name of politics. 

Indian nation is apathetic about 
honesty in public life and has scant 
regard for truth, resulting in an un¬ 
acceptably large number of 
swindlers and criminals becoming 
active in the field of politics. The 
very mention of the expression 
'clean politics' evokes derision and 
cynicism. 

Palace politics—^the politics of 
plots and intrigues, of whisper 
campaigns, rumours and knowing 
nods, the politics of manipulation 
of individuals, lobbies and factions 


through bribery or inducements, 
the practice of subterfuge and 
sleights-of-hand and the game of 
skulduggery, perfidy and outright 
betrayal—now occupy a dis¬ 
proportionately important place 
within normal, routine politics. 
And such a sorry state of affairs 
leads to the inevitable conclusion: 
clean politics is a contradictory 
term. 

When politics is divorced from 
morality, it is an open invitation to 
the crude cult of 'might is right'. 
When tliat happens, politics does 
not remain a pursuit of many pos¬ 
sibilities but becomes an all powe- 
ful passion to grab as much, as is 
possible, within the shortest span 
of time. Gone is the golden era 
when Gandhiji used to lay em¬ 
phasis on the purity of means as 
much as on the excellence of ends. 
Of late the apple-cart of politics has 
been turned upside down and 
twisted b) such a state of deformity 
that all those who talk of pristine 
principles and selfless-services, as 
tlie guiding goals of politics, are 
dubbed 'lazy, hazy and crazy 
fellows', out of tune and temper 
with the practical parameters of 
everyday politics. Instead of keep¬ 
ing the perceptions of politics con¬ 
fined to ideas, issues or institutions, 
the contents of politics today are 
fast converging on employment of 
machinations and manoeuvres of 
all hues and hypes. 


Politics has acquired so many . 
new meanings now, that its original 
personality has undergone a com- ' 
plete metamorphosis. Now we look 
upon unclean politics as real 
politicking in which fair is foul and 
vice versa. :• 

Todays politics has been cor- ‘ 
rupted by violence and venality, 
populism and public apathy, be¬ 
sides a horde of other perverting 
agents. "Poli tics is the last refuge of 
a scoundrel"; this sentence aptly 
brings out the validity of the asser¬ 
tion that it is invariably unclean 
and unethical. It is no longer a 
source of self-less service but an un¬ 
bridled ambition for self-promo¬ 
tion and a tool to out-smart the 
rivals witi\ an unabashed use of lies 
and half-truths. If tile perpetuation 
of self-interest so demands, all be¬ 
comes fair as in love and war. 

A suigical operation is the need 
of the hour so that the concept of 
politics, which has come under a 
cloud, gets back some of its lost 
shine. Public outrage at political 
immorality should become a ^ 
natural faU-out and the re-estab-,. 
lishment of a moral code and a faith 
in the veracity of clean politics, the 
compulsive cry of all. : 

Thomas Jefferson, former Presi- : 
dent of USA, had rightly said; "No .-i 
man will ever bring out of the .rf 
presidency the reputation which 
carries him into it. Politics is such a 
torment that I would advise ,r 
everyone I love not to mix with it" 
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Civil Services (Main) Special: 
Solved Questions on General 
Studies 


In keeping with demand of our various readers we have 
decided to start this newfeature. In this feature we will be giving 
answers to selected questions front previous years'papers as also 
some model questions covering topics which the editorial board 
feels might be useful for success in the forthcoming mains 
examination. 

This feature will not only give you the idea to the type of 
questions asked, but will also give you additional reading 
material to prepare for the examination. 

Readers arc welcome to send us the topics/questions which 
they toould like to be covered in this feature. Wc will try to 
incorporate as many valid requests as possible. 

Q. 1. Briefly mention why and how the chapter on 
Directive Principles gained precedence over the chapter 
on Fundamental Rights in the Indian Constitution. 

(About 250 tvords). 

(Civil Services (Main) 1987) 

Ans. Arlicio 37 of the Indian Constitution states that 
it shall be the duty of the State to apply the directive 
principles in framing laws, though these pious principles 
are not enforceable through courts. Hence legally, the 
fundamental rights may prevail over the directive prin¬ 
ciples but the latter have much wider connotations. Two 
major attempts were made to provide precedence to the 
directive principles over the fundamental rights when 
firstly in 1971 Article 31C was introduced in the Constitu¬ 
tion, which was later strengthened by 42nd Amendment. 
Subsequently, in a decision in historical Minerva Mills 
case in the year 1980, the Supreme Court reduced the 
primacy of the directive principles to some extent. As it 
stands today, any legislation enacted by the Government 
under the directive principles under Article 39 (b) (C) cannot 
be challenged in any court of law, even if it contravenes 
any fundamental right. As a result the land reform acts 
passed by the States which directly infringed upon the 
fundamental rights, could prevail over these rights by 
withstanding the test of law. 

These principles, being policy directives to the 
Government by the Constitution, have political sanction 
behind them. More than anything else, the promises made 
by the political leadership to the public provides covert 
but certain primacy to the directive principles over the 
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fundamental rights. As described by Dr B.R. Ambedkar in 
the Constituent Assembly, "If any Govemrnent ignores 
them, they will certainly have to answer for them before 
the electorate at the election time". 

Q. 2. Identify the nature and methods of parliamen¬ 
tary control over the executive in Indian polity. (About 
250 words.) 

(Civil Services (Main) 1987) 
Ans. Under Indian Cortstitution, legislature enjoys 
the highest position among all three wings of the Govern¬ 
ment due to its policy and legislation making powers. 
Executive, which is expected to implement the policies 
and other laws, has gradually grabbed the functions of 
legislature, thanks to the brute-majority of party in power 
in the Parliament. 

Indian polity provides several methods vide which 
the legislature exercises control over the executive, which 
are as under: 

(a) President's speech in the Parliament spells out the 
basic policies of the Government and by criticising 
this speech, legislature exercises check over the ac¬ 
tivities of executive. 

(b) Budget discussion is another opportunity with the 
legislature to exercise such control. 

(c) Question hour allows the members to ask question 
on the performance of executive in all fields of ad¬ 
ministration. It keeps the executive alert while im¬ 
plementing the public policies. 

(d) During Zero-hour discussions, legislature may raise 
issues of public importance having reflections on the 
performance of executive. 

(e) Another measure of legislatiue control over the ex¬ 
ecutive is the adjournment debates which are held on 
the matters of urgent public importance. 

0 When the entire policy of the executive comes under 
criticism, the Parliament may adopt a no-confidence 
motion. Majority of the party in power may, however, 
defeat such motions. 

(g) Parliamentary Committees on Public Accounts, Es¬ 
timates, Assurances, Public Ut)flertakings etc are , 
other methods of control over the acts of executive. 

(h) Audit, yet another method of control, ensures that no 
money is spent by the executive before it is duly 


authorised by the Parliament to do so. 

Q. 3. Examine the working of Public Distribution 
System in India with particular reference to its objec¬ 
tives and constraints. Suggest a set of measures towards 
an improvement in the present system. (About ISOvmds.) 

(Civil Services (Main) 1987) 
Ans. As an essential safety net created by the Govem- 
rtMsnt for the poor, ttie Public Distribution System (PDS) 
provides essential commodities like rice, wheat, edible 
oils, sugar and kerosene at subsidised rates to the people 
through over four lac sale outlets, about 75% of which are 
located in the rural areas. PDS was devised to protect the 
consumers from excessive price-rise of essential com¬ 
modities, to protect the vulnerable sections of the society 
from the hoarders, to discourage the hoarding by striking 
a balance between the demand and supply and to supple¬ 
ment various schemes and programmes aimed at poverty 
eradication to ensure social justice. 

One of the largest distribution systems controlled by 
any Government in the world, it doled out Rs 2500 crore 
as food subsidy during the year 1992-93. Notwithstanding 
its glorious achievements, PDS suffers from the shortcom¬ 
ings like pilferage, blackmarketing find over-charging. In 
addition, inherent inefficiencies typical to the Govern¬ 
ment sector have also creeped into the PIK. The System is 
also regressive in nature as there is no income limit for the 
beneficiaries. Limited number of commodities distributed 
through the System is yet another constraint. 

The following measures are suggested for improve¬ 
ment of this system which is coordinated by the National 
Cooperative Consumers' Federation Limited: 

(a) Affluent sections of society should be excluded from 
PDS to increase its effectiveness and utility. 

(b) More number of commodities should be distributed 
through the System. 

(c) Strengthening of Fair Price Shops in the rural a reas is 
particularly required. 

(d) Effective mechanism should be devised to plug 
leakages and loopholes in the System. 

(e) Cooperatives must be preferred for allotment of fair 
price shops. 

Q. 4. Account for growing incidence of Industrial 
Sickness in India. Would you advocate privatisation of 
tfiese sick units? Give reasons for your answer. (About 
250 words.) 

(Civil Services (Main) 1987) 
Ans. One of the serious ailments facing Indian in¬ 
dustries today is the problem of sickness. The number of 
sick industrial units which was only 26,758 at die end of 
1981, soared to 2.24 lakh by the end of 19W-91. A littie over 
99% (2.21 lakh) of such industries were in the small scale. 
Bank credit to the tune of Rs 10,768 crore, which is about 


17.5% of die total industrial credit, is locked in these 2.24' . 
lakh sick units. Factors like lack of availability of credit fot i 
working capital, poor marketing and poor overall, j 
management of industrial units are largely r^ponsiblefor ' 
sickness of such units. 

Of late, privatisation has been recommended as ■; 
panacea to all problem of industries. It has also been > 
suggested as a method to revive sick industrial units. But 
in practice it may not be so. Most of die sick units 
already in the private sector and there cannot be furdvet. > 
privatisation of such units. Moreover, since 99% of the sick ': 
units are in the small scale, they face die problems of 
quality control and marketing, which coupled with v. 
Government Industrial Policy changes make most of the 
units sick over a period of time. For the sick Public Sector ] f 
Undertakings (PSUs), privatisation may help in revival by " 
better management, quick decision making and easy ; ; 
availability of finances. But the privatisation of PSUs ,' 
should not be of the kind witnessed recently in Which die 
Government shares in some PSUs were disinvested and > 
were purchased by another public sector investor com- 
pany. ’ V 

Q. 5. The Council of Scientific and Industrial Re¬ 
search has established a large number of laboratories for ; 
interacting with the industry and development of in- - 4 
digenous technologies. Citing specific examples, point , \ 
out the significant achievements of CSIR during the last 
one decade. (About 250 words.) 

(Civil Services (Main) 1989) i ; 
Ans. The Council of Scientific and Industrial Research t j 
(CSIR) has contributed a lot for the application and 
development of indigenous technology and for interact- ^; 
ing with the industry. Certain institutions like Palampur \ 
(H.P.) Complex, RRL Bhopal and CCMB were completed- ; ? 
during the Seventh Five Year Plan. A number of new4-i; 
laboratories like Science and Engineering Council for test- - i. 
ing of tower structures, modular transfer function facility 
novel drug testing on primates etc with in-house facilities : 
have also been set-up. ' V 

CSIR has several specific achievements to its credit in f 
this field, a few are listed as under: 

(a) CSIR participated in the national societal missions 4 

and undertook the work in the field Of high-technol- 4 f, 
ogy to develop scientific temper in the country. ' (t 

(b) It achieved several brea k-fhroughs like improvement. •' 

in variety of bamboo; a bimetallic catalyst fat 
petroleum refining; once a week non-steroidal 
female contraceptive known as "Saheli"; develop- y | 
ment of an anti-AIDS and anti-cancer drug; and In- "> 
digenous probe for DNA finger-printing. ' 

(c) Some processes developed by CSIR were licensed as i' 
patents during the past one decade in countries like' 
Holland, France, Philippines etc and more than a 

«million US dollars have oeen collected as patents. : - „ 
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(d) Production in the industries based on CSIR know¬ 
how has increased from Rs 650 crore in 1986-87 to Rs 
1300 crore in 1990- 91. The total value of production 
during 1985 to 1991 comes to Rs 4500 crore. 

By emphasising accountability for the resources in¬ 
vested and by developing indigenous technologies, CSIR 
is doing excellent service to the country. 

Q. 6. What were the motives which led to the parti¬ 
tion of Bengal? What were its consequences? Why was 
it annulled? (About 250 words.) 

(Civil Services (Main) 1988) 
Ans. Reason officially given for partition of Bengal on 
July 20,1905 was that the existing size of Bengal as too big 
to be administered effectively as a single State. However, 
there were other covert motives. The national movement 
at that time was centre*! in Bengal and by dividing Bengal 
into East and West provinces, the British hoped to contain 
the growth of nationalism. One of the major motives was 
"to split up and thereby to weaken a solid body of 
opponents" to the British rule. Another motive, in pur¬ 
suance of "divide and rule" policy was to divide Bengal 
religiously—East Bengal having Muslim majority and the 
West Bengal dominated by the Hindus. It was also seen as 
a deliberate attempt to adversely affect the growth of 
Bengali language and culture. 

Strong anti-partition protests paved way for Swadeshi 
and Boycott Movements which emphasised use of Indian 
made goods and boycott of foreign iteips. These move¬ 
ments brought women and Muslims closer to the 
nationalist movement. Militant leaders like Tilak, Pal and 
Aurobindo took charge of the national movement which 
later resulted in split of Congress at Surat session in 1907. 
The revolutionaries saw it as an opportunity to throw the 
Britishers out. Thus to win over the moderates, Indian 
Councils Act of 1909 was passed. 

In 1911, the partition was annulled as the basic objec¬ 
tive ofdividing the people on communal lines was partial¬ 
ly achieved. This, coupled with the split of Congress gave 
a wrong impression to the Britishers that the nationalist 
movement had lost steam. 

Q. 7. Trace the origin of Swaraj Party. What was the 
manifesto of Swaraj Party? What were the Swarajists' 
demands and the reactions of the British. (Alvut 250 
words.) 

(Civil Services (Main) 1990) 
Ans. Withdrawal of Non-Cooperation Movement by 
Gandhiji created serious differences among the Congress 
leaders, particularly in deciding how to continue with the 
national movement. While "no-changers" like Patel, Dr 
Ansari and Dr Prasad wanted to remain among people, a 
group of Congressmen led by C.R. Das and Motilal Nehru 
wanted to enter the legislatures to criticise the policies of 
the British Government. In December, 1922, as a group 


within Congress, a new party known as Congress- 
Khilafat Swaraj Party was formed with C.R. Das as its 
President. Manifesto of the Swarajists' was to enter the 
Legislative Councils by contesting the elections and to 
obstruct the partisan functioning of the Government by 
exposing the weaknesses of the Government action and to 
generate public enthusiasm, tliereby making the Councils 
as arenas of national struggle. They also wanted to work 
the reforms of 1919. 

After the elections a good number of Swarajists got 
their way into the legislative councils and they were vocal 
in their demand for self-government, industnal develop¬ 
ment and civil liberties. They expressed their opinion 
through powerful speeches and defeated several motions 
of the Government by out-voting the Government several 
times with the help of other groups. But their demands fell 
on deaf ears. They experienced apathy and stubbornness 
of the British. However, with the assistance of other 
groups in the legislature, they could get their leader C.R. 
Das elected as the speaker of Central Legislative Assemb¬ 
ly and also succeeded in abolishing certain obnoxious acts 
like the Press Act of 1910. 

Q. 8. (a) What is G-7 Summit? When and where was 
it held? What were its achievements? (About 100 words.) 

(Civil Services (Main) 1988) 

(b) What are super-conductors? What is their 
relevance to the future developments? What is India's 
position in this field? (About 75 words.) 

(Civil Services (Main) 1987) 

Ans. (fl) G-7 Summit is the meeting of Heads of States 
of seven most industrialised countries of the world which 
includes USA, Japan, Germany, France, Britain, Italy and 
Canada. Formed in 1975, Group of Seven countries initial¬ 
ly grouped together to settle their own economic issues. 
The latest Summit of G-7 countries was held on July 6 and 
7,1992 at Munich. (This year's G-7 Summit was held in 
Japan on July 7 to 9, details of which wiU appear in the 
Article of October issue of the Competition Master). Apart 
from voicing rhetorics on the issues of Third-World debt, 
assistance to the developing countries, poverty and 
human rights, seven most affluent countries of ttie world 
have shifted their focus from third-world to the CIS and 
Eastern Europe and approved an aid of $ 24 billion to 
them. 

(b) Super-conductors are the carriers of electric cur¬ 
rent which plug the wastage of electric power. A great 
challenge to the scientists of the world, when realised 
super-conductors will result in invention of high power 
electric cars, bullet trains, smaller computers and safer 
nuclear reactors. To devise room temperature super-con¬ 
ductors from absolute zero (-273®G) possibility, India is 
among the leading pioneers and Indian scientists at Na¬ 
tional Physical Laboratory claim to have achieved room 
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temperature super-conductivity under laboratory condi- 
ticms. 

Q. 9. Answer title following: (Answer to each question 
should be in about 150 words). 

(a) What are the major commitments of the Const! tu- 
tion of India as incorporated in its preamble? 

(b) Explain the concept of minorities in the Indian 
Constitution and mention the safeguards provided 
therein for their protection. 

(c) Examine the role and functions of the State 
Governors as set-out in the Constitution of India. 

(d) Explain the Constitutional responsibilities of the 
Election Commission of India. 

(Civil Services (Main) 1988) 
Ans. (a) Preamble of Indian Constitution reflects the 
basic philosophy of the framers of the Constitution. One 
of the basic commitment is to make people of India as the 
source of all authority in a sovereign republic State. The 
preamble also makes a commihnent towards social, 
economic and political justice to all the citizens. The 
promise of providing liberty of thought, expression, faith 
and worship is yet another commitment, later translated 
in the form of fundamental rights. Another promise ba the 
people is the equality of status and opportunity. It further 
promises to promote fraternity among the people by as¬ 
suring their dignity, and unity and integrity of the 
country. Promise of socialism and assurance of a secular 
State were added vide 42nd Amendment to safeguard the 
interests of weaker sections and the minorities. In short 
the preamble amply reflects the important intentions and 
commitments of the Constitution makers towards the 
countrymen, most of which were later added in the Con¬ 
stitution. 

(b) Indian history is replete with ttie instances where 
the imperial power divided the Indians on communal 
lines to protect its own interests. The concept of minorities 
in Indian Constitution is an ideology to achieve the objec¬ 
tive of fraternity and integrity of the country. It seeks to 
abolish communal representation on the one hand and 
seeks to provide some safeguards to protect the interests 
of the minorities on the oilier. Some of the safeguards are 
as under: 

■ (i) The Constitution does not patronise any religion and 

' the rights of all linguistic and cultural minorities 
have teen safeguarded. 

(it) The State is requir&i to provide primary education in 
mother-tongue for linguistic minorities. The Con¬ 
stitution provides for a special officer for this pur¬ 
pose. 

(Hi) Admission in educational institutions cannot be 
denied on the grounds of religion, race, caste or lan¬ 
guage. 


(iv) Minorities may set-up and administer education^ 
institutions of ffieir choice. 

(v) Protection is provided against discrimination in 
providing public employment. (155 words) 

(c) A Governor is the de jure executive head of a State 
and the entire administration of a State runs in the 
Governor's name. As a representative of the Union, th^ ■ 
Governor has to report to the Centre the state of law and 
order and the break-down of the Constitutional 
machinery. 

Functions of Governors are as under: 






(i) Council of Ministers, Advocate General and the 
members of State Public Service Commission are ap- 
pointed by the Governor and hold the office during - [■■■ 
his pleasure. He may also nominate members to the 
legislature. 

(ii) Governor has the right to address, summon, 

prorogue or dissolve the State Legislatures. No bill 
can become an Act within the State without the -i 
Governor's as.sent. , - 

(Hi) Governor has the right to make report to the Presi- ; 
dent in a situation where Government of the State , : 
cannot be carried on. 

(iv) Governor has the power to grant pordons, respites, ^ 
reprieves or remission of punishments under any ^ 
law within the concerned State. 

(d) Article 324 of tiie Constitution brings out the 
Constitutional responsibilities of Election Commission. 

As an independent body, the Commission has the respon- 
sibili lies of superintendence, direction and conduct of free ' .j 
and fair elections to the Parliament and the State legist #-^ 
tive assembUes. Elections to the highest offices of the ''t 
Vice-President and President also fall within the ambit of ,: 
responsibility of Election Commission. The Commission 
is also responsible to recommend to the President the , ■ 
appointment of Regional Election Commissioners. 

To make the election process free from the control of 
the ruling party, due protection has been provided in the 
Constitution to the Commissioners. Method of their 
removal has been equated with that of the judges of 
Supreme Court of India. In other words, the respon¬ 
sibilities assigned to the Election Commission by the Con- • ,• 
stitution are extremely important and the Election 
Commission has truly teen called a vigilant custodian of 
democratic process in India. 

Q.IO, Answer Ae following: (Answer to each should be 
in about 150 words). 

(a) What is black money and why it is so called? 
Specify the main causes of its generation in India. 

(b) Discuss the status and the special role of the 

Finance Commission in India. i-.;' 

(Civil Services (Main) 1985) : 
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Ans. (a) Black money is the money earned by adopt¬ 
ing Irregular and illegal means and on which no tax is 
paid by the holder of such money. It is called black due to 
the fact that the means adopted to amass such money are 
neither fair nor straight and existence of this money is not 
accounted for anywhere. It is also called so because it is 
not the part of declared income and is usually kept hidden 
and the tax authorities are kept in dark about it by the 
holder. 

Causes for Generation 

(i) Higher rates of direct and indirect taxes is one of the 
most important factors. 

(ii) Poor tax collection and enforcement system, and 
loopholes in existing laws is yet another factor. 

(fii) Long judicial process to punish the culprits en¬ 
courages the offenders. 

(fp) Prevalent corrupt practices in the existing system. 

(v) Lack of morality and commitment towards the 
country. 

(zii) Frequent introduction of voluntary disclosure 
schemes by tlie government also ensure that the of¬ 
fenders are encouraged. 

(b) Article 280 of our Constitution provides for a 
Finance Commission to be constituted by the President 
every five years. It is a mechanism provided in the Federal 
System to ensure adequate funds at the disposal of States. 
The Finance Commission thus acts as an institution to 
devise formula to distribute tax and non-tax revenues, 
and the Grants-in-Aid between the Union and the States. 

Framers of the Constitution could foresee that the 
resources with the States may be insufficient and would 
need replenishment by the Union. Hence the Finance 
Commission has been entrusted with the responsibility of 
distributing the taxes belonging to tlie Union among the 
States as also the non-tax revenues and the grants-in-aid. 
Implicit principle is that the Union and the States together 
form an organic whole for the utilization of resources of 
the nation as per their needs as asses.sed by the Finance 
Commission. 

Q. 11. Point out the mistakes/ambiguities in the fol¬ 
lowing statements: 

(a) Average cost of production of a commodity was 
Rs 1.x in 1985 and Rs 1.75 in 1986. So the factory has 
become inefficient. 

(b) A person goes from station X to station Y on a 
cycle at a speed of 20 KM per hour and returns at 24 KM 
per hour. His average speed is 22 KM per hour. 

(c) The average weight of 10 persons was recorded as 
52 kgs. Later it was found that the weight of two persons 
was wrongly recorded as 48 kgs and 52 kgs instead of 38 
kgs and 67 kgs respectively. Calculate the correct 
average weight. 
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(d) It is statistically known that the proportion of 
rainy days for the month of June for Kerala is 3/S. In one 
particular year it rained on all days from June 1 to June 
18. Based on this information someone predicts that it 
will not rain from June 19 to June 30. Do you agree with 
this prediction? Justify your answer. 

(Civil Services (Main) 1990) 

(a) Just because the average cost of production in¬ 
creased from Rs 1.50 per unit to Rs 1.75 per unit, it cannot 
be concluded that the factory has become inefficient. The 
cost of production of a unit is dependent on the reward 
paid to various factors of production in the sfiape of rent, 
wages, interest, cost of raw material, cost of other inputs 
like electricity, water and other fbced and variable over¬ 
heads. External factors like Government policy on several 
issues also affects the cost of production. As a result even 
despite higher standards of efficiency and productivity, 
the average cost of production per unit may increase. 
Hence the information given is insufficient to conclude 
that the factory has become inefficient. 

(b) The average speed is not 22 KM per hour. To 
calculate the average speed of the cycle two factors are 
essentia! i.e. the total distance covered and the total time 
of travel. To travel a given distance at an average speed of 
20 KM per hour, the time of travel will be more than the 
time taken to travel the same distance at a speed of 24 KM 
per hour. Hence when the total distance covered and the 
total time taken to travel for undertaking a particular 
journey is taken together, the average speed will come to 
be less than 22 KM per hour. By assuming that the total 
distance covered was 480 KM (240 KM one-way) the 
average speed can be calculated as under: 

Time taken for going (240 KM) 0 20 KMPH = 12 hours 

Tune taken for return journey 0 24 KMPH = 10 hours 

Total journey = 480 Kms 

Total hours of travel = 22 hours 

Average speed = 480 + 22 = 21.818 KM per hour 

The statement that average speed is 22 KM per hour 
is, therefore, wrong. 

(c) Average weight of 10 persons = 52 Kgs. 

Total weight of 10 persons = 52 x 10 = 520 Kgs. 

Total weight wrongly recorded = 48 + 52 = 100 Kgs. 

Actual weight of two persons = 67 + 38 = 105 Kgs. 

Actual total weight of 10 persons = 520 -100 + 105 

= 525 Kgs. 

Correct average weight of 10 persons = 525 10 

= 525 Kgs. 

The correct average weight of 10 persons is 52.5 Kgs. 

(d) The prediction is not likely to be correct and 
cannot be agreed to. The statistical mformation on the 
average number of rainy days is computed on the basis of 
the number of rainy days during fire past several years. It 
is essentially a figure denoting average number of rainy 


.1 




days during the past few years. It is, hence, only a broad 
indicator of the number of rainy days likely to be there in 
a mcHith on the basis of previous year's average. But in a 
particular year during the mond\ of June if it has rained for 
all first 18 days, it cannot be predicted on the statistical 
information only that it will not rain for rest of the days of 
the month, as the weather seldom conforms to the 
averages and every year, there are some variaticms in 
weadier condition from the averages. Hence just on die 
basis of statistical information this prediction cannot be 
accepted to be true and is likely to be proved wrong. 

Q. 12. (a) The following table gives the classification 
of300 electric bulbs according to their life>time in hours. 


Life Time 
in Hours 

No. of Bulbs 

950 — 

1050 

4 

1050 — 

1150 

9 

1150 — 

1250 

19 

1250 — 

1350 

36 

1350 — 

1450 

51 

1450 — 

1550 

58 

1550 — 

1650 

53 

1650 — 

1750 

37 

1750 — 

1850 

20 

1850 — 

1950 

9 

1950 — 

2050 

3 

2050 — 

2150 

1 


Find the limits within which die first 50% of flie 
bulbs fail. 

(Civil Services (Main) 1990) 
Ans. To solve die quesdcm the above table has to be 
redrawn with the cumulative total number of electric 
bulbs falling from 950 hours to 2150 hours as under. (For 
cumulative number, keep adding the number of bulbs 
failing in the higher brackets one after another). 


Life Time 

No. of 

Cumulative 

in hours 


bulbs 

no. of bulbs 



failing 

failing 

950 — 

1050 

4 

4 

1050 — 

1150 

9 

13 

1150 — 

1250 

19 

32 

1250 — 

1350 

36 

68 

1350 — 

1450 

51 

119 

1450 — 

155Q 

58 

izz 

1550 — 

1650 

53 

230 

1650 — 

1750 

37 

267 

1750 — 

1850 

20 

287 

1850 — 

1950 

9 

296 

1950 — 

2050 

3 

299 

2050 — 

2150 

1 

300 


50% of the total bulbs is 150 which comes in 1450-1550 
bracket. Hence first 50% bulbs fail within the limit of 
950-1550 hours. 


(5) The following is a report on the accidents given by the Southern Railways: 

"The total number of accidents in 1980 was 3500. It decreased by 300 in 1981 and further decreased by 400 in 1982. 
The total number of accidents on Metre gauge section were 245 in 1980, 346 in 1981 and 428 in 1982. In Metre gauge 
section, "Not compensated" cases were 59,77 and 108 for 1980,1981 and 1982 respectively and "compensated" cases in 
the broad gauge section were 2867,2587 and 2152 respectively for three years." 

Prepare a complete table from the above report. 

(Civil Service (Main) 1990) 


Ans. On the basis of the information given above a table is prepared as under: 


Yi'ar 

Accidents on B.G. 

Accidents on M.G. 

Total 
compen¬ 
sated 
(b+ e) 

(h) 

Total 
not com¬ 
pensated 
(c + f) 

(i) 

Total 

accidents 

(d+g) 

(j) 

(a) 

Compen¬ 

sated 

(b) 

Not com¬ 
pensated 

(c) 

Total 

(b+c) 

(d) 

Compen¬ 

sated 

(e) 

Not com¬ 
pensated 

(0 

Total 
(e + f) 

(g) 

1980 

2867 

388 

3255 

186 

59 

245 

3053 

447 

3500 

1981 

2587 

267 

2854 

269 

77 

346 

2856 

344 

3200 

1982 

2152 

220 

2372 

320 

108 

428 

2472 

328 

2800 

Total: 

7606 

875 

8481 

775 

244 

1019 

8381 

1119 

9500 


BG stands for Broad Gauge. MG stands for Metre Gauge. 

Notes: (a) Total number of accidents in B.G. are calculated by deducting the number of accidents in M.G. from the 
total accidents given. 

(b) "Compensated" cases lor M.G. are calculated by deducting "not-compensated" cases from the total accidents on 
M.G. 

. (c) "Not-compensated" cases a re calculated by deducting the number of compensated cases out of the total accidents . 
onB.G. 

SEPTEMBER -SS COMPETITION MASTER IST 











































CAREER 


How to Prepare for Civil 
Services Examination 


Civil Services examination offers 
entry to several pioneer services of 
our country. In addition to All India 
Services like Indian Administrative 
Service (IAS) and Indian Police Ser¬ 
vice (IPS), the examination is also the 
gateway to recruitment for several 
Central Civil Services in the depart¬ 
ments like Railway;?, Customs and 
Excise, Income Tax, Postal, Audit and 
Accounts, LX*fence Accounts etc. Suc¬ 
cessful candidates in this keenly con¬ 
tested competition join the ranks of 
these premier services as directly 
recruited Group-A officers and may 
rise to the top positions in the respec¬ 
tive .services. 

Have a Strong Will 

Every year over three lakh 
aspirants take the Civil Ser^dces Ex¬ 
amination for about 800 to 1000 
vacancies. Often a fresh candidate is 
at loss in deciding the mode of 
preparations for this prestigious ex¬ 
amination. Plethora of magazine.s, 
books and coaching institutes also 
add to his/her confusion. Unless the 
candidate has a strong will, a clear 
line of thinking and accurate plan¬ 
ning he/she is not likely to succeed. 

The advertisement for the 
preliminary examination usually ap¬ 
pears somewhere in January' every 
year. Before anything else, the can¬ 
didate mirsthavc a strong will, a high 
aim and a lot of self-confidence to be 
successful. The huge number of com¬ 
petitors must not shake the con¬ 
fidence of the candidates. A strong 
will at the time of filling-up the form 
would mean that half the battle is 
already won. 

Prelims: A Tough 
Challenge 

First stage of the competition is 
the preliminary e.\amination which 


offers the toughest battle. More than 
95% of the candidates appearing for 
tlie examination are eliminated at this 
very stage. It is, in fact, a test of 
seriousness and genuineness of the 
candidates to take the main examina¬ 
tion. Hence this part must not be 
taken lightly by the candidates. The 
preliminary examination usually 
takes place on the second Sunday of 
June every year. After filiing-up the 
form, therefore, the candidates get 4 
to 5 months time for preparations. 
Out of the two papers, paper on 
General Studies needs special 
preparations. The scope of this paper 
is so wide that it calls for extensive 
studies. To cover all the aspects, a 
good book on General Studies is re¬ 
quired to be thoroughly gone 
through as a base. It is further re¬ 
quired to be supplemented by 
thorough study of Indian Constitu¬ 
tion, Modem Indian History, Current 
Affairs, Indian Economy and the 
latest in Science and Technology. 
Some practice in reasoning, intel¬ 
ligence tests and numerical ability is 
also required. "The Competition 
Master” is a complete magazine to 
assist the candidates as it carries 
much more material on all above 
aspects than any other such 
magazine does. In addition to the rich 
material on all above aspects, the 
magazine carries regular features like 
objective type questions, personality 
development and the examiner's 
guess questions, which are par¬ 
ticularly useful for this examination. 

Planning and Preparation 

Regular and well planned study 
is a pre-requisite. The candidates 
must identify their strong and weak 
areas and the effort should be to fur¬ 
ther strengthen the strong areas and 
to adequately supplement the 


knowledge in weaker areas. One 
must try to demote atleast 10 to 12 
hours for study everyday. On the 
basis of level of preparations in a par- 
ticular subject, time should be 
devoted between the General Studies 
and the optional paper. The subject in 
which the candidate is most confi¬ 
dent must be offered as the optional 
paper and offering a new subject for 
prelims should be avoided. 

For the General Studies paper, it 
is advisable to be in touch with the 
latest on Indian Polity and Economy. 
Official documents like latest Five 
Year Plan and 'Economic Survey' be 
consulted as a few questions on In¬ 
dian Economy do appear in the paper 
out of these documents. NCEOT text 
books for plus-two level are recom¬ 
mended for History part in the 
General Studies. Some questions on 
current affairs, sports, latest in 
science and technology and on men¬ 
tal ability also form part of General 
Studies paper. 

It is advisable for fresh can¬ 
didates to get hold of previous ques¬ 
tion papers. Issues of The Competition 
Master for previous one year should 
also be consulted. After carrying out 
detailed studies, the candidates must 
try to solve as many objective-type 
questions as possible. This would 
help in giving the candidates a lot of 
self-confidence and will also add to 
their knowledge and speed. The can¬ 
didates must avoid spurious 
magazines, books and coaching 
centres which exploit the candidates 
by charging exorbitant rates and offer 
poor material/content. Self-study, 
therefore, is the best method to avoid 
such institutions/centres. 

While attempting the question 
paper, the candidates must try to at- 
tantpt all the questions within the 
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stipulated time.. Pirst of all those 
questions sliOuld be answered about 
which die candidate is 100% sure. 
Then all the questions on mental 
ability/common sense, whicli usual¬ 
ly appear at the.end of the paper 
should be attempted. Rest of the 
questions may then be attempted by 
following the process of elimination. 
Even while practising, the candidates 
should follow this sequence while 
solving the model question papers. 

Mains—^The Real Test 

The result of preliminary ex¬ 
amination is usually out towards end 
of July every year. Normally, ten can¬ 
didates for each vacancy are declared 
successful and 8000 to 10,000 can¬ 
didates then take the main examina¬ 
tion. While preliminary examination 
is merely a screening test, the main 
examination is descriptive in nature 
and tests the depth of knowledge as 
well as power of expression of the 
candidate. 

Candidates get about four 
months time for main examination. 
During this period the candidates are 
required to prepare two optionals, 
two papers on General Studies (GS) 
and one paper on Essay, in addition 
to a qualifying language paper. GS-1 
usually contains questions on 
Modern Indian History, culture, 
thoughts of Gandhi, Nehru and 
Tagore, mental ability, current affairs 
and sports. On the basis of trends in 
the previous years' question papers, 
preparations could be made. 
Refresher on General Knowledge by 
O.P. Khatma is a standard book 
which must be supplemented by the 
study of regular features of The Com¬ 
petition hAaster like Current Events, 
Articles, Features, Essay etc. In depth 
and regular study of a good national 
newspaper may be of great help. To 
prepare for the question on mental 
ability it is advisable to get the basic 
knowledge of reading, interpreting 
and drawing tables and graphs. Prac¬ 
tice to solve simple statistical 
problems linked with commem sense 
on the basis of previous question 
papers will also be tiseful. 

GS-Il has questions on Indian 


Polity, Economy and Science and 
Technology. Questions on Indian 
Economy can be prepared by study¬ 
ing Economic Survey, latest Plan 
Document and by going through 
'Article' feature in the Competition 
Master. A good book on Indian 
Economy will give a good insight to 
a non- Economics student. A compact 
and standard book on Indian Con¬ 
stitution usually takes care of the 
questions on Indian Polity. The year 
book published by the Ministry of 
Information and Broadcasting every 
year is also useful as it provides rich 
information on General Studies. 

While writing the papers, special 
attention must be paid towards the 
contents. Since the questions are re¬ 
quired to be replied in limited words, 
contents need to be strictly in con¬ 
sonance with the question asked. 
Choice of words is also an important 
issue and the candidates must 
answer the questions clearly and suc¬ 
cinctly. No question in GS usually re¬ 
quires an answer in more than 250 
words, hence the candidates must en¬ 
sure brevity, but at the same time, 
should not ignore precision and 
clarity. 

Language paper is qualifying in 
nature and dues not need any special 
preparations. However, special atten¬ 
tion must be paid towards the paper 
on Essay. A regular practice to plan 
and write an essay on any topic will 
be of significant use to the can¬ 
didates. Optionals must be chosen 
carefully and good text books as per 
the syllabus for this examination 
must be consulted. Special care must 
be taken to ensure that all the 
answers are in accordance with the 
questions asked. 

In a nutshell, the following tips 
are recommended to the candidates 
to do well in this examination: 

(a) Choose your optionals carefully. 

(b) Study extensively to acquire 
more and more knowledge. 

(c) Identify your weak and strong 
areas and plan your studies ac¬ 
cordingly. 

(d) Choose standard books, 
magazines and newspapers. 


(e) Practise attemptingsonw model p 
papers. 

if) Have regular discussion with 
the fellow candidates, par¬ 
ticularly on the tof^cs you firtd 
yourself weak. 

(jf) Try to guess the paper after care¬ 
fully going through the pre- ' 
vious question papers and on 
the basis of current events of im¬ 
portance. 

{h) Study hard. Harder you study, 
more confident you grow. 

(i) While writing the Answers, 
plan your time carefully and at¬ 
tempt all questions. 

Success in the main examination 
takes the candidates to the doorstep 
of selection, interview being the last 
hurdle to cross. 

Interview: The Last Leap 

Interview is aimed at judging the 
suitability of a candidate for the Civil 
Services. Candidates may expect 
some questions on thdr optionals as 
well as on the matters of national/in¬ 
ternational importance. Some ques¬ 
tions on budget, planning, polity, 
current controversies etc are also ex¬ 
pected, even if Economies and Politi¬ 
cal Science are not the subjects 
offered by the candidates. 

In-depth study is recommended, 
on the basis of which the candidates 
may form their own opinions on Hie 
current issues of national and inter¬ 
national importance. Regular 
analytical reading of good news¬ 
papers and magazines coupled with 
informal discussions and exchange of 
views with fellow candidates and 
with more knowledgeable persons 
are particularly useful. Mock-inter¬ 
view technique may also be helpful. . 

Preparations on the above lines, 
supplemented by self-confidence 
and positive outlook may help a can¬ 
didate to do well in this examination. 

The good old saying of "do your best 
and have faith in God" may be aptly 
applicable in the Civil Services Ex¬ 
amination. 

The readers may also refer to the 
"Career" feature in November, 1992 
issue which also gives ample details 
about theCivil Services Examination. 
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Descriptive Questions 


Vocational Education at 
School Level 

Q. "Some people feel that voca* 
tional education should be intro¬ 
duced from school level." Express 
your views on this statement by 
giving instances/examples from 
your reading or knowledge. 

Ans. There is no gainsaying the 
fact that in the prevailing socio¬ 
economic situation of galloping im- 
employment among the unskilled as 
well as the educated, introduction of 
vocational education from tlie school 
level can play a crucial role, not just 
in the educational system but in the 
overall development of the country 
as well. By taking into account all 
factors that affect the contours of our 
polity, it is imperative that education 
in India should be such as makes 
most of its citizens useful to themsel¬ 
ves and relevant to the varied re¬ 
quirements of the society at large. In 
an age, where living has become both 
a chagrin and a challenge, wc can 
turn it into an opportunity by incul¬ 
cating in the students the urge 'to 
earn while learning' and thus acquire 
the necessary wherewithal that can 
stand by them when they grow up 
and come face to face with the 
rigorous realities of life. 

Mere bookish knowledge, how¬ 
ever up-to-date it may be, does not 
enable a majority of students to stand 
on their own legs. As such, self-con¬ 
fidence as far as earning one's 
livelihood is concerned, comes only 
*when all the means of the State are 
put to maximum use, specially at the 
school level, to impart training in dif¬ 
ferent practical arts and crafts, trades 
and disciplines. The crying need of 
the hour is that no efforts, both 
monetary and material, should be 

I spared to give vocational education 

1 to those who enter school portals. 

• 'The feeling of some people that 
vocational education should intro¬ 
duced from school level, is neither a 
fit of emotional outburst nor. an off 
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the cuff expression. It is in tune with 
the objectives of New Education 
Policy and with the growing needs of 
the society for more and more trained 
or technical personnel to man the 
plethora of projects likely to come up 
as a result of the 'New Economic 
Policy' of the government at the 
Centre. With this end in view, the 
HRD Ministry has drawn plans for 
the gradual expansion of vocational 
education at the 'plus-two stage' and 
consolidation of the courses already 
started. 'Fhere is also a proposal to set 
up a model vocational institute in 
every district for those who have al¬ 
ready undergone some vocational 
course. 

University/College 
students and rural 
problems 

Q. "All Univetsify/College stu¬ 
dents should be sent to the villages 
for three months to study the 
problems of the Rural People." Give 
two arguments in favour and two 
arguments against the view-point 
expressed in this statement. 

Arguments in favour of the 
Statement 

1. Mere theoretical knowledge 
gathered or acquired through elite or 
higher education is both irrelevant 
and incompatible as long as the stu¬ 
dents at University/College levels 
remain, by and large, ignorant as well 
as indifferent to the pressing 
problems of rural people. Even now, 
it is not farther from truth to say that 
real India still lives in villages. The 
face of India that one sees in the 
urban milieu is the one 'made-up' 
with artificial aids and superficial 
support-system. But on the contrary, 
the village-visage remains, more or 
less, a neglected lot. If one were to 
know the pulse-rate and read the 
heart-beat m India, one must go and 
live in rural environment and none is 
as well suited for the job as the edu¬ 
cated youth of India. 


2. Some knowledgeable persons 
argue that education given to the 
very selective youth in towns/cities 
is a big drain on the national exche¬ 
quer if there is no corresponding 
eagerness or earnestness to go to tm 
villages and know the problems that 
the rural people face in their day-to- 
day existence. It is acutely ironical 
that those who taste the glamour and 
diversions of urban life, turn their 
backs to the villages and refuse to 
identify themselves with the rural 
soil, even now the back-bone of our 
economy as well as the raisoii d'etre of 
our age-old culture. Thus it is 
obligatory that University/College 
students are made to spend at least 
three months in the villages to enable 
them to study from close quarters the 
problems of rural people. 

Arguments against the statement 

1. Those who advocate the 
soundness or justification of the 
statement seem to live in an unreal 
world. One should not pose to be 
naive enough to say that he/she does 
not know the basic problems like 
those of health and hygiene, 
transport and tele-communication, 
provision of safe drinking water and 
fuel and a host of other predicaments 
that the village folk have to live with. 
It would not be in the fitness of things 
if we make social service in rural 
areas for a specific period a "must" 
before a degree or diploma is 
awarded to University/College stu¬ 
dents. 

2. By asking the city-bred stu¬ 
dents, soaked in their fads and fan¬ 
tasies to go to the villages to stay 
there and study the problems of rural 
people, is nothing but an eye-wash or 
an expensive excursion. Such an ap¬ 
proach to the gravity of rural 
problems is callous and cruel waste 
of time. Instead of producing some 
positive resultsf the gimmi» may 
pervert some susceptible minds of 
the rural youth when they will come 
in contact with Univenuty/College 


dandies, and street Romeoes. The 
earlier tlw notirai is given up, the bet¬ 
ter will be the health of all concerned. 

D^truction of Medicines 

^Q. "Suppose all medicines are 
destroyed overnight." Explain at 
least three possible consequences if 
such a situation arises. 

Ans. There is an age-old saying 
that man is the slave of habits. As 
political novices, we tend to become 
slaves of slogans and as victims of 
tensions and traumas of modern life, 
a mtijority of us take recourse to the 
slavery of one medicine or the other. 
As a result of these dubious develop¬ 
ments, certain physical, emotional or 
mental aberranons take on us every 
now and then. In order to overcome 
such distortions, amidst progress and 
plenty, comforts and conveniences, 
the first thing that comes to mind is a 
tablet, pain-killer or hospitalization. 
In fact taking medicines has become 
an integral part of our daily diet. 
Waking or sleeping, we seek their 
help as quick reliever of pain or an 
inducer of sleep, etc. In such a situa¬ 
tion if all the medicines get destroyed 
due to some colossal calamity or ter¬ 
rible tragedy, mankind will have to 
cope with the following passible con¬ 
sequences: 

1. Tire spectre of unemployment 
at various levels—research, produc¬ 
tion, distribution, sale of medicines, 
would loom large over the heads and 
shoulders of human race when all the 
medicines - disappear from the 
market. Patients will be discharged 
from the hospitals and a fretful feel¬ 
ing of helplessness would be writ 
large on their suffering faces. Their 
kith and kin would also undergo the 
hell of agony and anguish over the 
most challenging dilemma of their 
lives. Besides, all Qiose employed in 
the pharmaceutical industry will 
have to face depression and the 
societies, at lai^e, economic reces¬ 
sion. 

2. If epidemics break out, there 
will be no medicine to combat tiicir 
scourge. There will be a deadly dance 
of decay and death. All hospitals, 
doctors and other para-medical staff 
would be of no significant um. In the 
total absence of medichies, fatal dls- 


ease$ like cancer would become a 
nagging night-maie. Mankind would 
be thrown back to the Dark Ages 
when treatment of ailments was in its 
most crude or crass form. Even ordi¬ 
nary diseases would pose serious 
threats to life because all medicines 
have been destroyed overnight. The 
pain and poignancy of such a help¬ 
less and hapless existence on this 
planet will be too grim to visualise. 

3. As a resultof the destruction of 
medicines, quacks, tantriks, prac¬ 
titioners of witch-craft or black- 
magic, pseudo-healers and cheats of 
their ilk, will have a field day in ex¬ 
panding their nasty ways. Wearing of 
talismen or keeping mascots on 
human bodies and the clandestine 
use of such other supernatural an¬ 
tidotes would rule the roost. Medical 
tests of human bodies, afflicted wifii 
some ailment, will take a back seat 
and all surgery supported by 
medicines will become a thing of the 
past. Indeed life shall lose all its 
charm in such an eventuality. 

Improvirfg quality of goods 

Q. "Suggest three effective 
measures to improve the quality of 
goods produced in our country." Ex¬ 
plain how the measures being sug¬ 
gested by you would be effective. 

Ans. "Produce or perish" was 
the passionate call of Jawaharlal 
Nehru to the captains of Indian in¬ 
dustry in the fifties and afterwards 
but now under the changed cir¬ 
cumstances of industrial climate, 
both production and quality will 
have to go hand in hand. If the new 
Economic policy, commonly known 
as liberalisation or globalisation, lays 
emphasis on liberating the Indian 
economy from the stranglehold of 
unnecessary curbs and controls, it 
also expects the old as well as the new 
entrepreneurs not to sacrifice the 
quality of their products for meeting 
the growing demands of people for 
more and more consumer goods and 
services. It is a strange but factual 
coincidence that as the demand for 
goods goes up, their corresponding 
quality goes down. In an a^ of con¬ 
spicuous consumption culture, the 
onus of improving the quality of 
goods depends primarily on the 


manufacturer of such marketable 
goods and subsequently on the con¬ 
sumer. Therefore arie-of tfie most rf- 
fective measures that can go a long 
way in maintaining or even ottering 
the quality of goods is the constant 
vigilance of the consumer and the 
high business ethics of die manufac-, 
turer. 

Replacement of old and oteolete 
machinery is another measure that 
can, not only bring down the cost of 
production, but also improve the 
quality of goods as per international 
standards. Recruitipent of trained 
and skilled personnel by the 
manufacturers and the use of quality- 
control can make a lot of dimrence, 
on the positive, to the finished 
products. Establishment of quality 
control centres, on the lines of Indi^ 
Standards Institute, at the in¬ 
dustrial estates is another step that 
can ensure production and sale of 
quality goods. 

Consumer Protection Act should 
be made more extensive and strin¬ 
gent, both in content and context. 
More teeth and powers should be 
given to Consumer Protection Courts 
so that the guilty or wilful defaulters 
are brought to book. No mercy need 
be shown by the law-enforcing 
authorities to those who indulge in , 
imitation or production of spurious 
or sub-standard goods. Besides, 
refresher courses be held periodically 
for production managers, marketing 
experts and handlers of new 
machines and technology. Exposure 
to the use of latest tools and techni¬ 
ques of production and quality con¬ 
trol can prove equally effective 
measures in this direction. 

It has been seen that the con-* .. 
sumcr in India is not fully aware of 
his/her rights. Through government 
and private sponsored advertise¬ 
ments, on TV and in newspapers, the - 
consumers should be made aware of 
their rights. In rural areas volun- , 
teers should be deployed to educate 
rural folks on their rights as con¬ 
sumers. A strong constuner base, ' ' 
well aware of its rights, can go a 
long way in helping to improve 
the quality or goods being 
produced. 
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AKtsiUMfcNiAilUN 


Argumentative Questions 
Sociai and Economic Probiems 




Defiance of Constitution 

Q. "The ruling party at the 
Centre is guilty of violating the 
Constitution in both letter and 
) spirit to meet political exigencies." 
Give arguments For and Against 
this view. 

Ans. Political manot’uvres and 
flouting of the spirit of tlw Constitution, 
if not the letter, have lately been increas¬ 
ing in order to meet challenges and con¬ 
tingencies. The resort to such unethical 
conduct apparently becomes necessary 
for the ruling party to tide over un¬ 
foreseen situations and ensure its politi¬ 
cal survival. Bargaining and sale of seats 
of legislatures, including membership of 
Parliament, and also accommodation if 
■ ministerial colleagues and party pals, are 
a part of this process. Merit conseqiumlly 
lakes a back scat. The cynic who said 
recently that political morality is a virtue 
long forgotten was not entirely wrong. To 
give an instance, by purchasing a few 
votes a Chief Minister managed to get a 
semi-literate person elected to the Rajya 
Sabha. In order to oblige the Prime Min¬ 
ister the State dignitaries got the scat 
vacated to accommodate a Central Mini¬ 
ster. 

The obliging friend opetdy admitted 
that the seat was a gift to him and he 
obeyed the Chief Minister's directions in 
giving up the gift, presumably in return 
for a promised Gotwrnorship or some 
ollur equally alluring office. Uruleserv- 
ing people thus get elevated to high 
office. While the persons directly in¬ 
volved benefit from such quid pro 
quo, the country as a whole suffers. 
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The political parties care little for 
principles. 

Arguments For the View 

1. By making a playtliing of the 
Constitution the politicians in power 
manage to tide over political crises 
and other awkward situations 
without bothering about the 
prescribed rules and regulations. 
Obliging pals has become the top¬ 
most priority for politicians. All such 
bargains should be held illegal and 
declared null and void if we are to 
have a clean polity. 

2. A system under which an MP 
starts his career by making a false 
statement that he ordinarily resides 
in the State from wliich he has sought 
election should be done away with 
and the offender disqualified for 
holding office under the Constitu¬ 
tion. Several Union Ministers, includ¬ 
ing the Finance Minister, are guilty in 
this respect but no action has been 
taken in the matter. Such glaring lap¬ 
ses are being ignored for political 
convenience. 

3. Since tliis improper process is 
not illegal and is only unethical, it has 
been accepted as a part of the political 
game by most of the political parties 
over the years. They are none the 
worse for such actions. 

4. If the seats of the country's 
supreme and sovereign legislature 
are to be gifted away, it would mean 
that membership is marketable. That 
would be a sorry reflection on the 
integrity of the people's repre¬ 
sentatives. 


Arguments Against the View 

1. Under the Constitution (Art 
75) a person has to become a member 
of either House of Parliament within 
six months of his appointment as a 
Minister of the Union Cabinet. It was ' 
owing to a technical problem that the 
Minister concerned could not be¬ 
come an MP. In special circumstances 
such as these the party at the Centre 

is morally justified in resorting to the 
method that it adopted. Otherwise, 
the Minister would have been com¬ 
pelled to resign from his post, as Mr 
Pranab Mukherji, the Commerce 
Minister, had to do about the same 
time. After all, the Constitution is not 
supposed to hinder the functioning 
of governmental machinery but to 
facilitate the task. 

2. The ruling party at the Centre 
could have made full use of the 
power granted under Article 80 of the 
Constitution (which permits nomina¬ 
tion of 12 persons to the Rajya Sabha 
for possessing special knowledge of 
literature, science, art and social ser¬ 
vice) and nominated the Minister as 
M.P. Instead, it took advantage of a 
perfectly legitimate and appeirently 
sporting (and not unusual) offer of a 
sitting MP to vacate his seat to enable 
the Minister to retain his office. 

3. In other democracies, too, such 
situations are got over by persuading 
some sitting member of the legisla¬ 
ture to sacrifice his seat for an impor¬ 
tant person such a Minister. Nor is 
there anything unethical in promis¬ 
ing the concerned person a reward at 
some suitable time. The "rescue 



operation" can by no means be 
described as a violation of the Con¬ 
stitution. It is a part of politics and is 
a fruitful understanding between 
party colleagues. Similar arrange¬ 
ments have been occasionally 
reported from the UK where obliging 
members of the House of Commons 
and'others hav6 been accommodated 
in the House of Lords through 
nomination. 

Multi-Party System 

Q. "A conglomeration of politi¬ 
cal parties forming the Government 
at Ae Centre would neither have 
stability nor be able to deliver the 
goods." Do you accept tlus view? 
Give arguments For and Against it. 

Ans. The view that a coalition or 
conglomeration of parties at the Centre 
loould not provide a stable govemmetil 
was expressed by the Orissa Chief Mini¬ 
ster, Mr Biju Palnaik, while inaugurat¬ 
ing an orientation programme for 
M.L.A.S of the State on July 12 this year. 
According to him, the multi-party sys¬ 
tem is a bane for India. In most countries 
of Europe, notably France, there are mul¬ 
tiple parties, sometimes numbering 20 or 
even more. India is said to be close to 
France in this respect. Actually, it xmuld 
be more correct to describe these parties as 
political groups. WIten there arc a num¬ 
ber of grou^xs, there will not be any single 
party which can form a stable govern¬ 
ment; instead, the leader cf a large group 
negotiates and bargains ivith leaders of 
other groups in a bid to arrange 
majority support. The result is a coali¬ 
tion ministry which, by its very nature, 
is unstable, loith rare exceptions. In a 
ttoo-parly system the position is quite 
clear and the leader of the larger party 
becomes the Prime Min ister. The arran¬ 
gement is simple and free of com¬ 
plexities. 

Arguments For the ^^ew 

1. In a multi-party system the 
ministry is the result of a com¬ 
promise, which implies a sacrifice of 
principles and a provisional under¬ 


standing among heterogeneous 
groups. Such an arrangement often 
breaks down whenever one or more 
groups break away on some pretext. 
Ministerial instability is thus implicit 
in a multi-party system. When there 
is nostability, there is only a working 
arrangement; the tenure of Ministers 
is uncertain and the ministry as a 
whole generally remains disunited. 
Lack of unity among Ministers is not 
conducive to an effective administra¬ 
tion. A stable majority and a strong 
government are a must for a success¬ 
ful democracy. 

2. Since the Ministers remain 
preoccupied with manoeuvres to 
retain office somehow, there is no 
earnest pursuit of a specific 
programme for the uplift of the 
people. The electorate consequently 
remains neglected. Very little 
economic progress is made in such 
circumstances. 

3. In a multi-party system there is 
no accountability and no single per¬ 
son or group is held responsible for 
governmental lapses and policy 
failures. Long-term planning be¬ 
comes impossible. There is no repre¬ 
sentative government in the real 
sense. This is a great disadvantage, 
especially at election time. 

4. Under such a set-up the op¬ 
position generally fails to perform its 
proper function. Instead, it remains 
busy with toppling campaigns and 
manoeuvres so as to oust the ministry 
by snapping tiie chain through at¬ 
tacks on the weakest links. Tempta¬ 
tions of power and money bags play 
a crucial role in the political tussles 
and hostile activity. There is a cease¬ 
less bid for opportunistic moves. As a i 
constitutional expert has pointed out, 
the day a French Prime Minister takes 
office is the day on which one or more 
of his colleagues start planning his 
downfall. 

Arguments Against the View 

1. Britain has been having the 
two-party system for decades, but it 


is reportedly the cause of grave 
defects in tihe British pattern of 
government. It has led to the dictator-; 
ship of the majority party which 
remains in office for a long time, 
denying opportunity of holding 
power to scores of aspiran ts for mahy 
years. This is unfair and a negation of 
democracy. 

2. Under this set-up the .. 
electorate's choice gets restricted to a 
simple acceptance or rejection. There : 
is no third choice, except to keep 
aloof from the polling booths, which 
is an undemocratic course of action. 

3. The formation of a two-party 
or multiple party system is not a mat¬ 
ter of choice. It all depends on a 
country's traditions, the nature and 
extent of political differences among 
the people and the devotion to 
ideologies. No deliberate decision 
can be taken in this regard. 

4. Under a two-party system 
there is rigidity and concentration of 
power which may in due course lead 
to abuse of authority. There is little 
flexibility or initiative, as there is in a 
multiple party set-up. But it is true 
that absence of uncertainty is good 
for a smooth progressive administra¬ 
tion. 

Too Frequent Polls 

Q. "Frequent elections ate the 
major cause of electoral corruption 
and ineffective administration." 
Give arguments For and Against this 
view. 

Ans. As Jawaharlal Nehru said in 
his Autobiography, elections are extraor¬ 
dinary phenomena. They upset tempers 
and normal standards. “A wholly un¬ 
democratic distaste of them groios loithin 
me", he admitted. And yet Ik was sup¬ 
posed to bean election-winner far others. 
Lakhs of people do not approve of the 
methods and devices that are closely as¬ 
sociated with electioneering. There is no 
doubt that black money is used in elec¬ 
tions which have become a very expensive 
process, hfany people describe them as 
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rich people’s paslime and a luxury of 
democracy. Corruption and muscle 
power play a notahlc role in ensuring 
election victories. It is a pity that elec¬ 
tions have become a rapidly recurring 
phenomenon in this country. Sagacious 
people contend that it loould be advisable 
to reduce the frequency of polls. The Lok 
Sabha Speaker, Mr Shivraj Patil, recently 
made this suggestion. His other plea for 
elections by a hoo-thirds imjority and 
removal of a ministry by the same 
majority are also commendable. 

Arguments For the view 

1. Elections, though indispen¬ 
sable for democracy, have become a 
cause of disruption of normal life. 
They lead to neglect of administra¬ 
tion by Ministers who have neces¬ 
sarily to devote much time and 
energy to canvassing in large con¬ 
stituencies. Much administrative 
work remains pending for weeks 
together. The general public conse¬ 
quently suffers much in the process. 

1. Political parties, like 
newspapers, constitute vital links be¬ 
tween the Government and the 
people. The parties are supposed to 
be in constant touch with the elec¬ 
torate and help redress their grievan¬ 
ces. But frequent elections compel 
these parties to concentrate only on 
building vote banks. 

3. Since elections often bring out 
the evil side of human beings and 
renew the nexus between politicians 
and criminal gangs, including smug¬ 
glers and profiteers, these should not 
be held too frequently. A fixed mini¬ 
sterial tenure, say four or five years, 
should be the norm. Mid-term polls i 
should, in particular, be banned since I 
they encourage political manoeuv¬ 
res, horse trading and toppling 
drives. 

4. The sharp increase in electoral 
malpractices such as bogus voting, 
booth capturing and rigging (at times 
there are violent clashes also) has 
opened up vast opportunities for 
lawless elements who are always ac¬ 


tive during electioneering and the 
various allied processes. 

5. The parties in power (in case of 
coalitions and alliances) should have 
sufficient time to implement their 
programmes and electoral commit¬ 
ments. Too frequent polls leave little 
time for the Ministers to fulfil their 
pledges. 

Aiguments Against the view 

1. Elections provide oppor¬ 
tunities for young and old aspirants 
to face the electorate, present their 
programmes, learn the art of public 
speaking and of winning public sup¬ 
port by open, persuasion and lawful 
means. 

2. Admittedly, elections are an 
essential and inseparable part of the 
democratic process. The frequency 
of the exercise by itself should not 
do any damage to public life or 
hinder the process of economic 
progress. 

3. The argument that elections 
hinder the normal process of 
development and interrupt the ad¬ 


ministrative routine or implementa' 
tion of goverrunent programmes is 
not convincing because this task is 
performed by bureaucrats and other 
officials who are not required to take 
part in elections or facilitate the con¬ 
duct of polls which are political exer¬ 
cises. 

4. Since elections and party cam¬ 
paigns are largely educative proces¬ 
ses, the frequency of such exercises 
should, other things being equal, 
promote political education and un¬ 
derstanding of economic and other 
issues facing the country. Even il¬ 
literate people who cannot read 
newspapers begin to develop some 
understanding of the issues. 

5. True, elections arc expensive, 
but the remedy is not to reduce their 
frequency but to make them cheaper, 
less cumbersome and more educa¬ 
tive. The authorities should ensure 
peace at the polling booths and check 
malpractices such as bogus voting. 
Elections can teach people many les¬ 
sons; they should learn them and be¬ 
come more responsible citizens. 
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS 

♦ CRISIS OVER BYELECTfONS ♦ RM MINISTRY SURVIVES ♦ 
BIUS ON RELIGION-POLITICS LINK ♦ CHAOS THREAT IN 
WEST BENGAL ♦ FOREIGN MERCENARIES IN J A K * 
CAUVERY WATERS ACCORD AFTERMATH ♦ "INDIA N- 
WEAPONS ^ATF: US ♦ HIU STATE ♦ FOCUS ON SOCIAL 
FACTOR ♦ POVERTY ON THE DEO-INE ♦ 

Crisis over Byelections 

T he Chief Election Commissioner, T.N. Seshan, sud» 
denly created a new crisis in the country on August 
2 by ordering the postponement of all elections to bodi 
Houses of Parliament, State Assend)lles and Legislative 
Cotmclls untU the Centre concedes that the Election Com¬ 
mission has hUl powers under the Constitution to select 
the staff for conducting polls. 

The Chief Election Commissioner blamed the Centaral 
Government for the deadlock. He decided not to take 
action to hold any elections for which it has authority until 
the Government accepts hltf plea and abides by the 
provisions of the Constitution. He accused die Centre of 
"open defiance" of the Constitution. 

The elections thus cancelled were: to the Rajya Sabha 
from Giqarat and West Bengal, to Legislative Councils in 
Bihar and Maharashtra, Lok Sabha by-elections from Ot- 
tapalam and Palani and some Assembly seats in Tamil 
Nadu and West Bengal. 

In a letter, Mr T.N. Seshan stated it was essential to 
ensure that all die rights granted to the CE by the Con- 
sdtudon are enstued to him unequivocally. 

The interruption in the electoral process has created 
several complex legal problems for the Government 
which is urgently considering, in consultation with 
leaders of all the political parties, various proposals to 
overcome the crisis. 

Rao Ministiy Survives 

A fter several days of suspense and intense lobby¬ 
ing which presumably included horse-trading in 
vuious rorms, the 25-month old Narasimha Rao Govern- 
menL on July 28, survived die no-confidence moticm 
sponsored by the Opposition parties in the Lok Sabha. 
The Government scrajpped mough with 265 votes 
against die CPM-sponsciiKl motion and25T!ih its favour; 
a margin of only 14 votes. The split in ^^Ajit) group. 
and dw subsequent sujf^rt of its seven.rebd MPs tilted 
die balance in favour of the Government Apart from these 
seven members, the Government also secu^ the support 


of eight more M.P.s, including four of the JMM (Soren), 
horn outside its fold. 

The breakdown of 265 votes for the ruling party was: 
Congress—248, (JD) (A) rebels—seven, JMM (Sorwi)— 
four, nominated—two, Kerala Congress (M)—one, SSP-^ y'. 
one, MPP—one and Independent—one. The Kerala i? 
Congress (M) and the SSP are Congress allies. The Coni* ' 

S ess has voting strengtii of 248 in the House cunendy 
ving 532 members at present. It was die third no-ccm* 
fidcnce motion faced by the Rao Government 

The strongest attack on the Rao regime was launched 
by the Leader of the Opposition, Mr A.B. Vajpayee, who 
listed its lapses. He accused the ministry of encouraging 
corruption and failing to take effective steps to tackle 
economic and other problems. He demanded the resigns* 
tion of die Govemmfflit and the Prime Minister himself 
had come under suspicion. The Government had been 
rocked by one scandal after another, placing corruption 
high on the national agenda. 

Mr Vajpayee also criticised the Government on die 
economic front, maintaining that while the "slight 
improvemait" in the economic situaticm had been high¬ 
lighted, it had failed to tackle problems of mounting 
foreign debts, poor export performance, absence of a 
proper exit policy and the rising oil import bill. Harshad 
Mehta's pay-off allegation against Mr Narasimha Rao 
exemplified corruption in high places. The scandals had 
eroded the prople's faith in the Government. He 
wondered why the stockbroker's charge was not refuted 
categorically and promptly. The delay had strengthened 
the suspicion in the people's mind. 

Rflo's dtfence: In his reply to the debate, the Prime 
Minister did not refer to the scandals but stoutly defended 
the Government's economic policies, saying-that the ill 
effects of rapid liberalisation had been anticipated and 
provided for in the Eighth Plan with a provision of Rs 
30,000 crore for rural development. 

The policy being implemented in tiie country "has a 
human face". The fears of total unemployment had 
proved baseless. He referred to the decline m inflation rate 
hrom 17 per cent in 1990 to 5.4 per cent in 1993. Referring 
to the Babri Masjid issue, Mr Rao said two draft trust 
deeds had been prepared in consultation with the Law 
Ministry. 

The Prime Minister referred to a record four times 
increase in outlay for rural development in the Eighth 
Plan, 60 per cent rise in allocation in the health sector, 37.6 
per cent in case of education and 29.6 per cent for agricul¬ 
ture. TTie country had a reconj procurement of 180.3 mil- 

* . 
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lion tonnes of foodgrains this year. 

JD(Ajit) Splits: The 20-member Janata Dal (A) par¬ 
liamentary party split when seven of its members led by 
Mr Ram I^khan Yadav met the Speaker, Mr Shivraj Patil, 
and submitted a petition that they may be recognised as a 
separate group, the 20-member Janatal Dal (A) group in 
the Ix)k Sabha was formed last year when it parted com¬ 
pany with the Janata Dal. The Janata Dal, whose strength 
was 59, got reduced to 39 after this split in August 1992. 
The seven members under the leadership of Mr Ram 
Lakhan were later admitted into the Congress, bypassing 
the Anti-defection law. 

Bills on Religion-Politics Link 

T wo measures designed to de-link religion from 
politics were introduced in the I-ok Sabha on July 29. 
The non-B.J.P. parties extended their support to the Bills 
in principle. One of these, the Constitution (80th Amend¬ 
ment) Bill, 1993, was referred to a Joint Select Committee 
which was directed to report on them within a fortnight 
so that the measures could be passed in the monsoon 
session itself. The support of two-thirds of Lok Sabha 
members is required to pass this crucial amendment. 

Union Home Minister Chavan tried to allay the ap¬ 
prehensions of the members that the Bill would take away 
some of the rights and liberties given to the people by 
other provisions of the Constitution. The country, accord¬ 
ing to him, had suffered heavily all these years due to the 
mixing of religion with politics and there had been a 
feeling for some time that the Government should bring 
such a bill. The Government had brought the bill "to fulfil 
the aspirations of the people". 

The opposition leaders felt, however, that the aim was 
not to prevent the mixing of religion with politics but to 
suppress some of the movements launched by certain 
political parties and trade unions. They pointed out that 
nowhere in the measures was "communalism" men¬ 
tioned, although they were ostensibly meant to check it. 

Chaos Threat in West Bengal 

A lthough chief Minister Jyoti Basu recently com¬ 
pleted a record 16 years of office, the latest predic¬ 
tions indicate that there would soon be political violence, 
chaos and instability in West Bengal. Violent movements 
might become the order of the day in the State because of 
the growing discontent against the Marxists who have 
been in power. 

Miss Mamta Banerjee, M.P., happens to be a focal 
point for giving vent to the people's dissatisfaction with 
the partisan rule of the CPM-led Left Front Government. 
She and her Youth Congress supporters have taken up the 
task of daring the police and the CPM cadres on the streets 
of Calcutta. 

The growing discontent against the CPM is mainly 
attributed to the party's virtual stranglehold of the State 
administration, the municipalities and the panchayats for 
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the last 16 years. This has given rise to a powerful class of 
party loyalists. While this class has cornered jobs and 
benehts offered by the Government, it has left millions of 
educated youth jobless. There are over five million 
registered unemployed in the State. 

Extremists control most of Tiripura: The'claimby the 
government in North-East India that the law and order 
situation has improved and that "the situation is well in 
hand" has been found to be baseless. Reports show that 
the situation in Tripura, for instance, has worsened with 
the writ of various extremist outfits running unchecked in 
most areas. * 

The situation is reiruniscent of 1987-88 when the Left 
Front administration was virtually paralysed because of 
the increasing onslaught by the Tripura National Volun¬ 
teers (TNV). The extremists control 64 per c«\t of the area 
of the State with most people, including government offi¬ 
cials, businessmen, contractors and traitsport operators, 
forced to contribute regularly to theic kitty. Of tire 45 
police stations, 21 including one in the capital, are stated 
to be under the sway of extremists. 

Many government officials have been forced to aban¬ 
don their duties under pressure from the extremists, who 
impose levies on them. Important roads and highways 
have become unsafe for private transport as extremists 
indulge in looting and terrorising passengers. Cases of 
kidnapping for huge ransom have also been on the in¬ 
crease. An interesting ofishoot of the spurt in extremist 
activity has been that two surrendered TNV activists, who 
had been rehabilitated, have now gone underground to 
save themselves from the Tripura Tribal Force. 

Foreign Mercenaries in J & K 

T wice in recent weeks, the security forces have 
found foreign merceturies operating in Jammu and 
Kashmir. They discovered a Pakistani Inter-Services Intel¬ 
ligence (ISI)-sponsored militant group comprising 
predominantly foreign mercenaries and havmg subver¬ 
sive contacts all over the coimtiy. The presence of this 
unique militant group, identified as Harquatul-Jehad Is- 
lami (HUJI), was revealed with the arrest of one of its 
members identified as a resident of Srinagar. The group, 
established in September last year, include persons ftom 
Sudan, Afghanisten, the United Arab Emirates (UAE), 
I.ebanon and Pakistan. 

Although the presence of foreign mercenaries in 
Kashmir is an established fact, the HUJI, with its 
countrywide contacts, fiireaten subveraive and sabotage 
activities even beyond the borders of Kashmir. The 
doctrine of the HUJI is stated to be firat "Kashmir is 
Allah's territory and we have to fight to establish in it— 
Allah's rule". It is believed titat all fire non-Pakistani 
foreign mercenaries have been recruited by the Pakistani 
ISI with the aim of boosting the moAle'of the Kashmiri 
militants and demoralising the security forces. 

Accordirtg to intelligence ageticies, there are about 
1,5{X) foreign mercenaries operating in tire Valley with 



about 3,0Q0 more waiting to cross over fix>m POK where 
they are camping. The number of foreign mercenaries 
killed in die Valley till date are 29. 

At one time security forces in the Valley had counted 
123 militant groups, most of which have since either gone 
defunct or merged with others. The pro-Pak Hizbul 
Mujahideen leads in strength and weapon holdings 
which are estimated at 8,000 and 7J000 respectively. The 
pro-independence JKLF accounts for about 5,500 activists 
anrf 2,000 weapons, followed by the A1 Jehad with a 
strength of 3,500 and about 2,500 weapons. 

Most Powerful Terrorist Group: Although the U.S. 
has deferred a decision, fresh evidence points to the fact 
that Islamabad's Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) is the 
Third World's most powerful "terrorist" and intelligence 
organisation. It has 10,000 to 15,000 foreign mercenaries 
on its payroll to export terrorism to Kashmii^ Central 
Asian republics and Middle East countries, according to 
former Kashmir Governor Jagmohan. 

Quoting figures based on US sources, Mr Jagmohan 
says that in 1992 the laundered drug money with the ISI 
was to the tune of three billion US dollars, roughly 
equivalent to Pakistan's five defence budgets. 

This financial windfall had encouraged the agency to 
bring sponsored terrorism to its most "dangerous and 
lethal stage in Kashmir". 

At present the foreign mercenary inflow into Kash¬ 
mir is only a trickle with anodier 8,(K)0 to 10,000 massed 
on the border "ready to be poured in". The recent up¬ 
swing in the use of sophisticated landmines was the 
handiwork of mercenaries, who had been assigned spe¬ 
cial tasks by the ISI. 

Between January, 1992, and March, 1993, there had 
been 3467 attacks by militants on security forces which 
had led to 185 security force casualties, compared to 805 
militants being killed until 1992. The security forces had 
captured 479 machine guns, 455 rocket launchers, 8505 
grenades, 7851 Kalishnikov rifles, 1625 land and anti-ar¬ 
mour mines, 2616 pistols and 9,04321 rounds of ammuni¬ 
tion. 

Despite these huge seizure, it appears that militants 
are not miming out of ammunition, which dearly meant 
that their supply lines were working overtime and that 
they had set up arms dumps within the Valley. Leakage of 
government revenue had assumed alarming proportions 
in the militancy-hit State, with almost 30 to 40 per cent of 
expenditure ending up in the coffers of die militants. 
According to Mr Jagmohan, almost all development 
works in Kashmir Valley are only on paper with all 
planned outlay flowing to militants "who use it in des¬ 
tabilising operations". 

Cauvery Waters Accord 
aftermath ,. 

T he sudden, dramatic protest by the Tamil Nadu 
C^ief Ministe^ M'Ss Jayalalitha, by going on an 


indefinite fast ended (m July 21,80 honire after it be^n,. 
following dte Uition Water Resources htinister, Mr V.C 
Shukla's assurance that the interim mder of the Cauvety : 
Water Dispute Tribunal will be implemented. According' 1 
to the assurance, the Centre will set up a committee to ; 
monitor the ground realities in implementing file ' 
tribunal's interim award. 

, 4' 

But in Karnataka, the State Government declared in < 
unequivocal terms that the proposals mooted by Mr V.C ; 
Shukla, in his effort to defuse the crisis on Cauvery waters, | 
were "not acceptable to it". Karnataka had been consis- 
tently opposed to the constitution of a mcHUtoting or 
implementation committee. 

After breaking her fast, Ms Jayalalitha described Mr 
Shukla's assurance as a "great victory". "This is what we > 
had been asking for the past two years", she said. 

Mr Shukla. had given her some specific suggestions to .. 
solve the cauvery waters dilute. On July 27, howeveiv Ms . 
Jayalalitha complained that the people of Tamil Nadu had 
been taken for a ride by the Centre l^ause no monitoring 
committee had beat set up so far. V 

Breakthrou^t in Bofors Case: After a long interval, 
there was a notable breakthrough in the Bofors gun case 
on July 21 when the Swiss Federal Court dismissed all ' 
appeals seeking to block release of information inconnec¬ 
tion with the Bofors pay-off case. CBI officers are in touch 
with their Swiss counterparts to complete the investiga¬ 
tions into the case which has been pending for some years. 
However, the actual transfer of relevant information, in¬ 
cluding the names of the beneficiaries of the pay-off might 
take some weeks as the Swiss investigating judge was yet 
to decide which documents should be made available to ; 
the CBI. 

Dismissing the allegations that tihe CBI was going ; 
slow on the investigations, a spokesman said that it was 
only through the efforts of the Bureau that such a major 
boost had been given to the investigations. When relevant ■> 

documents came into the possession of the Bureau, the 
officers would be able to continue the investigations and 
register cases under the Indian Penal Code (IPC) . 
wherever necessary. 

Commenting on the Swiss Supreme Court order, the 
CBI spokesman said the decision had removed "all bot¬ 
tlenecks in the case relating to release of documents in five 
frozen accounts in Geneva". On July 23 the CBI cori- ! 
firmed foat it had received the names of seven appellants 
who had sought to block the transfer of documents rdat- 
ing to the Bofors deal. These include the Hindujas, Mr Win 
Cmdha, Mr Ottavio Quattorchi (an active Italian residing 
in India), the Jubilee Finance and the Swenska firm. 

"India N-weapons State": US 

A nother indication of persistent American ; 

prejudice against India canw in toe third week of 
July when a U.S. official disclosed that the Clinton Ad- , -f 
ndnistration regards India as a State pursuing a nuclear | 
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weapons programme. The official, Ms Robin Lynn 
Raphal, told the Senate Foreign Relations Committee that 
both India and Pakistan were believed to be following a 
nuclear weapons prograrmne. 

The US is continuing to work out some arrangement 
towards nuclear non-proliferation in the region but had 
failed in this attempt. This, the US official asserted, was 
because India rejected the proposal for a five-power ac¬ 
cord between Pakistan, China, Russia and the US. In Sep¬ 
tember the US will again initiate talks to resolve the 
nuclear proliferation issue. 

The Clinton administration considered Kashmir as a 
disputed territory with India, Pakistan and the Kashmiri 
people as parties to the dispute. A lasting solution to the 
dispute was possible only if the views of the Kashmiri 
people were taken into consideration. The effort to end 
^uth Asian conflicts, whether it was the Indo-Pak ten¬ 
sions or the instability in Afghanistan, was an essential 
component of promoting US interests in the sub-con¬ 
tinent. "It is especially important to our security interests 
In the region—stopping the spread of weapons of mass 
destruction and their means of delivery", she said. 

Hill State 

T he political leaders seeking the establishment of a 
separate autonomous hill State in Assam scored a 
moral victory through a landmark judgment of the 
Guwahati High Court in July quashing the Assam 
Government's order dissolving the Karbi Anglong Dis¬ 
trict Council. It was a severe setback to the Chief Minister, 
Mr Hiteshwar Saikia. 

The abrupt order of the Government last year dissolv¬ 
ing the council two months before its term was to expire 
in January had caused surprise. The reason given for the 
action was "financial and administrative irregularities". 
Strong protests were lodged by the powerful Karbi 
Students' Association (KSA) which organised bandhs in 
the two hill districts, including that of North Cachar. 
Several people died in the violence that followed. The 
Government appealed to the Supreme Court against the 
verdict which said the dissolved District Council should 
be restored within two weeks. 

The autonomous State would comprise the districts of 
Karbi Anglong and North Cachar. 

At the end of J uly the Assam Government revived the 
controversial Karbi Anglong Council after formally 
withdrawing its appeal before the Supreme Court against 
the High Court's verdict quashing the State 
administation's notification taking over the Council. 

Focus on Social Factor 

R ealising, rather belatedly, that the country's sal¬ 
vation lies in human development and improving 
the quality of life, the Union Finance Ministry has publish¬ 
ed a paper that lays emphasis on these aspects. The paper 
puts forth the main objective for reforms as a rapid and 


sustained improvement. It gives the assurance that for 
achieving the new aim, higher budgetary provision will 
be made for the social sector which includes educatiem 
and health. 

The paper recognises that fostering an economic en¬ 
vironment to promote rapid broad-based develcmment 
will require decisions accompanied by reforms of laws, 
rules and procedures. It expresses confidence that this can 
be done and cites the example of several East Asian 
countries—China, Indonesia, Korea, Thailand and 
Malaysia—which have transformed themselves within 
the period of a generation. 

Viewing foreign direct investment is an important 
source of non-debt inflows and technology flows, the 
paper sets aside any fears of private foreign investment 
swamping the country's economy. Its proportion in total 
• industrial investment will remain less trun 4 per cent even 
if private foreign Investment reached $ 1 billion by 1995- 
96. 

! 

Poverty on the Decline 

O FFia AL data are often misleading, but if the latest 
statistics are to be accepted 9 s portraying the cor¬ 
rect position, there are fewer people in India now than 
they were five years ago. The percentage of population 
below the poverty line in rural areas has droppeef, official 
sources claimed in July. In 1977-78 as many as 51.2 percent 
of the people in rural areas were below the poverty line 
and the percentage fell to 33.4 in 1987-88. fee sources 
relied on the quinquennial survey of household expendi¬ 
ture conducted by the National Sample Survey Organisa¬ 
tion (NSSO). 

During the Eighth Plan, it is proposed to create a 
minimum of 1,000 million man-days each year in the form 
of supplemental employment under the Jawahar Rozgar 
Yojna (JRY). This would further bring down the rate of 
population below tiie poverty line, the sources further 
claimed. It is also proposed to assist about 12.6 million 
families under the Integrated Rural Development 
Programme (IRDP) during the Plan. 

Though the poverty line was drawn at an income 
level of Rs 11,000, the assistance imder the Central 
schemes was targeted primarily at families with annual 
income below Ks 8,500 with utmost priority to families 
with annual incomes up to Rs 6,000. The coverage related 
specifically to the Scli^uled Castes/Schedul^ Tribes, 
women, liberated bcxided labourers and the physically 
handicapped. 

‘Jobs for all' a mirage? India's labour force had 
grown in the 1980s at a rate higher than that of population 
increase, but the pace of employment generation slowed 
down so that the current decade faces imcertain prospects 
of achieving the objective of near-fqjl employment by 
2000 AD, especially as the thrust of structural reforms is 
on modernisation and scale economies. 

According to Labour Ministry data, unemployment. 
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eatlmated at23 million in 1992, would rise to 94 million by 
2002 A.D. unless ihe rate of employment grows by 2.6 to 
2.8 per cent as against ti\e l.w per cent in the decade 
ended 1987-88. 

The labour force in 1991 was about 315 million (225 
million males and 90 million females) out of the ^al 
population of 838 million. Empio}miient in tuban and 
rural areas was 30.44 and ^.24 per cent respectively. The 
Labour Ministry report for 1992-93 says between 1981 and 
1991, rural labourers increased from ^ to 221 million with 
a high incidence of poverty. Government proposes to 
bring forward a bill on conditions of work for agricultural 
labour as recommended by the National Commission on 
Rural Labour. 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

♦ U.S.A.: SPREADINQ WINQS IN ASIA ♦ RUSSIA : YS.TSIN'S 
POLITICAL VICTORY ♦ U.K ; PM. SURVIVES CONFIDENCE 
VOTE ♦ MIDDLE EAST: ISRAEL'S WM AGAINST LEBANON ♦ 
PAKISTAN ; FVIESIDENT AND PM. QUIT ♦ SOUTH AFRICA : 
DEMOCRATIC SET-UP ♦ JAPAN : POLITICAL SWITCH ♦ 
MYANMAR: MIUTARYJUNTA WINS ♦ 

U.S.A. 

Spreading Wings in Asia 

A S part of a long-term political and military policy, 
the US has lately been strengthening its influence 
and contacts in South-East Asia. Through its military 
presence it is apparently anxious to counter similar 
policies being pursued by China in a subtle manner. On 
July 26 the U.S. endorsed the establishment of a new 
security arrangement in Asia, an effort that some Asian 
officials regard as a potential NATO-style defence pact. 
The move, made at a forum held at Singapore, was en¬ 
dorsed by Foreign Ministers at the Association of Soudi- 
East Asian Nations. 

Foreign Ministers from 18 Asian and Pacific countries, 
as well as horn Russia, China and the U.S., attended the 
forum. "We need new regional security dialt^es to meet 
common challenges", the US Secretary of State, Mr War¬ 
ren Christopher, said at the ASEAN meeting. 

By joining this forum, die Clinton Administration is 
departing from past opposition to an Asian security 
dialogue. The U.S. will be "actively engaged" in Asia. It 
will remain an Asian-PaciSc power. "We will abide by our 
solemn treaty obligation, continue our forward military 
presence and work with nations in the region", a U.S. 
official declared. 

More U.S. Weapons for Pak: The latest reports show 
diat, in accordance with the softer policy on Pakistan, the 
U.S. Administratipn has latdy been selling more arms to 
Islamabad. Its arms exports transactions with Pakistan are 
estimated to touch $ 24.4 million in fi^l 1993—sevoi 
times more than fte figure fen* die previous year. 

In 1994 the U.S. would sell arms worth $ 12.23 million 
to Pakistan. The U.S. arms sales to India during 1992-94 


<» 

would amount to $ 4.27 miUlon, $ 15 J4 million and f 7.2^:'4 
million, respectively. The Bush administration had ruled : 
that mUitaty spares were not barred for Pakistan undtlr. ^ 
the Pressler Amendment, the Qinton Administration la 
continuing that policy. 

U.S. interest in China! Another report by the State , > 
Department and Defence Security Assistance Agency says .; 
that U.S. objectives on China include encouraging 
progress on key concerns, including trade, non-prolirara-..: 
tion of arms and human rights. The U.S. also has an 
interest in "peaceful transition" of China "towards a 
democratic society". 

The Bush administration did not seek to convert 
China into a democracy. It was more interested in enhanc¬ 
ing U.S. security by "developing an enduring military 
relationship with China", encouraging a Chinese forei^ 
policy that contributes to regional stability", and improv- . 
ing human rights performance. 

Meanwhile, the House of Representatives has sought - 
to eliminate die $ 345,000 international military educatirat 
and training programme for India, unless this country 
repeals its anti-terrorism laws. 

Clinton toarits N. Korea; The U.S. President has 
warned N. Korea "If the Communists ever develop and 
use nuclear weapons, it would be the end of their • 
country." While touring one of the last outposts of the ; ;* 
Cold War, Mr Clinton surveyed the heavily fortified \ 
North Korean border from the clemilitarized zone separat¬ 
ing the pro-western South Korea from its arch rival the 
North. He told the 36,(X)0 American troops stationed in . 
South Korea that as commander-in-chief he would make 
sure diat U.S. military strength is kept strong, despite the 
end of the Cold War and cutbacks in defence spending. 
There is clearly a line below which we cannot go. Our 
armed forces must still be able to fight and win at a 
moment's noFce", he told the cheering troops. ' ; 

N. Tests Suspended: Responding at last to public i 
pressure. President Clinton announced the suspension of 
nuclear weapons testing and called on the world's other 
nuclear powers to follow suit. The U.S. will not test it$ 
nuclear warheads at least until October 1,1994—as long 
as other nuclear powers don't. 

"If these nations join us in observing this moratorium, .; 

we will be in the strongest possible position to negotiate a 
comprehoisive test ban and to discourage other nations | 
from developing their own nuclear arsenals", Mr Clinton 
said. All the five nuclear powers (U.S., U.K., France, C^rui ! 
and Russia) have been observing a testing moratorium !, 
since last year. 'Tf, however, this moratorium is broken by , ;' 
another nation", Mr Clinton warned, "I will direct the 
department of energy to prepare to conduct additiorud 
tests." '/ 

U.S. Woos China: Further evidence is now available * 
to show that the U.S. applies its yardsticks to nations wiffi ' 
deep-rooted economic and political motives. The implicit ■{' 
discrimination does not seem to bother the policy-maJwra 
in Washington. The country now earnestly wooed is, 
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fj' ’ Chinawhosefaultsarebeingoverlooked. For instance, on 
Jaly 22, the US House of Representatives voted to con¬ 
tinue China's most-favoured nations trade status despite 
Beiiing's poor human rights record and its sales of high- 
tecn weapons to other countries. The House rejected a 
resolution that would have revoked the trade status, after 
opponents argued that President Clinton should be given 
time to pressurise China to improve its human rights 
record. 

The U.S. has declared that human rights are the 
"centrepiece of its foreign policy", but a Democrat Con¬ 
gressman pointed out recently that China remains one of 
the most serious human rights violators in the entire 
world. Besides, China has been shipping nuclear and 
other missiles to Pakistan and other countries. The U.S. 
overlooks this fact. 

Largest seller of Arms: Both the U.S. and the UK. 
have now emerged as the largest sellers of weapons to the 
Third World. V^ile Britain has offered various types of 
' arms which have become obsolete, the USA is willing to 
supply high-tech weaponry which had proved effective in 
the Gulf War. The end of military competition from the 
Soviet Union has led the U.S. to become the predominant 
arms supplier to the Third World. 

While the total value of Russian arms transfer agree¬ 
ments with the Third World fell dramatically from $ 5.9 
billion in 1991 to $ 1.3 billion in 1992, US arms transfer 
agreements accounted for $ 14 billion in 1991 and $ 13.6 
billion in 1992. 

In 1992, Taiwan, Saudi Arabia and Kuwait were the 
leading purchasers from the US, with total orders to the 
value of $ 11.7 billion. While Taiwan agreed to purchase 
150 F-16 planes, Saudi Arabia bought 112 Patriot missile 
tire units, associated missiles and expensive military sup- | 
port services. 

The study "Conventional Arms Transfers to the Third 
World, 1985-1992" notes that the US will make major sales 
of advanced arms to friendly Third World States when¬ 
ever it believes that US naticmal interests will be advanced 
by doing so. Both the IMF and the World Bank have been 
pressing Third World nations to divert funds from 
defence to development. But the effort has not proved 
very successful. Naturally, US arms manufacturers have 
been lobbying for arms supply contracts with various 
countries. India received arms worth 9.2 billion dollars 
during 1985-92. 

Russia 

Yeltsin's Political Victory 

P RESIDENT Boris Yeltsin's constitutional convention 
overwhelmingly approved a final draft in mid-July 
for a post-Soviet charter that would create a constitution 
needed for a new Russia. This was a major political vic¬ 
tory of Mr Yeltsin over his rivals; 433 of tlw participants in 
tile conference voted for the new draft. Adoption of the 
new draft came in the wake of a controversy sparked off 
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by the decision of several regions to upgrade themselves 
to republican status. There were 63 abstentions. 

The conflict between republics and regions—both are 
subjects of tiie Russian federation, though tiie latter have 
more economic powers—^is threatening the integrity of 
Russia. The 700 delegates would still have to determine 
how to adopt the draft to make it legal. It also must be 
approved by Russia's regions and republics. The draft 
would allow private property, ensure the rights of the 
I regions and republics, and unseat the Soviet era Congress 
that has thwarted Mr Yeltsin's market reforms. 

Mr Yeltsin tried to bypass his parlianfbntary op¬ 
ponents by proposing that the mainly hand-picked con¬ 
stitutional assembly become a permanent body, the 
assembly's next task would be to draft a new election law. 
The documents would be up for public comment. "We are 
at the beginning of a long road", the President told 
delegates. 

Shameful Surrender: The Speaker of the Russian Pai> 
liament and some otiter bitter rivals of President Boris 
Yeltsin have described Russian surrender to the U.S. on 
the cryogenic deal with India as "shameful" and a "dis¬ 
grace to the country". The one-sided cancellation of the 
contract would result in loss of Ruraia's credibility, they 
contended. Russia will have to bear the serious conse¬ 
quences of moral and economic damage, besides the set¬ 
ting of an unhealthy precedent. 

The Speaker alleged that in the past two years rela¬ 
tions between Moscow and New Delhi have been 
governed not by Russia's own interests but in accordance 
with US foreign policy objectives. He also warned that the 
retreat on the Indian deal opened the possibility of a 
negative impact on tire recent agreement with Malaysia 
for the sale of Russian MlG-29 military aircraft which, 
according to him, are to be serviced in India. 

Certain sources indicated that the scope of the con¬ 
tract was still open-ended with a division on the question 
whether it violates international missile non-proliferation 
norms or not, and the probable loss of face and reliability 
as an Indian partner. 

The Russian Parliament has also used tire issue to 
open anotiier front against the foreign policy orientatiem 
of President Yeltsin's team. It voted a resolution which 
will require parliamentary ratification of any agreements 
reached by the government relating to the Missile Tech¬ 
nology Control Regime (MTCR). 

Earlier reports showed tiiat differences had arisen 
between the US and Russia on the rockets deal. The daily 
"Izvestia" had suggested that tripartite talks should be 
held among India, Russia and the US to find a solution to 
the dispute. That was the only way out of the impasse 
since it had become a "stumbling block" in tihe way of 
Russia-U.S. sj>ae<S‘research cooperatiotwDuring the tdks, 
the daily said, fijdia should guarantee titat the engines 
would be used only for peaceful spSce research.' 

Izvestia opposed the US deftiand for scrapping the 




deal aaying "India is our old partner in scientific, teduucal 
«td m^itaiy fields and the scrapping of the contract, 
would be seen as Russia's weakness and as kneeling 
under pressure from an imperialist super power". 

Izvestia added: "the scrapping of the contract would 
deal a painful blow to our partnership." Besides, India is 
to some extent a leader of the Third World and her voice 
is heeded. We will earn the reputation of an unreliable, 
ui^redictabl^artner, depending too much on die mercy 
of the USA. "This will undermine the position of Russia 
in all world markets." 

U.K 

PM., survives confidence vote 

P RIME Minister John Major, lately in trouble over 
British stand on the Maastricht Treaty, survived a 
parliamentary challenge to his leadership on July 23. The 
House of Commons voted in favour of a motion of con¬ 
fidence in his policies on the treaty for a closer European 
Union. On a day of high drama and excitement, the Prime 
Minister emerged victorious in the battle of nerves with 
Tory party Euro-rebels, who earlier forced a hymiliating 
defeat on the Government on die Treaty issue. The con¬ 
fidence vote, moved by Mr Major to resolve the 
Maastricht issue "once and for all" and to prevent "the 
stalemate over Eun^ poisoning the polifical atmosphere 
any longer", was carried by 339 votes to 299—a majority 
of 40 with practically all the 23 Tory Euto-r^els falling in 
line with the party whip in the face of the threat of a 
mid-term poll held out by Mr Major. 

Proud of its imperial past and jealous of its security as 
an island nation, Britain has Icmg been the most reluctant 
partner in the European Community. Arguments about 
ceding powers to Europe led to ^e downfall of Mr 
Major's predecessor, Margaret Thatcher, in 1990. After 
winning a national election in April 1992, with a sharply 
reduced majority, Mr Major was at the mercy of diehard 
opponents of European union in his own party. 

Extradition Jheaty Ratified: The British Parliament 
has at last ratified the historic Indo-British extradition 
treaty, ushering in a new era of bilateral cooperation be¬ 
tween the two countries in combating international ter¬ 
rorism. The House <rf Commons on July 21 approved widi 
an overwhelming majority the John Major Government's 
decisions to bring India into line with the Suppression of 
Terrorism Act, 1^8, which removes die political defence 
in extradition cases from certain serious offences as¬ 
sociated widi terrorism. 

Widi this the British Parliament has completed the 
radficatiini Jjrocess erf tiifi Indo-Brttish extradition treaty 
rigned between the two countries in September, 1992, and 
sent a clear signal tq anti-Indian extremists operating horn 
British soil that there will be no safe havqi for them in the 
UK and tiiat die British-based patrons of Indian terrorist 
groups would not be allowed to operate with Impunity. 

The treaty replaces the existing extradition arrange¬ 



ments widi India in die framework erf the general 4 

monwealdi scheme under the long ditad and ineffectiyel >S 
Fugitive Offenders Act. It bruigs Britain's extradition 
rangements with India at par ^di moat Whst EurojpeaIi^' f- 
countries and die USA. The legal regime whidh the treaty 
provides for will reinforce the Briti^ Government's uiie- 
quivocal resolve to support India in die fight against ter-;.;; 
rorism in J & K and Punjab. 4 

The two countries have already signed an agreement : 
on ccmfiscation on a reciprocal basis erf extremi^' assets 
which, coupled with the British Charities Act will prevent Ji 
illegal movement of money and its laundering, especially . . T 
through religious institutions for funding terrorist ac- 
tivities in Punjab and Kashmir. The agreement of cimfis^ 
cation of terrorists' funds too, is the first of its kind in die 
world. 

Middle East 

Israel's war Against Lebanon 

T owards the end of July Israel started an offensive 
against Lebanon by bombing die latter's military .i 
bases. Israel widi warplanes, helicopter gunships and f 
hundreds of artillery shells, made the worst Israeli attack . f 
on Lebanon since its 1982 invasion. Guerrillas in Lebanon ' • 
responded with barrages of rockets on Israeli positions in !; 
South Lebanon and settlements in northern Israel. There 
were several casualties. It was a dramatic escalation in the 
fighting between Israeli troops and pro-Iranian and > 
Syrian-backed guerrillas oppeJsed to West Asia peace 
talks. The focus of the clashes has been a strip of southern 
Lebanon that Israel has occupied since 1985 as a "security * 

zone" against cross-border guerrilla attacks. 

Israeli gunboats hammered Palestinian bases and a , 
refugee camp near the northern Lebanese coastal town of., / 
Tripoli. Israeli forces issued a warning to Lebanese 
civilians to evacuate villages north of the "security zone". 
Israel maintains die "security zone" (of its own making) . > 
in southern Lebanon in defiance of UN resolutions calling 
on it to withdraw its force from that strip. 

Early in August the U.S., through its Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher, made efforts to settle the dis¬ 
pute and put the West Asia peace process back on the 
track. 

Iraij Accepts UN Demand: Following persistent pres- ^ 

sure and to get the facility of exporting a part of its oil, Iraq 
agreed, late in July, to the Security Council demand for a .( 
long-term monitoring body to ensure that Baghdad f 
refrains from acquiring or building weapons of mass .? 
destruction and missiles of more than 150 kms range. This 
climbdown may ease the U.N. sanctions against Iraq. But { 
the issue of c^erating surveillance cameras at two missile '} 

sites, as demanded by the U.N. inspectors, is yet to be ’ 
sorted out. ^ 

The latest confrontation between Iraq and UN began .. ' 
when Baghdad refused to allow the world body's inspec- , J 
tors to install cameras at the missile sites. Earlier, Iraq had s; 
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rejected the idea of monitoriM on the plea dtat it would 
infrinn on ito sovereignty. Tne deteriorating economic 
conditions might have forced Iraq to change its mind. 

The talks Iraq has holding with UN officials on 
modalities of selling $ 1.6 billion worth of dl to buy 
essential requirements might have been in jeopardy if 
it had not accepted long-term monitoring in prin¬ 
ciple. 

Diplomats have expressed doubts whether the Coun¬ 
cil will soon ease sanctions substantially but it could start 
a dialogue which ultimately might achieve that result. Not 
all Security Cotmcil members are rigid on keeping the 
present sanctions regime intact. 

Under a Security Council resolution, Iraq is entitled to 
export $1.6 billion worth of oil. Out of this, 30 per cent will 
go for paying compensation to victims of Iraqi aggression 
on Kuwait and the rest used for financing importe of 
essential commodities for its people. But the process will 
be strictly monitored by the U.N. 

A later report stated that the Security Council had 
decided against relaxing the sanctions on Iraq, contend¬ 
ing that Baghdad was yet to comply fully with its 
resolutions. 

Pakistan 

President and PM. Quit 

T he prolonged political crisis in Pakistan virtually 
ended on July 18 when, following a compromise 
settlement among the top leaders sponsored by the Army 
Chief, Gen Abdul Waheed Kakkar, both President 
Ghulam Ishaq Khan and Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif 
resigned their posts. The Senate Chairman, Mr Wasim 
Sajjad, took over as the provisional President, and Mr 
Moeen Qureshi as the provisional Prime Minister. The 
National Assembly was dissolved. 

The Troika was of tlie view that the new set-up must 
not be political but neutral. The country will go to the 
polls on October 6. The National Government and the four 
provincial governments were also dissolved. Small 
Caretaker regimes assumed charge at the capitals. Their 
main task is to ensure free and fair polls to enable the 
people to have the final say. 

The political parties in Pakistan are now gearing up 
for the October elections. The Jamaat-i-IsIami, which 
broke away from the IJT, declared that it would not enter 
into political or electoral alliances with any party. It had 
participated in the 1988 and 1990 elections as a constituent 
of the Islamic Jamhoori Ittehad (IJI). The Jamaat is trying 
to form an alliance of Islamic parties but there are few 
takers for the interpretation of Islam that the party 
propagates. Actually, there is a tussle between the landed 
gentry (led by Mr Ishaq Khan) and businessmen led by Mr 
Nawaz Sharif. 

Although opposition leaders were kept out of the 
talks on the paclUge of appointments, Ms Benazir Bhutto 
and her alliance leaders have expressed optimism that 


"good people" will replace the present machinery. 
Neutral Governors and caretaker Chief Ministers for 
Punjab, Sindh, NWFP and Baluchistan were also an* 
nounced. 

The ou^oing President Ishaq Khan, announcing his 
resignation, said, "When die dust on die allcsations set* 
ties down, history will decide in my favour, fhave been 
accused of every sin and my record of following die 
Constitution and my 50 years of service have been for¬ 
gotten. 

Pak "Not Terrorist State": For several months the ' 
U.S. had kept the sword of Damocles hanging over Pakis¬ 
tan with the threat of declaring it "a terrorist State", hi 
mid-July Washington decided to spare Pakistan the ordeal 
and made it known that it had no intention of taking such 
action for the present, but would continue watching diat 
country's policies. 

The stigma and consequences of such a declaration 
would have been nasty for most Pakistanis. However, the 
treatment meted out by the US to the "declared" countries 
differs widely. Wldi the total stoppage of aid, the US has 
been left witii few levers of influence over Islamabad. 
Holding out a threat of strong action is an effective way of 
influencing policy. 

All-out Drive for Weapons: Pakistan is not facing 
military threat from any country in Asia or Europe and it 
has limited finances, but it is reportedly going out of its 
way to acquire weapons and become self-sufficient in 
respect of military equipment. In fact, Pakistan's dis¬ 
proportionate ratio of miUtary expenditure and Gross Na¬ 
tional Product (GNP) is causing consternation among 
Western donors who have warned ttiat future aid to Is¬ 
lamabad will be linked to reduction in tiie defence budget. 
Islamabad's mUitary budget has continued to rise and at 
around 7 [ler cent of GNP in 1992 Pakistan's defence 
expenditure/GNP ratio, in relative terms, is around twice 
that of India's. 

Pakistan is one of the world's poorest countries where 
opportunities for raising the level of development are 
hampered by the enormity of the defence burden. 

Pakistan's defence budget increased seven-fold be¬ 
tween 1978 and 1991. This rising defence expenditure and 
the servicing of the debt it has caused, is stated to be 
crippling the economy. 

Defence spending absorbs nearly 40 per cent of Pakis¬ 
tan government's expenditure. Islo^bad's rationale for 
continuing to increase defence spending has been under¬ 
mined by India's decision to cut its own expenditure by 10 
per cent in 1992-93. In absolute terms Islamabad's defence 
spending is less than third of New Ddhi's. Its defence 
commitments are also far less as compared witii bidia, 
which has to police a vast border with China and patrol a 
long coastline. 

Pak may be declared Narco^State: While tiie U.S. has 
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decided not to declare Paidetan as a State that sponsors 
tettorlsm, It has held out a dueat of anodi w khuf~Pakis> 
tan may bt declared a "narco State" In view of its role in 
promoting traffic in narcodcs. 

To meet the dueat and create the impression that it is 
taking counter^teps/ the Pakistan Govenurwnt on July 22 
promulgated an ordinance empowering anti-narcotic of¬ 
ficers to arrest drug pedlars and seize their property. 
Under die ordinance persons wanted by the USA for drug 
trafficking will be extradited. It is estimated that more 
than 30 billion dollars worth of hen^ goes to the USA and 
European countries from Pakistan and Afghanistan every 
year. Of the total heroin smuggled into the USA 20 per 
cent comes from Pakistan. 

According to the "Newsline" of Karachi, a major 
point of difference between the US and the former Nawaz 
Sharif Government in Pakistan was the unchecked drug 
trade. American sources had said that drug traffickers had 
close ties with Ministers and members of the National 
Assembly. Even Mr Sharif's brother-in-law was involved 
in drug trafficking. 

According to Ms Bhutto, die former ruling Islamic 
Jamhoori ItteMd (Ql) would be backed by drug money in 
the coming elections. Trafficking in drugs is stated to have 
become so unrestrained during Mr Sharif's regime that 
even traditional patrons of Pakistan like Saudi Arabia and 
Iran were estranged from it. More than 100 Pakistanis 
have been beheaora in Saudi Arabia for this crime. At the 
same.time, the Sharif Government ignored the Saudi 
demand for extradition of some dri^ traffickers, includ¬ 
ing drug lord Shazdin. Iran, too, accused Pakistan of fail¬ 
ing to stop smuggling of drugs. It said large quantities of 
heroin were being smuggled into the country from Pakis¬ 
tan and Afghanistan. 

South Africa 

Democratic set-up 

F or the first time in the history of aparttieid-stricken 
South Africa, a democratic constitution has been 
drafted by almost all the parties after mondis of discus- 
siems. On July 26 the political parties released a draft 
constitution promising a democratic government chosen 
by Blacks and Whites. The constitution calls for a 
democratic government elected on the basis of universal 
suffirage and committed to achieving equality between 
men ai^ wonwn of all races. 

President F.W. de Klerk's White government and Dr 
Nelson Mandela's African National Congress appear to 
be in agreement on major issues but conservative groups 
are raising objections. Moreover, there has been a ffew 
wave of political violence that caused niany casualties 
near Johannesburg. * 

The proposed set-up would end hundreds of years of 
White domination and give the nation's 30 million Black 
majoriw voting rights for the first tim^. The draft calls for 
a relatively strpng central government and rejects 
proposals by effihlc groi^ seekiri^''territorial inde¬ 
pendence or autonomy. The document provides for 
equality of all the'people and protection of cultural 
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values. 

The pro-apartheid White conservative party, which 
' wants a White homeland, rejected the draft as a "com¬ 
munist constitution" and said it would continue boycot¬ 
ting the negotiations if it was approved. Inkadta Freedom 
Party, a Zulu-dominated group, has lobbied for regional 
autonomy and a weak central government. This would 
give it a strong power base in Natal province. More ttuin 
10,000 Blacks have died in ANC-Inkatha fighting, 
and attacks have increased with the pace of negotia¬ 
tions. The general elections, planned for April 1994, 
would be followed by formation of a multi-racial 
government. The final constitution will be drawn up 
two years later. 

Lead in ending N.-xveapons: The South African Presi¬ 
dent said on July 3, his country was the first in the world 
to completely rid itself of its nuclear weapons capability 
and that this demonstrated way with nuclear weapons. 
"We are very proud about it and have shown the way", 
Mr De Klerk said. After demolishing its nuclear weapons 
capability. South Africa registered with the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and was open to full 
inspections. The IAEA inspector had visited the 
country twice and was convinced of its nuclear weapon 
status. 

Japan 

, Political Switch 

R eluctantly owning moral responsibility for the 
failure of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) 
in the elections held on July 18 to win a majority. Prime 
Minister Kiichi Miyazawa resigned from the leadership. 
The LDP has been the ruling party for 38 years, but 
its period of dominance was tainted by several cor¬ 
ruption scandals and other financial irregularities. 
Dozens of party dissidents defected to the opposition 
ranks. 

The results of the poll show that the long-ruling LDP 
I has again emerged as tlie single largest party. It was 
granted its pre-election wish—it will have as many (or 
more) scats in the new House of Representatives as it had 
in the old. The LDP won 223 seats. A few of the 30 inde¬ 
pendents and minor pa rty victors were ready to cross over 
to the LDP. 

The three new political parties made up largely of 
• LDP dissidents won 103 seats. The inherent conservatism 
! of the Japanese electorate became evident. The LDP 
I Japanese voters have expressed their discontent with the 
>. money politics that has hijacked the set-up. The strong 
[ showing by the breakaway LOP groups, the Japan New 
- Party and the Shinseito in particular, which had cam- 

I paigned for urgent political reform, was another feature 

s 
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of tite poll. 

OpposiHonfbnm Gooi; Abtoad-ba^ minist^ coin- 
prising seven opposition parti^, formed on July 29, 
marked the start of a new political era in Japan as the 
curtain fell on nearly four decades of continuous rule by 
the conservative Liberal Democrats (U3P). "The voters 
made a historic decision in choosing an administration 
that can replace the LDP", said tile Socialist Giairmah, Mr 
Sadao Yamahana, in announcing tiie coalition. 

Mr Morihiro Hosokawa is the new Prime Minister. He 
was formally elected to the post on August 6 after 
wrangles and "errors". He is Japan's 79th Prime Minister 
and has promised elimination of corruption. 

Myanmar 

Military Junta wins 

D emocracy has received a setback in Myanmar 
(former Burma) following the ruling military 
Junta's success in suppressing the numerous pro¬ 
democracy elements. Over the last three years, tiie Junta 
has virtually neutralised the popular movement that had 
rocked the country in September 1968 and left thousands 
dead. Following a policy of carrot and stick, the Junta has 
ensured that leaders of the movement remain in custody 
for the fiftii year running. At the same time, it has struck 
deals with the overground pro-democra <7 elements, eJc- 
ploiting the divisions within them as well as the frustra¬ 
tion that has crept in. 

Ms Aung Saan Suu Kyi, the charismatic leader of tiie 
movement, began her tifth year in custody late in July 
even as prominent ccmstituents of the resistance entered 
into agreements with the military Junta, grandiosely 
named the State Law and Order Restoration Council 
(SLORC). 

India-based resistance sources admitted early in 
August that the pro-deniocracy groups were nowhere 
near their objective and were in no position to organise the 
kind of rallies and demonstrations held in 1^. The Jimta 
has also succeeded in neutralising the mandate of the May 
1990 elections tiiat gave an overwhelming majority to tiie 
pro-democracy parties. Elections are due next in May 
1994, by which time a new constitution is expected to be 
ready. 

Significantly, the resistance sources said the 
'agreement' between the concerned parties had been 
reached at the behest of China, whose visible presence 
in jMyanmar l^d increased manifold in the last'two 
years. Hie $L9<BC had reportedly givttfn China unfet¬ 
tered access 4o/-fhe vast Myanihtr market; the 
beleaguered country had virtually been flooded with 
Chinese goods. 


CdSkENTAF^nS 


Current General Knowledge 


ABBfllEVlATIONS 

GTO: Geosynchronous Transfer 
Orbit. 

NBA: Narmada Bachao An- 
ddan. 

ODSi Ozone Depletion Sub> 
stances. 

AWARDS 

Ramon Magsayaay award, 1993 

For intematioml understanding: 
Noburu Iwamura, professor of social 
work at Nihom-Fukishi University in 
Japan for promoting rural health 
development in Nepal and South- 
East Asia. 

For literature: Bienvenido Lum- 
bera, a former English professor of 
Philippines, for promoting nearly 
forgotten vernacular arts of his 
country. 

For government service: Vo Tory 
Kuan, an agricultural scientist of 
Viemarn, for his work in helping Viet¬ 
namese farmers increase their yields, 
resulting in bumper harvests. 

For public service: Ms Banoo 
Coy^i, an Indian medioil doctor, for 
her lIMong work to improve the lot 
of tlie rural women in her country. 

For community leadership: Ab¬ 
durrahman Wahid, an Indonesian 
Muslim scholar, for his work in lead¬ 
ing the Nahdlatul Ulama, 
Inaonesia's largest private organisa¬ 
tion with 30 million members. 

Ramon Magsaysay awards have 
been named amt the former Presi- 
d«it of Philippines. Tliese are given 
out every yrar, in Bve categories, to 
outstandmg Asians. The awards are 
W(»th $ 30,^ each. 

BOOKS 

My Father Deng Xioping 

T he book is a bipgpapby of Deng 
Xioping, ‘Chit\a'^ paramount 
leader, it is written by his daughter 
MsDengPcmg, > 


The book reveals previously un¬ 
known facts about the leader. Some 
of tibe information had never been 
made public before. However, the 
book deals only with Deng's life tmto 
the 1949 commuidst revolution. The 
inside story of his turbulent path 
after that will be dealt in tihe second 
volume, the work on which is on, 
currently, 

DISCOVERY 

Megalithic burial site discovered 
in Kerala 

ECENT excavations have unear¬ 
thed a 1000 to 2000 years old 
megalithic burial site at Arippa in 
Kerala's Kollam district. One of the 
laigest collections of megalithic cul¬ 
tural materials, implements, pottery, 
ornaments, bones and food-material 
have been found. 

The excavation was carried out 
by Dr P. Rajendran, an archaeologist 
working as a U.G.C. research scien¬ 
tist under the Kerala University. 

The remains are around 1,000- 
2,000 years old. It is for the first time 
in Kerala that such a huge collection 
has been excavated. 

NUCLEAR ENERGY 

Indigenous N-fuel technology 
developed 

NDLA has developed a mixed 
uranium plutonium (MOX) fuel 
technology which could help 
operated the Tarapur atomic power 
station in the event of the French 
government's stoppage of low en¬ 
riched uranium supply, after the ex¬ 
piry of the contract in 1993 end. 

The French government has indi¬ 
cated tlut futp» supply would be 
nude only on tihe 'iiondition of hidia 
aoe^ting a full scope lntemati«ial 
Anemic Energy *'Agency (IAEA) 
safeguard. The edtire quantity of fuel, 
und«c die 1983 contract, has already 
been supplied. 


PERSONS 

Chinmayananda, Swamy 

WAMY Chinmayananda, the 
spiritual godfather of millions the 
world over, died on August4,1993. 
Till his last day he was teachii^ |he 
simple yet essential tenets that the 
Bhagawad GHa holds. 

He was named Balakrishna 
Menon by his parento. He had a 
master's degree in Engli^ literature 
and law. In 1948 he took to sannyos 
and set out in the service of the 
humanity. 

The Chinmaya Mission, founded 
by him, entered the education sector 
and other services, in a big way. 

Hasan, Prof $. Nunil 

ROF S. Nurul Hasan, the gover¬ 
nor of West Bengal since 1986, 
died on July 12,1993. He had a distin¬ 
guished academic career, before 
entering politics. 

He was bom on December 26, 
1921, in Lucknow. He completed his 
master'.s degree from Allahabad 
University and then his D. Phil in 
history from Oxford University. 

He was instrumental in introduc¬ 
ing the innovative 10 -t- 2 ■<- 3 educa¬ 
tional system. Soft spoken and 
intellectually agile. Prof Hasan con¬ 
ducted himself with exemplary grace 
and dignity. 

Jain, Girllai 

IRILAL Jain was one of the 
doyens of Indian journalism. He 
died on July 19,1993. 

He was born on July 26, 1922 at 
Pipli Khera village in Sonenat district 
of Haryana. He graduatect in history 
from Hindu Col^e in Delhi. He was 
attracted to politics during the Quit 
India movement and was even jailed 
for a while in 1943. 

He retired from active journalism 
in 1988 after serving the Twes<y/«diti 
as the Chief Editor for ten yaats. 





SEPTEMBERS COMPETtnONMASTER 1SS 





PROJECTS 

BARC develops supercomputer 
CIENTISTS at the Dhabha Atomic 
Research Centre (BARC) have 
developed a high speed parallel 
processing system, a supercomputer, 
the fastest in the country today. 

Developed lyr the computer 
division of the BAkC, the scalable su¬ 
percomputer, called the BARC's 
|5arallel processing system (BPPS), 
offers a great deal of flexibility to en¬ 
hance any system to a large number 
of nodes. 

BPPS is based on a "open 
systcni" architecture with off-the- 
shelf available, indigenous com¬ 
ponents and processor cards and 
used aircooled, conventional power 
supplies. 

The system would be marked 
under the name Anupam. 

Teraflop computer next goal: 
Indian scientists are now preparing 
for a Rs 500-million project to build a 
teraflop supercomputer—India's 
most expensive and most ambitious 
computer development programme. 

Scientists at the centre for 
development of advanced comput¬ 
ing (C-DAC), Pune, are to design and 
develop the indigenous teraflop su¬ 
percomputing machine, capable of 
performing a thousand billion opera¬ 
tions every second. 

This will be the next generation 
supercomputer intended to provide 
India with strategic technology for 
computing needs at home, and a 
commercid leading edge to compete 
in the world market. 

To reach the teraflop goal, C- 
DAC scientists will draw on exper¬ 
tise they gained in developing Pamtn, 
the fastest computer in the country at 
present. 

Medical advice via satellite soon 
OULD you ever imagine getting 
expert medical advice of the US 
doctors without travelling to that 
country? 

Yes, all this will be possible very 
soon. The empowered committee 
under the Finance Minister, Dr Man- 
mohan Singh, has cleared two such 
pntposnis. 
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The medical advice from the US 
would be made possible with the 
help of satellites. 

A sophisticated computer centre 
will be established to transmit, by 
satellite, medical information such 
as X-rays, Cat Scan, blood samples, 
etc, for evaluation by experts in the 
U.S. 

Telemedicine village' for Cal¬ 
cutta; To provide low<ost medical 
facilities, through a satellite com¬ 
munication-based network, in the 
remote areas of West Bengal, a Rs 33- 
crore project has been envisaged. 
This will be the first of its kind in 
Asia. 

A 152-bedded hospital will be es¬ 
tablished in Calcutta and will be the 
primary hub of the project. It would 
be supported by three specialised 
centres-^ancer, ENT and Children 
departments. The Calcutta system 
would be networked with an out¬ 
patient hospital and clinic in thirteen 
remote sites in the different districts 
of West Bengal. 

The treatment would be based on 
interactive, strategically-located 
video camera that would bring the 
physician at the hub and the patient 
at the remote centre closer. 

The medical care distribution 
system, based on telemedicine would 
give access to a common villager, in a 
remote district, to the best medical 
attention. 

National Power Grid by 2000 A.D. 
CCORDINC to the Power Grid 
Corporation of India, a National 
grid, to enable eqtiitable supply of 
ower in the country, is to be set up 
y the turn of the century. 

The national grid will enable 
easy and efficient transfer of power 
h-om a surplus region to areas facing 
a shortage. 

The first major inter-regional link 
between western-southern, north¬ 
ern-western, eastern-southern, 
north-east and eastern regions would 
be completed by the end of 2000. At 
present only Bihar, Bengal and Orissa 
were inter-linked with an efficient 
power supply system. 

RESEARCH 

Computer clone of brain 

EW excitement has been fuelled 
in Western scientific circles on 


building a computer clone of the 
human brain from Neural Networks 
(NN). The motivation has stemnaed 
from the desire to build machines 
that can overcome the present digital 
computers' limitations in dojng intel¬ 
ligent tasks like lifting objects, recog¬ 
nising faces and speaking natural 
languages. 

The idea of neural networks, 
which is an interlinking of a number 
ofsmall computers, is atake-off from • 
the structure of the human brain, 
which is a complicated network of 
neurons (cells), inteconnected by 
fibrons dendrites. 

The neural networks can be ap¬ 
plied to wherever the human brain is 
applied. They can find excellent ap¬ 
plications where you need ap- 
roximate answers and not exact, 
rom solving scientific problems to 
medical treatment, from making 
decisions in stock market to decoding 
the human gene, neural networks can 
find utility. 

SPACE RESEARCH 
Successful launch of INSAT-2B I 
NDIA'S space programme took 
another big leap, on July 23,1993, 
when the multi-functional in¬ 
digenously-built satellite, 1NSAT-2B, 
blasted off into space, on board the 
Ariane launch vehicle, from Kourou, 
French Guyana, in South America. 

The satellite took its allotted slot 
of 93.5 degree east longitude in the 
geostationary orbit on August 4, 
1993. The IN5AT-2B has taken place 
of INSAT-IB, whose functioning 
ended following completion of ten 
years of its life. 

The 1,906-kg satellite is identical 
to the INSAT-2A satellite. It carries 18 
C-6and transponders for telecom¬ 
munication, television and radio 
broadcasting, two specialised S-Band 
transponders, a data relay 
transponder and a Very High Resolu¬ 
tion l^diometer (VHRR) to generate 
cloud pictures for weather mrecast- 
ing. it also has a Search And Rescue 
(SAR) payload which is used to pick¬ 
up radio signals from ships in dis¬ 
tress in mid-sea. 

Almost all the components; in- 







eluding the special equipment on 
board, are made in India. Amcmg the 
imported components are the solar 
panels and some radiation-hardened 
electronic circuits. 

The successful launch and in- 
orbit operations of INSAT-2B can be 
credited to the coordinated and con¬ 
certed efforts of six . centres in dif¬ 
ferent parts of the country, 
involving nearly 5,000 scientists 
and engineers. 

The highly qualified personnel 
worked under 30 associate and 
deputy project directors from dif¬ 
ferent work centres, with the deputy 
director of the ISRO satellite centre, 
Mr P. Raroachandran, as the project 
director. 

The ISRO Satellite Centre (ISAC) 
at Bangalore is the lead centre for the 
INSAT-2 multi-purpose satellites 
project and is responsible for the 
design, development, integration 
and testing of the satellite. 

The Master Control Facility 
(MCF) at Hassan, Karnataka, has 
been controlling and commanding 
the satellite when in orbit. 

It was from MCF that the first 
signal from the INSAT-2B was ob¬ 
tained, marking the acquisition of the 
satellite by ISRO after it was injected 
into space. 

ISRO to develop cryo engine 

I NDIAN space scientists are confi¬ 
dent of building their own 
cryogenic engine and launch the 
country's first Geosynchronous 
Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV) by 
1997. Cryogenic engine is the most 
important part of the GSLV. 

India had already embarked on 
its own GSLV programme and supp¬ 
ly of the Russian cryogenic engines 
would only have speeded up the first 
GSLV launch to 1995. The scrapping 
of the deal would now result in a 
delay of two years. 

A beginning towards an in¬ 
digenous cryogenic engine has been 
made with the developmrait of a one- 
totme' thrust enmne by ISRO. Design 
drawings and fabrications of some 
components of a 12-tonne thrist en¬ 
gine, suitable for GSLV type of rock¬ 
ets, are in progress. 


ISRO scientists are also capable 
of fabricatii^ indigenous materials 
needed for GSLV and have already 
started building testing facilities at 
Mahendragiri. 

Cryogenics refers to technology 
at sub-zero temperatures. These en¬ 
gines, which are meant for the Rnal 
stage of rockets that place INSAT-like 
communication satellites in the geo¬ 
stationary transfer orbits, use li¬ 
quefied oxygen and hydrogen as the 
propellants. Hydrogen and oxygen 
are gases at ordinary temperatures 
and hence the need for low 
temperatures to liquefy them. Here 
liquid hydrogen is the fuel that 
burns and liquid oxygen acts as the 
oxidiser. 

The idea of using these, instead 
of earth-storable liquid fuels (like 
kerosene) or solid fuels, is that for the 
same quantity of propellant, 
cryogenic enmnes generate far 
greater thrust. Equivalently, for the 
same thrust cryogenic engines re¬ 
quire lesser quantity of propellant 
(about 30 per cent less than an 
earth-storaole liquid engine). 
Therefore, for a given propellant 
loading, a cryogenic engine can 
place a far heavier payload And to 
place state-of-the-art satellites, 
weighing about two tonne, 
cryc^enic rockets are far more effi¬ 
cient. Hence, their need for the In¬ 
dian GSLV programme. 


UN 

New Member 

T he UN Security Council has 
unanimously adopted a resolu¬ 
tion recommending that the General 
Assembly accept the small Eurimean 
principality of Andorra as the 184th 
member or the United Nations. 

Unlike many of the small.. 
States—-such as San Marino and 
Monaco—that have recently become 
full-fledged members of the United 
Nations, Andorra did not hdd ob¬ 
server status at the world organisa¬ 
tion, ‘ before appl)ring for 
membership. 

MISCELLANY 

Maths Olympiad 

tNDIA bagged five medals, four sil- 
Iver medals and a bronze, to take 
the 15th place in the 34th Internation¬ 
al Mathematical Olympiad which 
concluded at Istanbul on July 22, 
1993. 

Kaustubh Namjoshi horn Pune, 
Sambuddha Roy from Durgapur, Ar- 
vind Shankar from Bombay and Amit 
Chakrabarty from Bangalore won the 
silver medals. 

Kartik Prasanna of Ahmedabad 
won the bronze medal while the sixth 
Indian participant Shobit Sonakiya 
from K^pur railed to figure in the 
medals list. 


European Currency Turmoil 


Under ERM each country is to prevent wide-shifts in the value of its currency, 
to help control inflation arH interest rates in turn aDowing the business and 
consumer .spending to grow. 

Current ptvMem: In order to curb inflation and attract investment for unifica¬ 
tion, Germany has kept interest rates high. interest rates have increa.sed the 
demand for me German Mark, as the Mark-denominated investments earn more. 
This resulted in decrease in tt» value of other currencies. 

Other countries did not want to raise tfieir interest rate-s, to compete with 
Germany's, because they were In recession and high interest rates di.scourage 
.spending and borrowing. 

An ahemative available with other countries was to ask the respective Central 
bank to buy their own currencies and sell marks, creating demand. But tiiey are not 
able to compete with investora who have mudr more money to trade. 

This resulted in countries like UK and %aln to wltndraw fnnn EKM. Tlie 
withdrawal permitted them to lower Interest rates but weakened EuxofHi's vuskm 
of a single currency. 
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The Examiner’s Guess Questions 


Q. Which Indian city is known as 
Pearl City? 

Axis. Tuticorin in Tamil Nadu. 
The town has the centuries old his¬ 
tory of pearl fishery. However, since 
1960s tne natural pear! fishing had 
been given up due to rapid depletion 
of the pearl oyster resources. A 
value-added dimension has now 
been imparted to pearl fishing by the 
Central Marine Fisheries Research 
Institute, which has developed pearl 
culture technologies. 

Q. On which day was the World 
Population Day observed? 

Ans. July 11. 

Q. Where is the 'Bridge of No 
Return' situated? 

Ans. On the border of North and 
South Korea. The non-descript 
wooden bridge, that no one has 
crossed since 1986, stands at the 
doorstep of the last frontier of cold 
war. On both sides of bridge lies the 
mined no-man's land of the 
demilitarized zone. 

Q. Name the new Cabinet 
Secretary of India? 

Ans. 21afar Saifullah. He is the 
first Muslim to hold this prestigious 
post 

Q. What is cryogenics? 

Ans. Cryogenics refers to study 
of materials and phenomena at 
temperatures close to absolute zero. 

Q. Name the Russian space 
agency which was to transfer the 
technology of cryogenic engines to 
India? 

Ans. Glavkosmos. 

Q. Name the Indian who was 
I among the winners of 1993 Mag- 
1 saysay awards? 

Ans. Ms Banco Coyaji, a medical 
doctor. 

Q. Name the village in Andhra 
Pradesh which is known for its 
metalcrafts? 

Ans. Pembarthi. It lies 75 kms 
from Hyderabad and is synonymws 
with the brass, copper and silver 
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metalcrafts. The metalcraft of Pem¬ 
barthi artists is reflected most in the 
famous temples of South India and 
specially those built during the 
lukatiya rulers (11 to 1300 A.D.) of 
Warangal. 

Q. Where are the 1994 Goodwill 
Games proposed to be held? 

Ans. St Petersburg (Russia). 

Q. What price of common 
variety of paddy has been fixed for 
1993-94 Knarif season, under the 
minimum support price policy? 

Ans. Rs 310 per quintal, an in¬ 
crease of Rs 40. 

Q. Name the two financial in¬ 
stitutes who are the first to be given 
permission by Reserve Bank of India, 
to set banking firms? 

Ans. Unit Trust of India (UTI) 
and the Housing Development 
Finance Corporation (HDFC). 

Q. For what purpose was the 
Srikrishna panel set-up? 

Ans. To enquire into Bombay 
riots. 

Q. What was India's per capita 
income in 1991-92 at factor cost at 
1980-81 prices? 

Ans. Rs 2,174. During 1990-91 it 
was estimated at Rs 2,199. 

Q. What amount of foodgrains 
were procured by the government in 
1992-93? 

Ans. 180.3 million tonnes. 

Q. What does the Constitution 
(80th amendment) Bill, 1993 pertain 
to? 

Ans. It seeks to delink religion 
from politics. 

Q. From August 2, 1993 the 
foreign exchange markets in India 
adopted the direct Quotations? What 
do you understand oy this? 

Ans. Foreign exchange auotes, 
the world over; are usually ex¬ 
pressed in direcl teriris.' The foreign 
currency unit is kept Bxed arid its' 
price or the exchange rate expressed-' 
in variable units of the domestic cur¬ 
rency. 


I The excrotion to this rule, till 
August 1, 1993, were Indian rupee, 
: the pound sterling, the Irish pound, 
the Australian Dollar and the New 
Zealand dollar. This method is called 
indirect imotation method. For ex¬ 
ample in indirect method the foreign 
exchange rate was quoted as m 
100=US $3.1830. Thus the rupee cost 
of a single unit of foreign currency 
could be obtained only oy division 
or indirectly. 

The advantage of direct quotes is 
that they are much easier' to under¬ 
stand. When direct quotes are used, 
the guiding principle is the age-old 
simple trading rule of buying cheap 
and selling dear. For instance, if the 
quotes are US $ 1 = Rs 30.25 and Rs 
30.50, it is evident that the buying 
rate is $ 1 = Rs 30.25 and the selling 
rate is $ 1 = Rs 30.50. 

Q. Name the only Indian State 
which has Civil Code laws contrary 
to those operational in the rest of the 
country? 

Ans. Goa. The family laws in 
Goa are based on the Portuguese 
Civil Code, promulgated for this 
region in the colonial era. Following 
the liberation of Goa in 1961, the Par¬ 
liament passed the Goa, Daman and 
Diu (Administration) Act of 1962 
which maintained that Portuguese 
laws would remain in force unless 
speciBcally amended or repealed. 

Q. Where is the eighth Interna¬ 
tiona Film Festival for children and 
Young People proposed to be held? 

Ans. Udaipur. 

Q. Where are the 1995 National 
Games proposed to be held? 

Aiis. Manipur. 

Q. Name the Indian Police Of¬ 
ficer who has set a new world record 
in circumnavigating the world in a 
Contessa car in 39 days, seven hours 
and 55 minutes? 

Ans. Mr Viji^ Raman along with 
his associates Mr Navln Kapila and 
Mr Man Bahadur. 

Q. What w^re India's total 
foreign exdiang#-reserves (exclud¬ 
ing gold and spiria] drawing rights) 
at the end ^ N^h 1993? 

Ans. Rs^SCUdOcrore. 



SPORTS 


GAMES 

Worid Univenity Games : The 
1993 Worid University Gaines were 
held in Buffalo, USA. USA topped 
die medals tally. They were fol¬ 
lowed by Canada, China, Japan and 
Germany, in that order. 

Third National Games : After 
several postponements and change 
of venues, the stage is finally set 
for die third National Games at 
Pune and Bombay from October 7 
to 17, 1993. 

Raju, a fiiendly tiger, would be 
the mascot of the Games. There 
would be 29 disciplines. 

ATHLETICS 

World records : Veteran 
Yobes Ondieki of Kenya has be¬ 
come the first man to run the 
10,000 m. in under 27 minutes. 
He ran the distance in 26 
minutes, 58.38 seconds at the Bis- 
lett Games, held at Oslo. 

CHESS 

Third National Active Chess 
Championship International 
Master Praveen Thipsay bagged die 
championship held, at Bombay. 
Thus, Thipsay completed a nationm 
chess double. He had won die Na- 
ticmal 'A' tide «irly this year. 

Asian Girls under 20 tide : 
Saheii Dhar of India lifted the tide, 
finiriilng the championship with a 
tally of eij^t points. 

CRICKET 

Sri Lanka'lndia Test Match 
Series : Denied of a wirr in die last 
26 Tepts abroad, hidia at long last 
tasted victory whai they deteated 
Sri tanka by 235 rifos in the second 
Test at the SSC Qioterid in Ctdombo. 

India had overseas 

IbSt in England in 19^ Tlte victory 
was mainly posa^'berir^ of 


some fine bowling by Manq Prab- 
hakar, who was declared die Man- 
of-the-Match. 

This was India's 13th Test win 
abroad. Out of these four victories 
were against New Zealand, three 
each against England and 
Australia, two against the West 
Indies and now one against Sri 
Lanka. 

Earlier the first Test Match, 
played at Kandy, went down in the 
history of Test cricket as being the 
shortest one. Only fifty minutes of 
play was possible during five days, 
due to rain. 

The third and final Test match, 
played at Colombo also ended in 
a tame draw. The highlight of diis 
Test match was a century by Ifinod 
Kambli. He hit 120 in die first 
innings. 

Pla)dng in only his seventh Test, 
Vlnod Kambli scored a century for 
the fourdi time in five Innings. 
Kambli thus became die fourth In¬ 
dian batsman, after Vijay Hazare 
Polly Umrigar and Sunil Gavaskar, 
to post three centuries in consecu¬ 
tive Tests. 

Kapil Dev eased past Sunil 
Gavasl^'s record of 125 Tests—the 
most for India. The third Testjnatch 
against Sri Lanka was Kapil's 126th 
Test match. 

England'Australia Test Series : 
Australia clinched die Ashes when 
they defeated England by an in¬ 
nings and 148 runs in the fourth 
Test match, played at Leeds. 

The shattering defeat prompted 
England's captain, Graham Goodh 
to resign. Diis, was England's 8th 
cte^t in last tdoe Tests. The team 
hus also gone 17 .matches without 
; a'victory against. Australia. 

Lancashire's Midiael Adierton 
has been selected to captain 


England for the remaining two Tests 
against Australia. 

5th Test: Australia defeated. 
England by eight wickets to win 
the fifth Test, played at Birmingham, 
and take a lead of 4-0 in ttte six-Test 
series. 

Women's World Cup : England 
defeated New Zealand to lift the 
1993 Women's World Cup. 

India will host the sixth 
women's World Cup in December 
1997. 

HOCKEY 

Champions Trophy : Australia 
humiliated holders Germany, 4-0, 
in die final to win the Champions 
Trophy for a record sixth time. The 
championship was held at Kuala 
Lumpur. 

Intercontinental Cup Womm's 
Tournament : Germany defeated 
Argentina, 2-1, to lift the title. 

TENNIS 

Federation Cup : Former French 
open champion, Arantxa Sanchez 
ran for every point to help top 
seeds Spain clinch victory over 
Australia in the final held at 
Frankfurt, Germany. 

Davis Cup : India scored a 
dramatic 3-2 victory over France to 
enter the semi-finals of Davis Cup. 
The main architect of the Indian 
victory' was young Leandcr Paes 
whose two singles victories were 
brilliantly achieved. The tie was 
held in France. 

India now meet Australia in the 
semi-final to be played at Chan- 
digarii on Septemter 24, 25 and 26, 
1993. 

Earlier Australia had defeated' 
Italy 3-2 to enter the Davis Cup 
semi-final. 
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WHO'S WHO 


Appointments Etc 


Appointed; Elected Etc Police medal in 1985. He joined IPS in 1959. 

Gunfis Ulmanis: He has been elected as AS. Syali: He has appointed Qilef 
Latvia's first President in more than 50 of Research and Analjrsis Wing (RAW), 
years. Resigned/Removed 


Norihiro Hosokawa: He has been elected 
as Japan's new Prime Minister. He is leader 
of the Coalition that toppled the Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) nom 38 years in 
power. 

Wasim Sajjad: He has taken over as the 
acting President of Pakistan. 

Moeen Qureshi: He has been appointed 
caretaker Prime Minister of Pakistan. 

Agathe Uwilingiyimne: She has been 
appointed as the first woman Prime 
Minister of Rwanda. 

Satyanaravan Reddy. Governor of 
Orissa, he has also been appointed Governor 
of West Bengal. 

Atal Behari Vafaiyee: He has been elect¬ 
ed as the leader of the Opposition in the Lok 
Sabha. He is a senior leader of BJP. 

Chusei Yamada: He is the new 
Ambassador of Japan to India. 

K. Vijaya Rama Rao: He has been 
appointed Director of Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI). He is from Andhra 
Pradesh cadre and has been decorasted with 
Indian Police Medal in 1972 and President's 


Kiichi Miyazttwa: Prime Minister of 
Japan. 

Ghulam Ishaif Khan; President of 
Pakistan. 

Nawaz Sharif: Prime Minister of 
Pakistan. 

Pranab Mukherjee; Union Commerce 
Minister. 

Distinguished Visitors 

G.A. Adilsyitov: Deputy Prime Minister 
of Kazakhstan. 

T.N. Miryakubev: Deputy Prime 
Minister of Uzbekistan. 

Died 

King Baudouin: King of Belgium. 

Nurul Hasan: Governor of West Bengal. 
Swami Chinmawnanda: An exponent of 
Bhagvad Gita and Vedanta philosophy. He 
was 76. 

Girilal Jain: A veteran jountalist. 

Bhagey Gobardhan: Former Union 
Minister and sitting Congress M.P. 


EVENTS 


JULY 

12—President Shankar Dayal Sharma 
leaves for a fortnight long tour to 
Ukraine, Turkey, UK. and Greece. 

16—Russia bows to US pressure and can¬ 
cels the cryogenic engine deal with 
India. 

18—President Ghulam Ishaq Khan and 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif of 
Pakistan resign to pave way for 
induction of a new caretaker govern¬ 
ment to oversee election, scheduled to 
be held in October, 1993. 

—The Liberal Democratic Party of 
Japan, that had ruled for 38 years, 
looses in the national elections to the 
newly strengthened Opposition par¬ 
ties. 

21—Tamil Nadu Chief Minister, Ms 
Jayalalitha calls off her fast after the 
Central Government agrees to set up 
a mechanism to implement the inter¬ 


im award of the Cauvery tribunal. 

23—INSAT-2B, India's multi-functional, 
indigenously built satellite blasts off 
in space on board the Ariane launch 
vehicle. 

25—Israel blasts guerrilla bases in Lebanon 
with warplanes and helict^ter gun- 
ships, in tne heaviest Israeli attack cm 
Letenon since 1982. 

28—The Narasimha Rao govorunent sur¬ 
vives the no-confidence move. The 
motion is defeated by 14 votes. 

30—CBI arrests four prominent brokers, 
Bhupen Dalai, A.D. Narottam, T.B. 
Ruia and J.P. Gandhi, on char^ of 
cheating and forgery. 

AUGUST 

2—Chief Election Commissioner, Mr TJN. 
Seshan, halts all electoral activity in 
the country in protest against the 
"Centre's attempt to subjugate the 
Election Commission". 


4—The most scandal-tainted Parliament 
in Italian history votes its own demise 
bv approving an electoral refonn Aat 
clears way for a general election 
under a new first-part-the-post mi^ 
ity system. 

^The six-day old strike by truck opera¬ 
tors is called off after the govemnwnt 
agrees to abolish path kur. 

7— Telum Desam hflA, P. 9va Reddy is 
killed in a bomb attadc in Hyderabad. 

8— Ten persons are killed in a blast at the 
State headquarters of the Rashtrlya 
Swayemsevak Sangh (RS8) in Madras. 

10— Chief Election Commissioner T.N. 
Seshan announces that all elections, 
that were put off to December 19, 
except the by-elections in Tamil 
Nadu, will be neld before September 
10 . 

11— Punjab Qvil Servicea OMcers go on a 
pen-down strike in protest agsimst die 
arrest of two of their colleagues. 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


Quantitative Aptitude 


1. ^of4|ofRsl8 = ? 

(n) Rs25 (b) Rs27 (c) Rs20 

(d) None of these 

1.7X.019 , 

.095X.085"' 

(«) 4 (&) ^ (c) I (d) 8 

3. 6.006+ .06+ 60.6+ 6.006+ 60.06 

(a) 142 (b) 142.132 (c) 132.832 

(d) 132.732 

4. What decimal of an hour is a second? 

(a) .028 (b) .027 (c) .0027 (d) .00028 

5 M±lZl±iZ_7 

4x6-6 ~ 

(«) 4 W I (c) 51 (d) g 

6. What is difference between the place value of 7 and 
3 in Ihe number 527435? 

(a) 5 (b) 4 (t') 6970 (d) 697 

7. 75% of how much is 15? 

(o) 20 (fc) 25 (c) 10.5 (d) 10 

8. A^oka buys a book for Rs 43.75 and sells it for Rs 
50. What is his gain percentage? 

(fl) 14.3% (b) 141% (c) 13.6% (d) 14.5% 

9. Ramesh contested an election and having polled 
60% of the total valid votes defeated his only rival by a 
margin of 1800 votes. What was the total number of valid 
votes? 

(ii) 3000 (f>) 9000 (c) 4500 (d) 1080 

2 3 

10. 5 of a number is equal to - of another number. What 
percentage is latter of the former? 

(a) 331% (b) 50% (c) 661% (d) 150% 

11. 40% of the greater number is 60% of the smaller 
number. If the sum of. the two numbers is 150 what is the 
smaller number? 

(a) 30 (b) 60 (c) 90 (d) 50 

12: AmanBaves25%of his monthly salary. If on account 
of rise in prices he is to itKcease his monthly expeitses by 25% 
he is only able to save Rs 25 per month. What is his monthly 
salary? 

(a) 400 (b) 500 (c) 600 (d) 650 

13. What time a sum of money will double itself at a 

simple interest of 6 ^% per aimum? 

Weiyrs (ft) 12|yr8 


(c) 165 :rs (d) 8yrs 

14. What is difference between the compound interest 
and simple interest on Rs 1,23,456 at 12 ^% for one year? 

(a) Rs 15,432 (1 j)Rs154 (c) Rs432 

(d) RsO 

15; If simple interest on a sum in two yrs is Rs 400 and if 
the compound interest of the same sum for the same period 
at the same time interest rate annually be Rs 440 then what is 
the interest rate? 

(fl) 20% (b) 10% (c) 5% (d) 2|% 

16. By selling an article for Rs 11 a man gained 10%. Find 
how much should he sell the article to lose 10%? 

(fl) Rs9 (b) Rs9.89 (c) Rs 10.89 (d) RslO 

17. An additional gain of 2j% raises the price by 50 

paise. What is the cost price of the article? 

(fl) Rs200 (b) Rs20 (c) Rsl20 (d) Rs220 

18. ' If the price of sugar is raised by 20% a man gets 15 kg 
less sugar for Rs 150. What is the increased price of sugar per 
kg? 

(fl) Rsl2 (b) RslO (c) Rs8 (d) Rs2 

19. The cost price of 20 bixiks is equal to .selling price of 
16 books. What is gain per cent? 

(fl) 20'M> (b) 25% (c) 80% (d) 15% 

20. ' If the price of sugar be raised by 20%>, by what per 
cent a householder reduce his consumption of sugar so as not 
to increase his expenditure? 

(fl) 24% (b) 9% (c) 7% (d) 16“% 

21. A and B can do a work in 20 days, B and C can do it 
in 30 days and Aand C can do it in 60 days. Working together 
in how many days the work will be finished? 

(fl) 10 days (b) 20 days (c) 18 days 
(d) 55 days 

22. A is as good a workman as B, and they both take 6 
days together to do the work. In how many days one can do 
the work? 

(fl) 3 days (b) 18 days (c) 15 days 
(d) 12 days 

23r A tank which could be filled in 5 hours, takes 1 hour 
more to be filled owing to a leak in the bottom of the tank. If 
the tank is full, in how many hours the leakage will empty the 
tank? 

(fl) 1 hour (b) 11 hours (c) 13 hrs 
(d) 30 hrs 

24.* A can do a piece of work in 12 days, B in 15 days. A 
started the work and was joined by B, 5 days before the 
completion of the work. What is share of B out of the total 
wages of Rs 120? 
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in) Rs40 (b) Rs60 (c) Rs80 (rf) Rs30 

25: 2 men and 3 women or 4 boys can do a piece of work 
in 12 days. How long will take to complete the same work 
with 2 men, 3 women and 4 boys. 

(rt) 36 days (b) 4 days (c) 6 days (d) 12 days 

26. Samir bought 10 kg of tea at Rs45 per kg and 8 kg at 
Rs .50 per kg. He mixed the two and sold the mixture with the 
total profit of Rs 32. At what price per kg did he sell the 
mixture? 

(rt) Rs50 (fi) Rs49 (c) Rs48 (d) Rs47 

27. A 200 metres long train is running at the speed of 60 
km/hr. How many seconds will it take to cross a signal point? 

in) 6 ib) 3 (c) 12 (fO 3 ^ 

28. A chair costs Rs 300 and a table Rs 450. What will be 
the price of 5 pairs of tables and chairs? 

(a) Rs 3,750 (b) Rs7500 (c) Rs 1,500 

id) Rs 2,250 

29* A train is running at a speed of 84 km per hour 
crosses a man running at a speed of 6 km per hour in the 
opposite direction in 4 seconds. What is the length of the train 
in meters? 

in) 75 ib) 100 (c) 150 (d) 200 

.30. If .35% of a number is 12 less than 50% of that number 
then what is number? 

in) 28 (b) 40 (c) 60 (d) 80 

31. The average age of a class of 10 btiys was 10 years. A 
boy lost the class and the average was raised to 11 yrs. What 
is the age of that boy? 

(fl) 10 yrs ib) 9 yrs 

(c) 4 yrs (d) I'Jime of these 

32; Three years ago the average age of five-member 
family was 17 years. A baby having been born, the average is 
now 17 years. What is the iige of the baby? 

{a) 1 year (b) 2 years (c) 3 years 

(d) None of these 

33r Rs 49 were divided among 150 children. Each girl 
had .50 paise and each boy 25 paise. How many boys were 

(a) % ib) 100 (c) 104 id) 108 

34. ’ A man walks from one place to another (n) 4 km/h 
and returns (b) 3 km/h. What is the average rate for the walk, 
if the two places are 12 miles apart? 

(rt) 3^ m/hr " (b) 3^ m/hr 

(c) 4 m/hr (d) 2 m/hr 

35. - By how much area of a rectangle of 5x3 cm is 
decreased when its longer side is decreased by 3 cm. 

(a) 2.28 sq cm (b) 19.8 sq cm 

(c) 9 sq cm (d) 22.8 sq cm 

36. The L.C.M. of two numbers is 4800 and their H.C.F. 
is 160. If one of number is 480, then what is second number? 

in) 1600 ib) 160 (c) 16 (d) 16000 

37. What is value of (125)^''^? 

(fl) 5 (b) 25 (c) 1251 

id) None of these 

38. WhatistheH.C.F.of70and245? 

in) 35 ib) 45 (c) 55 (d) 65 

39. Find the number which is perfect square and I 
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divisible by 10,16 and 24? 

in) 3600 ib) 14400 (c) 1600 (d) 960 

40. A sum of Rs 25 consists of 130 coins. Some are 25 
paise coins and some are 10 paise coins. What is the no. of 25 
paise coins? 

in) 100 ib) 75 ic) 80 (d) 60 

ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. ib) 


2. in) 


3. id) 


4. id) lsec = -3^ppOfanhr = ix^ofanhr 

1 sec = -^ = 0.00028 of an hr [ ^ 

lUU 3o 

5. in) 

6. (c) Place value of 7 in 527435 = 7000 

Place value of 3 in 527435 = 30 
Difference = 6970 

7. in) 75%ofx = 15 

75 

x = 15x^.20 

8. (b) Gain = S.P.-C.P. = 50-43.75 = Rs 6.25 


= 0.028] 


CP. 
6.25x1 00 
43.75 


7 - 7 


9. ib) Votes got by Ramesh = 60% of the total voles 

Voles got by his rival = (100 - 60)% of total votes 
= 40% of total votes 
Margin = (60 — 40)% = 20% of total votes 
20% of total votes = 1800 
inn 

Total votes = 1800 x ^ = 9000 

10. (d) ^ of X = I of y 

,5 3, - 3 , 

x = (-x-)ofy=-ofy 

X = (| X100)% of y = 150% of y 

11. (b) Sum of two nos. = 150 

Let the greater no. be x 
smaller no. = 150 - x 
A.T.S. 

40% of X = 60% of (150 - x) 

^XX = ^X(150-X) 

2x = 3(150-x) = 450 - 3x 
2x + 3x = 450 

450 

5x = 450 Or x=^ = 90 
5 

Greater no. = 90 

Smaller no. = 150 - x = 150 - 90 = 60 

12. in) Saving = 25% of total salary 

Let the total salary be Rs x 
Expenditure = (100 - 25)% of Rs x 



Total increase in the expenses = 25% of Rs —x 
25 , 75 o 3x 

, . 75 3x 15x 

Increased expenses = -;;r;rx + tt = -ry 
100 16 16 

Saving = x-^=:~; = 25(given) 

x = 25xl6 = Rs400 

13. (c) LetP = Rs]00,A = Rs200.-. l=Rs200-100 = Rsl00 
„ /xlOO lOOxlCK) _ 


14. (d) Difference between S.I. and C.[. for one ye!ir = 0 

15. (a) Cl. for 2 years = Rs 440 

On the same sum, S.I. for 2 years = Rs 400 
Difference = Rs 40 

S.l. for 1 year = = Rs 200 

Rs 40 is the interest on Rs 200 for 1 year 
R _ S I- X100 _ 4^ 100 _ „ 

Pxr " 200x1 


Rate = 20% p.a. 

16. (a) S.P. =Rsll,Gain = t0%; C.P.= 

11x100 11x100 

100 + 10" no " 


5.P.X100 
( 100 +,<,'«»»%) 


e.P. = Rs 10, Loss = 10%; S.P. = ^ 


S.P.=-- 




17. (b) 2 “% of C.P. = 50 p. = Rc | 

|%ofC.P.=i 
2 2 

2 X100 of 2 

CP.=|x^^^ = Rs20 

18. (d) As there is an increase of 20% in the price of sugar, 

therefore, for an amount of Rs 150, increase = 20% of 
Rsl50 

20 

Increase = X150 = Rs 30 

Due to this increase in the price, a man gets 15 kg less 
sugar 

Increased price of 15 kg of sugar = Rs 30 

30 

Increased price of 1 kg of sugar = — = Rs 2 

19. (b) UtS.P.oflbooklMRel 

S.P. of 20 books - Rs 20 
S.P. of 16 books = Rs 16 
C.P. of 20 books = S.P. of 16 books (given) 

CP. of 20 books = Rs 16 
Gain = Rs (20 -16) = Rs 4 

4 


(Note— In $udt <}ueslions,find the C.R and $.P. far the same no. 
of bodes and then calctdate the gain.) 

20. (d) Let the expenditure be Rs 100 

Rise in price = 20% 

.’. Increased exp. = 100 + 20 =» Rs 120 

To keep the expenditure same, the reduction must be 

= Rs20 

On Rs 120, the reduction should be s Rs 20 

20 

On Rs 1 the reduction should be = 

On Re 100 the reduction should be * ■“ x 100 = — 

120 3 

= 16| orl 6 |% 

21 . (b) A and Bean do a work in 20 days 

.•. (A + B)'s one day's work = ^ 

(B + C)'s one day's work = “ 

(C + A)'s one day's work = ^ 

oU 

2(A + B + C)'s one day's work = ^ + ^ + ^ = ^ 

111 

.•. (A + B + C)'s one day's work ~ jO ^ 2 " 20 

.'. A, B and C working together will finish the work 
in 20 days 

22. ({/) A's one day's work = B's one day's work = - (say) 

A and B both do the work in 6 days 

(A & B)'s one day's work = \ 

o 

1 + 1=1 
X X b 

^=:iorx = 12 

X 6 

Each alone can do the work in 12 days 

23. (rf) Time taken to fill the tank = 5 hrs 

Time taken to fill the tank due to leakage = 6 hrs 
Let the time taken by the leakage to empty the tank 
be X hrs 

In 1 hr, the part of the tank filled “ 5 ~ ^ 

. i_i = I 

“5 X 6 

_l = i_l = 5:i6 = --L .^.30 

X 6 5 30 30 


Gain%: 


•Xl00 = 25 


24. (a) (A + E)'s one day's work 

(A & B)'s 5 days' work ~ ^ ^ ^ 

3 1 

Remaining work = 1 - ^ 

1th of the total work was done by A only 
Total wages = Rs 120 
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A's share due to over-work = 7Xl20 = Rs30 

4 

120 - 30 = Rs 90 which is to be divided between A 
and B in the ratio of their work done. 

Ratio of their work (for one day) 

= Ratio of their wages 

15 : 12 ^ 5:4 

B'sshare = 7^x90 = |x90 = Rs40 
5 + 4 9 

25. (c) 

26. (b) CP. of 10 kg of tea = 45 X10 = Rs 450 

C.P of 8 kg of tea of another kind = 8 x 50 = Rs 400 
Total C.P. of 18 kg of tea = 450 + 400 = Rs 850 
Total profit = Rs 32 

S.P. of 18 kg of tea = 850 + 32 = Rs 882 
882 

S.P. of 1 kg of tea = ^ Rs 49 

18 

27. (c) Distance - 200 m 

5 50 

Spt?ed = 60 km/hr = ^0 ^ iT = "T 

^ D 200 
Time..-^-:=-^ = 12sec 

3 

28. (a) C.P. of 1 pair of table and chair = Rs 300 + 450 

= Rs 750 

C.P. of 5 paire of tables and chairs = 5 x 750 = Rs 3750 

29. (h) Speed of train = 84 km/hr 

Speed of man = 6 km/hr 
Total speed = 84 + 6 = 90 km/hr 

= 90 X = 25 m/sec. 

JO 

Time = 4 sec 

Distance = Speeilx Time = 25 x 4 = 100m 
Note:— When the Ixvo objects cross each other, while moving 
in opposite direction, then add their speeds. If the objects are moving 
in the same direction, then subtract their speeds. 

30. (d) Let the no, be x 

35%ofx = 50'/oofx-12 
12 = (50-35)% of X 
12= 15% of X 

la 

31. (df Average age of 10 boys = 10 years 

Total age of 10 boys = 10x10 = 100 years 
Average age of 9 boys = 11 years 
Total age of 9 boys = 11 X 9 = 99 years 
Age of the boy who lost the class 

= 100 - 99 = 1 year 

32. (b) Before 3 years. 

Average age of 5 members = 17 years 
Total age of 5 members, 3 years ago 

= 17 X 5 = 85 years 
Present total of ages of 5 members 

= 85 + 5 X 3 = 100 years 
Present average age of 6 members 

(5 members +1 baby) = 17 years 


Total age of 6 members = 17 x 6 »102 years 
Age of the baby = 102 -10 0 = 2 yea rs_ 

33. (c) Letlheno.of 

x + y = 150....(0 Rs49 = 4900p. 
50x + 25y = 4900....(ii) 

Solving (0 and (ft), we get, y = 104 

34. (b) Distance between two places = 12 miles 

= 12 X 1.6 = 19.2 km [ *.• 1 mile = 1.6 km] 

Time taken in going from one place to another 
Distance 19.2 , „. 


Time taken in coming back = —j- = 6.4 hrs 

Total time taken = 4.8 + 6.4 = 11.2 hrs 
Total distance = 19.2 +19.2 = 38.4 km 
. Total distance 38.4 24 

Ave„s=sp«<l- 'lu“r 

= 3 ^ km/hr 

35. (c) Area of a rect = LxB = 5x3 = 15sqcm 

Decreased length of longer side = 5 - 3 = 2 cm 
Decreased area = 2 X 3 = 6 sq cm 
Decrease in area = 15 - 6 = 9 sq cm 

36. (a) H.C.F. X L.C.M. = Product of two nos. 

160 X 4800 = 480 X second no. 


Second no. = 


160 x 4800 


= 1600 


Note:— The above formula is tnw for only txoo nos. 

37. (b) (125)^''^ = (5'^)^^^ = 5^’'^^•’ = 5^ = 25 

38. (a) 70 = 2x35 

245 = 7x35 
H.C.F = 35 

39. (a) 2|l0,16,24 

2 5, 8.12 
2 5, 4, 6 
5, 2, 3 

LCM. = 2x2x2x2x3x5 

The reqd. no. which is a jaerfect square and divisible 

by 10,16,24 = 2x2x2x2x3x3x5x5 = 3600 

40. (c) Let the no. of 25 paise coins be x and the no. of 10 

paise coins be y 

x + y= 130.(0 

Total amount = Rs 25 = 2500 p 

25x + 10y = 2500. (ii) 

Solving (i) and (ii) we get x = 80 
No. of 25 paise coins = 80 
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OBJICTtVE'TYf^ TE^ 


GENERAL AWARENESS 


1. The contract between India 
and Russia (ISRO-Glavkosmos con¬ 
tract) for supply of cryogenic en^nes 
and related technology oy Russia to 
India signed in January 1991, was 
meant 

(a) exclusively for India's 
civilian space programme 

(b) for India's space prog- 
gramme concerning defe¬ 
nce purposes 

(c) to develop the technology 
for sale to other countries 

(d) for both civilian and 
^miliary purposes 

^Akhei a "no-confidence" mo¬ 
tion is admitted in the Lok Sabha, a 
date for the debate is to be decided 
within: 

(a) 7 days 
10 days 
(c) 15 days 
# (jO 30 days 

After a "no<onfidence" mo¬ 
tion is admitted in the Lok Sabha, 
who decides a date for the debate? 

(fll President 
(^Vice-President 
Lok Sabha Speaker 
(in^rimc Minister 

Of the total strength of 
the Lok Sabha, how much mini¬ 
mum number is required for a 
"no-confidence" motion to be ad¬ 
mitted? j 

ffl) one-fifth Jfa) one-tenth 
(cy one-third \a) one-fourth 

•mkr The Gold Bond Scheme was 
launched primarily to: 

supplement the national 
gold assets with idle gold 
reserves 

S reduce smugglmg 

keep prices imaer control 
All the above 

6. Under the Gold Bond 
Scheme, the government is reported 
to have collected from the public 
oven 

(a) six tonnes of gold 


f 


(b) seven-tonnes of gold 

(c) eight tonnes of gold 
(<0 ten tonnes of gmd 

7. India's export of white sugar 
in 1993-94 is likely to be: 

(fl) 1,50,000 tonnes 

(b) '’^^,000 tonnes 

(c) 3,50,000 tonnes 
(eO 4,00,000 tonnes 

8. India's foreign exchange 
reserves as on March 31,1993 were: 

(a) $2.30 billion 

(b) $3.50 billion 

(c) $5.60 billion 
(t^-<^40 billion 

9. Name given to shore-based 
nautical academy training ship is: 

(a) Samudra Gupta 

(b) Chandra Gupta 

(c) /Chanakya 

(d) Pulakesin 

10. World Health Day is 
celebratedop: 

'(«f^ril7 

(b) March 6 

(c) March 15 
March 21 

•Uf India's per capita income ac¬ 
cording/to latest statistics is: 

(aji Rs 2,222 

(b) Rs 3,222 

(c) Rs 4,222 

(d) ^ 4,520 

Mk/fhe third batsman in the 
world and the first left-hander to 
score two double centuries in succes¬ 
sive Test matches is: 

(a) Ravi Shastri 
Kambli 

(c) Chetan Chauhan 

(d) Kapil Dev 

rvivho among the following is 
author of the book "Blue Star"? 

(a) K.P.S.Gill 

(b) Prakash Sii^h Badal 

(c) Gurcharan Sngh Tohra 
y^.S. Brar 

^$•7 India's first InsHtute of 
Petroleum Safety and Envirotunent 
Mai\agement (H^EM) is being set up 


by die Oil and Natural Gas Commis¬ 
sion at: 

(a) Bomb ay 
tli)r"RSful in Soutit Goa 

(c) Madras 

(d) Diu 

15. Which part of Ethiopia voted 
for independence in a referendum 
held on April 28,1993, under the U.N. 
supervision? 

(a) Bosnia-Herzegovina 
(bJBosnian Serbia 
(a)"Tritrea 

(d) Montenegro 

16. The two revolutionaries who 
were hanged on May 8,1915 in the 
Hardinge bomb case were: 

(a) Bhagat Singh and Rajguru 

(b) Rpjguru and Sukhdev 
(6)«<Amir Chand and Master 

Avadh Behari 

(d) None of these 

17. "If war should come, it will be 
due to lack of human wisdom." Who 
said dtis in the British House of Com¬ 
mons in 1914 on the possibility of war 
between Britain and Germany? 

(a) Andrew Bernard Law 

(b) Churchil 

(c) Chamberlain 

(d) None of these 

4y^ho is known as the "saint 
of the gutters"? 

(a) Baba Amte' 

(b) B.R. Ambedkar 
■4a ) - M other Teresa 

(d) Mahatma Gandhi 

19^,4A^ith Nepali, Manipuri and 
Kotllcani included in the Eighth 
Schedule, the number of languages 
(in the Eighth Schedule) goes up to: 

(a) 15 

(b) 16 
(cHB 
(d) 20 

20. The summit of the Group of 
Seven (G-7) industrialised countries 
was held in July, 1993, in: 

(a) Washington 

(b) Moscow 


SEPTEMBEH’93 COMPETmON MASTER 1SS 


(c) ^ndon 

21. The winner of Magsaysay 
Award this year for government ser¬ 
vice is a: 

(fl)J}(umese 
Vietnamese 

(c) N. Korean 

(d) Malaysian 

22. Shirdhi, a tiny village in Ah- 
mednagar district of Maharashtra, is 
known for: 


{a) birth place of Sai Baba 

(b) headquarters of Sai Baba 
JaJ^he Samadhi of Shirdi Ka 
Sai Baba 

(d) Ashram of Sai Baba 


23. Navyug Express, a newly in¬ 
troduced train connects Mangalore in 
the south-western coast of Karnataka 


to: 




Jammu Tawi 

(b) Amritsar 

(c) Pathankot 

(d) AmbalaCantt 

24. Which two of the following 
are true about the Indian doctor, Ms 
Banoo Coyali, who has won the 
Ramon Magsaysay Award for public 
service? 


(a) 

ib) 




She worked tirelessly for 
family planning in the rural 
areas 

She improved the lot of the 
urban poor women in her 
country 

She improved the lot of 
rural women handicapped 
by poverty and their subor¬ 
dinate position in the In¬ 
dian social order 
She introduced a 
programme which in¬ 
structed girls and young 
women in new livelihood 
skills 


,,25:^irilal Jain, who died recent¬ 
ly, was connected with: 


(fl) films 
(b) music 
■(ef journalism 
(d) art and sculpture 


26. Who became the care-taker 
Prime Minister of Pakistan in July, 
1993, after resignation of Nawaz 
Sharief? 


(a) Wasim Sanad 

(b) Benazir Bnutto 


(c) ZahidSarfraz 
Juieeen Qureshi 

^T^^ho is known as the war¬ 
lord of Somalia who has recently 
been attacking the UN troops sta¬ 
tioned in Magadishu, the capital of 
that country? 

JnJ>^ohammed Farah Aideed 

(b) Bernard Dowiyogo 

(c) Gonzalo Sanchez Lozad 

(d) Ali Hassan Mwinyi 

28. Under "Operation Flood", 
the biggest dairy development 
project in the world started in 1970 by 
the National Dairy Development 
Board of which Dr VergheseKurian is 
the chairman, India is set to earn 
through the export of milk powder 
this year to the tune of: 

(a) $ three million 

(b) $ four million 

(c) $ eight million 

(d) $ ten million 

29. On rejection by the Bosnian 
Serbs of the Vance-Owen peace plan 
worked out by the UN and 
European Community mediators 
on former Yugoslavia, the UN im¬ 
posed tough sanctions which 
amount to: 

(a) a virtual blockade of the 
two remaining Yugoslav 
Republics of Serbia and 
Montenegro 

(b) closure of all border cross¬ 
ings with the two republics 

(c) a clamp-down on the traffic 
on the Danube and in the 
Adriatic Sea 

(d) a freezing of their assets 
abroad 

(e) All the above 

30. Which year is to be observed 
as International Year of Family as 
declared by the United Nations? 

(d) 1993 

(c) 1995 

(d) 1996 

31. In 1993, National Games will 
be held in: 

^‘(i^r’^harashtra 

(b) Kerala 

(c) Andhra Pradesh 

(<0 Tamil Nadu 

32. Dadasaheb Phalke Award 
has been given in 1992 to: 

(a) Ashok Kumar 


Bhupen Hazarika 

(c) MaheshBhatt 

(d) Sharmila Tagore 

33. Haldi Ghati award for valu¬ 
able services to society through the 
medium of journalism, has been 
recentlya]^Med to: 

t3)Ms Madhu Kishwar 

(6) Nirupma Dutt 

(c) Chitra Subramaniam 

(d) Nalini Singh 

34. The first Sharad^oshi award, 
1993, instituted by the government of 
Madhya Pradesh, has been given to: 

(a) Amjad Ali Khan 

(b) Zakir Hussain 

JpJ^arishankar Parsai, the 

well-known satirist 

(d) Hari Prasad Chaurasia 

35. The famous 'Kirti Stambha' 
in Chittorgarh was built by: 

(a) Bajjipa Rawal 

(l»)''Rana Kumbha 

(c) Rana'Sanga 

(d) RanaPratap 

36. Which of the following 
saints wrote the book 'Bijak'? 

(a) Ramdas 

(b) Tulsidas 

(c) Guru Arjan Dev 

s^dH^aBir 


37. Doctrine of Lapse was 
brought forward by: 

(a) Lord Wellesley 

(b) Lord Hastings 
—(ej-^rd Dalhousie 

(d) Lord Canning 

38. Balban's greatest achieve¬ 
ment was: 


»(S)rTfe^suppressed die revolts 

(b) He established peace and 
security 

(c) He reduced the powers of 
Nobles 

(d) He put up a strong defence 
against Mongols 

39. Chola Empire reached its 
zenith during the reign of: 


•^aJTlCajaraja I the Great 
ib) Parantakal 

(c) Rajendra Chola I 

(d) Rajendra Chola II 


40. The first Muslim ruler who 
enforced price regulation was: 

(a) ntumush 

(Jb) SherShahSuri 

(c) Mohammed Tughlaq 
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Khajuraho 


AlauddinKhUji 
41. Which of the following 
Vedas is a collection of "spells and 
incantatimis"? 

(a) Rig Veda 

(b) YajurVeda 
(ejSttm Veda 
.(i^r^thaiva Veda 

42/^^e famous Khajuraho 
tem^ was built by: 

(flKjSoijan—Prathiar kings 
Chandela kings 

(c) Chauhan kings 

(d) The Guptas 

43. Quit India Movement was 
started at; 

(a) Delhi—15 August 1942 
(MVjiardha —1 August 1942 
(CfBombay —8 August 1942 
{d) None of these 

44. Chauri-Chaura incident re¬ 
lated to: 

(fl) Massive police firing on un- 
ar 0 ied satyagrahis 
■^k)'"Burning of police post by a 
mob 

(c) A major offensive by under¬ 
ground revolutionaries 

(d) Large-scale looting of 
government properly by 
Congress workers 

45. Who was the pioneer of the 
Bhakti Movement? 

(fl) Kabir 

(b) Ramanand 
t(^''*Ramanuja 

(d) Shankaracharya 

46. Wliy was the Non-copera- 
tion Movement started by Gandhiji? 

(fl) tt^ressurise Britishers 

get complete Inde¬ 
pendence 

(c) because of Non-violence 

(d) None of these 

47. Third Battle of Panipat was 
fought between: 

(fl) Ahmed Shah Abdali and 
the Mc^uls 

Ul^^hmea Shah Abdali and 
the Marathas . 

(c) Ahined Shah Abdali and 
the Britishas 

(d) Marathas and the Moghuls 

48. Vande Mataram was first 
published in: 

(fl) Anandn Bazar Patrika 
(b) Gitanjaii i 


(c) Durge^ Nandini 
(l^*7Cnanda Math 

49. Which of the two countries 
are associa^ vrtth Siachen? 

(flj’^Tndia & Pakistan 

(b) India & China 

(c) India &; Nepal 

(<Q India & Bangladesh 

50. Which of the following is 
correct in chronological order? 

(1) Champaran (2) Dandi March 
(3) Non-cooperation (4) Quit 
India 

(a) 1-2-3-4 

(b) 2-3-1-4 

(bH^-2-4 

(d) 4-3-2-! 

51. Fahein visited India during 
the reign of: 

(fl) Samudragupta 

(b) Hajishavardnan 
4 ;;)«>^ii^dragupta-II 

(d) Chandraguptn Maurya 

52. The largrat Buddhist Stupa is 
situated in which city? 

(fl) 

(ii)«^nchi 

(c) Amritsar 

(d) Delhi 

53. The first woman president of 
the Indian National Congress was: 

(fl) Vijayalakshmi Pandit 

(b) Sasyini Naidu 
W'TCnnie Besant 
(d) Kasturba Gandhi 

54. Name the first lady to sit on 
the throne of Delhi. 

-.((^rRazia Sultana 

(b) Jijabai 

(c) Lakshmi Bai 

(d) None of these 

55. Which one of these describes 
about Samudragupta? 

(fl) Pillar of Helidorous 
(b^illar at Allahabad 

(c) Pillar at Mehrauli 

(d) Samath Pillar 

56. During the period of Finan¬ 
cial Emergency, President has the 
authority to; 

(fl) declare a Plan holiday 

(b) cancel all foreign loans 

(c) impose new taxes without 
JParliament's approval 

(dfreduce the salaries of the 
Judges of the Supreme 
Court and High Courts. 


57. Which of the folk«ving^ter 
ments is NOT true regarding tite ap 
pointment ofjSupreme Court judges? 

(fl)i*‘f?e must have attained the 

^ age of 55 years 

(b) He must have setved as a 
judge in a High Court for at 
least five years 

(c) He must, in the opinion of 
the President, be a distin¬ 
guished Jurist 

(d) He must have worked as im 
advocate in a High Court 
for not less dian ten years 

58. In which of the following 
amendments the IX Schedule of the 
Indian Coi^tution is included? 

(flj-^t Amendment 

(b) 24th Amendment 

(c) 42nd Amendment 

(d) It is a part of original Con¬ 
stitution 

59. The maximum number of 
elected mernjsers in a State Assembly 


W 500 
(b) 300 
(f) 250 
- (d) 60 

60. Which of the following parts 
of Indian Constitution gives Special 
provision to Jammu & Kashmir? 

(fl) VI 

(b) IX 

(c) M 

(tiyxxi 

61. The Fundamental Duties 
have been enumerated in the Con¬ 
stitution under which Amendment? 

(fl) 40th 

(J>r42nd 

(c) 50th 

(d) 54th 

62. Who scrutinises the ap¬ 
propriation accounts of the Govern¬ 
ment and report of tlie Comptroller 
and Auditor General? 

(fl) Public Accounts Commit- 

•fllf^timates Committee 

(c) Committee on Public Un¬ 
dertaking 

(d) None of these 

63. The Structural Adjustment 
Loan to support Indian Economy's 
leap into a more competitive environ¬ 
ment has been secured from: 

j^^'^nk of America 
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(b) World Bank 

(c) I.M.F. 

(d) Asian Development Bank 

64. ficonomics is "the study of 
relationship between unlimited 
wants and scarce resources". Who 
defined thi.s: 

(a) Lionel Robbins 

Cimbergon 
(iffj.M. Keynes 
(li) Frederick von Hreyek 

65. Company pays their cor- 
poratiorvjax out of their: 

in) Income 

(b) Production 

(c) Sales tax 

(d) Investment 

66. 'Mukherjee Formula' relates 

(af^oviding economic assis¬ 
tance to the States 

(b) setting the difference be¬ 
tween the ULFA and 
Assam Government 

(c) repatriation of Capital in¬ 
vested by non-resident In¬ 
dians 

(d) flushing out terrorists from 
their hideouts in Jammu 
Kashmir valley 

67. The Union Territory, Dadra 
and Nagar Haveli, lies between 
which of the following States? 

(a) Andhra Pradesh—Madhya 
Pradesh 

Gujarat—Maharashtra 

(c) Madhya Pradesh— 
Maharashtra 

(d) Gujarat—Madhya Pradesh 

68. The river basin which is 
called "Ruhr of India" is; 

(a) Hooghli Jil^amodar 

(c) Periyar 

(d) Swarnarekha 

69. The boundary line which 
divides India and Pakistan is: 

(fl) Durand Line 

(b) MacMahon Line 
ief'^dcliffe Line 
(d) MaginotLine 

70. Garth is a planet having its 
orbit between tliose of: 

(flJMercury and Venus 
(Ijy'wnus and Mars 

(c) Mercury and Mars 

(d) Venus and Jupiter 

71. Chandan wood is found in 


which Indian State? 

<^ifKamataka 

(b) Kerala 

(c) Andhra Pradesh 

(d) Tamil Nadu 

72. The region having high 
temperature, high humidity and high 
range of low temperature is: 

(a^r'^^uatorial 

(b) Mediterranean 

(c) Evergreen 

(d) Tropical Grassland 

73. In which Indian State is 
Sriharikota situated? 

(a) Rajasthan 

(b) Maharashtra 

(c) Gujarat 
■<(4'^ndhra Pradesh 

74. Which planet is farthest from 
the Sun? 

(a) Mercury 
jjkH^uto 

(c) Jupiter 

(d) Uranus 

75. Which is the longest river in 
India? 

{a) Brahmaputra 
(ftJNarmada 
-^fTGanges 
(d) Yamuna 

76. Panna Diamond mines are 
found in which State? 

(fll^ihar 

fl^Madhya Pradesh 

(c) Orissa (d) Rajasthan 

77. Which State of India has the 
longest coast line? 

(a) Maharashtra 
(b^Jiarnataka 
^jejAndhra Pradesh 

(d) Tamil Nadu 

78. Durand line is the border of 
which two countries? 

(ajipdia & Afghanistan 
j(l»xl?akistan & Afghanistan 

(c) India & China 

(d) India & Tibet 

79. Cinnamon is extracted from 
which part of the tree? 

(a) stem 

(b) root 

(c) le^ 

80. The new name of South West 
Africa is: 

(a) Zimbabwe 

(b) Tanzania 


(b) 

(c) 


Namibia 
(d) Zaire 

81. The term'Rock'comprises: 

(a) forming a firm and 
coherent mass of earth's 
crust 

an aggregate of minerals 
usuafiv two or more 
naturally occurring mass of 
solid, inorganic and or- 
^nic materuls 
of the above 

82. The four topographic fea¬ 

tures of Continental Margins of ocean 
are: . 

Ji^'^'^ntinental Shelf, Deep- 
Sea Plain, the Deeps and 
Continental Slope 

(b) Bank, Sherf, Reef and Con¬ 
tinental Shelf 

(c) Bank, Sherf, Reef and Con¬ 
tinental Rise 

(d) Bank, Sherf, Reef and 
Canyon 

83. Which country is likely to 
take over to India in tea production? 

>iSfCh ina 

(b) Bangladesh 

(c) Maldive 

(d) Sri Lanka 

84. Petrology deals with: 

of rocks in the earth's 

crust 

(b) study of petroleum 
products 

(c) study of formation of soils 
(<0 stu(^ of petroleum related 

market economy 

85. Dialysis is used for patients 
suffering from: 

.^•J'^dney trouble 

(b) lungdesease 

(c) heart trouble 
(tQ liver disease 

86 . Newton is the unit of: 

(a) velocity 

(b) momentum 
4^rToKe 

(d) acceleration due to gravity 

87. Red Blood corpuscles are 
formed in: 

•^(ajrEone marrow 
(b) liver 
(cj kidneya 
(<0 small intestine 

88 . Birth control pills contain 
synffietic: 


168 SEPTEMBER’93 COMPETITION MASTER 


(rt)^ar 

P)^ormones 

(c) vitamins 

(d) minerals 

89. Nitrogen fixation is carried 
out by: 

(a) RedAlrae 

(b) Gpeen Algae 
M^ue-Green Algae 

(a) Brown Algae 

90. Hyjjrogen Peroxide is: 

(a) '’^dising agent 

(b) reducing agent 

(c) both oxidising and reduc¬ 
ing agent 

(d) None of these 

91. Which of the following is 
petroleum wax? 

(fl) Jojoba 

(b) Beeswax 
(e^-l^affin wax 
(d) Camanbawax 

92. Bicycle was invented by: 
(aj^leigh 

■(iTMacmillan 

(c) Humber 
(<0 Atlas 

93. Heart beats generally ati, 

(a) 46/m 

(b) 2.78/m 

(c) 85/m 

J4^lm 

94. Diamond is an allotropic 
form of: 

-^ijjfcaibon 

(b) Aluminium 

(c) Zinc 

(d) Copper 

95. Detergents are made of: 

(a) Nittate 
^((^''Sulphate 

(c) Bisulphate 

(d) None of these 

96. Biogas is helpful in rural 
areas because it: 

(a) provides employment 

(b) provides energy for rural 
industries 

(c) keeps village clean 
jf^'^nls rural domi^tic ener¬ 
gy requirements 

97. A substance which glows 
and is used in matches is: 

fa) Sodium 
(bJEhosphorus 
fc^ulphur (d) Chlorine 

98. Hydroponics is: 


(a) Spil preservation techni¬ 
ques 

(b) Instrument for measuring 
density of liquids 

(6^’'C!uitivating plants widiout 
using soil 

(d) Soil development techni¬ 
ques 

99. Soyabeans contain high de¬ 
gree of: 

. (a) nutrients 
(i^-^ffoteins 

(c) carbohydrates 
(di vitamins 

100. Triple antigen is prevention 
against: 

^^"miooping cough 

(b) Typhoid 

(c) Polio 

(d) Smallpox 

101. Wastes are used in the 
production of 

(a) alcohol 
^b^nogas 

(c) starch 

(d) notliing 

102. Match the following di.s- 
eases and the deficiency causing 
them: 

Disease Deficiency 

A. Rickets 1. Vitamin D 

B. Beri Beri 2. Vitamin B-12 

C. Night 3. Vitamin A 

blindness 

D. Scurvy 4. Vitamin C 

A B C D 

dfin 2 3 4 

(b) 4 2 3 1 

(c) 3 2 14 

(d) None of these 

103. Ozone layer is important 
because: 

(a) It is useful in photosyn¬ 
thesis 

(b) It prevents earth's radiation 
from escaping 

jcJ.-It'acts as a selective filter for 
ultra-violet rays 

(d) It blocks the ultra-violet 
rays 

104. Chemical fertilizers con¬ 
tain: 

^(ij^itrogen, Potassitun, Phos¬ 
phorus 

(b) Oxygen, Potassium, 
Nitrogen 

(c) Iron, Potassium, Nitrogen 


(d) Magnesium, Caldum 

105. Which of the foUowiiig is a 
genetically transmitted di^ase? 

(a) myopia 


(d) night blindness 

106. Pesticides are used to 
destroy: 

(aJ^liiMCts 

(b) micro-organisms 

(c) poisonous plants 

(d) poisonous substances in 
soil 

107. Which of the followi ng is an 
insecticide? 

(a) TNT_ 

(»>-E«yr 

(c) Urea 

(d) None 

108. A ship moves in the sea by 
displacing the water. Which of the 
following condition must be satisfied 
for the proper sailing of ship without 
sinking? 

iflyUne ship's mctacentre must 
be below the centre of 
gravity 

(b) the ship's mctacentre must 
be above the centre of 
gravity 

(c) me ship's metacentre must 
be synchronize with the 
centre of gravity 

(d) the ship's metacentre must 
be below the pimsall line 

109. Coating of iron is used by 

which metal? / 

(a) Chromium “(if Zinc 

(c) Mercury (d) Mica 

110. 'Bionics' deals with: 

(rt) study of mechanical sys¬ 
tems that behave like living 
beings 

(b) The science of tfie laws of 
life 

(c) The study of duraticOT of life 

(d) None of these 

111. What is the metal used in 
galvanising? 

d^fX^oppet 

(bllron 

Zinc 

(d) Alununium 

112. When compared to a brea.st 
feed baby, a baby which is fed with 
artificial food through a feeding bot- 
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tie shows the following charac¬ 
teristics: 

(fl) it is more c^ese 
( 6 ) it has less resistance 
capacity to disease 

gets less vitamins and 
proteins 

(li) its growth in height is not 
proper 

Which of the above statements is 
true? 

(a) aandb 
(b^ll the four 
^ a, b and c 
(d) a,bandd 

113. The highest percentage in 
atmosphere is of: 

(a) Oxygen 

(b) J 2 &tbon dioxide 
(<17 Nitrogen 

(d) Hydrogen 

114. Wisdom tooth appears in a 
human being when age is between: 

(<i) 4 to 8 years 

(b)JO to 14 years 
to 30 years 
to 40 years 

115. Poliomyelitis, which causes 
polio in man is spread by: 

(a) mosquito 

(b) water 

(c) adulterated feed 

116. Bile is secreted by: 

(a) Pancreas 

(b) Small Intestine 

(c) Stomach 
-^e^iver 

117. Pasteurization of milk 
means; 

to)..-h 6 ating of milk upto 62°C 
^ heating of milk upto 100°C 

(c) cooling of milk at 4°C 

(d) cooling of milk at 0“C 

118. Decomposition of organic 
matter is caused by: 

(a) algae 

(b) hjpgL,. 

W'TOcteria 
(fl) virus 

119. Biological control of insects 
is through: 

(fl)o»ganic natural compounds 
^iTorganic synthesized com¬ 
pounds 

(c) inorganic natural com¬ 
pounds 


(d) ail the above 

120. Which among the following 
is a main constituent of glass? 

(fl)j»agnesium sulphate 
^^d)ca\d\iB\ silicate 

(c) silicon tetrafluoride 

(d) calcium sulphate 

121. Which country has the 
highest p^apita Income? 

(li^^''^itzerland 

(b) Japan 

(c) Norway 

(d) Sweden 

122. Two punctures will appear 
on the part bitten by a: 

(a) scorpion 
( 14 «<^sonous snake 

(c) Dee 

(d) wasp 

123. Who said this 'You give me 
blood and I will give you freedom'? 

(a) Nehru 

(b) M.K. Gandhi 
''(4>.i0Gbhas Chandra Base 
(if) Sardar Patel 

124. Arjuna awards are given for 
which field? 

(ii) Cinema 

(b) Science 

(c) Trade , 
slj£)^-Sip6fts 

125. Who is the winner of Nobel 
Peace Prize of 1992? 

(a) ^tavioPaz 
,Jb)'1?igoberta Menchu 

(c) M. Gorbachev 

(d) Dalai Lama 

126. Who is the winner of Nobel 
Prize for Economics in 1992? 

(a) Georges Charpak 

(b) Derek Walcott 
»4«f'Cafy S. Becker 

(d) None of these 

127. Greta Garbo is related to: 

(a) Athletics 

dib^-Acting 

(c) Journalism 

(d) Literature 

128. Which of the following lan¬ 
guages is not the official language of 
the United Nations? 


«4<^^erman 

(b) French 

(c) Chinese 

(d) Spanish 

129. NAM summit was held 
twice in which of the following 


countries/cities? 

(a) Havana 

(b) Lusaka 
(cjjZimbabwe 

Belgrade 

130. Which of the following 
pairs of countries is, involved in the 
issue of'^oRingya' refugees? 

Bangladesh—Myanmar 

(b) Iran—^Iraq 

(c) Myarunar—^India 

(d) India—Bangladesh 


1 . (a) 

4. (b) 

7. (b) 

10 . (a) 

13. (d) 

16. (c) 

19. (c) 

22 . (c) 

24. (c)&( 
26. (d) 

29. (e) 

32. (b) 

35. (b) 

38. (a) 

41. (d) 

44. (b) 

47. (b) 

50. (c) 

53. (c) 

56. (d) 

59. (a) 

62. (a) 

65. (a) 

68. (b) 

71. (a) 

74. (b) 

77. (c) 

80. (c) 

83. (a) 

86. (c) 

89. (c) 

92. (b) 

95. (b) 

98. (c) 
101 . (b) 

104. (a) 

107. (b) 
no. (a) 

113. (c) 

116. (d) 

119. (b) 

122 . (b) 

125. (b) 

128. (a) 


ANSWERS 

2 . (b) 

5. (d) 

8 . (d) 
11 . (a) 

14. (b) 

17. (a) 

20 . (d) 

23. (a) 


3. (c) 
6 . (a) 
9. (c) 
12 . (b) 
15. (c) 
18. (c) 
21 . (b) 


' 27. (fl) 
30. (b) 
33. (a) 
.36. (d) 
39. (a) 
42. (b) 
45. (c) 
48. (d) 
51. (c) 
54. (a) 
57. (a) 
60. (d) 
63. (c) 
66 . (a) 
69. (c) 
72. (a) 
75. (c) 
78. (b) 
81. (d) 
84. (a) 
87. (a) 
90. (a) 
93. (d) 
96. (d) 
99. (b) 
102 . (a) 
105. (c) 
108. (a) 
111 . (c) 
114. (c) 
117. (a) 

12 a (b) 
123. (c) 
126. (c) 
129. (d) 


25. (c) 
28. (b) 
31. (a) 
34. (c) 
37. (c) 
40. (d) 
43. (c) 
46. (b) 
49. (a) 
52. (b) 
55. (b) 
58. (a) 
61. (b) 
64. (a) 
67. (b) 
70. (b) 
73. (d) 
76. (b) 
79, (d) 
82. (a) 
85. (a) 
88 . (b) 
91. (c) 
94. (a) 
97. (c) 
100 . (a) 
103. (c) 
106. (a) 
109. (b) 
112 . (c) 
115. (d) 
118. (c) 
121 . (a) 
124. (d) 
127. (b) 
130. (a) 
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OBJECnVE-TYPE QUfSTiONS 


ENGLISH LANGUAGE 


* 1-15. Read the following passage 
caiefuily and answer the questions 
given below it. Certain words/ 
phrases, passage are printed in bold 
to help you locate them while 
answering some of the questions: 

Long, long ago, in a big forest, 
there were many trees. Among the 
cluster of trees, there was a very tall 
pine tree. He was so tall that he could 
talk to the stars in the sky. He could 
easily look over the heads of the other 
trees. One day late in the evening, the 
pine tree saw a little girl approaching 
him. He could see her only because of 
his height. She was in tears. The pine 
tree bent as low as he could and 
asked the weeping girl: "What is the 
matter? Why are you crying?'" The 
little girl, still sobbing, replied, "I was 
gathering flowers for the ChrisHhas 
garkind and I have lost my way." The 
pine tree said to the little girl, "It is 
late in the evening, it will not be pos¬ 
sible for you to return to your house, 
which is at the other end of the forest. 
Sleep for the night in this place." The 
pine tree pointed out to an open cave- 
like place under him. The little girl 
was frightened of wild animals. 

The girl quickly crept into the 
cave-like place. The pine tree was 
happy and pleased widt himself. He 
stood stiff like a soldier guarding the 
place. He was pleased with himself 
for doing this duty. After some time, 
the pine tree heard the wolves com¬ 
ing that way. "The hungry wolves 
would find the little girl and devour 
her up. 1 must do something 
quickly", he said to himself. The 
sound became louder and louder as 
the wolves were coming nearer and 
nearer. 

The pine tree earnestly called out 
to his friend the North Wind. "Please, 
North Wind, help me, blow me 
down." 

The North Wind replied, "Oon't I 
be silly, 1 will not blow you down. I 


Why should I ruin my friend?" hear¬ 
ing this, the pine tree got annoyed 
simply because of the wastage of pre¬ 
cious time. 

He said in an angry tone, "Stop 
that nonsense. Do as I tell you." The 
North Wind began to blow and the 
pine tree fell wim a loud thud at the 
mouth of die cave-like place. The pas¬ 
sage to the cave was thereby blocked, 
making it impossible for the wolves 
to enter. The little girl was thus .saved 
from the hungry wolves. 

1. Why was the little girl 
crying? 

(a) She had a habit to do so 

(V) She had lost the garland of 

Christmas flowers 

(c) She was afraid of the wild 
animals 

.m She could not trace the 
way to her home in the 
forest 

(e) None of these 

2. What made the pine tree 
angry? 

(fl) the loud sound of the wol¬ 
ves 

(b) the use of the word "silly" 
by the North Wind against 
him 

(c) the North Wind wanted to 
break their friendship 

(d) the intention of the North 
Wind to blow the pine tree 
down 

• (e) None of these 

3. How could the pine tree see 
the little girl? 

(a) he had a desire to develop 
friendship with her 

(b) the stars informed him of 
the little girl 

(c) he heard the sobbing of the 
girl 

»(d) he was the tallest tree in 
the forest 

(e) None of these 

4. Who helped the pine tree to 
save ttie life of the girl? 

(а) the wolf 

(б) the cave 


•(c) North Wind 
{d) the stars 
(c) None of these 

5. Why did the girl spend the 
night in die cave-likeplace? 

• (a) She was directed by the 

S ine tree to do so 
\e wanted to see the hid- • 
den wild animals inside it 
(c) the weather outside was 
very cold 

(d) the cave-like place was 
covered with the tree i 
trunk 

(e) None of these | 

6 . Where was the house of the 
girl located? 

(a) in the deep forest 

(b) near the pine tree 
• (c) at the end of the forest 

(d) beside the cave-like place 

(c) None of these 

7. Why was the pine tree 
happy with himself? 

(a) he was proud of his height 
• (b) he had got a chance to do 
his duty 

(c) he could locate the girl 
who had Icpt her way in 
the forest 

(d) he succeeded in com¬ 
manding the North Wind 
(c) None of these 

8 . Which of the following state¬ 
ments is NOT TRUE in the context of 
the passage? 

(a) there was a cluster of trees 
in the forest 

(ft) the pine tree decided to 
guard the place 

•(c) the girl did not want to 
enter the cave 

(d) the girl lost her way while 
collecting flowers 
(c) the pine tree fell down 
with a loud sound 

9. How was the little girl saved 
from the wolves? 

(a) the pine tree blocked the 
I passage to the cave 

making it impossible for 
the wolves to enter 
(b) the blow of the North 
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Wind threatened the wol¬ 
ves and drove them away 

(c) the cave-like place hid the 
girl and so, the wolves 
could not locate her 

(d) the pine tree became the 
soldier and drove the wol¬ 
ves away 

(c) None of these 

10. Which of the following state¬ 
ments is TRUE in the context of the 
passage? 

(a) the sound of the wolves 
became louder because of 
the force of the North 
Wind 

. (h) the North Wind at first 
refused to blow the pine 
tree down 

(c) the pine tree asked the girl 
to go home in the night 
(rf) the weeping girl was not 
consoled by the pine tree 

(c) the girl could not be saved 
from the wol </es 

* 11-13. Choose the word which is 
most nearly the SAME in meaning 
as the woni/group of words given in 
bold as used in the passage. 

11 . silly 

(a) sad 
'(b) foolish 

(cj simple 
(cl) proud 

(e) polite 

12 . crept 

(^0 walked 

(b) pushed 
‘(c) crawled 

(a) pulled 

(c) rushed 

13. called out 
t(a) instructed 

(b) advi.sed 

(c) begged 

(d) helped 

(c) went 

* 14-15. Choose the word which is 
most OPPOSITE in meaning of the 
word given in bold as used in the 
passage. 

14. louder 
(n) softer 

(b) little 

(c) smaller 

(d) noisy 
'(r) silent 

15. low 

(//) down 
(b) above 


(c) below 

(d) over 
\e) high 

* 16-20. Pick out the most effective 
word from the given words to fill in 
the blank to make the sentence com¬ 
plete. 

16. The huts were_on fire by 

some anti-social elements. 

(a) -opened 

(b) burst 

(c) shot 

(<0 released 
-(e) set 

17. Although the two sisters are 

twins, they look somewhat_. 

(a) alike 

(b) unique 

• (c) different 

(d) related 

(e) similar 

18. Although the policemen 

searched the place_they could not 

collect any evidence. 

(a) heavily 
'(b) thoroughly 

(c) largely 
(if) calmly 

(e) greatly 

19. The judge ordered that the 

criminal be put_death. 

(a) to 

(b) under 

(c) at 

(d) till 

(e) through 

20. The city was plunged _ 

darkne.ss due to a sudden power 
failure. 

(a) at 

(b) through 

(c) to 

(d) under 
•(e) into 

* 21-25. In each sentence below, one 
word has been printed in bold. 
Below the sentence, five words are 
suggested can replace the word 
printed in bold without changing 
the meaning of the sentence. Find 
out the appropriate word in each 
case. 

21. Medha's desire to help the 
villagers is genuine. 

(a) accurate 

(b) correct 

(c) sincere 

(d) good 
,(e) real 


22. There appears to be some 
misunderstanding between the two. 

• (a) seems 

(b) looks 

(c) thinks 

(d) believes 

(e) supposes 

23. In the annual examination, 
Rohit stood first in his class. 

(a) ended 

(b) established 

* (c) came * 

(d) completed 

(e) scored 

24. The peon was dismissed 
from service for being lazy and 
dishonest. 

(a) separated 

(b) prevented 

•(c) removed 

(d) retired 

(e) stopped 

25. The latter part of the discus¬ 
sion was particularly fruitful. 

(a) justified 

(b) cheerful 

(c) futile 

♦ (d) productive 

(e) efficient 

* 26-35. Read each sentence to find 
out whether there is any error in it. 
The error, if any, will be in one part 
of the sentence. The number of that 
part is the answer. If there is no 
error, the answer is "5". (Ignore the 
errors of punctuation, if any.) 

26. Whenever they go out (1) for 
shopping, they (2) take their (3) pet 
dog with them (4). No error (5). 

27. Moniriia was to about (1) tell 
her teacher the (2) truth when her (3) 
friend interrupted her (4). No error 
(5). 

28. Prayag and Parag used (1) to 
work for almost twelve ( 2 ) hours in 
the factory (3) they are working ear¬ 
lier (4). No error (5). 

29. The children were (1) play¬ 
ing with a ball ( 2 ) and run around 
when (3) the aeddent occurred (4). 
No error (5). 

30. Avinash is not so (1) good a 
batsman to (2) be selected for the (3) 
national cricket team (4). No error (5). 

31. He ran*so fastly (1) that he 
reached (2) the destination in (3) just 
two minutes (4). No error (5). 

32. The firemen could not (1) 
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succeed in rescue the child (2) al> 
though they (3) could put out the fire 
(4). No enror (5). 

33. Anjali's performance in the 
(1) game was best than (2) Dcepali's 
but not (3) as good as Vaishali's (4). 
No error (5). 

34. Although he is usually (1) 
rude with everyone (2) he behaved 
nice with (3) all of us today (4). No 
error (5). 

35. The policemen started (1) 
firing the crowd (2) when the striking 
(3) workers became violent (4). No 
error (5). 

* 3fr4S. In the following passage 
there are blanks, each of which has 
been numbered. These numbers are 
printed below the passage and 
against each, five words are sug¬ 
gested, one of which fits the blank 
appropriately in the context of the 
whole passage. Find out the ap¬ 
propriate woids. 

Down below the ocean, (36) the 
water was a s (37) as the sky, stood a 
magnificent palace. The palace was 
made of coloured sea-shells -and 
pearls of different sizes. Little golden 
fish played (38) the palace, hi that 
huge palace of sea-shells and pearls 
lived the Sea-God ^39) his seven 
beautiful daughters. The Sea-God 
prohibited his daughters (40) step¬ 
ping out of the palace during day¬ 
time. But at night, the seven 
daughters of the Sea-God came out to 
play. The y (41) their chariot made of 
sea-shells and pearls and came to the 
seashore. They loved (42) hide and 
seek on full-moon nights. The seven 
sisters were beautiful (43) the 
yoimgest was the most beautiful. She 
(44) a pale golden skin, large brown 
eyes and hair. She was found (45) 
golden yellow and green dresses. 


36. (a 



as 

there 

when 

above 

where 


37. 


38. 


[a) cloudy 

PI blue 
d) unknown 
(e) deep 

for 

around 


p) to 
with 

p) through 

39.0 (a) with 
h\ about 
[cj together 

a) between 
ej for 

40. (a) by 
for 
but 
from 
in 


41. 


42. 


43. 


44. 


45. 


'<i) drives 

b) driven 
p) drove 

drive 
p) driving 

:«) played 

P\ plays 

play 
playful 

c) playing 

a) since 
W but 
p) although 

p) only 

looked 
had 

showed 
appeared 
wore 


* 46-50. Rearrange the following 
five sentences (A), (B), (C), (D) and 
(E) in the proper sequence so as to 
form a meaningful paragraph, then 
answer the questions given below 
them: 

(A) On his way back to the 
airport, he was caught in a 
traffic jam. 

(B) So, he decided to finish 
some urgent work and get 
back to me airport. 

(C) By the time he reached the 
airport, flte flight had al¬ 
ready left. 

(D) The flight was, however, 
delayed for about four 
hours. 

(E) Jayesh went to the airport 
to see off his friend. 

46. Which sentence should come 
SECOND in the paragraph? 

(a) A ^ ^ ^ (b) B 

(c) C (4 D 

U E 


47. Which sentmee should come 
LAST in the paragraph? 

S c* U I 

ie) E 

48. Which sentence should come 
FOURTFJj^n the paragraph?^ 

S C u 

ie) E 

49. Which sentence should come 
FIRST in the paragraph? 

ie) E 

50. Which sentence should come 


B 

D 


THIRD iij^the paragraph? 

(fl) B 


(«)■ 
c) C 
E 


1 . 

3. 

5. 

7. 

9. 

11 . 

13. 

15. 

17. 

19. 

21 . 

23. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 
38. 
40. 
42. 
44. 
46. 
48. 
50. 


ANSWERS 


id) 

2 . ie) 

id) 

4. (c) 

(a) 

6 . (c) 

ib) 

8 . (c) 

(«) 

10 . (b) 

ib) 

12 . (c) 

ie) 

14. ia) 

ie) 

16. ie) 

ie) 

18. (b) 


20. (e) 

ie) 

22 . (a) 

ie) 

24. (c) 

id) 



(2) delete/remove 'for' f.e. go out 
shopping. 

(1) 'was about to' 

(4) 'they were working earlier' 

(3) 'and running arorind when' 

(2) 'good a batsman as to' 

(1) 'so fast' 

(2) 'in rescuing the child' 

(2) 'better than' 


(3) 'he behaved nicely' 
(2) 'firing on the crowd' 


ie) 

37. (c) 

ib) 

39. (a) 

id) 

41. (t) 

ie) 

43. (/;) 

ib) 

45. (</) 

D 

47. C 

A 

49. 


B 
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GENERAL INTELUGENCE 


TEST OF REASONING: 


Find out (he missing numbers: 


1. 1; l;4;8;y;... 



(o) 10 (ft) 27 
(e) 17 

(c) 18 

(d) 36 

2. 3;4;5;6;8;9; 12;... 



(fl) 11 (ft) 14 

(f) 15 

(c) 16 

(d) 13 

3. 4; 32; 108;... 



(a) 256 (ft) 196 
(e) 116 

(c) 140 

(</) 172 

14 9 16 

22'23'24'25“ 



, , 36 ,,, 20 
(«) ^ (^) ^ 

(0 2,7 

56 

26 


5. 9;12; 18;30;... 



(/;) 42 (ft) 3(. 

(C-) 40 

(d) 56 

(<■) 54 



6. 5; 20; 4; 28; 7; 42;... 



((?) 8 (ft) 6 

(c) 12 

(c) 9 

(d) 4 

7. 9; 6; 18; 12; 27; 18;... 



(a) 27 (ft) 24 
(«') 30 

(c) 36 

(d) 42 

8. 12; 36; 16; 25; 20; 16; 

• •• 


(-J) 28 (ft) 26 

(<•) 36 

(c) 32 

(d) 24 

Find out the number (hat does 

not fit 

series: 



9. 75; 79; 72; 80; 69; 83 



(a) 72 (ft) 80 
(e) 69 

(f) 83 

(d) 79 

10. 7; 8; 12; 20; 37; 62 



(rt) 37 (ft) 20 
(c) 8 

ic) 12 

(d) 62 

11. HI; 100; 121; 14.5; 169; 196 


(rt) 81 (ft) 10(1 

ie) 196 

(c) 121 

(d) 145 

12. 17; 24; 38; 59; 88 



(rt) 17 (ft) 24 

(c) 38 

(d) 59 


W «8 

Find out the number that would fit in place of ques- 
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(ion mark for questions 13 to 19. 



(c) 8 (d) 7 



(c) 24 (rf) 23 


(f) 22 



© © 


(fl) 731 (b) 1625 (c) 1 

(r) 951 


"© 0 © 

® © 


(a) 68 (ft) 131 (c) 70 

(e) 71 


id) 6 


(d) 2031 


(d) 56 



18. 9 11 3 

4 8 ? 


12 


6 4 



(«) 

10 

(b) 17 

(c) 21 

(d) 19 

(e) 

18 




21 

6 

11 



13 

? 

15 



8 

16 

14 



(«) 

10 

(b) 9 

(c) 8 

(d) 12 

(e) 

17 





If 'x' means'y' means'z' means'p' iileans 

x'; Then: 

20. 10p2x5y5 = ? 

(a) 10 (b) 15 

(c) 20 

(d) 25 

(e) 16 

21. 28z4y 1 x4p5=^? 



(a) 10 (b) 15 

(c) 21 

(rf) 25 

(e) 26 

Find the odd-man out: 

22. (a) GED 

(b) MKJ 

(c) HOC 

(</) RPO 

(e) YWV 


23. (a) NPL 

(b) SUQ 

(c) JLH 

(rf) TVR 

(e) XZU 


24. (a) RVTS 

(b) DIFE 

(c) QUSR 

(rf) FJHG 

(e) LPNM 


25. («) BYXC 

(b) tXDNM 

(c) GTSH 

(rf) DWVE 

(e) JQRK 


Questions 26 to 29 

are based 

on the word 


'AGRICULTURAL': 


26. How many letters occur twice in the word? 

(a) 1 (h) 2 (c) 3 (rf) 4 (e) 5 

27. How many pairs of letters have the same number 
of letters between them as in the alphabetical order? 

(a) 1 (If) 2 (c) 3 (d) 4 (e) 5 

28. If all the letters in the word were arranged al¬ 
phabetically, which letter would be between 10th letter 
from the end and fifth one from the beginning? 

(a) C (fr) G (c) 1 (d) L (e) R 

29. Which letter in the word is 3rd to the right of 8th 
letter from left? 

(a) A (h) G (c) R (d) C (e) L 

In following questions, four words are related to the 
lead-word in the same way while one is different. Find it 
out: 

30. SETTLEMENT 

(a) SMELL ‘ (b) MENTAL 
(c) NESTLE (d) LAMENT 

(e) STONE 

31. INTERNATIONAL 

(fl) TERMINAL (b) NITRATE 

(c) NOTION (d) TENSION 

(e) STATION 


32. COLLECTION 
(a) RELATION 
(c) LOCATE 
(e) CONNECT 

33. SENTENCE 
(fl) TENSE 
(c) SENSE 
(e) SCENE 


(b) ELECTION 
(d) CLOTH 


(b) NEST 
(d) TEENS 


34. Number of letters skipped between adjacent let¬ 
ters in the series is in the order of 1^; 2^; 3\ Which of the 
following series observes the rule given above? 

(a) EGLP (b) EGLO (c) CEJT 

(d) RTWZ 

35. Number of letters skipped between adjacent let¬ 
ters in the series is 2; 5; 7 respectively. Which of the 
following series observes the rule mentioned? 

(rt) SYBE (b) FNKO (c) CFLU 

(d) QTZH 

36. Six sides of a block are coloured as mentioned 
below: 


/ WHITE 

7 


QREEN 

BLUE 

1 

RED 

1 


7 



y 


When blue is at the top which colour would be at the 
bottom? 

(a) orange (b) red (c) white 

(d) yellow 

37. Count the number of squares in the figure given 
below: 


(a) 12 (b) 13 (c) 16 (d) 17 

38. Group the following figures in tluee classes using 
each figure once only: 
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(a) 1,2,3; 4,5,8; 6,7,9 
(1;) 1,5,6; 2,3,4; 7,8,9 
(0 1,3,5; 2,4,8; 6,7,9 
(cl) 1,4,7; 2,5,8; 3,6,9 

Words in questions 39 to 45 are followed by their 
codes, each small letter representing one letter from the 
word. Your task is to find out the right code for letter 
enclosed in box: 


39. 

D 

1 

G 

E 

S 

H] 





(«) 

P 

(0) 

u 

(r) 

i 

(d) y 

(e) m 

(/) h 

40.1 

N 

o 

T 

1 

C 

E 





(«) 

m 

(01 

1 w 

(c) h 

(d) 8 

(c) u 

if) z 

41. 

S 

A 

T 

U 

Z 

0 





{«) 

q 

(b) 

m 

(c) w 

(d) V 

(0 y 

if) b 

42. 


I 

G 

H 

T 





00 

u 

(0) 

n 

(c) 

k 

(d) p 

(e) m 

if) d 

43. 

T 

H 

R 

1 

C 

1 E 





(«) 

8 

(0) 

\' 

(«:) 

m 

(d) h 

(e) n 

if) u' 

44. 

S 

T 

R 

1 A 1 

I 

N 





00 

V 

(0) 

u 

(c) 

b 

(d) m 

(e) w 

H) Y 

45. 

F 

R 

1 

E 

N 

D 





{«) 

w 

(0) 

h 

{c) 

j 

(d) u 

(e) V 

if) k 


46. If 'ROSE' is coded as 6821, 

'CHAIR' is coded as 73456 and 
'PREACH' is coded as 961473 
then 'SEARCH' would be eexied as 
(a) 246173 (b) 214673 

Jr) 214763 (d) 216473 

In a certain code, TRAIN' Is written as 'GIZRM'; 
how will 'FIGURE' be written in that code? 

(a) USTCKV (b) VTYXIV 

(c) URTFIV (d) VKGTSR 

48. The table given here shows the percentage of the 
total population of a place by age-groups. If there are 250 
million people in all, how many million are above the age 
of 45? 


Age Group 

Population percentage 

Upto—15 

8% 

16—25 

10% 

26—35 

10% 

36—45 

16% 

46—55 

22% 

56—65 

20% 

66 & above 

14% 

(<7) 56 (b) 140 

(c) 55 (d) 112 


49. The Independence Day on 15th Aup. 1988 was 
celebrated on a Wednesday; on what day was tt celebrated 
in the year 1989? 

(ri) Monday (b) Tuesday 

(c) Friday (d) Thursday 

50. The age of the mother today is thrice as that of her 
daughter. After 12 years the age of the mother will be 
twice as that of her daughter. What is the age of the 
daughter today? 

(fl) 18 years (b) 16 years (c) 14 years 

(d) 12 years 

51. Raj started from his office facing welt and walked 
100 metres straight, then he took a right turn and walked 
100 metres. Further he took a left turn and walked another 
fifty metres. In which direction is Raj now from the start¬ 
ing point? 

(a) north-east (b) south-west 

(c) north (d) north-west 

52. Which was faster, a train running at a speed of 60 
km. per hour or a car, speeding at 100 metres per 6 
seconds? 

(a) train (b) car 

(c) Both were going at the same speed 

(d) It is not possible to say 

53. Which of the following turning sequences will 
make one, who started walking towards north walk 
towards south? 

((j) left, right, left, right 

(b) left, left, right, right 

(c) left, left, right, left 

(d) right, left, left, right 

Questions 54 to 56: Which group of figures from A, 
B, C & D is needed to construct the key figure? 



A 



1 ^ 



*— KivnauM 


o Llllln 

E r= 


6 o- 
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Which group of circles represents the items in ques¬ 
tions? 

57. coffee: drink: lemonade 

58. flowers: leaves: nx)ts 

59. drawer: chair: table | 

60. women : doctors: actresses 

61. plants: mushrooms: edible 

Mahal :U.P.: Agra 








































ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1 . (b) Theseriesisl^•^'^22;2^3^3^.. 

2. (rf) Numbers are in pairs with the gap of 0,1,2,3... 

3. (a) The series is 1^x4; 2''’x4;3'V4; 4’’x4... 

]2 2^ 3^ 4^ 

4. (rf) Theseriesis—;— 

5. (e) Goon adding 3,6,12,24... to numbers. 

6. (fc) Eacli alternate number is the pr<xluct of numbers 

on its right and left. 

7. (c) There are two senes, 6; 12; 18 and 9; 18; 27; 36... 

8. (d) The two series are 12; 16; 20; 24 and 6^; 5^-4^... 

0. ((/) The series have a gap of 3 hence it ought to be 77, 
75; 72; 69... and 77; 80; 83. 

10. (b) The numbers have gap of 1^; 2^; 3^... hence 20 ought 

to be 21. 

11. (d) The numbers are in the series 9^; 10^; 11^...hence 

ought to be 12^ = 144. 

12. (c) 7; 14; 21; 28 are added to numbers, hence 88 ought 

to be 87. 

13. (c) Clockwise,3 + 5 = 8;5 + 6= n;6 + 7= 13... 

14. (a) Each outer number is the 'square + 1' of the inner 

adjacent number. 

15. (e) Anti-clixrkwise, Ix3 = 3;3x4 = 12;4x7 = 28;7xl =7. 

16. (d) Clockwise—multiply each number with 5 and add 

1 to get next one. 

17. (c) Like question 16, multiply each number with the 

number in the centre and add 2 to it. 

18. («•) The columnwise total is 25. 

19. (a) Thetotal, Iinewiseis38. 

20. (c) 21. (e) 

22. (c) 23. (e) 

24. (b) 

25. (e) The letters have same distance from A and Z/Z 

and A respectively. 

26. (d) A,L,RandU. 

27. (e) A and L; G and I; I and L; T and R and T and U. 

28. (b) 29. (a) 

30. (c) All the other words have one letter which is not in 

the word. 


31. (b) Same as above. 

32. (rt) This one has two extra letters R and A while others 

have one only. • 

33. (c) This t)ne has one 'S' extra, others comprise of let¬ 

ters from the word. 

34. (c) 35. (d) 

36. (b) 37. (d) 

38. (b) 

For answering questions 39 to 45, sort out common letters 


in the roord and match them 

with common letters in codes. 

39. 

ie) 

. 40. (b) 

41. 

(d) 

42. (f) 

43. 

(«) 

44. (c) 

45. 

(c) 

46. (&) 

47. 

(t’) 

48. (fl) 

49. 

(d) 

50. (d) 

51. 

(d) 

52. (r) 

53. 

(c) 

54. B 

55. 

A 

56. D 


57. C. Coffee and lemonade both are drinks. 

58. F. Although parts of a tree, these three are individual 

items. 

59. H. Table has drawer in it while chair is different. 

60. B. Some women are actresses and some come in the 

general category of doctors. 

61. D. Mushrooms are plants but some mushrooms and 

some other plants are edible. 

62. A. Agra is in U.P. and the Taj is in Agra. 

For answering questions 63 to 71, study mch figure in¬ 
dividually and see its motion, its speed and its relation with 
other figures. 

63. D 


65. E 
67. A 
69. A 
71. D 


64. A 
66. B 
68. E 
70. C 
72. C 
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GENERAL INTELLIGENCE 


TEST OF REASONINr^ I 


Find the odd>man out: 

1 . (a) duck (b) Hamingo 


(d) swan 

2. (a) Bhopal 

(c) Calcutta 

(d) Delhi 

3. (a) diamond 
(d) shell 

4. (a) Kennedy 
(d) Mandela 


(c) nightingale 
(b) Madras 

(e) Chandigarh 
(b) pearl 
(e) conch 
(b) Gandhiji 
(e) Mountbatten 

5. (a) BachendriPal (b) P.T.Usha 

(c) Tenzing (d) JunkoTabei 

(e) lliliary 

6 . (a) Ghana (b) Kaziranga 

(c) Corbett Park (d) Salar Jung 

7. (rt) jasmin (b) sandal 

(d) lily 

8 . (a) candle 
(d) lantern 





(«) □ 

(b) □ 

(c) 

□ 

id) 

a 

W 

a 

(C) 

crane 

18. 

cloth: 

cotton 










(a) □ 

(b) □ 

(c) 

□ 

id) 

□ 

ie) 

a 



19. 

school 

: university 










(a) □ 

(b) □ 

ic) 

□ 

id) 

□ 

ie) 

a 



20 . 

Mars; 

Saturn 







(C) 

coral 


(a) □ 

(b) □ 

(C) 

a 

id) 

a 

ie) 

a 



21 . 

fish: shark 







(C) 

Indira 


(a) □ 

(b) □ 

ic) 

□ 

id) 

a 

ie) 

a 



22 . 

rigidity; relaxation 










(a) □ 

(b) □ 

ic) 

□ 

id) 

□ 

ie) 

□ 


(e) Gir 
(c) rose 


(e) lotus 

(b) bulb (c) lighter 

(e) lamp 

Three out of four choices d, b, c and d have pair of 
words with similar relationship while one is dinerent. 
Your task is to locate this odd-pair. 


9. (a) lux: soap 
(c) crow: bird 

10 . (a) water: boat 
(c) road: truck 

11 . (a) pen:letter 

(c) bail-point: book 

12 . (a) rain-coat: rain 
(c) gown: body 

13. (a) rude:polite 

(c) arrival: departure 

14. (a) Laxmi Bai: bravery 
(c) Tansen: music 

15. (a) Latin:Greek 


(b) copy: pencil 
(d) bread: food 
(b) camel:desert 
(d) station: train 
(b) brush: picture 
(d) pencil: sketch 
(b) feet:socks 
(d) cap:head 
(b) nervous: unsure 
(d) weak:stout 
(b) Akbar: emperor 
(d) Tagore: poetry 
(b) Korea:Japan 


(c) Jhelum: Mansarovar 

(d) Kathak: Bharat Natyam 

Each of the questions from 16 to 22 has two items. 
Mark your answers: 

(a) if one of diem is Ae product of the other. 

' (b) if both belong to the same category. 

(c) if care is the cause of the other. 

(d) if both are opposites. 

(e) if one of them is a member of the other group. 

16. colour:pink 

(a) a (b) □ (c) a (d) Q (e) □ 

17. exhaust: strain 


23. Which set of two letters, if added before the letters 
given below would form words? 


.ONt 

>•0 


“ive 

LOW 


24. Which set of two letters can be added to the fol¬ 
lowing to make words? 




RBA - 
•EM- 
MAT' 

MO'' 


Five dancers, Arana, Sonia, Nisha, Menka and 
Radha are attired in white, blue, orange, pink and yellow 
dresses but not in the same order. Match die right dancer 
with right colour on the basis of the facts given below: 

Sonia and Menka are not wearing yellow. 

Pink dress has not been put on by Radha or Nisha. 

Aruna is not in white or blue. 

Nisha and Menka are not in blue or white. 

Radha's dress is not white nor Arana's yellow or 
orange. 

25. Sonia (a) pink 

26. Radha (b) white 

27. Menka (c) yellow 

28. Aruna (d) orange 

29. Nisha (e) blue 

At a farm, there are some cows, goats, birds and one 
boy per eight creatures to look after them. The total 
numter of legs is 172. There are two birds less than cows 
and two birds more than goats: 

30. How many cows are there? 
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{a) 16 (&) 17 (c) 18 (d) 19 

(c) 20 

31. How many boys were employed to look after the 
animals and birds? 

(a) 6 (b) 7 (c) 8 (d) 9 

(e) 10 

_ SYLLOGISM _ 

TYPE I 

In the following questions, a situation has been explained 
through some statements folbwed by a conclusion. You have to 
say ivhether the conclusion: 

(a) necessarily follows from the statements. 

(h) is only a long-drawn one. 

(c) definitely does not follow from the state¬ 
ments. 

(d) can't say, as the data provided is inadequate. 

Note: Your answers should be in tlte light of the statements 
given. 

Statements: 

32. 1. One of the major causes of cancer is smoking. 

2. Cigarettes are pretty expensive. 

Conclusion: Only the well to do suffer from cancer. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

33. 1. All poets have long hair. 

2. Rakesh has long hair. 

Conclusion: Rakesh is a poet. 

(/i) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

34. 1. Cats are very clean creatures. 

2. 'Ferrow' is a ferocious looking cat. 

3. No one likes to go near 'Ferrow'. 

Conclusion: Ferrow is clean. 

(a) □ {b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statanents: 

35. 1. 'Marriages are made in Heaven.' 

2. Some marriages end in divorce. 

Conclusion: Divorces are made in Heaven too. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

36. 1. Many ardent lovers of music dedicate their lives in 

trying to master classical masic. 

2. Majority of audience switehes off T.V. sets and 
radios as soon as a classical recital starts. 

Conclusion: Learning classical music is a waste of time and 
energy. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

37. 1. Mr X was given benefit of doubt in a murder case 

and was released. 

2. One of the witnesses declared that he had seen Mr 
X in anofoer part of the city at the time of murder. 

3. Mr X has an identical twin brother, Mr Y. 


Conclusion: The murder was committed by Mr Y. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

38. 1. Most of the festivals of the world start or end with 

dance and music. 

2. During marriages too, people love to sing and 
dance. 

Coiwlusbn: Singing and dancing are the natural spon¬ 
taneous actions of joy that goes together with 
the spirit of celebration. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

TYPE II 

In questions given below, statements 1 and 2 arefollowed by 
conclusions I and II. Taking the statements to be true although 
they may seem at variance with commotdy accepted facts, tick- 
mark your answers as under: 

{a) Only I follows from the statements. 

(l>) Only n follows from the statements. 

(c) Both I and II follow from the statements. 

(d) Either I or II follows. 

(e) Neither I nor II follows. 

Statements: 

39. 1. All chairs are tables. 

2 . All tables are mirrors. 

Conclusions: 

I. All mirrors arc chairs. 

II. Some mirrors are chairs. 

(a) □ {b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

SlatetnetUs: 

40. 1. Some trees are flowers. 

2. All flowers are blue. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some trees are blue. 

II. No flower is other than blue. 

(a) □ (b) □ (f) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statements: 

41. 1. Some shoes are gloves. 

2 . Some caps are gloves. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some shoes are not gloves. 

II. All gloves are either shoes or gloves. 

(a) □ (i>) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statements: 

42. 1. All rooms are offices. 

2. Some offices are hotels. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some hotels are rooms. 

II. None of the hotels is a room. 

(«) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Statements: 

43. 1. Some mangoes are ice-creams. 

2. Some ice-creams are toftees. ' 

Conclusions: 

I. No toffee is mango. 

II. Some toffees are mangoes. 
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(a) □ (») a (c) a (<o a (e) a 

Statements: 

44. 1. Some people have black beards. 

2. Some people have grey hair. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some people with black beards have grey hair, 
n. No one has both, a black beard and grey hair. 

(a) □ {b) □ (c) a (d) a (e) □ 

Statements: 

45. 1. The politicians, who could not become ministers 

became lawyers. 

2. All lawyers are faithful. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some politicians are faithful. 

II. All ministers are faithless. 

{a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statements: 

46. 1. The trees that are not blue are red. 

2. All those trees that are not red bear black fruit. 
Conclusions: 

I. All fruits are black. 

II. Red trees do not bear fruit. 

(a) □ (&) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

TYPE III 

In questions given below, a statement is followed by implica¬ 
tions I and //. Imply I and II to the statement and tick-mark the 
right choice as under: 

{a) Only I is implicit. 

(b) Only n is implicit. 

(c) Both I and II are implicit. 

(d) Either I or n is implicit. 

(e) Neither I nor 11 is implicit. 

Statement: 

47. History always repeats itself. 

Implications: 

I. All the monarchs are reborn after a certain span 
and perform Ihe same deeds. 

II. Same type of events keep on taking place again 
and again. 

{a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

48. Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose did not return to 
India after independence. 

Implications: 

I. The ban imposed on his return by the British was 
not lifted. 

II. The government did not try to locate him. 

(a) □ (b) Q ^ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

49. Khadi is being adopted by tfie fashion designers 
and is very much in vogue. 

Implications: 

I. The fashion world has ultimately come under flic 
influence of Mahatma Gandhi, 
n. Khadi is the most sophisticated stuff available in 


die clodt market 

(a) a (b) a (c) □ (d) a (e) a 

Statement: 

50. Children, while in company of friends, feel ratha 
embarrassed at the display of love from either of the 
parents. 

Implications: 

I. They feel quite grown up and do not want to be 
treated as babies. 

II. Friends make fun of children who are over¬ 
pampered. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Statement: 

51. One often has to fight a battle more than once to 
win it 

Implications: 

I. One or two disappointments in the beginning do 
not mean that one would never succeed. 

II. No one has ever won tt»e first battle. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

52. Judges always listen to both the sides before 
giving their final verdict 

Implications: 

I. One side may distort the facts while relating an 
event 

U. Everyone, specially the accused has a right to 
justify himself. 

(a) □ (b) □ (f) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

53. Educationists are trying to make learning an en¬ 
joyable experience. 

Implications: 

1. Prior to this system, students hated studies, 
n. Fear and strain hanger learning process and it 
becomes an ordeal. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

TYPEIV 

In making decisions about important questions it is desirable 
to be able to distinguish betw^ strong arguments and weak 
arguments so far as they are related to the question. Weak 
arguments may mt be directly related to the qu^tion, may be 
minor importance or may be concerned with some trivial aspect 
of the question. Each question given below is followed by two 
arguments numbered I and II. You have to soy which cf the 
arguments is strong and which is weak. Then deade which cf the 
answers gimm below and numbered (a), (b), (c), (d) and (e) is tiw 
correct answer : 

(a) Only I is strong. 

(b) Only n is strong. 

(c) Both I and n are strong. 

(d) Either I or n is strong. 

(e) Neifiier I nor n is strong. 

54. Are we happier than our cavemen ancestors? 

I. Yes, they were all the time struggling for survival 
and had no merry mounts. 
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11. No, they were very close to nature and must have 
had their own enjoyments that we are deprived 
of in this artificial living. 

(fl) □ {b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

55. Should one always opt for the latest model in 
every product? 

I. Yes, it is always an improvement on the last one. 

II. No, latest models are always more expensive. 

(fl) □ {b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

56. Do tricky puzzles sharpen brain? 

I. Yes, it is an enjoyable brain drill and enhances 
thinking process making brain capable of con¬ 
sidering all the aspects. 

II. No, they exhaust the train. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

57. Is it advisable to tell the truth to a patient who has 
no chance of survival? 

I. Yes, truth should never be hidden. 

II. No, even the most serious patients get better 
sometimes. 

(rt) U (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

58. Is sex education really necessary for teen-agers? 

I. Yes, they must have clear notions regarding facts 
of life. 

II. No, they are not mature enough and often get 
confused. 

(rt) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

59. Should follies of the government be made public? 
I. Yes, in democracy people have a right to know 

what the government is doing. 

II. No, laymen do not understand such things 
properly and the opposition parties incite them; 
result is chaos in the country. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

60. Do highly educated women manage their homes 
better than an average woman? 

I. Yes, they are so well versed in all affairs. 

II. No, they have no time for their homes. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

TYPEV 

In questions j^iven beloio an assumption 'A' is Jbttowed by 
reasons RI and RIl Tick-mark your anstvers as under: 

(a) Only RI is the reason for A. 

(b) Only RII is the reason for A. 

(c) Both RI and RIl are reasons for A. 

(d) Either RI or RII is the reason for A. 

(e) Neither RI nor RII is the reason for A. 

61. (A) The memories that we cherish most are re¬ 
lated to heart and not mind. 

RI. Heart is stronger than mind. 

RII. We are emotional beings and are ultra sensitive 
to the feelings of heart. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

62. (A) According to a recent study, India's old-age 
population is growing rapidly. 

RI. Old people have become indispensable for 


families and they do not let them die easily. 

RII. The old people eat healthier food than the pre¬ 
vious generations. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

63. (A) China has befriended Burma and ensured 
defence cooperation between the two countries. 

RI. China has adopted the policy of having friendly 
relatioas with neighbouring countries. 

RII. China was afraid of Burma. 

(a) a (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

64. (A) Most of our country's social, economic and 
political problems have remained unsolved. , 

RI. Our administration is slack as well as unable to 
draw out proper plans. 

RII. People do not co-operate with the government. 
(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

65. (A) A majority of students these days either ap¬ 
point tutor or join private coaching classes. 

RI. They are not satisfied with the studies at school. 

RIl. It is a world of competition hence they want to 
learn subjects to perfection. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (p) □ 

66. (A) The whole world seems to be concerned 
about maintaining ecological balance and protecting 
forests. 

RI. It is a question of survival. 

RII. It has become a fashion with State heads to talk 
about ecological balance. 

(a) □ (b) □ (f) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

67. (A) Science of Yoga promotes physical, mental, 
emotional and spiritual harmony. 

RI. The Yogic exercises have been specially intro¬ 
duced to maintain the harmony mentioned. 

RII. Practicing Yoga is not at all easy. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

68. (A) In spite of all the instructions and ads and 
legal threatenings, the evil of child marriage continues to 
stake young lives. 

RI. Old beliefs, customs and traditions are too deep 
rooted. 

RII. Administration has not been strict in trying to 
stop it. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

TYPE VI 

Each question given bebw presents a problem followed by 
two courses of action that might help in solving it. Tick mark 
your answers as under: 

{a) Only I is the right course of action. 

(b) Only n is the right course of action. 

(c) Both I and II are the right courses of action. 

(d) Either I or 11 is the right course of action. 

(e) Both I and II are wrong. 

Problem: 

69. The sale of a particular product has gone down 
considerably causing great ccHicem to die company. 
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Courses of Action 

I. The company should make a proper study of tiie 
rival products in the market. 

II. The price of the product should be reduced arid 
quality improved. 

(tt) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Problem: 

70. A group of school students was reported to be 
seeing a movie during school hours. 

Courses of Action: 

I. The PrirKipal should contact the parents of these 
students and tell them about the incident with a 
real warning for future. 

II. Some disciplinary action must be taken against 
those students and all the ether students should 
be made aware of it. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (<?) □ 

Problem: 

71. Many cases of cholera were reported from a near¬ 
by village. 

Courses of Action: 

I. The question should be raised in the I-egislative 
Assembly. 

II. A team of doctors should be rushed to that vil¬ 
lage. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Problem: 

72. The Officer Incharge had a hunch that some 
money was missing from the office safe. 

Courses of Action: 

I. He should get it recounted with the help of the 
staff and check it with the balance sheet. 

II. He should inform the police. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Problem: 

73. The cliildren of Mr and Mrs X are becoming too 
much westernized. 

Courses of Action: 

I. The parents should try to inculcate in them the 
values of our own culture and tradition. 

II. They should send them to the Ashram of some 
Maharshi. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

1. (e) All the others are water birds. 

2. (d) All dre others are capitals of different States only. 

3. (fl) All the others are obtained from sea. 

4. (d) All the others were killed by opponents. 

5. (b) 9ie is the only athlete among the climbers. 

6. (d) It is ttie only museum among sanctuaries. 

7. (b) All the ottieis are flowers. 

8. (c) All the odrers give out light. 


9. (b) All the others have specific : general category 
relationship. 

10. (d) All the others are means of traversing through a 

certain place. 

11. (c) All die others are medium: product. 

12. (a) All the others are garments for special parts while 

rain-coat is a protection against rain. 

13. (b) AH the others are antonyms. 

14. (b) All the others are accompanied by didr fecial 

assets. 

15. (c) All the others are similar articles. 


16. 

(e) 

17. (c) 

18. 

(a) 

19. (b) 

20. 

ib) 

21. (c) 

22. 

id) 

23. AL 

24. 

CH 

25. (b) 

26. 

ie) 

27. (d) 

28. 

(«) 

29. (c) 

30. 

(c) 

31. (a) 

32. 

(c) 

33. (b) 

34. 

(a) 

35. (a) 

36. 

(0 

37. (d) 

38. 

(a) 



Most of the questions of next lypr arc best solved by drawing 
diagrams of all the possible situations and then reaching a fool¬ 
proof conclusion. 



40. (c) 



44. 

(d) 

45. 

48. 

(e) 

49. 

51 

(c) 

53. 

56. 

(a) 

57. 

60. 

(e) 

61. 

64. 

(d) 

65. 

68. 

(c) 

69. 

72. 

(a) 

73. 


(a) 

46. 

(e) 

(e) 

50. 

(c) 

(b) 

54. 

(d) 

(e) 

58. 

(c) 

(b) 

62. 

(e) 

(d) 

66. 

(a) 

(a) 

70. 

(c) 

(a) 







51. (a) 
55., (a) 
59. (c) 
63. (a) 
67. (a) 
71. (b) 
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MODEL PARAGRAPHS 


"An optimist sees the rose; 
a pessimist the thorn." 

Men of destiny in all ages and 
times have been men of unfailing 
faith in their capacity to change the 
course of life. On the other hand, 
pessimists, like the cynics, have al¬ 
ways bemoaned their pathetic state 
of life and allowed the resultant con¬ 
sequences to treat them with con¬ 
tempt. The one who sees the filled 
part of a gla.ss becomes a source of 
inspiration for others. The other 
one, who sees only the empty por¬ 
tion, suffers the ridicule. Tlie jour¬ 
ney of life is beset with roses and 
thorns but an optimist uses every 
moment of time and every move¬ 
ment of his muscles to collect only 
the roses and fragrance. He docs 
not allow any sordid sihiation to 
dishearten him with its fearful 
fangs. The cult of optimism gives 
birth to hope and hilarity whereas 
that of pessimism gives rise to ap¬ 
prehensions and nightmares. No 
doubt both altitudes are present in 
life in varying degrees. A hopeful 
mind takes on opportunities as the 
solid steps of a ladder that take him 
higher and higher. It Ls in the fitness 
of things to re-affirm, not once but a 
thousand times, that optimism is 
the tonic of life. 

"Handsome is he that 
handsome does." 

Just as the worth of a tree is 
judged by the quality of fruit it 
bears, similarly the beauty of a 
human being is assessed by the 
noble deeds that he performs. It has 
been said more than once that facial 
beauty of a person is only a nine 
days wonder. The stability and 
strength of a person's character is 


something that lives long and lofty. 
Those who are taken in by the exter¬ 
nal glamour of a human personality 
are, sooner or later, shocked out of 
their wits to realise that 'all that glit¬ 
ters is not gold'. With artificial aids 
and cosmetic surgery we may be 
able to improve the facade of our 
physical make-up, but ultimately it 
is the glow and grit of our actions 
and perceptions that makes most of 
us gems among stones. A person 
who subordinates his self interests 
to those of others, whether friends 
or foes, is the person who com¬ 
mands respect and endears him.self 
to one and all. l ie also makes a dis¬ 
tinct place in the hearts of others 
simply because he not only believes 
in the dictum that 'handsome is he 
that handsome docs' but also lives 
upto it, both in letter and spirit. 

"There is more to life than 
increasing its speed." 

—Maliatma Gandhi. 

"Speed and success" are the 
passionate pursuits of those who 
have been mesmerised by the mind- 
boggling achievements of modem 
civili.sation. In the mad race to reach 
the summit of success, there is hard¬ 
ly any time left in the lives of the 
'successful' to stand and stare and 
give even a passing thought to the 
other agenda of life. In the breath¬ 
taking speed, that has come to 
colour and condition the instincts 
of the followers of "Mammon", the 
godly gifts of succour and support 
to the suffering and the sorrowful 
have been thrown off the hook. In 
this phenomenon of cut-throat com¬ 
petition, most men and women 
have lost their moorings in blindly 


chasing the highly glamorised 
gamut of worldly possessions and 
material assets. In a world where a 
majority of human beings still suf- 
fer from want and woe, deprivation 
and disease, it is not die speed of 
rocket but a snail's pace of care, con¬ 
cern and compassion that will 
sweeten the bitter cup of life. 

"It is better to light a 
candle than to curse the 
darkness." 

Since time immemorial men of 
vision and wisdom have fouglit 
against the forces of darkess with all 
their might and missionary zeal. In¬ 
stead of crawling before the dark 
agents of ignorance and ir¬ 
rationality, which lead only to men¬ 
tal and spiritual degradation, we, as 
human beings should pick up the 
gauntlet and dispel the darkness by 
lighting the candle of courage and 
conviction. It is no use cursing the 
darkiiess and allowing the inimical 
forces to have a better of us. Equally 
futile is cold contemplation which 
leads only to a state of morbidity. 

By blaming the stars for our misad¬ 
ventures and misfortunes, we add 
more agony and anguish to our 
lives. Mankind has passed through 
alternate stages of excellence and 
barbarity, in its long history. If there 
were savages carrying in themsel¬ 
ves the explosive energy of dark¬ 
ness (deaA and destruction), there 
were saviours and scholars sym¬ 
bolising the pure and pristine 
streams of life. All said and done, it 
is the light coming out of human en¬ 
deavour that tramples and tri¬ 
umphs over darkness as the day 
kicks away ibe night 
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VOCABULARY 


Improve Your Word Power 


1. abject: (a) wretched (b) solid (c) soft (d) helpful. 

2. bluster, (a) walk (gracefully) (b) talk (aggressive) 

(c) subfnit (humbly) (<f) climb (slow). 

3. coy: (a) concrete (b) exact (c) modest (d) trouble¬ 
some. 

4. devious: (a) different (b) cunning (c) dull (d) inter¬ 
esting. 

5. excerpt: (a) speech (b) debate (c) invitation 

(d) extract. 

6. fluke: (a) event (memorable) (b) stroke (lucky) 

(c) accident (fatal) (d) meeting (occasional). 

7. goof (N): (a) error (b) adventure (c) abuse (d) ad¬ 
miration. 

8. hug: (a) reject (b) rejoice (c) embrace (d) defy. 

9. inundate: (a) experience (h) strike (c) develop 

(d) flood. 

10. jaded: (a) tired (b) lucky (c) miserable (d) inspiring. 

11. loath/loth: (a) smart (b) unwilling (c) coward 
(d) spirited. 

12. maunder (a) wander (b) concentrate (c) capture 
(d) warn. 

13. niche: (a) promotion (b) demotion (c) position 
(d) dismis.sal. 

14. occult: (a) amazing (b) dreadful (c) harmless 
(d) mysterious. 

15. pique: (a) request (b) repent (c) irritate (d) subdue. 

16. quaint: (a) old-fashioned (b) splendid (c) precious 
(d) contemptuous. 

17. slough (N): (a) auditorium (b) marsh (c) stadium 
(d) studio. 

18. ubiquitous: (a) defensive (b) solitary (c) crowded 
(d) inescapable. 

19. vie: (a) shirk (b) refuse (c) compete (d) hesitate. 

20. welter (a) confusion (b) height (c) clarity (d) sac¬ 
rifice. 


ANSWERS 


1. abject: (a) wretched, hopeless, miserable. 

—Nearly half of India's populaticm is still living in 
ab/ect poverty. 

2. bluster (h) talk (aggressive). 

—When some maniac intends to kill you in the name 
of God, you can either bluster or gibber (talk meaningless). 

3. coy: (c) secretive, modest. 

—He was a bit coy (secretive) when asked about the 
sources of his income. 

OR %e gave a coy smile when he paid her a compli¬ 
ment, 

4. devious: (b) cunning, dishonest 


—He cannot conceal the fact that he has become rich 
by adopting devious means. 

5. excerpt: (d) extract, passage. 

—I have seen a short excerpt from the film 'Gandhi' on 
television. 

6. fluke: (b) stroke/chance (lucky). 

—His excellent performance in the competition 
should not be attributed to sheer fluke only. 

7. goof (N): (a) error, folly. 

—It was a goof on his part to criticise his political 
mentor in public. 

8. hug: (c) embrace. 

—^When the two friends met after a long time, they 
hugged each other warmly. 

9. inundate: (d) flood, deluge. 

—When the river broke its banks, the fields were inun¬ 
dated with its rushing/gushing water. 

10. jaded: (a) tired, exhausted. 

—He was looking quite jaded after an all night party. 

11. loath/loth: (b) unwilling, reluctant. 

—He seemed somewhat iMth (loth) to leave for his 
place of work. 

12. maunder (a) wander. 

—The father advised his errant son not to maunder 
about but do something worthwhile. 

13. niche: (c) position, place. 

—C^reat men, invariably, carve a niche for themselves 
and do not depend upon others for help. 

14. occult: (d) mysterious, supernatural, secret: 

—In an age of science, most people distrust those who 
claim to possess occult powers. 

15. pique: (c) irritate, ofiend. 

—He was piqued to discover that he had not been 
invited to the party. 

16. quaint: (a) old-fashioned, picturesque. 

—While driving on the hilly roads, (me can see in the 
distance some quaint little cottages. 

17. slough (N): (b) marsh, swamp, quagmire. 

—1 saw some elephants desperately trying to come 
out of the slough. 

18. ubiqultousf(d) inescapable, omnipresent. 

—There seems no escape horn the ubiquitous cigarette 
smoke in restaurants. 

19. vie: (c) compete, strive. 

—Party workers were vying with one another to catch 
the eye/attention of the Prime Minister. 

20. welter (a) confusion. 

—Wisdom seems to have got lost in a loclter of 
knowledge and knowledge in masses/doses of informa¬ 
tion. 
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Facts about Science 


SCIENTIFIC LAWS 

Archimedes' Principle: It states 
that a bcKly, when immersed in a liq¬ 
uid, experiences an upward thrust 
equal to the weight of the liquid dis¬ 
placed by it. 

Avogadio's Hypothesis: It is a 
modification of Berzelius' 
hypothesis. It states that equal 
volumes of all gases under similar 
conditions of temperature and pres¬ 
sure contain equal number of 
molecules. 

Boyle's Law: It states that the 
volume of certain gas is inversely 
proportional to the pressure at a con¬ 
stant temperature. In other words the 
product of pressure and v'olumc 
remains constant provided the 
temperature is kept constant i.e, PxV 
= a constant if T remains the same. 

Charles's Law: It states that at 
constant pressure all gases expand by 
1 /273 of their volume at O^C fora rise 
in temperature of IX i.c., the volume 
of a given mass of gas at constant 
pressure is directly proportional to 
the absolute temperature. 

Dulong and Petit's Law: It 
states that the product of atomic 
weight and specific heat of solid ele¬ 
ments is nearly equal to 6.4 i.e., 

I At wt.xSp. heat = 6.4 approx. 

Gay-Lussac's Law of combining 
volumes: Gases react together in 
volumes which bear simple whole 
number ratios to one another and 
also to the volumes of the products, if 
gaseous—all the volumes being 
measured under similar conditions 
of temperature and pressure. 

Graham's law of Diffusion: It 
states that the rates of diffusion of 
gases arc inversely proportional to 
the square roots of their densities 
under similar conditions of tempera¬ 
ture and pressure. 

Law of definite proportions: A 
chemical compound is always found 
to be made up of the same elements 


combined together in the .same ratio 
by weight. 

Law of Floatation: For a body to 
float, the following conditions must 
be fulfilled: (1) The weight of the 
body should be equal to the weight of 
the water displaced. (2) The centre of 
gravity of the body and that of the 
liquid displaced should be in the 
same straight line. 

Newton's Law of Universal 
Gravitation: It states that "Every 
portion of matter attracts or tends to 
approach every other portion of mat¬ 
ter in the universe with a force 
propt>rtionaI to the masses and inver¬ 
sely as the square of the distance." 

Newton's First Law of Motion: 
"A body continues in its state of rest 
or of uniform motion in a straight line 
unims compelled by an external force 
to change that state." 

Newton's Second Law of Mo¬ 
tion: "The rate of change of momen¬ 
tum is proportional to the impressed 
force and takes place in the direction 
of the force." 

Newton's Third Law of Motion: 
"To every action, there is an equal 
and opposite reaction." 

Newton's Law of Cooling: It 
states that the rate of loss of heat of a 
hot body is directly proportional to 
the difference of temperature be¬ 
tween the b<xly and the surroundings 
and is independent t)f the nature of 
the body. 

Ohm's Law: It states that the 
ratio of the potential difference between 
the ends of a conductor and the current 
flowing in the conductor is constant, 
e.g. for a potential difference of E volts 
and a current I amperes, the resistance 
R, in ohms is equal to E/I. 

Principle of conservation of 
energy: It states that, in any system, 
energy cannot be created or 
destroyed; the sum of mass and ener¬ 
gy remains constant 


Snell's Law: It states tliat the 
ratio of the sine of angle of incidence 
to the sine of the angle of refraction 
remains constant for any two given 
media. Mathematically it can be rep¬ 
resented as: 

5 ^"“ = (a constant). 

Specific heat of substance: The 
quantity of heat required to raise the 
temperature of 1 gm. of a substance 
through 1°C. 

SCIENTIFIC APPLIANCES 

Air-conditioning: It is the 
process of controlling the humidity, 
temperature, purity and circulation of 
air in a certain factory, a public build¬ 
ing, hotels or a private house. The 
major aim of air-conditioning is to 
regulate the temperature, thereby 
pn>ducing a "cooling effect" on the 
whole. Exhaust machines are devised 
at a particular' place for driving out 
waste and dirty gases, thereby com¬ 
pletely purifying the air. 

Carburettor ft is an apparatus 
for getting liquid fuel mixed with air 
as it is taken into an automobile or 
other like engines. 

Dewar Flask: It is a double- 
walled glass flask, the inner surface 
of the outer vessel and the outer sur¬ 
face of the inner vessel of which have 
been silvered. The vacuum is created 
in the space between the two walls. 
This principle successfully prevents 
any interchange of temperature of the 
contents, because: (1) glass is a bad 
conductor (2) convection is not pos¬ 
sible because there is vacuum be¬ 
tween the walls and (3) a little 
radiation that takes place from the 
inner vessel is reflected by the inner 
surface of the outer wall. 

Electric Lamp: The electric lamp 
is based on the principle that when an 
electric current is passed through a 
very fine metallic filament inside an 
evacuated glass bulb, it is heated so 
as to render the wire white hot or 
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incandescent. The wire being very 
thin offers great resistance to the pas¬ 
sage of die current so that consider¬ 
able heat is developed and the 
temperature rises to make it 
luminous and thus emit light. The 
resistance generally increases as the 
temperature rises and soon an equi¬ 
librium is reached and there is no fur¬ 
ther rise of temperature, the amount 
of heat radiated by the filament being 
equal to that generated in it by the 
electric current. In order that the 
metallic filament shall not oxidise or 
rust, oxygen is removed from the 
bulb by pumping out air or generally 
some inert gas such as nitrogen or 
some other gas is made to fill the 
bulb. 

Electro Cardio-gram (E.C.G.): It 
is actually a graphic picture of the 
heart-beat which the physician can 
make ase of in the diagnosis. When 
the heart beats, its muscles contract 
and this causes a change in the 
electrical potential of the system. This 
change in potential is recorded on a 
paper by an electrical instrument 
known as electrocardiograph. The 
electrodes are connected to the two 
wrists and the left leg of the patient, 
and the machine acts like a gal¬ 
vanometer, the needle of which rests 
on a rotating drum covered with a 
paper, and thus the movements of the 
needle are recorded. 

Electromagnet: Whenever an 
electric current passed through a coil 
of wire, a large number of turns, 
wound round a soft iron core, the 
iron core gets magnetised and it be¬ 
comes a powerful magnet, and is 
known as an electromagnet. This 
magnetism is temporary and lasts so 
long as the current passes through 
the coil. Looking at the end of the soft 
iron bar if the current in the coil is 
clockwise in direction that end of the 
bar is South Pole; if the current is 
counter-clockwise, that end is a 
North Pole. 

Electron Microscope: It is just 
analogous to optical microscope in a 
way that beams of electrons are 
focused by magnetic lenses in a 
similar way to the focusing of light 
beams in tire ordinary optical mkro- 


scope. Germans were the pioneer to 
invent the’ electron microscope, 
during the year 1930. Direct mag¬ 
nification up to 10,000 times is pos¬ 
sible. Still higher magnification is 
possible with the Proton Microscope. 

Fusion Torch: It is an instru¬ 
ment to be evolved by the U.S. 
Atomic Energy Commission. It will 
use the power of the Hydrogen bomb 
to vaporise solid waste like jimk-cars 
and bearcans, into their basic ele¬ 
ments. The idea is based on the as¬ 
sumption that within a few years 
scientists will be able to harness the 
energy of the Hydrc^en bomb—con¬ 
trolled thermo-nuclear fusion—for 
use in electrical power plants. 

Geiger Counter: A G.M. 
counter or Geiger-Muller counter is a 
device used for detecting and/or 
counting nuclear radiation and par¬ 
ticles. 

Incandescent Lamp: If a body of 
sufficiently high melting point—say 
platinum wire is raised to a high 
temperature, some of the radiations 
coming out fail within the range 
termed "light". The range comprises 
of radiation of short wave lengths 
and high frequencies. When such a 
body is heated it emits different 
colours at different temperatures, 
and ultimately, it gives dazzling 
white light a 15(X)°C and above. So 
the incandescent lamp consists of a 
metal of a high melting point 
(generally tungsten) enclosed in an 
evacuated glass globe and heated 
by an electric current. The filament 
is either in the form of an open 
spiral of straight wire or in the form 
of a ring of coiled wire. This lamp 
consumes about 1.4 watt per 
candle. 

Jet Propulsion: It is now being 
commonly employed for propulsion 
of aircraft and the underlying prin¬ 
ciple is Newton's third law of motion, 
that is, "to every action there is an 
equal and opposite reaction". Here a 
gas turbine drives the rotary air com¬ 
pressor which supplies compressed 
air to the combustion chamber, where 
the fuel-like gasoline enters and 
bums. The hot exploded gases are 
expelled to the rear in a high velocity 


jet exhaust. It is the reaction of the 
'plane on this jet of fastly ejected 
gases that drives it forward. It has 
made possible supersonic speeds. 

Difference between Rocket and Jet 
Engine: The essential difference be¬ 
tween the propulsion of a jet engine 
and a rocket is that the gas turbines 
used in a jet engine require air to 
supply oxygen for the burning of the 
fuel. Rockets contain both fuel and an 
oxidizer to make them burn. Liquid 
oxygen is often used. So a jet engine 
would work only in the lower strata 
of the atmosphere where sufficient 
oxygen can be supplied by the air- 
compressors. The high velocity jet 
from a rocket is available for thrust in 
the upper atmosphere and even 
beyond the limits of our atmosphere. 
For rocket flights of course, the wings 
and rudders would be absolutely 
useless since there would be no air to 
exert force on them. 

Lightning Conductor: It con¬ 
sists of a metal rod, the upper part of 
which is made up of copper with a 
number of conical points, the lower 
portion being an iron strip which ex¬ 
tends deep into the earth's moist 
layers. A lightning conductor 
protects the building from the effect 
of lightning in two ways: (i) The 
pointed conductors are charged by 
induction oppositely thus setting up 
an opposite wind which brings about 
a slow and slient discharge of the 
cloud. («) If however the lightning 
does strike, the discharge may be car¬ 
ried to the earth through the metal 
strip without doing any damage to 
the building. In ships also, lightning 
conductors are fixed to the masts and 
carried down through the ship's keel- 
sheathing. 

Mariner's Compass: It is an ap¬ 
paratus which is used to guide the 
sailors. The needle always points 
north-south. In consists of a mag¬ 
netised bar with a card bearing the 
directions viz., north, south, east 
etc. The card is correctly mounted 
above and firmly attached to the 
magnetised bar. When the magnet 
moves in relation to the ship's 
course, the card automatically 
moves with it. 
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DEBATE; DISCUSSION 


No-confidence Motions 


Dispassionate observers of the 
political scene in the country must have 
become painfully aware of the indefen¬ 
sible waste of precious time by M.Ps and 
other members of political parties in 
sponsoring no-confidence motions 
against the Government in a bid to top¬ 
ple it or, at any rate, to etnbarrass it as 
much as possible. Such manoeuvres arc 
rqwaled almost every year, regardless of 
the consequent neglect of the ^sic func¬ 
tions of the administration. The proposi¬ 
tion for discussion is: "Most MPs betray 
the nation by ignoring their real task of 
serving the masses and spending their 
time and energies in toppling cam¬ 
paigns." 


MrA Sir, impartial people of all 
castes and communities, various 
professions, including businessmen, 
industrialists, intellectuals, teachers, 
students, housewives, servicemen. 


and retired people must be shaking 
their heads in dismay at the doings 
of their chosen representatives in 
Parliament and elsewhere. For 
weeks preceding every session of 
Parliament the MPs remain preoc¬ 
cupied with political manoeuvres 
and intense hobbying for support to 
the no-confidence motions they 
plan to move against the ruling 
party. In most cases they know that 
the Government comprising the 
party in power will be able to meet 
the challenge but they persist with 
their disruptive tactics. They muster 
their supporters by hook or by 
crook and offer them plums in case 
of success. They force the Govern¬ 
ment to mobilise their partymen so 
as to defeat the no-confidence mo¬ 
tions and emerge victorious. At the 
beginning of the monsoon session 
of Parliament this year, the opposi- 
tiem parties (and the members of the 
ruling party also) along with their 
supporters and those sitting on the 


sidelines, were not keen on forcing 
a mid-term election. But they collect 
the requisite “ammunition" earnest¬ 
ly. They merely want opportunities 
to expose the ruling party and bring 
to light its acts of omission and com¬ 
mission. They score debating points 
and create an impression among 
their voters that they have per¬ 
formed their duty, highlighted their 
grievances and brought pressure on 
the administration to look into the 
endless grievances of the people. Ac¬ 
tually, a no-confidence motion 
against the ruling party, moved as a 
ritual performed in almost every 
session of the Lok Sabha, is a decep¬ 
tive exercise. It is also misuse of the 
M.P.s' privilege to serve political 
ends. The implicit waste of time in 
such fruitless exercises .seems to be 
nobody's concern. Each minute of 
Parliament's time costs the nation a 
large sum. Besides the cost, there is 
the prolonged neglect of official ad¬ 
ministrative work; files keep piling 
up In government offices; and 
projects are held up week after 
week until the no-confidence mo¬ 
tion is voted upon. It is quite correct 
to say, therefore, that the country 
pays a heavy price for the political 
games of the legislators. Is this not, I 
humbly ask, a clear betrayal of the 
nation whom the legislators are sup¬ 
posed to serve diroughout their 
tenure? 

MrB My predecessor has laid 
much emphasis on the “waste of 
time of Parliament" and of the mem¬ 
bers of the political parties in in¬ 
dulging in such manoeuvres every 
now and then. He has made a feeble 
and unconvincing attempt to prove 
that such no-confidence motions are 
unnecessary and serve very little 
purpose except party propaganda. 


But he seems to forget certain facts. 
One, it is the basic function of the 
opposition in every legislature, espe¬ 
cially at the Centre, to expose the 
Government, point out ite acts of 
omission and commission and 
bring to light the chinks in the offi¬ 
cial armour. Parliament, after all, is 
a forum for discussion of important 
national issues. Where else, I ask, 
are the opposition groups and the 
critics of the official machinery to 
do their duty of focussing attention 
of the urgent problems facing the 
people whom they represent? 'This 
was indeed done during the Lok 
Sabha debate on the no-confidence 
motion on July 26-28 this year. Two, 
the purpose of a no-confidence mo¬ 
tion against the party in power is to 
keep the Government on its toe.s, to 
gauge its strength in the House, to 
prevent complacency and focus 
public attention on vital matters, 
through the reports and criticism in 
the newspapers, TV and the Radio, 
all of which inevitably give wide 
publicity to the proceedings of Par¬ 
liament. Besides, it is a mistaken no¬ 
tion that governmental machinery 
and the functioning of various 
departments comes to a halt be¬ 
cause of the frequent no-confidence 
motions. The preparations for such 
motions, the canvassing, the 
manoeuvring, the horse-trading 
and other such exercises are all the 
pastime of the politicians, especially 
the members of various ambitious 
groups in Parliament directly con¬ 
cern^. These efforts do not involve 
the bureaucrats of any category and 
their assistants who carry on the ad¬ 
ministrative work whatever the 
agenda before both Houses of Par¬ 
liament. We know that political ac¬ 
tivity goes on almost all the time. Of 
course, offldals watch the scene 
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with great interest; after all, they are 
a part of the system and they cannot 
remain totally indifferent to what is 
happening in tire parliamentaty and 
other political arenas. But they do 
not, as far as I know, ignore their 
duties simply because a no-trust or 
other similar motion is under dis¬ 
cussion in Parliament. As 
knowledgeable citizens of the 
country they are expected to keep 
themselves fully informed about 
developments, but that is no reason 
whatever for letting the files pile up 
on their desks or refusing to attend 
to routine administrative work. I 
would go so far as to say that they 
would be betraying the country's in¬ 
terests if they remain inactive and 
fail to carry on their normal duties 
during debates in Parliament. 

MrC Sir, I fully support the 
contentions made by Mr A. In fact 
in my opinion motions of no-con- 
fidence moved in Parliament just 
for the sake of deriving some politi¬ 
cal mileage with an eye on impend¬ 
ing elections are nothing short of 
political deceptions (unless of 
course the opposition is sure of 
defeating the Government and is 
willing to face consequential 
general elections). In the latest case, 
however, most of the M.P.s belong¬ 
ing to almost all the political parties 
concede that they would not like to 
oust the present Prime Minister and 
go in for a general election in the 
near future. Rather, the reports 
showed even before the voting took 
place on the opposition-sponsored 
motion that there was very little 
danger of the P.V. Narasimha Rao 
ministry being dirown out of office. 
There is also the "absentee factor"— 
of several M.P.s not participating in 
the final voting on an opposition 
motion and thus helping to defeat 
it. Ihey have neidier the courage of 
convictions one way or the other, 
nor the desire to openly express dis¬ 
approval of the jprogrammes and 
policies of the party in power. True, 


some of the abstentions are purpose¬ 
ly sought to serve a political aim, 
but in my view every legislator 
should have the courage to take a 
definite stand on vital matters. 1 
also disagree with the contention 
that ttte functioning of governmen¬ 
tal machinery comes to a stop when 
no-confidence motions are being 
sponsored and discussed on the 
floor of the House. Experience has 
shown that the administrative set¬ 
up gets immobilised when heated 
debates are going on in eitiier 
House of Parliament. Is it not true 
that decisions on important files 
concerning business, industry, com¬ 
merce and other questions are kept 
pending week after week because 
the Ministers and their deputies are 
preoccupied with the efforts to 
defeat opposition manoeuvres and 
thus survive recurring crises? 

Several instances are known of MPs 
who do little constructive work and 
merely indulge in conspiracies, 
political trickery and toppling cam¬ 
paigns. They are the ones who are 
not real representatives of the 
people and are betrayers of the 
causes they are supposed to 
uphold. They should be recalled or, 
at any rate, denied the party ticket 
for re-election and curtly rejected by 
the wide-awake electorate at the 
next battle of the hustings because 
they are not fit to do their duty. 

MrD Sir, I would like to ask a 
simple but pertinent question. 

When the Government turns out to 
be dishonest, incompetent, corrupt 
and incapable of maintaining dis¬ 
cipline in the country, should not 
the opposition groups make at¬ 
tempt after attempt to oust it and 
replace it by a better set-up that can 
deliver the goods? All over the 
world the opposition groups in 
democracies regard it as their boun- 
den duty to keep the ruling party 
on its toes, to bring to light its 
failures and focus attention on its 
shortcomings. An opposition that 


does not perform this important 
duty on every possible occasion 
may be said to have let down the 
country. This year tfiere were many 
additional causes to bring forward a 
motion of no-confidence—the Rs 
5000-crore Hershad Mehta 
securities scam, the Government's 
economic failures, the inefficient ad¬ 
ministration, the communal out¬ 
breaks, notably the Bombay riots 
and the other setbacks in various 
arenas. So it would be wrong to say 
that the no-confidence moticni was 
frivolous and not justified. Large 
groups in the opposition rightly 
make every conceivable effort to 
prevent a political party from oc¬ 
cupying the seats of power too long. 
The opposition must remain ever ac¬ 
tive and watchful. If it does not, it is 
guilty of a lapse. Actually, the party 
system helps to promote the objec¬ 
tives of democratic government. Of 
course the parties must not become 
obsessed with the quest for power 
nor permit the ruling party un¬ 
hindered freedom on all occasions 
to act as it pleases. The opposition, 
in fact, is always antagonistic to the 
party in power. The din of party 
politics is indispensable in a ' 
demcKracy, but by constantly en¬ 
couraging new permutations and 
combinations, often on a trial basis, 
it promotes the art of compromise 
and provides opportunities to 
various groups to seize and exercise 
power. Sir, I am not justifying the 
waste of time of Parliament but 
merely arguing that, now and then, 
there must be some discussion of 
the Government's performance, it 
should be critically examined to 
safeguard the public interest. While 
the Government must retain its 
credibility through good perfor¬ 
mance and effective administra¬ 
tion, the opposition has to justify its 
existence by finding fault here, 
there and everywhere—to 
safeguard the public interest and 
prevent scandals in various arenas 
of activity. 
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General Knowledge 
Crossword No. 8 



DOWN: 

2. One of the greatest exponents of Bhakti movement 

( 5 ). 

3. Hindu God in the news in 1992-93 (3). 

4. He abolished slavery in U.S.A. (7). 

5. Founder of Sikh faith (5). 

7. Famous classical dancer (4). 

9. Scorer of maximum runs in Test cricket (6). 

10. His conquests commenced Muslim rule in India 

( 5 ). 

12. 1st name of author of Chikoveera Rajendra (5). 

13. First name of author of Ram Charit Manas (5). 

15. First name of great scholar from S. Africa who 
came to India in 1333 AD (3). 


ACROSS: 

1. Greatest Mughal emperor (5). 

4. Founder of Bolshevik communism (5). 

6. World famous violinist (7). 

8. Abbreviated name of Eisenhower, 34th President 
ofU.S.A. (3). 

11. Famous Greek epic poet (5). 

14. Surname of Great Eiiglish philosopher, winner of 
Nobel Prize in literature in 1950 (6). 

16. Hero of novel of same name by Robert Kipling. He 
is the orphan boy of an Irish soldier (3). 

17. A great Sanskrit grammarian of ancient India (6). 

(Answers to GJC, Crossword No.'S will appear in 
Oct '93 issue.) 


ANSWERS to G.K. Crossword No. 7 

ACROSS: 1. Tilak 4. Kulak 7. Phi 8. Aquib 9. Krill 12. Oman 13. LA 14. Sol 17. NCC 19. AM 
20. SATB 22. Paris 24. Under 25. SLR (Statutory Liquidity Ratio) 26. Coral 27. Kemal. 

DOWN: 1. Typhoon 2. Laika 3. Kali 4. Koala 5. Louis 6. KGB 10. RNA 11. Llama 15. Liberal 

16. Psi 18. Cider 19. April 21. Assam 23. Rook 24. UGC (University Grants Commission). 
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Q. Hey, what do you mean by ‘Safest* LP(; 
stove? I thought aU I.PG stoves were 
safe. 

A. The (iasgard is the only l.PG stove in 
India (or lor that matter the entire 
world!) iha| is retrolitted with a gas 
teak indicatoi that instantly detects any 
gas leak m your kitchen 













« 


A. Certainly. Top-of-the-line features 
include non-clogging .heavy duty brass 
burners, leak-proof gas taps and 
unbreakable vitreous enameled pan 
supports-cum-drip trays which arc 
extremely easy to handle and clean. 
That too, as you can see, on a gleaming 
electropolished all-stainless steel body 


1 I 


/ 

i 


Q. What sort of leakage does (iasgard 
warn against? 

A. Well, leakage of gas Irom the rubber 
tubing, stove, regulator or 
even the cylinder 
valve 
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Q. With so many unique features, the 
Gasgard stove must really be expensive. 
A. if you consider the safety and 
convenience ol your family, the 
Gasgard stove is not 
^ at all expensive. 





Q. Good. But 
is Gasgard any 
different from an ordinary 
I.PG stove? 

A. Oh, yes. The Gasgard is unique and 
useful in many more ways. Fur instance, 
It saves you from the hassle of gas 
running out unexpectedly by enabling 
you to keep some gas in reserve. 

Q. Wow, that’s great! I'm sure there are 
more such interesting features in the 
Gasgard stove? 


k 



Why don't 
you just visit 
your gas distributor and 
check out the Gasgard LPG stove? 

I rade enquiries may be addressed to; 


HOMEAIOS 

SCO NO. 41, SECTOR 17-E, 
CHANDIGARH-160 017 
PHONE 54X056. 54.X847 
l-AX : 0172-44388. 



TAKE HOME THE SAFEST LPG STOVE 
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FAILURE OF SYSTEMS IN 
INDIA 

A three-headed monster 
is responsible for the 
misfortunes of the 
country—the crumbling 
education system, illiteracy 
and the miserable condition 
of the intelligentsia. 

Though human resources 
do their work like a life 
nving force for a nation, toe 
have neglected them for a 
long time whereas the 
western supremacy in each 
and every field is due to a 
systematic and planned 
investment in the most 
precious thing, the human 
resource. 

If Iff really xvant to 
prepare India for the 21st 
century, we must change our 
present education policy. 

With the spread of good 
education shideuts will get a 
boost and the moral values 
of society will increase. 

Binay Kumar Mishra 
liiniii/fiiir 

Undoubtedly, our entire 
system from the bottom to 


the apex is in a shambles. No 
conscious person can 
continually tolerate the fact 
that all the three chief 
■ agencies—the judiciary, the 
exeaitivc and the 
legislature—-tire being guided 
by muddle-headed persons. 

May he this situation is 
far from hopefid but a day 
will definitely conw when 
the staggering humanity will 
realise the truth and they 
will be compelled to revolt 
against all depravations. 

Vivek Shukla 
Mungcr 

P.B. Shelly once said "If 
winter is here, can Storing be 
far behind?" 

Unfortunately, in our 
beloved country, winter 
seems to he lasting for more 
than its due. It is high time 
something was done about 
the present state of affairs or 
India will remain a puppet 
to he dominated by the 
United States. 

Neha Toleja 
New Pemi 

The basic need is to 
reform the thinking of the 
functionaries so as to make 


national interest 'their xvay 
of life' which will set a 
smooth path for all principal 
organs of the Government. 

Kamal Kishore 
Madras 

IV<r observe "National 
Integration Week" but the 
divide betiveen our people 
keeps invariably xvidening. 
Instead of building up the 
nation, stress is laid on 
building temples and 
mosques. We speak of peace 
and non-violence but these 
prevail nowhere. IVr take 
loans from the IMF and the 
World Bank but our economy 
suffers from securities scam. 
IVf observe "Save Fuel 
Week" but a lot offuel is 
misused by government 
vehicle users. We fix 
reservations bat the people 
for whom these are meant 
still suffer. Of course, we 
plan always to eradicate 
poi’erty but as yet, a major 
section of our population is 
living under the poverty-line. 

Mukesh Batra 
llltiirkivihi 

THREAT TO DEMOCRACY 
Never before has the 
office of the Chief Flection 
Commissioner been 
embroiled in such a 
controversy. Mr Seshan 
should be hauled up in 
Parliament and impeached 
for abuse of the powers 
conferred on him by the 
Constitution. All the parties 
should reach a consensus to 
take action against arrogant 
Seshan. In the words of Ijird 
Acton, "Power tends to 
corrupt, and absolute power 
corrupts absolutely." So 
absolute power should nut be 
gh>en fo any official in our 
democratic set-up. 

M.S. Ansari 
Al'SinTKn 
A free and fair electoral 
process is the very basis of a 
democratic system. And the 
Constitution provides for an 
inde/iendcnt Flection 
Commission which has been 
entrusted with the 
resi>onsibility of t 'ondacting 
free and fair elections. 

The Central Govemmatt 
and all political parties must 
join hands with the Flection 


Commission in checking the 
lapses in the electoral 
process and eliminating all 
the malpractices so that 
full-fledged democracy can 
flourish in India. 

Baijit Singh Beniwal 
Rahtttk 

POLITICAL CORRUPTION 
HIGH & LOW 

Several eminent persons 
with long experience hold the 
view that in the existing 
political system there is 
endless scope for graft and 
bribery. The extent and 
consequences of corruption 
depend, of course, on the 
set-up and the character of 
administrative personnel as 
well as the levels of 
economic development. At 
present, the administrative 
and political apparatus, 
from the local mimicipal 
level ufnvards right up to the 
Union Ministnf, exercisis 
vast and extensive poivers. 
This inevitably leads to 
corruption. 

Sunil Shukla 
Allahuhid 
It is true that corruption 
has become a way of life in a 
modem society. But every 
problem has its solution. The 
tree of corruption flourishes 
only ifuv pourfcrtilixers in 
its roots. The re.sponsibilitu 
of the masses is to pull out 
the plant of corruption by its 
roots because there is no use 
of cutting the branches or the 
top of the tree. 

Deependra Kumar 
Isituiunrhi 

CM FEATURES 

1 have been an admirer 
and well xvisherofCM since 
my college days. Over the 
years my favourite journal 
has improved a lot. The 
cover page has become more 
at tractive. The quality of 
paper has improved. The 
number of pages has been 
increased. But what appeals 
to me most is that you have 
maintained the high quality 
of the reading material. Your 
vietvs on politics and social 
problems are objective and 
impartial. Competition 
Master is the "Master of all 
Competitive Journals". I 
hope that in fiiture also you 
lotll maintain thejmsent 
trend. 

(Mrs) Bishnupriya Mishra 

Cuttack 


The magazine has 
shown a high standard in 
the Current Affairs, Career 
building ariticles and other 
features. It has really a 
privilege to go through the 
pages iff the Aug '9.3 issue. 
Special thanks for the 
information in a nutshell. 

The article on Career 
(Defence forces) really 
created a lot of enthusiasm 
among us and showed a way 
in this highly competitive 
world. Hope wewillget 
such good issues in me 
coming months also. 

D. Bannerjcc & S. Mandal 
Puruliu 

Your highly informative 
career page, General 
Knowledge sections and 
articles such as "Renexved 
Emphasis on IRDP" have 
helped many candidates in 
achieving success in 
competitive examinations. 

For competitions, CM is the 
most useful and informative 
journal. 

A.shim Kumar 

DImulml 

My congratulations and 
warm wishes to CM on 
completing 34 years of 
publication. The Sept '.93 
issue is in my hand. The 
editorial of this issue is i>ery 
fine and it is a complete 
description of the related 
topic. The new feature "Civil 
Service Special" is excellent 
and it will end the search of 
candidates preparing for not 
only IIPSC but also other 
exainianlions. 

Satyendra Kumar Jha 
Dnrbimnga 

I thank yon for adding 
yet another feature, "Solved 
questions of pn'vious years 
and expected questions for 
Civil Services Main 
examinations". It will be 
really helpful to all those 
candidates who are taking 
the UPSC Main examination 
or State Service 
examinations. 

Yashiit Kumar 

Delhi 

I appreciate your 
attempts to constantly add 
new features and change the 
style of the old om‘s so as to 
make the inagaziiw more 
interesting. 

Sara! Chandra Mahapatra 
Puri 
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EDITORIAL 


Just a Step 
Forward 


I N essence, the accord between India and China is 
an interim measure designed tt) ensure peace 
along the disputed border; nevertheless it is a 
landmark in the relations between the two giants of 
the East. It is a fine example of what patience, pr^^g- 
matism and earnestness, together with diplomacy of 
a high order, can achieye. ITiere is now a commit¬ 
ment by both countries t(» r(-}solve the border issue 
through peaceful methods and negt)tiations. Iliere is 
to be no use of force, or even threat of resorting to 
force. The recurring tensions are now expected to be¬ 
come a thing of the past. 

The confidence-building measures, willingly 
agreed upon, include steps to gradually reduce tl'»e 
military forces postetl along the border to safeguard 
national security and guard against aggrc‘ssion or 
skirmishers on any pretext. During the past three 
decades, both countries have maintained sizable 
military forces on the border; these forces are now 
proposed to be withdrawn and an atmosphere of 
friendship has been created. Tliis is obviously the 
right course to adopt by neighbouring countries 
which have no territorial designs against each other. 
India and China have thus set an example for the in¬ 
ternational community, especially tlie Tliird World. 

Interestingly, the proposed withdrawal of 
military units will almost certainly enhance security 
and not endanger it. Both India and China will thus 
gain by Uie long overdue agreement which shows 
that two countries supposed to be at loggerheads 
with each other over a ticklish border issue can set 
the stage for a final, njulually satisfactory agrwment 
that would be conducive to peace and amity in the 
East without the help of intermediaries or tlie self-ap¬ 
pointed policemen of the world, notably the USA. 

The agreement includes the salient features of a 
friendly accord. It provides for, among otlier tilings, 
prior intimation of military exercises above the estab¬ 


lished thresholds witliin mutually identified zones. 
Besides, the two countries have decided to take ade¬ 
quate measures to ensum that air intrusions do not 
take place on any account. As is but proper, groups of 
exports will work out the details and chalk out steps 
to facilitate smooth implementiition of tlie agreement. 

The Indian Prime Minister has said that the Bt^ij- 
ing visit was fruitful, but we must not allow 
ourselves to be carried away by tlie entliusiasm over 
the success cif the top-level talks. Tlie dismal aspect of 
the situation should be constantly kept in mind. The 
basic i.ssue between India and China—return of the 
seized Indian territory .seems nowhere near a solu¬ 
tion. The Chinese who w’ere the aggressors, show no 
sign of giving up the gains of the 1962 aggression. In 
fact, it appears that Hie ticklish issue has been put in 
cold storage, possibly for all times. It is claimed that 
the stage hijs been set for a final solution but how can 
there be a final solution as long .is the "lost" Indian 
areas are not returned? 

Nor is there much hope of China stopping its 
military aid to Pakistan in the shape of various types 
of arms and flow of nuclear t(>chnology. The officials 
on both sides assert that the border issue will not be 
allowed to hintler the establishment of friendly rela¬ 
tions and cooperation in other fields. But does this 
mean that India has to adjust itself to the harsh 
reality: the territory seiztx.1 by China thmugh 
treachery will never be returncnl? 

Should we forget Parli.iment's resolution that not 
an inch ot Indian territory will be surrendered? The 
Chinese have given no indication whatever that tliey 
will return even an inch of what they now hold. True, 
the Chinese are tough negotiators and it is difficult to 
make them climb down fmm their high perch, but 
does not the absence of pressure on the sole surviv¬ 
ing Communist giant imply a surrender by India? 

This is a big question mark which it would be folly to 
ignore. 



SPECIAL FEATURE-1 


The Menace of Militancy 


Despite the frequent and 
sounding assertions by Central Govern¬ 
ment spokesmen that militancy is under 
control in the country, the harsh reality is 
timt the militants are still active in cer¬ 
tain areas and take a heavy toll of life, 
besides causing loss of public and private 
property. There have been bomb blasts 
even in supposedly safe areas. 

A fter over a decade, terrorism 
has been virtually eliminated in 
Punjab as the cumulative result of 
strict police action, systematic 
vigilance by the security forces and 
cooperation by the general public 
who had developed revulsion 
against the ruthless Killings of men, 
women and even children by the 
militants. The few terrorists still at 
large are getting killed in phases. The 
marked improvement in the law and 
order situation and the return of nor¬ 
malcy to the State even prompted 
Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao 
to assert in his Independence Day ad¬ 
dress to the nation from the Red Fort 
ramparts that Punjab, which wit¬ 
nessed bloody violence for 12 years, 
is "the most peaceful State today". 

Hut the administration's achieve¬ 
ment in Punjab hardly warrants a 
sense of complacency because of the 
continuing militancy in U.P. (the 
Tcrai region), the North-Eastern 
State.s, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu 
and some adjoining areas where even 
massive manhunts have borne no 
fruit; police forces have found them¬ 
selves almost helpless against law¬ 
less elements. That was one reason 
why the Chief of the Army Staff 
recently suggested the creation of a 
25-battalion strong permanent 
counter-insurgency force underarmy 
control to tackle terrorism etc. There 
is already an elite anti-terrorist 
force—National Security Guard.s. 

Kashmir The worst affected 
State is Kashmir. Official statistics 
relca.sed in mid-August this year 
reveal that three years of militancy in 
the Kashmir Valley have claimed 
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more lives than the two wars India 
has fought against Pakistan. About 
7,000 people, including about 600 
security personnel and 2850 
militants, have been killed since 
January, 1990, until July end this year. 
The economic loss is also great as the 
"proxy war" is being fought on In¬ 
dian soil. During July, 1993, alone 103 
civilians were killed by militants; 182 
militants were killed in encounters 
with the security forces and 26 
security forces personnel were killed 
in different attacks by militants. 

As many as 3,367 civilians have 
been killed by militants since 
January, 1990, till July end this year. 
Of them 1,817 were killed by 
militants and 1,320 lost their lives in 
cross-firing between militants and 
security forces. 

Pakistan's strategy was to first 
mastermind operations against 
India, indulge in human rights viola¬ 
tions and kill innocent people and 
then exploit the incidents against 
India at different world fora. That is 
what Pakistan has been doing for the 
last four years. That country's biggest 
advantage is that it has lost nothing 
in the "proxy war" except for the 
weaponry it provided to the 
militants. Of the people killed in'the 
Valley so far, except for about 24 
foreign nationals, all were Indian na¬ 
tionals—either militants, security 
personnel, local policemen or 
civilians. 

The influx of arms and ammuni¬ 
tion into the Ka.shmir Valley by Pakis¬ 
tan could be well gauged by the fact 
that security forces had recovered 
7661 AK-47 and AK-56 rifles, 409 
universal machine-guns, 878 rockets, 
219 rocket launchers and 31009 
grenades besides a large quantity of 
small arms since 1990. 

The human rights organisations 
have been ignoring the fact that 
thousands of civilians had been 
killed by militants. These included 
veteran freedom fighters, doctors, en¬ 
gineers and old and infirm people. 


Militancy Declining in J & K: 
Pakistan-supported militancy in the 
Kashmir Valley is at its "nadir" with 
militants suffering major setbacks in 
the last six months, according to the 
GCXZ-in-C Northern Command, Lt.- 
Gen Sahni. Armed militancy in the 
State is stated to be at the lowest as 
the security forces have either 
eliminated or arrested top hardcore 
militants of some outfits operating in 
the Valley. "Effective deployment of 
the forces under the unified com¬ 
mand have resulted in rich 
dividends", the GOC-in-C claimed, 
adding that there had been a consid¬ 
erable decline in the movements of 
the militants who were finding it dif¬ 
ficult to motivate people to join their 
ranks. 

Many Punjab militants, who 
found the Punjab area rather hot for 
them since most of the leading ter¬ 
rorists had been killed in encounters 
with the police, have taken .shelter in 
U.P. and other States, including West 
Bengal, Maharashtra and certain 
Soutnern areas. 

The killings in the Terai area and 
on the U.P.-Delhi border have posed 
a major challenge to the security for¬ 
ces. In August this year the Punjab 
and U.P. police chiefe formulated a 
coordinated action plan for tackling 
militancy in the two States. It is un¬ 
derstood that the coordination plan 
will also be implemented in other 
States where Punjab militants have 
been active. The Punjab Police has 
agreed to provide "tactical 
knowledge" on anti-militant opera¬ 
tions. Detailed information about 
militants' tactics and the weaponry 
they possess has already been sup¬ 
plied to the UP police. Bullet-proof 
tractors and vehicles had been 
transported to U.P. and, as a result of 
the coordinated efforts, three top 
militants were recently killed in that 
State. 

The "missile squads"—an anti¬ 
militants unit—entrusted with the 
task of identifying and eliminating 
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militants' hide-outs in States other 
than Punjab have reportedly 
achieved a "high rate of success". 

North-Eastern Region: Danger 
signals often appear in the North¬ 
eastern region comprising the States 
of Assam, Nagaland, Manipur, 
Meghalaya, Mizoram, and Tripura 
besides the Union Territory of 
Arunachal Pradesh. Insurgency has 
been a common feature of this area 
and much effort has been made to 
check it. The worst-affected States are 
Manipur and Nagaland where all the 
measures adopted by the Govern¬ 
ments have proved unsuccessful in 
checking militancy and other lawless 
activity. The measures have even 
proved counter-productive in certain 
pockets. 

A dismal aspect of the situation is 
that the writ of the militants runs 
stronger in Manipur than that of the 
Government. Crime there has been 
increasing fast and communal forces 
are in full play. The grim position is 
compounded by ethnic and com¬ 
munal tensions, soaring unemploy¬ 
ment and a total lack of development 
activity. Though the communal 
clashes between the Meiteis and 
Manipuri Muslims, known as Pan- 
gals, have been contained at a super¬ 
ficial level, there is an element of fear 
and mistrust in the minds of the 
people in the area. 

While the State administration 
remains in a state of perpetual 
paralysis, the militants virtually run a 
"parallel government", dispensing 
justice, enforcing prohibition and a 
strict moral code. Some groups are 
striking terror through extortion and 
the use of the gun and a populist 
reform movement. Either way, they 
score over the Government of 
Manipur. There are times when the 
grievances of the people can be 
redressed auicker by these groups 
tfian by a lethargic administration. 
The militants seem to function freely 
under the very nose of the State 
Government. They have entrenched 
themselves even in the urban areas. 

According to the Chief Minister, 
Mr R.L. Dorendra Singh, the Govern¬ 
ment is now determined to flush out 
militants from the State. Some 
militant outfits were stated to be be¬ 
hind the recent communal clashes. 
Joint operations have already been 


launched by the Army, police and 
para-military forces against the ex¬ 
tremists. It is learnt that there are 17 
armed outfits operating in Manipur. 
Apart from the powerful National 
Socialist Council of Nagaland 
(NSCN), the PLA, the UNLF and the 
People's Revolutionary Party of 
Kangicipak (PREPAK), several new 
organisations have sprung up. The 
Manipur Chief Minister and two of 
his colleagues arc also in the hit list of 
NSCN. 

A report from Imphal on August 
13 this year stated that security forces 
launched a massive combing opera¬ 
tion in Manipur's Ukhrul district fol¬ 
lowing a series of insurgency— 
connected incidents in which six 
Army Jawans were gunned down 
and five seriously injured ^ activists 
of the National Socialist Council of 
Nagaland (Muivah faction). On 
August 12, according to official sour¬ 
ces, the Naga activists launched at¬ 
tacks at three different places 
simultaneously. This is reportedly a 
new strategy designed to create con¬ 
fusion in the region. 

In the first incident the Nagas at¬ 
tacked a Manipur Rifles post in New 
Heaven area killing .six Jawans and 
injuring five. Army reinforcements 
were sent there following the attack. 
The Mamthilok area, about 35 km 
away from Imphal on the road to 
Ukhrul, has been used for attacks on 
security forces before also .The thick 
jungles nearby provide a good escape 
route. 

Unfortunately, Manipur has late¬ 
ly been in the grip of ethnic clashes 
too. The Kukis and the Nagas have 
been waging a bitter war against each 
other, the principal sufferers being 
the common people. The rival groups 
accuse each other of land snatching. 
The latest evidence of bloodshed 
came on August 18 when three 
Meiter insurgents were killed during 
a fierce encounter with police forces 
in Manipur's Bishanpura district. 

Militancy in Bodo Areas: Even 
though an understanding was 
reached by the Central leaders with 
spokesmen of the Bodo tribal areas, 
killings, other militant activity and 
the agitation for a distinct entity have 
been increasing. In respon.se to a call 

g iven by the All-Bodo Students 
hion (ABSU) and the Bodo People's 


Actiwi Conunittee (BPAC)-—the two 
organisations which signed the 
Bodoland Autonomous Council ac¬ 
cord with the State government—^244 
persons formally gave up weapons 
out these were antiquated ones. The 
claims of the Government about a 
speedy return to peace on die north 
bank of the Brahmaputra seem hol¬ 
low. The Bodo Security Force outfit is 
inimical to the organisations which 
signed the accord. 

Not only have Bodo Security 
force militants been on a killing spree 
in the districts of Darrang and Sonit- 
pur on the north bank, they have also 
struck terror in Assam tea industry 
by their extortion demands. This out¬ 
fit is responsible for the sensational 
kidnapping of the Tata Tea executive. 
The abductors demanded a ransom 
of Rs 15 crore in U.S. dollars for the 
release of Mr Bordoloi, .son of 
Assam's first Chief Minister. The out¬ 
fit also slapped a Rs 5-crore extortion 
demand on the Williamson Magor 
group. 

The Bodo Security Force, which 
has struck terror in As.sam with its 
series of kidnappings of executives 
and businessmen, suffered a reverse 
when some close relatives of its 
"chairman" were abducted by 
unidentified persons. There was a 
near-simultaneous abduction of four 
persons, including the brother and 
sister of the Bodo Security Force 
supremo. 

Nagaland, a narrow strip of hilly 
territory, has also been the scene of 
much lawless activity. The Nagas are 
highly sensitive about their identity 
and culture. They have several 
grievances against the Central 
Government. The extremist groups 
there continue to resort to insurgency 
on one pretext or another. 

Occasionally, there is a spurt of 
violence in Tripura. The rebellious 
factions have killed many innocent 
people. The Tripura National Volun¬ 
teer Force guerrillas have attacked 
civilians, policemen and para¬ 
military forces and repeatedly 
resorted to murders, abductions and 
extortion. 

Apparently, militant activity in 
the country will«not end until the 
grievances of various sections of Uic 
people are redressed. Of course anti¬ 
national and separatist demands can¬ 
not be entertained. 
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Pak Scenario After the Coup 


The people of Pakistan will go to the 
polls on October 6 for the third time in 
five years to elect a new National As¬ 
sembly and on October 9 for the four 
Provincial Assemblies. Th^ will thus 
have the final voice (if no abnormal 
development takes place in the next few 
days) to determine the shape of the politi¬ 
cal set-up in the country. The various 
parties and groups are working earnestly 
to build up vote hanks. The stakes are 
high but the time morale is low. 

HE Pakistan army led by its 
Chief, Gen Waheed, on finding 
the political deadIcKk arid the power 
struggle in Islamabad highly 
dangerous, deftly arranged in July 
this year what has been described by 
many observers as a "democratic 
coup". The coup did not result in a 
military take-over but, to all intents 
and purposes, .set the stage for the 
emergence of a truly popular govern¬ 
ment. Notable changes were brought 
about by the army in the national 
capital and also in the country's four 
provinces—Punjab, Sindh, Baluchis¬ 
tan and the N.W.F.P. 

The entire leadership hierarchy 
was changed. Ekvted bodies, includ¬ 
ing the National Assembly and the 
provincial Assemblies, were di.s- 
solved or sent packing to pave the 
way for fresh elections. Politicians 
were carefully kept out of the new 
set-up; top places were given to 
retired Generals as Governors and to 
former Judges and bureaucrats as 
Ministers. Moreover, the new 
regimes established in Islamabad 
and the four provincial capitals were 
entrusted with a two-fold task—to 
hold the fort during the interval and, 
more important, to ensure free and 
fair elections so that-truly popular 
governments might be formed at the 
various centres. 

Whether the October polls will 
result in a clear verdict is uncertain. 
One thing is however clear: Since the 
elections are to be held under the 
overall supervision of the armed for¬ 


ces (about 150,000 troops will help 
maintain law and order), the 
politicians will not be able to exert 
undue influence on the voters. So the 
verdict is likely to be fair and free. 

The resignations of President 
Ghulam Ishaq Khan and Prime Mini¬ 
ster Nawaz Sharif, on July 18, were 
part of a broad agreement worked 
out by the two leaders in the presence 
of the Army Chief with the concur¬ 
rence of the opposition leader, Ms 
Benazir Bhutto. In view of the latest 
turn of events, she dropped the idea 
of leading the combined 
Opposition's "long march" and 
laying siege on Lslamabad until fresh 
electioas were announced. The new 
formula, of which the Army will be 
the guarantor, seeks to ensure neutral 
interim administrations in the four 
provinces of Punjab, NWFP, 
Baluchistan and Sindh. Steps are also 
envisaged to end the confrontation 
between the federal government and 
the Punjab administration which had 
been going on during the preceding 
three months or so and which 
seemed irremediable. Most people 
agree that the July 18 develc^ment 
meant the, army asserting itself and 
doing the next best thing to taking 
over. Tlie army supremacy, never in 
doubt, has also been evident in mat¬ 
ters of details, including the selection 
of caretaker ministers in provincial 
cabinets and the postings and trans¬ 
fers in bureaucracies. 

Many .shrewd observers see in 
the developments a distinct U.S. 
manoeuvre. Washington has repor¬ 
tedly promised aid and patronage to 
certain leading groups. There are 
however different interpretations 
about the role of Ms Benazir Bhutto. 
Some people believe she is happy be¬ 
cause (a) both her political rivals, Mr 
Ishaq Khan and Mr Nawaz Sharif, are 
no longer in office, and (b) she has got 
the chance, slie wanted, to return to 
power. 

Political Parties in fray: 


Pakistan's politicians are striking 
new alliances. As things are, none ch 
the more than 15 political parties, in¬ 
cluding the two largest groups 
headed by former Prime Minister, is 
likely to win on its own. The impor¬ 
tant parties fighting the elections are 
Ms Benazir Bhutto's Pakistan 
People's Party (PPP), Sharif-led Mus¬ 
lim League, the Islamic Jamhoori It- 
tehad (IJl), the Jamaat Islamic which 
broke away from the IJI, declared that 
it would not enter into political or 
electoral alliances with any party. It 
had participated in the 1988 and 1990 
elections as a constituent of the Is¬ 
lamic Jamhoori Ittehad. Actually, 
there is a tussle between the landed 
gentry (led by Mr Ishaq Khan) and 
businessmen led by Mr Nawaz 
Sharif. Benazir is confident of victory 
on the basis of her large vote bank. 
She and her party assert that they 
alone can provide a stable govern¬ 
ment. 

The regional parties include the 
Mohajir Qaumi Mohaz (MQM), the 
Tehrik-i-lstiqial and the National 
Party. The MQM will support Mr 
Sharif's party in urban Sindh, a 
feudal area where the landowners are 
traditionally aligned behind 
Benazir's the PPP. 

Murtaza factor An interesting 
and altogether new factor in the elec¬ 
tions will be the impact of the ex¬ 
pected return of Mr Murtaza Bhutto, 
elder brother of the PPP chief, Ms 
Benazir Bhutto, who has been in self¬ 
exile for the last 21 years. During his 
long absence he has been sentenced 
by several military and civilian 
courts to various terms and has been 
a proclaimed offender on charges of 
terrorism and anti-State activity. 

As the chief of a secret organisa¬ 
tion called A1 ZulBqar (which has 
links wid\ several dubious agencies), 
he is thought to be behind many 
violent acts of sabotage and resis¬ 
tance against the military regime of 
Gen Ziarul-Haq. The biggest crime 
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attributed to him and his organisa¬ 
tion was the hijacking of PI A airliner 
early in 1981 to Kabul where a young 
military officer was killed. The affair 
was exploited by President Zia to 
clamp down hard on PPP from which 
he had seized power; it ser\’ed him 
sell as an excuse to suppress 
thousands of PPP activists. 

Al Zulfiqar comprises mainly in¬ 
telligence agencies men. The plea for 
pardoning Murtaza was one of the 
main is.sues on which the PPP 
government before 1990 clashed with 
both the military brass and President 
Ishaq Khan and wa.s dismissed .soon 
after. Reportedly, there is a split be¬ 
tween Begum Nusrat Bhutto and 
Benazir. The former's preference is 
that the PPP should be led by Mur¬ 
taza. The young man is also am¬ 
bitious. The Army's officers dislike 
Benazir and the PPP as much as did 
the late Gen Zia-ul-Haq. If Murtaza is 
granted pardon and allowed to 
return now, it can only mean that the 
military has withdrawn its objection 
to him. Murtaza's presence will be a 
direct challenge to Benazir's leader¬ 
ship in Sindh. Murtaza would 
probably split the party. He has an¬ 
nounced his intention to contest the 
elections. According to reports from 
Islamabad, Murtaza is likely to be ar¬ 
rested for the .serious charges against 
him. So he may contest from abroad. 

Prospects in Provinces: Sindh is 
generally believed to be Benazir 
Bhutto's pocket borough—her ter¬ 
ritory—even though the principal 
cities, Karachi and Hyderabad, are 
not under her control. The situation 
in these centres is described as "fluid 
and uncertain". Both Karachi and 
Hyderabad used to be tightly control¬ 
led by the MQM (Mohajir Qaumi 
Movement). The army operation, 
started in June, 1992 and still con¬ 
tinuing, is believed to be primarily 
designed to cut the MQM down to 
size. In fact the army has master¬ 
minded a .split in the MQM. Prevent¬ 
ing MQM's re-emergence in Sindh 
and National Assemblies has been 
the objective of many groups. 

In Baluchistan two ethnic groups 
are front runners while the rest of the 
province is dominated by tribal 
"sardars". The groups in question 
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are Baluchistan National Movement 
and a party led by colourful Akbar 
Bhugti called the JWP (Jamhouri 
Watan Party). Both are ethnic Baluch 
nationalist groups. In contrast, there 
are also two major Pushtoon groups 
in Baluchistan, namely Wali Khan's 
ANP (Awami National Party) and 
another led by the son of the 
Baluchistan Gandhi, late Abdus 
Samad Achakzai. 

In the NWFP a pentangular fight 
is probable. The non-Pushtoon- 
speaking arca.s have traditionally 
been dominated by Muslim League 
factions. The purely Pushtoon vote is 
divided into two major schools of 
Pushtoon nationalism and the Is¬ 
lamic parties, of which two are 
notable, the Jamaat Islami and the 
traditional JUl (Jamiate-Ulema-i- 
Hind). On the secular nationalist 
side, there are two main groups in 
which Wali Khan's somewhat 
bedraggled ANP retains the leading 
position, but with increasing difficul¬ 
ty on account of its own splinters, 
and the Achakzai groups. The PPP 
has also secured a foothold in the 
Frontier. 

Drug Funds in Polls: The high 
profits from the traffic in drugs play a 
significant role in Pakistan politics. In 
fact the U.S., which has throughout 
been feeling greatly concerned about 
this factor, recently threatened to 
declare Pakistan a narco-State be¬ 
cause of its role in promoting nar¬ 
cotics traffic. The threat was repeated 
on August 19 by a senior State 
department official. Many Pakistani 
Ministers, legislators and officials 
have for years maintained links with 
leading drug producers and smug¬ 
glers. There has been much revulsion 
among large sections of the people 
against this fact, but the evil con¬ 
tinues. In the October polls also many 
top-rank politicians will almost cer¬ 
tainly tap the drug lords for election 
funds. 

The Pakistan Government on 
July 22 promulgated an ordinance 
empowering anti-narcotic officers to 
arrest drug pedlars and seize their 
property. Under the ordinance per¬ 
sons wanted by the USA for drug 
trafficking will be extradited. It is es¬ 
timated that more than .^0 billion dol¬ 


lars worth of heroin goes to the USA 
and Euremean countries from Pakis¬ 
tan and Afghanistan every year. Of 
the total heroin smuggled into the 
U.S.A., 20 per cent comes from Pakis¬ 
tan. 

According to the "Newsline" of 
Karachi, a major point of difference 
between the US and the former 
Nawaz Sharif Government in Pakis¬ 
tan was the unchecked drug trade. 
According to Ms Bhutto, the former 
ruling Islamic Jamhoori Iftehad (IJI) 
would be backed by drug money in 
the coming elections. Trafficking in 
drugs is stated to have become so 
unrestrained during Mr Sharif's 
regime that even traditional patrons 
of Pakistan like Saudi Arabia and 
Iran were estranged from it. More 
than 100 Pakistanis have been be¬ 
headed in Saudi Arabia for this 
crime. The Sharif Government repor¬ 
tedly ignored the Saudi demana for 
extradition of sqmc drug traffickers, 
Iran, too, accused Pakistan of failing 
to stop smuggling of drugs. 

The Prospects: All indications 
are that the election will not only be 
fair and free but also tough and bitter. 
The principal contestants for power 
are Mr Nawaz Sharif and Ms Btmazir 
Bhutto. Since the exercise will be con¬ 
ducted under army supervision, 
there are no chances of rigging the 
polLs. To that extent, there is unlikely 
to be any campaign of vilification in 
the post-poll period. While each rival 
banks on the personality factor, both 
seek changes in the Constitution 
which is condemned as faulty and 
unworkable. 

Benazir favours a set-up in which 
the Prinae Minister is allowed to serve 
a full term and not dismissed by the 
I lead of State. Nawaz Sharif has been 
playing up his achievements during 
nis period of office, while Benazir 
relies on accusations of corruption 
and underhand dealings, even 
though the record of her own short 
tenure as Prime Minister was far 
from clean because of her husband's 
reputation as "Mr 10 per cent". 

On present showing, no single 
party will win and one of the allian¬ 
ces now being n^otiated may carry 
the day. But election uncertainties are 
corrunon and unforeseen factors may 
upset the leading contestants' apple¬ 
cart. 
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ARTICLE 


Ignominious 
Transformation of G-7 


The outcome of the ]9lh Summit of 
the sra’H most imiuftrialised countries 
of the loorld, held in Tokyo from July 6 to 
9,1993, uHis on the expected lines. With 
some of Ihe leaders stru^glin^ for politi¬ 
cal sutvival back home and a feiv others 
loosing popularity, no outstanding 
breakthrough was expected. Since the 
first Summit of Group ofScoen (G~7) in 
Rambouillet (France) in 1975, the num¬ 
ber and variety of issues discussed by 
these countries in annual summits has 
grown enormously. From Ihe agenda on 
international trade and finance during 
the initial Summits, there is hardly any 
is.sue on earth, ranging from economic 
growlh to the global diplomalic twitches, 
which IS not discussed by the August 
seven. To this extent also, the recent 
summit was no exception. 

Affluent Group 

SA, Japnn, UK, Franco, Italy, Ger¬ 
many and Canada, the members 
of G-7, account for 52.8 per cent of 
world merchandise exports and 51.5 
per cent of the world merchandise 
imports. So far as services are con¬ 
cerned, the tiroup accounts for 51.9 
per tent of the world service exports 
and 55.1 per a‘nt of global serx ice 
imports. 

NotwitJistanding their complete 
dominance in the world trade, on the 
eve of Ihe Summit the member 
countries were facing serious 
economic as well as political troubles 
at home. Low annual growth rate of 
around 1 per cent during 1992 and a 
lower projected growth rate for 199.1, 
coupled with the alarmingly high 
rate of unemployment in most of 
these countries, were the matters of 
serious concern. On political front 
too, there were no cheers cither. Presi¬ 
dent Clinton, Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl, President Mitterrand and 
Prime Minister John Major were 
facing low popularity graph at home 


and the prime ministers of Italy and 
Canada were yet to establish them- 
sc'lves in their respective countries. 
Even the host Prime Minister Mr 
Kiichi Miyazawa, after having lost 
the vote of confidence, was on way 
out. 

Hamstrung by political vul¬ 
nerability and economic uncerlainity, 
a cautious effort was required by the 
G-7 to uphold their credibility and 
identity. Under the minute scrutiny 
of Ihe world, the Group needed extra- 
care to choose the words for their dec¬ 
larations and communique. 

Hallmarks 

ESPITE plethora of problems 
and sharp difference in opinion, 
G-7 Summit was more than an an¬ 
nual ritual and could take certain im¬ 
portant decisions, somt* of which are 
as under: 

(rt) Massive Tariff Cuts: The 
Group achieved a landmark when 
they signed an agreement, to which 
liuropean Community (EC) was also 
a party, on a package of tariff cuts on 
a wide range of manufactured gotids. 
It wi II bring about virtual free trade in 
eight major .sectors including, farm¬ 
ing tools, medical equipment, beer, 
construction equipment, steel and 
pharmaceuticals, in addition, largest 
ever tariff reduction has been agreed 
to in respect of 18 categories of 
manufactured goods. In the third 
category, the member countries also 
agreed to a minimum one-third cut in 
the duties on scientific equipment, 
wtuxi, paper, non-ferrous metal and 
electronics. 

(b) Growth and Employment: 
Plagued by slow rate of growth and 
soaring unemployment, the G-7 
countries placed special emphasis on 
this aspect. The communique urged 
world's three most dominant 


economies of USA, Japan and Ger¬ 
many to carry out necessary initia¬ 
tives to overcome these problems. 
Though no specific target or strategy 
to achieve it was outlined, yet the 
emphasis are to be placed on struc¬ 
tural reforms, to be followed up by a 
job summit in the USA. 

(c) $ 3 Billion Aid to Russia: A 
major break-through was the ap¬ 
proval for assistance of 3 billion US 
Dollars to Russia. Russia had sought 
$ 4 billion aid to privatise its public 
sector and to accelerate the growth 
rate. The initial hesitation of the 
member countries to go ahead with 
the aid package to Russia was over¬ 
come by the insistence of the USA. 
With this aid, Russian plans of 
privati.sation may meet with success. 

(</) Political Statement: G-7 re¬ 
affirmed their commitment to resolve 
several serious political problems in¬ 
cluding the troubles in erstwhile 
Yugoslavia, Cambodia, Somalia, 
West Asia etc. The Group turned 
down the peace plan on Bosnia 
prepared by the Serbs and Croats, as 
it failed to protect the legitimate in¬ 
terests of Bosnian Muslims. How¬ 
ever, last year's threat of using force 
in Bosnia was withdrawn. On West 
Asia, the Group called for an Arab-Is- 
rael settlement and urged the parties 
to take conciliatory postures and Is¬ 
rael was asked to honour its obliga¬ 
tion to vacate the Arab territories. The 
Summit also called for nuclear non¬ 
proliferation and urged North-Korea 
to re-consider and change its decision 
to withdraw from the NPT. 

(e) Memorandum on the Third 
World: Du6 to Japanese initiative a 
memorandum on the developing 
world was presented during the 
Summit, to attract the attention of 
the developed West to their plight. 
The demands of the Third World 
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were presented before the "mighty" 
seven by a document submitted by 
the Indian Prime Minister, leader of 
G-15, and was supplemented by a 
memorandum carried by In¬ 
donesian President Suharto, Chair¬ 
man of NAM countries. The 
memorandum of the developing 
Sou^ demand equitable treatment 
for the developing world. It also 
complained about the recent shift of 
attention of the G-7 from the Third 
World to Russia and other East 
European countries, which has 
resulted in flow of assistance to 
these countries at the cost of the un¬ 
derdeveloped world. 

{/) On GATT Negotiations: G-7 
countries agreed and promised to 
finalise global free trade talks by the 
end of IW. The initiative on tariff 
cuts would certainly provide a new 
lease of life to 114-country tallcs on 
Uruguay Round of Negotiations, 
which had almost come to a grind¬ 
ing-halt. Though such an assertion 
was made at the previous Summit 
also, yet the Tokyo declaration is too 
resolute to be ignored as a K'>utine 
promise. 

Disappointed Third World 

T he outcome of the Summit failed 
to promise any favours for the 
developing world in general and 
India in particular. Unabashed lack of 
concern, shown by the Summit 
leaders to the chairman of NAM, 
amply reflects the apathy of these 
countries to the less-privileged na¬ 
tions. 

In the developing world, having 
majority of the world population, the 
priority is to eradicate curses like 
poverty, illiteracy and malnutrition. 
The developed West, seemingly un¬ 
concerned with the sufferings of 
humanity, is concerned only with ex¬ 
tending and enhancing its trade, even 
at the cost of destroying industries in 
the Third World. Most of the G-7 
countries are opposed to the idea of 
giving any representation to the 
developing countries in their self-as¬ 
sumed role of taking global decisions 
on all issues. 

The proposed tariff-cuts may ad¬ 
versely effect the developing world. 


As a consequence of the proposed 
reduction in duties, the developing 
countries will have to open-up their 
economies for free-trade. This may 
result in ruin of their domestic in¬ 
dustries. G-7 countries have very 
cleverly safeguarded their interests. 
For example in the case of textiles, 
USA has been allowed to retain high 
levels of protection for its domestic 
industry. 

Critique 

F or the first time a question has 
been raised about the validity and 
eligibility of G-7 countries to decide 
the fate of international trade. In view 
of the recent calculations about the 
GDP and the size of economies, made 
on the basis of purchasing power by 
the IMF and the World Bank, the 
genuineness of the present member 
countries of G-7 is under cloud. As 
per this method, known as'Purchas¬ 
ing Power Parity' method, China is 
the second largest economy and 
India is at number five. Logically, 
both these countries should find their 
way to G-7 membership. Obviously 
the figures released by OECD (Or¬ 
ganisation for Economic Cooperation 
and Development) have lieen relied 
upon. But even as per the figures 
relea.sed by OECD during 1992, Spain 
has a gross out-put of $ 579 billion as 
against Canada's $ 562 billion. Both 
these call for rc-grouping of Gr7 by 
substituting Canada or Britain or per¬ 
haps Italy. 

The Summit was marred by 
sharp divi.sion of opinions on several 
issues, including aid to Russia. With 
President Yeltsin battling for political 
survival and the Russian economy 
reeling under 2000 per cent rate of 
inflation, the idea of aid to Russia was 
initially described as ''prepcstcrous'' 
by the Japanese Prime Minister. It 
was only due to persuasion and arms 
twisting by the USA that the Group 
wa.s coaxed to accept a 3-billion dol¬ 
lar aid package to Russia. Japanese 
reluctance in particular was a result 
of its unresolved territorial dispute 
with Russia. 

Lukewarm response to the 
Japanese bid for a permanent seat in 
the Security Council also left Japan 
disillusion^. 


Much publicised cuts in the 
tariffs were aimed at paving the way 
for acceptance of the Dunkel Draft, 
but it may not turn out to be so. Mam 
areas of dispute between the 
developed West and the developing 
countries pertain to agriculture sub* 
sidies, intellectual property rights, 
quotas of textiles and multi-fibre ar- 
rangementSk The agreement in tariff 
cuts on manufactured goods, there¬ 
fore, may not resolve any of the 
above conflicts. Hence it is wrong to 
say that any progress has been made 
towards finalising the Uruguay 
Round of Negotiations. Even the area 
of trade in Services has been 
bypassed. All these developments do 
not augur well for successful comple¬ 
tion of GATT-VIII by the end of the 
current year. 

Conclusion 

S erious doubts, hanging over 
the credibility of the current G-7 
countries, have belittled the pious 
declarations and communique 
released at Tokyo. A closer look 
reveals the weaknesses and the su¬ 
perficial nature of the platitudes ex¬ 
pressed at the Summit. Tall claims 
to step-up economic growth and to 
combat unemployment have been 
made but no specific programme or 
plan of action has been drawn up to 
achieve these targets. Group's 
decision to give aid to Russia and to 
give step-motherly treatment to the 
cause of Third World is also not 
likely to win many friends for the 
Group. 

However, the Summit marked 
the transformation of G-7 from a 
body looking after the trade and 
finances of the world to an august 
institution voicing the concern of 
the developed West over the politi¬ 
cal events of the world. By discuss¬ 
ing the issues like NPT, G-7 
countries appear to be replacing the 
UN. President Clinton has made it 
clear to the world that USA has its 
say on international issues—finan¬ 
cial, political or strategic, whether 
in UN or at any other forum. How 
this transition will affect G-7, 
depends on the actual execution of 
the decisions taken in the Summits 
in the years to come. 
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COViR FEATURE 


I 


Seshan’s “Bombshell” 
and the Sequel 


ForlumtclyJvr the country, the un- 
precedcnteit constitutional deadlock 
created by Mr T.N. Sesltan, the pozoer- 
obsessM Chief rJerlion Commissioner, 
by an arbitrary order of August 2 
postponmff all elections to the Uzk Sabha 
and certain Stale Assemblies, ended nine 
days later when good sense dawned on 
him. He tnodified his order and directed 
that the elections which had been 
deferred until December IS be conducted 
by Sept 10,1993, except in Tamil Nadu, 
hi the case of that Stale the hyelections to 
the Ranipet Assembly and the Palani 
parliamentary were subject to the 
deployment of Central forces to the satis¬ 
faction of the Flection Commission. 

But the basic issue that caused the 
deadlock—the powers and jurisdiction of 
the Election Commission—remains un¬ 
resolved. Until this position is clarified 
by the ultimate arbiter, there is a distinct 
possibility of such crises occurring again 
and halting the pnn'csses of democracy. 

A clear lesson of the 
Seshan episode is 
that no bureaucrat 
or other functionary 
of the political sys¬ 
tem should have 
unrestrained power 
and authority. There must be 
cooperation, not confrontation. It is 
also obvious that questi<Tns of juris¬ 
diction and powers raised by well- 
placed officials must be looked into 
promptly and not disregarded, as 
was apparently done in Mr Seshan's 
case. 

It was the Supreme Court's inter¬ 
vention and the dawning of gocKi 
.sense that terminated the deadlock, 
and in good time loo. The court asked 


the RIection Commi.ssion to revon- 
sider its order and indicated that it 
would adjudicate on the 
Commj.ssion's overall powers to con¬ 
duct free and fair elections in the 
country under Article 324 of the Con¬ 
stitution. The Supreme Court has 
ruled that the lilection 
Commissioner's pow'crs are not 
"unbridled". Mis functions are "sub- 
jivt to the norms of fairness and he 
cannot act arbitrarily. Unchecked 
power is alien to our system". 

Chief Justice M.N. Venkata- 
chaliah, while pronouncing the apex 
court's verdict, cautioned that the 
Commission had taken a "serious 
step" which had the potential of 
creating a chaotic situation. 

The Chief Justice disapproved of 
the orders passed by the various 
High Courts to conduct elections. If 
the electiims were held on the court's 
orders, he wondered, it was difficult 
to force the outcome. Stressing the 
need for respecting the I'.C, the court 
said otherwise "we’ll be hacking 
away the foundation of democracy". 
No pressure should be put on the EC 
by the Centre or the State govern¬ 
ments, the court added while .strr’ss- 
ing the need to have a "robust 
constitutional culture". 

The EC's writ petition under Ar¬ 
ticle 32 of the Constitution started by 
.saying "the petitioner is constrained" 
to move the court because of the at¬ 
titude of the Centre, the State govern¬ 
ments and others. The petition, filed 
under extraordinary circumstances, 
sought adjudication on the nature, 
.scope and exclusive jurisdiction of 
the EC to conduct free and fair elec¬ 


tions—the backbone of the electoral 
process", the court asserted. 

The judge observed that the 
Commission had exclusive jurisdic¬ 
tion to oversee free and fair elections; 
its perceptions about law and order 
and its requirements in this regard 
should not be interfered with even by 
the judiciary. 

Role & Powers of 
Commission 

UNDER the Con¬ 
stitution the Elec¬ 
tion Commission 
has wide powers. 
.'\rticle .324 states: 1. 
The superinten¬ 
dence, direction and 
control of the preparation of the elec¬ 
toral rolls for and the conduct of all 
elections to Parliament and to the 
legislature of every State and of elec¬ 
tion to the offices of President and 

Vice-President.shall be vested in a 

Commission (referred to in the Con¬ 
stitution as the Election Commis¬ 
sion). 

2. The Election Commission shall 
consist of the Chief Election Commis¬ 
sioner and such number of other 
Election Commissioners, if any, as the 
President may from time to time fix 
and the appointment of the Chief 
Election Commissioner and other 
Election Commissioners shall, sub¬ 
ject to the provisions of any law made 
in that behalf by Parliament, be made 
by the President. 

3. When any other Election 
Commissioner is so appointed, the 
Chief Election Commissioner shall 




206 OCTOBER’93 COMPETITION MASTER 





act as the Chairman of the Election 
CommissiOTi. 

4. Before each general election to 
the House of the People (Lok Sabha) 
and the Legislative Assembly of each 
State....the President may also ap¬ 
point, after consultation with the 
Election Commissioners and 
Regional Commissioners as he may 
consider necessary to assist the Elec¬ 
tion Commission in the performance 
of the function conferred on the Com¬ 
mission. 

5. Subject to the provisions of 
any law made by Parliament, the con¬ 
ditions of service and tenure of office 
of the Election Commissioners and 
the Regional Commissioners shall be 
such as the President may by rule 
determine. 

Provided that the Chief Election 
Commissioner shall not be removed 
from his office except in like manner 
and on the like grounds as a judge of 
the Supreme Court and the condi¬ 
tions of service of the Chief Election 
Commissioner shall not be varied to 
his disadvantage after his appoint¬ 
ment. 

6. The President or the Governor 
of the State shall, when so requested 
by the Election Commission, make 
available to the Election Commission 
or a Regional Commissioner such 
staff as may be necessary for the dis¬ 
charge of the function conferred on 
the Election Commission by Clause 
( 1 ). 

Attomey-Generars view 

IN an authoritative 
statement in the Lok 
Sabha on August 4 
the Attorney- 
General, Mr Milon 
Banerjee, categori¬ 
cally stated that un¬ 
bridled powers cannot be given to 
any single person. The Election Com¬ 
mission did not have any jurisdiction 
for initiating disciplinary action 
against officers and staff requisi¬ 
tioned for election work, nor could it 
direct the Government for providing 


Central forces in any State ermtrary to 
the request made by the State 
Government concerned. 

On the issue of the officers and 
staff required by the EC for the super¬ 
intendence, direction and control of 
elections, Mr Banerjee said it was a 
matter "to be sorted out by discus¬ 
sion between two high Constitution¬ 
al functionaries. There should be no 
rancour or dispute in this regard. If 
there is any divergence of views, the 
final view rests with the President." 
The specific question of deployment 
of forces for free and fair elections 
rested with State governments as 
maintenance of law and order is a 
State subject. 

Mr Banerjee pointed out that Ar¬ 
ticle 324 of the Constitution vesting 
the EC with superintendence, direc¬ 
tion and control of elections nowhere 
"gives the EC disciplinary 
jurisdiction". The only possible claim 
of the EC enjoying powers to initiate 
disciplinary action could be on ac¬ 
count of the amendment to Section 
13CC and 28A of the Representation 
of the People Act of 1950 and 1951 
respectively. He explained that of¬ 
ficers and staff requisitioned for elec¬ 
tion duty by the EC shall be deemed 
to be on deputation. In any case, these 
officers and staff on deputation were 
not paid their salary by the EC. 
Therefore, they did not cease to be 
government servants and the EC did 
not enjoy disciplinary jurisdiction ex¬ 
cept in consultation with their parent 
department. Confusion had arisen 
because of the use of the word 
"discipline" which related to perfor¬ 
mance of election work. 

The Attorney-General main¬ 
tained that the assessment of law and 
order situation as well os the require¬ 
ment and deployment of forces was 
the prerogative of the State Govern¬ 
ment. It is hoped that the State 
Government will act reasonably. The 
CEC can't direct the Centre for 
rendering Central forces to a State 
contrary to the request made by the 
State Government. The EC was not 


like the judiciAty but akin to a quasir 
judicial department of tite Govern- * 
ment. It was not possible to have » . ^ 
kingdom within a kingdom and the •» - 
independent body could not be a^ ' i- 
lowed to sit as a super government...- 
"The EC has to be an ally of th®' 
Government and discharge the func- 
tions allotted to it by law," ^ ■; 

The CEC had the powers to 
postpone elections indefinitely, but 
the grovind for such postponement 
must be reasonable. As for the ques- 
tion who would decide the specific 
strength of police forces to be 
deployed in a particular constituency *■ - 
or area for holding free and fair elec¬ 
tions, Mr Banerjee said a confron- 
tationist approach was not expected 
among high constitutional 
functionaries dealing with such is¬ 
sues, adding that in the last 40 yimns 
the requirements of the EC have been 
met by the State governments. ! 
"Maintenance of public order is es¬ 
sentially a State subject. There are 
other factors which the Constitution- 1 
al functionary takes note of." 

The electoral priKess, he said, 
should not be frozen by any constitu¬ 
tional authority and it enjoined upon 
everyone, particularly the Centre, to 
see tiiat the 'freeze' was lifted imnre- , , 
diately. The least Mr Seshan could do 
was to call leaders of all parties and 
explain the situation to them. There , 
were other ways to make his point 
and express his resentment. Mr 
Seshan was justified in seeking full 
control over officers engaged in elec¬ 
tion duty but he clearly "went ; 
beyond his jurisdiction in seeking the 
quantum of force needed for deplcy- 
ment during an election", the A.G. 
averred 

The Chief Election Commis¬ 
sioner came under heavy fire in the 
Bihar Assembly on August 3 with the 
ruling Janata Dal and its allies, the 
CPI and the CPM, creating a rumpus .v; 
and urging the Speaker to initiate a v 
privilege motion against Mr Seshan. 

The members, led by Chief Minister ; 
I..aloo Prasad Yadav, also demanded i 
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impeachment of Mr Seshan for his 
"whimsical decisions, tlirowing con¬ 
stitutional provisit)ns to the wind". 

The constitutional crisi.s created 
by Mr Seshan's abitrary and unwar¬ 
ranted order rocked both Houses of 
Parliament. Even as all sections of the 
people's representatives assailed the 
C.E.C.'s action, the Central Govern¬ 
ment too was criticised by opposition 
leaders for having failed to avert the 
crisis which had been building up 
over the past few months. The Chief 
Election Commissioner had 
repeatedly^sked the Central Govern¬ 
ment to clarify the position and stop 
"violations of the Constitution in 
regard to the conduct of elections", 
but the Centre remained silent. 
Leaders of various parties in both 
Houses deplored the "inaction" of 
the Government and alleged that it 
was apparently acting in collusion 
with the Election Commission. 

Seshan Adamant 

ON August 3, ad¬ 
dressing a crowded 
press conference, the 
Chief Election Com¬ 
missioner made it 
dear that he would 
not hold any elec¬ 
tions including those due in the four 
formerly B|P-ruled States, until the 
present "deadlock" regarding his 
powers under the Constitution was 
resolved. "Whatever happen.s, I will 
continue to do my duty relentlessly 
without fear or favour." 1 le indicated 
his intention to seek the verdict of a 
competent court on the validity of the 
position taken by him regarding the 
deployment of civil and police staff 
for the conduct of elections, but 
would not say when he would do it. 

Asked what was the way out of 
the present impasse, Mr Seshan 
replied: "The way out is good sense 
on the part of everybody." Mr Seshan 
denied that he had precipitated the 
matter. He had been raising the issue 
for c)ver a year and only when he 
could not get the matter satisfactorily 


resolved, he had to take the action he 
took. It was like the "last and final 
call", he remarked. 

Mr Seshan agreed, however, that 
Parliament and the courts were 
supreme and whatever the courts 
decide, the Commission would have 
to abide by it. 

1 !e merely said "thank you very 
much" when a correspondent 
brought to his notice West Bengal 
Chief Minister Jyoti Basu's reported 
remark that the CEC was "insane". 
Similarly, Mr Seshan did not have 
any view whatstxjver on the proposal 
mooted by some political parties for 
a multi-member Election Commis¬ 
sion. There were provisions in the 
CAinslitution on this and Parliament 
was supreme in this matter. 

Asked why he decided to strike 
now, Mr Seshan .said the letter from 
the Home Ministry delivered to one 
of the secretaries of the Commi.ssion 
was the last straw. In that letter, the 
Home Ministry had said that Article 
324 (6) of the Constitution did not 
speak in terms of providing para¬ 
military or t)ther forces for the main¬ 
tenance of law and order in a State. 
This made the Government's stand 
on the issue very clear leaving him no 
option but to take a drastic .step. In a 
note explaining his stand Mr Seshan 
.said the Commission during the last 
two or three years countered relent¬ 
less resistance from the Central and 
State governments against the use of 
its authority to discipline errant offi¬ 
cials. There were poll officers refus¬ 
ing to perform their duty. 

It needs to be noted that even his 
worst detractors have not accu.sed Mr 
Seshan of succumbing to political 
pressures, or being browbeaten by 
the high and the mighty. But it was 
widely felt that the best course for 
him was to seek adjudication by the 
Supreme Court on his constitutional 
powers. 

L.K. Advani's Plea: The B.J.P. 
President L.K. Advani expressed the 
view on August 4 that the most ex¬ 


peditious way of sorting out the 
tangle created by the order of the 
Chief Election Commissioner was to 
convert the Election Commission 
into a multi-member body as 
provided for under Article 324 of the 
Constitution, lime was of maximum 
essence, and immediate steps were 
needed to "unfreeze" the election 
process. The other two options men¬ 
tioned at an all-party meeting on Aug 
3, referring the interpretafion of Ar¬ 
ticle 324 to the Supreme Court for an 
opinion under Article 143 and delet¬ 
ing the provision under which the 
Commission is armed with superin¬ 
tendence and disciplinary powers 
over officers engaged in election 
duty, and also the process of im¬ 
peachment were time-consuming. 
He felt, however, that there was some 
justification in the grounds cited by 
Mr Seshan in hi.sorder, but he did not 
agree with its operative part, which 
created an unprecedented constitu¬ 
tional crisis. "The Government has 
been in the wrong throughout", Mr 
Advani said. He hoped the Govern¬ 
ment would utili.se the occasion to 
undertake long-pending electoral 
reforms on a priority basis. Mr Ad¬ 
vani termed the order as "a shock 
treatment" to ail parties as w'ell as the 
country. 

Congress stand 

SEVERAL opposi¬ 
tion parties, while 
condemning Mr 
Seshan's arbitrary 
decision, alleged 
that the Congress 
was indirectly a 
party to the postponement of the 
elections because the move would 
save it from humiliating defeats in 
certain constituencies where its posi¬ 
tion was very weak. 

But the ruling party spokesman 
made the position clear on Augu.st 4. 
While strongly criticising the Chief 
Election Commissioner for postpon¬ 
ing all elections and byelections to 
the Central and State legislatures 
until December, the Congress indi- 
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cated that it favoured multiple mem¬ 
bership of the Election Commis¬ 
sion with a view to obviating the 
possibility of a similar crisis in fu¬ 
ture. 

There was no doubt the Con¬ 
stitution contemplated an inde¬ 
pendent Election Commission but 
independence did not mean 
licence to act in the manner in 
which the Chief Election Commis¬ 
sioner had done. "His action is 
hasty, arbitrary and not at all com¬ 
mensurate with the grievances he 
had." A wholly unnecessary, 
avoidable crisis had been created. 
It should be resolved by all parties 
through consensus. 

In view of the. increasing 
workload there should be multiple 
membership of the Commission with 
clearly defined powers, as mentioned 
in Article 324 (2). Earlier, the Election 
Commission was called upon to or¬ 
ganise the election of about 5,000 
members of State legislatip'es and 
about 800 members of Parliament. 
But now the Commission would also 
have to shoulder the responsibility of 
conducting panchayat elections. 
About 30 lakh representatives of 
these bodies would be elected peri¬ 
odically. The Congre.ss Party and the 
Government would have to see how 
the Commission could effectively 
discharge this responsibility. 

While speaking at a function held 
to mark the conclusion of the golden 
jubilee celebration of the Quit India 
Movement on August 9, Prime Mini¬ 
ster Narasimha Rao stressed the im¬ 
portance of coordinated functioning 
of various organs of the Government 
and institutions of society. "Our 
pluralistic democracy has by defini¬ 
tion a multiplicity of such organisa¬ 
tions. They can work, together only 
when each works within its own 
prescribed parameters. Mixing roles, 
overstepping jurisdictions and 
usurping procedures are a recipe for 
anarchy." The implication of the 
Prime Minister's charge was that Mr 
Seshan had overstepped his 



authority. 

A contrary view 

THE former Attor¬ 
ney-General of 
India, Mr G. Ramas- 
wamy, expressed 
disagreement with 
his successor, Mr 
Mllon Banerjee's 
opinion diat the Election Conunis- 
sion had no control on the staff 
deployed by tlie Government on the 
election duty. Mr Ramaswamy, who 
was the counsel for Mr Seshan, said 
he had always maintained that the 
staff deployed by the Government to 
conduct free and fair elections was 
necessarily under the command of 
the Election Commission. Such staff, 
including paramilitarymen, were 
deemed to be on deputation from 
their parent department to the Elec¬ 
tion Commission. According to Mr 
Ramaswamy, the Representation of 
the People Act and Article 324 of the 
Constitution are categorical on the 
issue. There could not be any dispute 
on the width of the EC's power to 
conduct free and fair elections in the 
country. 

Another former Attorney- 
General, Mr Soli J. Sorabjee, said the 
Election Commission had undoub¬ 
tedly "wide powers" under the Con¬ 
stitution. 


The Attorney-General's elec¬ 
torate interpretation of the CEC's 
powers was widely welcomed since 
it clarified the legal position. How¬ 
ever, a section of the people felt that 
A.G.'s opinion was not free from am¬ 
biguity. While he conceded that the 
1989 amendment to the Repre¬ 
sentation of the People Act vested 
with the CEC the powers of "control, 
superintendence and discipline" 
over the staff deputed for the conduct 
of elections, "^ere is a substantial 
difference between discipline and 
disciplinary proceedings". 

A former Chief Election Commis¬ 
sioner, Mr R.K. Trivedi, who estab¬ 
lished a reputation for faithful 


implementation of ihe constitutiorud. ': ^ 
provisions regarding the Electioii 
Commission's responsibilitiea . 
without making arbitrary decisions !' 
and wiffiout losing his cmdibility or 
public confidence, expressed a dif* 
ferent opinion on Au^st 6. He aafdi; ; 
the views expressed by ttie Attorney- % 
General should command deep 
respect but they were not ffie ffnal ; i ? 
words on the disputed issue. The 
Supreme Court he averred, could 
take an altogether different view of ' 
the matter. 

Expressing deep concern over 
the deadlock created by Mr Seshan'i . 
order postponing elections and ^ 
byelections until December, Mr ' 
Trivedi said such an order was im- 
warranted. Besides, electiwis to the 
Rajya Sabha or the VIdhan Parishads 
require no law and order arrange- . 
ments and pose no problem even 
with regard to the staff needed for 
conducting the elections to the upper 
chambers of the legislature. Article ‘-i,. 
329 of the Constitution bars even the , 
highest court of Uie land from inter- 'I 
fering with the process once it has • > 
started. The judiciary has thus been 
denied powers to intervene midway. 
"The institution which conducts the 
elections should not interfere wifft 
the process unless there are overrul? "} 
ing considerations." 

Mr Trivedi, who is the only sur¬ 
viving Chief Election Commissioner 
and has spent several years with two 
Prime Ministers, Mrs Indira Gandhi 
and Mr Rajiv Gandhi, said he never ^ j 
faced such an insurmountable prob¬ 
lem during his tenure, perhaps be¬ 
cause the priorities of the leaders 
who were ften in power were quite ' 
different. He conceded that the issue 
raised by Mr Seshan was significant 
and need to be solved immediately, 
but said the method adopted by him 
was "unfortunate". 

Interestingly, Mr Trivedi j? 
feels that the remedy being sug- l\ 
gested—expansion of the Election 
Commission (multi-member Com-' , 
mission>~is worse than the disease, vg 

■ -.y 
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Till now, all the Chief Election Com¬ 
missioners had opposed such a 
proposal. He pointed out that at elec¬ 
tion time the executive authority had 
to be exercised with speed and ef¬ 
ficacy. A multi-member body would 
be a hindrance in the matter. 

Some persons expressed the 
opinion that power to enforce dis¬ 
cipline also implies power to enforce 
it by instituting disciplinary proceed¬ 
ings. But for this power, it was con¬ 
tended, the election results in Tripura 
would have been different, thanks to 
the subversion of the State 
bureaucracy. Again, since this power 
was admittedly conferred by a sub¬ 
sequent legislation, in the changed 
circumstances, according to these 
critics, the propo.sal for a multi-mem¬ 
ber Election Commission is fraught 
with perilous consequences. The 
Government could pack the Com¬ 
mission with pliable functionaries. 

Warning for future 

VETERANS are of 
the opinion that the 
blow which the 
CEC delivered to 
the body politic of 
the country should 
both serve as a 
reminder and a warning to all right- 
thinking people about the fragility of 
our nascent democracy. It also 

provided an opportunity to define 
the powers and role of the Chief Elec¬ 
tion Commissioner. The saving grace 
is the acknowledgement of 

Parliament's supremacy by Mr 
Seshan. 

It is true that under the Constitu¬ 
tion the CEC is entrusted with the task 
of holding elections and that it should 
have certain powers of demanding 
and requisitioning the services of 
government staff. But it would be un¬ 
wise to allow him unrestricted 
authority to pick and choose the offi¬ 
cials he wants. He cannot be allowed 
to appropriate the authority of the 
State or Central government by 
taking over their disciplinary powers 
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with regard to their employees on 
temporary duty for election work. 
The CEC must not arrogate this 
power to himself. 

The powers and responsibilities 
of CEC should be clearly dehned and 
demarcated to avoid recurrence of 
such situations. The Commission 
should also be converted into a multi¬ 
member body. That would help to 
dissuade future autocrats from ar¬ 
bitrary actions. 

As the Attorney-General stated in 
the Lok Sabha, the Constitution 
demands consultation and not con¬ 
frontation and it is expected that the 
constitutional authorities will act in a 
spirit of cooperation and not bring 
about a crisis situation. The Election 
Commission took the extreme step to 
halt the electoral process in order to 
extract a clear commitment from the 
Government that under the Constitu¬ 
tion the Commission had full powers 
to conduct elections, including order¬ 
ing of forces, naming of officials to 
oversee the poll and postponing 
them. The Supreme Court upheld the 
stand of the Election Commission in 
the matter of overall authority to con¬ 
duct elections in the country. The 
court is not in favour of tinkering with 
the independent authority of the EC, 
but it has removed the obstacles put in 
the way of the smooth conclusion of 
elections already ordered. 

An unambiguous declaration 
about the powers, duties and respon¬ 
sibilities of the Election Commission 
and the Government in ensuring free 
and fair elections is certainly overdue. 
Mr Seshan declared that there would 
be no elections until the status and 
authority of the Election Commission 
were clarified. Tlie issue does call for 
an early pronouncement. The 
provisional resumption of the elec¬ 
toral process does not warrant 
another spell of complacency and 
dithering at the top level. 

It needs to be recalled that earlier 
also the Central Government enter¬ 
tained a proposal to clip the powers of 
the Election Commission. As a sequel 
to a controversy about the role of the 
Election Commission over a decade 



ago, the then Law Minister, Mr Shiv 
Shanker, stated in the R^ya Sabha in 
November, 1981, that the Govern¬ 
ment was considering a proposal to 
restrict the powers of the Election 
Commission to "nullify" an election. 
In the case of the judiciary and also of 
the Election Commission the inde¬ 
pendence of the institution and reten¬ 
tion of public confidence in its 
impartiality are always important. A 
constitutional expert ri^tly ex¬ 
pressed the view that the Election 
Commission is an integral part of the 
system of checks and balances to 
prevent any other organ of Govern¬ 
ment or any non-official from interfer¬ 
ing in the conduct of elections. 
Moreover, all types of extraneous in¬ 
fluences and pressures must be 
eliminated. 

The issue arose when the Elec¬ 
tion Commission cancelled the Par¬ 
liamentary election in the Garhwal 
constituency in U.P. on certain 
grounds, and then there was a second 
postponement to which the opposi¬ 
tion parties strongly objected al¬ 
though, according to impartial 
observers, the reasons which 
prompted the Commission's decision 
were apparently valid. 

The Commission then felt that 
the fast-spreading strike wave in U.P. 
was an adverse factor. If polling had 
been held as scheduled, the voting 
percentage would have been low 
(that would have partly defeated 
the purpose of elections); besides, 
there was a distinct possibility of 
law and order being disturbed. The 
widely discussed poser at that time 
was: who is to judge finally whether 
the requisite conditions for a peace¬ 
ful poll had been fulfilled or not? 
The Election Commission claimed 
that the ultimate decision rested 
with it. This lime, Mr Seshan exer¬ 
cised this discretion in the case of 
the byelections due to be held in 
Tamil Nadu. 

Hardly anyone would deny that 
democracy is not safe when whimsi¬ 
cal functionaries are still around and 
the legal position regarding some 
vital questions remains nebulous.' 




Employment as a 
Human Right 


L ike freedom, which is the birth 
right of all human-beings, ir¬ 
respective of their caste, colour or 
creed, the right to employment is 
equally fundamental to a purposeful 
living in the midst of manifold 
problems and possibilities. Without a 
job, the movement of life becomes the 
drift of a rudderl^s boat, likely to be 
caught in a whirlpool of confusion 
and conflicts. A job provides the 
wherewithal to quench the fire and 
fury of hunger and without it the 
same fret and fume of the stomach 
may consume the vitality of life and 
render it hapless in no small measure. 

With the disintegration of the 
erstwhile Socialist Bloc of East 
I European countries, as also the 
I Soviet Union, the right to work, as 
■ enshrined in their respective con¬ 
stitutions, vanished into the thin air, 
leaving behind a trail of betrayal and 
bitterness. Even in the most ad¬ 
vanced countries of the West, as well 
as in Japan, the right to employment 
has never been the inalienable right 
of the people, although their robust 
economies are strong enough to 
promise such a right to all its citizens. 
About the capacity, capability and 
commitment of the Third World 
countries to ensure the right to 
employment as a human right. 

All human pursuits and posses¬ 
sions are inextricably linked with the 
honourable means of livelihood. No 
other human right is as sacred and 
supreme as the right to employment. 
All pledges and pronouncements 
from public platforms in support of 
the sanctity of other human rights be¬ 
come rancour rituals if they are not 
bacl»d up by a firm commitin^t that 
all eligible jc^-eeekers wiU be assured 
suitable avenues of employment. No 


alibi, of any nuance, can satisfy fiiose 
who are unemployed and hence the 
underdogs of the politico^conomic 
system. Nothing is as stimulating as 
the availability of opportunities for 
one and all. 

There is an old saying: "When 
the stomach is empty, even the rain¬ 
bow looks colourless." Without 
decent means of livelihood, which 
only timely employment can pro¬ 
vide, everything else is like an empty 
drum that makes much noise but sig¬ 
nifies nothing. A fellow without a job 
suffers from the stigma of having an 
empty mind. It is only when the right 
to work is assured to all those who 
are physically and mentally fit, that 
we can appreciate the vigour and 
vibrancy of all other rights. Human 
relations, friendships, love and 
hatred become relevant and rational 
when the basic needs of life are 
provided by a job, the raison d'etre of 
all worldly interests and involve¬ 
ments. 

The pitiful plight of the un¬ 
employed, whether educated or il¬ 
literate, does not evoke as sharp a 
reaction among the torch bearers of 
human rights as other abnormal 
aberrations or draconian laws do. In 
fact the most basic human right of 
employment is the pivot around 
which all other impulses and urges of 
human heart and mind revolve and 
motivate. Denial or exclusion of the 
right to employment can lead astray 
the victims of unemployment and 
make them a social menace. When 
the dreams and ambitions of the 
young get frustrated, they lose their 
peace and poise to become a potential 
threat to the fragile social order. The 
intensity of anger and agitation, bom 
out of social neglect, leads quite a few 


of them into the crooked and corrupt 
lanes of violence and vitriolic venge¬ 
ance. 

The recently held world con¬ 
ference on Human Rights in Vienna 
did not mince words in declaring that 
democracy, development and respect 
for human rights and fundamental 
freedoms were inter-dependent and 
mutually reinforcing. It also reaf¬ 
firmed the right to development as an 
inalienable, universal and integral 
right. But ironically enough, the 
'right to work/employment' was 
conspicuously evaded by almost all 
the luminaries and leading lights of 
the Conference. Similarly mere 
liberation from bonded/child labour 
is not enough unless the 'powers that 
be' give a serious thought and con¬ 
sideration to the rehabilitation of all 
those who have been given back their 
dignity and freedoms. Jobs to the 
adults and education to the children 
are the crying needs of the hour 
otherwise all efforts In their salvation 
would prove counter-productive. 

"Man does not live by bread 
alone." But we dare not deny the 
other side of the truth as well that the 
economics of 'bread and butter' ig¬ 
nites the latent fire of human Im¬ 
agination and thus makes the 
civilisation more forward. Political 
freedom without economic security 
is like window dressing. It is high 
time that the Human Rights activists, 
the world over, took up the issue of 
employment as the first human right 
for all able-bodied men and women. 
Denial of 'right to work' should pride 
the conscience of the sensitive and 
the enlightened as much as the viola¬ 
tion of other rights does. And there 
lies the centre of human harmony 
and dignity. 
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Civil Services (Main) Special: 
^Ived Questions on General 
Judies 


Q. 1. What are the significant achievements of In¬ 
dian scientists in the context of space research? How will 
the space technology be useful for weather prediction, 
telecommunication and identiHcation of natural resour¬ 
ces? (About 400 words.) 

(Civil Services (Main) 1981) 

Ans. Since independence, India has achieved remark¬ 
able success in the field of space research. This aspect of 
scientific research is directed towards telecommunica¬ 
tions, remote sensing and meteorology. Today India has 
the distinction of being among a few selected countries of 
the world to have developed indigenous technologies in 
remote sensing and communication satellite. The depart¬ 
ment of space is engaged in development of indigenous 
capabilities in advanced aerospace engineering, rockets 
and satellites. The important achievements in these fields 
include the launching of Aryabhatta in 1975, the first 
Indian scientific satellite, launching of Bhaskara in 1979, a 
satellite aimed at collecting information on natural resour¬ 
ces, launch of APPLE, an experimcnLil communication 
satellite launched in 1981, launch of Rohini series of satel¬ 
lite, launch of IRS series of remote sensing satellite and 
finally launch of INSAT-1 and INSAT-11 series of satellites. 
In addition, the achievements in the launching 
capabilities in the form of SLV, ASLV and PSLV are 
strategically important. Operationalisation of these 
laimch vehicles and development of GSLV are the impor¬ 
tant milestones targetted during the Eighth Five Year 
I Plan. Recent successful launch of 1NSAT-2B in July 1993 
marked another feather in the cap of Indian scientists. 

The facilities offered by the INSAT series as well as 
IRS series have several applications in communication, 
broadcasting, meteorology, disaster management and 
resource management. The C-band and extended C-band 
transponders of INSAT, which operate in die 4.5-4.8 giga 
hertz frequency, are used for high density telephone traffic 
between major centres, remote areas single channel com¬ 
munication, data and messaging network, regionai TV 
monitoring and metro-TV channels. Similarly, S-band 
transpondem are used for national TV channels, radio 
networking, disaster warning, weather prediction and 
facsimile. The data relay transponder Is used to collect and 
relay the meteorological data. IRS satellites, on the other 
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hand, have sensors, stereo viewing and on-bbard data 
recording facilities to provide information on natural 
resources, weather and disasters. A combination of these 
two satellites, effectively and accurately takes care of the 
important aspects of weather prediction, communications 
and identification of natural resources. All tiiis assumes 
added importance as all these technologies have been 
indigenously developed by our scientists. 

Q. 2. Discuss briefly the basic aims with which the 
Indian National Congress was founded. When and 
under what circumstances did it decide to have complete 
independence (Puma Swaraj) from the British rule as its 
goal? (About 200 words.) 

(Civil Services (Main) 1985) 

Ans. A retired English Civil Servant A.O. Hume was 
responsible to give birth to Indian National Congress in 
1885. The initial aims for founding the Congress were to 
promote friendly relations between nationalist forces 
throughout the country, to foster the feelings of national 
unity, to denounce the caste system, to submit the popular 
demands before the Government and to mobilise the 
public opinion for the national cause. Another important 
objective was to give vent to the mounting dissatisfaction 
among the educated sections and to act as a "safety 
valve". Italso provided expression to the feelings of politi¬ 
cally conscious Nationalist Indians. 

The Congress, however, decided to adopt "Puma 
Swaraj" as its goal at the historic Lahore session on 
December 31, 1929, after about 45 years of its inception. 
January 26,1930 was celebrated as the first independence 
day. Growth of leftist forces, having leaders like Subhash 
Bose and Nehru, Gandhiji's decision to return to active 
politics, repression during Simon Commission protests, 
rise of militancy and success of non-Cooperation move¬ 
ments were some of the important causes to adopt "Puma 
Swaraj". Events like Rowlatt Act and Jallianwala mas¬ 
sacre and the policy of divide and rule were also respon¬ 
sible for this shift in the aims of the Congress. 

Q. 3. What were the objectives of having three 
separate iegislatlve lists in the Constitution of India? 
Can the Parliament make laws with regard to uty items 
in the State-list? If so, under what situations? Does any 
issue arising from the above give rise to Union-State 



contfovenies? (About 250 xoords.) 

(Civil Service (Main) 1983) 

Am. Indian Constitution provides for a federal sys¬ 
tem with a strong unitary bias. As in all federations, In¬ 
dian system also distributes the powers between the 
Union and the States,to cater to our local and political 
needs. Whereas the State-list empowers a State legislature 
to legislate on 61 subjects as per the needs felt by the 
framers of the Constitution, the Union retains 99 su^ects 
of importance, for the proper functioning of the federa¬ 
tion. Remaining 52 subjects have been kept in the Concur¬ 
rent-list on which both Union as well as the States could 
legislate, but in case of a conflict the laws made by the 
Union prevail. Broad aims were to avoid conflicts, to 
maintain unity and integrity and to ensure proper 
functioning of ^e federal system. 

Under certain situations like proclamation of emer¬ 
gency, by agreement between the States, to implement 
certain treaties, during .the President's rule or in the na¬ 
tional interest, the Parliament may, subject to certain 
restrictions, legislate on the State-subjects. But such legis¬ 
lations by the Centre may create controversies like tension 
among the States, undue favours to the States ruled by the 
party in power at the Centre and allegations of misuse of 
constitutional power against the party in power. Even the 
laws made by the Parliament in the national interest for 
any State or States, though temporarily, may also be inter¬ 
preted as blatant misuse of power by the party in power 
at the Centre. Hence this exceptional power must be exer¬ 
cised with due caution and care. 

Q. 4. Identify and analyse a few major management 
problems which Indian Public Enterprises are facing 
today. In light of your analysis, do you advocate 
privatisation of some of our public enterprises. (About 
250 words.) 

(Civil Services (Main) 1990) 

Ans. After the Second Five Year Plan, the concept of 
Public Sector was advocated and implemented vigorous¬ 
ly with several objectives like promoting basic and key 
industries, development of infrastructure, employment 
generation, balanced growth and setting up strategic in¬ 
dustries. But due to some managerial problems, among 
other things, most of the objectives could not be achieved. 
Lack of professionalism and poor decision-making have 
been among some of the factors responsible for their poor 
State today. Poor financial management and lack-lustre 
marketing efforts are"yet other causes. Interference in the 
day to day functioning of Public Sector Undertakings by 
the Government as well as the politicians are among other 
problems faced by them. Lack of accountability and incen¬ 
tives or disincentives are other martagement problems 
faced by the public sector. 

Privatisation has been offered as one of the solutions 


to most of the above problems. It is agreed fftat , 

equity participation would ensure quicker and better ^ 
decision-making, increased accountability, commercial 
orientation and professional management in fftese und^ 
takings. This may also improve ^ financial discipline i 
and management and may result in innovative maricetln^ 
strategy. But this can only happen if the privafisation of ; 
these enterprises is done in a well-planned mariner, ensui> ' 
ing the transfer of shares to the hands of genuinely inters ' 
ested private parties. The kind of privatisation witnessed 
in the recent past may turn out to be an exercise in futili^ : ^ 
as it has not resulted in actual transfer of public sector f 
shares to the private sector in the real sense. . c 

Q. 5. (a) What is Territorial Army? For what rsasoM > 
it has been constituted? What incenfives are given to the 
members of Territorial Army? (Not more titan 100 wordsh : 

(Civil Services (Main) 1981) ^ 

(b) What are the main tasks assigned to Coast . 
Guards Organisation? What is its set-up? Where are its 
Headquarters located? (Not more than 75 words.) 

(Civil Services (Main) 1982) 

(c) Why was the National Cadet Corps established 

in 1948? How is the corps organised and who are eligible 
to join it? Who are responsible for running the organisa¬ 
tion? What incentives are available to tfiose who join the .. 
NCC? (Not more than 100 words.) f 

(Civil Services (Main) 1983) ' 

Ans. (a) Known as the "second line of defence". Ter* . 
ritorial Army provides an opportunity to all able-bodied 
civilians to receive part-time military training. Any dtizen 
between 18 to 35 years of age may join this force whidi 
provides relief to the regular army for internal security ' i 
duties, anti-aircraft and coastal defence duties. . ' 

An auxiliary of the Defence Ministry, Service with this 
force is considered to be a part-time employment and pay 
and allowances and other benefits as admissible to the ' 
regular army are available to its members during the 
employment period only. 

Ans. (b) Coast Guards is one of the auxiliaries of the ,: 
Ministry of Defence and its main tasks are protection of .; 
coastal and off-shore irutallation, terminals, fisheries, , 
marine patrolling to prevent poaching and smuggling . 
and search and rescue missions. Its headquarters are to- 
cated at New Delhi and it has three regional headquarters 
viz Western Region in Bombay, Southern Region in 
Madras and Eastern Region at Port Blair (Andaman and , 
Nicobar Islands). ( 

Ans. (c) National Cadet Corps was established as a ? 
voluntary organisation with a view to develop the " | 
qualities like leadership, character, spirit of sportsman- ;' 
ship, cooperation, selfless service and to motivate and ‘ 
develop youth for the national cause, without any obliga-' 
tion of active military service. Enrolling over 12 laldt , 
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' cadets the corps have 3 divisions viz Junior, Senior and 
:* Girls Division with all three wings of the arnicd forces. 
' Run by Defence Ministry, all students in academic institu* 
Hems may join it. Certificate holders of NCC are allowed 
5 to appear before the interview boards for Commissioned 
I Officers' selection in the concerned wing of the forces. 

Q. 6. Discuss the major social reform movements of 
the second half of 19th century. In what way did they 
contribute to the rise and growth of Indian National 
Movement? (Not more than 200 words.) 

(Ciml Services (Main) 1987) 

Ans. After the first war of independence in 1857, it 
was increasingly realised by many conscious Indians that 
the social and religious reformation was essentially re¬ 
quired for the growth of unity, solidarity and nationalism, 
^veral religious movements like Brahmo Samaj by Raja 
Ram Mohan Roy, missions of Swami Vivekananda and 
Ramakrishna Paramhansa, Arya Samaj of Swami 
Dayananda, Aligarh School by Sir Sayyid Ahmad Khan 
and the religious movements of Sikhs, all essentially had 
a social reh^rms angle. Most of these reforms struck a blow 
on traditional rituals like Drahamanism and advocated 
religious and .social equality. The reformists also advo¬ 
cated equality of women in the society, respect and 
tolerance for other faiths and religions, humanitariani.sm 
and liberty of thought. 

In addition to above movements, social reforms for 
emancipation of women and dismantling of caste-system 
by the reformi.sts likejotiba G. Phule, Justice Ranade, D.K. 
Karve, B.R. Ambedkar etc had their impact. Educated 
sections revolted against the deep-rooted system, yearned 
for equality, had humanistic view and were secular in 
thinking and practice. All tliese factors brought all the 
classes of society and all the regions of the country 
together which ultimately gave rise to the nationalist feel¬ 
ings and brotherhood and helped in giving birth to the 
national movement. 

Q. 7. Discuss the powers, privileges and immunity 
of the Indian Parliament. (About 250 UK>rd$.) 

(Civil Services (Main) 1989) 

Ans. In addition to the power to legislate on the 
specified subjects, the Indian Parliament has the following 
powers: 

(a) To order the expulsion of strangers from the gal¬ 
leries at any time. 

(h) Each House has the power to regulate its proceed¬ 
ings. What is said or done within the Parliament cannot 
be questioned or inquired in any court. 

(c) Each House has the power to punish any pereon 
for the contempt of the house and this punishment may 
range from a reprimand or admonition to imprisonment. 

The privileges a re certain rights of the Houses, mostly 


added by the 44th Amendment These privileges of the 
House or the members of the House are fr^dom of 
speech, right to publish debates and proceedings, right to 
exclude others, right to regulate the internal matter or the 
right to punish the members or Hie outsiders for the 
breach of its privileges. In case of any clash between the 
fundamental rights and the privileges, the latter shall 
prevail, subject to the provisions of Articles 20-22 and 32. 
Most of these privileges are based on the convenHons and 
practices followed in England. 

The members of Parliament also enjoy certain im¬ 
munities. In case of civil proceedings in any case, a mem¬ 
ber is exempted from arrest during a meeting of chambers 
and committees, of which he is a member, upto 40 days 
before and after such a meeting. Moreovet^ while the 
session of the Parliament is on, a member of Parliament 
cannot be summoned as a witness without the leave of the 
House. 

Q. 8. Answer the following: (Answer to each question 
siwuld be in about 150 words.) 

(a) Attainment of self-reliance has been a major ob- 
jecHve of planning in India. Analyse the implications of 
this policy. Assess the progress made in this regard so 
far. 

(b) "Inflation has been a major and persistent cause 
of poverty and inequality in India." Analyse. 

(Civil Services (Main) 1983) 

Ans. (fl) Since the inception of planning in India, self- 
reliance has been one of the major goals. At the beginning 
of planning, India was dependent on other countries for 
cereals, iron and steel, minerals, chemicals, electronics, 
engineering goods, crude oil and above all, the foreign 
exchange. Hence political independence was yet to be 
followed by economic emancipation and the main aim of 
planning was to gradually shift from dependence to self- 
reliance. This was aimed at all-round economic growth on 
the one hand and making India politically strong and 
independent by bringing it out of the influence of the 
developed West, on the other. Another objective was in¬ 
creased trade and reduced dependence on the internation¬ 
al lending institutions. 

Near self-sufficiency has been achieved in the agricul¬ 
ture production, iron and steel, engineering goods etc. 
However, self-sufficiency is yet to be achieved in the crude 
oil production and availability’ of foreign exchange. 

Ans. (b) Moderate inflation rate is considered to be 
good for the economic growth of an economy. But infla¬ 
tion beyond safe-limits brings inequality and, in turn, 
poverty. After early seventies India witnessed several 
spells of high inflation. The inHation incseases the general 
level of prices and reduces the real value of the income of 
wage-earners and the Hxed salaried persons. But the price 
rise may benefit the traders, manufacturers and Hie busi- 
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ness community. These categories do not face the impact 
of inflation themselves but can passon the incidence t<^ the 
consumers after pocketing handsome profits. A con¬ 
tinuous price rise, tiius, results in rich growing richer and 
the poor getting poorer. Rise in price also upsets the cal¬ 
culations regarding project cost and time of completion of 
the projects. Though there are other factors also respon¬ 
sible for increase in poverty and inequality, inflationary 
pressures have also been identified as a major factor 
responsible for it. 

Q. 9. What is global energy crisis and what is its 
impact on India? Having regard to our situation, en¬ 
vironment, resources and problems, what could be the 
profile of an appropriate energy policy for India? Ex¬ 
amine critically the available alternative options. (About 
5(X) loords.) 

(Civil Services (Main) 1980) 

Ans. Higher consumption of energy in its various 
forms is an indication of economic growth. But all the 
fossil fuels are short-lived and within next frew decades, 
the world may run-out of its coal and lignite reserves. 
Same may be the scenario on the oil front also. The dwin¬ 
dling energy resources on the one hand and increasing 
need for energy consumption in the industrial and 
agriculture sector on the other, exasperated by the pres¬ 
sures of rapidly increasing population has worsened the 
energy crises. In India, higher demand for energy is forc¬ 
ing the Government to import huge quantities of crude oil 
which is resulting in heavy drain of valuable foreign ex¬ 
change. As per the Eighth Plan estimates, an additional 
capacity of 38000 MW of power will be required upto 1997 
and as per resources available, there is a likely shortfall of 
about 13000 MW of power. Out of the total commercial 
energy produced in India, about 69% comes from thermal 
power, 25% from hydel, 2% from nuclear power and about 
4% from diesel and gas. Contribution of non-conventional 
sources of energy is negligible. Prescribed ideal mix be¬ 
tween thermal and hydel power should be 60 : 40 and 
imbalance in this mix is putting unnecessary strain on our 
coal reserves. 

Going by our limited coal/lignite reserves, insuffi¬ 
cient oil production, insufficient share of hydel power, 
heavy strain on foreign exchange reserves and negligible 
contribution by non-conventional sources of energy, a 
new orientation to our policy on energy is called for. The 
per<apita consumption of energy in India, which is just 

-th of the global average, is likely to increase in the years 

to follow due to increased levels of development. As a 
matter of policy, therefore, heavy dependence on thermal 
power must come down and the share of hydro-electrical 
projects must increase. Such projects should be planned 
with smaller reservoirs so as to cause minimum damage 
to the forests, fertile lands and environment and should 


result in mintmiun displacement of pt^ulaflori. Percent¬ 
age of nuclear power also needs to be increased. Nuclei^ 
and hydel electricity generation both are renewable to 
nature and do not result in exploitation of limited resour¬ 
ces like oil, coal, gas, lignite etc. 

N uclear and hydel power are not the ordy two options 
to overcome the energy crisis. Shifting the emphasis on 
other renewable and non-conventional resources will go a 
long way to help in achieving the same. Adopting the 
bio-gas, particularly in the rural areas in a big way and the 
use of solar energy for cooking, water heating, street light¬ 
ing and even for electricity generation with the help 
photovoltic cells are two other options. These two options 
need to be supplemented by wind energy in high velocity 
wind areas and tidal energy for coastal areas for domestic 
and commercial use as well as for generations of 
electricity. Progress also needs to be made in the R & D 
work in taking-up alternative fuels for running vehicles 
like use of battery powered vehicles, hydrogen, geo-ther¬ 
mal and chemical sources of energy. All these options will 
help India to tide over the grim energy crisis facing our 
country. 

Q. 10. Define duties and powers of Comptroller and 
Auditor General of India in regard to audit and show 
how the Constitution provides for his independence 
from the executive control. (About 250 words.) 

(Civil Services (Main) 1989) 

Ans. Duties and the powers of the Comptroller and 
Auditor General (CAG) with respect to audit are as fol¬ 
lows: 

(a) To audit and report on all expenditure out of the 
Consolidated Fund of India and of each Union Territory 
having a legislative assembly as to whether such expendi¬ 
ture has been in accordance with law. 

(b) To audit and report on all expenditure from the 
Contingency Fund and Public Accounts. 

(c) To audit and report on all trading, profit and loss 
accounts etc maintained by any department of the Union 
or the States. 

(d) To audit the receipt and expenditure of all States 
and the Union on assessment, collection and proper al¬ 
location of revenues. 

(e) To audit and report on the Government companies, 
boards, corporations or any such related matters. 

This institution has been incorporated in the Con¬ 
stitution on the basis of Govt of India Act 1935 and has 
been kept out of the executive control to maintain its 
independence as under: 

(a) CAG, though appointed by the President does not 
hold the office only during the pleasure of the President. , 
He has a six-year term or upto (5 years of age whichevsfr . 
is earlier. 
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(b) CAG can only be removed from his office before 
v] his term by the order of both the Houses of Parliament or 
I' by impeachment on "proved misbehaviour" or 
"misconduct". 

i (c) His salary and service conditions are laid down by 
I; ^e Parliament and cannot be changed to his disadvantage 
I ’ during his tenure. 

i , 

I' (d) His salary is non-votable and is equivalent to that 
I . of a Supreme Court Judge. 

i (e) His service condition is equated with the Secretary 
I to the Union Government, with the position of a Supreme 
" Court Judge. 

f ' Q. 11. What were the main reasons for the decision 
I of die British Government to leave India after transfer- 
' ring power to the people of "British India" and "Rulers 
I of Indian States". (Not more than 150 mrds.) 
f (Civil Services (Main) 1980) 

{. Ans. End of the Second World War witnessed a sea- 
I. change in the attitude of the British Government towards 
t. the demand of independence by the Indians. Main 
» reasons were as under; 

(a) The trial of INA prisoners saw the transition of the 
movement into a struggle with the entire nation united in 

f favour of the prisoners. It was a clear danger signal to the 
; Britishers. 

(b) After the war, Britain lost its pre-war dominance in 
; the world affairs. 

(c) The war had shattered Britain, economically as 
well as militarily. 

(d) British soldiers were tired of the long-drawn war 
and wanted to return home. 

i (e) Conservative Party was replaced by the Labour 
; Party in British elections. 

(f) Renewed confidence and determination of the In¬ 
dians after the war, large-scale labour unrest in the depart¬ 
ments of Railways, Post and Telegraphs, peasant 
movements coupled with upsurges, unrest and revolt all 
; over were also important factors responsible. 

Q. 12. Attempt a critical overview of various types of 
anti-poverty programmes at work in India today. (About 
’ 250 words.) 

; (Civil Services (Main) 1986) 

’ Ans. End of the Fifth Five Year Plan witnessed the 
: evolution of a new integrated approach towards anti- 

poverty programmes in the form of Integrated Rural 
Development Programme (IRDP) which is directed at 
identification of rural poor and helping them to acquire an 
income generating asset by providing a soft-loan and 
; subsidy package. Other allied programmes like TRYSEM 
'. are supplemented by JRY, DWACRA and NRY. 

• Notwithstanding launching of above schemes, the 


number of people living below poverty line is still over 
35% of the total population. Meagre per family Investment 
of Rs 6900 upto 1990-91 under the IRDP is an important 
factor which has limited the efficacy of these programmes 
as this much investment cannot increase the family in¬ 
come substantially. Moreover, the targets under IRDP are 
fixed in terms of number of families to be assisted but no 
targets of families crossing the poverty line are fixed. In I 
addition TRYSEM faces the problem of lack of good I 
trainers and very less percentage of trained beneficiaries | 
have been rehabilitated under the scheme. JRY, has been • 
able to generate, at an average, only 15 mandays per 
family which, along with other factors listed above, 
restricts the effectiveness of these programmes. 

Traditionally, rural sector is known to have a slower 
growth rate. To Improve it, special attention needs to be 
paid towards literacy, health care and population control. 
Initially emphasis of the anti-poverty programmes must 
be on wage-employment. Only after the development of 
managerial and entrepreneurial skills the stress should 
shift towards self-employment to make the programme 
more effective. 

Q. 13. In many democratic countries radio and 
television are not under the control of the State. Do you 
think that the same policy should be adopted in India? 
Mention briefly the points in favour and against such a 
step. (Not more than 200 words.) 

(Civil Services (Main) 1990) 

Ans. Among the strongest media today. Radio and 
Television (TV) function under the control of the Govern¬ 
ment since their introduction. But in most of the 
democratic countries these media are kept out of the 
Government control and are allowed to function inde¬ 
pendently. Time is ripe now to adopt the same policy in 
India also. The traditional arguments advanced for 
Government controls are as under; 

(a) Indian masses are not psychologically and educa¬ 
tionally prepared for independent Radio and TV. 

(b) Government must retain some control over the 
news and information to be disseminated to its citizens. 

(c) In view of strong anti-India propaganda let loose 
by Pakistan T.V., complete autonomy cannot be granted. 

(d) Revenue earned by the Government is more. 

(e) Government can keep proper check over the social, 
moral, ethical and secular values. 

But the points in favour of free media are; 

(a) The advent of Cable TV has belied the myth that 
Indian society is not prepared for free ipedia. 

(b) In a democratic set-up people have a right to get 
correct information. 

(c) Literacy hascrmsiderably improved over the years. 
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(d) Revenue earnings may be mote in case of firee 
media. 

(e) When Radio/TV stations of all over the world are 
available, blacking out of information by the Government 
is not desirable. 

Q. 14. (a) A heart patient advised to undergo surgery 
had heard a statement that "every seventh heart opera* 
tlon resulted in fatality". When he went to his surgeon 
he learnt that the surgeon had just completed six sue* 
cessful operations in a row. He refused to become the 
seventh patient. How would you explain the above 
statement to him to allay his fears? 

(b) In a class of 50 students there are 30 boys and 20 
girls. In a test the average marks obtained by the boys 
were computed to be 40 and those by the girls to be 45. 
However, on scrutiny it was found that the marks ob* 
tained by one of the boys were wrongly taken as 30 
instead of 60 and the marks obtained by one of the girls 
were taken as 70 instead of 50. Find out the correct 
average marks for the boys, girls and for the class as a 
whole. 

(Civil Services (Main) 1988) 
Ans. (fl) The statement that "every seventh heart 
operation results in fatality" does not mean that every 
seventh patient on a particular day, after six successful 
operations, would die. It also does not mean that first six 
patients under all circumstances would necessarily sur¬ 
vive. This statement is, in fact, based on the average suc¬ 
cess rate of heart surgeries after counting the number of 
deaths and survivals after the surgery. It is, therefore, a 
statement based on the previous averages and denotes the 
probability of survival during an operation. In other 
words, this statement means that in every heart operation 
a patient will have six chances of survival against one 
chance of death. Hence it is wrong to presume that on a 
particular day if a surgeon has carried out sue successful 
operations in a row, the seventli patient would die. Such 
fears are absolutely unfounded, baseless and illogical. 

Ans. (b) Before the mistake was detected; 

Average marks obtained by the boys = 40 
Total marks obtained by 30 boys = 40 x 30 = 1200 
Average marks obtained by the girls = 45 
Total marks obtained by 20 girls = 45 x 20 = 900 
Total marks obtained by the class = 1200 + 900 = 2100 
After the mistake wws detected: 

Actual total marks obtained by the boys = 1200 + 30 

= 1230 

(In case of one boy 30 less marks were wrongly i 
counted earlier) 

Average marks by 30 boys = 1230 30 = 41 
Actual total marks obtained by the girls = 900 - 20 

= 880 


(In case of one girl 20 more marks were wrongly 
counted earlier) 

Average marks by 20 girls = 880 + 20 = 44 

Total marks obtained by the class = 1230 4- 880 = 2110 '' 

Average marks obtained by the class of 50 = 2110 ■** SO .. 

-42.2 

Ans. (i) Average marks by the boys « 41 
(fi) Average marks by the girls = 44 
(Hi) Average marks by the class - 42.2 i 

Q. 15. The following table shows the percentage . 
distribution of total income of males in a country. 

Income in Rupees Percentage of Maries 


Below—100 

17.3 

100—199 

11.6 

200—299 

12.4 

300—399 

14.5 

400—499 

15.8 

500—599 

12.0 

600-699 

12.7 

700 and above 

3.7 


(a) What percentage of males earned Rs 400 and 

above? v 

(b) What percentage of males earned at least Rs 300, 
but less than Rs 500? 


(Civil Services (Main) 1987) 
Ans. Before replying the above question we have to 


prepare the cumulative frequency 
under: 

of the percentagei oa 

Income in Rupees 

Percentage of 
males 

Cumulative 
Frequency of 
%age 

Below—100 

17.3 

17.3 i 

100—199 

11.6 

28,9 

200—299 

12.4 

41.3 

300-399 

14.5 

55.8 

400-499 

15.8 

71.6 

500—599 

12.0 

83.6 

600-699 

12.7 

96.3 

700 and above 

3.7 

100.0 


(a) Percentage of males that earned Rs 400 and above 
are 100 - 55.8 = 44.2%. 


(Explanation: Out of all males 55.8% as per cumulative 
frequency above, have earned upto Rs 399. Hence to cal¬ 
culate the number of males earning more than Rs 400, . 
55.8% has to be deducted out of 100%.) 

(b) Percentage of males earned at least Rs 300 but less 
than Rs 500 = 71.6 - 41.3 = 30.3%. 

(Explanation: Total percentage of males earning upto ; 
Rs 499 is 71.6% as p>er the cumulative frequency and 
percentage of males earning upto Rs 299 is 41.3%. The ;; 
difference of two will give the percentage of males earning 
at least Rs 3000 but less than Rs 500.) 

v'' 

■ , C '. 
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CAREER 




r. 


STATE CIVIL SERVICES 


j In the November 1992 issue of 

f "The Competition Master" details 
; about the Civil Services as a career 
f were given. This feature on careers 
. also included the details about the 
; Civil Services Examination. Again in 
} September 1993 issue, guidelines to 
^ prepare for the civil services ex- 
\ amination were made available to the 

; I readers. Yet another opening to the 
administrative services in Govern¬ 
ment is in the form of State Civil Ser¬ 
vices (SCS) also known as Provincial 
Civil &rvices (PCS). 

Every State Public Service Com¬ 
mission carries out a competitive ex- 
^ amination usually every year for 
recruitment to the State Civil Ser- 
; vices. The categories of services to 
which candidates are selected 
through the SCS examination are as 
under: 

(a) State Civil Services, Class-I 
(SCS). 

(b) State Police Service, Class-I 
(SPS). 

(c) Block Development Officer. 

(d) Tehsildar/Talukadar/Asstt Col¬ 
lector. 

(c) Excise and Taxation Officer. 

Distt Employment Officer. 

(g) Distt Treasury Officer. 

(h) Distt Welfare Officer. 

^ (i) Asstt Registrar Cooperative 

, Societies. 

(/) Distt Food and Supplies Con¬ 
troller/Officer. 

(it) Any other Class-l/Class-II ser¬ 
vice notified as per rules by the 
concerned State. 

All the above services offer excel¬ 
lent avenues in the middle level ad¬ 
ministration. After putting in a 
, certain number of years in the State 
service, the officers of SCS and SPS 
may expect to be nominated to the 
IAS and DPS respectively, with some 
ante-date seniority. In the SCS, the of- 
« 
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ficers get posted as Sub-Divisional 
Magistrates/Deputy Collectors, 
Land Acquisition Collectors, Addi¬ 
tional District Magistrates, Municipal 
Administrators, Under / Deputy 
Joint Secretaries, Deputy /Joint /Ad¬ 
ditional Directors or Assistant Com¬ 
missioners in the State 
administration. Similarly, SPS of¬ 
ficers are appointed as Deputy/Ad¬ 
ditional Superintendents of Police. 
One major advantage these services 
has is that one may expect to remain 
within that particular States and gain 
valuable experience before getting 
nominated to the lAS/lPS. This 
enables these officers to excel in their 
higher postings. A candidate joining 
SCS/S1% at a favourable age may ex¬ 
pect to reach the level of the Secretary 
or DIG Police. However, the promo¬ 
tional avenues vary from State to 
State. Moreover, these services have 
built-in higher scales like senior and 
selection scale before getting into the 
lAS/WS. 

Most of the other posts 
enumerated above are class-II ser¬ 
vices and have their promotional 
avenues through the SCS class-I and 
the officers may subsequently get 
nominated to the IAS before retire¬ 
ment. 

Most of the openings in the State 
Civil Services are executive in nature 
and the officers in these services are 
directly responsible for implement¬ 
ing all schemes, plans and program¬ 
mes of the Government. The mental 
satisfaction of being at the centre- 
stage of implementing the Govern¬ 
ment policies is the hallmark of this 
career. 

THE EXAMINATION 

The examination for State civil 
services is conducted by the State, 
Public Service Commission coor 
cemed. The number of vacancies is 


dependent on die requisition by the 
Government which varies every year. 
The number of vacancies is also de¬ 
pendent on several odier factors like 
promotions, retirements and expan¬ 
sion of cadre in a particular year in 
the concerned State. 

(a) Eligibility: All graduates are 
eligible to take this examination. 
Miiumum age required is 21 years 
but the upper age limit may range 
between 28 to 35 years, varying from 
State to State. The State Governments 
usually allow relaxation in upper age 
limit to the" scheduled cas¬ 
tes/scheduled Tribes, Ex-Ser¬ 
vicemen, physically handicapped 
and the employees of the State 
Government. Some vacancies are 
reserved for various other categories 
which differ from State to State. 

The examination is conducted'as 
an all-India competition but during 
the interview it is desirable for the 
candidates to know the language, 
culture, customs etc of the concerned 
State. The number of vacancies being 
limited, the examination offers a - 
tough competition to the aspirants ; 
and only the candidates with 
thorough preparations may expect to 
be successful. 

(b) Scheme of Examination: The 
pattern of ffiis examination is similar 
to dte civil services examination con¬ 
ducted by the UPSC. Most of the big¬ 
ger States follow the practice of 
holding a preliminary examination to 
short-list the candidates. PreUminaiy 
examination is almost on the lines of 
preliminaiy examination for the civil 
services examiiuition conducted by 
the UPSQ,>yith the exception .ffutt a 
few.questioiu ma^ be asked about 
the cushmi,. traditions, plara^Jfig and 
probIeffra.of the State conc^l^. The 
smaller States vrith relativ^y, lesser 
number of vacancies and leseer can- 




didates may skip the preliminary ex> 
amination. The Centres for examina¬ 
tion are determined by tite concerned 
public service commission consider¬ 
ing the geographical area of foe State 
and foe number of candidates taking 
the examination. 

Preliminary ecamination is fol¬ 
lowed by the main examination 
(Smaller States usually go in for main 
examination straightaway). Most of 
the States have adopted foe syllabi 
and pattern of the Civil Services ex¬ 
amination. The only difference usual¬ 
ly is that the language papers i.e. 
English and regional language 
papers are full-fledged papers and 
marks obtained in these subjects are 
also included for preparing the hnal 
merit list. Moreover, in the General 
Studies paper some questions on 
.socio-economic conditions, planning, 
customs, culture etc of the particular 
State may also appear. 

The details regarding optional 
subject for preliminary and m^n ex¬ 
amination are given in the instruc¬ 
tions for the examination given 
alongwifo the application form. The 
readers may refer to the Career's fea¬ 
ture in November 1992 issue of 'The 
Competition Master' in which details 
of compulsory subjects for Civil Ser¬ 
vices examination are given. The can¬ 
didates may also refer to the 
question-papers of the previous few 
years which will normally clarify foe 
trend of the questions. 

(c) Personal Interview: Main ex¬ 
amination is followed by personal in¬ 
terview. In proportion to foe number 
of vacancies, the candidates are 
called to appear before an interview 
board. The conqsetition being very 
keen, foe interview conducted by the 
State public service commissions as¬ 
sumes significance. The purpose of 
the interview is to' judge the 
suitability of foe candidates for the 
State dinl services. On foe basis of the 
marks cbtained in foe main examina¬ 
tion as Well as the intefVi^w, ‘a'final 
merit is prepared' wd' 'ttW can¬ 
didates hte declared successful bn foe 
basis of ^eir rank and choice of ser¬ 
vice, aft^'pioviding for reservations. 


HOW TO PREPARE 

Since foe pattern, sul^ects and 
syllabi of foe State civil service ex¬ 
amination and the civil service ex¬ 
amination conducted by foe UPSC 
are almost same, it is recommended 
that the candidates must appear for 
both these examinations simul¬ 
taneously. Only minor changes in the 
preparations would be required. 
The State public service commis¬ 
sions usually try to ensure that the 
dates of examination do not clash 
with those of the civil services ex¬ 
amination. 

There are several academies/in¬ 
stitutions which offer guidance and 
coaching facilities to the interested 
candidates. While it is advisable to 
get some guidance, the candidates 
must be very selective while choos¬ 
ing an academy for this purpose. For¬ 
malised coaching suffers from one 
big drawback—same standards are 
fixed by the academy for all can¬ 
didates and no attention is paid to the 
existing level of preparedness of a 
particular candidate. Hence, self 
study has the advantage of proper 
planning for foe distribution of time 
among various subjects as per one's 
level of preparation in each subject. 
For preparing, the books on optional 
as well as compulsory subjects must 
be chosen with great caution. It is 
recommended that the successful 
candidates of the previous years 
should be contacted and details 
about the books for optionals are ob¬ 
tained from them. The candidates 
must also see for themselves that the 
prescribed syllabus is also covered by 
the books they wish to coitsult. Even 
while choosing optionals one should 
be careful and the subjects already 
read should be preferred. If a new 
subject is required to be chosen as 
optional, subject like Sociology, 
Psychology, Anthropology, History 
and Public Administration are foe 
ones whidr can easily be prepared 
Wifoout any previous background. 
Of covirse foe foud selection would 
depend on erne's aptitude for a par¬ 


ticular subject. 

Special attentiem needs to be paid 
to the compulsoides, particularly 
General Studies and inglidh. Fcmt 
G erteral Studies special preparations 
are required particularly for making 
preparations for foe "State-specifk" 
questions as no readymade material 
is normally available. Special efforts 
are required to procure and compile 
this part of General Studies. For rest 
of the contents, a standard General 
Knowledge Refresher, supplemented 
by the year book publi^ed by foe 
Ministry of Infonnation and Broad¬ 
casting, regular study of '"Ihe Com¬ 
petition Master" (including previous 
issues for at least one-year), a good 
national as well as regional 
newspaper. Economic Survey, Plan 
Document, Economic Review/Sur¬ 
vey of the State concerned etc are 
some of foe essential aids. In addi¬ 
tion, a good introductory bocJc on 
Modem History and a good intro¬ 
ductory book on Indian Constitution 
may also prove to be useful. 

Once all foe above material and 
standard books are arranged, the can¬ 
didates must start preparing 
thoroughly. In-depfo studies would 
not only help in the written examina¬ 
tion, but will also add to foe self«»i- 
fidence of foe candidate during the 
personal interview. Since there is 
no substitute to hard work and 
studies, a well-prepared can¬ 
didate may find his/her name in 
the final merit list. 

ADDITIONAL 

INFORMATION 

Further information about the 
subjects, syllabus csitres of examina¬ 
tion etc are given in foe advertise¬ 
ment and in foe "instructions" for the 
candidates. In some States the ex¬ 
amination is not conducted every 
year. In such States foe candidates 
may have to remain prepared for 
longer durations and to grab the 
opportunity when it comes their 
way. 
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Descriptive Questions 


Allowance to educated 
unemployed 

Q. Educated unemployed 
should be given unemployment al> 
lowance as per their qualifications. 
Give two arguments in favour and 
two arguments against the above 
statement. 

Arguments in favour of the 
statement 

1. Having undergone the rigours 
of education-cum-examinations in 
liberal as well as professional 
streams, the educated unemployed 
deserve a fair deal as far as their 
aspirations and ambitions are con* 
cerned. To adopt casual attitude 
towards them would tontamount to 
deserting them in the lurch at the 
most critical hour of their lives. 
Recent history, specially the tragic 
events in Punjab and J & K, have 
shown that the educated un¬ 
employed can become a ready-made 
fodder in die hands of anti-national 
forces. One of the most potent and 
plausible causes of militancy, 
anywhere in the country, has been the 
growing frustration and alienation of 
the educated unemployed. There¬ 
fore, a little sop in the form of un¬ 
employment allowance is not a 
favour but a much needed healing 
touch. 

2. Even parents expect their edu- 
cated sons/daughters to become 
economically self-supporting after 
they have completed their education. 
Most parents can ill-afford to support 
diem any further. Thus in order to 
take out the sting of depression 
among the educated unemployed on 
the one hand and the daily subdued 
remarks of the expectant parents on 
the other, it is highly desirable that 
the educated unemployed are given 
some allowance as per their educa¬ 
tional qualifications. Such a gesture 
on the part of the State/Central 
government would be highly timely 


as well as rational. 

Arguments against the statement 

1. Who can refute the hard fact 
that in a country like India the edu¬ 
cated unemployed have been a 
pampered lot. They have already 
consumed a big chunk of the cake 
meant for giving education to all, 
especially education at the primary 
stage. There should be no doubt 
whatsoever that higher education in 
India takes away a major part of the 
allocations that the State/Central 
governments make in their annual 
budgets. .And if. even after getting the 
most favoured Iroiitment at the hand.s 
of the society, the educated remain 
unemployed, there is no justification 
to appease them by giving a further 
dose of educated unemployment al¬ 
lowance. 

2. At a time when the emphasis is 
on 'resource mobilisation' and 
avoidance of 'unproductive 
expenditure' at all levels of ad¬ 
ministration, it is a mockery and 
hypocrisy of our intentions if we 
single out an 'elite' group for a spe¬ 
cial treatment. Instead, this money 
should be used to create employment 
avenues/opportunitics so that the 
educated employed are able to fend 
for themselves rather than becoming 
drones or passive collectors of an al¬ 
lowance, which is demeaning as well 
as degrading in nature. 

Conservation of forest 
cover 

Q. Suggest three effective 
measures to conserve the forest 
cover in India. Explain how the 
measures being suggested by you 
would be helpful. 

Ans. If we really feel aiamied at 
the annual loss of forest cover (nearly 
47000 hectares) and are determined 
now to stem the rot or to prevent any 
further depiction of forest cover, we 
shall have to adopt a two-pronged 
strategy—preventive as well as 


promotional in concept and conser¬ 
vation—so that the environmental 
catastrophe, that is knocking at the 
door, may averted in the years to 
come. In order to consent the forest 
cover in India, which the latest satel¬ 
lite, imagery has shown as twenty 
per cent of the geographical area of 
the country, the following measures 
can prove effective and enduring: 

1. Encroachment of forest land, 
by the meek as well as the mighty, 
should be made a criminal offence 
under the National Conservation of 
Forest Cover Act. No alibi should be 
allowed to interfere with the due 
process of law and wherever and 
whosoever tries to usurp the forest 
iand, with or without the connivance 
of the forest department, should be 
shown no mercy. Government agen¬ 
cies responsible for the preserva¬ 
tion/conservation of forests and 
forest lands will have to be gal¬ 
vanised because wherever derelic¬ 
tion of duty has crept into the 
administration the results have been 
disastrous. 

2. Population control and proper 
management of forests are the prime 
need of the hour. It goes without 
saying'that the loss of habitat (forest 
cover) is primarily due to increasing 
pressure on land by humans, whose 
population has been spiralling up¬ 
wards at an alarming rate. Therefore, 
the root cause of most of our 
problems is the ascending order of 
our population graph which needs to 
be stabilised at the present level. 
Other aberrations, like rapid in¬ 
dustrialisation, conversion of forests 
into agricultural lands and building 
up of open scrub lands, etc. will have 
to be corrected. 

3. Whenever surplus land is 
given to the landless, under the 
various Land Reforms Acts, i^ should 
be made obligatory on the part of the 
recipient to reserve a part of die land 
for plantation of tre^. Felling of trees 
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illegally and transporting them in a 
clandestine manner should mean 
severe punishment. Special Courts 
should be constituted to try the of¬ 
fenders under the various provisions 
of the National Conservation of 
Forest Cover Act. Since most of the 
forest wood Is either used as fuel or as 
building material, efforts will have to 
be undertaken to find out substitutes 
on commercially viable basis. Like 
social forestry, which ensures growth 
of forests as well as regular means of 
livelihood, other improvements in 
forest management can be the estab¬ 
lishment of good seed nurseries, thin¬ 
ning and cleaning of forests, for 
which local people, mainly the 
women, can play a key role. 

No Work, No Pay 

Q. Some people feel 'No Work, 
No Pay' should be the policy 
adopted for the employees going on 
strike. Give your views on the above 
statement. Substantiate your views 
by giving instances, examples from 
your own experience, reading and 
knowledge. 

Ans. Ever since the principle of 
'No Work, No Pay' was enforced by 
the erstwhile H.P. Government, on a 
striking section of its employees, the 
issue has raised more heat than light. 
Opinion among trade unions, politi¬ 
cal parties. State governments and in¬ 
dividuals have remained sharply 
divided. On a contentious issue like 
this, parties and individuals express 
their opinions more out of compul¬ 
sion than out of conviction or public 
interest at large. Despite pleas for 
compassion for those employees who 
have been adversely affected by the 
government decision and an equal 
weight of pressures exerted on 
'powers that be' for reversal of the 
punitive orders, the confusion has be 
come more confounded. There is no 
denying the fact that no government 
or organisation worth-its salt can 
carry on its legitimate activities if its 
writ does not run on its own 
employees. In a bewildering situa¬ 
tion where employees resort to agita¬ 
tional methods on one pretext or 
another and hold the entire society to 
ransom, it. is in the fitness of things to I 


cry a halt to such recurring pressure 
tactics. Unless the autiiorities show 
their teeth to the ever erring 
employees, the chances of keeping 
the wheels of administration on 
proper tracks are remote. 

Since it takes two to make a quar¬ 
rel or conflict, it is not proper to lay 
the entire blame at the doors of 
employees only. Sometimes, for 
reasons beyond their control or 
people's comprehension, govern¬ 
ments adopt rigid and dictatorial at¬ 
titude towards their employees and 
thus force 'strike' on them. It has been 
observed that the most common 
causes for constant irritation among 
employees have been glaring dis¬ 
parities and anomalies in emolu¬ 
ments of the same category between 
two State government employees, 
lack of promotional avenues et al If 
matters are sorted out in time, the 
precipitate action of 'going on strike' 
may not arise at all. In such cir¬ 
cumstances, where employees feel 
being let down or betrayed, the ques¬ 
tion of enforcing the rule of 'No 
Work, No Pay' shall not hold water, if 
employees go on a strike as the last 
weapon in their armoury. 

In the absence of a National 
Policy on 'Work and Wages' and ac- 
tivisation of Redressal Committees at 
State levels, for quick and just redres¬ 
sal of their grievances, the po"?- 
sibilities of confrontation between 
the government and its employees 
are always alive. If some people feel 
that no pay be paid to tlie employees 
for the strike period, they should also 
appreciate the hard fact that no 
employee joins a strike for fun or 
frolic. 

If it is established by an impartial 
authority that toe 'strike call' was to¬ 
tally uncalled for or was resorted to 
for some ulterior motives, the 
government/organisation is fully 
within its rights to strictly enforce the 
principle of 'No Work, No Pay'. 

Disappearance of night 

Q. If there is no night on toe 
earth. Give three possible conse¬ 
quences if such a thing happens. 

Ans. When the phenomenon of 


nigfit disappears kom toe svirfece of 
the earth, the entire pattern of life ; 
(human, animal and plant) would w- , 
detgo a sea-dumge, the like of which 
may not have tal^ place ei^hete . 
and anytime in the annals of Cosmos. 
With only day light scatteied in itouiir ' S 
dance all nsund, doikness will have to 
be created at an enormous coetfori^ 
clal purposes and particular occesioni. i 

No oouot it will take a herculean effoit : 
tobringaboutartifidaldarknesafortoe y 
tired body to rest and Bleep, since it has 
been so used to sleeping during ni^t 
only. 

In the initial stages of night 
vanishing or going out of mah's ex¬ 
perience, it may mean an uphill task ' >■'. 
lor human instincts and impulses, 
feelings and fantasies, aspirations 
and achievements, to name a few, to 
adjust themselves with the changed 
scenario. Accustomed to a set postore 
of life, where night follows day and 
vice versa, the abrupt disappearance 
of night from the planet earth may ^ 
send chilling signals down the 
spine. Such a dreadful development 
will prove highly irksome tor toe 
physical, emotional, artistic and 
spiritual make-up of human . 
psyche. Possibly the new situation 
may get on human nerves beyond 
endurance and cast an inimical im- 
pact on his creative sensibilities and. 
sensitivities. In the total absence of ' 
stars, moon and galaxies of heaven¬ 
ly bodies, which are visible only 
during the night, all artistic im¬ 
agery and association with these 
celestial splendours would go out 
of everybody's existence. 

With the decimation of night 
from the earth, demand for electricity 
will considerably go down. Since 
there will be no ni^t, the glamour 
and glitter of sky-scrapers, lanes, 
broad ways, markets, parks and 
public places et al would lose much of 
their charm. Most of toe black deeds 
committed during toe darkness of the 
night, may have to be committed 
during the day under the full glare or 
within hearing distance of people 
and police. If that starts happening, 
living would become a 'nightmare' 
indeed! 

t 
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Argumentative Questions 
Sociai and Economic Probiems 


Coup by anny improbable 

Q. "Even though political 
crises of one type or another occur 
frequently in India, a coup by the 
military forces is highly im¬ 
probable; nor is domination by such 
forces (as has so frequently been 
witnessed in Pakistan) likely in this 
country." Give arguments For and 
Against this optimistic assessment of 
the situation in India. 

Ans. In neighbouring Pakistan, 
and also in some Middle tot, African 
and Latin American countries, some 
military commanders have become dic¬ 
tators and have ousted the civilian 
regimes for years together. Since the at¬ 
tainment of freedom, India has witnessed 
several major crises because of the failure 
of political leaders and the breakdown of 
the elaborate structure established by the 
country's sagaewtts leaders who drew up, 
after prolonged deliberations, a com¬ 
prehensive Constitution, Undeniably, 
the crises eroded the common man's faith 
in the political set-up. Amidst such dis¬ 
concerting situations many people 
started thinking in terms of a military 
take-over as the best way out of the seem¬ 
ingly irremediable muddle. Since the 
country urgently needed discipline, it 
was thought, the army — veritable sym¬ 
bol of order and discipline—could readily 
transform the scene. Fortunately, none of 
our military commanders have har¬ 
boured or ever seriously discussed any 
plan for military intervention. Is tlusre 
any prospect of an army take-over in 
India? 

Arguments For the view 

1. The tradition of domination 
by civilians is so well entrenched in 
India that a military coup niay be 
safely ruled out. Indian army person¬ 
nel are after all a part of ourselves and 
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they are fully familiar with, and 
respect, the sentiments and wishes of 
the people. 

2. Democracy and democratic 
traditions are so deeply rooted in our 
country that even a civilian dictator¬ 
ship has not been envisaged as a way 
out of the mess created by our 
politicians, including the highly 
vocal but indisciplined legislators. A 
military dictatorship is unthinkable 
in the circumstances. 

3. Largely because of the infant 
democracy in Pakistan, the army 
commanders there recently gave an 
ultimatum to the quarrelling 
politicians, notably the President and 
the Prime Minister, to settle their cold 
war without delay, otherwise the 
army would intervene and take over 
the administration in public interest. 
Such a challenge will not materialise 
in India. Even when Giani Zail Singh, 
the then President of India, had sharp 
differences with the then Prime Min¬ 
ister, Mr Rajiv Gandhi on a vital issue, 
and active intervention by the Presi¬ 
dent through dismissal of Mr Rajiv 
Gandhi was reportedly being 
thought of, at any rate for some time, 
no attempt was made, or even 
thought of, by the Indian Chief of the 
Army Staff and the Naval com¬ 
mander to join hands and do what 
their counterparts in Pakistan had 
been doing for years on end. 
General Zia ruled Pakistan for over 
a decade, brushed aside'the civil 
regime and rejected all demands for 
free and fair elections. In 
Bangladesh also, military Generals 
have often been in overall control. 
Such developments are unthinkable 
in the Indian context. 

4. The Indian Army is fully in¬ 


tegrated and is heterogeneous in 
character. It is fully representative. 
No particular faction or sect 
dominates the military structure. All 
the soldiers, airmen and naval per¬ 
sonnel are basically nationlist in out¬ 
look and have, like the civilians, 
patiently suffered the mess brought 
about by inefficient, corrupt and 
dishonest civilians. They have sel¬ 
dom displayed feelings of unrest or 
made vocal protests. Control by the 
army has not been considered despite 
the recurring misrule and bungling 
by the politicians. 

Arguments Against the view 

1. Complacency about the pos¬ 
sible role of the army would be 
dangerous because when the limits of 
maladministartion are reached and 
the army men's patience is exhausted 
the commanders might think it ad¬ 
visable to intervene, mend matters 
and teach a lesson to the bungling 
civilians, at least for some time. 

2. In recent years the Indian 
army has been summoned several 
times by the civilian rulers to restore 
order and protect the people from ter¬ 
rorists and other disorderly elements. 
So the military personnel have ex¬ 
perience of the conditions prevailing 
in the country and the recurring 
situations Btat demand army inter¬ 
vention. In cases of natural disasters 
and for providing speedy relief to the 
suB^eieis the services of tite army are 
requisitioned. By responding to civil 
governments' calls, arm)nmen have a 
taste of power. 

3. The morale of the armed for¬ 
ces has lately be^ declining. It is the 
lesson bf hiitbry that when such 
decline fomains undiecked'because 
of the dWUans' persistent ^Biilure to 



ensure fovouiable conditions pf ser¬ 
vice to military personnel, anything 
mi^t happen in an emergency, bt a 
mismanaged country, emergencies 
can arise at any time. So it would be 
dangerous to take the army for 
granted all the time. There is increas¬ 
ing awareness among defence per- 
soimel of the prevailhtg social and 
political conditions. 

4. Army commanders in India 
are true patriots but they are not an¬ 
gels. They may feel compelled by a 
combination of adverse factors to 
step in and seize the reins of ad¬ 
ministration. 

Sadhus in Politics 

Q. "The entry of sadhus in the 
political arena is not desirable from 
the standpoint of the Indian polity 
nor is it in the interest of religious 
men themselves." Give arguments 
For and Against this view. 

Ans. In recent months there have 
been several cases of sadhus in saffron 
apparel entering politics in a bid to make 
their mark. Thm are a few such persons, 
both men and women in the Loi: Sabha; 
they have been, elected with large 
majorities from constituencies where 
th^ Juwe considerable influence. Cases 
are known of politicians patronising 
religious men and consultmg them on 
various occasions such as stuearing-in of 
ministers, performance of important 
ceremonies and choosing the auspicious 
time for national and foreign tours. 
Religious men have also formed or¬ 
ganisations which "have arranged 
"sammelans" and conferences. What role 
are they likely to play in the present 
political situation and in the years to 
come? Opinions differ on this issue. 

Arguments For the view 

1. Sadhus and other persons 
who have renounced the world and 
taken "sanyas" have no place in 
politics which is an altogether dif¬ 
ferent arena of activity. While the 
politics of today ttecess^y leads to 
underhand activity, ..unethical 
manoeuvres, deception apd corrup¬ 
tion, true, religion dc^ . not. permit 
such arsons a^ policies. So the new 


entrants will find themselves out of 
place. 

2. In many respects religion and 
politics are contradictory concepts. 
The belief of some spokesmen of sad¬ 
hus tiiat tiiey can purify politics and 
help greatly in eliminating the un¬ 
ethical practices is unwarranted. Men 
and women of religion wearing saf¬ 
fron as tiieir hallmark have nowhere 
been able to make people trutiiful, 
honest and free from deceptive tac¬ 
tics. At best their impact is short and 
improvise. 

3. Religion postulates spiritual 
quests, but politicians seldom pursue 
spiritualism which they tend to 
regard as a hindrance in the attain¬ 
ment of their distinctly materialistic 
goals. While the goal of the sadhus is 
attainment of salvation, the aim of 
most politicians is to make money 
and promote their own and their 
families' welfare. Religion stresses 
selflessness while political activity, 
by its very nature, is motivated by 
utter selfishness. 

4. If the sadhus start playing 
politics instead of confining them¬ 
selves to the pursuit of spiritual 
goals, they would get a bad name, 
for politicians are a badly tainted 
lot. The masses of India are basical¬ 
ly religious-minded. Men and 
women have implicit faith in 
religious preachers, gurus and 
spokesmen of various faiths. The 
people worship in temples, 
mosques and churches in search of 
the Almighty and to seek His bless¬ 
ings and salvation. But the resf>ect 
which saints and sadhus widely 
command at present will be sadly 
eroded if these people become 
politicians. Sadhus and saints will 
no longer be regarded as dignitaries 
deserving the fullest respect; in¬ 
stead they will gradually become a 
part of the wily political class which 
is seldom trusted or admired. Some 
of the so-called godmen have al¬ 
ready become notorious for acquir¬ 
ing wealth and becoming totally 
materialistic. They bring no credit 
to their fraternity. 


Aigumenls liw view 

1. In India, sadhus claim, witit; 
ample justiHcation, that diey have id- 
ways nded sodefy, Our politics is fast \. 
becoming unetiucid and is associated. 
with falsehood, corruption of all. ^ 
types, deceptive practices and ' /,- 
downright nepotism. Since tiiev - 
present-^y politicians' disclaimers 
have lost credibility, the sadhus alone 
can help purify the atmosphere and ; 
cleanse the poUty. 

2. India is a land of spiritualism 
and of high moral values. Our saints 
and sages, such as Guru Nanak, 
Swami Vivekananda and a host at 
others have, tiuough their sermons,; 
brought about a revolutionary ' 
change in the people's outlook and 
actions. Even granting that the sad-' 'i 
hus of today do not command tite, 
influence and prestige of the sainte Of 
yesterday, ti»e fact remains that they 
are widely respected and attentively 
listened to. They alone can help bring 
about a radical change in the gotecal 
approach and day-t^ay policies of 
politicians and their minions. No¬ 
body else, least of ail tiie laws passed 

by Parliament. 

3. The virtues of renunciation 

and of devotion to truth and honesty 
can be taught by precept and ex¬ 
ample; in respect of both the sadhus . 
have an advantage over others who 
give advice and counsel. Mahatma 
Gandhi was not a sadhu in apparel, 
but he was a unique example of 
honesty, simplicity and search for 
truth. Men like him can certainly en¬ 
sure a sea change in tihe daily conduct , 

and the policies pursued by the 
politicians. Of course, politicisation ^ 
of the ascetic must be avoided but 
asceticism certainly needs to be incul¬ 
cated among the politicians dP today. '. 
The preachings of sadhus may not 
make concrete impact in the begin¬ 
ning because the social and political 
evils are now deep-rooted, but in due ^ 
course wholesome reforms will al¬ 
most certainly be brought about. , 

4. The sadhus and other > 
preachers plead for morality, which is . 

' ' ''ll 
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synonymous with ethics. What is 
merely expedient cannot be moral, 
just as what is right and just and 
designed to promote the social 
good, cannot be immoral. If the ser¬ 
mons of sadhus help even to some 
extent in developing a sense of 
morality among the erring 
pollticions instead of expediency, 
which is so common. The nation 
would be the gainer. Observance of 
morals tends to ensure the estab¬ 
lishment of a pound, healthy and 
just society, which is our goal. 

"Windfall for MPs 

Q. "The Central Government's 
decision to allot Rs 1 crore to each 
MP for development work in his 
constituency is unwarranted and 
implies misuse of the taxpayer's 
money." Do you accept this view? 
Give arguments For and Against it. 

Ans. Perhaps for the first time in 
recent years, each MP will, according 
to the Centre's decision, be paid Rs 7 
crore as a lump sunt to enable him to 
facilitate the development of his or her 
constituency. The proposal teas first 
mooted in Parliament in January, 
1990. Thanks to the consistent follow¬ 
up by an MP, the suggestion has now 
been given the final shape and an an¬ 
nouncement to this effect loas made at 
a meeting of the Congress Parliamen¬ 
tary Party held on the eve of the mon¬ 
soon session of Parliament in which a 
debate on the no-confidence motion 
against the Narasimha Rao Govern¬ 
ment urns due for discussion. This fact 
itself imparts a political colour to the 
proposal. Since a large sum of Rs 800 
crore is involved (the total number of 
MPs of both the Lok Sabha and the 
Rajya Sabha is about 800), the decision 
has rightly attracted wide attention. 
The question has been asked: what is the 
need or urgency of turning all MPs 
"crorepatis" in this manner? Wlmt is 
the guarantee that the money will in¬ 
deed be spent on specific development 
projects and not wasted or utilised to 
benefit some favourites or on areas 
where the concerned MP wishes to en¬ 
sure political support in the next elec¬ 


tion. 

Arguments For the view 

1. The windfall to MPs is noth¬ 
ing short of political largesse. Al¬ 
though the money will be given to 
MPs without any distinction of the 
party label, it seems to be essential¬ 
ly a Congress gesture designed to 
win more political support and help 
build up vote banks just when elec¬ 
tions are due in four former BJP- 
governed States with the possibility 
of a general election after a few 
months. The M.P.s are already a 
highly pampered lot and get 
several allowances including a con¬ 
stituency allowance. 

2. A special favour is being 
shown to the constituencies of MPs 
because the projects to be financed 
will presumably be those which are 
selected by the legislator. As is well 
known, numerous development 
plans have been pending for years for 
lack of finances. The preferential 
treatment to certain areas for political 
reasons would be unwarranted and 
cause resentment among people 
living elsewhere whose needs are 
more urgent. 

3. Preparation and execution of 
development projects is essentially a 
task of the Executive, not of the legis¬ 
lature. Active intervention of the MPs 
would mean encroachment of the 
legislature on the sphere of the Ex¬ 
ecutive. This might lead to frequent 
conflicts and hence cause delays in 
implementation of projects. 

4. The proposed placement of 
Rs 1 crore at the disposal of Rajya 
Sabha members as well is par¬ 
ticularly inadvisable because they 
have no specific constituency to 
look after. They are indirectly 
elected by legislators (MLAs). On 
what projects will they spend this 
windfall? 

5. There is bound to be much 
waste of precious money. The late 
Prime Minister, Mr Rajiv Gandhi, 
himself conceded that as much as 
85 per cent of a grant or fund does 
not reach the intended 


beneficiaries but just disappears, 
thanks to the contractors and other 
middlemen. 

Arguments Against the view 

1. Active supervision of the ex¬ 
penditure on development projects 
by MPs would mean effective control 
over such work and conferment of 
the benefits on the really needy 
people. This would be in the inter¬ 
est of the MPs concernejl and all 
others. 

2. The scheme of giving such 
amounts to legislators has been tried 
with success in Maharashtra where 
each MLA was given Rs 30 lakh or so 
for the same purpose. So the new 
proposal is mere extension of the 
scheme to the Centre and we should 
expect positive results. 

3. The amount of Rs 800 crore is 
only 0.3 per cent bf the country's total 
budget of Rs 266,742 crore. Should 
not the MPs be allowed to promote 
the welfare of people and areas 
which may have remained neglected 
for one reason or other? Moreover, 
the final decision will depend on well 
recognised and closely studied needs 
of the local people, not on the whims 
and fancies of the MP concerned. He 
would be expected to make sugges¬ 
tions, that is all. 

4. The Government would call 
for tenders and experienced hands 
will execute the work. The assets 
thus developed will belong to the 
Government and will not Isecome 
the private property of any in¬ 
dividual or group. 

5. The scheme will virtually 
compel MPs to establish close con¬ 
tacts with the people. At present 
most of them remain confined to 
New Delhi or at best pay visits to 
the trouble-spots in the country and 
areas affected by natural disasters 
such as floods and drought. It 
would also be good if many projects 
are covered and i^no single project 
costs more than Rs 5 lakh. This 
would ensure benefits to a large 
number of people. 
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Notes on Current Affairs 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS 

BILLS ♦ 

BJP’S MONBY-MISINQ DRIVE ♦ EC'S POWERS NOT UN¬ 
BRIDLED ♦ BORDER TERRORISM MENACE ♦ JOB QUOTA 
IMPLEMENTATION ♦ SMDAR 8AROVAR CONTROVERSY ♦ 
GRAVE SITUATION IN MMIIPUR * RAJYA SA»iA BIENNIAL 
POLL ♦ QHI8INQ-CPM TRUCE ♦ INDENRTY MRDS MUST 
FOR VOTING ♦ EXTRADITION TREATIES BILL ♦ NEW TURN 
TO CRYOGENIC ISSUE ♦ ARMY ROLE IN INTERNM. SECURITY 
♦ S.P.-LEFTM1IANCE PROBABLE ♦ 

India-China Agreement 

T he relations between India and China took a new and 
wholly welcome turn on September 7 when the two 
countries' representatives signed several agreements, the 
most notable being the ones on respecting the Line of 
Actual Control (LAC) and establishing a sub-group of the 
Joint Working Group (JWG) on the boundary question. 
Both countries have agreed to reduce forces along the 
border. 

The agreements, signed during Prime Minister 
Narasimha Rao's four-day visit to Beijing (Sept 6 to 9} and 
in the presence of Premier Li Peng, will consolidate peace 
and tranquillity on the border in real terms, Ihou^ dte 
final pact on the border has yet to be negotiated. Thus the 
understanding reached on September 7 is a notable first 
step towards an ultimate solution of die long-pending 
border issue. 

The accord is certainly a landmark in the relations 
between New Delhi and Bdjing. It will strengthen India's 
capacity to exercise its options in respect of defence and 
security. 

The two sides have reiterated their commitment to 
resolve the boundary question through consultations. 
Neither side will use force, or threaten the use of force, 
against the other. The mpective positions of the two 
countries remain unaffected. 

The other agreements signed by the two countries 
include a protocol on extending the border trade by open¬ 
ing a channel at Shipki Pass on the Tibet border, coo^ra- 
tion in environmental protection and exchange of radio 
and TV programmes. < 

.Some problems remain unsolved, such as Ubet and 
recognition of Sikkim as part of Indian territory, but it is 
exp^ed that in due course these too will be tackled in a 
spirit of cordiality. 

Religion-Politics Bills 

T he Central Govemmeiifs efforts to delink religion 
from politics ended in q virtual fiasco on August 24 


when foe Lok Sabha unanimously decided to defer con*- t 
sideraticm of foe Constitution ^th) Amendment Blii - 
seeking to delink religion from politics. The Government . ^ 
pleaded its helplessness to muster adequate support for 
its adoption as some of the opposition parties were op- ' 
posed to certain provisions of the proposed measure. Tra -'v 
consideration of the bill to amend the Representation of p 
foe People Act, 1951, which was linked wifo the Constltu- 
fion Amendment Bill, was also put off. Several opposition 
arties, notablv the Janata Dal, fearing a Hindu backlash, ' • 
ad changed their earlier stand. ^ 

Union Home Minister S.B. Chavan, who was piloting - A’ 
the religion Bill, made it clear that, notwithstanding the '.' 
setback it had received in its endeavour to cleanse the ’ A 
electoral system, "the Government remains firm in its 
resolve to exterminate the deadly virus of communalism 
which has been causing havoc in our country." ' ’ 

In view of foe Janata Dal's position that more time is 
required for greater clarity on the Bill, and taking into 
view the large number of representations that Govern¬ 
ment has received from various associations and in- ^ 
dividuals, it decided to defer the consideration of foe Bill, 
the Home Minister said. A Congress spokesman ex- : 
plained that the measure had merely been postponed, not . ^ 
dropped. 

The Left Front supported the Bill with "unaltered ; ^ 
consistency" when it was first moved at the start of the 
monsoon session and subsequently modified by the Joint; 'A 
Select Committee. But the Janata Dal went back on ife 
commitment to support it. As amendments proposed by ! 
the Government required two-thirds majority of membefs A 'I; 
present and voting and a majority of foe total membership ^ 
of the House, they could not be carried without Oppoai- . ^1.1 
tion backing. ' A; 

The Government's move to postpone consideration of / 
the Bill parked off a heated debate with the Opposition ; 
leader, Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee, saying he was witn^sing I 
such a "humiliating retreat" on foe part of the. Treasury p;; 
Benches for the first time during his SB-year long par- ; ^ 
liamentary career. Why did the Government bring ^fo ' ; 
such a controversial legislation when it fully well knew •’ f 
foat it coidd not get it passed? asked Mr Vajpayee. He tock ; ^. 
the Government to task as it had sought to justify intro- ’ 
duction of the Bill by citing communal riots in the wake of " K 
the demolition of the Babri Masjid in Ayodhya. v V' 

The BJP President, Mr L.K. Advani, said wisdom had p 
dawned on the Government to defer foe Bill before it was > 
too late. Had it been passed, it would have given rise to ; 



cou^itrywide anarchy or remained a dead letter with the 
Government lacking courage to implement it in view of 
the strong opposition. 

BJP's Money-Raising Drive 

I N August the BfP started a massive fund collecting 
campaign in Maharashtra to commemorate 50 years of 
the party president L.K. Advani's involvement in public 
life, while using the occasion to boost election finances 
and spread the party's message. A series of programmes, 
including charity dinners, film shows and a door-to-door 
collection campaign, have been planned. According to BjP 
sources, the party hopes to collect at least Rs 2 crore from 
Bombay alone by October. It is learnt that a similar exer¬ 
cise is to be undertaken in other parts of the country, but 
Bombay is expected to be a key collection centre since it is 
the commercial capital. 

A senior BJP leader said that the purpose of the fund 
collection was to prepare the party for future political 
developments. "Elections are to be held in the four former 
BJP-ruled States in November and there is even the pos¬ 
sibility of a mid-term poll for which finance will be 
need^." Indeed, even wtiile projecting Mr Advani's 
achievements, the fund collection is seen as the beginning 
of the party's election campaign. 

As one BJP worker admitted; "The idea is that both 
notes and votes must come to us." The secretary of the 
BJP's city unit insists that the fund is totally above board. 
"We will account for every single paisa that is taken and 
take payments by cheques", he claims. 

The BJP is also attempting to rope in leading in¬ 
dustrialists, film stars and professionals who are sym¬ 
pathetic to the party to spearhead the fund collection 
drive. The BJP will also be using the services of film star 
Shatrughan Sinha to get the film industry contribute. It is 
learnt that some film producers have agreed that proceeds 
from the premieres of their new filnrs will be donated to 
the fund. 

EC's powers not unbridled 

A very timely clarification in respect of the Election 
Commission's powers was given by the Supreme 
Court on August 19. The Court ruled that the power 
vested in the Mection Commission to conduct elections or 
postpone them on the ground of law and order problem 
(disturbed conditions) could be quashed if the decision 
was found to be erroneous. 

While the Election Commission's petition seeking in¬ 
terpretation of its powers under Articles 324 and 329 was 
pending adjudication by the apex court, the Chief Justice, 
Mr Justice M.N. Venkatachaliah, and Mr Justice S. Mohan 
held that the EC's power of superintendence, direction 
and control of all elections was not "unbridled". 

While dismissing a public interest petition filed by Mr 
Digvijaya Mote, a social worker aspiring to contest the 
elections, seeking stay of proceedings of the tenth Parlia¬ 
ment as the House had been unconstitutionally con- 
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stituted because certain States had been denied repre¬ 
sentation, the Judges said the EC's order affecting the 
"public law rights" could be scrutinised by the court., 

Tlie conduct of election was in the EC's hands. If it felt 
that in view of the disturbed conditions prevailing in a 
State or a part of it free and fair elections could not be 
conducted, the EC could postpone them. Under such cir¬ 
cumstances elections in Assam, and J & K had been 
postponed. But this power was open for judicial review, 
the judges added. 

According to the petitioner, the election process in the 
country was "afflicted with distortions". In the 1984 Par¬ 
liamentary elections, Assam having 14 Lok Sabha seats 
was delinked from the electoral process on the ground 
that the electoral rolls were not updated. This had been 
done in violation of Articles 14 and 19. In the ninth Lok 
Sabha, Assam had been left unrepresented. But in the 
current tenth Lok Sabha, J & K had been left un¬ 
represented. Therefore, all the consequential proceedings 
following the Presidential mandate to the EC to conduct 
elections in 1991 were illegal, the petitioner contended. 

Holding that the rule of law was the basic structure of 
the Constitution and democracy, the judges observed: 
"The Election Commissioner cannot defy the law armed 
by Article 324. His functions are subject to the norms of 
fairness and he cannot act arbitrarily, "unchecked power 
is alien to our system". 

Border Terrorism Menace 

HE dangerous dimensions of State-sponsored border 
terrorism are being increasingly realised. Actually, it 
has become a global menace, especially when it is com¬ 
bined with religious extremism. Emphasis on this aspect 
was laid by Prime Minister Narasimha Rao in an inter¬ 
view to a national newspaper of Bhutan in the third week 
of August. "A global menace of a particularly vicious kind 
is State-sponsored cre^s-border terrorism which attempts 
to wreck democratic and secular societies like ours", he 
said. 

Security and growth were the two most pressing 
problems facing the world and this was why India had 
always been a staunch advocate of disarmament, especial¬ 
ly nuclear disarmament. The second imperative was 
development, which developing countries like ours badly 
needed and were striving to promote. But global firreats 
are not limited to nuclear weapons or poverty alone. "En¬ 
vironmental degradation endangers the entire planet; 
drug trafficking has become a transnational scour^; dis¬ 
eases know no boundaries", Mr Rao said, adding that 
international understanding and cooperation were of 
paramount Importance to overcome all these challenges. 

India and Bhutan are close neighbours with a depth 
of understanding perhaps unparalleleS in the world, he 
said, adding that friendly ties between the two would 
continue to grow in stature and strength. 

Pak steps up firing in borden Official reports indi- 





cate titat Pakistan has stuped up firing incidents on In¬ 
dian positions along the 1,000-kin long Line of Control 
(LOC) and International Border (ID) in Jammu and Ka^- 
mir during the past one and a half years. In Jammu region 
alone nearly 1,100 unprovoked firiitg incidents were 
reported along die LCXT and the IB since January 1990. 
During the first six months of the current year, Pakistani 
troops fired 350 times on Indian positionis as well as in 
civilian areas in Rajouri and Poonch districts in Jammu. 
Last year, as many as 750 cases of firings by Pakistani 
troops were reported in these areas. 

While Pakistani troops generally fired with heavy and 
medium machine-guns, Indian troops retaliated only on 
extreme provocation, using light arms. Pakistani troops 
have often used firing to provide cover to sneaking 
militants or divert the attention of troops on the border to 
facilitate the entry of militants into the Indian side. There 
were times when Pakistani troops fired on Indian posi¬ 
tions on the pretext of constructing bunkers or raising 
watch towers. In 1992, the security forces effectively 
countered the designs of Pakistan, killing 122 militants 
near the LOC and apprehending 60. There was no let-up 
in artillery firing incidents at Siachen in the frontier region 
of Ladakh, which is the world's highest battle-field and is 
marked by frozen boulder-strewn, creviced snow-fields 
and high peaks. 

New Missiles with MiliJ^ants: Intelligence reports 
' have cautioned file Government that Kashmir militants 
' may have gained access to missiles with chemical war- 
■ heads. It is suspected that a section of Punjab militants 
was trying to procure these "chemical missiles" from their 
Kashmir counterparts for Rs 70,000 to Rs 80,000 per piece. 

Quoting statements made by apprehended terrorists 
during interrogation, the Intelligence report has high¬ 
lighted the growing sophistication of weaponry available 
to Kashmir militants. They already have in their posses¬ 
sion missile launchers and highly sophisticated wireless 
sets which help them maintain direct contact with each 
other both within the Valley and across the Line of Control 
(LC). 

The nexus between the Kashmir and Punjab militants 
continues to be a source of concern. The report observes 
that the ISI of Pakistan has opened joint training camps for 
Punjab and Kashmir militants in Pakistan-occupied iCash- 
mir (POK), besides guiding and monitorir^ their ac¬ 
tivities. 

Job Quota implementation 

I N response to the re|>eated pleas by M.P.S to ensure 
implementation of the jcd? reservations in accordance 
with the Mandal Commission recommendations, the 
Centre has constituted six study groups of the Parliamen¬ 
tary Committee on welfare of Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled llribes to examine issues like job reservatitm for 
SCs and STs In public sector undertakings. 

Study group-I will go info the forest policy regarding 


, .. , ‘ ' ‘ ,. ‘ '’ '*9^ 

command over and access of tribal pec^te to forest letoufr : 
ces, rehabilitation cfi displaced tribals, atul credit fadliti^ 
provided by nationalised banks to SC> and STs. , « 

Study group-n will go into reservations for and ‘ \ 
employment of SCs and 51h in Central medical institute$.' 
and colleges, including reservations in admissionsf fiterii, 
appointment of SCs and STs in the panel of advocates 
lie and monitoring of implementation of fi!te recommen-. jd 
dations made by the committee from time to time. 

Group-ni will go into reservations by fiidian Bank cf X, ll 
Canara Ifenk and working of integrated tribal develop-'' 
ment programme in Maharashtra. Group-IV will examine ,■: ■ 
issue of permits, licences, shops and agencies by various 
government organisatiems like Indian Oil, NDM, Rail- 
ways and DDA to ^s and STs and reservations in Coal 
India. Group-V will study reservations for and employ* , j 
ment of SCs and STs in Cement Corporation of India and . . 
in Northern Railways. ,: ^ 


Several opposition MPs, especially those belonging to , : . 
the Janata Dal, on August 26 urged the Government to 
implement the Mandal Commission recommendations I 
wi thout furfiier delay. After hearing the members' views, ,; 

the Speaker, Mr Shivraj Patil, observed that "a quick ‘ j 
decision would be welcome" in this regard. He noted that . .t 
all sections were in favour of implementation of the ■ X' 
Supreme Court orders on the subject and recalled that the . '-f: 
Government had agreed to convene a meeting of party . ’ 
leaders for discussions. The Speaker also referred to the vr 
Janata Dal leader, Mr V.P. Singh, who left the Capital on , 
August 22, on a self-exile to press tiie demand for early 
implementation of the Mandal report. He said an early 4 
decision by the Govemmen t was desirable. - k 

Sardar Sarovar Controversy 

T he Sardar Sarovar Project has been the si^ject of iX ■ 
much controversy in recent weeks mostly because of 
the "Narmada Bachao" agitation and the '7al Samarpan" 
programme announced by Ms Medha Patkai^ a social . 1: 
worker and earnest spokesperson of the agitator^, 
demanding review and cancellation of the dam construe- ' 1, 
tion. She was arrested before she could give concre^ 
shape to her programme for drowning in the Narmada V 
waters. 


The Central Government ruled out any review of file 
Sardar Sarovar Pre^t maintaining fiiat the award of the 
Narmada Waters Disputes Tribunal did not have any sudi 
provision. The Union Water Resources Minister, Mr Vidya 
Charan Shukla, told the Lok Sabha that under the awa^, 
a review could be undertaken only after 45 years from the 
date of publication of the award. Even the Centre had np 
authority to change the award and this could be done only, 
with the ccHicurrence of all file four beneficiary States:^. 
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and Rajasthan, 
This, he said, had been made clear to the teaders of the 
"Narmada Bachao" Andolan who had earlfor threatened 
a "Jal Samadhi" movement to demand a review of the 
Saidar Sarovar Project. 

OCTOBER *83 COMPETITION MASTER 317 


■ W- 

it 

fi'' 




rt'*. 




Mr V.C. Shukla asked "Narmada Bacho" movement 
leaders that instead of launching an agitation on the issue 
in die project areas, they should discuss it with experts 
who were impartial. Assuring the members from Gujarat 
that the interests of not only the State but also of other 
party States would not be compromised in any way, he 
said work on the mega project would continue. 

On the demand to lower the height of the dam, the 
Minister made it clear that this was not possible as the 
award did not allow it. The funding of the project would 
be done by the Centre and the States concerned following 
the decision of the Government not to go in for the remaim 
Ing amount of the World Dank loan. The percentage of 
sharing would be decided by mutual consultations. Ade* 
quate care is stated to have been taken to safeguard the 
environment and rehabilitate the project-affected persons. 

Grave Situation in Manipur 

B LCX)DY ethnic clashes between Nagas and Kukis 
have been taking place in the north-eastern border 
State of Manipur during the past few weeks. About 100 
people have so far been killed in the State's hill district of 
Chandel. The administration has found itself helpless to 
check the bloodshed. The deployment of the Army and 
the paramilitary forces has failed to stem the continuing 
violence in the State. The Centre is reported to be con¬ 
templating taking some drastic measures to bring the 
situation under control. 

The clashes between Nagas and Kukis which have 
turned into a virtual fight to the finish between two potent 
militant outfits—the National Socialist Council of 
Nagaland (NSCN) and the Kuki National Army (KNA)— 
is l^ely to escalate in the days to come with a heavy flow 
of arms coming into the region. 

The Manipur Chief Minister has in fact stated that 
foreign agencies were responsible for the unrest in the 
State. The rivalry between Nagas and Kukis goes as far 
back as the 19th century when British forces invading 
Naga territories used the wandering Kukis in their con¬ 
flict against the Nagas. Apart from the scores of villages 
being torched every other day, the ethnic clashes have 
assumed warlike dimensions with "soldiers" of the 
NSCN and the KNA engaged in an eyeball-to-eyeball 
confrontation in Morch, a town on the Indo-Burma border 
known for its clandestine arn\s and narcotics smuggling 
operations. According to intelligence sources, much of the 
"inter-outfit war" in the region revolves around a 
desperate struggle to gain control over the muIti<rore 
trading markets of Moreh. 

Rajya Sabha Biennial Foil 

T he Deputy Chairman of the Planning Commission, 
Mr Pranab Mukherjee and noted economist. Dr Ashok 
Mitra, are among those who won biennial elections to the 
Rajya Sabha from West Bengal. The ntsults were an¬ 
nounced on August 17. Apart from Dr Mitra, four other 
Left Front candidates emerged winners, three of CPM and 
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one, Mr Tridib Chowdhury, of RSP. Mr Pranab Mukherjee 
was re-inducted into the Union Cabinet as Commerce 
Minister. 

In Gujarat the Congress bagged two seats while the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJI^) picked up the odter. The 
AICC General Secretary, Mr Ahmed Patel, won, polling 52 
votes, while Dr Urmila Ben Patel, wife of the Cfdef Mini¬ 
ster, Mr Chimanbhai Patel, polled 54 votes. 

CPM's triumph: The CPM made a clean sweep of the 
by-elections to the West Bengal Assembly held early in 
September by capturing three seats—Darjeeling, Kur- 
seong and Chowinghee. The Kurseong and Chowinghee 
seats were earlier held by the Cong^ss. 

Ghising-CPM Truce 

T he mercurial Gorkha National Liberation Front 
supremo, Mr Subhash Ghlsing, has apparently 
switched his allies and has opted for support to the CPM 
in West Bengal. This would end the tug of war between 
the GNLF and West Bengal CPM leaders. Towards the end 
of August he made a virtual declarationof war against the 
Congress. Mr Ghising has called for a boycott of Congress 
candidates in the forthcoming byelettions in Darjeeling 
and Kalimpong. 

The Chief Minister, Mr Jyoti Basu, will campaign in 
Darjeeling. If the present honeymoon mood between the 
CPM and the GNLF continues, it seems likely that Mr 
Ghising's call to boycott the Congress, coupled with his 
decision not to put up a candidate, would ensure a thump¬ 
ing win for the CPM. Mr Ghising apparently doubts the 
Congress ability to fulfil its promises. Since the process is 
underway for granting greater autonomy to ttie GNLF- 
run Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council, Mr Ghising has 
declared that Mr Jyoti Basu is a better friend than die 
Congress at the Centre. 

The changes of mood that are typical of the GNLF 
leader permit him to do the unexpected. By conceding a 
political point to the CPM, Mr Ghising has been the 
gainer. If the GNLF were to contest the byelections, 
Mr Ghising would have to explain his stand on 
several critical issues such as the status of Darjeeling, 
which he had once described as "no man's land"; the 
status of the Nepali language, and the ever-simmer¬ 
ing demand for a separate Gorkhaland. Any tiipe Mr 
Ghising feels that he is on the horns of a dilemma, he 
can raise one or a combination of these issues to 
defend his position. 

Identity Cards must for 
voting 

I N another sudden move as part of his effort to elimiiuite 
bogus voting and impersonation'during elections. 
Chief Election Commissioner, Mr T.N. Seshan, issued an 
order on August 28 making it compulsory for each voter 
to possess a regular identity card before he can vote in any 
poll held after January 1, 1995. The process of issuing 



identity cards, he directed, must be completed by that 
date. Unless this is done, no election would be held after 
that date. Only ttiose who possess such identity cards will 
be allowed to enter polling booths. 

Many pet^le have noticed queues of boys below the 
minimum voting age at polling booths, and also bogus 
voting. The identity card is expected to eliminate these 
pemidous practices. The preparation of identity cards for 
aU the voters is expected to cost over Rs 550 ctote. In 1980, 
former Qiief Election Commissioner, Mr S.L. Sukdher 
conceived the idea of an identity card as a general purpose 
document for use everywhere. But because of ttie hravy 
expenditure involved and other practical difficulties, the 
proposal had been pending since then. When imple 
mented fully, it would mark a notable step towards elec¬ 
toral reforms. 

Extradition Treaties Bill 

Bill seeking to make extradition treaties more e^c- 
tive secured parliamentary approval on August 28 
wiffi ite passage w the Lok Sabha. The legislation would 
provide more elective enforcement of existing and 
proposed extradition treaties. Terrorism in Punjab had 
been controlled because of the extradition treaty with the 
United Kingdom, the concerned Minister claimed, adding 
ffiat London was a base of the Punjab terrorists. 

Negotiations are on for signing extradition treaties 
with Pakistan, Uidted Arab Emirates, Sri Lanka and some 
other countries. 

New Turn to Cirogenic Issue 

T wo notable developments have taken place in respect 
of the cryogenic engine issue—one, ffie Russian Prime 
Minister Victor Chemom^ndin's aimouncement that Rus¬ 
sia stands by the engine deal witih India but high technol¬ 
ogy would not be provided to tiie Third World at the cost 
of Russia's security, and two, the US indication that it is 
willing to sell the engines to India. 

I These developments have come as an anti-climax to 

the prolonged controversy over the contract. Having 
pressurised Moscow to go back on its commitment to 
supply cryogenic technology to the Indian Space Re¬ 
seat Organisation, the U.S., oddly enough, is itself 
not averse to exporting cryogenic engines to India. 

The US. offer has not interested India much. The 
Indian Space Research Organisation does not favour the 
purchase of the engine as "a black box" but the American 
Interest in such deals confirms the Russian fear that the 
U.S. is using the missile control regime for promotirig its 
own commercial interests. It seeks to deprive Russia of its 
business in a field in which it Is most competitive in the 
worid. Russia had to renege on ffie deal with India in the 
face of U.S. sanctions. 

Indian Foreign Secretary EHxit's talks in Washington 
have giv^ the Qinton Administration a clear idea of how 
far it can push India in the pursuit of its own foreign 
policy objectives in the areas of nuclear and missile 


proliferation. India has conveyed fo file U.S that it intends^,';) 
to go ahead with its indigenous missile devdopment; 
programme which does not violate the international ex- . 
port regime 

Mr Dbdt returned from Washington wifii the impres¬ 
sion that the Clintmi Administration was not prepared to 
let the recent controversies foul up the bUatend rations. . 
The US officials did suggest that fiiere was mote to the ' 
Indo-US relations than file tensions generated by ttie mis- ' 
sile and nuclear issues. India seemed to matter in die US ' 
scheme of things and this is made clear when it comes to 
economic and commercial ties and evm die defence supp-; I \ 
ly relationship. 'i { 

Amiy Role in Internal 
Security 

itiHE latest reports from New Delhi diow fiiat an earnest 
X review of the Indian Army's role In the maintenaitce 
of internal security in the country is in progress. The umy : 
iscurrendythinkingofreducingthedlmoisionandintm- 
sity of its involvement in intemu security. The Chief of the 
Army Staff, General B.C. Josh!, said in an interview that 
he was hopeful of achieving "encouraging results" from ' 
the review. 

Asked whether training and war preparedness could 
suffer due to the Army's preoccupation widi law and 
order duties, he said; "If there was an increased emphuis 
on one, there is bound to be less attention on file other." 

It was the "sacred duty of fiie Army" to constantly 
appraise the totality of threats to the integrity of die . 
country and ensure fiiat the "force, motivation and their 
freshness gives them and the country, the confidence diet 
the total security of file country cannot be trifled with". i 
Only a little over 50 per cent of ffie Army was involved for ; 
internal security duties and file maximum d^loyment ' 
was 21 divisions. ^) 

Asked if he planned to restructure the army so as to ’ 
handle both external defence duty and internal security, 
Gen Joshi said certain portions of the army would con¬ 
centrate on a particular type of threat wHile the Army 
itself, or certain other forces made available to it and 
whldi are totally under our control, could concentrate on . 
the psychological conditioning, training and tasks of 
anomer dimension. 

S.E-Left Alliance Probable 

F resh party alliances are being negotiated in prepara- .;, 
tion for the elections to four State Assemblies—U.R, !. 
Rajasthan, Madhya I^adesh and IEmachalPrade8h<-<lue . 
in the next few weeks. The Samajwadi Party (SP), led by 
Mr Mulayam Singh Yadav, is ho]Wul of striking an elec- 
toral alliance with the Left parties for file Assembly elec- .. 
tioninU.P. ■/}. 

Mr Yadav, a former Chief Minister, disclosed that talks . 
were on with file Left parties to counter file chaDenge of 
"fascist and communal forces like die BJP". He claimed - 
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^' iliat the SP was emerging as a third force and it could beat 
, the BJP through its formidable combination with the 
Bahujan Samaj Party. "Our task will become easier if the 
f Left parties join hands in the hght against the communal 
virus", he said. He also wam^ the Left parties against 
joining hands with the Janata Dal and its allies in the poll, 

. cautioning that such a proposition would give the BJP an 
advantageous position. 

He claimed that his party had emerged as the Central 
point of the Left philosophy at the national level. He 
would spurn any move to associate himself with the Con¬ 
gress. He charged Mr V.P. Singh with "playing havoc with 
die true spirit of die Mandal Commission" during his 
Prime Ministership. Mr Yadav's party would implement 
the Mandal Commission recommendation in (J.P. if voted 
to power but assured that the poor among the upper 
castes would be given adequate economic benefits. 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

♦ U.S. WARNING TO PAK ♦ SUDAN PUT ON TERRORIST 
LIST BY US ♦ U.S. SANCTIONS AGAINST CHINA AND PAK ♦ 
CONFRONTATION A CLASHES IN RUSSIA ♦ BOSNIA COM¬ 
PLEXITIES ♦ UN PANEL EXPOSES UK’S RACIALISM ♦ 
SIHANOUK TO BE CAMBODIA KING ♦ HISTORIC ACCORD OW 
PALESTINE ♦ RUSSIA & US SIGN MISSILE PACT ♦ ASIA 
WATCH CONDEimS PAK ROLE ♦ UNPRECEDENTED CRISIS 
INU.N. ♦ WASTE AND MISMANAGEMENT IN U.N. ♦ 

U.S.A. 

Another Warning to Pak 

O N getting reliable reports that Pakistan's direct and 
indirect aid to terrorists continues, the U.S. ad¬ 
ministration again asked Islamabad to "completely and 
permanently" halt its official support to terrorists in India, 
failing which the USA would name Pakistan a terrorist 
State. Secretary of State Warren Cliristopher will review in 
December his recent decision not to designate Pakistan a 
State sponsoring terrorism abroad (in this case, India). 

Though Pakistan has for the time being escaped being 
named a terrorist State, it is not completely off the hook. 
The U.S. continues to monitor its role in Punjab and Kash¬ 
mir. The Asstt. Secretary of State told the Foreign Affairs 
Committee: "We explained that we expect progress al¬ 
ready achieved to be consolidated so Biat any remaining 
official Pakistani support for groups that carry out ter¬ 
rorist acts (in India) will be completely and permanently 
halted", a U.S. communication stated. It warned that "if 
tfle positive trends do not continue, or if there is any 
subsequent resurgence of official support for those who 
ccHnmit terrorist acts against India, either directly or 
through private groups, the Secretary wiU not hesitate to 
name Pakistan a State sponsor of terrorism." 

Sudan put on Terrorist list 

T he U.S., following an eight-month review of the ac¬ 
tivities of Sudan's Islamic fundamentalist govern¬ 
ment, on August 18, declared it a terrorist State. As a 
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result, the East African country is now ineligible for any 
US military or financial assistance, except humanitarian 
aid. Sudan called the US decision "lamentable", and said 
the US did not mention any specific acts on which the 
action was based. 

With the addition of Sudan, the number of countries 
on the US list of States sponsoring terrorism has reached 
seven. The original six are: Syria, North Korea, Libya, 
Cuba, Iran and Iraq. They attract US economic sanctions 
and denial of any kind of US aid. 

U.S. Sanctions Against China & Pak 

OWARDS the end of August the U,S. administration 
announced limited sanctions against China for selling 
M-ll missile to Islamabad, and also against Pakistan for 
entering into such a deal. Washington alleged that both 
these countries had violated the Missile Technology Con¬ 
trol Regime (MTCR). But Chinese Vice-Foreign Minister 
contended that his country had not violated the MTCR 
guidelines. Pakistan admitted, however, that China had 
sold short-range missiles to it, though they were within 
the norms. 

China's angry Reaction: On Aug 27 China reacted 
angrily to Washington's imposition of sanctions and 
threatened to reconsider its commitment to observe the 
Missile Teclmology Control Regime norms. 

The Vice-Foreign Minister lodged a strong protest 
over what he called the "naked hegemonic act" by 
Washington which "should be held responsible for all its 
consequences." 

Although China is not a party to the MTCR, the 
United States had imposed sanctions against it in June 
1991 because of China's missile transfers to Pakistan and 
some West Asian countries. But later tliat year the then US 
Secretary of State travelled to Beijing and got a commit¬ 
ment from China that it would begin observing the MTCR 
guidelines provided the US lifted the sanctions on sale to 
it of satellite parts and other components. 

China mentioned the US decision of a year ago to sell 
150 F-16 fighter jets to Taiwan and called it an "inter¬ 
ference in China's internal affairs". "On the one hand, the 
US has poured large amounts of advanced weapons into 
the region sensitive to China, threatening its security, and 
on the other hand, made groundless accusations and in¬ 
terference against China on self-invented stories", the 
Chinese Vice-Minister said. "This is a show of power 
politics", he added while claiming that the US act "brutal¬ 
ly violated" norms governing international ties. 

U.S.-China tensions: Following the recent "discipli¬ 
nary" actions of Washington, strains have developed be¬ 
tween the US and China. A senior U.S. Senator warned on 
Aug 29 that Chinese international arms control violations 
threaten bilateral ties and may lead to Congressional ac¬ 
tion. The entire relationship is in jeopardy over ttiis, said 
senator Larry Pressler, a Republican, "This is a very 
serious matter... I say this as a Senator who has bent over 



backwards to help open up the relationship." 

The U.S., alleging that China sold missile technolc^ 
to Pakistan in violation of an international arms control 
agreement imposed (in August) limited sanctions on both 
countries. China denied the allegations. 

Mr Pressler, a member of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, described Chinese abandonment of its 
promise to abide by the accord as a "worst case sceiuirio". 
If the.Clinton administration does not apply further pres¬ 
sure, US Congressmen nuiy come up with punitive legis¬ 
lation. That action could start a rocteiide of deteriorating 
relations culminating next year with the decision on 
whether to renew Most Favoured Nation (MFN) trading 
benefits to China. 

Russia 

Confrontation & Clashes 

ET another clash of viewpoints took place in August 
between President Boris Yeltsin and the Russian Par¬ 
liament chairman, Mr Ruslan Khasbuiatov, who asserted 
that he would not allow Mr Yeltsin to go ahead with early 
parliamentary elections. The President has vowed to hold 
polls this year. He repeated at a news conference that the 
elections must take place to end a deadlock between him 
and the legislature. But Mr Khasbuiatov, Mr Yeltsin's most 
powerful political rival, asserted; "There will be no early 
elections this autumn." 

In the present Russian Constitution there are no 
provisions for calling elections before the legislature's 
five-year mandate expires in 1995. Parliament insists that 
any early poll would require a constitutional amendment 
by the legislature. 

Earlier, Mr Yeltsin, .speaking on the second an¬ 
niversary of the failed August 1991 coup, warned that 
Russia still could face a reactionary turn-around that 
would reverse all his reforms. The danger came from 
hard-line lawmakers, including pro-communist hold¬ 
overs. 

Russia has been in turmoil ever since the attempted 
putsch, and Mr Yeltsin said his greatest mistake was fail¬ 
ing immediately to dissolve the Congress of People's 
Deputies and smaller standing legislature, the Supreme 
Soviet, and call for new elections. 

Despite winning a high stakes referendum in April on 
his frec-market policies, Yeltsin finds that the political 
war has intensified. Today Russia is going tttrou^ a dif¬ 
ficult time. "We will not pretend things are prettier than 
they are; a reversal is still possible today. There could be a 
tumaroimd that would nullify all our efforts since August 
1991. But 1 am firmly convinced that Russia and its 
citizens will not allow that", he said. 

Mr Yeltsin reiterated his determination to call elec¬ 
tions for a new parliament this year, even though the 
Constitution does not give him that power. 

Parliamentary Speaker Khasbuiatov recently told the 


Attorney-General to order the arrest tvijt) top 
Mr Ydtsin for corruption. The aidesi^re identified aS thS 
first Deputy Premier, Mr Vladimir Shumeiko, and the , 
head of the Federal Information Office, Mr Mikhail PcA^ 
toranin. Mr Khasbuiatov is one of Mr Yeltsin's , fierc^t 
political foes. 

In a statement Mr Yeltsin called on lawmakers to take V 
the democratic and peaceful way out. His hardline ;; 
enemies in Parliament have been at war for months ovienr 
who should hold tite lion's share of power in post-SoViet. 
Russia and the course of economic reform. Legislative'.' 
terms are due to expire in 1995. • 

Europe 

Bosnia Complexities 

T he repeated attempts by international mediatorSi; ' 
who have formulated several peace plans, to check the' > 
recurring warfare in the former Yugoslavia region, have, 
proved fruitless. The latest plan was turned down late in | 
August by the Bosnian Foreign Minister, Harris Silajdzic, 
who described it as "unacceptable" and an "ultimatum". 
The plan sought to partition the war-tom republic. "This 
plan is unfortunately based upon the use of force and 
genocide", Mr Silajdzic contended in an interview in 
Geneva on August 21. "This is not a compromise, I call it 
an ultimatum and a diktat. Now we are supposed to i. 
accept it." The draft proposal to divide Bosnia into a loose 
union of ethnic States would give the Muslims 30 per cent 
of the land, three times the surface they currently control. 
The Serbs, who currently hold 70 per cent of the territory) 
would be reduced to "52 plus per cent", while the Croats 
would go from 20 per cent to "17 plus per cent". [ 

According to observers, the civil war in the Balkans; 
has not only made Bosnia into a graveyard but has also . 
exposed the West's, especially Europe's, inability to stop . 
the aggression by the Serbs. The controversial plan > 
authored by Lord Owen and Mr Cyrus Vance—which { 
envisaged the division of Bosnia into 10 parts with no j 
community having dominance anywhere—^was the first ' 
major attempt to find a solution. After it failed, ti\e war¬ 
ring factions turned to yet another agreement, authored . 
by Lord Owen and Mr Vance's replacement. According to 
this plan, Bosnia-Herzegovina would be divided into 
three States. The Muslims had no choice but to grudgirigly. 
accept this formula, for the Serbs and the Croats were in a 
commanding position in the battle-field. This plan too, 
like the earlier ones, guarantees little for die Muslims. M's j 
long as the ultra-naticmalist regime in Belgrade persistt ; f 
witii its "Greater Serbia" fantasy, and the Serbian troops ^ 
in Bosnia remain armed, Muslims will continue to be the 
victims, it is feared. , , f: 

UN Panel Exposes UK*s Racialism ' ^ 

HE U.N. experts' group on human rights has indictod 
Britain for its dismal record in fighting racial attacks 
and discrimiruition in the country. The UN Committee oin / 
the Elimination of Racial Discrimination has concluded 
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Britain is not doing enough in dealing with racial 
;■ (liflcriinination in matters relating to housmg, employ- 
iftent and law enforcement. 

The committee, which is part of tiie UN Commission 
for Human Rights, has passed severe strictures against 
Britain and told the Government to take stronger action to 
Stop racial violence, tackle discrimination against non- 
Whites in employment and housinf^ improve the equip¬ 
ment and training of the police to deal with race attacks, 
introduce laws banning racist organisations and dealing 
specifically with racial violence and extend the Race Rela¬ 
tions Act to cover northern Ireland. 

The 18-member UN committee, comprising experts of 
high moral standing and acknowledged impartially, 
recently conducted a three-week long investigation into 
racial discrimination in different parts of the world. The 
report will be discussed and adopted at tiie next UN 
General Assembly session in October. The committee 
members were highly critical of countries like Iran, 
Kuwait and former Yugoslavian States, but the members 
expected higher standards from developed nations like 
Britain and Germany. 

Far East 

Sihanouk to he Cambodia King 

FTER 38 years the struggling and highly disturbed 
State of Cambodia will become a Constitutional 
monarchy with Prince Norodom Sihanouk (at present 
interim Head of State) will become the King. He had 
abdicated the throne in 1971 to enter politics. 

Prince Sihanouk was appointed Head of State after a 
UN-organised election in May this year brought his son 
Norodom Ranaridh's party to power. He had ruled the 
country in various capacities since his appointment as 
King when Cambodia was a French protectorate until he 
was ousted in a coup in 1970. It may be recalled that Prince 
Sihanouk did not contest the UN-organised poll—-the 
cornerstone of the largest UN peace-keeping operation in 
history, costing 2 billion dollars. 

The Prince is regarded by many as the country's sole 
unifying figure even while othere feel that bestowing him 
with supreme authority would be a stejp backward after 
the enormous UN-backed effort to build up a democracy. 
However, there is little opposition to the plan for making 
the country a constitutional monarchy. Some people recall 
that during his previous spell of power the Prince seldom 
tolerated criticism and treated opponents haishly. 

However, the Prince clarified a few days later that he 
wanted only limited powers. 

Historic Accord on Palestine 

truly historic and long awaited agreement between 
the braei Government and the Palestine Liberaticm 
Organisation (PLO) on autonomy and self-rule for the 
Palestinians, starting in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank 
town of Jaricho, was reached on August 31. The accord 


was signed during the 11th round of talks between Pales¬ 
tinian and Israeli delegations for peace in the Middle East. 
The agreement was negotiated secretly by Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres who met PLO officials in Norway 
on August 20. It enshrined fundamental changes in Israeli 
positions, including readiness to discuss tire return of 
territories. Israel has admitted that 200,1)00 Palestinians 
were poured out of the West Bank and Gaza Strip when 
Israel occupied the territories. A Palestinian police force 
would assume control six months after the signature of 
the agreement. The first stage of autonomy will begin in 
Gaza. Ihe settlements and me army win stay there. The 
headquarters of the autonomy is to be in Jericho, the 
Israeli spokesmen ecplained. Jerusalem remains under 
Isradi sovereignty. 

But there is no certainty that even after the signing of 
the accord there would be peace in the region, ^^olent 
reactions are feared from Palestinians many of whom 
have r^ccted the settlement. There are frars of attacks on 
Mr Arafat. 

Arafat 4 k Crisis In PLO: For nearly 25 years the 
Charismatic Yasser Arafat, has been the chief of the Pales¬ 
tine Liberation Organisation (PLO). But now, as the 
cumulative result of certain adverse factors--the financial 
crisis that threatens to cripple the organisation, and the 
disenchantment among ffie memben about the devoted 
leader because of his inability to attain the goal-estab¬ 
lishment of an sovereign State of Palestine. Both radical 
and conservative wings of the PLO are becoming vocal 
critics of Mr Arafat. His costly blunder in the Gulf war (he 
backed Iraq) has led to a severe depletion of the PLO's 
coffers. Aid from Arab countries has dried up and 
thousands of Palestinians were expelled from these 
countries. With that, the seven per cent of their salaries 
that they paid to the PLO came to an end. The PLO's vast 
number of emj^loyees are not being paid their salaries and 
many of its institutions all over the world are facing 
closure. 

Pak's claim on M-lls Rejected: The U.S. State Depart¬ 
ment has described Pakistan a major exporter of land 
mines and has taken note of Indian Army's "adequate 
participation" in de-mining in Sri Lanka. A State Depart¬ 
ment report titled "Hidden killers—the global problem 
with uncleared land mines", notes that "adequate Indian 
army units have participated in de-mining operations in 
Sri Lanka". 

Meanwhile, the State Department has again rejected 
the Pakistani stand that the M-lls do not violate the Mis¬ 
sile Technology Control Regime (MTCR). The Depart¬ 
ment recently imposed sanctions against the Pakistan 
Defence Ministry and several entities in China for the 
Chinese transfer of missile technology for M-lls and mis¬ 
sile components to Pakistan. 

Answering a quration titat "The M-11 missile cannot 
carry a 500 kg payload 300 kms and so does not fall under 
the MTCR restrictions", tite department said in a written 
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r^Iy: "The MTCR annex covert items and technology 
that can be used to produce or develop missiles that can 
carry 500 kg payload 300 kms as well as the missiles 
themselves." 

Russia & US Sign Missile 
Pact 

U .S.*Russia relations in the arms arena were further 
strengthened with the signing, on Sept 1, of an agree¬ 
ment on missile export control underwhichRussia agreed 
to abide by the Missile Technology Control Regime 
(MTCR). The two countries made a mutual commitment 
to promote non-proliferation and effective export con¬ 
trol. 

This was one of the several agreements signed by the 
Russian Prime Minister, Mr Viktor Chernomyrdin, at the 
White House during his visit to the USA on Sept 1. He had 
earlier postponed the visit in protest against US pressure 
to break the ogreement with India for the supply of 
cryogenic engines and teclmology. He had contended the 
US was "waging a silent economic war against India" by 
blocking it from world morkets... the Americans "want 
Russia to finally collapse but they won't see that happen". 

US officials assured Russia that the US does not In¬ 
tend to interfere in the relations between Russia and the 
former Soviet Union republics. The US had threatened to 
withhold aid if Russia did not pledge to remove irt troops 


from Lithuania within the time-limit set. 

Russians quit Lithuania: Russia withdrew its Isst 
soldier from Litiiuania on August 31 and joined resichmts 
and leaders in hailing the end of Moscow's SO-year 
military presence in the Baltic nation. "We ffnalty see the 
day when the foreign army has left our soil", the President 
Mr Algirdas Brazauskos, said. "This day was awaited and ; 
dreamed about by more than one Lithuanian generation i 
since 1940." Lithuania was the first Baltic nation to reject' . ^ 
all former Soviet troops who numbered mote than 34,000' J 
in the nation a year ago. Soldiers under Moscow's corn- 
mand had arrived in Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia shortly:. 
after the Soviet dictator, Mr Josef Stalin, absorbed the 
Baltic States in a secret deal with Nazi Germany in 1939. 

Pakistan 

Asia Watch condemns Pak role 

T he widely known human rights organisation "Asia 
Watch" has reportedly called upon Pakistan to put a 
stop to all support to militant organisations in Kashmir.. 
These bodies have committed murder, rape and assault, 
issued threats to civilians and indulged In grave viola*, 
tions of international human rights and humanitarian 
laws. 

Unable to ignore any longer the human rights viola¬ 
tions by terrorist groups operating in Kashmir with back* 
ing from Pakistan, "Asia Watch" has urged the 
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international community to condemn these acts by 
militant groups and bring pressure on them to end all 
suchabuses. Thesegroupsshould abideby theprovisions 
of Article 3 of the Geneva Conventions which prohibit 
cruel,inhuman and degrading treatmentand executions. 

For the first time, Asia Watch in its 1993 report, 
devotes as many as 17 pages to human rights violations 
by militant organisations in Kashmir. It takes note of 
militant spokesmen acknowledging that captured 
security force personnel are executed as a matter of 
policy. It also takes cognisance of the increase in inci¬ 
dents of rape of Kashmiri women by militants since 
1991. 


"The fact that local people sometimes refer to these 
abductions and rapes as forced marriages gives some 
Indication of the social ostracism suffered by rape victims 
and the code of silence and fear, that prevents people from 
openly condemning such abuses by militant groups", the 
Asia Watch report says. Five thousand Kashmiri women 
staged a protest march to condemn the rapes and murders 
by the militants. 


It also maintains that the Indian security forces had 
violated international humanitarian law by summarily 
executing detainees, killing civilians in reprisal attacks 
and using lethal force against peaceful demonstrators. It 
refers to extra-judicial executions, disappearances, cus¬ 
todial deaths and gives details of cases where it says 
security forces violated human rights. 

Death penalty for drug trafficking: Pakistan's 
caretaker Cabinet approved a proposal on Aug 23 to 
introduce tougher penalties, including the death sen¬ 
tence, as part of a crackdown against drug barons and 
traffickers. The Government intends to amend existing 
laws in its bid to create a "drug-free society by the year 
2000", an official statement said. These steps are evi¬ 
dently designed to save Pakistan from being declared a 
narco-State by the U.S.A. 

Pakistan, which has become a centre for drug produc¬ 
tion and smuggling over the past decade, has an es¬ 
timated 2.5 million heroin and hashish addicts. The new 
measures will also allow forfeiture of drug offenders' 
assets, a penalty currently restricted to those given life 
sentence. 

The death penalty will be awarded for offences in¬ 
volving intematior\al or cross-province trafficking and 
financing or abetting drug trafficking. A Cabinet meeting 
ehaiiittd by interim rame Minister Moeen Qureshi also 
dMided to apply anti-drug laws to the tribal areas border¬ 
ing Afghanistan which have traditionally enjoyed semi- 
autonomous status. 


U.N. 


Unprecedented Crisis in 

A S was widely feared, the U.N. is in deep financial 
crisis once again. The Secretary-General, Mr 
Boutros Boutros-Ghali, describing the UN financial 


crisis as "intolerable" warned that "cash will soon run 
out".Heorderedcutbacksintravel,useofconsultantsand 
meetings. "The organisation lives from hand to mouth", 
he said on Aug 27 in a speech before the General 
Assembly's committee on financial matters. "There is 
nothing newabout tha t bu ttoday the situation is unprece¬ 
dented." 

Mr Boutros-Ghali said the situation has gone from 
bad to worse because virtually all 188 UN members are in 
arrears to the regular budget and to peace-keeping opera¬ 
tions. The organisation hasa mcxithlyexpenditureof$310 
million and reserves are totally depleted. Unless substan¬ 
tial payments are made within 30 days, he said fee United 
Nations will be unable to undertake any new financial 
commitments and existing operations wiU be in jeopardy. 

The Secretary-General announced severe reductions 
in official travel and the use of consultants. He also said 
that until the end of the year there will be sharp reductions 
in meeting hours and conference services, including 
simultaneous translation, verbatim and summary 
records, television and audio broadcasts. If contributions 
are not paid by the end of the year, he said, the measures 
will continue and he will propose drastic economies. 

The U.5. pays about one-quarter pf the annual budget 
of more than one billion dollars and pays about30 percent 
of all peace- keeping costs. On July 15, the USGovernment 
owed $ 517 million to the regular budget and $ 308 million 
to peace-keeping costs. 

Waste and Mismanagement 

F ollowing serious allegations of widespread waste 
and other irregularities in the U.N., made in the "Sun¬ 
day Times" of London, the chief U.N. spokesman, Mr Joe 
Wills, on August 17 promised a detailed response and 
investigation. But he described some charges as "inac¬ 
curate and nonsensical" and others as "quite legitimate". 
Among the charges are one of "wasteful high living". 

Mr Boutros Ghali, who assumed office two years ago, 
had made pledges for reforming the sprawling 
bureaucracy. Several allegations in the article have been 
aired before, like the recent suspension of eight staff mem¬ 
bers while they write reports on their roles in drafting and 
awarding peace-keeping contacts. The cases have not 
been decided and the defaulters have not been dis¬ 
ciplined. 

The press also refers to a nnajor report on waste and 
mismanagement, written by former U.S. Attorney- 
General Richard Thornburgh, who studied the U.N. sysr 
tern to root out abuses. "Any time you have a very large 
bureaucracy", the official said, "you're going to have 
abuses, problems with mismanagement; regrettably you 
almost always have pre^irans of maud." 

"Sunday Hmes" alleged that 39 tiro offidab in New 
York, Geneva, and Vietuia do absolut^y nothiiw and ate 
paid to stay'home. Another source edhfirmed ffiere 

were some "supernumeraries" who still had contracts but 
who no longer had actual posts because of U.N. reor¬ 
ganisation. 
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Current General Knowledge 


ABBREVIATIONS 

ATTF: All Tripura Tribal Force. 

GMRT: Giant Metrewave Radio 
Telescope. 

MTCR: Missile Technology 
Control Regime. 

AWARDS 

Jamnalal Bajaj Awards, 1993 

For promoting Gandhian values 
outside India: Prof Johan Galtung of 
France. 

For constructive work in society: 
Vichitra Narayan Sharma of Gandhi 
Ashram, Lucknow. 

For use of Science & Technoloy 
for rural development: Dinkararao 
S. Pawar of Baramati district oft’une 
in Maharashtra. 

For uplift and welfare of women 
and children: Ms Chandrakan- 
taben Shah and Ms Harvilasben 
Shah of Sarvodaya Parivar Trust of 
Pindval in Valsad district of 
Gujarat. 

Each award carries a citation, a 
trophy and Rs two lakh cash or 
equivalent in foreign exchange. 

Moortidevi award, 1992 

T he coveted award has been given 
to the eminent Hindi writer, 
Kubemath Ray, for his essay-collec- 
ticm Kama Dhenu. 

The award comprises of a cita¬ 
tion plaque, a replica of Saraswati 
and a ca^ prize of Rs 51,000. 

Earlier recipients of. the award 
are: Pratibha Ray (1991), Muntshri 
Nagaraja (1990), Vidya Niwas Misra 
(1989), Vishnu Prabhakar (1988), 
Kanhaiya Lai Seth (1986), Manubhai 
PanchoH 'Darshak' (1985), Virendra 
K. Jain (1984) and C.K. Nagrajarao 
(1983). 


Stockholm water prize, 1993 

W ATER resources expert. Dr 
Madhav Atmaram Chitale has 
been presented in 1993 award for his 
achievements in the field of water 
conservation and public opinion. He 
is currently the secretary general of 
the Interrmtional Commission on Ir¬ 
rigation and Drainage. 

Khuda Baksh award 

T he first Khuda Baksh award for 
national integration has been 
awarded to B.N. Pandey. Member of 
Parliament and Chairman of the 
Gandhi Darshan Samiti. 

Rajiv Gandhi National 
Sadbhavana award 

T he . first Rajiv Gandhi 
Sadbhavana award has been 
given to Mother Teresa. The award 
has been constituted by the Congress 
to celebra te the golden jubilee year of 
the Quit India movement. 

The award carries a citation and 
a cash prize of Rs Z5 lakh. 

Noma Literacy Prize, 1993 

T he prestigious Noma Literacy 
Prize has been awarded by UN¬ 
ESCO to the Indian National Federa¬ 
tion of Unesco Clubs and 
Associations (INFUCA) for work 
among the Koragas of South India. 

G.D. Birla award for scientific 
research, 1993 

T he third G.D. Birla award has 
been given to Dr R. A. Mashelkar, 
director of the National Chemical 
Laboratory, Pune. 

The award has been instituted by 
the K.K. Birla foundation with the ob¬ 
jective of according recognition to 
high calibre scientific research under- 
taten by Indian scientists below the 
age of 50, living and’working in 
India. The award carries a cash prize 


of Rs one lakh. 

BOOKS 

Crescent over Kashmir > 

W RITTEN by Anil Maheshwari;a 
journalist, the book brings forth, 
the fact that people of the f^shmir 
valley are not alienated from foe na* 
tional mainstream -and their dis¬ 
enchantment with India is merely a 
myth, concocted by the media and 
pseudo-secularists. 

The book also elaborates the way 
Pak-aided militancy has been let 
loose in the Valley. 

Kama Dhenu 

T his book is a essay-collectit^rt df,;, 
Kubemath Ray, witmiet of tlwr' 
1992 Moortidevi award. 

Kama Dhenu is a collection of 
thirteen essays depicting the Vedic 
vision and ancient wisdom, as ap¬ 
plied to the modern complexities of 
life. 

CONFERENCE 

First Ministerial Conference of foe 
Forestry Forum for developing 
countries 

T he conference was held in New 
Delhi from September 1 to 3,1993, 
to find practical ways for implement¬ 
ing management, conservation and 
sustainable development of forests, 
as agreed at the Earth Summit in Rk). 

The developing countries called 
upon the rich nations and interna¬ 
tional agencies to increase financial 
assistance, within a definite time, to , 
protect their forests. 

The 13-point declaration, called 
the "Delhi Declaration on Forestry",, 
was adopted at the end of foe cem- 
ference, wh ich was attended by fewest - 
ministers from nearly 40 countries, ) 
including nine from developed na- 
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CONSTITUTION 

The Constitution (77th 
amendment) Bill, 1992 

T he Constitution (77th) Arnold- 
ment Bill 1992, providing for set¬ 
ting up Rent IHbunals at State level, 
has been passed by the Lok Sabha. 

It provides for reduction of tiers 
of appeals and excludes ttie jurisdic¬ 
tion of all courts, except the Supreme 
Court, in cases of tent litigations. The 
ww legislation amends Article 323-5 
in Part XIV A of the Constitution to 
give timely relief to rent lldgants. 

DAYS; WEEKS 

UNICEF launches nutrition-week 

O N September 1, 1993, the 
UNIChP launched a national 
nutrition week. The aim was to in¬ 
crease awareness on various ospecto 
of nutrition. 

The national nutrition week 
served as a reminder to focus priority 
attention on the reduction of mal¬ 
nutrition in dte child. 

The nutrition status of children 
has been accepted as the most sensi¬ 
tive indicator of the socio-economic 
and human development. 

The strategy to implement the 
national nutrition policy includes, 
fortification of essential foods, 
popularisation of low-cost nutritious 
foods, improvement of dietary pat¬ 
tern through demoiMtrations, pifolic 
distribution system, land reform, 
prevention of food adulteration, | 
community pxirtlcipation and status. 
of women research. 

PERSONS 

Deodhai; Prof D.B. 

T he grand old man of Indian 
cricket. Prof Dinker Balwant 
Deodhar, died on August 24,1993. He 
was 101 and seven months old. He 
was the oldest living cricketer of the 
world. 

Prof Deodhar was a prolific run- 
getter. He could never represent 
India in the Test cricket as he had 


reached the retiring age when India 
joined theTest-pIa}dngnati(ms. 

In his long Ranji Trophy career, 
he represented Maharashtra and had 
the distinction of playing 20 matches. 
In 1940-41 he scored a century 
against Bombay at die age of 48, a 
distinction in itself. 

Dutt, Utpal 

V ETERAN film and threatre per¬ 
sonality, Utpal Dutt, died on 
August 19,1993. He was 64. 

He was a living legend in dieatre 
career that spanned more than three 
decades. 

Hindi cinema discovered him in 
Mrinal Sen's Cuddi. He also directed 
Bve Bengali films. 

Galfaing, Prof )ohan 
nROF Galtung is the winner of the 
1 1993 Jamnalal Bajaj award for 
promoting Gandhian values outside 
India. He belongs to France. 

He founded the International In¬ 
stitute for Peace Research in 1959 and 
as the director has given concrete 
shape to its research activities. He ob¬ 
tained his inspiration from the 
thoughts, teaching and die practices 
of Mahatma Gandhi's life and work. 

Narayan, Vichitra 

H e is the winner of the 1993 Jam¬ 
nalal Bajaj award for outstand¬ 
ing contribution in the area of 
constructive work and rural develop¬ 
ment. 

96-year-old, Mr Narayan is a 
veteran freedom fighter. He has 
worked tirelessly for the propagation 
of Khadi and the provision of 
employment to vast number of 
people. 

Pawar, Dinkaimrao S. 

H e is the winner of the 1993 Jam¬ 
nalal Bajaj award for applicadtm 
of science and technology for rural 
development. He has been in¬ 
strumental in transformation of the 
drought prune taluka of Baramad 
Into a fertile area, using numerous lift 
irrigation schemes and percoladon 
taniu. 


He has also done commendable 
work in the fields of poultry, sericul¬ 
ture, silkworm rearing and sUk weav¬ 
ing. 

Shah, Chandrakantaben, 

Shah, Harvilasben 

6 3-year-old Ms Chandrakantaben 
and 62-year-old Ms Harvilasben 
are winners of the 1993Jamnalal Bajaj 
I award for outstanding work reUt^ 

I to welfare of women and children. 

At the call of Vinoba Bhave they 
gave up their jobs and dedicated 
themselves to the Sarvodaya and 
Bhoodan work. They have trans¬ 
formed the lives of over 50,000 
adivaris in 100 villages, ^nobaji used 
to cell them BhaginUwnfee 
Harshc/umdra (sister-duo Harish- 
chandra). 

Shekhawat, Vice Admiral V.S. 

V KZE Admiral VS. Shekhawat has 
been appointed as India's next 
Naval Chief. 

He was commissioned on July 1, 
1956. He is a submariner. In his ser¬ 
vice of over 37 years, he has held a 
variety of Command appointments. 
He is a keen sportsman and winner of 
five "blues" at NDA. 

He was awarded the Vtr Chakra 
for gallantry during his command of 
INS Karanj during the 1971 Indo-Pak 
war. 

SPACE RESEARCH 

GMRT ready 

T he Giant Metrewave Radio Tisle- 
scope (GMRT), an array of 30 
saucer-shaped dish antennas, laid 
ou t in a y-shaped formation, over a 25 
sq km area near Khoddad, 80 km 
north of Pune, is ready. It is the 
world's most powerful radio tele¬ 
scope at metrewave lengths. 

The GMRT will provide a 
tremendous boost to radio 
astronomy science in India. The en¬ 
tire project has costed Rs 400 mil¬ 
lion—at least half the cost of a similar 
project executedoelsewhere in file 
world. Ttie GMRT wBl become fi^y 
operatirnal by early 1995. 

The telescope is capable of pidc- 
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ing up extremely faint radio signals 
originating from some of the most 
distant objects in the universe. The 
y-shaped arrangement of the 30 an¬ 
tennas, combing to form the povver* 
ful GMRT system, when fully 
operational, will provide results 
similar to those from a single giant 
dish 25 km in dlametre. 

Radio telescopes are electronic 
ears, the astronomers have used since 
the 19508, to study radio noise in the 
universe and to discover exotic celes¬ 
tial objects and strange cosmic 
phenomena. 

A major GMRT goal will be to 
search for pulsars, an exotic breed of 
fast-rotating stars, nuide of neutrons. 
Pulsars were first discovered in the 
late 1960s and are among the most 
stable celestial clocks known in the 
universe. 

The idea of a giant radio tele¬ 
scope in India emerged on new 
year's day in 1984, after scientists had 
spent months trying to _ find 
hydrogen clouds of the 'early 
universe, using the Ooty radio tele¬ 
scope. 

The hydrogen clouds will pro¬ 
vide independent evidence of the Big 
Bang Theory that says that the 
universe was created at a specific 
moment some 15 to 20 billion years 
ago. 

The unique site selected for 
GMRT offers major advantages. 
India has relatively low radio inter¬ 
ference, and Khoddad village itself is 
nestled in a valley protected by hills 
of the Western Ghats. 

Man-made radio Interference 
around the GMRT will be several 
hundreds of times lower than 
around some of the best radio tele¬ 
scope constructed in Europe and 
United States. 

The chief person behind the 
project is Prof Govind Swamp, a top 
Indian radio astremomer. He has been 
working in this field for the last three 
decade. 

Woric on Ariane-5 rocket in 
progree 

T^UROPE'S most powerful Ariane-5 
Crocket diat can put three Mtellite 


into oarbtt in a single launch, is ex¬ 
pected to undertake its first test flight 
in 1995. The rocket is being 
developed by the European Space 
Agency. 

Compared to the current ver¬ 
sions of Ariane-4 rocket, diat put 
INSAT-2B into orbit in July 1993, the 
new and more powerful Aiiane-5 
satellite launcher will give two times 
more thrust Ariane-5 is designed to 
cut launch cost by 10 per cent be 
more reliable than Ariane-4 and ofier 
manned flights into space. 

The new European kiuncher is 
made of main Cryogenic stage 5.4 
metre-wide and carrying 155 toimes 
of propellent a Cryi^nic vulcoin en¬ 
gine and two large solid boostera, 
each three metres wide, instead of die 
four liquid boosters in Ariane-4. 

The Ariane-5 launcher will be 
wider, shorter and heavier, than its 
predecessors, measuring 50.6 m and 
weighing 725 tonnes. Ariane-4 is 
58 metres tall and weighs 480 ton¬ 
nes. 

Ariane-5 will also be capable of 
putting 7 tonnes of payload into the 
transfer orbit 10 tonnes in the polar 
orbit and 23 tonnes in the low-eardi 
orbit 

Scientists have set a reliability 
target of 98 per cent for Ariane-5, 
compared to 95 per ront for Ariane-4. 
Given the prospect of manned flights 
in the future, the reliability, and 
above all, security will be sought to 
be 'close to perfect* in the years to 
come. 


MISCELLANY 

Three-centuiy-long drought 
wiped out empiro 

drought, that lasted 300 yews, . 
drove people out of northern . 
cities in die "cradle of dvilisadmi" : 
and may have led to die downfall oi 
an empire 4,000 years ago, isf what is 
now Iraq and Syria. 

Scientists examining samples of ' 
soil, recovered from layers laid doKeh 
about 2200 B.C. in Mesopotamia, .; 
have found evidence tiiat a dirivir^.^,:; 
and progressive agricultural sode^ 
suddenly collajpsed with the stadbfa; 
three-century-long drought. 

Harvey Weiss, a Yale Univetsite 
archeologist, said diet the new find¬ 
ing gives powerful svqipoct for earlier 
studies that had suggMted that there 
was an abrupt, regional change in the. 
climate that dealt a severe blow to 
agriculture and civilisation from 
Eg)rpt to India. 

This set of climatic condition is 
documented along the Nile (in East¬ 
ern Africa), in die Indus River Valley 
(India and Pakistan) and in Palestine. 

The new study is based on an 
analysis of soil recovered from the 
buried rooftops and areas around 
buildings in Tell Leilan, an ar¬ 
cheological site in Syria. It marks 
where one stood a thriving city of 
about 10,000 people, on the upper 
plains of die Tlgris-Eufdirates river 
valley—a part of Syria and Iraq that 
has been called the 'Cradle of 
civilisadon'. It was in this area that 
humanity made some of its early 
moves toward a setded, agricultural¬ 
ly-based civilisation. 
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The Examiner’s Guess 
Questions 


Q. WhatisYEH? 

Ans. "Youth Ending Hunger" or 
YEH is a global movement of young 
people aiming to eradicate poverty. 
The programme was started in 
response to the call of the 1990 World 
Summit for children, to direct the 
creativity and energy of youth to 
meet the human development goals. 

Q. Which is the oldest living 
animal in any Indian zoo? 

Ans. Aldabra giant tortoise. It 
has been living in the Aiipore zoo in 
Calcutta since 1875. The tortoise is 
1.3-metre long, 

Q. Which cultural organisation 
had organised the programme Muk- 
tamnd in Ayodhya on August 14 and 
15,1993? 

Ans. SAHMAT (Safdar Hashmi 
Memorial Trust). 

Q. Name the only race in India 
who can possess guns without any 
licence? 

Ans. Coorgis (Kodaras) and 
other sections of the people in 
Kodagu (Coorg) district of Kar¬ 
nataka. 

The special privilege was 
granted by the British, about 132 
years ago, in recognition of the mar¬ 
tial traditions of Coorgis. After inde¬ 
pendence the privilege was 
continued by a notification issued in 
1963 which exempted "every person 
of Coorg race and every Jamma land 
tenure holder in Coorg" from the In¬ 
dian Arms Act. 

Q. What position does India 
hold in the world production of coal? 

Ans. India is world's fourth 
largest producer of coal. China tops 
the list, followed by USA and 
, erstwhile USSR. 


Q. Name the eight States that 
have abolished Path kar with effect 
from September 1,1993? 

Ans. Madhya Pradesh, Orissa, 
Raja.sthan, Gujarat, Haryana, Pun¬ 
jab, Bihar and Uttar Pradesh. In lieu 
of abolition of Path kar the composite 
fee on the national permit has been 
increased to Rs 5,000, from Rs 
1,500. 

Q. With effect from September 
2, 1993 what minimum deposit and 
lending rates have been fixed by the 
Reserve Bank of India? 

Ans. The minimum lending 
rate for borrowers in the category of 
Rs 2 lakh and above will be 15 per 
cent per annum. 

The lending rate will be a fixed 
15 per cent per annum for loans 
above Rs 25,000 and upto Rs 2 lakh. 

The deposit rate for maturity of 


46 days to three years and^bove will 
be 10 per cent. 

Q. Name the bank which has 
been merged with the Punjab Na¬ 
tional Bank in September, 1993? 

Ans. New Bank of India. 

Q. What are the highlights of 
the new liberalised textile export 
quota policy? 

Ans. The new policy has in¬ 
creased the preiference for exporters 
with past performance and com¬ 
pletely done away with any special 
entitlement for public sector units. 
The three-year policy, applicable for 
export of textiles and garments in 
restrained items to the USA, Canada, 
European Community, Austria, Fin¬ 
land and Norway, from 1994 to 1996, 
encourages higher unit value realisa¬ 
tion as well as an increase in net 
foreign exchange earning. 


IISRAEL-PALESTINE DISPUTE 
Who holds what 

Golan Heights: This area was captured by Israel from Syria in the 1967 war. As part 
of the 1974 disengagement accord some of it was returned. The rest was annexed by 
Israel in 1981. 

The West Bank: This area was captured by Israel from Jordan in the 1967 war. It 
includes the city of Jeridio and East Jerusalem. East Jerusalem has been annexed by 
Israel. 

Gaza Strip: This area, along with die Sinai Peninsula was captured by Israel in the 
1%7 war. Under the 1979 Egypt-lsrael peace treaty the Sinai peninsula was returned to 
Egypt. The status of Gaza and the West Bartk was to be worked out under the Camp 
David accord of 1978. 

Autonomy plan—^Major points 

■ Gaza strip and Jericho will be made autonomous regions of Israel. Only Deferve and 
Communication will be under Israel. 

■ In Gaza and Jericho the Israeli army would withdraw from population centres to 
security locations. 

■ Palestiniairs in Gaza and Jericho would be given full control over their intmial 

affairs. ^ 

■ Israel would maintain control over entry points to the autonomous regions. 

■ Israel would remain incharge of Jewish settlenents. ! 

■ Discussions on a permanent solution will be held in die third year of autoncmiy. 
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SPORTS 


GAMES 

34 disciplines for Hiroshima 
Asiad 

HE 12th Asian Games to be 
held in Hiroshima (Japan), from 
October 2 to 16, 1994, will feature 
34 disciplines. 

However, baseball, boxing, kab- 
badi, modem pentathlon, scpak tak- 
raw, wrestling and taekwondo will 
not have any women competition. 

ATHLETICS 

1993 World Athletics 
Championship 

HE 1993 world athletics cham¬ 
pionship was held at Stuttgart, 
Finland from August 14 to 23, 1993. 

In the 100 metres men's final 
Linford Christie of Britain woh the 
gold medal. He clocked 9.87 
seconds, only one-hundredth of a 
second outside world record set by 
Carl Lewis in the last champion¬ 
ships. Carl l.,ewis came fourth this 
time. 

In the women's 100 metres, of¬ 
ficials used a sophisticated measur¬ 
ing system, for the first time, to 
detemtine that Gail Devers beat 
Mcrlene Ottey by one-thousandth 
of a second. The Seiko Slit Video 
System, which has the capability to 
identify times to a resolution of 
one-thousandth of a second, was 
used to determine the winrter. 

The men's marathon title was 
won by Mark Plaa^es, Soulh-Afrcican 
bom Anerican. Junko Asari of Japan 
won the women's maratton tide to 
become the first Japanese to win a 
gold medal in the world*, champion¬ 
ship. The only other Japanese woman 
to win a gold medal at the world 
championship was Hiromi Ihniguchi 
who had won die men's matathcm 
gold in 1991. 

The US 1,600 metre relay team 
set a world record of 2 minutes 
and 54.29 seconds. Andrew Va|mon, 


Quincy Watts, Butch Reynolds and 
Michael Johnson shaved more than 
a second off the previous mark of 
2 ; 55.74, set by the US team at 
the Barcdona Olympics. 

India was represented by a 
three-member team, including Shiny 
Wilson, Bahadur Prasad and Shakti 
Singh. They were accompanied by 
coach Hargobind Singh. However, 
the Indian athletes could not make 
any impression whatsoever. 

The Rabbit 'Bunny' was the 
mascot of the championship. 

USA topped the medals tally 
with 13 Golds, 7 Silver and 6 Bronze 
medals. They were followed by 
Cliina, Russia and Kenya. 

CHESS 

British women title 

SIAN junior girls chess cham¬ 
pion, Saheli Dhar of India, 
defeated compatriot International 
Women's Master, Anupama Gok- 
hale, in the final game to crown 
herself with British women's cham¬ 
pionship title. 

CRICKET 

Sri Lanka-India one-day 
international series 

R1 Lanka defeated India by four 
wickets in the third and final 
match, played at Moratuwa, to take 
the 3-match series 2-1. 

While India had won the first 
match by one run, it lost the second 
match by eight runs. 
England'Australia Test match 
series 

Sixth Match: England's crick¬ 
eters won their first game for over 
a year, when they bowled Australia 
for 229 to win the sixth Test by 
161 runs. 

England had been 4-0 down 
and had already lost die six-Test 
series. 

The last time that England had 
won a match against Australia was 


at Melbourne in December 1986. 
Sri Lanka-S. Africa Test series 
Fi»t Test: Set a daunting target 
of 365 runs, Soudi Africa nnisl^ 
on 251 for seven. The match thus 
ended in a tame draw. 

Another Kapil record 

HEN Kapil bowled die fourdi 
delivery of his second over on 
the penultimate day of the third 
and final Test against Sri Lanka at 
Colombo on August 8, 1993, he 
eclipsed the record of former West 
Indian cricketer Lance Gibbs, who 
had sent down 27,115 deliveries in 
79 Tests. Kapil now holds the record 
of sending down the maximum 
number of deliveries in Test cricket, 

HOCKEY 

Women's champions' trophy 

A ustralia defeated Nether¬ 
lands to become the first side 
to defend successfully die women's 
champions' trophy. 

Intercontinental Cup qualifying 
tournament 

OUTH Korea defeated Spain to 
secure the first place. India 
finished third with a victory over 
Argentina. 

The top six teams of the tour¬ 
nament have qualified to participate 
in the 1994 World Cup. 

Women's Federation Cup 
NI^AN Railways regained the 
Federation Cup after a gap of 
one year when they defeated Punjab 
in the final held at New Delhi. 

WRESTLING 

Commonwealth championship 
OSTS Canada won die team 
tide at the championship which 
concluded in Victoria on August 
14, 1993. India secured the second 
position. 

For India Ramesh Kumar and 
Ashok Kumar bagged golds in die 
48 and 57 kg categories, respecdvely. 
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WHO'S WHO 


Appointments Etc 


Appointed; Elected Etc 

King Albert 11: He has been appointed 
as the new King of Belgium. 

Gonzalo Sanchez de Lozada: He has been 
appointed as 78th President of Bolivia. 

Juan Carlos Wasmosy: He is the first 
democratically elected civilian President of 
Paraguay. 

Rober Malval: He has been appointed 
Prime Minister of Haiti. 

Radha Malik: He is the new Prime 
Minister of Algeria. 

One Tens Cheoiig: He is the first directly 
elected resident of Singapore. 

Dr A.R. Kidtvai: He has been appointed 
Governor of Bihar. He replaces Mohd Shafl 
Qureshi who has assumed full responsibility 
as Governor of Madhya Pradesh. 

K.V. Raghunatha: He has been appoint¬ 
ed Governor of West Bengal. 

Romesh Bhandari: He has been appoint¬ 
ed Governor of Tripura. 

U Gen V.K. Nayar (retd): He has been 
appointed Governor of Manipur. 


AUGUST 

14—Militants gun down fifteen bus 
passengers near Sarthan in 
kishtwar area of Doda district 
in Jammu & Kashmir. 

17— Ten armymen are among twen¬ 
ty people killed in Kashmir val¬ 
ley. 

18— Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao declares that India will not 
bow to any pressure and will 
press aheaa with its missile and 
space programmes. 

—In a historic judgement, the 
Supreme Court of India orders 
that admission of non-criminal 
mentally ill persons to jails is 
illegal and unconstitutional. 

19— USA puts Sudan a terrorist 
State and warns Pakistan that it 
will be branded a terrorist State 
unless it halts support to terror¬ 
ists in India. 

—US Planes attack Iraqi missile 
sites. 


Pranab Mukherjee: He has been re- 
inducted in the Union Cabinet as Commerce 
Minister. 

Vice Admiral V.S. Shekhamt; He is the 
next Chief of Naval Staff of the Indian Navy. 

Lt Gen B.K.N. Ckhibber. Chief of Staff, 
Army Headquarters Western Command, he 
has taken over as the security advisor to the 
Punjab Government. 

Resigned 

Ibrahim Babangida; Nigeria's Military 
President. 

Died 

Chaudhry Brahm Prakash: Former Chief 
Minister of Dtelhi. 

Prof D.B. Dmihar: The grand old man 
of Indian Cricket. He was 101. 

N.C. Boral: An eminent exponent of 
Dhrupad and Dhamar in Hindustani vocal 
music. He was 64. 

Gundu Rao; Former Chief Minister of 
Karnataka. He was 56. 

Utpal Duli: Veteran film and theatre 
personality. He was 64. 


21—Nicaragua's Vice-President and 
dozens of other top officials are 
held hostage by masked gun¬ 
men. 

23— Prime Minister of Japan, Mr 
Hosokawa, expresses his 
government's "profound re¬ 
morse and apologies" for past 
Japanese actions "including 
agmssion and colonial rule" in 
ne^hbourlng Asian countries. 

24— The Religion Bill is put off 
indefinitely because of lack of 
majority in Lok Sabha. 

25— USA Imposes economic sanc¬ 
tions against ten Chinese com¬ 
panies and Pakistan's Ministry 
of Defence for violating the pro¬ 
visions of the international 
agreement to check the spread 
of missile technology. 

28—UN suspends trade embargo 
against Haiti. 

—President's rule in Jammu and 
Kashmir is extended by another 
six months. 


31—Pre-election violence in 
Pakistan claims 34 lives. 

—Israel approves plan for 
Palestinian autonomy in a step 
towards ending the 26 years of 
military control over the occu¬ 
pied territories. 

SEPTEMBER 

1—President Yeltsin of Russia sus- 

B ends Vice-President and the 
leputy Prime Minister on 
charges of misbehaviour and 
corruption. 

2—Nearly ten lakh bank and Insur¬ 
ance employees across the coun¬ 
try observe a day's token strike. 

4—The mainstream PLO group, 
Fatah, approves the de^ with 
Israel on Palestine self-rule. 

6—Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao arrives in China. 

7—India and China sign a land¬ 
mark agreement to reject and 
observe the Line of Actual 
Control (LAC), till a mutually 
acceptable settlement to the 
three decades-old border dis¬ 
pute is found through negotia¬ 
tions. Both countries also agree 
to reduce forces along the Mno- 
Indian border. 

8—^The Union Government accepts 
the 27 per cent job quota for the 
1200-old Other Backward 
Classes (OBCs), thus imple¬ 
menting the 1992 verdict of the 
Supreme Court. 

9—Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao arrives in South Korea, the 
first-ever visit by an Indian 
Prime Minister. 

10—^Israel and PLO formally recog¬ 
nise each other. 



EVENTS 
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Quantitative Aptitude 


yisr 

1. The value of 

(a) 3 (b) 0.3 (c) 30 (d) 300 

2. If n Is any positive Integer then 3^"-4*" Is always divisible 
by: 

(a) 7 (h) 17 (c) 112 (d) 145 

3. A man ordered 4 pairs of black socks and some pairs of 
brown socks. The price of a black pair is d ouble that of a brown pair. 
While preparing the bill, the clerk interchanged the number of blade 
aivd brown pairs by mistake which increasiki the bill by 50%. The 
ratio of the number of black and brown pair of socks in he original 
order was: 

(a) 4:1 (b) 2:1 

(c) 1:4 (<f) 1:2 

4. The sum of two numbers is 528 and their HCF is 33. The 
number of pairs of numbers satisfying the above condition is: 

(<j) 16 (b) 12 (c) 8 (<0 4 

5. A four digit number divisible by 7 becomes divisible by 3 
when 10 is added to it. The largest such number is: 

(a) 9987 (b) 9989 (c) 9996 (d) 9947 

6. Water expands of its volume as it freezes into ice. 

Tlie cubic metres of ice which can be obtained from a 55 cubic 
metres of wafer is. 

(a) 50 (b) 60 

(c) 80 (d) 75 

7. A man plants 15625 apple trees in his garden and arranges 
them so that there are as many rows as there are apple trees in the 
row, then the number of rows is: 

(fl) 125 . (b) 85 

(c) 105 (d) 136 

8. The simplification of: 

13i-l4i-{3-(2-i))] gives: 


(a) 9^ (b) 10| 


(c) 10|(d) isi 


9. The difference between the place value of 7 in 574873 is: 
(a) 69930 (b) 59930 

(f) 96390 (d) 69305 

10. The greatest number that will divide 187, 233 and 279 
leaving the same remainder in each case is: 

(a) 30 (b) 36 

(c) 46 (d) 56 

11. Gold is 19 times as heavy as water and copper is 9 times as 
heavy as water. In what ratio these be mixed to get an alloy 15 times 
as heavy as water? 

(a) 1:1 (b)2:3 

(c)l;2 (d)3:2 

12. The avra'age of Orree numbers is 135. The largest number 


it 180 tnd tht difference of the othere ie 25. The emellcet number le: 
(e) 130 (b) 123 

(e) 120 (d) 100 

13. A mencen row 9| km/hour in still wetcr end he finde that 

it takes him thrice at much time to row up then ee to row down the 
same distance in river. The speed of current is: 


(a) 3| km/hour 
(c) 14 km/hour 


(b) 3^ km/hour 
(d) 4^ km/hour 


14. The hands of a clock are 3 cm and 1 cm long respectively. 
The difference between the distances traversed by their extremities 
in 6 hours is: 


(a) 9Jlcm (b) ISTtcm (c) 24ncm 

(d) 35n cm 

15. If Rs 1066 are divided among A, B, C and D such that 
A: B 3 3; 4, B: C » 5; 6 and C: D s 7:5, who will get the ma xim urn? 

(«) B (b) A (c) C (d) D 

16. What number should be subtracted from 23,30,57 and 78, 
so that the remainders may be proportional? 

{«) 6 (b) 5 (c) 4 (d) 7 

17. A and B run round a circular garden whose circumference 
is 1200 metres at the rate of 210 m and 190 m per minute respective¬ 
ly. If they run in the opposite direction, they will meet each other in; 

(a) 2 minutes (b) 3 minutes 

(c) 30 minutes (d) 40 minutes 

IS. A foodiall team won 40% of die total number of matches it 
played during a year. If it lost 507a of the matches played and 20 
matches were drawn, die total number of matches played by the 
team during the year was: 

(a) 40 (b) 50 

(c) 100 (d) 200 

19. The average monthly salary paid to 75 employees in a 
company is Rs 1420. The average salary of 25 of them is Rs 1350 and 
that of 30 others is Rs 1425. The average salary of the remaining 
employees is: 

(a) Rs 1350 (b) Rs 1425 

(c) Rs 1500 (d) Rs 1420 

20. In a bag there are coins of 25 paise and 10 paise in the ratio 
6; 17. If bag contains Rs 16, then the number of 10 paise coins is: 

(a) 30 (b) 40 

(c) 70 (d) 85 

21. A shopkeeper first allows a discount of 207o on a certain 
variety of cloth and tlwn further gives a discount of 15% to the 
persons holding a shareholder's coupon. The total discount 
received by a person holding a shareholder's coupon would be: 

(fl) 307o <b) 32% (c) 3367o (d) 357o 

22. Mohan can do a piece of work in 40 days. He works at it 
for 5 days and th»i Sohan comes to his help and finishes it in 21 


(c) 24ncm 


CX:T0BER'93 COMPEimON master 241 



days. Hence Mohan and Sohan can do this piece of work in: 

(a) 10day.s (b) 12 days 

(c) 20 days (d) 24 days 

23. Two trains travel in opposite directions at 36 km and 45 km 
per hour and a man sitting in the slower train passes the faster train 
in 8 seconds. Length of the faster train is; 

(a) 80 m (6) 100 m 

(c) 120 m (d) 180 m 

24. A shopkeeper's charges are 20% over cost price. He allows 
his customers 10% off their bills for cash payment. His net gain per 
cent is: 

(a) 12 (b) 8 

(c) 10 (d) 15 

25. An electrical fan listed at Rs 260 is sold at a discount of 
10%. Due to off season another discount of 8% is available, then its 
selling price is: 

(a) Rs200 (6) Rs 215.28 

(c) Rs 252.72 (d) Rs 272.52 

26. A horse worth Rs 9000 is sold by A to Bat a 10% loss. Bsells 
the horse back to A at a 10% gain. The result is: 

(a) A makes no profit or loss (b) B gains Rs 900 

(c) A loses Rs 900 (d) A loses Rs 810 

27. If A takes half as long to do a piece of work as B takes and 
C does it in the same time as A and B together. If all working 
together can finish the work in 7 days, then C does the work in: 

(a) 14 days (h) 21 days 

(c) 35 days (d) 42 days 

28. A certain sum doubles itself in a period of five years at a 
certain rate of simple interest. With the same rate of interest Rs 300 
will amount to Rs 2400 in: 

(a) IS years (b) 20 years 

(c) 30 years (d) 35 years 

29. A can do a piece of work in 7 days of 9 houis each, and B 
can do it in 6 days of 7 hours each. How long will they take to do it, 

2 

working together 8^ hours a day. 


(a) 2 days 
(c) 4 days 


(b) 3 days 
(d) 4|days 


30. A retailer buys 30 pens from a wholesaler and pays equal 
to marked price of 27 pens. If he sells the pens at the mark^ price, 
his profit per cent in the transaction is: 


(«) »:^% 

(c) ll|% 


(b) 10% 
(d) 20% 



(a) 100“F,105°F (fc) 1(X)®F, 103®F 

(c) 104®F,100'’F (d) 105®F,100°F 

32. A well with an inside diameter of 8 m is 14 m deep. Eardt 
taken out of it has been spread evenly all around it to a width of 3 
m to form an embankment The height of the embankment ap¬ 
proximately is: 

(a) 0.68 m (b) 6.8 m (c) 68 m 

(d) None of these 

33. Study the following table and answer the question below: 

Student Enrolment (1980-S4) 



1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

Maharashtra 

723 

840 

900 

920 , 

925 

Kerala 

1035 

940 

1200 

1400 

1500 

Karnataka 

750 

600 

830 

575 

900 

West Bengal 

500 

550 

450 

600 

525 

Andhra Pradesh 

800 

. 840 

875 

925 

785 


In the above figure the temperature of the patient at 11.00 A.M. 
and 3.00 P.M. respectively are: 


Which of the following statements is NOT correct? 

In the year 1981, Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh hat 
same number of students 

(b) In Andhra Pradesh, there was a continuous increase ir 
the number of students except in the year 1984 

(c) In West Bengal, the number of students was the lowest ir 
all the years as compared to the other States 

(d) In Kerala, the number of students was higher in all the 
years as compared to the other' States 

.34. What sum will amount to Rs 6600 in 4 years at 8% per 
annum simple interest? ■ 

(«) Rs6000 (b) RsSOOO 

(c) Rs4000 (d) Rs6200 

35. The slant height and the diameter of a conical tomb are 
25 m and 14 m respectively. The ccx>t of polishing its curved surface 
at80paisepersq mis: 

(a) Rs4.40 (b) Rs 44.00 

(c) Rs 440.00 (d) Rs 660.00 

36. What is the speed of a car if its wheel is 0.7 m in diameter 
and makes 500 revolutions per minute? 

(a) 2.2 km/hour (b) 60 km/hour 

(c) 66 km/hour (d) 100 km/hour 

37. A sum of Rs 4000 yields a compound interest of Rs 630.50 
in 3 years, interest being compounded annually. The rate of interest 
per annum is: 

(a) 4% (b) 5% 

(c) 8% (d) 10% 

38. A rectangular carpet has an area of 60 sq. m. Its diagoruJ 
and its longer side together equal 5 times the Sorter side. The 
length of the carpet is; 

(a) 5 m (b) 12 m 

(c) 13 m (d) 143 m 

6 X10”^^ 

39. expressed in scientific notation is equal to; 

(a) 6.7x10''” (b) 67x10'*’ 

(c) 6.7xl0^‘ (d) 67x10“ 

40. The approximate product 26990 X 0.00934 to one sig¬ 

nificant figure is: 

(a) 30x10* (b) 27xl(^ 

(c) 3x10* (d) Z52X10* 
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_ COMPLETE SOLUTIONS _ 

1- (c) ^=^=^=30 

2. (b) 3*"-4^ 

Pul n = 1,3^ - 4® = 81 - 64 == 17, whkh is divisible by 17 
3*“ - 4^ is always divisible by 17 if n is a positive integer. 

3. (c) Let the no. of pairs of brown socks be X 

No. of pairs of black socks - 4 (given) 

Let the cost of brown pair be Rs y 

.-. The cost of black pair = Rs 2y 

Total cost of socks = 4x2y f xxy = Rs(8y+ xy) 

A.T.S. 

150% of (8y + xy) - 4y X X 2y 
^x(8y + xy)=4y + 2xy 

3 

or — (8 + x) = 4 + 2x (dividing by y) 

3 3 

or 12 + -X = 4 + 2 X or ^x — 2x = 4 —12 

— ^ = — 8 orx = 18 

Black pairs : brown pairs 
4:16 = 1:4 

4. (d) Sum of two nos. = 528 

Their H.C.F. = 33 

Let the two nos. be 33a and 33b where a and b are prime to 
each other i.e. they do not have any common factor other 
than 1 

enu 

.-. 33a+3S>-=528 or 33(a + b)=528 ora + b-.= ^ = 16 
a + b- 16 

The sets of values of a and b ate 
d = l,b.l5 a = 3,b=13 a = .5,b = ll a=7,b.^9 
Witli these four sets of the values of a and b, we get four pairs 
of the nos. satisfying the given condition. 

5. (b) Largest four digit no. = 9999 

Wh«.*n we didivc 9999 by 7, the remainder = 3 
I.acgest four digit no. divisible by 7 = 9999 — 3 = 99% 

The given condition is, when 10 added to the reqd. no. it 

becomes divisible by 3 

.-.The reqd. four digit na = 9996— 7 = 9989 

(V 9989 +10 = 9999 which Ls divisible by 3) 

6. (h) = 

Expansion = ^% of 55 = ^% of 55 = ^ XX 55 
= 5 cu.m 

Cubic metres of ice which can be obtained 
from 55 cubic metres of water = 55 + 5 = 60cum 

7. (a) Na of apple trees = 15625 

Na of rows = No. of ap ple trees in a tow 
.’. No. of rows V15625 = 125 

8. (b) ]3l-l4|-|3-(2-|))] 

= f.f|_,3-(2-i;» = f-(|-13-|,J 

27 , 9 3 , 27 6 21 ,-1 

-y-[2-2^®y~2*y“^®2 

9. (a) Placevalueoflst7ln574873 = 70000 

Place value of And 7 in 574873 = 70 
Difference * 70000 - 70 = 69930 


10. (c) GivmtK».aiel87, 233 and 279 


233 

279 

279 

-187 

-233 

-187 

“IS 

IS 

55 


The reqd. tto. = H.CF. of46,46 arid 92 = 46 

11. (d) Let the weight of some vol. of water be x gm. 

The weight of the same vol. of gold = 19x gm. 
and the weight of the same vol. of copper = 9x gm. 

As we have to get an alloy 15 times as heavy as water, there¬ 
fore, 

15x- 9x:19x-15x 
6x: 4x or 3: 2 

12. (d) The average of 3 nos. - 135 

Total sum of 3 nos. = 135 X 3 = 405 
Largest no. = 180 
Let the other two nos. be a and b 
d + b = 4(B-180.= 225(0 
a — b = 25 (given) (ii) 

Subtracting (ii) from (0 we get b = 100 

1 28 

13. (d) Rowing speed in still water ^ km/hr 

Let the speed of current be x km/hr. 

2fi 

Rowing .spieed downstream = (--- + x) km/hr. 

28 

Rowing sp)eed up.stream = (— — x) km/hr. 

T -- ^ Let tire distance covered be D km. 


Time taken to row up = 3 x Time taken to mw down 
D D 

"28— - 3. 28 
*:r 

3 3 

28 ,, 28 , 

-3- + * = 3(--x) 

^+jr = 28-3* or4x=28--^- = ^ 

3 3 3 

56 1 14 .2 

X = -—>< T = = 4:r 

3 4 3 3 


14. (d) The hartds of a clock are 3 cm and 1 cm long 

The angle described by hour hand in 12 hours = 360 

360 

In 6 hours, the angle described = x 6 *180 = jt radiatrs 

For hour imtd, radius = r = 1 cm; 6 =)i radians. 

Distance traversed by the extremity of an hour hand 

= 1X X = xcm. (^ = 0, / = rO) 

For minute hand r = 3 cm. 

In 1 hr. angle describixl = 2 n radians 
.-. In 6 hrs the angle described = 2x x 6 = 12 x radians 
0 = 12 X radiatrs. 

.-. The distance traversed by minute hand 
= 3 X12 X = 36 X cm. 

Difference = 36 x—x = 35 xcm. 

15. (c) Total money = Rs 1066 

A:B:C A:B:C:D 

3:4 15 : 20 : 24 

5:6 7:5 

15 : 20 : 24 105 : 140 ; 168 ; 120 

Ratio of shares of A, B, C and D = 105:140: 168 : 120 
.'. C will get the maximum. 

16. (a) Let x be subtracted from 23, 30, 57 and 78 so that the 

remainders may be proportional. 
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. 57-y 

■■ 30-r“^-.r 

or23 x 78-101x-x^ = 30x57-87x -x^ 
or -14x = 30x57 -23 x 78 


-14x-3(S70 - 598)= -84 
xb6 

17. (b) Circumference ofa circular garden* 1200m 
A'a speed = 210 m/minute 
D't speed = 190 m/mlnutc 
Let the time after which they meet be = x minutea 
Distance = ipced x time 
A.T.S. 

210x^l90x-1200 
400x «1200 
X a 3 minutes. 


18. (d) Let the total no. of matches be X 
A.T.S. 

40% of X + 50% of X + 20 = X 
90 

or90%ofx + 20=x or“X + 20 = x 


^x-x = -20 

-lOx 
100 ' 

100 


= -20 


x = -20 X 


-10 


200 


x=200 

19. (c) The average monthly salary of 75 employees = Rs 1420 
Total monthly salary of 75 employees = 75 x 1420 

= Rs 106500 


Average salary of 25 employees = Rs 1350 
Total salary of 25 employees = 1350 x 25 = Rs 33750 
Average salary of 30 employees = Rs 1425 
Total salary of 30 employees = 1425 x 30 = Rs 42750 
Total salary of (25 + X) i.e. 55 employees 

= 33750 + 42750 = Rs 76500 
Total salary of remaining 20 employees 

= 106500 - 76500 = Rs 30000 
30000 

Average salary of remaining (20) employees = • 


= Rsl500 


20. (d) Total money = Rs 16 = 1600 p. 

Ratio of 25 paise coins to 10 paise coins = 6:17 
Let the no. of 25 paise coins be 6x 
.-. The no. of 10 paise coins = 17x 
A.T.S. 

6xx25 + 17xxl0=1600 
150 x + 170x= 1600 
320x = 1600 
x = 5 

No. of 10 paise coins = 17x = 17x 5 = 85 

21. (b) Let the cost of a cloth be Rs X 

1st discount = 20% 
find discount = 15% 

Cost of a cloth after both discounts 

-*(1 ioo ) 0 -^ 0 o ) 100 ^100 *^100 

Total d.scount = x-:^ = Rs~ 


%age of total discount = 


32£ 

100 


X 100 = 32 


22. (d) Mohan can do a work in 40 da)rs 
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Mdian’s one day's work = 

40 

Mohan's5days' work = ^x5 = | 

1 7 

Remaining work * ^" g ■ g 

7 

- of work is done by Mohan and Sohan in 21 days 

O 

.-. The whole of the work will be done by both in 21 x 

■ 24 days. 

23. id) Speed of 1st train ■ 36 km/hr. 

Speed of 2nd train ■ 45 km/hr. . 

As they are moving in opposite direction 
.*. Total speed « 36 4 45 ■ 81 km/hr. 

■ aix-^-y m/sec. 

As a man sitting in the slower train passes the faster train in 

8 secs. 

45 

Length of the faster train = ~ x 8 ■ 180 m. 


24. (6) Let the CP. be Rs 100 

As the shopkeeper charges '20% over C.P. 

His charges = 100 + M = Rs 120 
Discount = 10% 

Sale price - ^ x 120 = Rs 108 

Gain = 108 -100 = 8 

Gatn = —xia) = 8 

8% gain. 

25. (6) M.P.offan = Rs260 

1st discount = 107a 
Ilnd disrount = 87a 

s'" 

26. (d) Cost of a horse = Rs 9000 

Loss = 107o 

on 

S.P. of a horse for A = 9000 x = Rs 8100 

As D sells the horse back to A at a gain of 10% 
S.P of a horse for B = CP. of a horse for A 


li 


Rs8910 

A loses Rs 8910 - 8100 = Rs 810 
27. (a) Let the time taken by Bio finish the work be X days 

.-. B's one day's work = ~ 

As A takes half as long to do a piece of work as B 
1 2 

.-. A's one day's work = 2 x -=— 

A.T.S. 

12 3 

C's one day's work = - + - = - 

AU working together can finteh the work in 7 days 

.•. Their one day's work = j 

12 3 1 6 1 

- + — + — = —or— = 

X X X 7 X 7 

x = 42 

3 3 1 

C's one day's work = - ■ = T; 

^ X 42 14 


CDitv 



C will do the work in 14 days. 

28. (d) LetP=R8lOO A=>2xl00-Ss200 

.*.S.I.>200-100>iRslOO 

TaSyears 

„ S./.X100 100x100 „„ 

^“~P7f"”l00^“20 

R>20%p.a. P«Rs300 
A=iRs2400 SI = 2400 - 300-Rs 2100 
S./.X100 2100x100 .. 
^““P7^“l00x'2b“^ 

Time » 35 years. 

29. {b) A can do a piece of work in 7 days of 9 hours each 

Acan do a piece of work in 7x 9 * 63 hours 

A's one hour's work = 

03 

B can do a piece of work in 6 x 7 = 42 hours 
B's one hour's work = 

42 

115 

In 1 hour, A and B can do a work “ ^ 

126 

.■. A and B together can do a work in -g- hours 

2 42 

Time taken by both working together 8r i.e. -r hours a day 


“5 5 ' 

126 42 

° 5 5 ' 


30. (c) Let the M.P. of 1 pen be Re 1 
M.R of 27 pens - Rs 27 
M.P. of 3 pens ■ Rs 3 
C.P. of 30 pens ■ M.P. of 27 pees « Rs 27 
Profit ■ M.P. of 3 pens - Rs 3 


Profit %»~x 100' 
27 


100 „1 
nr-”? 


31. (d) Temp, at 11.00 A.M. = 105“F 

Temp, at 3.00 P.M.= lOO'F 

lb find the temp, at 3.00 P.M. firemr the graph, we draw a line 
perpendicular to fire horizontal line at a point corrosponding 
to 3.00 P.M. From the point, where the perpendicular line 
meets the graph, we draw a horizontal line. Fnam the point, 
wl\ere this horizontal line meets the veritcai line (given in the 
graph), we note tlie temp. 

32. {b) Diameter of a well a 8 m 

Radius n 4 m. Depth 14 m. 

Vol. of earth dug out»>cr*h ^ x 4* x 14 ■ 704 m^ 

r = Width of an embankment * 3m. 

R=3+4»7m 

Ama over which earth taken out from well has been spread 
= «R^-itr*= x(R^-r^) 

= y (7^ - 4*) = ^ X (4^16)= (y X 33 )m* 


Height of an embankment = 
704 


vol. of earth dug c 
Ana # 




33. (c) Statement (c) is not correct. 

34. (6) Let P => Rs 100 R = 8% p.a, T = 4 years 

g, PxRxT 100x8x4 _ 

A = P + S.I. = Rs 100 + Rs 32 = Rs 132 


IfAsRsl32, thenPaRslOO 
IfA = Rel, thenP = |g 

If A = Rs6600, thenP = ^x6600« RsSOOO 

35. (c) Slant height of a conical tomb s/b 25m 

14 

Diameter»14m .•. RadiusBrs^r^^Fm 

2 

C.S.A. of a conical tomb B nrf *y x7x2S«550m* 

Cost of polishing its curved surface 

An 

* 550x^-Rs440 

36. (c) Diameter of the wheel of a cars 0.7 m 

Radius * — m 

22 07 22 

Cltaimference =* 2nr«2xyx~a“m 

22 

Distance ajvered in 1 revolution » circumiierence = "Jq 
D istance covered in 500 revolutions 
= 500 x~ = U00m 
T B1 minute = 60 secs. 

Speed of a car » y ■ yy ■ y m/ sec. 

= y X y ■ 66 km/hr. 

37. (b) P = Rs4000 CIbR8630.50 

A B PCl B 4000-f 630.50 B Ra 4630.50 
Time«3year8 

A.P(1 + 4)« 

4630,50.4000 (I 

463050 . r ,3 

4000x100"' 100' 

9261 r ,3 

8o65-”*ioo> 

'20^ '*^100^ 

. i*JL M 21 , ± 

■•* 100 20 "^ 100 " 20**"20 

r = ^ X100.5 Rate = 5% p.a. 

38. Area of a rectangular carpet = 60 sq. m. 

A.T.S. 

d + / = 5b.'. d = 5b- / 

Area = IxbB60 .-.bB y 
Alsod^-.l^ + b^ 

(5b-/)^ = /^ + b^ or25b^ + /*-10b/ = i^ + b^ 

24b^ = 10b/or ^ = I 

IJx^B/orl^.W .-./.ITm 
Length of the carpet = 12m 

39. (a) = 1X10"* = 0.67 xlO'^'’. 6.7x10*^* 

9xl0“ 3 

40. (d) 26990 x 0.00<^ = 252.07660 = 2.5207660x10* 

= 2.52xl0*(app.) 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


GENERAL AWARENESS 


1. Thp Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs 
(CCEA) recently announced the minimum support price of 
the aimmon variety of paddy for the 1993-94 kharif season at: 

(a) Rs300 (b) Rs3]0 (c) Rs320 (d) Rs330 

2. Kiichi Miyazawa, who resigned recently, was Prime 
Minister of; 

(a) Indonesia (h) Singapore (c) Japan 
(d) S. Korea 

3. Which ruling political party of Japan lost its absolute 
majority, for the first time in 38 years, in the elections held on 
July 18,1993? 

(a) Democratic Party 
(f>) Labour Democratic Party 
(c) Conservative Party 
(if) Liberal Democratic Party 

4. 1NSAT-2B, India's multipurpose indigenously built 
second generation satellite, was successfully launched on 
July 23,1993, from: 

(a) Sriharikola (l>) Chandipur-on-Sea 
(c) Kourou Islands, French Guiana 
((f) Bangalore 

5. The Constitution (80th Amendment) Bill relates to: 
(a) corruption in government offices 

(1>) bat\irit\g religious Ixidies 

(c) de-linking religion from politics 

(if) protecting mosques in India 

6. Which two of the following are correct alx>ut Aung 
San Suu Kyi: 

(a) She is opposition leaderof Myanmarundcrarrest 

(b) She is a Nobel laureate 

(c) She is former Prime Minister of Myanmar 
(if) She is a communist leader 

7. In which States, Assembly elections are due to be 

held? 

(a) Assam, West Bengal, Bihar, Orissa 

(b) Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, 
Maharashtra 

(f) Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, 
Hiniachal Pradesh 

(d) Punjab, Haryana, Gujarat, Maharashtra 

8. Ruins of four ancient Maya civilization centres 
which flourished between 1000 B.C.-1500 A.D (an unex¬ 
plored region of Maya Mountains) have been recently dis¬ 
covered in: 

(a) Mexico (b) India (c) Greece (d) Egypt 

9. Tile 250-year-old Quila Mubarak is in: 

(a) Sangrur (b) Amritsar (c) TamTaran 
(d) Patiala 

10. Which company has recently agreed to buy out 
Voltas' entire stake of Rs 35.5 crore in Pepsi Food Ltd (PEL) 
, for Rs 49 crore? 

(ii) HindujasLtd (b) Campa Cola International 
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(c) Pepsi Cola International 

(d) Limca International 

11. Article 324 of the Constitution vests the Election 
Commission with; 

(a) discipliiury jurisdiction 

(b) superintendence, direction and control of elec¬ 
tions 

(c) unbridled powers while conducting the elections 

(d) power to deploy forces 

12. Which of the following statements is true about the 
officers and staff requisitioned for election duty by the Elec¬ 
tion Commission? 

(a) They are paid their salary by the Election Com¬ 
mission 

(b) They cease to be government servants 

(c) They are not governed by special enactments and 
rules of service 

(d) They are deemed to be on deputation 

13. Tlie Interim Test Range (ITR) famed for providing 
test launching facilities to India's most advanced missiles like 
"Agni", "Prithvi", "Nag" and "Trishul" is at: 

(a) Hassan (b) Visakhapatnam (c) Tliumba 
(if) Chandipur-on-Sea 

14. Bhagyashree Tliipsay is assixriated with: 

(a) Chess (b) Badminton (c) Tennis 

(d) Women's basketball 

15. Biha r's Jharkhand region comprises; 

(a) 10 districts (b) 12 districts (c) 15 districts 
(d) 18 districts 

16. Ustad Zia Farukddin Dagar is associated with: 

(ii) Dhrupad (b) Khayal (c) Thumri 
(d) Bhairavi 

17. According to a study conducted by a renowned on¬ 
cologist Dr B. Mohanty, a majority of cancer patients in Orissa 
suffer from quid bed or qral cancer as a result of: 

(ij) chewing paan (betel) (b) smoking 

(c) drinking wine (d) over-indulgence 

18. Under the Gold Bond Scheme, how much worth of 
gold has been acquired till August 6, 1993, according to 
Finance Minister Matunohan Singh? 

(a) RsX400 crore (b) Rs 1,500 crore 

(c) RsTfiOO crore (d) Rs 1,700 crore 

19. Subemarekha multi-purpose project is aided by: 

(a) World Bank (b) I.M.F. (c) U.S.A. 

(d) U.K. 

20. "like Water for Chocolate" is a; 

(a) book (b) film (c) 'painting 
(d) brand name of whisky 

21. Which country's parliament voted on A^ust 4, 
1993, approving an electoral reform that should in a few 
months consign a discredited political system to obfivion? 

(a) Jordan (b) Italy (c) Greece 



r (d) Myanmar 

22. In which Indian State, a 1000 to 2000 years old 
■ M^lithic burial site has been discovered recently: 

(a) Haryana (b) Kerala (e) Andhra Pradesh 
(d) Gujarat 

23. Malavika Sarukkai is classical dancer known for: 

(a) Bharatnatyam (b) Odissi (c) Kathak 
(d) Kuchipudi 

24. Which Hindi film was in the news for having its 
controversial song "Choli ke pichhe kiya hai" (what is 
beneath the blouse)? 

(a) Betaab (6) Hum Hain Rahi Pyar Ke 
(c) Khalnayak (d) Sahibaan 

25. India's exports during the first quarter of 1993-94 
have recorded (in dollar terms) a growth of: 

(a) 15% (b) 21% (c) 27% (d) 28% 

26. Ms Medha Patkar is leader of: 

(a) the Adivasis of Gujarat 

(b) the Scheduled Trib^ of Maharashtra 

(c) Narbada Bachao Andolan 

(d) the Scheduled Castes of Tamil Nadu 

27. Film city is being built at a cost of Rs 14.93 crore in: 

(a) Bombay (b) Madras (c) Delhi 
(d) Calcutta 

28. Glavkosmos is: 

(a) US space company 

(b) Russian space agency 

(c) U.K.'s satellite launch station 

(d) France's satellite launch vehicle 

29. The Master Control Facility of the Indian Space Re¬ 
search Organisation (ISRO) is at: 

(a) Sriharikota (b) Thumba (c) Hassan 
(d) Chandipur-on-Sea 

30. Leader of Oppoation in the Lok Sabha is: 

(a) L.K.Advani 

(b) Atal Behari Vajpayee 

(c) MurliManohar Joshi 

(d) K.L.^arma 

31. Which country has expressed readiness to supply 
uranium fuel for Indian nuclear power plants in the form of 
uranium oxide or uranium pallets? 

(a) Russia (b) France (c) China 
(d) Kazakhstan 

32. The $ 30/X)0 Ramon Magsaysay Award for com¬ 
munity leadership has been awarded this year to; 

(a) Abdurrahman Wahid, an Indonesian Muslim 
scholar 

(b) Ncburulwamura of Japan 

(c) Vo Tory Kuan of Vietnam 

(d) MsBanooCoyajioflndia 

33. The British Parliament on July 2,1993, ratified foe 
historic Indo-British extradition treaty u^ering in a new era 
of bi-lateral cooperation between the two countries in: 

(a) ccxnbating international terrorism 

(b) combating terrorists infiltrated into Kashmir by 
Pakistan 

(c) combating with the mafia gang engaged in smug¬ 
gling 

(d) helping in investigatinn against eorrupticm and 
pay-(^ indulged by 'h%h-up bureaucrats and 


businessmen of both countries 

34. Kourou Islands (French Guiarra) is in: 

(a) North America (b) South America 

(c) France (d) Germany 

35. India's third water sports complex is coming up at: 

(a) Chandigarh 

(b) Jagatpur near Cuttack in Orissa 

(c) AUeppey in Kerala 

(d) Port Blair in Andaman Islands 

36. Is "right to work" a fundamental right? 

(a) Yes (b) No 

(c) under active consideration (d) can't say 

37. The total foreign debt on March 31, 1992, as per 
revised classification was: 

(a) $ 50.35 bilUon (b) $ 60.35 billion 
(c) $ 70.35 billion (d) $ 80.35 billicnt 

38. The Chief Justice of India at present is; 

(a) M.N. Venkatachaliah (b) G. Ramaswamy 
(c) Lalit Mohan Sharma (d) C. Rangarajan 

39. Why was Medha Patkar, the "Narmada Bachao An¬ 
dolan" leader, in the news recently? 

(fl) She threatened to perform "Jal Samadhi" 

(b) ^e was beaten by the police 

(c) She went on hunger stike 

(d) She gave a fiery speech inciting the people to 
revolt against the authorities 

40. The aim of the YEH (Youth Ending Hunger), a global 
movement of young people, aims to; 

(a) eradicate illiteracy 

(b) eradicate poverty 

(c) eradicate corruption 

(d) eradicate inequality 

41. Which tribal community is engaged in an ethnic war 
of attrition in the Manipur hills bordering Myanmar? 

(a) Nagas (b) Kukis (c) Mizos 
. (d) Kadiaris 

42. The world's most powerful radio telescope at 
metrewave length called GMRT (Giant Metrewavc Radio 
Telescope), an array of 30 saucer-shaped dish antennas, laid 
out in a y-shaped formation over a ^ sq km area, has been 
set up nean 

(a) Khoddad, 80 km north of Pune 

(b) Kodaikanal (c) Trombay 
(d) KanyaKumari 

43. The real (parental) name of Swamy Chinmayanan- 
da, well-known exponent of the Bhagwat Geeta and Vcdanh'c 
philosophy, who died on August 4, 1993, at San Diego, 
California (USA), was: 

(a) Krishna Menon 

(b) Balakrishna Menon 

(c) Rajaraman Menon 

(d) Subbaskrishna Menon 

44. 1992 Olympic Games were hosted by: 

(a) Greek (b) Spain (c) Portugal 
(d) Luxumburg 

45. The first recipient of the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna 
award of 1992 is: 

(fl) Geet Sethi (b) VishwanathanAnand 

(c) Praveen Thipse 

(d) Sachin Tendulkar 
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46. Bachendri Pal is famous in which sport? 

(a) Archery 

{b) Swimrning 

(c) Athletics 

(d) Mountaineering 

47. Which one is the largest island of the world? 

(a) England 

(b) Australia 

(c) japan 

(d) Greenland 

48. What is rubber? 

(a) It is the juice of a kind of tree 

(b) It is a soft material prepared from sponge 

(c) It is the body of a kind of see animal 

(d) None of these 

49. Which one is the deepest ocean of the world? 

(a) The Atlantic Ocean 

(b) The Pacific Ocean 

(c) The Indian Ocean 

(d) The Arabian Sea 

50. Which one of the following creatures did come to the 
earth first? 

(a) Man (b) Ape man 

(c) Fish (d) Monkey 

51. 'Ashes' is the term associated with whidh of the 
following sports? 

(a) Football (b) Hockey 

(c) Basketball (d) Cricket 

52. Chingez Khan was a; 

(a) Turk (b) Mongol 

(c) Persian (d) None of these 

53. Original 'Ramayana' was written by: 

(a) TulsiDas (b) KlrtiDas 

(c) Kashiram Das (d) Valmiki 

54. Telescope is used for: 

(a) observing distant objects 

(b) measuring minute detail 

(c) observing small objects 

(d) measuring time 

55. Comets are: 

(a) celestial bodies 

(b) hand grenades 

(c) pistols 

(<0 None of these 

56. What is the length of each stump in the cricket? 

(a) 2 ft 

W zift 

(c) 28 inches 

(d) 32 inches 

57. Our National Anthem is: 

(a) VandeMataram 

(b) Sare Jahan Se Achcha 

(c) jhanda Uncha Rahe Hamara 

(d) JanaGanaMana 

58. Wimbledon is a place connected with: 

(a) Badminton (b) Table Tennis 

(c) Lawn Tennis (d) Cricket 

59. Of the following which traveb fastest in air? 


(a) Sound (b) Light 

(c) Aeroplane (d) Rocket 

60. What elements combine to form water? 

(a) Oxygen and carbon-dioxide 

(b) Hydrogen and oxygen 

(c) Hydrogen and nitrogen 

(d) Ncme of these 

61. Avariety of glass used for optical purposes contains: 

(a) sand and salt 

(b) sand and alkali 

(c) quartz and mica 

(d) lead silicate ' 

62. Pure gold is: 

(a) as hard as steel 

(b) softer than steel 

(c) harder than steel 

63. Air contains: 

(fl) nothing but oxygen 

(b) nothing but nitrogen 

(c) the mixture of oxygen, nitrogen and other gases 

(d) the mixture of oxygen and nitrogen only 

64. Albert Einstein was a; 

(a) chemist (b) biologist 

(c) physicist (d) physician 

65. Who discovered the law of gravitation? 

(a) Pavlov (b) Einstein 

(c) Newton (d) Dalton 

66. Y.M.C.A. means: 

(a) Young Men's Christian Association 

(b) Young Member's Cricket Association 

(c) Young Men's Cricket Association 

(d) Young Members of Christian Association 

67. What does I.F.A. stand for? 

(d) Indian Air Force 

(b) Indian Fertilizer Assixiation 

(c) Indian Football Asstxiation 

(d) International Food Association 

68. Chief mineral product of West Bengal is; 

(a) Coal (b) Manganese 

(c) Dolomite (d) Copper 

69. Farakka Barrage has been constructed on: 

(a) Damodar (b) Ganga 

(c) Ajay (d) Mayurakshi 

70. The normal temperature of the human body in nor¬ 
mal health is: 

(a) 96'’F (b) 98-F 

(c) 98.4''F (d) 96.4‘‘F 

71. Atmospheric pressure is measured by: 

(a) chronometer (b) barometer 

(c) Microscope (d) Thermometer 

72. What is the modem name of M)rsore State? 

(a) Tamil Nadu (b) Andhra Pradesh 

(c) Telengana (d) Karnataka 

73. Who are Red Indians? 

(a) The oldest tribal people of fcuth India 

(b) Tribal inhabitants of Africa 

(c) Original inhabitants of America 

(d) None of these 

74. What is a bat? 
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(fl) A bird (b) An animal 

(c) A mammal (d) None of these 

75. Which of the following animals is dunib? 

(o) Deer (b) Giraffe 

(c) Yak id) Stag 

76. The name of Pandit Ravi Sankar is associated with 
which of the following musical instrument? 

(a) Sarod (6) Veetw 

(c) Sitar (d) Violin 

77. Which of the following cities is the capital of Japan? 

(a) Nagasaki (1>) Kyato 

(c) Beijing (d) Tokyo 

78. The name of Prakash Padukone is associated with 
which of the following gam«? 

(a) Badminton 

(b) Table Terviis 

(c) Lawn Tennis 
id) Cricket 

79. Hirakud Dam is situated in: 

(a) Assam 

ib) West Bengal 
(c) Orissa 

id) Andhra Pradesh 

80. Who is called the Napoleon of India? 

(a) Akbar 

ib) Samudra Gupta 

(c) Ashoka 

(d) Kanishka 

81. The name of Thyagraj is associated with: 

(a) Dance (6) Veena 

(c) Songs (d) Flute 

82. In which city the Asian Games first took place? 

I (a) Beijing 

(f») Tokyo 

(c) New Delld 

(d) Kuala Lumpur 

83. 26th January is India's: 

(a) Independence Day 

(b) Republic Day 

(c) Revolution Day 

(d) Parliament Day 

84. In which one of the following States of India is the 
percentage of literate persons the higl^t? 

(a) West Bengal ib) Punjab 

(c) Kerala (d) Tamil Nadu 

85. Who was India's first President? 

(a) Jawahar Lai Nehru 

(b) Rajendra Prasad 

(c) Rajagopalachari 

(d) None of these 

j 86. Vitamin A is found in: 

(a) carrot , ib) fish 

i (c) tomato (d) Ncme of these 

j 87. Vitamin B is found in: 

I (a) Yeast ib) carrot 

! (c) tomato id) Ncme of these 

I 88. What is the term for the non-permanent members of 
I Security Council? 

i (a) 2 years ib) 3 years 

(c) 5 years (d) N<me of these 


, 89. Pimpri in Maharashtra is famous for manufacturing: 
(a) Photo him 
ib) Penicillin 
(c) Automd?ile 
id) None of these 

90. Khetri in Rajasthan is hunous for manufacturing: 

(a) copper (li) zinc 

(c) iron (d) None of these 

91. India's first satellite was sent into space in: 

(fl) 1975 ib) 1974 

(c) 1976 id) 1960 

92. India's first nuclear reactor was commissioned in: 

fl) 1956 ib) 1966 

c) 1973 id) 1980 

93. Which is the world's largest delta? 

(fl) Tames 

(b) Sunderbatts ^ 

(c) Ganga 

(d) Narmada 

94. The 8th five-year plan began on: 

(fl) 1st April 1990 

ib) 1st April 1991 
(c) 1st April 1992 
id) None of these 

95. Who is the leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha? 

(fl) Jaipal Reddy 

ib) Sikander Bakht 
(c) V.P. Singh 
id) L.K. Advani 

96. Who is the writer of "Life Divine"? 

(fl) M.K. Gandhi 

ib) Aurobindo Ghosh 

(c) Vivekanand 

(d) Radhakrishnan 

97. "Sakharam Binder" has been written by: 

(fl) Khushwant Singh 

ib) Vijay Terdulkar 
(c) Thaicrey 
id) None of these 

98. Ruknnani Devi is related to: 

(fl) Painting ib) Music 

(c) Dar»:ing (d) Theatre 

99. Vijay Mehta is related to; 

(fl) Painting ib) Theatre 

(c) Dancing id) Literature 

100. Who wrote Ramacharitnumas? 

(fl) Valmiki 

(It) Tulsidas 

(c) Kalidas 

(d) None of these 

101. Olympic Games in 1992 were held in: 

(fl) Spain ib) Prance 

(c) C^rmany (d) Japan 

102. Thomas Cup is related to: 

(fl) Badmintcm ib) Table Tennis 

(c) Football (d) Cricket 

103. Harshvardhana was defeated by; 

(fl) Chandragupta n 

ib) Rudravarman 
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(c) I’ulakesinll 

(d) Norx* of these 

104. Santosh trophy is related to; 

(ii) Cricket 

(f>) Golf 

(r) FcH)tball 

id) None of these 

105. Which Moghul King fell down from ladder and 
died? 

(</) Akbar (b) Jehangir 

(c) Humayun (if) Shahjehan 

106. What is the literacy rate of Madhya Pradesh? 

(n) 41% (h) 42% 

(c) 4.5.5% {d) 45% 

107. Gandhi Sagar Dam is on the rivei: 

(n) Narmada 

(b) Tapti 

(c) Chambal 
(J) Botwa 

108. What is the unit of electricity ri*sistance? 

(n) Ampere 

(/)) Volt 
{(•) Ohm 

(d) None of these 

UW. Who was the Ciovernor-General of India during 
t857 mutiny? 

(a) Lord Bentinck 

(b) Lord Canning 

(c) Lord Wellington 

(d) Noneofthes<! 

110. Who was the British Prime Minister at the time of 
India's Independenct'? 

(n) Allee 

(b) Churchill 
(f) Koost'velt 

(d) None of these 

111. Wln> won the 1092 Nobel Peace Prize? 

{(i) George Bush 

(b) Mc^ther Teresa 

(c) U N. Peace Keeping Force 
(ti) Ms Rigoberta Menchu 

112. Which w'as India's first movie? 

(rt) Raja 1-Iarishch7»iidra 

(h) Alamara ^ 

(c) Jehan-Ara 
{d) None of those 

115. Boundary of Madhya Pradesh touches; 

(fl) 5 States (b) 6 States 

(c) 7 States (d) None of these 

j 114. Kuchipudi is a dance style bedonging to which 
; Stale: 

(n) Orissa 

(I)) Andhra Pradesh 
(cj Tamil Nadu 
Kerala 

115. Which of the following elements affect nervous sys- 
I tern? 

(a) .Zinc 
ib) Copper 
(c) Sodium 


(d) Magnesium 

116. The United Nations (Organisation) was established 
m: 

(a) 1945 

(b) 1946 

(c) 1947 

(d) 1950 

117. The width of Broad Gague railway line is: 

(a) 3 feet 3 inches 

(b) 5 feet 4 inches 

(c) 8 feet 

(d) None of these 

118. What is the growth rate per annum opted in the 8th 

Five-Year Plan? * 

(a) 4% 

(b) 4.5% 

(c) 5.6°/. 

(d) 6% 

119. Pakistan got independence on: 

(a) 15th Aug 1947 

(b) 16 th Aug 1947 

(c) 14th Aug 1947 

(d) None of these 

120. Ghana kya's other name was: 

(a) Chandragupla 

(b) Nanda 
(t) Kautilya 

(d) None of these 

121. France has: 

(a) Presidential system 

(b) Parliamentary system 

(c) Mixed system 

(d) None of these 

122. Who first di.scovered the sea route to India? 

(a) Sumerians 

(b) Americans 

(c) Portuguese 

(d) None of these 

123. First air flight in India was from: 

(a) Bombay to Karachi 

(b) Bombay to Delhi 
(f) Delhi to Karachi 

(d) None of these 

124. Who was the first Law Minister after India's Inde¬ 
pendence? 

(a) K.M. Munshi 

(b) Sardar Patel 

(c) B.R. Ambedkar 

(d) None of these 

125. Gandhi-lrwin Pact was signed in: 

(a) 1930 

(b) 1931 

(c) 1935 
id) 1933 

126. What is distance of earth from the sun? 

(a) 150 million km 

(b> 108 million km 

(c) 228 million km 

(d) 778 million km 

127. Which one of the following is not a kharif crop? 
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(o) Rice (b) Mustard 

(c) Millet (d) None of these 

128. At which place did Buddha get enlightenment? 

(a) Sarnath 

(b) Lumbini 

(c) Gaya 

(d) Patiw 

129. National emblem lion has been taken from pillar of 
Ashuka which is at: 

(а) Sanchi 

(б) Raipur 

I (c) Sarnath 

I (d) None of these 

I 130. How many countries are there in SAARC? 
i («) 5 (b) 6 

I (c) 7 (d) 8 


_ ANSWERS _ 

I. (fl) (New Paddy support price for 1993-94 kharif season: 

(0 For common variety: Rs 310 
(ii) For fine variety: Rs 330 
(Hi) For superfine variety: Rs 350 
It is up by Rs 40, Rs 50 and Rs 60 respectively 
from 1992-93.) 

2. (c) (The new Prime Minister of Japan is Marihiro 

Hosokawa. Mr Hosokawa heads a coalition 
government. He is 79th Prime Minister of Japan.) 

3. (d) 4. (c) 5. (f) 6. (fl) and (b) 

7. (c) 8. (fl) 9. (d) 10. (c) 

II. (b) 12. (d) 

13. (d) (It is in Orissa's Balasore district.) 

14. (fl) (She is Asian Champion in women's chess.) 

15. (d) 16. (fl) 17. (fl) 

18. (c) (In terms of quantity, the gold acquired was 41 

tonnes against the 50-tonne target.) 

19. (fl) 

20. (b) (It is a film in which Actress Claudette Maille 

and handler ride nude on horse back. The movie 
is the highest grossing foreign language film of 
the decade.) 

21. (b) 

22. (b) (at Arippa in Kollam district which has one of 

the largest collections of megaiithic cultural 
materials, implements, pottery, ornaments, bones 
and food-materials.) 

Z3. (fl) 

24. (c) (The film "Khalnayak" is directed by Subhash 

Ghai. The background singer of "Choli" song is 
Ha Arun. The heroine of the film is Madhuri Dixit 
and hero Sanjay Dutt.) 

25. (c) 26. (c) 27. (b) 28. (b) 

” (c) 30. (3) 31. (d) 

32. (fl) (IVofe:TheMagsaysay Awadforpub/icsem/cehas 

been awarded to Ms Banoo Coyaji, an Indian 
doctor.) 


33. (fl) 

.34. 

(b) 

35. (b) 

36. 

(b) 

37. (f) 

38. 

(«) 

39. (fl) 

40. 

(b) 

41. (b) 

42. 

(a) 

43. (b) 

44. 

(b) 

45. (b) 

46. 

(d) 

47. (d) 

48. 

(ft) 

49. (b) 

50. 

(f) 

51. (d) 

52. 

(b) 

53. (d) 

54. 

(«) 

55. (fl) 

56. 

(c) 

57. (d) 

58. 

(c) 

59. (b) 

60. 

(b) 

61. (d) 

62. 

(b) 

63. (c) 

64. 

(c) 

65. (c) 

66. 

(«) 

67. (f) 

68. 

(«) 

69. (b) 

70. 

(c) 

71. (b) 

72. 

(rf) 

73. (f) 

74. 

(«) 

75. (b) 

76. 

(c) 

77. (d) 

78. 

(«) 

79. (c) 

80. 

(h) 


81. (c) (1 lis mother tongue was Tamil but he composed 

his songs in Tclugu) 

82. (c) 83. (b) 84. (c) 85. (b) 

86. (fl) 87. (fl) 88. (a) 89. (b) 

90. (fl) 

91. (a) (India entered space age by launching "Aryab¬ 

hata" on April 19,1975.) 

92. (fl) (India's first nuclear reactor "AI^ARA" was 

commissioned on August 4,1956.) 


93. 

(b) 

94. (c) 

95. 

(b) 

96. 

(b) 

97. 

(b) 

98. (r) 

9‘). 

(b) 

100. 

(b) 

101. 

('0 

102. (fl) 

103. 

(c) 

104. 

(0 

105. 

(c) 

106. (f) 

107. 

(r) 

108. 

(c) 

109. 

(b) 

no. (fl) 

111. 

(d) 




112. (fl) (It was a "silent" movie. The first "talkie" was 

"Alamara".) 

113. (c) 114. (b) 11.5. (c) 116. (fl) 

117. (b) or 1.67 metres 118. (c) 119. (c) 

120. (c) 121. (fl) 

122. (c) (Vasco da Gama, a Portuguese sailor, rounded 

the Cape of Good Hope and reached the port of 
Calicut in 1498.) 

123. (fl) (byJ.RD.Tata.) 

124. (c) 

125. (b) (The pact was signed between Mahatma Gandhi 

and Lord Irwin, then British Viceroy of India.) 

126. (fl) (The distances from the sun in million km are: 

Mercury (58), Venus (108), Earth (150); Mars (228); 
Jupiter (778); Saturn (1427); Uranus (2870); Nep- , 
tune (4500); Pluto (5970). 

/ ^ {Mi/stjrd Js d Rdbi crop, sown Jji October^ / 

November and reaped in April. Other Rabi crops 
are: wheat, gram and linseed.) 

128. (c) 129. (c) 130. (r) 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


ENGLISH LANGUAGE 


* Read the following passage care¬ 
fully and choose the most suitable 
answer to each question, for which 
four choices/altematives are given: 

When I came home from the hos¬ 
tel for the first time—I was looking 
quite pulled down and pale. There I 
had lost interest in food and this 
naturally showed in my lacklustre 
face and sunken eyes. I must have 
looked like a rogue when 1 stepped 
out of the tonga, for, father from the 
terrace showered me with his patent 
set of four-letter words, 'you buffoon, 
good-for-nothing fellow' etc... He 
was an officer, yet his stock of four- 
letter-words was rather limited and 
so he welcomed me with a softer set 
of words and did not care to see me 
again. But after the vacation when I 
set off for the hostel, there was a ser¬ 
vant walking with me w'ith a huge tin 
of home-made ghee and a large sack 
of super-fine rice. He cooked my food 
separately in the hostel. By and by he 
grew pink and hefty. 1 generally sur¬ 
vived on rice and sl^t a lot. I am 
fond of sleep till date. Once 1 slept for 
thirty six hours at a stretch. Having a 
short nap after the breakfast is my 
hobby almost, for that I have been 
missing my lunch too. At night also it 
is extremely painful for me to keep 
awake after dinner. Evenings have al¬ 
ways appeared ominous to me; so this 
part of the day I spent either in 
making preparations for the supper 
or in going ror a film-show. My inter¬ 
est in films has been of a classical 
kind in items like who has produced 
the film, who all have acted in it, etc. 
Almost the same amount of time 
which I spent in viewing a film, I 
spent in procuring information about 
these. Raising a debate and making 
an issue of non-issue is my favourite 
past-time. 

1. How did the speaker look 
like when he returned home from the 
hostel? 

{a) Worthless (b) angry 

(c) depressed (d) clownish 


2. In the tone of the father, there 

was: 

(a) warmth (b) arrogance 

(c) affection (d) taunt 

3. The speaker had come home 
due to; 

(a) homc-sickness 

(b) vacation 

(c) bad health 

(d) financial difficulties 

4. In who.se company did he 
leave for the hostel? 

(a) orderly (fc) cook 

(c) servant 

(d) maid-servant 

5. What was his hobby? 

(fl) to have a long sleep after 
lunch 

(/>) to miss his i unch once a week 
(r) to go for a long walk after 
breakfast 

(d) to enjoy a short sleep after 
breakfast 

6. How did he spend his even¬ 
ings? 

(<i) in cursing himself 

(b) in making preparations for 
supper omy 

(c) in preparing his own food 

(d) none of these 

7. What does the expression 
'classical kind' stand for? 

(a) films as pure entertainment 

(b) critical approach to films 

(c) films as a means of informa¬ 
tion and entertainment 

(d) interest in all the aspects of 
films 

8. What was his favourite past¬ 
time? 

(a) making an issue of a non-issue 

(b) teasing/provoking people for 
nothing 

(c) giving information about 
films 

(d) treating people as 'good-for- 
nothing' fellows. 

* Out of the four alternatives given 
below each word/phrase, choose the 
one which is nearest in meaning for 


the given word/phnse: 

9. pulled doum 

(a) become ugly 

(b) become weak 

(c) become miserable 

(d) become worthless 

10. setoff 

(a) invest (money) 

(b) start (business) 

(c) begin (journey) 

{d) run (race) 

11. at a stretch 

(a) peacefully 
{b) continuously 

(c) happily (d) rarely 

12. ominous 
(fl) dull . 

(b) burdensome 

(c) threatening 

(d) irritating 

* Choose the word opposite in 
meaning to the given word in the 
following questions: 

13. lacklustre 

(fl) bright (b) colourful 

(c) inspiring (d) evergreen 

14. favourite 

(fl) opportunistic 

(b) timely 

(c) bitter (d) hateful 

15. hefty 

(a) wounded (b) wretched 

(c) destitute (d) weak 

* In the following questions/sen¬ 
tences, you are to till in the blanks 
with the most suitable word. Four 
alternatives are suggested for each 
blank: 

16. Then without paying further 
_to the slogan he marched on. 

(fl) hearing (b) notice 

(c) encouragement 

(d) attention 

17. They took no notice of him 

for they were_in some serioiis 

discussion. 

(fl) engrossed (b) occupied 

(c) busy (d) lost 

18. But suddenly he felt a great 
_for a cup of tea. 
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(a) urge (b) pressure 

(c) desire (d) need 

19. The whole place looked_ 

colourful and gay. 

(a) such (b) as 

(c) so (d) much 

20. When the main door of the 

gallery opened the place rang_ 

excitement 

(a) into (b) without 

(c) within (d) with 

21. Often she used to talk in the 
_of a liberated woman. 

(a) language (b) idiom 

(c) expression (d) phrase 

22. His mind appeared to_ 

lost its capacity to think. 

(fl) be (b) have 

(c) get (d) having 

23. There were no challenges 

before her, no threats_. 

(a) neither (b) ever 

(c) either (d) even 

24. It may not be necessary to 

narrate the_worries of a family 

life that followed. 

(fl) everyday (b) daily 

(c) worldly (d) routine 

25. Thinking people want 

drama that does more than just_ 

the surface of their lives. 

(fl) strike (b) hit 

(c) skim (d) affect 

* Read the following sentences 
carefully and find out which part of 
a sentence has an error. If you find 
no error in a sentence, the answer is 
(5). 

26. He usually slept (1) near the 
hearth (2) with his stick (3) besides 
him (4). No error (5). 

27. It was the way (1) she clung 
on to me (2) as if I (3) was her last 
hope (4). No error (5). 

28. It was perhaps (1) one of the 
most (2) exciting period (3) in the 
evoluHon of contemporary Indian 
Art (4). No error (5). 

29. Outside appearances are (1) 
generally illusory who (2) on surface 
can reflect (3) something entirely dif¬ 
ferent (4). No error (5). 

30. A team of doctors (1) and ac¬ 
tivists are conducting (2) a com¬ 
prehensive health survey (3) in some 
villages (4). No error (5). 

31. The vivid memories (1) are 


still alive (2) diough both the persons 
(3) are now died (4). No error (5). 

32. After a thoroughly investiga¬ 
tion (1) the police found (2) that the 
suspect (3) was not involved in the 
crime (4). No error (5). 

33. The only difference (1) is that 
what once (2) seemed so easy grasp 
(3) is now out of reach (4). No error 
(5). 

34. These people (1) and others 
like them (2) are what make the 
world bearable (3) at least for me (4). 
No error (5). 

35. We are awaiting for (1) the 
final decision (2) and we would (3) 
act accordingly (4). No error (5). 

* In the following passage some 
spaces have been left blank. You are 
required to fill them up by choosing 
the most appropriate woid from the 
four choices given for each blank 
space: 

From this very sofa I notice 
everyday % the town gets up, rushes 
for work and comes home 37. But 
where should I go now? Yes, tRe plot 
right in 38 of my window binds me. 
Tliat is Tor sale. Last year when 1 
visited my village, I ^ that the in¬ 
complete bungalow has got reduced 
to a den; thieves 40 there at night to 
distribute ^ articles amongst them¬ 
selves at peace. The well-fenced 
have shrunken only upto the 43. Why 
not sell them 44 and buy this’pTot? In 
two years or tliree, half of it could be 
sold to 45 money for building a small 
villa. 


36. (fl) why 

{b) when 

(c) how 

(d) where 

37. (fl) tired 

(b) robbed 

(c) cheated 

(d) rewarded 

38. (fl) front 

(b) behind 

(c) below 

(d) above 

39. (fl) contemplated 

(b) thought 


(c) realised 

(d) noted 

40. (fl) stand 

(b) sit 

(c) shout 

(d) assemble 

41. (a) precious (b) stolen 

(c) genuine 

(d) artificial 

42. (fl) houses 

(b) stables 

(c) fields 

(d) farms 

43. (fl) farm 

(b) road 

(c) well 

(d) granary 


44. (a) of (b) out 

(c) oflf (d) down 

45. (a) collect (b) raise 

(c) find (d) hoard 

* The following sentences are not 
in their natural sequence/order. 
Read them carefully and answer ttie 
questions given below. Choose the 
most appropriate altemative/choice 
to malw the sequence of sentences 
natural. 

(A) 1 don't know. 

(B) Do you know how old I am? 

(C) One gets wise at dtis age. 

(D) You are right. Thirty four. 

(E) Around thirty three, I guess. 

46. Which sentence should come 
First? 

(fl) A (b) B (c) C 

(d) D (e) E 

47. Which sentence should come 
Second? 

(fl) A (b) B (c) C 

(d) D (e) E 

48. Which sentence should come 
Third? 

(fl) A (h) B (c) C 

(d) D (e) E 

49. Which sentence should come 
Fourth? 

(fl) A (6) B (c) C 

(d) D (e) E 

50. Which sentence should come 
Last? 

(fl) A ib) B (c) C 

(d) D (e) E 


ANSWERS 


1. (fl) 

2. (b) 

3. 

(b) 

4. (c) 

5. (d) 

6, (4) 

7. 

(d) 

8. (fl) 

9. (b) 

10. (c) 

11. 

(b) 

12. (c) 

13. (fl) 

14, (d) 

15. 

(d) 

16. (d) 

17- (fl) 

18. (fl) 

19. 

(c) 

20. (d) 

21. (b) 

22. (i») 

23. 

(c) 

24. (d) 

25. (c) 





26. (4) 'beside him' 




27. (5) No error. 





28. (3) 'exciting periods' 

29. (2) 'which or that' instead of 'who' 


30. 

(2) 

'is conducting' 




31. 

(4) 

'are now dead' 




3Z 

(1) 

'dtorough investigation' 



33. 

(3) 

'within easy grasp' 



34. 

(3) 

'what makes' 




35. 

(1) 

'waiting for' or 

awaiting 



36. 

(0 

37. (fl) 

38. (fl) 

39. 

(d) 

40. 

(d) 

41. (b) 

42. (c) 

43. 

(fl) 

44. 

(c) 

45. (b) 

46. B 

47. 

E 

48. 

D 

49. C 

SO. A 
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GENERAL INTELUGENCI; 


TEST OF REASONINP-^* 


Find out the missing number: 

1. 5;*?; 10; 28;...; 65; 26. 

2. 2; 6; 14;...; 62; 126. 

.'1. .52; 27; 30; 2«1;...; 31; 26; 33. 

4. 4; 6; 9; 13“-;... 

5. 6; 18; 3; 21; 7;...; 8. 

6. 9; 19; 12; 2.5; 14;.... 

7. 7; 22; 67;...; 607. 


H. 1; 2; 4; 4;...; 6; 16; 8. 


Match the right question with the right answer: 

9. 847; 861; 56; 728. 

10. 729; 441; 256; 484. 

11. 948; 795; 198; 783. 

12. 169,221; 351; 299. 

13. 101; 89; 113; 97. 

(A) All are squares of certain numbers. 

(b) They are not divisible by other numbers. 

(C) They are divisible by thirteen. 

(D) All are divisible by seven. 

(Fi) All are divisible by three. 

Which number is appropriate for the box with ques' 
tion-mark? 

14. 



(a) 16 (b) 36 (c) 25 (d) 49 

16. I low many numbers from 11 to 30 are divisible by 
numbers other than 1? 


(a) 12 (b) 13 (c) 14 (d) 15 (e) 16 

Which two signs should be interchanged to make 
the equation right? 

17. 16 f7x2-8 + 2 = 6 

(rt) X and + (b) - and + 

(c) - and -!■ (d) -«• and x 

18. 27■4-3x21-9 + 3 = 3 


(n) + and x (b) + and - 

(c) + and - (d) + and X 

Which is the right choice of letters to fill in the 
blanks? 


19. ab-babc-ab-b-beb-b 
(a) cbcaa 

(c) abeba 

20. b-aacba-bca-cb-a-caa 
(a) cabab 

(c) caaab 


(b) cabac 
(d) acaca 

(b) babcb 
(d) cabac 


21. ac-a-cbaa-baacb-acb- 

(a) brbbb (b) bccab 

(c) bacaa (d) cbcab 

Find out the set of letters which is different from 
others: 


22. (a) ZBA 

(b) PRQ 

(c) LNM 

(d) SVU 

(e) FHG 


23. (a) JNL 

(b) PUR 

(c) DHF 

(d) YCA 

(e) HLJ 


24. (a) NMJ 

(b) HCD 

(c) RQM 

(d) YXU 

(e) POL 


25. (a) ECG 

(b) WUY 

(c) MKP 

(d) SQU 

(c) ZXB 

26. («) FKPU 

(b) EJOT 


(r) HMRW 

(d) BGLQ 

(e) INSY 


If first half of the alphabets ramained as such and 
the letters of the remaining half were written in reverse 
orden 


27. which would be fourth letter to the right of lltti 
letter from end? 

(a) T (b) L (c) K (d) S (e) U 

28. which letter would be 3rd to the right of 19th from 

the beginning? * 

(fl) Q (b) W (c) S (d) X ■ (e) R 

29. which letter is exactly in the middle of 9th from 
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the end and 12th horn beginning? 

(a) X (b) S (c) Y (d) R (fi) T 

30. which of the following would be next to CVD, 
FTH, lOL, LJP,... 

(a) LET (b) OFT (c) OEK (d) OET 
(e) NONE 

In the word HEFRESENTATION' 

31. How many letters have been repeated? 

(a) None (b) 1 (c) 2 (d) 4 

32. How many sets of two letters have the same num¬ 
ber of letters between them as in alphabetical order? 

(a) 3 (b) 4 (c) 5 (d) 6 

33. If the positions of first and second letters were 
interchanged and 3rd and 4th, 5th and 6th...also inter¬ 
changed places, which would be seventh letter from the 
right end? 

(a) N (b) E (c) A (d) T 

In questions given below, four out of five bear 
similar relationship to the lead word. Your task is to find 
the odd man out. 


34. MANAGEMENT 
(a) MEANING 

(c) RANGE 

35. COMPANION 
(a) ONION 

(d) CAMP 

36. DESIGNATION 
(a) DESIGN 

(c) DONATE 

(e) DATING 

37. REGISTER 
(a) SISTER 

(d) STREET 


(b) MANAGER 


(d) MAGNET 

(e) NEST 

(b) COIN 
(e) PAN 

(b) TANNED 
(d) NOTION 

(c) PAIN 

(b) STEER (c) TRADE 

(e) WRITER 


In questions given below, each small letter is the 
code for a capital letter in the same order. You have to 
match the right parts. 


38. CROWD (A) I k f n X 

39. SHOUT (B) g k X z 1 

40. CREST (C) 1 q k X n 

41. TIRED (D) g k p y n 

42. TRADE (E) z b p m 1 

43. If 'STABILISE' is coded as UVCDKNKUG, the 
word 'ORGANISE' would be: 


(a) QTIPCKGU (b) QHCPKUG 

(c) QTIPCUGK (d) QrrCKPG 


44. Ramesh walked 3 kms towards east then he 
turned right and walked 8 kms. He then turned left and 
walked 5 kms. He again turned left and walked 8 kms. At 
what distance is he now from the starting point? 

(a) 13 kms (b) 5 kms (c) 16 kms 

(d) 26 kms (e) None of these 


45. How many 9s are there in the following number 


sequence which are immediately preceded by 3 but not 
immediately followed by 4? 

2395139673948934932398393 
(a) 3 (b) 2 (c) 1 (d) 4 

(c) None of these 

46. If it is possible to make a meaningful word with 
the second, fourth, eighth and tenth letters of the word 
CONSIDERATION, which of the following will be the 
first letter of that word? If no such word can be made give 
'X' as die answer. 

(a) O (b) R (c) S (d)T 

(c) X 

47. If all the letters in the word CONSIDERATION 
were arranged alphabetically, which would be seventh 
letter from right? 

(a) R (b) N (c) 1 (d) O 

(e) None of these 

48. Anil is heavier than Anand but not as heavy as 
l.alu. Anand is heavier than Vijay. Raman is heavier than 
Anil but lighter than Shyam. Who among them is the 
lightest? 

(a) Lalu (b) Shyam (c) Anand 

(d) Anil (e) Vijay 

49. Raghu is heavier than Prakash. Bala is heavier 
than Dilip. Ashok is heavier than Raghu. To determine 
who among them is the heaviest, which of the following 
further information, if any, is required? 

(a) No further information is required. 

(b) Prakash is heavier than Bala. 

(c) Ashok is heavier than Prakash. 

(d) Dilip is lighter than Bala. 

(c) Raghu is heavier than Dilip. 

50. If 1 is coded as Y, 2 as M, 3 as D, 4 as H, 5 as T, 6 
as L, 7 as P, 8 as V and 9 as N, which of the following is the 
coded form of 3972465? 

(a) DNPMHLP (b) DNPMHNT 

(c) DNPMHLT (d) DNPMNLT 

(e) None of these 

According to a coded message: 

'Children sould attend schools' means 
'Informers are not reliable' 

'Some schools are good' means 
'Some persons are cheats' 

'Good children love teachers' means 
'Some informers tell truth' and 

'Some teachers attend meetings' means 
'Reliable persons tell lies'. 

51. What is the code word for 'reliable'? 

(a) some (b) teachers 

(c) attend (d) meetings 

52. 'Good teachers love meetings' would mean: 

(a) Some informers tell lies. 

(b) Reliable informers tell truth. 
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(c) Some persons tell lies. 

Id) Some informers tell truth. 

Study the figure given below and answer the ques¬ 
tions that follow: 



53. Count the number of squares in the figure. 

(a) 2 (b) 3 (c) 4 (d) 5 

(e) 6 

54. How many triangles does the figure contain? 

(a) 10 (b) 11 (c) 12 (d) 13 

(c) 14 

Six players are playing cards round a table. A, D and 
E are men while B, C and F are ladies. 

(i) No two ladies are sitting together. 

(it) F is to the right of A. 

(Hi) B is to the left of E. 

(iv) C is not near D. 

55. Who is facing D? 

(a) A (b) B (c) C (d) E 
(e) F 

56. Which statement is superfluous? 

(a) («)/{ti) (b) (ii) (c) (Hi) 

(d) (iv) (e) (ii)/(iii)/(iv) 

57. In a photograph of four friends, Fatima is to the 
left of Kulwant Kaur, Neha is to the right of Mary who is 
near Kulwant. Which two girls are on the extreme 
comers? 


(a) Fatima and Mary (b) Kulwant and Mary 

(c) Neha and Mary (d) Fatima and Neha 

Four villages A, B, C and D lie in a straight line. D is 
10 kms from B, A is exactly between D and C and C from 
B is 2 kms more than it is from D. 

58. How far is D from A? 

(a) 2 kms ({>} 4 kms (c) 6 kms 

(d) 8 kms 

59. How far is C from B? 

(a) 2 kms (b) 4 kms (c) 6 kms 

(d) 8 kms 

60. At a party, there are 43 persons in all. Xhe number 
of women is 2 more than men and the number of children 
is 4 less than men. How many women are there? 

(a) 11 (b) 13 (c) 17 (d) 15 

(ef None of these 

In the figure given below, the square represents 
men, the triangle educated persons, the circle represents 
employed persons and the rectangle persons having 
their own business. 



61. Which number represents men who are educated, 
employed but do not have a business of their own? 

(a) 8 (b) 10 (c) 12 (d) 7 

(e) 4 

62. Which number represents uneducated un¬ 
employed men who have business of their own? 

(a) 1 (b) 9 (c) 4 (d) 8 (e) 2 

63. If the other space was for women, which number 
represents educated employed women having their own 
business as well? 

(a) 7 (b) 11 (c) 5 (d) 3 (e) 1 


Given below are two sets of figures, the question figures and the answer figures marked A, B, C, D and E. You 
have to find out which of the answer figures would fit in place of the questiem-mark in the question figures 


PROBLEM FIGURES 


r 

L. 

I 

i 

1 


Q 

0 

O 

? 


ANSWER FIGURE 

A B C D E 


r 


r 


r 

o 

Q 

o 

0 

9 

'0 
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ANSWERS AND 


. 17. ■rh<?.HTan);eitifntis2’ ' 1,2‘ ) 1; 

. ,K1. HticK iK'xt luimbrr i*. lioiiblt* f 2 of the prL'i:edinj> tiumber. 

. 28 Ihtw are two series, 12, ,10, 28... .mil 27,2'V, 11,33.. 

20-^. r.atlt next number is 1-^ ol Iheprecedinf* number 

. 5h Each alternate number i.s the product of numlK*rs on iLs left 
and right. 

. 2^1. Ntimlrers an: in s*>ts of two Each next number is double + 1 
of the prex-ioas number. 

. 202. Faclt next number is three times t 1 of llie pnx,vding mmibor. 

. 9. 1 here are two series: I^, 2^ 3‘, 4^... and 2,4,6,8... 

. 1) 10, A II. r 12 C 13. 11 

(r/) (2 1 4)^ - .36; (4e6)‘ = 100; (64 5)' = 121; (54 2f -- 49 
(f>) Each inner number is llie square ot dilference in the outer 
numbt'r anli-clockwise. 

(0 17. 0 >) 18. (d) 

(a) The seru-s is alxir/abcb/.., 

(r) The senes is beaa/cbaa/l-H:... 

(r) ITic series is.icba/arba/... 

itO 2.3. (h) 24. (c) 25. (c) 26. (e) 

(a) 28. (<:) 29. (c) 30. (d) 31. (d) 

(c) PR,r’S,E(sec«nd)N,5tNandNO 33. (h) 

(d) All the others have one outsider. 

(d) Tlie letters picked up to form words in others h.ive been used 
without changing their order. 

(d) This is tire only one W’ith an extra O. 

({<) Same as question no. 34. 

Questions 38 to 42: Sort out common letters in words and I 


EXPLANATIONS 


match them with h'ller>y in lodc-’ 

38. D 39. E 40 n 41. C 42. A 

43. (6) 1^‘tlers in wirrd and anJe skip one letter in between. 

44. {(’) ThedisUinte would be lOkm. 

.5 km 

^ It 


.5 km 


45. 

(d) 


46. 

(<■) The word 

IS 'SORT'. 



47. 

(/') 

48. 

(•') 

49, 


.50. (c) 

51. 

(f) 

52. 

(a) 

.53 

(d) 

.54. 

W) 

55. (c) 

56. 

W 

57. 

(d) 

58. 

(a) 

59, 

(«-) 

60. (c) 

61. 

(b) 

62. 

(r) 

63. 

(a) 







For the next type of questions, examine each figure in~ 
dividually, it may move clockwise, antt-clockwise, upside down, 
up, sideways, diagonally or may just tilt. You also have to 
observe, its speed and whether something is added or dropped 
during the process. Sometimes the figure changes shape. TIuis, 
by studying thefigures and their relationship with otiwr figures, 
you may reach the right deduction. 

64. E 65. B 66. C 67. C 68. D 

69. A 70. C 71. D 72. A 73, B 
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GtNtWAL INlfcLLIGbNCl; 


TEST OF REASONING !l 


Find the odd-man out: 

1 (/i) J iixmi Bai 
*j^^Ahily<i Bai 
(r) Ka/ici Sultana 

(d) Victoria 
(c) niizabeth 

2. (a) Ooty 
\h) Nainital 

(i) Mahabaleshwar 
Madurai 

(<•) Darjeeling 

3. (rt) silver 

(/>) manganese 
(t) mica 

Utirfnk' 

(<•) zinc 

4. (ii) cat 
(h) frc>g 
»(f)' ha.re 

(j) wolf 

(e) lizard 

5. (rt) Gujral 
(fcK Kerala 

. (e) Haryana 
(ti) (.)ri.st>ii 

(c) West Bengal 

6. (ij) poem 
(/)) drama 
(r) story 

(d) ofiic 
report 

7. (a) Jainism 
(h) Buddhism 

Communism 
(d) Sikhism 
((’) Hinduism 

8. (a) clerk 

(b) manager 

(c) peon 
(d^accountant 
,(<0 owner 

Words in questions given below have a definite 
relationship. Your task is to tick-mark the choice with 
similar relationship. 

9. pound : dollar. 

(a) business: shares 
(h) money; currency 
{c\ oxygen: gas 
polo: hcKkey 

10. Bhakhra; dam 

t Narbada: project 
liverest: mountain 
Mahabharat: Ramayan 


(d) car: bicycle 

11. garage rear 
(rt) road : bus 
(/)) pasture: cow 

(c) bed; patient 

' fd) stable ; horse * 

12. hand: body 
{a) fcxit: shoe 

(b) fan: air 

'(c) mast: ship 

(d) bix)k: dictionary 

13. .spade: dig 

(fl) spc*ctacles: eyes 

(b) pen: paper 
{(■) needle: stitch 
(d) writer: publisher 

14. gujj^ir: instrument 

(rf) tomato; vegetable 

(b) rhytlim: dance 

(c) book; student 

(if) stage: performance 

15. meticulous: clumsy 
(rt) synthetics: cottons 

(b) expand: shrink 

(c) normal. ordinary 

(d) smile: laugh 

16. village: town 

(fl) office: headquarters 

(b) pat: slap 

(c) pain: suffering 

(d) play : match 

In questions given below, match the right set of ques¬ 
tion with the right choice from A, B, C, D, E and F on the 
basis of similar relationship among items: 

17. aorta : pulmonary : auricle 

18. horse : cow: animal 

19. eye : retina ; ear 

20. Agra : Varanasi: U.P. 

21. Europt»: France: Pa ris 

22. Python : reptile: bird 

(A) book: chapter: words 

(B) drama: poetry ; literature 

(C) geometry: mathematics : chemistry 

(D) shell: pearl; conch 

(E) India Gate : Raj Ghat: Delhi 

(F) bud : leaf: twig 

Five gentlemen, Mohan, Saleem, Brijendra, Anand 
and Darshan live in Madras, Shrinagar, Dehradun, Agra 
and Bombay but not in die same order. Mlitch the persons 
with the cities they live in according to the information 
given. 
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* First letter of the name of the person and the city he 
lives in is not the same. 

Mohan and Saleem do not live at Dehradun or Agra. 

Anand and Darshan do not live in Bombay or Madras. 

Brijendra does not live in Madras or l^hradun. 

Darshan does not live in Agra. 

23. Mohan (A) Madras 

24. Saleem (B) Dehradun 

25. Brijendra (C) Shrinagar 

26. Anand (D) Agra 

27. Danshan (1?) Bombay 

A man went to distribute Rs 93 among beggars sitting 
in a row. Each beggar got half the amount of the previous 
one and the last beggar got Rs 3. 

28. 1 low many beggars were there? 

(«) 4 

(h) 5 
(r) 6 

(d) 7 

(e) 8 

2*^. 1 low much did the first beggar get? 

(a) Rs36 
{!>) R.s28 

(f) Rs42 

(d) Rs.30 

(e) Rs48 

Rajesh, Jag Mohan, Mukesh and Kailash play foot¬ 
ball, badminton, hockey and cricket but not in the same 
order. 

Football is not played by Jag Mohan and Kailash. 

Mukesh and Jag Mohan do not play badminton or 
hockey. Kailash docs not play badminton. 

30. Rajesh (A) Football 

31. Jag Mohan (B) Badminton 

32. Mukesh (C) Hockey 

33. Kailash (D) Cricket 

Three brothers Suresh, Ramesh and Naresh live 
together as a joint-family with their wives and children. 
Suresh the eldest has three children, Ramesh two and 
Naresh one. The total income of the brothers is Rs 13500. 
Ramesh earns Rs 500 more than Naresh and Rs 500 less 
than Suresh. The total expenses on common items are 
estimated to be Rs 6600 which the families share accord¬ 
ing to the number of the members in their family. 

34. How much docs l^mesh earn? 

(fl) Rs4000 

(1)) RS3500 
(c) Rs4500 
(iQ None of these 

35. How much does Suresh contribute to meet out the 
common expenses of the family? 

(«) Rs2500 

(b) Rs2750 

(c) Rs3250 

(d) Rs2950 

36. How much does Naresh have in hand after paying 
his share of money? 

(a) Rsl580 


(b) Rs2150 
(b) Rs2550 
(d) Rs2350 

_ SYLLOGISMS _ 

TYPE I 

37. to 41. In each ijiicstion below is given a statement 
followed by tUKU'oursesofactioiis numbered I and II. A amrseof 
action is a step or administrative decision to be taken for improve¬ 
ment, follow up or further action in regard to the pnibletn, policy 
etc, on tlw basis of the information given in the statement. You 
have to assume everything in statement to be true, then decide 
which of the two given suggested courses of actions logically 
follows for pursuing. Give answer: 

(a) If only 1 follows 

(b) If only II follows 

(c) If either I or 11 follows 

(d) If neither 1 nor II follows and 

(e) If both I and 11 follow 
Statement: 

37. Duty-free technology parks where foreign firms 
can manufacture electronic hardware components are 
proposed to be established at va rious places in the country. 
Courses of Actions: 

I. Government should immediately implement 
the proposal to augment the foreign currency 
reserve by exporting the products. 

II. Government should not implement the 
proposal as it will hinder indigenous produc¬ 
tion of hardware components. 

(a) □ [b) □ (c) U (d) □ (c) □ 

Statement: 

38. Experts group cm Education policy has revealed 
that lack of vcxationalisation in our educational system is 
the n>ot cause of present unemployment problem. 

Courses of Actions: 

I. Government should immediately make a policy 

to implement vcKational education. | 

II. Educational institutions should be provided 
witli government fund to offer vocational cour¬ 
ses. 

(rtj □ (fc) □ (c) U (d) □ (e) □ 

Stafetnenl: 

39. The Union Ministry of Temrism and Civil Aviation 
has fixed an annual tourism earnings towards the end of 
current decade. 

Courses of Actions: 

I. There is no need of development of further new 
tourist spots to meet the target. 

II. The ministry should evolve attractive packages 
to the foreign tourists to meet the target. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (r) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statentent: 

40. Over 1,200 industrial units employing 2,00,000 
people in Mayapuri in West Delhi are facing acute power 
shortage. 
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CoKrsiv of Actions: 

I. Tlic’ industrial units in Mayapuri should be 
closed down immediately. 

II. Government should immediately lake steps to 
provide adequate power supply to the in¬ 
dustrial units in Mayapuri. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (</) □ (<') □ 

Slatcmcnl: 

41. More than 'lUO villages in U.I’. are .severely affected 
by IIochIs and it cau.sed an extra burden of Rs 150 crore to 
the government for providing relief to the atfected villages. 
Kharit crops also are extensively damaged by flixids. 
CiM/rscs of Actions: 

I. Government .should levy relief tax to the cor¬ 
porate sector to ea.se the additional burden. 

11. tiovernment should take adequate measures to 
previ'nt flood in the region in future. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) U (d) U (c) □ 

TYPE 11 

42. to 46. Mow is yieni a futssaf^c followcii by snvral 
mfcrt'inrs which can be draion from the facts staled in the 
fhissaf^c Yon him- to examine each inference separately in the 
context of the passnue and d xide upon its degree of truth or 
falsity. Mark answer: 

(a) if the inference is "definitely tiue" it properly 
follows from the statements of facts given. 

(!') if the inference is "probably true" though not 
definitely true in the light of the facts given. 

(c) if the data are inadequate i.e. from tne facts 
given you cannot s.iy wlu-ther the infen-nce is 
likely to be true or false. 

(d) if the inference is "probably false" though not 
"definitely fal.se" in the light of the facts given 
and 

(c) if the inference is "definitely false" i.e. itcaniwt 
possibly be drawn from the facts given or it 
contradicts the given facts. 

Wind is an inexhaustible source cif energy and an 
aerogenerator can convert it into electricity. Though not 
much has so far been done in this field, the survey .shows 
that there is a vast potential fcir developing wind as an 
altomativo .sourci' I'f energy. The wind survey has four 
components—direction, duration, spcxxl and di.stribution. 
On this ba.sis U.P. hill areas have Iwen found an ideal place 
for setting up aerogonerators. In U.P. hills alone as many as 
58 sites have lieen identified. 

42. Only the hilly areas of U.P. were surveyed for 
setting up aerogenerator. 

(.7) □ (b) □ (C) □ (d) □ (.*) □ 

4.5. The Survey was conducted under the aegis of 
government of U.f’. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) U (d) □ (c) □ 

44. Energy by wind is comparatively newly emerging 
field. 

(a) □ (b) □ (t) CJ (d) □ (e) □ 

45. 58 sites identified in U.P. did not have electricity. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

46. Apart from U.P. hills, no other site has been iden¬ 


tified for setting up aerogencrators. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

TYPE III 

47. to 51. In each question Ivkno are given hoo statements 
followed by ttvo nmcluskms numbered I and II. You have to take 
Ihegm-n statements to Ih- true avn if they seem lo beat variance 
from commonly knotvn facts and then deciile which (fthegwen 
conclusions logically follows front the statcmenls, disregarding 
commonly known facts. Give anszver: 

(a) if only conclusion 1 follows 

{b) if only conclusion 11 follows 

(c) if either I or 11 follows 

(d) if neither I nor 11 follows and 

(e) if both I and IT follow 
Statements: 

47. 1. Some jugs are glasses. 

2. No jug is a cup. 

Conclusions: 

1. All glasses are cups. 

II. Some glasses are cups. 

(a) □ (b) □ (r) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Statements: 

18. 1. Some books are birds. 

2. Some birds are fingers. • 

Conclusions: 

1. Some fingers are book.s. 

II. Some fingers arc birds. 

(a) □ (/)) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Statements. 

4‘f. 1. All books aiv bushes. 

2. All trees are bushes. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some bushes aie books. 

11. Some bushes arc trees. 

(,i) □ {h) □ (c) □ (d) U (c) U 

Stalemenls: 

50. 1. All writers are teachers. 

2. All teachers are females. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some teachers are writers. 

11. ,MI females are teachers. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Statements: 

51. 1. All nails are ears. 

2. Some ears are eyes. 

Conclusions: 

I. All cars are nails. 

II. Some eyes are nails. 

(a) □ {b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

TYPE IV 

52. to 58. Read the follmoing information carefully and 
answer the questions given below it. 

(a) Six scientists A, B, C, D, E and F want to 
demonstrate an integrated experiment based 
on inter-disciplinary approach. 

(b) Their disciplines are Chemistry, Zoology, 
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Botany, Physics, Geology and Mathematics, 
but not necessarily in this order. 

(c) Each day only one scientist will perform the 
part of his discipline. 

(d) uie experiment will start on Monday and end 
on Sunday. One day will bo the rest day, which 
otherwi.sc is a part of the experiment. 

(e) Chemistry will be on the very next day of 
Geology. 

(f) A, who is a Mathematician, can be slated for 
performing either on the 2nd day or the last 
day. However his day should not be immedi¬ 
ately preceded by Botany. 

(,'?) C will demonstrate on the third day and 
Physics will be on the fifth day. 

(h) E, who is a Zoologist, performs on the second 
day. 

(/■) B performs on Monday and after H's perh'r- 
mance will be the rest day. 

52. Physics will be preceded by_. 

(rf) Chemistry 

(h) Zoology 

(c) Botany 
(if) Geology 
(e) None of those 

(rt) 'J (b) □ (f) □ (J) □ (<’) □ 

53. Which day will be the rest day? 

(a) Tuesdtiy 

(b) Thursday 

(c) Saturday 

((f) Cannot be deUTinined 

(c) Noneofthe.se 

(a) □ (/>) □ (c) □ ((f) □ (c) □ 

54. Behveen which of the two disciplines a day's rest 
will be remjired? 

(a) Z<K)logy—(ieology 

(b) Mathematics—Physics 

(c) Botany—(.Teology 

(if) Cherhistry—Mathenratics 
(c) None of these 

(fl) □ (h) □ (f) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

55. The experiment will start with which of the fol¬ 
lowing di.sciplines? 

(tf) Zoology 
(/;) Geology 
(c) Mathematics 
((f) Chemistry 
(c) None of these 

(rt) □ (fc) □ (c) □ ((f) □ (c) □ 

56. What is the discipline of F? 

(a) Physics 

(b) Chemistry 

(c) Botany 

(d) Cannot be determined 
(c) Noneoftiiese 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

57. On which day will the chemist perform? 

(a) Monday 

(b) Friday 

(c) Sunday 
(<0 Saturday 


(e) None of these 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

58. Which of the following is the correct sequence of 
scientist's performing? 

(fl) BEDCFA 

(b) BCEFDA 

(c) AFDECB 

(d) BECDFA 

(e) None ol these 

(n) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

TYPE V 

59. to 66. In each question below is given a statement 
folhwed bjf Itm assumptions numbered I and II. An assumpthn 
is something supposed or taken for granted. You have to consider 
the statement and the following assumptions and decide tvhich of 
the assumptions is implicit in the statement. Give ansjver: 

(rt) if only assumption I is implicit 

(b) if only assumption 11 is impJicif 

(c) if either I or 11 is implicit 

(d) if neither 1 nor II is implicit 

(e) if both 1 and If are implicit 
Statement: 

59. "To keep myself up-to-date, I always listen to 9.00 
p.m. Nt?ws on radio", a candidate tells the interview board. 
Assumptions: 

I. The candidate does not read newspaper. 

II. Recent news are broadcast only i>n radio. 

(a) □ (b) □ {(•) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

60. "This book isa must if you want to know about the 
history of our culture"—A teacher tells his students. 
Assumptions: 

I. The students want to learn about the history of 
their culture. 

II. The teiicher does not know about other books 
on this subject. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) J (d) □ (e) □ 

Statiment: 

61. "While coming back, you may come back via Raj¬ 
kot because that is the shortest route"—A travel agent tells 
a couple. 

Assumptions- 

I. The couple w.mts to come back by shortest 
route. 

II. The couple is unconcerned about the length of 
the route. 

(a) □ (h) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Statement: 

62. Commerce students got better marks as compared 
to science students. 

Assumptions: 

I. Commerce students were more intelligent than 
science students. 

11. Science is not as easy and scoring as commerce. 
(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 
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Statement: 

63. "If you drive through the forest ahc<id at this hour 
of the night, it will be at your own risk."—Check-post 
guards to travellers going in a car. 

Assumptions: 

I. The road through the forest was not considered 
.safe during night. 

II. Travellers crossing the forest in broad day-light 
did not face problems in usual course. 

(a) □ (b) □ (r) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

64. "I am a .self-made man", a man boasted in a party. 
Assumptions: 

I. His friends and relatives hadn't helped him 
much in his care<>r. 

II. Me was quite sucre.ssful in his field of work. 

(.») □ (b) □ (f) □ (rf) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

65. "9th August 1993 will be a holiday as it marks the 
conclii.sion of the Ciolden Jubilee Year of the Quit India 
Movement." An announcement by the Central Govern¬ 
ment for Central employees. 

Assumptions: 

I. ft is easier to pay homage to the martyrs on a 
holiday than on a working day. 

II. State governments did not announce holiday on 
9th August 1993. 

(a) □ (h) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Statement: 

66. "I have been trying to get any sort <if employment 
for the last three years but without any avail hence 1 am 
committing suicide." A letter found near the body of a 
youth in Calcutta. 

Assumptions’ 

1. Our country is facing the problem of unemploy¬ 
ment. 

II. Unemployment causes a lot of frustration driv¬ 
ing the youth beyond their endurance. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

TYPE VI 

67. to 72. In tjuestions ,>^iven heloui, a situation has been 
explained in a fnv statements foihnvcd by a conclusion. You hmv 
to say whether the conclusion: 

(a) necessarily follows from the statements. 

(b) is only a long drawn one. 

(c) definitely dexjs not follow from the statements. 

(d) can't say as the data provided is inadequate. 
Statements: 

67. 1. A number of foreign missionaries work among 
tribals. 

2. Most of the.se areas lack even basic facilities that 
Iiave become necessities for us. 

Conclusion: These missionaries are truly devoted to the 
work they have taken in hand. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 


Statements: 

68. 1. Some upright persons, despite life's vicissitude, 

refuse to submit to the distorted values. 

2. Mr Varma is an extremely honest officer. 
Conclusion- He was able to stand up against temptations 
that came his way. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

69. 1. The disciples of Balak Brahmchari were keeping 

the body of their dead Guru in hope that he was in 
'samadhi' and would rise again. 

2. There was a great clash among the disciples and the 
police when the latter forced its way into the Ash¬ 
ram tocri'mate the body. 

3. According to police officials, the body was highly 
decomposed. 

{a) U (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Conclusion: If the police had not done so the Guru would 
have risen again. 

Stalnncnts: 

70. 1. innex-ent children often learn bawdy songs and 

sing them aloud. 

2. This outburst often causes embarrassment to 
parents, specially if there are others around. 
Conclusion: Parents punish their children .severely. 

{a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Stat(mient.s: 

71. 1. Migratory birds fly to different lands at a definite 

period of the year. 

2. They have no calendar to guide them. 

Conclusion: The movement is instinctive. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

72. 1. The leaders of the opposition party were almost 

sure of overthrowing the government on charges of 
corruption. 

2. Money changed hands over-night and the govern¬ 
ment stayed. 

Conclusion: Most of the politicians can be bought. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (b) She is the only queen-mother (of Shivaji) among 

the ruling queeas. 

2. (d) All the others are hill-stations. 

3. (d) All the others are minerals. 

4. (c) All the others are creatures of prey. 

5. (c) All the others have a coast-line. 

6. (c) All the others are creative forms of literature which 

depend upon vivid imagination. 

7. (c) All the others are religions. 

8. (e) All the others are employees. 

9. (d) They are two items of the same category. 

10. (b) One defines the other. » 

11. (d) One is a .special construction to keep the other. 

12. (c) One is a part of the other. 
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13. (c) One is a special device to do the other. 

14. (a) Qie belongs to the other general group. 

15. (b) The words are oppo.sites. 

16. {b) One is elaborate form of the other, having more 

force. 

17. F. They are three parts of the same thing. 

18. B. They are two specific forms of the item mentioned. 

19. D. Eye and ear are organs of the body while retina is 

inside the eye, in the same way pearl is inside shell 
and conch is slightly different form of shell. 

20. E. The relationship is of two inside one. 

21. A. The relationship is of one inside the other. 

22. C. One is a species/branch of the other and the other 

one is different. 


23. 

E 

24. A 

25. D 

26. B 

27. 

C 

28. (b) 

29. (e) 

30. D 

31. 

B 

32. A 

.33. C 

34. (c) 

35. 

(.b) 

36. (d) 

37. (r) 

38. (e) 

39. 

(b) 

40. (/;) 

41. (f) 

42. id) 

43. 

ib) 

44. (a) 

45. (c) 

46. (e) 


Questions of the next set arc best ansrwred by draioing 
diagrams of all the probabilities and then reaching a fool-proof 
conclusion. 

47. (d) _ ^ 


48. (b) 





('-(77V.' I (TTS^ 


49. (a) 


50. (a) 


51. id) 



© Cl 




52. to 58. The arrangement will hi 


Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 

52. (fl) 

56. (a) 

60. (a) 

64. (e) 

68. (a) 

72. (6) 


Botany 

Zoology 

Geology 

Chemistry 

Physics 

Rest 

Mathematics 


53. 

(c) 

54. (b) 

55. (<?) 

57. 

(«') 

58. id) 

59. id) 

61. 

(c) 

62. id) 

63. ie) 

65. 

id) 

66. («;) 

67. (a) 

69. 

ic) 

70. id) 

71. {«) 


FLUENCY 

DEVELOPMENT 

COURSE 

• In 3 months! • By POST! 

Now, you no longer need be 
tongue-tied — for want of 
flueney in English! 


Look, you may be 
well-qualified; you may be 
good of WRITING everything 
in English, but con you SPEAK 
English smoothly, readily and 
without hesitations? Are you 
ttueot enough to explain 
Ideas, discuss problems, 
desenbe thir>gs, ten stories, 
narrate events, express 
emotions or argue thot 
something is the case? 
s^Remember this- Vou don't 
become fluent Just because 
you can ask one'line questions 
or give one-llrse replies or 
moke one-line statements! 
You become fluent only when 
you con speak at some length. 
For some time at o stretch. 


Our Course teaches you these 
techniques. In 5 monthst 
POST} Mind you, you cor 
learn our techniques In youi 
spare time — in the privacy 
of your homel 

e Our Course helps you 
break free of hesitations and 
speak English with c 
stream-Mke flow! Yes, whethei 
you're having a Mendly 
or a serious convefsqlloni 
• Our Course helps you 
generate and juggle wltti 
Engllsh-speech - SPONTA¬ 
NEOUSLY! Yes, whether you're 
amoryg friends, at a party, ol 
an interview, at ttse negofla- 
tlryg table, on the platform oi 
anywhefel 


Conventional methods 
won't worK! 

sA'ou see, yo j WONT be oble 
to speak fluent English by using 
the English you write as a 
modeli NO? by learning 
ready-made sentences by 
heart! NO? by translating 
sentences In your mother- 
tongue into English! You CANT 
pick up fluency from audio or 
video cassettes, eitherl 

The only method that 
works! 

To speak fluent English, you 
need our research-based 
techniques' Techrriques that 
hey} you compose what you 
want to say and say It AT THE 
SAME TIMEl QuicMy and easllyl 


methods learners 


Our learners Include CM! Service 
OMcors Juitckri Omcers. 
Comvlssloned Officers, Doctors, 
Advocates, Engheeis, JoimaSsfs, 
Execufives, Businessmen, CM 
Service candidafes and canek- 
dafes for all caieer-compefifionsi 

Act NOW! 

Don't forget this: Others 
assess you and judge your 
quality and worth from your 
spoken performarree — in 
English. From how riuenlty you 
speak EnglishI So Himv i 

For BOOKLET 1 
APPLICATION FORM, send 
us RS. 5/- by or PO - 
TODAYI (Your full address in 
CAPITALS, please) 



M-26.C. ElAMAKKARA P.O.. 
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Improve Your Word Power 


1. assuage: (a) irritate {b) entertain (c) lessen (li) drag. 

2. browse; (a) deceive {b) examine (c) heal (d) strike. 

3. cavalier; (a) discourteous (h) polite (c) fast 
(d) progressive. 

4. decry: (a) shout (b) push (c) blame (d) reward. 

5. enigma; (a) sermon (/>) lesson (c) loss (d) mystery. 

6. £u.ss: (a) composition (b) conflict (c) excitement 
(d) belief. 

7. gore (V): (a) comfc'rt (h) wound (c) soften (d) hard¬ 
en. 

H. hanky-panky: (a) deception (b) suggestion 

(c) journey (d) di.scus.sion. 

9. impunity: (a) promotion (h) appointment (c) ex¬ 
emption (d) dismi.s.s<il. 

10. jettison: (a) acknovvledg(> (/)) propo.se (c) settle 

(d) reject. 

11. ken; (a) witness (b) trial (c) knowledge (d) ig¬ 
norance. 

12. mordant: (a) severe (b) pleasant (c) casual 
(d) flexible. 

1.3. nuance; (a) rigidity (h) variation (r) stability 
(d) crisis. 

14. obsolete: (a) powerful (b) helpless (c) bankrupt 
(d) di.scarded. 

15. pillory: (a) prai.se (/») recommend (r) deposit 
(d) ridicule. 

16. reprobate: (a) upright (b) frank (c) immoral 
(d) dull. 

17. salacity: (a) bliss (h) indecency (c) depre.ssion 
(d) rece.ssion. 

18. tipple: (a) drink (alcohol) (b) lake (medicine) 

(c) enjoy (walking) {d) oat (.slow). 

19. wishy-washy: (a) weak (b) arrogant (c) sour 

(d) swt*et. 

20. yarn (N): (a) competition (b) fortune (r) failure 
(d) story. 


ANSWERS 

1. assuage: (c) le.ssen, soothe. 

—The main thrust of the New Economic Policy set'ms 
to iifisua^c the socio-economic difficulties of the people. 

2. browse: (6) examine (casually/leisurely). 

—Whenever I happen to visit a library/brokshop, I 
make it a point to brvxifse (books/magazines) there. 

3. cavalier: (a) discourteous, offhand. 

—The arrogant employer displayed a cavalier con- 
cem/ath'tude towards the probU*m.s of his workers. 

4. decry: (c) blame, censure, criticise. 

—The speakers decried the press for giving undue 
space to sensational news/disclosures. 


5. enigma: (d) mystery, puzzle. 

—I have known him for many years, but he remains 
something of an enigma to me. 

6. fuss: (c) excitement, worry, confusion, agitation. 
—The teacher ordered the class to stop all the /uss and 

get on with their work at once. 

7. gore (V): (b) wound, pierce. 

—In the fierce bull-fight, the trainer was,'?(»rc’d to death 
by an angry bull. 

8. hanky-panky: (a) deception, jugglery, trickery. 

—1 could smell that there was some hanky-panky in the 

agreement arrived at by the warring group.s' 

9. impunity; (r) exemption, immunity, freedom. 

—Public opinion is sharply divided over the issue of 
granting impunily to Speakers of Legislatures from per¬ 
sonally appearing in Courts. 

10. jettison: (d) reject, abandon. 

—In a secular State, any attempt to mix politics with 
religion should be jettisoned at once." 

11. ken: (c) knowledge, intelligence. 

—The workings of the Stock Exchange are beyond 
most people's ken. 

12. mordanh (a) severe, biting, .sarcasHc. 

—The New Economic Policy of the government has 
evoked mordant criticism from certain quarters. 

13. nuance: (h) variation, nicety, distinction. 

—Most traditional critics have failed to appreciate the 
nuances of modem diction. 

14. obsolete: (d) discarded, extinct, dead. 

—In a developing language like English, quite a few 
words become obsolete during the course of time. 

15. pillory: (d) attack, ridicule. 

—A former governor of a State was pilloried in the. 
press for his extravagant habits. 

16. reprobate: (c) immoral, unprincipled. 

—The entire print media was up in arms against the 
upcoming politician for his brash and reprobate tendencies. 

17. salacity: (6) indecency. 

—Some of the film posters are not only provocative 
but also an outright display of salacity in public. 

18. tipple: (a) drink (liquor/alcohol). 

—He started tippling when his wife left him for good. 

19. wishy-washy: (a) weak, feeble, poor. 

—When it was time to take a stand and oppose the 
resolution, he fumbled and proved a ivishy-ioas^ liberal 
only. 

20. yam (N>: (d) story/tale (invented/exaggerated). 
—I was greatly impressed and affected by the yarn of 

the stranger in the meeting. 
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PARAGRAPH-WRiTING 


MODEL PARAGRAPHS 


Flatteiy fonnerly a vice, is 
now the fashion. 

—Publius Syrus 

Whatever the motive, flatteiy as 
the mouthpiece for showering 
praises and accolades for some per¬ 
ceived goodness or qualities of head 
and heart, where none exist, was 
formerly considered a vice by the 
discerning eyes and critical minds. 
But now times have changed 
beyond recognition and only those 
forge ahead and flourish in their 
mundane mores who have per¬ 
fected the technique of sycophancy. 
Nothing impresses the listener's 
ears more than the pompous and 
pleasing words of adulation. How 
Human perceptions change, and 
that too for some temporal gains, 
can be gauged from the fact that 
something that was a vice in the 
past has become a virtue now. There 
is no gainsaying the truth that 'to be 
flattered' is one of man's many 
weaknesses. Flattery stunts mental 
growth and critical faculties, both of 
the beneficiary and the benefactor. 

If one is always lost in the 
cacophony of flattering tones, the 
reality is bound to pass by him un¬ 
noticed and unobserved. And when 
flattery enters from the front door, 
truth departs from the backdoor. 

Life is action, not 
contemplation 

Human salvation lies in action. 
For this the opportunities are as 
many as the odds. The contempla¬ 
tive part and posture in life are 
meant for thinkers and 
philosophers, saints and scholars. 
Their sights are set on tKe aesthetic 
heights of myth and mythology, 
meditation and mysticism. But in 
order to sustain and support the life¬ 
line, it is imperative fliat human 
beings put ^eir full faith in the 
philosophy of action (Karma). All 


achievements, big and small, are 
the result of rigorous and relentless 
efforts put in as a part of duty and 
dedication. Human action, coupled 
with vision and vibrancy of mental 
faculties, can achieve the nearly im¬ 
possible goals. If man had put his 
heart on reaching the Mount 
Everest or the Moon, no obstacle or 
failure could deter him from pursu¬ 
ing his aspirations. Finally he was 
able to steal the limelight by ac¬ 
complishing both the breath-taking 
feats. It is again action in different 
fields of life that glamour and glit¬ 
ters plenty and pleasure of the 
fabled heaven have become a reality 
of everyday life. Short of conquer¬ 
ing death, life has been freed from 
thi^ spectres of recurring epidemics, 
monotony of routine, and fears of 
sudden catastrophes. Creative and 
consistent action by man has not 
only removed many a thorn but 
also added a thousand feathers to 
his standing stature. 

Sweet are the uses of 
adversity. 

—SImkesperre 

Adversity is a bitter bait to swal¬ 
low but its fruits are sweet and 
soothing indeed! When a calamity 
befalls, the first shock is too severe 
to bear. But once the initial irritation 
has gone down the human psyche, 
it starts acting like a catharsis and 
does away with the instant dismay 
or despondency of the crisis. In¬ 
stead, it brings out the best and the 
most sterling traits of human charac¬ 
ter. The after effects of each tragedy 
are lessons in self-introspection and 
self<onfidence. The flaws of the 
bearer's character get exposed 
when confronted with an adverse 
happening. The aftermath of each 
adversity is creative as well as con¬ 
structive. When the worst is over, 
the sufferer tries to pick up the scat¬ 
tered pieces and ties the loose ends 


to his advantage. 'Thus, made wiser 
and more wary by the unpleasant 
kicks and knocks, the victim puts 
his house in order and employs all 
his mettle and might to get the bet¬ 
ter of the battered environment 
around. True to say adversity car¬ 
ries in its womb the seeds of better 
days than before. 

If wishes were horses 
beggars would ride. 

Man, by nature, is a slave of 
wishes and no amount of counsell¬ 
ing or sane advice can dissuade him 
from making more and more 
demands on life. Sometimes wishful 
thinking leads him astray and he 
fumbles and falters even on the 
straight road ahead. Many a time he 
gets so used to living in his own 
make-believe world that he starts 
chasing the shadows rather than 
grappling with the hard realities of 
life. If it were within his control to 
order wishes to become horses, he 
would be seen riding or flying high 
with no touch what-soever with his 
immediate surroundings. It is in the 
interest of man that the web of his 
wishes never turns into horses and 
he is unable to ride on them. If by 
any chance or fluke, wishes were 
horses, beggars as a class of 
parasites would have taken the 
whole world for a ride and made a 
mockery of those who earn their 
living by the sweat of their 
brow. God be thanked that He 
never turned human wishes 
into any supernatural or magi¬ 
cal and thus frustrated the 
designs of beggars to have a 
free ride at will. It is true that 
nothing happens for the mere 
asking of it and no gift of God 
is offered on a platter. Only 
hard labour, followed by 
patience and perseverance, 
enable human efforts to fruc¬ 
tify. 
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Facts about Science 


SCIENTIFIC TERMS 

{Terns in Science including Terms 
in Biolcigi/) 

Absolute Zero: on the 
termperature scale is the lowest 
temperature theoretically possible. 
The theoretical point is equivalent to 
-459.6'’I’ or “273.16°C at which all 
molecular motion stops. 

Acceleration: It is defined as the 
rate of change of velocity of a body. 

Acupuncture: It is an ancient 
technique of deadening pain. It is 
claimed that with the use of acupunc¬ 
ture, major surgical operations can be 
performed without anaesthesia. The 
underlying principle is that there are 
about 500 places in the body at which 
if needles are stuck, a numbing effect 
is produced. 

Alchemy: It is a branch of 
chemistry dealing with the trans¬ 
mutation of baser metals into gold. 

Anti'Matten It is believed to be 
made up of atoms consisting of 
nuclei of anti-protons and anti- 
neutrons with anti-positrons orbiting 
round these nuclei. Stable in itself, 
anti-matter undergoes complete an¬ 
nihilation as soon as it comes into 
contact with matter. It is said that a 
collusion between matter and anti¬ 
matter would annihilate both in a 
flash. 

Atom Bomb: The principle of 
atom bomb is based on the artificial 
disintegration of uranium (235). 
When bombarded by neutrons, the 
uranium atoms are split up and un¬ 
told energy is released in the form of 
X-rays, y-rays, heat rays etc. Energy 
liberated in these forms plays havoc 
with animal life and property. 

Atomic Energy: It can be 
produced due to the disintegration of 
atoms of certain radio-active elt*- 
ments. The energy which is produced 
therefrom can be utilized for useful 
purposes rather than destructive pur¬ 
poses. 


Atomic Number: It is the num¬ 
ber of planetary electrons revolving 
round the nucleus of the neutral atom 
of an element, or the number of 
protons in the nucleus. 

Atomic Weight: The average 
relative weight of the atoms of all ele¬ 
ments are compared with the weight 
of hydrogen atom taken as 1.00^8, or 
the atom of oxygen taken as 16. 

Bionics: It is the science which 
investigates the sensory perception 
of animals and makes use of informa¬ 
tion in electronics. (Bionics=biol- 
ogy+elcctronics). 

Burette: It is graduated glass 
tube with a tap used for measuring 
the volume of liquid run out from it. It 
is used in volumetric analysis. 

Calorie: It is the amount of heat 
needed to rai.se the temperature of 1 
gram of water through 1°C. 

Carat: It is a measure of weight 
used for precious stones. 24 carat 
gold is the purest gold and thus 22 
carat gold means a piece of gold in 
which 22 parts are pure gold and 2 
parts of an alloy; 20 carat gold means 
20 parts pure gold and 4 parts alloy. 

Chemotherapy: Treatment of a 
disease by means of a chemical com¬ 
pound having a specific bactericidal 
or bacteriostatic effect against the 
micro-organism involved. 

Chromosomes: The nucleus of 
every animal or plant cell contains 
such bodies having several hundreds 
of the hereditary factors called genes. 

Coriolis Force: It is the horizon¬ 
tal force exerted by the earth's rota¬ 
tion on the atmosphere. When the 
wind appears to be in uniform mo¬ 
tion with respect to the earth, it is in 
fact an accelerated motion in space as 
a result of the earth's rotation. 

Cosmic Rays: The origin of cos¬ 
mic rays is not certain, although some 
of them appear to be coming from the 
Sun. These rays consist mainly of 


charged particles reaching the earth 
from outer space. They are a power¬ 
ful source of radiation. Most of the 
particles in cosmic rays are protons. A 
small part (nearly 2 per cent) of the 
radiation is comprised of atomic 
nuclei. These nuclei have Vbry high 
atomic weights and may well be 
dangerous to living matter. Cosmic 
rays were first .studied by Millikan in 
1925. 

Cryogenics: It is a new and 
rapidly developing field of technol¬ 
ogy. It is concerned with the produc¬ 
tion, control and application of very 
low temperatures. The new .science is 
applied in rocketry, for space ex¬ 
ploration, electnmics, refrigeration, 
biology and medidine. 

Cybernetics: It is a Greek word 
meaning "Governor". It has been 
adopted as an American term for the 
science of automatic control by 
machines. For example, calculating 
machine is one of the common cyber¬ 
netics invented by Pascal. 

Cyclotron: It is a device of ac¬ 
celerating particles (protons, 
deuterons and heavier ions) to ener¬ 
gy-levels high enough to produce 
nuclear transformations. In the 
simplest types, the particle acquires 
kinetic energy equal to its charge 
multiplied by the difference in 
electric potential through which it 
falls. This energy is measured in Mev 
(million electronic volts). The 
cyclotron is a major instrument in 
nuclear research. 

Efflorescence: Certain hydrated 
salts when exposed to air, lose their 
water of crystallization and attain the 
amorphous form. Sodium carbonate 
and magnesium sulphate are some of 
these. 

Electrolysis: It is the process of 
decomposing liquid compounds 
duly acidulated, under the action of 
electric currant. 

Electrons: These are negatively 
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charged particles which revolve 
round the atom in certain orbits. The 
weight of these particles is negligibly 
small. 

Escape Velocity: It is the mini¬ 
mum speed which a spacecraft must 
have to escape the earth's 'Gravita¬ 
tional Puli'. It is 7 miles/sec. (11.2 
km/sec) from the earth. 

Poice: It may be defined as a 
push or pull which produces or tends 
to produce a change in flie state of 
rest or of uniform motion of a body. It 
is measured in terms of dynes or 
poundals. 

Gene: It is an elementary unit of 
heredity. It occurs along the length of 
the chromosomes which tlie nuclei 
carry. Hundreds and even thousands 
of genes can be found arranged along 
the chromo.some. These ate made up 
of DNA (deoxyribonucleic acid) and 
have a constant effect on the develop¬ 
ment of the individual. 

Germanium: This is a metal 
with a marked crystalline form. It 
was extensively used during the 
second world war, in place of- ther¬ 
mionic valves for amplifying signals 
received in small secret wireless 
receivers. 

It is now being developed for 
transistors, tiny amplifiers which 
control the release of current from a 
battery, with only a millionth of the 
power required by a radio tltermionic 
valve. A transistor consists of a ger¬ 
manium crystal with three electrical 
contacts and is widely used as such. 

Hard water: Hard water does 
not form lather with soap easily. 
Hardness of water is mainly due to 
the compounds of calcium, par¬ 
ticularly the soluble bicarbonates 
formed by the action of rain water 
and carbon dioxide from air on lime¬ 
stone. 

Heavy waten The usual chemi¬ 
cal formula for water is H 2 O. This 
signifies that two atoms Of hydrogen 
are linked with one atom of oxygen to 
form one molecule of water. Each 
atom of hydre^n normally consists 
of one proton duly contained in its 
nucleus. If a neutron is added to this 
nucleus, the resulting atom is still 


hydrogen as far as the chemical 
properties are concerned, but the 
atomic weight becomes double. And 
this isotope of hydrogen is obviously 
known as heavy hydrogen or 
deuterium and is attributed ^e sym¬ 
bol D. If this heavy hydrogen is made 
to combine with oxygen to form 
water, the result is formation of 
'heavy water', D 2 O. 

Holography: Discovered several 
years ago, is an improvement on 
photography. Instead of the two- 
dimensional picture obtained by the 
ordinary photographic process, 
holography, with the help of laser 
beams, reconstructs a three-dimen¬ 
sional image of an object. The 3-D 
image thus obtained is called a 
heliogram. 

Hybrid: It is an animal or plant 
produced by the union of two distinct 
species. 

Hydrogen Bomb: A thousand 
times more destructive than the atom 
bomb. Its explosion is based on 
fusion produced by atomic fission to 
generate the heat. 

Implosion: It is a technique for 
detonating underground nuclear 
devices. 

Infra-red Rays: Sunlight is com¬ 
posed of many colours such as red, 
orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo 
and violet. Beyond this red ray there 
exist other rays known as Infra-red 
Rays, which are invisible. These rays 
correspond to long wavelength but 
low frequency. 

Isotopes: A form of an element 
distinguished by the nuclear mass of 
its atoms though chemically identical 
with other forms. Hence, atoms of the 
same element which differ in mass 
number are known as isotopes of that 
element. 

Laser Beam: 'Laser' is the ab¬ 
breviated form of "Light AmpUfica- 
tion by Stimulated Emission of 
Radiation". It is a device which is 
capable of producing a powerful, 
monochromatic and coherent beam 
of light. It lends itself to multifarious 
uses in medicine, the science of war¬ 
fare etc. 

Laughing Gas: Nitrous oxide, a 


compound of nitrogen and oxygpt 
possessing mild anaesthetic power. It 
was the Erst of the inhalation anaes¬ 
thetics to be used. It was termed! 
‘laughing gas' on account of its exf> 
hilarating effect. It is used in den¬ 
tistry and for minor operations. 

Lightning Conductor: It is a 
conductor of electricity connected to 
earth and ending in one or more 
sharp points attached to a high part 
of a building. It saves the building 
from being damaged in case lightn¬ 
ing strikes it. The enormous electric 
charges from clouds flow down to the 
earth through it without harming the 
building. 

Light Yean Astronomical mea¬ 
sure of distance; the distance 
travelled by light in one year—ap¬ 
proximately 6 X 10 ’^ miles (6 million 
million miles). 

Nautical Mile: The term is used 
in maritime navigation. It signifies 
one minute of a great circle of the 
earth. It has been fixed by the British 
admiralty at 6,(%0 ft instead of 5,280 
ft for the Statute mile. 

Nitrogen, Fixation of: Although 
nitrogen is a very inert element, yet it 
reacts under special conditions to form 
a number of useful prcxlucts. The con¬ 
version of free atmospheric nitiogcn 
into nitrogenous compounds is called 
the fixation of nitrogen. 

Nuclear Fission: It is a nuclear 
reaction in which a heavy atomic 
nucleus {e.g. uranium) splits into two 
approximately equal parts, emitting 
neutrons at the same time and thus 
releasing very large amounts of 
nuclear energy. Fission can result 
spontaneously or it may be caused by 
the impact of the neutron, a photon or 
an energetic charged particle. 

Nuclear Fusion: A nuclear reac¬ 
tion between light atonaic nuclei as a 
result of which a heavier nucleus is 
formed and a large amount of nuclear 
energy is released. To make fusion 
possible, the reacting nuclei must 
possess sufficient kinetic energy to 
overcome the electrostatic field sur¬ 
rounding them. Fusion reactions are 
believed to be the source of energy of 
the stars including the sun. 
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DbBAiE; UlSUUbblUN 


Leapfrog into 21st 
Century 


Durittff the past few decades India 
has made rapid progress in many spheres, 
economic, technological and scientific. 
While some people are optimistic enough 
to a.ssert that the country is way ahead of 
others in the Third World, there are 
oihcrs who still think there are basic 
handicaps which would continually 
hinder the country's progress. The 
proposition for discussion is: "India can 
join the Tirst World in the 21st century 
and even leapfrog the advanced nations ." 


MrA Sir, top Indian profes¬ 
sionals who have made their mark 
in the USA and elsewhere asserted 


during the "Global Vision 2000" 
celebrations held in August to 
mark the 100th anniversary of 
Swami Vivekananda's famous 


Chicago address in Washington 
that India can not only join the First 
World in the 21st century but also 
be at the cutting edge of technology 
with proper national, political and 
industrial leadership. According to 
some eminently successful profes¬ 
sionals, India has plenty of people 
having mathematical and logical 
ability. These are the people who 
will make the new revolution in 


India happen. We have the talent; 
what we need is political, scientific 
and management leadership. 
Without such sincere and honest 


leaders we would remain back¬ 


ward. To give one instance, infor¬ 
mation technology has been 
changing fast, but recent advances 
in the country show that this is not 
a handicap at all. The next century 
(in fact even the last decade of the 
current century) will admittedly be 
an era of the computer—the amaz¬ 
ing device that now covers diverse 
fields. Those who thought we 
would remain far behind such high 
ly advanced countries as the USA 
and japan have been proved 


wrong. Although in some respects 
we have yet to learn many com¬ 
puter techniques and the methods 
c»f manufacturing a wide range of 
the latest type of computers, we 
have been able to prepare software 
programmes for use by people 
around the world. The fact that In¬ 
dian software are of high quality is 
evident from the wide demand and 
the orders our computer firms 
receive from various countries. The 
Senior Vice-President of a US com¬ 
pany (incidentally an Indian) said 
recently that India's potential in 
software and technology informa¬ 
tion was being increasingly recog¬ 
nised, especially by the Third 
World. India had missed the 
benefits and advancements linked 
with the Industrial Revolution but 
as the latest developments indicate, 
this lapse need not be a permanent 
handicap. Rather, the revolutionary 
changes in the world in recent 
years have opened up vast oppor¬ 
tunities for our big and small in¬ 
dustrialists and manufacturers. 
Besides the information revolution, 
there is also the knowledge revolu¬ 
tion. In the latter arena also, Indian 
manufacturers and publishers have 
a large scope for sales of their 
goods and products. It is well 
known that our country has a large 
pool of scientists and technical 
men. They now have more oppor¬ 
tunities to make good than they 
ever had before. ^ we can certain¬ 
ly become leaders in such technical 
arenas. 


MrB 


It seems to me that the 


assessment of India's position 
made by my predecessor, Mr A, is 
unjustifiably optimistic. He has ig¬ 
nored some harsh realities. One, 


the competition in the international 
markets is now so tough that In¬ 
dian goods have a distinct hand¬ 
icap. In quality, d urability and 


general appearance Indian 
manufactured articles and software 
are nowhere. In fact, some Third 
World patrons have cancelled their 
orders placed with Indian firms 
and switched over to Japanese and 
American manufactures. Second, 
the contention of my predecessor 
that India has the second or third 
largest pool of technical and scien¬ 
tific personnel is not well founded. 
In this connection, 1 would like to 
quote the finding of Dr Amit Mitra, 
an economist of international fame, 
who described this belief as "a 
myth". The Uniop Minister of State 
for Science and Technology, Mr P. 
Kumaramangalam, sincerely, 
believes that India has the second 
largest pool of scientific and techni¬ 
cal manpower. But Dr Mitra, who 
has studied the position, contends 
that it is a "fabulous rumour". Both 
of them were speaking at a seminar 
on "Management strategies for 
growth to meet the challenges of 
the changing environment", or¬ 
ganised by the Federation of Indian 
Chambers of Commerce and In¬ 
dustry (FICCI) in New Delhi on 
August 24 this year. According to 
Dr Mitra, India does have a large 
pool in terms of numbers, but the 
science and engineering graduates 
lack critical thinking and do not 
know how to fruitfully implement 
what they have learnt in profes¬ 
sional colleges or elsewhere. Ac¬ 
cording to him, liberalisation had 
yet to reach the ground level where 
the "inspector raj" still exists. India 
does have cheap labour, cheaper in¬ 
puts and hence boasts of lower 
costs of manufacture. But apparent¬ 
ly too much is taken for granted in 
this context. The famous economist 
has pointed out that the real chal¬ 
lenge before Indian industry is to 
reverse the following factors: 
government-controlled elite arena, 
the common psyche of "business is 
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theft", elitist pleasure in abstraction 
which takes managers and 
academics away froih ground 
realities, and a punitive sense of 
hierarchy. Moreover, the people, 
and in particular the scientific com¬ 
munity in general, have not failed 
to notice the bickerings, the fiasco 
and the lack of concrete achieve¬ 
ments at the annual Science Con- 
gre»J sessions held in various parts 
of the country. Each session 
remains pre-occupied with canvass¬ 
ing for positions of influence and 
pursuit of internal politics. A lot of 
public money is wasted in endless 
confabulations and discussions 
while the net outcome of the ses¬ 
sions is hardly worth mentioning. 
Hasn't the country failed to produce 
eminent scientists of the eminence of 
C.V Raman? The huge manpower is 
of ordinary quality; they are not 
talented, devoted persons at all. The 
exceptions are very few. 

MrC Sir, 1 am afraid the dis¬ 
mal note sounded by Mr B is un¬ 
warranted. 1 admit that there are 
black sheep and mediocres among 
the scientists, as indeed there are in 
every profession in this country. 

But, I ask, are all scientists and tech¬ 
nicians in advanced countries high¬ 
ly talented and gifted people? 

There are some men and women 
who have reached the top, while 
the rest are mediocres and people 
of limited calibre. A well-informed 
Indian leader has pointed out that 
companies in the USA have huge 
amounts of copper wire and also 
fibre optics. India, it is stated, can 
go straight into the wireless revolu¬ 
tion linking up the entire country 
with the rest of the world. It has , 
some valuable experience and has 
merely to exploit the vast available 
fields in order to make the best of 
them. The contention that countries 
such as India must indeed utilise 
the existing opportunities has been 
supported by a Sri Lanka expert 
who is President of the Third 
World Foundation, University of 
Maryland (USA). He has pointedly 
referred to the Third World perspec¬ 
tive and has cautioned that if the 
developing nations try merely to 
catch up with the developed 
countries, they would lose the race 


even before it has started. He em¬ 
phasised that the only appropriate 
technology for us is the technology 
of the future which Indian scien¬ 
tists should have no difficulty in 
adopting since they have the requi¬ 
site knowledge and experience. He 
did not suggest that we should dis¬ 
card the knowledge we have al¬ 
ready acquired over the year but in 
order to move forward into the 21st 
century we must not look back; we 
have to move forward. Actually, 
the developing countries now have 
the additional advantage of utilis¬ 
ing the older technology developed 
by the industrialised countries 
"and then leapfrogging on the 
shoulders of the giants". It has also 
been stated that India led the world 
in science and technology 400 to 
500 years ago. Why canT this 
country lead the world again? All 
that remains to be ensured is sound 
and confident leadership in various 
fields. We have also to remember 
(and we have bitter experience of 
this dismal fact in recent months— 
the Russians decided under US 
pressure to go back on their 
promise to supply the requisite 
cryogenic engine technology) that 
the developed countries would 
never part with their advanced 
technology. They are essentially 
selfish and jealous. So India would 
have to develop the requisite tech¬ 
nology itself. Our leaders often 
stress the importance and urgency 
of self-reliance. They should active¬ 
ly pursue this goal instead of mere¬ 
ly working half-heartedly towards 
it, making contrary decisions for ex¬ 
pediency and adopting conflicting 
policies in the economic and techni¬ 
cal fields. 


MrD Sir, I submit that, like 
Mr A, Mr C has been misled by the 
effusive talk of certain enthusiasts 
who seem to live in ivory towers 
away from the realities. It has been 
argued that what India now needs 
is the right type of leadership in cer¬ 
tain arenas. The fact is that there is 
little prospect of this country 
prixiucing the requisite leaders of 
high calibre. Our scheming, selfish 
politicians are too engrossed with 


petty conspiracies, backbiting and 
pulling each other down, to enable 
talented men to establish themsel¬ 
ves in the highest rungs of technol¬ 
ogy. There is the apparently 
permanent taint of politics, coupled 
with favouritism. Recognition of 
talent and decisions regarding 
awards and grants-in-aid are dic¬ 
tated by regional, communal, politi¬ 
cal and other extraneous 
considerations. How can this 
country leapfrog into the 21st cen¬ 
tury under these conditions? It is a 
vain dream. The reality is that the 
vast scientific community in this 
region has failed to register inven¬ 
tions and produce commendable 
results. The question of making a 
high jump or a long jump is not so 
easy for our people as the overop- 
timistic spokesmen hoped for at the 
"Global Vision 2000" session in 
Washington thought. If the scene is 
closely and dispassionately ex¬ 
amined, we shall find that there are 
more negatives and more pull-back 
forces than positive and construc¬ 
tive ones. The right climate for let¬ 
ting talent to flower is just not 
there, nor is there a bright chance 
for gifted and earnest technologists 
to do work of the highest quality. 
This is the basic cause of the well- 
known "brain drain" which costs 
the country heavily in many ways. 
In foreign countries the govern¬ 
ments go out of their way to pro¬ 
vide the best possible infrastructure 
and facilities for scientists and tech¬ 
nologists, but in India the financial 
allocations are inadequate and even 
the limited available funds are 
often misappropriated by wily mid¬ 
dlemen. Moreover, the stubborn 
bureaucracy makes it a point to put 
obstacles in the field of progressive 
programmes. The bureaucrats have 
their own axe to grind; they do not 
accommodate and encourage re¬ 
searchers but insist on due obser¬ 
vance of red tape and all the 
frustrating formalities which prove 
to be soul-killing for the scientists 
and even prompt them to abandon 
promising prefects and go away to 
greener pastures. We need to 
eliminate the adverse factors before 
we think of leapfrogging and reach¬ 
ing the moon. 
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PERSONAUTY DEVELOPMENT 


Never be Afraid of Criticism 


Criticism unavoidable 

Vy^HOEVER you are and whatever 
W you are, one thing is certain: 
you shall not, as you go through life, 
escape criticism. Therefore, you nceti 
to come to terms with it. 

Attitude to criticism 

OME people are naturally more 
sensitive to criticism than others, 
while there are actually those who 
appear to thrive on it. Oversensitivity 
to criticism can certainly bring great 
unhappiness. If you are always in¬ 
fluenced, in what you do, by a nag¬ 
ging thought as to whether other 
people will approve, you are laying 
up for yourselves the certainty of 
great personal strain and distress, 
and the possibility of actual nervous 
breakdown. 

On the other hand, to be totally 
impervious to criticism is to develop 
an arrogant, ego-centred attitude 
which makes warm human relations 
difficult and deprives us of a great 
deal of personal happiness and satis¬ 
faction. 

The fear of criticism 

HE fear of criticism is one of the 
basic fears. It lies at the root of 
most of one's worries. It robs man of 
his initiative, destniys his power of 
imagination, limits his individuality, 
undermines his self-reliance and 
does him damage in a hundred other 
ways. 

The major symptoms of the fear 
are: 

(1) Self-consciousness: Generally 
expressed through nervousness jit¬ 
ters, timidity in conversation and 
meeting strangers, awkward move¬ 
ment of the hands and limbs, shifting 
of the eyes. 

(2) Lack of poise: Expressed 
through the lack of voice control, ner¬ 
vousness in the presence of others. 


poor posture of body, poor memory. 

(3) Personality: Lacking in firm¬ 
ness of decision, personal charm, and 
ability to express opinions definitely. 
The habit of side-tracking issues in¬ 
stead of meeting them squarely. 
Agreeing with others without care¬ 
fully examining their opinions. Be¬ 
coming yes man—^a characterless, 
weekly acquiescent person. 

(4) Inferiority complex: The habit 
of expressing self-approval by word 
of mouth and by actions, as a means 
of covering up a feeling of inferiority. 
Using big words to impress others. 
Imitating others in dress, speech and 
manners. Bragging of imaginary 
achievements. This often gives a sur- 


No one in this world can 
hurt you unless you allow it, 
and then of course you are 
hurting yourself. 


face appearance of a superiority com¬ 
plex. 

(5) Extravagance: The habit of 
trying to keep up with the Joneses by 
spending beyond one's income. 

(6) Lack of initiative: Failure to 
embrace opportunities for self-ad¬ 
vancement, fear to express opinions, 
lack of confidence in one's ideas, 
giving evasive answers to questions 
asked by superiors, hesitancy of 
manner and speech and deceit, both 
in words and actions. 

(7) Lack of ambition: Mental and 
physical laziness, lack of self-asser¬ 
tion, slowness in reaching decisions, 
being too easily influenced; the habit 
of criticising others behind their 
backs and buttering them up to their 
faces; the habit of accepting defeat 
without protest or quitting an under¬ 
taking when opposed by others; 
suspicion of other people without 


rhyme or reason; lack of tactfulness of 
manner and speech; reluctance to ac¬ 
cept the blame for nustake^ 

(8) Snobbishness: The species of 
the snob: "the little man aping his 
betters, the minnow trying to swim 
with the big fish and be mistaken for 
such by the other denizens of the 
pond." 

How to eliminate the 
fear of criticism 

HE fear of criticism, like any other 
form of fear, is a state of mind. 
Your state of mind is subject to con¬ 
trol and direction. Get rid of the fear 
by reaching a decision and not wor¬ 
rying about what other people think, 
do or say. 

If criticism had any real power to 
harm, the skunk would be extinct by 
now. Your critics are no more than 
bugbears. Pitchfork them out of your 
mind. "The world", says Sacha 
Guitry, "is filled with statues of 
writers, poets, musicians. Have you 
ever seen a statue of a critic?" No 
criticism can destroy you provided 
you don't want to be destroyed. 

How to develop a 
reasonable attitude to 
criticism 

ERE are some tips on how to 
develop a reasonable and 
balanced attitude to criticism: 

(1) Accept the inevitability of 
criticism: As already observed, to act 
all the time in an attempt to eschew 
criticism is to put yourselves under a 
tremendous nervous and emotional 
strain. It will sap your creative ener¬ 
gy, your imagination, and your initia¬ 
tive. Whatever you do, whatever you 
say, you can't please all the people all 
the time. Nor should you try; if you 
do, the odds are that you will finish 
up by pleasing nob«dy at all. 

(2) When criticised examine your 
conscience: When you receive 
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criticism ask yourselves quite honest¬ 
ly whether you really approve your¬ 
selves of what you have aone. If your 
conscience comes out of that acid test 
unscathed, then you need not worry 
overly at words of criticism. 

(3) Welcome criticism: Genuinely 
try to welcome criticism as some¬ 
thing from which you may be able to 
learn. Do not want to go unchal¬ 
lenged and uncriticised; it would be a 
thoroughly bad thing for your ego. 

(4) Use criticism creatively: 
Criticism you receive may be either 
destructive or constructive. 

Destructive criticism: If it is 
destructive, made spitefully and in¬ 
tended merely to annoy or devalue 
you in the eyes of others, try to be 
philosophical about it. A person who 
employs this sort of criticism is a piti¬ 
able character, 'a critic with a chip on 
his shoulder'. His criticisms are, no 
doubt, very irritating, biit they are 
not very important. Fie criticises for 
the sake of criticising; he lov^es to 
destroy but has no ability for creative 
comment. Mis criticisms have more of 
heat than of light in them. 


This sort of criticism can be safely 
discountenanced. Certainly it is not 
worth losing a moment's sleep about. 
Brooding over it is a waste of time 
and energy, an injustice to yourself, 
and an undeserved tribute to the per¬ 
son who made it. So, forget about it. 

Constructive criticism: Construc¬ 
tive criticism can be useful. The critic 
may be right. What he says may have, 
at any rate, some justincation in it. 
You can often learn from it. It may 
lead to some amendment of your 
speech or conduct or correction of er¬ 
rors on your part. Don't resent being 
caught out in this way, but in fact you 
ought to be grateful to people who 
put you right. True, they do not al¬ 
ways make their criticism in the 
kindest of ways, but if it proves use¬ 
ful, what does that matter? 

One thing you should never do 
when criticised for faults, omissions 
and so on, is to try to shuffle off the 
responsibility on to some one else. To 
accept responsibility squarely, to 
admit your mistakes, to do what you 
can promptly, to make restitution is 
the surest way of disarming our 


critics and to make the creative use of 
this sort of criticism. 

Summing-up 

I N sum, whether criticism is meant 
kindly or not, you can use it con¬ 
structively and creatively for your 
own purposes. By doing so you can 
take the sting out of the bitterest 
criticism because you have got some¬ 
thing positive and helpful out of it. 
Instead of letting it harm you and 
embitter you, you have turned it into 
something instructive and enriching. 

Tail-piece 

A well-known television star once 
devised a wonderful system for 
coping with vicious and insulting 
poison-pen letters. He mailed the of¬ 
fending missile right back to the 
sender with this note of his own: 
"The-enclosed letter arrived on my 
desk a few days ago. I am sending it 
to you in the belief that as a respon¬ 
sible citizen you should know that 
some idiot is sending out letters over 
your signatures. Cordially..." 
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General Knowledge 
Crossword No. 9 



ACROSS 

1. Flagship of Indian Navy (7). 

4. Unit of currency of japan (3). 

6.. Abbreviated name for Terrorism Prevention Act (4). 

7. I-ively Bohemian dance (5). 

10. A Dull finish (3). 

11. Abbreviation for intelligence agency of USA (3). 

13. Sodium thiosulphate used as a fixing agent in 
photography (4). 

15. Capital of this country is I iavana (4). 

17. Short literary composition dealing with its subject 
from a personal point of view (5). 

19. Organic compound formed by replacing hydrogen of 
an acid by an organic radical (5). 

21. Name of largest deer of Europe and Asia (3). 

22. Abbreviated name of Test to check the brain (3). 

23. Self luminous gaseous bixly similar to sun (4). 


DOWN 

1. Papal State of Italy (7). 

2. Unit used for measuring paper (4). 

3. Mixture of light hydrocarbons obtained by distillation 
of petroleum, coal, tar etc. (6) 

4. Hardy wild ox of Himalayas (3). 

8. North Scandinavian people called Finns in Norway (5). 

9. Abbreviation used for "before noon" (2). 

12. Skin disease caused by abnormal activity of sebaceous 
(grease) glands (4). 

14. An Eskimo canoe made of skins (5). 

16. Gaseous hydrocarbon of paraffin series (C 4 H 10 ) (6). 

17. According to Greek mythology god of love (4). 

18. Egyptian leader assassinated in 1981 (5), 

20. Water deposited on surfaces when decreasing 
temperature causes saturation of water vapour in air 
(3). 

(Answers to G.K. Crossword No. 9 will appear 
in Nov '93 issue.) 


ANSWERS to G.K. Crossword No. 8 

ACROSS: 1. Akbar 4. Lenin 6. Menhuin 8. Ike 11. Homer 14. Russel 16. Kim 17. Panini 
DOWN: 1. Kabir 3. Ram 5. Nanak 7. Uday 9. Border 10. Ghori 12. Masti 13. Tulsi 15. Ibn 
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READERS’ 

SINO-INDIAN ACCORD 
It is really heartening 
that the two giants of the 
East, notably India and 
China, have after 30 years of 
tense relations, signed an 
accord to ensure Mace along 
the disputed boraer. Tltis 
accord is a stm forward 
towards the final solution of 
the dispute. It is a clear 
indication that India and 
China are prepared to solve 
the issue on their otvn, 
without having any third 
party’s help. If things go 
well, this ivill lead to lasting 
stability in the region. 

But what is 

disappointing is the fact that 
China is not ready to return 
the territory which it seized 
in 1962. Besides, there is 
little hope of China stopping 
its military aid to Pakistan. 

It is here that our neighbour 
seems to be indulging in 
double speak. 

Anil Kumar 

Vaishali 

The prospects of 
restoring Sina-Indian 
cordiality are bright. 
Coordinated and cooperative 
action would benefit not just 
the two nations but the 
developing nations of the 
world also. Both share 
ancient ties as well as 
modem vulnerabilities. 

If India and China 
maintain good relations and , 
work together for mutual 
good, both can assist each 
other in becoming economic 
giants. 

Durga Madhab Dash 
Bhubaneswar 
Any step forward 
towards establishing 
friendship is to be 
appreciated. The border 
dispute between India and 
China can be resolved only 
through patience, not by 
display or use of force, war 
is not the solution of any 
problem. 

Deependra Kumar 

Sitamarhi 

NEW THREAT 

It seems there is no 
dearth of threats to our 
motherland. This time Mr 
T.N. Seshan has acted like a 
‘KJhalnayak'l People love to 


FORUM 

hate him. 

We are quite familiar 
with Lord Rama-Ravana 
battle episode in the great 
epic, Ramayana. When Lord 
Rama was Beheading 
Ravana a new head was 
coming upforthrvith at that 
place. At last. Lord Rama 
made use 'Brahmastra' to 
vanquish Ravana. Exactly 
this is happening in our 
country. It remains to be seen 
xvho will apply the 
Brahmastra, and when, to 
overpower the threats 
looming large over the 
horizon of our beloved 
motherland! 

Jyotiranjan Biswal 
Dhenkarml 

Mr Seshan's no- 
nonsense and sometimes 
abrasive style of functioning 
may not have pleased his 
political masters, but the 
reasons cited by him in 
defence of his sudden 
decisions arc credible and 
valid. Critics might lambast 
Seshan for being arrogant, 
autocratic and cynical but 
the fact remains that 
without a tough and 
independent officer to 
oversee the election process, 
the whole system would go 
awry and shake the very 
foundations of our 
democratic stnKture. 

G. Santosh 
Gwalior 

CORRUPTION AT HIGH 
PLACES 

Your series of articles on 
corruption, systems failure, 
etc, are all tvorthwhile. Yon 
have brought these 
unsavoury facts to light. 

These had remained 
uncovered for a long time. 

Our politicians and 
bureaucrats are toying.with 
the future of our cotinfry to 
achieve their selfish ends. 

Kudos to your great 
reformative effort and 
keeping these things in young 
minds. 

Sanjay Nauriyal 
Pauri Qirhwal 
EMPLOYMENT AS A 
HUMAN RIGHT 

The essay in your Oct 
'93 issue compels me to write 
down the folloioing; 


A mm without a job 
Isafiartofmob. 

It is enough to indulge in 
anti-social activity 
When his stomach is empty. 
By this act the country's 
head hangs in shanw 
To than it would Ik fidly to 
blame. 

For stopping it from 
galloping increase 
The government will have 
to devise ways & means. 
If roe fail to catch f/ic bus 
Only a miracle can save us. 

Shahab Afroze 

Konch 

SUPER COP 

The US pressure on 
crumbling Russia to cancel 
the tranter of cryogenic 
engine technolom to India is 
another proof that America 
has not left any stone 
unturned to halt or hinder 
the space programmes of this 
country. The western sources 
fear that if the Indian space 
programmes are successful, 
these could offer stiff 
competition to the west in 
commercial launches. 

In this context, I would 
like to repeat what history 
teaches us—"The Greater the 
suppression, the nearer the 
goal." In the past when the 
USA stopped food supplies 
to India we dedicated 
ourselves to agriadture. 
Ultimately, the 
Green-Revolution succeeded 
in India. Today, toe are able 
to export foodgrains. 
Similarly, let us take this 
obstacle as a challenge. 

Binay Kumar Mishra 
jamalpur 

CM FEATURES 

I have been a regular 
reader of your montfdy 
magazine. The worth ofthe 
magazine is immense. The 
magazine is very usefid for 
ambitious candidates 
appearing in various 
competitive exams. With the 
help of your magazine I have 
got through the MBA written 
examination conducted Iw 
the All-India Institute of 
Management, New Delhi, an 
behalf of Madurai Kamaraj 
University. 

I am really indebted to 
your magazine for my 


success. 

S. Ramesh 
Pondicherry 

Many thanks for 
inclusion of your new feature 
'Civil Services (Main) 
special' in the Competition 
Master, which is a unique 
step for improvement of the 
magazine. It will help the 
aspirants ofthe civil services 
as it gives a clear-att idea 
about the most important 
part of this civil service 
exam. The readers ofthe 
Competition Master were in 
need of such a valuable 
feature and by adding this 
you have ftdfilled their desire. 

Saroj Kanta Mohapatra 
Berhampur 

I have been a regular 
reader of your monthly 
magazine for the past 3 
years. Thanks a lot for 
publishing the Civil Services 
(Main) special feature in the 
September '93 issue. It has 
made the magazine more 
valuable anda store house of 
civil services questions and 
answers. 

Akhilesh Kumar 

Madhubani 

I am an avid reader of 
the CM. since matriculation. 
Its the most sought after 
magazine for students like us 
who seek bright careers. It 
has got everything and 
toadies all important 
problems. A notable feature 
of CM is detailed analytical 
news and features on 
national and international 
affairs, which most 
contemporary magazines 
lack, I must say 'keep it up, 
we bank on you.' 

Birendra Raj 
Kalahanai 

I am a subscriber of CAi. 

I find this magazine very 
kelpfiil.lt is doing an 
excellent job by providing 
necessary information to 
youth aspiring to a bright 
future. 

Rohit Aurwal 
Mathura 

I thank you for the new 
feature ‘Facts about science'. 

It will be very helpful to 
those candidates who are 
mainly interested in arts 
subjects and are preparing 
forgenerdi competitions. 

Kailash Chandra Thakur 
Darbhanga 
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EDITORIAL 


Benazir’s Victory 


A s was widely feared, the 
general elections in 
Pakistan have resulted in a 
hung parliament with no 
single party securing a 
majority and the largest group 
needing the support of 
independents and others to 
form the government. At lea.st 
25 independents have to be 
won over by the leader to 
achieve a working majority 
and indications are that Ms 
Benazir Bhutto will be able tt) 
do so. Of course she expected a 
much larger margin, but then 
hopes and calculations of 
likely support often go awry. 

1 ler principal rival, Mr Nawaz 
Sharif, on his part, was so confident of victory that at 
one place he declared that he and his numerous 
supporters would "dump her into the sea". As things 
turned put, it was he who was dumped and had to eat 
the humble pie. 

Nevertheless, he has not lost hope and will 
presunujbly bide his time. "1 attribute my victory to 
Allah..we will make Pakistan the beacon of hope in the 
world of Islam", he declared. He chose not to explain 
why in his own State of Punjab—a crucial area in 
Pakistan—the PPP, which had won only 14 seats in the 
1990 election, managed to secure 52 out of the 111 
constituencies which went to the polls this time. It has 
also to be noted that the biggest loser in the poll was tlie 
Pakistan Islamic Front which got only three seats—two 
in the NWFP and one in Sindh. 

Another notable development was the 
anti-defection ordinance, issued by the caretaker regime 
on October 6, which was designed to prevent horse¬ 
trading in which rival parties generally indulge in their 
bid to form the government It is also interesting that 
Benazir's brother, Mir Murtaza Bhutto, for whom his 
mother pleaded so earnestly but whose return to 
Pakistan politics after a long absence abroad was not 
welcomed by Benazir Bhutto because of the implicit 
threat to her leadership of the PPP, was defeated in all 
the three seats he contested in Sindh.' 

It is rather early to guess what the new Prime 
Minister's policy towards India would be. Two things 
are, however, clear. One, the new incumbent is unlikely 
to change Pakistan's Kashmir policy. That country's 
claims on J & K and active support to the militants 
operating in ttie Valley will continue. The new 


Government cannot afford to 
go against the wishes of the 
Pakistani people who are keen 
on affirming and reaffirming 
the claims on J & K; they harp 
on the "illegality" of that 
region's accession to India. 
Two, in view of the defeat of 
orthodox Islamic groups in the 
elections the Pakistan 
Government is unlikely to lay 
excessive stress on blatantly 
orthodox Islamic principles 
and policies. A relatively liberal 
trend in policy making is 
probable. During her previous 
spell of power as the Prime 
Minister Benazir was widely 
criticised for corruption and 
other financial irregularities (her husband became 
notorious as "Mr 10 per cent", the commission he 
generally charged for government contracts from the 
holders). Mr Nawaz Sharif gained much notoriety for a 
series of financial irregularities and grant of favours to 
industrialists and businessmen belonging to his area. 

Ms Benazir Bhutto accused Mr Sharif of squandering large 
amounts of public money (not all her charges were 
frivolous). The new Prime Minister is therefore likely to be 
more careful in financial matters so as not to lose 
credibility and, iastead, retein the confidence of the voters 
who now expect a clean and honest administration. 

The Pakistan election holds out some clear lessons 
for India and these it would be folly for our politicians 
and administrators to ignore. One, the Pakistan 
elections were free and fair, not tainted with many 
electoral malpractices such as rigging, bogus voting, 
and violence. India must make it a point to ensure 
incident-free polls henceforth. A mini-general election is 
due in our country in November this year and this 
occasion might itself prove to be an acid test of India's 
capacity to hold the right type of polls. Secondly, our 
polity must be free from political horse-trading and 
frantic bargaining with the use of money and muscle 
power. If Pakistan, where the democratic traditions are 
not so deeply grounded as'in India, can hold a free and 
fair election, why can't India—the land of Gandhi and 
Nehru? ' 

The Western countries expect India to be a 
progressive entity, not one that is afflicted by communal 
riots and religious bigotry. The caution to the rulers in 
New Delhi is as clear as daylight. The dark shadows 
defaming this country must indeed be eliminated 
without delay. 







SPECIAL FEATURE 


Dawn of Peace in West Asia 


A hialoric peace agreement was 
signed by Israel and the Palestine Libera¬ 
tion Organisation (P.L.O.) in 
Washington on September 13,1993, out¬ 
lining a plan for Palestinian self-rule in 
the occupied territories. The accord, 
described, by some enthusiasis as "a 
modem miracle", is a political waterslu’d 
the importance of which it would be 
wrong to minimise. It marked the. daum 
of the lottg-awaited era of peace in a con- 
ftict-stricKcn region known for endless 
clashes between Arabs and fans. It is "a 
conceptual breakthrough" and signals 
the success of quiet, patient diplomacy 
and recognition of realities. 

Life-long enemies. Yasser Arafat and 
Israeli leaders suddenly become friends 
and sluxik hands after signing a "Dec- 
laralion of Principles" which is »*x- 
pected to end the decades of enmity 
between Israelis and Jews and change 
the political landscape of West Asia. 

Israel and Jordan carriexi the peace 
prtK'ess further by signing an agree¬ 
ment an September 14 designai to 
resolve their long-standing differences. 

Israeli Forei};n Minister 
Shimon Peres and a P.L.O. official, 
Mr Mahamoud Abbas (Abu 
Mezan) signed the document. U.S. 
President Bill Clinton hosted the 
event. The notable dignitaries who 
witnessed the ceremony were Is¬ 
raeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
PLO Chairman Ya.sser Arafat, U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren Chris¬ 
topher and Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev. 

President Clinton made an ap¬ 
propriate observation on the oc¬ 
casion: "Today we bear w'itness to an 
extraordinary event in one of 
history's defining moments." He 
.said, "This bold new venture, this 
brave gamble that the future can be 
better than the past, must endure." 

Israeli Prime Minister Rabin 
called upon both sides to move to 
ballots from bullets, from guns to 


shovels. He pledged to work for a 
comprehensive peace for all. The 
PLO official Mahamoud Abbas, com¬ 
mented; "We have come to this point 
because we believe that peaceful co¬ 
existence and cooperation are the 
only means of reaching under¬ 
standing and for realising the hopes 
of Palestinians and the Israelis." 

Recognition Pact 

N September 10 the traditional 
rivals, Israel and the PLO, for¬ 
mally recognised each other and em¬ 
barked on a refreshing course that 
promises to herald a new era of 
peace. The mutual recognition 
cleared the decks for the two to sign a 


landmark agreement on limited 
autonomy in Gaza Strip and Jericho. 
The Israeli Prime Minister, Mr 
Yitzhak Rabin, signed the mutual ac¬ 
cord recognising the PLO in 
Jerusalem. The document said the 
Government of Israel recognised the 
PLO as the representative of the 
Palestinian people and would com¬ 
mence negotiations with the PLO 
within ^he West Asia peace process. 

The PLO Chairman, Mr Yasser 
Arafat, had taken the historic step in 
Tunis and put his name on a docu¬ 
ment that formally announced the 
PLO's recognition of Israel's right to 
exist in peace and security. Mr Rabin 


signed the agreement after receiving 
a letter from Mr Arafat which 
renounced violence and promised to 
push through amendments to parts 
of the PLO charter offensive to Israel. 
The letter was brought from the PLO 
headquarters in Tunis by Norwegian 
Foreign Minister, Mr Johan Jorgen 
Holst. 

The ground-breaking accord was 
the first between Israel and the Pales¬ 
tinians since the Jewish State was 
created in 1948. Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres was the chief architect 
of the deal with the PLO. The Nor¬ 
wegian Foreign Minister played a 
notable role in the negotiations. 

liarlier, oh August 31, an agree¬ 
ment was reached between the Is¬ 
rael Government and the PLO on 
autonomy and self-rule for the 
Palestinians, starting in the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank town of 
Jericho. The accord was signed 
during the 11th round of talks be¬ 
tween Palestinian and Israeli 
delegations for peace in the Middle 
East. The agreement was 
negotiated secretly by the Israeli 
Foreign Minister who met PLO of¬ 
ficials in Norway on August 20 and 
flew to the USA to win 
Washington's support. The accord 
enshrined fundamental changes in 
Israel's position, including readiness 
to discuss the return of seized ter¬ 
ritories. Israel admitted that 200,000 
Palestinians were sent out of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip when Israel oc¬ 
cupied the territories. A Palestinian 
police force would assume control six 
or seven months after the signing of 
the agreement. The first stage of 
autonomy will begin in Gaza. The 
settlements and the army will stay 
there, but will pull out of certain 
areas. The headquarters of the 
autonomy council is to be in Jericho. 

The agreement, signed by Israel 
and Jordan in Washington, less than 
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24 hours after the Isracl-P.L.O. ac¬ 
cord, sets out the framework for 
resolving the long-standing differen¬ 
ces between them. It paves the way 
for re-establishment of diplomatic 
relations and settlement of the border 
disputes between the two countries. 
The document specifies the issues on 
which Israel and Jordan agree for an 
eventual deal based on U.N. resolu¬ 
tions 292 and 338 which called upon 
Israel to withdraw from occupied ter¬ 
ritories in exchange for peace with its 
neighbours. 

The background 

OVERING a historically impor¬ 
tant area of the Middle East, 
Palestine (as it originally was) in¬ 
cludes the modern State of Israel and 
part of Western Jordan. The Pales¬ 
tinian boundaries have changed 
several times over the centuries but it 
has always included areas between 
the Mediterranean Sea and Egypt on 
the West, Lebanon and Syria in the 
north, Jordan on the east and the Red 
Sea on the south. 

Between World War 1 and 1948, 
Palestine was governed by the British 
under a mandate from the League of 
Nations. In 1946 complete inde¬ 
pendence was granted to Transjor- 
■ dan, but after a year the U.N. 

recommended that Palestine be 
, divided into two small countries, one 
Arab and the other Jewish. The 
Briti.sh withdrew from the area in 
May, 1948. Israel then declared itself 
independent. It defeated all the at¬ 
tacks launched against it by the 
Arabs. The series of these conflicts 
came to be known as Middle East 
Wars. The dispute over Palestine 
remained unresolved during the 
period. 

After the 1967 war, several 
Palestinian nationalist groups 
emerged, the most prominent 
among them being the Palestine 
Liberation Movement known as Al- 
Fatah, and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). The Pales¬ 
tinians adopted terrorist tactics, in¬ 
cluding hijacking, assassinations 
and commando raids, thus focuss¬ 
ing world attention on their 
demands fur abolition of Israel and 
resettlement of Palestinians in their 


homeland. 

In 1974 the U.N. affirmed the 
right of the Palestinians to self-deter¬ 
mination. But clashes between the 
Palestinians and the Israelis con¬ 
tinued into the late 1970s. The 
stalemate remained unresolved; the 
differences between the Arabs and 
the Jews have been sharp. 

Mr Yasser Arafat, Leader of 
P.L.O., has remained the internation¬ 
al .symbol of Palestinian resistance 
and is the recognised spokesman of 
his people. The UN Security Council 
held a special meeting in October, 
1985, to focus attention on st'curing 
the legitimate rights of the Palesi- 
tinians to self-determination. 

There have been several waves of 
Arab-lsraeli violence. When India 
was chairman of NAM, it proposed 
the convening of an international 
peace conference to find a just solu¬ 
tion to the problem in We.st Asia. In 
fact, India has consistently pleaded 
the cause of the Palestinians and ac¬ 
corded full honours to Mr Arafat. 

Some recent events introduced 
complex and dangerous elements 
into the already fragile environment. 
The Israeli occuption of Lebanon, 
harassment of Palestinian and 
Lebanese civilians, the building of a 
new settlement on lands occupied by 
Israel and aggressive acts such as the 
attack on Tunisia, caused further des¬ 
tabilisation. 

Soon afterwards, exiled Pales¬ 
tinian forces led by Yasser Arafat an¬ 
nounced the formation of an 
independent State of Palestine in the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip. India was among the first 
in Asia to announce its recognition of 
the new State. Several other countries 
did likewise. Palestine suffered a set¬ 
back in 1990 when Arafat backed 
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 

Who holds What 

Golan Heights; The area was 
part of Syria until captured by Israel 
in the 1967 war. Some of it was 
returned as part of the 1974 dis¬ 
engagement accord. The rest of the 
Golan Heights was virtually annexed 
by Israel in 1981. 


West Bank: Captured by Israel 
from Jordan In the 1967 war. It in¬ 
cludes the city of Jericho. East 
Jerusalem was also captured and 
later annexed by Israel. 

Gaza Strip: Under Egyptian ad¬ 
ministration until Israel captured it in 
the 1967 war. Under a draft accord, 
Palestinian self-rule would begin in 
Gaza and Jericho. 

Sinai Peninsula: Captured by 
Israel from Egypt in the 1967 war and 
returned to Egypt under the 1979 
Egyptian-lsraeli peace treaty. The 
status of Gaza and the West Bank was 
to have been worked out under the 
Camp David accord of 1978. 

There are 5.5 million Palestinians 
worldwide. About 3.5 millions of 
them reside in the West Asian region, 
1.8 million in Gaza and the West 
Bank; about 800,000 in l.srael, 475,000 
in Lebanon (including 317,000 in 
refugee camps), about 400,000 in 
Syria and 1.2 million in Jordan. 

Eleven rounds of Arab-lsraeli 
peace negotiations were held after 
the 1991 Gulf War. 

Oct 31-Nov 3, 1991; Peace talks 
open in Madrid, Israel and Syria meet 
face to face for the first time in 43 
years. Israelis hlold first direct formal 
talks with Jordanian-Palestinian 
delegation and meet again with 
I .ebanese. 

The second round was held in 
Washington from Jan 13-16,1992; the 
third from Jan 28-29,1992; the fourth 
from Feb 24 to March 5; the fifth from 
April 27 to 30; the sixth from Aug 24 ‘ 
to Sept 14, 1992; the seventh on Oct 
21, the eighth on Dec 7, 1992, the 
ninth from April 27 to May 13,1993; 
the 10th from June 15 to July 1,1993; 
the 11 til on Aug 31,1993 when it was 
learnt that the Israelis had been talk¬ 
ing secretly with the PLO and the two 
had initialled an accord on self-rule 
Palestinians in Gaza Strip and 
Jericho. 

Main features of Pact 

OLLOWING are key points of the 
Declaration of Principles on Pales¬ 
tinian self-rule signed in Washington. 

Palestinian autonomy: A five- 
year period of limited autonomy for 
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Palestinians in the Gaza Strip and 
West Bank town of Jericho will begin 
officially on Decen^r 13. Before the 
start of the third year, the two sides 
will begin negotiating a permanent 
accord. 

Israeli withdrawal: The Israelis 
are to begin withdrawing from the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho area on 
December 13, when a further agree¬ 
ment is to be signed, including 
detailed arrangements for Pales¬ 
tinian control of the two Areas. 
Authority is to be transferred imme¬ 
diately from the Israeli army-run civil 
administration to "authorised 
Palestinians" in five spheres: educa¬ 
tion and culture, health, social wel¬ 
fare, direct taxation, and tourism. 

Elections: Palestinians will hold 
elections by April 13, 1994, for a 
Palestinian Council to run the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank. The Pales¬ 
tinians will immediately start build¬ 
ing a police force, the core of which 
will be PLO fighters from outside the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip. 

Disputes Resolution: Disputes 
between Israel and the Pales^ians 
will be decided by a joint committee, 
or referred to an arbitration commit¬ 
tee if both sides agree. 

Israel will continue to provide 
protection to the already armed 'Is¬ 
raeli settlers living in the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip. 

Refugees: The agreement pro¬ 
vides for discussion of the method of 
return for upto 2,00,000 Palestinians 
who fled the West Bank and the Gaza 
during the 1967 war. It does not 
guarantee their return, and puts 
off discussion of refugees who left 
in 1948 until the final negotia¬ 
tions. 

Consideration of the future of 
Jerusalem, claimed by bodr Israel and 
the Palestinians as their eternal capi¬ 
tal, was postponed until the final 
status negotiations. 

Economic Aid: The accord calls 
for dte establishment of a joint Israel- 
Palestinian economic cooperation 
committee to implement economic 
development programmes for the 
impoverished Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank. 


World leaders hail pact 

T he historic pact was greeted with 
endrusiasm and relief around the 
world; Political leaders praised the 
courage and determination of those 
who Drought it about. However, 
there were warnings from many 
quarters diat peace had not yet been 
finally achieved and that violent ele¬ 
ments could still wreck the process. 


But statesman and media com¬ 
mentators alike were agreed that the 
pact marked a landmark in the tur¬ 
bulent history of the Middle East and 
that the opportunity for lasting peace 
should not be thrown away. The 
Spanish daily "El Mundo" rated the 
pact's significance alongside the 1989 
destruction of die Berlin wall and the 
subsequent collapse of Commimism 
in Eastern Europe. 


The Belgian Foreign Minister, Mr 
Willy Claes, representing the 
European Community's current 
presidency, said he would immedi¬ 
ately start consultations with the 
Eur^ean Commission to intensify 
the Community's contribution to the 
Middle East peace process. 

The Commission announced 
plans to grant 600 million dollars as 
extra aid to the occupied territories. 
The EC is already the largest donor of 
aid to the Palestinians. 


The German Foreign Minister, 
Mr Klaus Kinkel, said: "We Germans, 
who share a painful history with the 
Jewish people, are especially happy 
about this peace accord. Germany 
would expand its relations with the 
PLO as a result of the accord." France 
was also happy over the develop¬ 
ment. 


British Prime Minister John 
Major, welcoming the event, said it 
is "a breakthrough, the most 
remarkable breakthrough for many 
years". 

Tokyo was already thinking of 
substantially increasing financial as¬ 
sistance to Palestinian refugees 
which had been set at $ 18 million for 
fiscal 1993-94. Japan also planned to 
ofier aid to assist in Palestinian self- 
rule in the West Bank and Gaza on a 
scale in keeping with Tokyo's global 


role. 

U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher extended full support to 
the move. The "Los Angeles Times" 
observed tiiat similar backing must 
now be enlisted from oBier States, in 
the Middle East and beyond; "the- 
more international encouragemerit 
there is for this agreement, the greater 
its chances of success." 

Israel and P.L.O.—the organisa¬ 
tion that for nearly 20 years has 
claimed to be the sole representative 
of the Palestinian people, a claim 
now bitterly challenged by some 
Palestinians—have t»en the first 
tangible steps on a long and hazard¬ 
ous journey. Many are the forces that 
will seek to prevent them from reach¬ 
ing that goal. 

Mr Yasser Arafat, sought to 
mobilise the backing of Arab govern¬ 
ments, even as demonstrations 
denouncing the agreement as a sell¬ 
out sweep Gaza and parts of the West 
Bank. 

Vital Poser 

I N an analytical comment, the 
"Guardian'' of London rightly 
posed the question: "Is this real peace 
in the Middle East?" and added: "The 
simple question raised by the 
prospective PLO-Israeli deal 
provokes difficult answers. Does it 
mean that within a few months 
Yasser Arafat could be holding court 
in Jericho? That would be an amazing 
concession for Israel whose policy 
has been based for decades on non- 
recognition and outlawing of the 
PLO. Or- is it that Mr Arafat, 
desperate to regain control of his dis¬ 
integrating movement (and of the 
Arab side of the peace process), has 
clutched at a devious straw from 
Yitzhak Rabin? It could be a broken 
one which requires him to abandon 
Palestinian aspirations for effective 
self-rule everywhere else. Is it Gaza 
first, or Gaza last?" 

The deal is supposed to provide 
"full autonomy" for the Palestinians 
in Gaza and Jericho, and more 
limited powers for self-rule in file rest 
of the West Bank. This will then be¬ 
come the "interim settlement" en¬ 
visaged at the Madrid Middle East 
» 
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Conference to last for five years; a 
final settlement can only be discussed 
after it has run for three years. 

The PLO was formally recog¬ 
nised as a legitimate party by Israel in 
the deal. That is an immense step for¬ 
ward. Nothing can prevent it from 
becoming the ruling party in Gaza 
and Jericho as long as it wins the elec¬ 
tions. Mr Arafat and his colleagues 
will be in power on home ground at 
last, or on a small part of it. In a trans¬ 
formation of classic insurgent theory 
it will become an irresistible "foco" 
from which peaceful, not armed, 
revolution will spread into the rest of 
the occupied territories. 

Foreign aid will flood in, not only 
to rid Gaza of its squalor but to invest 
in the rest of the West Bank. Formal 
sovereignty will become less impor¬ 
tant than the forging of a new con¬ 
structive relationship between 
Palestinians and Israelis. At the end 
of this happy road lies a more or less 
independent Palestinian State bound 
to Israel (and Jordan tcx>) by mutual 
economic interest and common con¬ 
sent. 

Will Peace last? 

HE West Asian region has got so 
used to violence Uiat peace will 
take time to .sink in. An American 
commentator has described this 
agreement as just the beginning of 
the reconciliation process, not the end 
of it. "It is a triumph of realism over 
fanaticism and political courage over 
political cowardice, but it cannot 
stand on its own. Even more realism 
and courage will be required to trans¬ 
late this agreement in principle into a 
detailed and sustainable reality." The 
big question is whether this delicate 
Israeli-PLO understanding will sur¬ 
vive the political heat of the Middle 
East. 

The end of the Cold War and 
crumbling of both the Soviet 
Union and the Warsaw Pact 
deprived Mr Yasser Arafat of the 
international diplomatic support, 
military aid and training grounds 
for Palestinian students and guer¬ 
rillas. At the same time, his sup¬ 
port to Iraq against Kuwait during 
the Gulf War led to impoverish¬ 


ment of the PLO. 

All these factors forced Mr 
Arafat to deal on Israel's terms, 
agreeing to start with autonomy in 
the Gaza Strip and Jericho, postpon- 
ing the issue of who controls 
Jerusalem and accepting a con¬ 
tinued Israeli security presence. For 
Yitzhak Rabi, the Israeli Prime Min¬ 
ister, the decision grew from a 
variety of pressures: the 
Government's inability to provide 
internal security for its citizens 
without some progress on the Is¬ 
rael i-Palestinian front; the convic¬ 
tion that Israel could never play the 
economic and political role to 
which it aspires in the post Cold 
War without some kind of under¬ 
standing with the Palestinians, and 
the sheer exhaustion of an Israeli 
people too long at the barricades 
and desperate for some normalcy in 
their lives. 

The dangers stem from several 
sources; Syria has all along claimed 
the right to speak for the Palestinians 
and spearhead any peace effort. Is¬ 
raeli Prime Minister Rabin accused 
Syria of offering peace with one hand 
and conflict with the other. Damas¬ 
cus, he alleged, harboured guerrillas 
opposed to the West Asian peace 
process. 

Israel-Syria peace talks got 
stalled over the Golan Heights. 
Syria demands full Israeli 
withdrawal but Israel insists on a 
Syrian clarification on the sort of 
peace it envisages. Jordan always 
assumed that it would be called into 
any deal with Israel on the PLO's 
behalf. The Syrian-sponsored radi¬ 
cal Palestinian guerrilla leader 
Ahmed Jebril has issued a state¬ 
ment warning Mr Arafat of the 
same sort of assassin's bullet that 
killed President Anwar Sadat of 
Egypt several years ago to punish 
him for signing an agreement with 
Israel over the heads of Arabs. 

Grave risk of violence: The ex¬ 
tremists in both Israel and Palestine 
who feel "betrayed" have threatened 
to wreck the Washington agreement. 
Inter-Palestinian bloodshed is quite 
possible. The Arab hardliners may 



launch another wave of terrorism 
against Israel, the U.S.A. and also tl>e 
countries which send economic aid to 
Arafat's mini-State in the Gaza Strip 
and the West Bank town of Jericho. 

However Mr Arafat and his aides 
scoff at these threats by their political 
rivals and fire-brand Muslim fun¬ 
damentalists who seem determined 
to destroy the agreement and assas¬ 
sinate Mr Arafat for having made a 
compromise with Israel and thus 
betraying the Arabs. ^ 

Many Palestinians in Jordan 
believe that a power struggle and 
bloody infighting will erupt when Mr 
Arafat takes control of Gaza and 
Jericho. Gaza, a Hamas stronghold, is > 
likely to be a flashpoint. "It's going to 
be a bloodbath. Many people don't 
like what's happening", warned a 
political analyst and a former Cabinet 
Minister. "The radicals and fun¬ 
damentalists will fight him, may be 
attempt to overthrow him and take 
over." 

A welcome development in 
this connection is the truce, 
reached on September 16, between 
two rival Palestinian groups ac¬ 
tive in the Israeli-occupied ter¬ 
ritories, Fatah and the Islamic 
fundamentalists Hamas move¬ 
ment, in order to avert bloodshed 
over the PLO-lsraeli accord. 
Fatah, the principal component of 
the PLO, and Hamas (which 
rejected the self-rule accord) 
adopted a six-point "declaration 
of honour" forbidding use of 
violence and guaranteeing mutual 
freedom of opinion and expres¬ 
sion. 

Mr Arafat stated on September 
20 that he planned to visit Gaza 
Strip or Jericho in 10 to 12 weeks. 
Democratic and free elections are 
proposed to be held in these two 
districts nine months after the 
ratification of the accord. The ■ 
elections would be open to all 
Palestinian elements, including 
the radical groups opposed to 
the agreement. Negotiations to 
establish an independent Pales¬ 
tine State are scheduled to open 
in 1997. 
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ARTICLE 


ERM Crisis: A Jolt to 
Monetary Union 


The crisis of the Exchange Rate 
Mechanism (ERM) in the European 
Community during July/August 1993 
endangered the 15-year old system 
which has successfully ensured stability 
in the exchange rate among the 12-na¬ 
tion strong trading bloc. To avert the 
total collapse of the mechanism, the 
Community in Brussels could achieve 
face saving grace by widening the hands 
of currency fluctuations considerably, 
which virtually meant adaption of a free- 
float exchange rate system, devoid of any 
protection to the member countries in 
their international-trade. 

The Background 

HE long cherished dream of 
European Union is two-fold—the 
political union and monetary and 
economic fusion. The near-utopian 
goal aims at transforming the 12 
European Community (EC) nations 
into a premier political and economic 
power in the world. While the 
Maastricht Treaty aims at political 
unification, the concept of monetary 
union is directly linked with the ul¬ 
timate goal of establishing a single 
market in Europe with common 
monetary policies and currency. In 
practice, achievement of a single 
market would mean that the member 
countries would willingly com¬ 
promise and concede control of the 
community over their domestic cur¬ 
rencies by modifying their domestic 
monetary and fiscal policies accord- 

ingJy- 

Dating back to the sixties, the 
concept of monetary union in Europe 
has a chequered history. Despite 
several unsuccessful attempts, noth¬ 
ing substantial could be achieved in 
this direction during the sixties. The 
European Monetary System (EMS), 
the concept which came into being 
during the seventies, has three com¬ 
ponents—European Currency Unit 


(ECU), Exchange Rate Mechanism 
(ERM) and European Monetary Con¬ 
solidation Fund (EMCF). ECU, the 
first component of EMS, is a unit of 
currency computed after calculating 
the weighted average of a basket of 
currencies. The weightage of each 
currency in ECU is based on'the share 
of the concerned member country in 
the total trade of EC. 

Second part of EMS is ERM. Ini¬ 
tially, with the exception of Greece, 
all the EC nations participated in this 
mechanism. It is a system in which 
upper and lower limits of fluctua¬ 
tions in the value of currency of each 
country were laid down at 2.25 per 
cent on both sides, with the exemp¬ 
tion upto 6 per cent for two weaker 
currencies. If any currency ap¬ 
proaches the upper or the lower limit, 
the public authorities in the con¬ 
cerned country are requited to inter¬ 
vene by indulging into the corrective 
action of sale and purchase of various 
EC currencies, to bring the exchange- 
rate back within the safe limits. Over 
the previous 15 years this .sytem en¬ 
sured fairly stable exchange-rate in 
Europe and has helped boosting the 
trade in these countries. The third 
and last constituent of EMS is EMLF 
which was established by the Com¬ 
munity to monitor and execute the 
arrangements of ERM. 

Delor's Report 

XCEPT for achieving the ERM, the 
march towards monetary union in 
Europe was extremely slow till the 
Delor’s Report was submitted in the 
year 1988. The report, which later be¬ 
came the basis for Maastricht Treaty, 
identified several actions towards ul¬ 
timate unification of Europe and 
among others, suggested com¬ 
prehensive steps for economic and 
political fusion of Europe. Although 
the political unification of Europe has 


European 


ran into rough weather, till recently 
the progress towards monetary 
union was satisfactory, fi common 
monetary institute, to act as a com¬ 
mon Central Bank in Europe, is to be 
set up by 1994 to ensure the adoption 
of common monetary policy by all 
EC-nations. The Delor's Report also 
proposed to consider each currency 
on merit, on the basis of mutually 
agreed terms, for inclusion within the 
ambit of ECU by 1996. To qualify, the 
concerned countries were suggested 
to fulfil certain stringent conditions 
like stability in the v^ue of currency 
and healthy stifte of economy. 

Plagued by extreme nationalist 
feelings and gripped by sheer 
xenophobia, majority of EC nations 
are dithering over the issue of 
unification—^both political as well as 
monetary. Narrow self-interests have 
eclipsed the concept of general well 
being of the entire Community. Fall 
of communism and unification of 
Germany are two other factors. 

Crisis 

HE turmoil began in September 
1992 when Britain pulled out of 
ERM. The reasons are not difficult to 
trace. In a situation of global reces¬ 
sion, it was a compulsion to keep the 
interest rates low to stimulate the 
economic activity. But the German 
currency, Deutsche Mark, grew 
stronger and started affecting rest of 
the European currencies adversely. 
British Pound, Italian Lira, French 
Franc and Spanish Peseta were the 
worst hit. Despite frantic efforts by 
the Governments of these countries 
to trade in D-Mark considerably, the 
situation could not be redeemed. The 
only alternatives before these 
Governments were, thus, to either 
rai.se the rates of interest or to devalue 
their currencies. But since boosting 
the economic activity was one of the 
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major objectives, these countries 
could not have taken the risk of 
hiking rates of interests, which 
would have resulted in lesser growth 
rate and increased levels of un¬ 
employment. The second option of 
devaluation would have resulted in 
higher inflation rate. Unwilling to 
devalue, most EC nations raised in¬ 
terest rates marginally but U.K. 
decided to pull out of ERM. Coerced 
by the effects of re-union and grow¬ 
ing economy, Germany was not 
prepared to relent and change its 
stand on higher interest rates. 
Moreover, German argument that a 
good performer should not be asked 
to change its good policies to assist 
the bad performers, also appears to 
be irrefutable. 

Once again a similar situation 
this year in July end resulted in vir¬ 
tual collapse of ERM with Spain also 
quitting ERM and France on the 
verge or departing. But the adamancy 
on part of Germany continues. The 
olicy of higher interest rates has 
een pursued by Germany vigorous¬ 
ly to contain inflation and to attract 
foreign investment, particulary in the 
eastern region. With the continued 
recession not allowing rest of the EC 
natiorxs to raise interest rates, even 
the buying of their own currency and 
selling of D-Mark by the concerned 
government, in considerable 
amounts through their Central 
Banks, did not help to salvage their 
currencies. French Franc touched the 
lowest level of lower slab and it ap¬ 
peared that Franc was also about to 
follow the suit after Pound, Peseto 
and Lira bidding farewell to ERM. 
This would have meant end of ERM, 
thereby shattering the ambitious 
dream of monetary union in Europe. 
ERM was once again on the verge of 
collapse. 

Face Saving Formula 

compromise formula was 
evolved which ensured con¬ 
tinuation of ERM on the one hand, 
and solution to the French problem 
on the other. It was decided to widen 
the permissible limits of fluctuations 
from the eariier 2.25 per cent on either 
side to 15 per cent, except for Ger¬ 
many. This arran^ment meant that 
the currencies in tne ERM could now 


fluctuate by 30 per cent which 
rendered the mechanism practically 
superfluous. 

As a result, the erstwhile protec¬ 
tion to EC currencies is not available 
and the wide fluctuations of 30 per 
cent have, in practice, made the cur¬ 
rencies to float as per existing rates. 
Hence trade with Europe, which was 
earlier considered reasonably safe is 
now wide open to the risk o/^fluctua- 
tions in the exchange rates. 

Gloomy Economic Forecast 
N its latest survey of economic 
trends, released in August 1993, the 
Community has estimated that the 
current 17.4 million jobless people in 
the EC are expected to grow by 12 per 
cent by middle of 1994 and the actual 
employment is forecast to decline by 
1.75 per cent. This trend is likely to 
continue even during the year to fol¬ 
low, when there will be an additional 
fall of 0.25 per cent. The overall 
budget deficit, which was 2.7 percent 
for the entire Community during the 
previous year, soared to 6.25 per cent 
during 1992-93. For the first time in 
30 years, the economic output of EC 
is likely to register a fall of 0.4 per 
cent. 

The study further noted that no 
concrete signs of recovery were 
foreseen in the near future. The EC 
nations are also reluctant to tamper 
with the social benefit programmes. 

Future of Union 

LTHOUGH the bands of fluctua¬ 
tion have been widened consid¬ 
erably, it is not necessary to stick to 
the upper limits, as a few countries 
have decided to adhere to the old 
norms of 2.25 per cent fluctuations, to 
prevent the fall of their currencies. 
The increased permissible flexibility 
may also induce countries like Spain 
and Italy to rejoin the ERM. Despite 
this, the prospective monetary union 
in Europe still continues to be a dis¬ 
tant dream. The decades old efforts to 
forge a fruitful union appear to have 
been thwarted by the feelings of nar¬ 
row and extreme nationalism among 
the EC nations. Free access offered by 
the Community to their citizens has 
also resulted in focussing their 
opinion on difference in policies 
adopted by member coimtries. Not¬ 


withstanding die fallof COTtununism, 
differences in poEtical ideologies 
have also taken dreir toU. Favours 
shown by the Germans to Croats and 
Slovenes, as against, the Preiiqh 
patronage to Serbs, is one of the few 
examples of difference in opinion 
among EC nations on global issues. 

British reluctance to rejoin ESUM 
still continues. Reacting to the 
decision of widening the limits of 
fluctuation, British Prime Minister 
Mr John Major ruled out any pos- 
sibilitv of Pound re-entering the 
ERM. Mr Major is of the view that the 
time schedule for European 
monetary union now appears totally 
unrealistic and the latest decision to 
give new lease of life to ERM "fully 
vindicates our decision to suspend 
ERM membership". 

Conclusion 

NDOUBTEDLY, political up¬ 
heaval in Europe during the past 
three years and world-wide recession 
were the two main factors respon¬ 
sible for ERM crisis. Considering 
these external factors tire prevailing 
system of 2.25 per cent bands of fluc¬ 
tuations on the either side was a bit 
too rigid. There were strong views 
against any move to devalue the cur¬ 
rencies to overcome the crisis of ERM. 
The policy of cut in interest rates, on 
the other hand, was not acceptable to 
Germany, and the result was that D- 
Mark was almost trouncing all the 
European currencies by creating 
serious imbalances in the exchange 
rates. Under these circumstances 
only two alternatives were available 
to the EC nations—either to abandon 
the dream of European monetary 
union or to introduce l^i^er 
flexibility in the mechanism. The 
Community has wisely chosen the 
lesser evil which may keep alive the 
hopes of monetary union in Europe 
in the years of global recovery to fol¬ 
low. It is high time that three giants of 
EC—Germany, France and Britain— 
sit and iron out their differences, botii- 
political as well as economic, to 
revive the hopes of a single European 
market. A failure in this field would 
render tiie European currencies ex¬ 
posed to the perils of exchange rate 
fluctuations, thereby affecting the in¬ 
terests of these countries. 

I 
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COVER FEATURE 


India and China: Pragmatic 
Fon/vard 


The India-China agreement signed 
during Prime Minister Narasimha Rao's 
visit to Beijing (Sept 6 to 9,1993) was a 
landmark in the relations between the 
two countries. It generated goodwill and 
set the stage for peaceful resolution of the 
vexed and contentious border issue. The 
two countries have reiterated their com¬ 
mitment to resoIxK the question through 
consultations. Neither side will use force 
or threaten the use of force against the 
other. The respective positions of the two 
sides renuiin unaffected. Thus the status 
. quo on the border remains unaltered. 

ACTUALLY, there is 
no agreed border 
between India and 
China. The Line of 
Actual Control 
(LAC) is neither 
marked on a map 
nor on the ground. It has been a no¬ 
tional line separating the armed 
forced or police personnel of the two 
countries. 

What the new agreement, signed 
on September 7, has done is to begin 
the process of defining a mutually 
accepted Line of Control without 
prejudice to the claims of the two 
sides which will ensure peace and 
tranquillity on the frontier even while 
the two sides sit together to negotiate 
the final settlement which will define 
the international border between 
India and China, it is a measured, 
pragmatic step to promote mutual 
confidence and political under¬ 
standing. 

Another notable fact is that while 
China is now friendly towards it is 
friendlier with Pakistan and has no 
intention of becoming cool. 

A dispute about the border led to 



a conflict and a short war in October, 
1962. After capturing the territofies it 
claimed on the basis of old maps, 
China withdrew in the eastern sector 
(Arunachal Pradesh) to their original 
positions but retained what they 
claimed in the Aksai Chin area. The 
length of this notional line is 4056 km, 
generally along hilly terrain, at an al¬ 
titude of 12,000 to 19,000 ft. No one 
stays there permanently. For the past 
30 years or so the forces of both India 
and China have respected the Line of 
Actual Control except for two short 
periods, one in 1967 and the other in 
1986-87. 


The Background 



CHINA and India 
are big developing 
countries and have 
ancient civilisations. 
They have the 
largest populations 
in the world; they 


share the same historical experience 


and also are close neighbours. China 


is now pursuing an independent 
foreign policy and it is ready to 
develop friendly relations with all 
countries on the basis of the five prin¬ 
ciples of peaceful co-existence. 


Back in the 1950s China and 
India enjoyed excellent relations. 
Later the relations suffered certain 
setbacks and cooled down some¬ 
what. China continues to be in oc¬ 
cupation of large areas India claims 
to be part of its territory. New Delhi 
took the position after the disastrous 
border war with China in 1962 that it 
would not enter into negotiations 
with its northern neighbour unless 
the latter vacated its aggression. 


The origin of Chiha's expan¬ 


sionist and aggressive designs can be 
traced to its full occupation of Tibet, a 
vast region in Central Asia,*with an 
area of 471,660 sq miles, often called 
the "Roof of the World" and the "For¬ 
bidden land". India, which had ear¬ 
lier claimed the Tibetan territory or 
regarded it as disputed "No man's 
land", did nothing to check Chinese 
designs. Nehru ignored Tibet as "a 
land where not even a blade of grass 
grows". 

The issue of Tibet did figure in 
the discussions between the Prime 
Ministers of India and China during 
Mr Rajiv Gandhi's visit to Beijing in 
1988; but it was kept at a low key in 
view of the Indian Government's fre¬ 
quent assertion that Tibet is an 
autonomous region of China. It was 
felt that the question be kept on the 
agenda for future meetings at dif¬ 
ferent levels, and not played up 
during the Sino-Indian negotiations. 
The people of this country are inter¬ 
ested in the well-being and the 
democratic urges of the Tibetan 
people. India has close links—cul¬ 
tural, spiritual and commercial— 
with the Tibetan people. 

Panchsheel got the official ap¬ 
proval of both ^e governments as 
part of the preamble to the agreement 
on Tibet signed when Mr Zhou En-lai 
came' fo India for the first time in 
1954. 'Nehru had several rounds of 
talks on the subject with him, so 
much so that in 1956 he helped the 
Chinese Prime Minister to meet the 
Dalai Lama in. a bid to bring about 
stability and tranquillity in Tibet. At 
that time the Chiijpse approach was 
more realistic as was borne outby the 
deliberations of the eighth Congress 
of the Chinese Comrhunist Party in 
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1956. But n^ressioh WM ibt loose on 
' Tibet which foi^ced ttie Dmi Lsma to 
migrate to India, along with scotes of 
his close fdloweis, in 1959. 

Rajiv Gandhi's visit: In 1988, 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi made a 
wise and coura^ous move by visit¬ 
ing Beijing. He thus virtually broke 
the prolonged stalemate. The 
Chinese claimed that “important 
progress" was made during ^ talks 
he held. A Foreign Secretary-level 
Joint Working Group (JWG) was set 
up. A communique issued after the 
visit stated that India recognised that 
Tibet was an autonomous region and 
it assiued that it would not permit 
anti-Chinese activities on Indian tei> 
ritory. But the Chinese continued to 
complain that this commitment was 
not put into practice. The Chinese 
also contended that many Tibetans in 
India were indulging in activities 
prejudicial to Chinese interests. 

Since Mr Rajiv Gandhi's trip and 
several rounds of talks conducted by 
the JWG, India has been able to 
wiflrdraw three dimensions of tfeops 


^about 42,000 men) from dw Chinese 
border. An equal number of Chinese 
forces have been withdrawn from 
dieir side of the border. There have 
been no incursions from the Chinese 
side lately; besides China is stated to 
have stopped encoura^g insurgen¬ 
cy in India's Nordi-East. 


Border Issue in Cold 
Storage 




n 




MR Li Peng's visit to 
New Delhi in 
December, 1991, 
was the first by a 
Chinese Prime Min¬ 
ister after 31 years. 
The visit generated 
goodwill and an atmosphere con¬ 
ducive for strengthening bilateral 
relations. Although certain disputes 
between the two countries persist, 
the talks ended certain 
"misunderstandings". 


The border dispute, which is of 
utmost importance to India, was vir¬ 
tually put in cold storage to ensure 
that it did not hinder the task of 


stien^ening bikt^I seladons b^ ?, 
tween the two countricls. The.official : 
spokesman of the External Afraira 
Ministry admitted on December 16;' 
1991, that the border dispute had ^ 
been "firmly and unequivocally" put , 
in a position where it would not be 
allowed to hinder Bino-Indian rela-' 
tions, but he claimed that this was 
one of the "gains" of the visit taken at 
face value. 

Mr Narasimha Rao's observation 
made soon after talks with Mr li that 
much forward movement was not 
made on the border issue, (except in 
respect of certain details) confrrmcd 
the view that China had proved to be 
a tough negotiator. It refused to con¬ 
cede ground on any issue vital to its 
interests even while making 
pronouncements about its desire to 
have friendly relations with India. 

The fact is that Delhi's position 
on Tibet had been compromised by 
previous governments. There was 
nothing much that Mr Rao could do 
to take a firm stand on die issue. The 
joint communique issued after Li- 
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Rao talks made it clear that China 
does not relish the activities of the 
Dalai Lama and Tibetan refugees 
based in India. That thecommunique 
did not even refer to the human 
rights aspects of the issue was 
another indication that it was India 
which made concessions to woo 
China. 

Indian leaders repeatedly 
referred to Pakistan's involvement in 
subversive activities in Jammu and 
Kashmir in an obvious bid to use 
Chinese Influence to restrain Pakis¬ 
tan from indulging in its dangerous 
game. The Chinese leader's response 
has been non-committal—that It was 
against terrorism anywhere in the 
world and wanted India and Pakis¬ 
tan to resolve the Kashmir dispute 
through bilateral talks. Mr Li Peng 
told Opposition leaders in India that 
he would also like the two countries 
to keep in view the UN resolutions on 
the issue. China has not said or done 
anything to suggest that it will use its 
good offices to put a halt to Pakistan's 
involvement in subversive activities 
in Kashmir. 

During the talks at the level of 
Prime Ministers and that of Foreign 
Ministers, the Indian side expressed 
its concern over the supply of M-ll 
nuclear missiles by China to Pakis¬ 
tan. The Chinese response was less 
than satisfactory. It assured India that 
it was not its intention to escalate the 
arms race between India and Pakis¬ 
tan or cause instability in the region. 

Mr Li Peng's 1991 visit was ex¬ 
pected to be a "landmark" inSino-ln- 
dian relations, but it was nothing of 
the kind. The gains to China were not 
inconsiderable, but from India's 
angle these were distinctly limited. 
Hardly any progress was made in 
solving the basic issue of the border, 
China continues to occupy illegally a 
large chunk of Indian territory and 
shows no sign whatever of vacating 
it, though India stands committed, 
through a Parliament resolution, to 
recovering every inch of the territory 
seized by China in the 1962 invasion 


of this country. The two countries 
merely agreed that efforts should be 
made to find "an early and 
reasonable solution to the boundary 
question". 

However, the prblonged 
dialogue, like others conducted in a 
cordial atmosphere, did decrease ten¬ 
sions and misunderstandings. It also 
generated goodwill and improved 
the bilateral relations in several direc¬ 
tions. Three agreements were signed 
on matters of marginal importance. 

China was apparently kent on 
getting a reiteration of India's accep¬ 
tance of Beijing's stand that Tibet is 
an autonomous part of China. It ob¬ 
tained an assurance that the Govern¬ 
ment of India would not permit 
Tibetans to engage in anti-China 
political activity. 

Several rounds of talks at official 
level have been held between India 
and China but, apart from expres¬ 
sions of goodwill, no concrete results 
accrued. This process has continued 
for several years, raising doubts 
about their usefulness and highlight¬ 
ing the need for clear and definite 
political directions to the negotiators 
at the Foreign Secretary level. 

A recent report of India's Exter¬ 
nal Affairs Ministry expressed satis¬ 
faction with the steady improvement 
in relations with China since Mr Rajiv 
Gandhi's visit to Beijing in December, 
1988. It is quite true that better under¬ 
standing between the two countries 
would help further mutual interests 
and also promote peace and under¬ 
standing in the region. The dialogue 
to date on the boundary question has 
been "marked by an enhanced un¬ 
derstanding of each other's 
approach". 

The latest round at the Foreign 
Secretary level was arranged in 
August, 1990. The talks were how¬ 
ever of a routine character and did 
not make any progre,ss towards a 
final settlement. But the Joint Work¬ 
ing Group's meeting to establish 
channels of communication between 
commanders of the forces deployed 


on the border was described officially 
as "another step forward in some 
respects". 

Fortunately, a competitive build¬ 
up of troops along the border has so 
far been avoided. The policy of the 
Government of India, whichever 
party is in power at the Centre, has 
been correct and well-conceived—to 
continue the dialogue, maintain a 
cordial atmosphere and seek such 
gains as are attainabiJe through 
negotiations. The Chinese Premier 
said in Beijing Btat in the new world 
situation, China and India should put 
aside past grievances and live in 
peace and friendship. 

Narasimha Rao's Trip 

PRIME Minister 
Narasimha Rao 
paid a four-day visit 
(Sept 6-9) to Beijing, 
- and held cordial 
talks with his 
counterpart, Mr Li 
Peng. Under an agreement reached 
during the visit the two sides pledged 
that neither shall use or threaten use 
of force against the other and agreed 
to observe and respect the Line of 
Actual Control. In the case of dif¬ 
ferences on the alignment of the LAC, 
experts from the two countries would 
jointly check and determine the posi¬ 
tion of the LAC. 

Since the 1962 conflict, China 
claimed about 90,000 sq km of Indian 
territory and India has laid claim to 
30,000 sq km of Indian territory oc¬ 
cupied by the Chinese, besides the 
5,000 sq km ceded to Pakistan by 
China. 

The agreement explicitly stated 
that the LAC did not prejudice the 
respective positions of the two 
countries on the boundary question. 
"India and China will continue their 
search for a fair, reasonable and 
mutually acceptable settlement of the 
boundary question." The two 
countries decided to provide prior in¬ 
formation on military exercises and 
to take adequate measures to ensure 
that air intrusions do not take place. 
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The Qtinese spokesman said the 
two Prime Ministers agreed that the 
situation along the LAC was peaceful 
and tranquil and that the implemen- 
tation of die agreement to maintain 
peace and tranquillity would create 
favourable conditions for settling the 
boundary question. 

The two Prime Ministers also ex¬ 
pressed satisfaction at die progress 
made by the Joint Working Group 
QWG) in its six rounds of talks held 
so far. The JWG had been set up fol¬ 
lowing the China visit of Mr Rajiv 
Gandhi in December, 1988, and it 
held its first meeting the following 
year. The latest agreement reached 
early in September, 1993, provides 
the framework for working out addi¬ 
tional confidence-building measures 
in the areas along the LAC. Details 
regarding the implementation of the 
agreement will be worked out by 
diplomatic and military experts 
under the JWG. Experts will also help 
the JWG devise effective verification 
measures. 

Mr Li Peng had reiterated the 
Chinese position on Tibet and Mr Rao 
responded by saying thathisGovem- 
ment would honour its commitment 
made earlier that Tibet was an 
autonomous region of China. There 
was a fuller exchange of views on 
bilateral issues and regional and in¬ 
ternational matters of mutual inter¬ 
est. 

Mr Li Peng claimed that positive 
progress had been made in Jndia- 
China relations in mutually benefi¬ 
cial cooperation in political and 
economic fields since his visit to New 
Delhi in December, 1991. The agree¬ 
ment on the LAC marked “fresh 
progress" in India-China relations. 
The two leaders expressed readiness 
to help in the growth of co-operative 
relations among Asian countries. The 
two Prime Ministers l>riefed each 
other on the domestic situation in the 
respective countries. 

Asked whether Mr Rao had 
raised the issue of the sale of Chinese 
missiles to Pakistan a Chinese 


spokesman answered in the negative. 
He however added that the concerns 
of other countries regarding die sale 
were unfounded as Chinese arms 
exports were mainly for self- 
defence and not to threaten a third 
country. 

Text of Agreement 

THE text of the 
agreement between 
India and China 
signed by the Mini¬ 
ster of State for Ex¬ 
ternal Affairs, Mr 
R.L. Bhatia, and the 
Vice-Foreign Minister, Mr Tang Jiz- 
xuan, runs as follows: 

“Agreement between the 
Government of the Republic of 
India and the Government of the 
People's Republic of China on the 
maintenance of peace and tran¬ 
quillity along the Line of Actual 
Control in the India-China border 
areas. 

The Government of the Republic 
of India and the Government of the 
People's Republic of China have 
entered into the present agreement in 
accordance with the five principles of 
mutual respect for sovereignty and 
territorial integrity, mutual non-ag¬ 
gression, non-interference in each 
other's internal affairs, equality a.id 
mutual benefit and peaceful co-exist¬ 
ence and with a view to maintaining 
peace and tranquillity along the Line 
of Actual Control in the India-China 
border areas. 

Article 1: The two sides are of the 
view that the India-China boundary 
question shall be resolved through 
peaceful and friendly consultations. 
Neither side shall use or threaten to 
use force against the other by any 
means. Pending an ultimate solution 
to the boundary question between 
the two countries, the two sides 
shall strictly respect and observe 
the Line of Actual Control between 
the two sides. No activities of either 
side shall overstep die Line of Ac¬ 
tual Contrpl. 


In case personnel of one side 
cross the LAC, upon being cautioned 
by the odier side, they shall immedi-. 
ately puli back to their own side of 
the Line. When necessary, the two 
sides shall jointly check and deter¬ 
mine the segments of the LAC where 
they have different views as to its 
alignment. 

Article II; Each side will keep its 
military forces in the areas along die 
LAC to a minimum level compatible 
with the friendly and good neigh¬ 
bourly relations between the two 
countries. The two sides agree to 
reduce their military forces along the 
Line in conformity with the require¬ 
ments of the principle of mutual and 
equal security and ceilings to be 
mutually agreed. 

The extent, depth, timing and 
nature of reduction of military for- 
ces along the LAC shall be deter¬ 
mined through mutual 
consultations between the two 
coiuitries. The reduction of military 
forces shall be carried out by stages 
in mutually agreed geographical 
locations sector-wise within the 
areas along the Line. 

Article III: Both sides shall work 
out, through consultations, effective 
confidence-building measures in the 
areas along the LAC. Neither side 
will undertake specified levels of 
military exercises in mutually iden¬ 
tified zones. Each side shall give the 
other prior notification of military ex¬ 
ercises of specified levels near the 
LAC permitted under this agree¬ 
ment. 

Article IV; In case of contingen¬ 
cies or other problems arising in die 
areas along the LAC, the two sides 
shall deal with them through meet¬ 
ings and friendly consultations be- i 
tween border personnel of the two 
countries. The form of such meeting 
and channels of communications be¬ 
tween the border personnel shall be 
mutually agreed upon by the two 
sides. 

Article V: The two sides agree to 
take adequate measures to ensure 



NOVEMBER'93 COMPETITION MASTER 2M 


that air intrusions across the Line do 
not take place and shall undertake 
mutual consultations should in¬ 
trusions occur. Both sides shall also 
consult on possible restrictions on air 
exercises in areas to be mutually 
agreed near the Line. 

Article VI: The two sides agreed 
that references to the LAC in this 
agreement do not prejudice their 
respective positions on the boundary 
question. 

Article VII; The two sides 
shall agree through consultations 
on the form, method, scale and 
content of effective verification 
measures and supervision re¬ 
quired for the reduction of 
military forces and the main¬ 
tenance of peace and tranquillity 
in the areas along the LAC. 


Chronology of Events 

October, 1954: Mr Jaimharlal Nehru paid a goodwill visit to China and 
reaffirmed the traditional friendship belvoecn India and China. 

"PanchshmV'—frve principles of respecting sovereignty and independence of 
other countries enunciated and accepted by India, China and other non-aligned 
countries. 

1960: Chinese Prime Minister Zlmu En-Lai came to India and visited several 
places, including Simla and Nangal. 

1962: Chinese forces suddenly launched aggression against India and Com¬ 
munistforces occupied a large tract of territory (about 35,(XX) sq km) in tlte 
North-East. 

m 

(It is not certain, however, whether the entire territory seized by China is 
Indian. The Chinese claim, on the basis of some maps, tlrnt the territory'they seized 
is theirs. Every now and then they release maps to establish their ownership of this 
tract.) 

India's Parliament passed a resolution declaring that every inch of the territory 
would be recovered ana that India would not surrender to the forceful occupation 
by the Chinese. 

Several rounds of talks have been held between spokesmen of the two countries. 

[ Occasionally, gestures of friendship arc made, feelers thrown, false hopes aroused 
of an early settlement of the border and other differences. But little pngress was 
made ana the deadlock seemed endless. 


Article VIII: Each side of the 
Tndia-China Joint Working Croup on 
the boundary question shall appoint 
diplomatic and military experts to 
formulate, through mutual consult- 
atiorts, implementation measures for 
this agreement. The experts shall ad¬ 
vise the Working Group on the 
resolution of differences between the 
two sides on the alignment of the 
LAC and address issues relating to 
the redeployment with a view to 
reduction of military forces in the 
areas along the Line. 

The experts shall also assist the 
JWG in the implementation of the 
agreement a nd settlement of differen¬ 
ces that may arise in that process, 
based on the principle of good faith 
and mutual confidence. 

Article IX: The present agree¬ 
ment should come into effect from 
the date of signature and is subject to 
amendment and addition by agree¬ 
ment of the two sides. 

Signed in duplicate at Beijing on 
the 7th day of September, 1993 in the 
Hindi, Chinese and English lan¬ 
guages, all three texts having equal 
validity." 


1983: The first three rounds of India-China talks merely helped to clarify tfw 
issues and the extent of the disputed territory. At the fourth round held in 1983, 
the two sides agreed on a fine general principles. The tivo sides agreed on peaceful 
CO- existence, maintenance of tranquillity on the border and general principles 
enshrined in Panchsheel. 


The Chinese pursued Mr Deng Xiaping's package deal which envisaged 
freezing of the status quo on the border. India made it clear that it would not accept 
the plan under which it would be required to accept occupation of about 14,500 sq 
miles of Indian territory (which includes Aksai Chin) and also nearly 2,5W sq 
miles (f territory which the Chinese occupied through deuTition. To the total area 
thus occupied should be added about 2000 sq miles under Pakistan's illegal 
occupation which was ceded to China under the Sino-Pakistan Agreement of 1%3. 

1986: The seventh round of talks was held in Beijing without any concrete 
progress. 


1987: The eighth round of discussions also provedfruitless, the understanding 
being only on marginal issues. China and Pakistan signed a protocol in September, 
1987, on joint inspection of their common border. 


December 1988: Mr Rajiv Gandhi, the then Prime Minister of India visited 
China on a goodwill visit. 

1991: Li Peng, Chinese Prime Minister visited India. The visit strengthened 
Sino-Indian relations and removed certain misunderstandings, but no notable 
progress ivas made. 

1992: India’s then Defence Minister (Mr Sharad Paimr) paid a five-day visit 
to China. He stated that the prolonged parleys helped to create mutual under¬ 
standing and marked a "useful stepfwrward". China's new thrust was on economic 
affairs. 

In October, 1992 the JWG made some progress. The efforts to resolve the 
boundary question and measures to maintain peace in areas along the LAC were 
discussed. 


a 


1993: Prime Minister Narasirttha Rao, accompanied by the Minister of State 
for External Affairs and several senior officers visited Beifing. A significant 
agreement was signed to set the stage for a final accord on the border. 
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‘ ecurity and Development 


S ECURITY is the state of the socio¬ 
economic health of a nation. It is 
an inescapable pro-requisite to 
stimulate the forces of develop¬ 
ment. 

Ever since man came out of the 
dark shadows of his shell-like life in 
the pre-historic times, the pace of 
development has largely depended 
upon the amount of congenial atmos¬ 
phere in the social set-up around 
him. If at any time, in the course of 
world history, the apple-cart was 
tried to be upset or actually turned 
up-side down by sheer force or 
brutality, the pare of development 
was either thwarted or slowed down. 
In order to put back the wheel of 
progress on the rails, every age had to 
make herculean efforts to keep at bay 
the sinister forces of unrest. Even in 
the twentieth century, known as the 
century of unprecedented growth 
and development of science and tech¬ 
nology, the periods after the two 
great wars have been the periods of 
reconstruction and rehabilitation of 
both material economies and men 
uprooted. This could become pos¬ 
sible only because the countries were 
able to restore stability and rule of 
law among their peoples. Without 
perceptible sense of security, the 
speed of development in G-7 
countries would not have been so 
phenomenal and momentous as we 
find it today. Even some of the 
countries of Asia Pacific like South 
Korea, have taken breath-taking 
leaps on the road to development. 
For this amazing progress, credit 
should go to the state of security that 
prevails there. 

Just as human body and soul go 
together, similarly the realities of 
security and- development work 
haiuj-in-glove-with each othec.^The 


existence of one without die other is 
incomplete and incoherent. In case 
the body-politic of a nation-state suf¬ 
fers from the strokes of insecurity, 
whether from the inimical forces at 
home or hostile movements from 
across the borders, the edifice of 
civilisation, peculiar to national traits 
and character, remains shaky. World 
history is replete with instances 
which prove beyond doubt that botti 
security and development breathe 
life into each other, with the former 
setting the pace for the latter. Con¬ 
flicts or confrontations, whether be¬ 
tween nations or communities, 
mean one step forward and two 
steps backwards. What continual 
conditions of security can achieve 
in economic, scientific and human 
terms can be best illustrated from 
the commanding heights that Ger¬ 
many and Japan have accomplished 
after the end of the Second World 
War. 

"Where security reigns, develop¬ 
ment rules but where security flees, 
capital flies." Nothing could be more 
revealing the facts as the observation 
which aptly applies to the countries 
of the sub-continent, particularly 
India. Punjab, Jammu and Kashmir, 
some parts of North East India, Bom¬ 
bay and elsewhere, where security of 
life and property had come under 
seige for some time, economic 
development suffered a serious set¬ 
back. It is only now that things are 
looking up in Punjab and are nearly 
nonnal in Bombay, as a consequence 
of security staging a slow but sure 
come-back. 

It is only when security of life is 
assured, rather guaranteed, from one 
end to the other, the,right kind of 
atmosphere is created for develop¬ 
ment ^tiyities in the various walks 


of socio-political life of tile polity. 
Such a salubrious situation provides 
a boost to human ideas, whidi fur- 
ther help in the acceleration of social ; 
services lhatatesoessential for die main-' 
tenance of social hanneny, peace and 
progress on all fronts. On contrary in 

the societies or countries, caught in tite.; 
cross-fire of dvil wars, etiinic/racial un¬ 
rest, armed hostilities insurgency, 
nxism and similar other curses, ttie pace 
of development either stagnates orstails 
moving in the reverse geaiv thus dq>riv- 
ing die affected populations of (he Mts 
of latest technology and stupendous 
economic strides in the other peaceful 
parts of die world. 

There is no denying the fact that 
security, like oxygen, and develop^’; 
ment, like human blood, constitute ' 
the most vigorous and vibrant . 
aspects of a civilised society. Not-', 
withstanding the occurrence of oe- ' 
casional bouts of violence, racial 
conflicts or cultural crises, in some 
developed or developing countries, 
the commitment to security of life of 
all and daring development of all 
hues continue to be the hall-marks 
of their national priorities and 
perspectives. The dominant fea¬ 
ture of all civilised societies is the 
excellent health of their law and 
order machinery, highly sophisti¬ 
cated intelligence services and 
an adequate investment in those 
areas of development which are 
going to mitigate the sufferings 
of millions inhabiting the vast 
regions of Asia, Africa and Latin , 
America. Such an approach to 
human problems should become 
the distinguishing mark of 
modern life. The motto of those . 
who matter should be: when ; 
peace prevails, prosperity rushes - 
in. 
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Civil Services (Main) Special: 
Expected Topics for 1993 
Examination 

Q. 1. "If Religion and Politics are allowed to go for misuse of religion in election after the election in the 


together in Indian Polity, it will endanger the very exist* 
ence of Indian federation." In light of this statement, 
discuss the pros and cons of the proposed constitutional 
amendment to delink religion from politics with special 
reference to the existing provisions in the Constitution 
in this regard. 

Ans. Indian Constitution provides for a secular State 
and prohibits the State from patronising or propagating 
any religion. It is the duty of the State to protect all 
religions and not to uphold any religion as State-religion. 
The word "secular" was specifically added in the 
Preamble of the Constitution by the 42nd Amendment in 
1976. The Preamble also promises the liberty of belief, 
faith and worship to all the citizens and it has been 
guaranteed through freedom of religion as one of the 
fundamental rights in Article 25 to 29. These Articles 
provide the freedom to practise, profess and adopt any 
religion to the citizens and assure impartial attitude of the 
State towards all religions. These provisions in the Con¬ 
stitution, alongwith the provisions of Art 326, which pro¬ 
vide for universal franchise without communal 
representation, make the secular nature of Indian Polity a 
basic and outstanding feature of our Constitution. 

December 1992 witnessed one of the most turbulent 
times since independence when the communal tensions 
claimed hundreds of lives across the country. It was one 
of the severest blows to Indian secularism. It was for the 
first time since independence that religion was used as a 
means to achieve the political ends with utter disregard to 
the danger it caused to the integrity and unity of the 
country. 

As a remedial measure two bills were introduced in 
the Parliament during the monsoon session for banning 
the misuse of religion for election purposes. The constitu¬ 
tional amendment sought to give powers to the Election 
Commission to disqualify a candidate from seeking an 
election who indulged in propaganda by any means, 
spoken word or action, which tended to create communal 
disharmony or spread hatred among the electors. 

Diverse opinions have been expressed by various sec¬ 
tions of people and political parties on these bills. The 
views supporting the bills are as under: 

(fl) The existing statutes only provide for a remedy 


form of a petition. The proposed amendment would 
disqualify the candidates directly using religion to win 
the elections even from contesting elections. 

(b) Delinking of politics from religion will give true 
expression to the spirit of secularism enshrined in our 
Coastitution. 

(c) This will discourage the politicians from repeat¬ 
ing an Ayodhya-like catastrophe in future. 

(d) Such delinking would strengthen the unity and 
integrity of the country. 

However, the arguments against such delinking, par¬ 
ticularly the type proposed by the amendments, are 
equally strong and are as under: 

(rt) The existing laws, if enforced properly, do take 
care that the religion is not used for political purposes. 

(b) The amendment was particularly aimed against 
one particular political party. 

(c) Instead of taking up this i.ssue in a piecemeal 
manner, it is better to introduce a comprehensive legisla¬ 
tion aimed at broad electoral reforms in totality. 

(d) Instead of achieving communal harmony, such an 
amendment may give rise to extreme communal passions. 

To prohibit the spread of communal virus is, no doubt 
the crying need of the hour but appropriate steps in this 
direction must be taken after detailed spadework and 
general consensus in the cross-section of Indian society. 

Q. 2. When and where was the Quit India Move¬ 
ment launched? What were its causes and what was the 
reaction of the British to this Movement? What was its 
fallout? 

Ans. Quit India Movement was launched on August 
8, 1942 in Bombay, by a resolution of Indian National 
Congress. Main causes for launching of a non-violent 
ma.ss struggle in the form of this Movement are as under: 

(a) The latter half of thirties witnessed a lull in the 
nationalist movement and phenomenal rise in the com- 
munalism. A non-violent movement was thus badly 
needed to rejuvenate the national •struggle for inde¬ 
pendence and to sideline the issue of communalism. 

(b) The British Government declared India a bel- 
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ligerent nation in the second world war without consult¬ 
ing any section of Indian community or any .political 
parly. This hurt the sentiments of Indian masses. 

(c) Indian demand for independence immediately 
after the world war was turned down by the Britishers. 
For Indians, Britishers were no better than Nazis. 

(<f) During the early stages of the war, European 
countries suffered serious reverses which motivated the 
Indians to re-start freedom struggle with renewed vigour. 

(e) Failure of Cripps Mission to transfer any real 
power to the Indians was yet another cause. 

(/) The entry of Japanese forces into Burma brought 
the war to the Indian threshold. This was considered as an 
appropriate time by the Congress to pressurise British 
Government to transfer effective administration to the 
Indians. 

The British Government reacted swiftly and before 
the movement could effectively be started, during the 
early hours of August 9, most of the Congress leaders 
including Gandhiji were arrested. The Congress was 
declared as an illegal organization and the arrested 
leaders were taken to the unknown destinations. The na¬ 
tion-wide fiartals/strikes and demonstrations by leader¬ 
less masses were lathi-charged and fired upon. The 
Government took effective steps to crush the movement 
ruthlessly. The press was completely censored and 
demonstration and strikes were crushed by the police and 
military might of the Govempjent. Finally the Govt was 
successful to completely muffle the movement. 

Although the Quit India Movement could not last 
longer, it revealed the extreme nationalist feelings of a 
common Indian and British Government could witness 
their feelings and capacity to making sacrifices. The anger 
of Indian masses against the British rule was now evident 
and this anger was further aggravated due to inaction on 
part of the British Govt during 1943 femine of Bengal. The 
struggle of Indian National Army against the British 
Government also gave expression to Indian annoyance 
with the British Government. The anti-British mood of 
Indian public was so confident and determined that it laid 
a strong foundation for early Indian Independence. 

Q. 3 . l^^at is Aid-India Consortium? When and 
where its latest meeting was held? Give details of the aid 
promised by the consortium to India this year. 

Ans. Aid-India Consortium is a consortium of 
developed 13-donor countries including Japan, USA, UK, 
Germany, France and Canada, in addition to the World 
Bank. The consortium meets every year to promise a pack¬ 
age of foreign aid to help India finance her big projects 
that need heavy doses of foreign aid. It is one of the major 
sources of scarce foreign exchange to India. The latest 
meeting of Aid India Consortium was held in Paris on July 
1 and 2 this year. 

The aid flowing from this club of rich nations to India 
has been steadily increasing over the years. As against 
pledged aid of $ 6.7 billion, ^e consortium approved and 


promised $ 7.2 billion to India during 1992-93. This year's 
promise was even higher at $ 7.4 billion. Even despite 
communal disturbances across the country last year, fee 
consortium members were supportive of the policy of 
restructuring and liberalisation being followed by Indian 
Government for the last over two years. The enhanced aid . ,• 
is also an expression of approval of the developed west to 
the economic reforms pursued by India. 

However, a disturbing factor is the huge amount of 
unutilised aid which has accumulated over the past ; 
several years. As per estimates, aid extended for various 
developmental projects during the past which has 
remained unutilised, has added up to over $ 18 billion. It 
reflects the poor and slow execution of developmental 
projects particularly those for which finances have al¬ 
ready been arranged for. It is high time that effective 
utilisation of aid is made to ensure that flow of aid from 
the consortium in future is not reduced due to poor track- 
record of India in utilising the aid speedily. 

Q. 4. "Election Commission cannot be made subor¬ 
dinate to the Executive." Discuss this statement in light 
of the recent controversy between the Election Commis¬ 
sion and the Government. 

Ans. Article 324 of the Constitution provides for an 
independent body, namely, the Election Commission to 
ensure and conduct free and fair elections by effective 
superintendence, direction and control. The Constitution 
also provides for independence of Election Commission 
from the control of executive to enable it to perform its 
vital functions independently. Needless to say that Elec¬ 
tion Commission and the Chief Election Commissioner 
cannot be made subordinate to the executive. 

The recent controversy arose on the issue of discipli¬ 
nary control over the officers and staff directly involved in 
the conduct and superintendence of election under the 
administrative control of the Election Commission. The 
Election Commission is of the view that disciplinary cim- 
trol over such staff must be with the Commission to dis¬ 
charge one of the most important functions of conducting 
free and fair elections, which is the very basis of our 
democratic set-up. The view of the Government is that 
as per the existing rules, only the Government has the 
rignt to punish any erring official and the Election Com¬ 
mission, at best can lodge a complaint with the Govern¬ 
ment. 

Though the action of the Chief Election Commission 
to postpone the elections and cause a temporary constitu¬ 
tional crisis may be described as over-reaction, yet it can¬ 
not be accepted that the Election Commission is not given 
any control over the staff directly involved in the conduct 
of election, particularly when the Constitution does not 
provide for separate staff under the Election Commission 
for conduct of elections. The intention of the framers of 
our Constitution to keep the Election Commission inde¬ 
pendent of executive control can be upheld by providing 
it with complete authority over the staff made responsible 
to conduct elections. 


NOVEMBER'93 COMPETITION MASTER 293 



Q. 5. What is National Literaqr Mission? Do you 
think that the targets of this mission will be achieved? 
Also point out the bottlenecks. 

Ans. National Literacy Mission (NLM) is a total 
literacy campaign launched by the Government in the 
year 1988. It has been widely accepted that illiteracy is the 
root cause of most of the socio-economic maladies faced 
by the developing countries. It havS also been realised that 
the routine efforts of the Government to remove illiteracy 
were too slow to eradicate this evil. 

Considering the fact that even after 46 years of inde¬ 
pendence, over 35 crore Indians are still illiterate, it was 
considered necessary to launch a campaign on the war 
footing to supplement the routine efforts of providing 
education by ensuring the benefits of literacy to the mil¬ 
lions living in the darkness of ignorance, suffering from 
the inability to read or write. The NLM proposes to cover 
8 crore illiterates during the 8th Five Year Plan as a result 
of which the literacy percentage would rise from 52% to 
70%. This also means that every citizen falling in the 
age-group of 15 to 35 years is proposed to be turned 
literate during this period. At the turn of the century 100 
per cent literacy is sought to be achieved. 

The target indeed is formidable. Among several bot¬ 
tlenecks, poverty is the most crucial. Children and citizens 
from the poverty stricken areas/stratas of society may be 
difficult to be motivated to learn how to read and write. 
High percentage of drop-outs during the primary educa¬ 
tion would be another bottleneck which needs to be 
tackled effectively. Socio-cultural factors deep-rooted in 
our society may be yet another stumbling block. 

The targets may be difficult but are not impossible to 
achieve. Active involvement of voluntary organisation, 
women organisations and social workers may prove to be 
very useful to make NLM a peoples' movement. Specific 
emphasis need to be placed on the adult education to 
bring education well within the reach of uneducated 
population of all ages. Providing at least bare-minimum 
facilities in the Government-run primary schools is yet 
another important factor. To tap those citizens who cannot 
afford to absent themselves from their places of work from 
where they earn livelihood and also for rural women 
engaged in household and agricultural work, a non-for- 
mal system of primary education has to be evolved. All 
above factors along with the missionary zeal on part of the 
executive agencies would go a long way in achieving the 
ambitious targets of the mission. 

Q. 6. What is Cauveiy waters dispute? What is the 
interim order of Cauvery Tribunal? What are your sug¬ 
gestions to put an end to this dispute? 

Ans. River Cauvery, which originates from the hill- 
tracts of Karnataka has most of its course in Tamil Nadu 
and historically, Tamil Nadu has been using the waters of 
this river to irrigate its lands to the extent of 80 per cent. 
The growing areas of cultivation in Karnataka has 
resulted in utilisation of more waters in the recent 
decades, making the lesser water available to Tamil Nadu 

m NOVEMBER’S3 COMPETITION MASTER 


and Pondicherry. This gave rise to a dispute and to resolve 
the dispute, Cauvery Waters Tribunal was set up. 

At an average, total annual availability of water in the 
Cauvery basin is 740 TMC ft. In its interim order passed 
in 1992, the Cauvery Waters Tribunal has directed Kar¬ 
nataka to make available to Tamil Nadu a minimum an¬ 
nua I inflow of 205 TMC ft at Mettur. The Tribu nal has also 
stipulated a monthly pattern of release of water consisterit 
with the annual quantum. 

A dispute of this kind is not unknown in the past. 
Several other States are also locked in grim battles among 
themselves for sharing of waters. A few suggestions as 
under, are given to put an end to the present dispute 
between Karnataka and Tamil Nadu. 

(a) instead of a Tribunal deciding this matter it is 
better if the matter is sorted out through negotiations 
across the table. 

(b) It would be better to fix the quota of water for 
Tamil Nadu as a per cent of total water available, instead 
of a fixed inflow of 205 TMC ft, as availability of total 
quantum of water may vary from year to year. 

(f) All the basin States/UT must harvest ground 
water adequately, rather than depending heavily on 
Cauvery waters for irrigation. 

(d) All these States/UT must also make investment in 
the drainage system to prevent the rain water from going 
waste and to make efforts to store and use it for irrigation 
purposes. 

(e) Suitable changes in cropping pattern in all these 
States, with special emphasis on dry land farming would 
considerably reduce the requirement of water for irriga¬ 
tion. 

(f) By making a constitutional amendment, all the 
major rivers in the country can be declared as national 
assets and by nationalising the rivers, the Union Govern¬ 
ment should be empowered to take decisions on sharing 
of river waters between two or more States. 

(g) The proposal to link all major rivers through a 
network of canals should be implemented. Such a 
proposal, though may prove expensive in execution, yet 
would result in availability of water in all the States of the 
country throughout the year. This would also reduce con¬ 
siderably the persistent and regular menace of floods 
which take heavy toll of human lives as well as crops 
every year. 

Q.7. (a) What is MCTR? When was it founded and 
how many members does it have? Should India join 
MCTR? 

(b) What is a cryogenic engine? Witfi special refer¬ 
ence to recent controversy about it, discuss how 
cryogenic engines will foster India's space programmes. 
Also discuss the possibilities of development of in¬ 
digenous cryo-engines by India. * 

Ans. (a) Missile Technology Control Regime 
(MCTR), a club of nations, founded under the initiative of 




USA on April 16,1987, is formulated to ostensibly prevent 
proliferation of nuclrar capable missile technolo^ in the 
world. The strength of MCTR is 24 nations which includes 
Australia, USA, UK, Germany, France, Canada, Japan, 
Russia and almost all European countries. MCTR does not 
have the force of International law, as it is not a formal 
treaty like NPT, but the member countries are expected to 
adhere to the national export control regulations to imple¬ 
ment the Guidelines of the Regime. Ihe Guidelines aim at 
preventing proliferation of missile technology and 
delivery system capable of carrying at least 500 kg pay- 
load over a distance of at least 300 KM. One of the US laws 
provides for sanctions against any country that is in¬ 
volved in transfer of missile technology covered under the 
MCTR Guidelines. This was one of the reasons that 
prompted Russia to terminate two-year old cryo-engine 
deal with India, obviously under the US pressure. 

Designed on the lines of NPT, MCTR is detrimental to 
the interests of developing countries who do not possess 
the latest space technology, even for civilian and peaceful 
purposes. Theoretically, India can become a member, as 
no membership norms have been prescribed. A willing 
country has to apply for membership and the existing 
members may accept such an application. 

But joining MCTR may not be in the interest of India. 
It would mean that India will not be in a position to 
pursue its PSLV and GSLV programmes, what to talk of 
Agni and Prithvi missile programmes. Hence it is not 
advisable that India shouldr join MCTR, as it is dis¬ 
criminatory against the countries that do not possess ad¬ 
vanced missile technology. 

Ans. (5) One of the youngest sciences, Cryogenics is 
the study of very low temperatures i.e. from -150®C to 
-273°C. Cryogenic engines, which are used for final stages 
of rockets, place satellites, including the communication 
satellites in the geostationary orbit. Cryo-engines use liq¬ 
uid oxygen and hydrogen—liquefied at very low 
temperatures—as propellants. Uquid hydrogen bums as 
fuel and liquid oxygen acts as oxldiser. These engines are 
considered to be superior to the traditional engines that 
use earth storable liquid fuels or solid fuels, as the same 
quantity of fuel in cryo-engines generates far more thrust 
and can carry a heavier payload. These engines are far 
superior and efficient in placing heavier satellites in the 
geo-stationary orbit. 

The cryo-engines were in the news recently when 
under obvious US-pressure, Russia terminated two-year 
deal on cryogenic engine technology. The 235 crore rupee 
deal was signed in January 1991 with the aim of acquiring 
cryo-engine technology for the launch of 12-tonne 
Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV) by 1995- 
96. The existing engine used inlndia is developed by ISRO 
and is semi-cryc^enic, based on the use of liquid oxygen 
and kerosene as propellants. 

Future space programmes of India are heavily de¬ 
pendent on cryo-engines. Thrusting heavier satellites in 
the orbit certainly cannot be achieved with the existing 


technologies in India. If the ambifibus ptogramiite of 
GSLV flight is to be achieved, cryo-engiilataiie eiBjteRtUl^ 
required. Realising tiiis, indi^nous developing of suck ' 
engines was launched in 1986 which could ohjy'achieve a' ■, 
semi-cryogenic one-tonne prototype. To save Ae vbluabte ' 
time for development of indigenous cryp-engine, ISRO 
decided to go in for a deal for import of technology. But . 
now after the termination of the deal, India appears to 
have lost valuable two years in the indigenous effctfti 
Although ISRO is hopeful of developing an indigenous 
cryo-engine in 4 to 5 years, the estimates seem rather ^ 
ambitious. Japanese Mitsubishi, with its level of tech¬ 
nological advancement and far-developed infra-structure - 
took about 10 years to develop a cryogenic engine for 
Japanese National Space Development Agen<y. The time , 
frame for use of cryogenic engine by ISRO, tiwrefore, may 
be put back considerably and the "technological quantum 
jump" in the space programme may have to wait for at 
least a decade. 

Q. 8. What is new economic policy? What an its 
basic features? Also enumerate the steps taken by the 
Government in pursuance of this policy. Do you Ihink 
that it was necessary to adopt this policy by bidding 
farewell to the Nehruvian Model? 

Ans. The years 1989 and 1990 wtere flte worst ever 
years for Indian economy after independence. Growth 
rate was low, inflation very high, industries suffered stag¬ 
nation and the agriculture was under tremendous pres¬ 
sure. Political instability added fuel tbH\e fire and the Gulf ' 
war exacerbated ttie foreign exchange crisis. To overcome • 
all these odds, the Government in 1991 adopted a new > 
economic policy of liberalisation and decontrols by 
restructuring die existing economic system. The mixed ' 
economy dominated by the public sector, it appeared, had , 
outlived its utility and there was a need to revamp the 
whole economy. Specific corrective measures were re- : 
quired to liberate the economy from unnecessary controls : 
and to restructure the management of foreign exchange. 

Main features of new economic policy are decontrols, ' 
delicensing, liberalisation, apt exchange rate manage- . 
ment, revamping the financial sector, restructuring the 
public sector, liberalised inflow of foreign exchange, 
restructuring the fiscal management etc. In the broad 
framework of these features, the policy seeks to achieve 
the basic goal of higher economic growth. 

To achieve the broad objectives of the policy under the 
given features, the Government has taken several steps, 
some of which arc enumerated as under: 

(a) Liberalised Exchange Rate Management System . 

(Partial convertibility) was adopted in 1992-93 budget 
which was later substituted by full convertibility of rupee . 
on trade account in this year's budget. This mechanism ; t 
has resulted in determining the actual market value of ' 
rupee vis-a-vis other currencies and has helped to boost 
Indian exports as well as NRI remittances. . 

(b) More categories of Industries have been thrown 
open and only a few ones need licences for setting up new . 

* ‘ J. 
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units. 

(c) The norms for inflow of foreign investment in 
India have been liberalised. 

(d) FRRA (Foreign Kxchange Regulation Act) has 
been amended to remove unnecessary restrictions on 
management of foreign exchange. 

(e) The process of privatisation of public sector by 
disinvesting of Government equity is already on. 

{/) Voluntary retirement scheme for the employees of 
central public sector undertakings has been introduced to 
shed the surplus staff. 

(;f) In pursuance of recommendations of Chelliah 
Penal, certain re-structuring of taxation .system has al¬ 
ready been introduced in 1992-93 budget. 

(/i) Effective deflationary policies have resulted in 
bringing down the rate of inflation considerably. 

I (0 Gold Bond Scheme, introduced to unearth the 
I black money was a big success in achieving its objective. 

The policy which invited stiff opposition and 
criticism from trade-unions and leftist parties, appears to 
be timely and appropriate. The Nehruvian Model, which 
was adopted immediately after independence as most 
appropriate model of economy, appeared loathsome in 
the contemporary world. To keep pace with the develop¬ 
ments elsewhere in the world, it was imperative for Indian 
economy to get in tune with the trends in the world 
economy which is fast moving towards, decontrols near 
free movement of goods and adoption of the forces of 
demand and supply in all aspects of financial manage¬ 
ment at macro-level. This was also necessary to correct the 
serious imbalance in our foreign exchange reserves. 

. Transfer of latest technology is inevitable with the inflow 
' of foreign investment and the process will stimulate the 
hitherto slower pace of growth in our country. The only 
, precaution the new economic policy must take is to take 
due care of the unprivileged classes of society, particularly 
I those living below the poverty line. If the measures taken 
in this year's budget are any indication, the Government 
appears to be moving on the right track and direction by 
assisting the poorer sections. 

Q. 9. Recently, International Monetary Fund cai> 

' rled out a study to reassess the size of world economics 
which has drastically changed the rankings of all 
countries in the world so far as GDP is concerned. What 
are the main features of this report and what impact it is 
going to have on Asian countries including India? 

Ans. Traditionally, the size of each economy is 
measured by valuing its goods and services in dollars 
using international exchange rates. In other words, for 
measuring the GDP of a particular country, purchasing 
power of other country's currency vis-a-vis output of that 
country is taken as a measure. International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) got a study carried out recently in which a 
new method of calculation of GDP has been adopted. As 
per this method, national output of a particular country is 
measured by what goods and services a country's curren¬ 


cy will buy, as compared with the purchasing power of 
other currencies in their respective countries. In other 
words, the output of a particular country will now be 
measured in terms of purchasing power of its own curren¬ 
cy at home. 

If the above method of calculations is adopted, Indian 
economy emerges more than three times as large as 
mca.surcd with the existing method. Similarly, China's 
economy overnight turns four times larger. As a result, 
Indian economy emerges as 6th largest economy in the ' 
world after USA, japan, China, Germany and France. It 
would also mean that biggest seven economies would 
now include three Asian economic superpowers—China, 
japan and India. Calculated on the basis of purchasing 
power of its own currency at home, India's Gross Domes¬ 
tic Product (GDP) has grown to a whopping $ 1 trillion as 
compared to a bare $ 290billion as per the existing calcula¬ 
tions. Similarly, India's per-capita income has also risen to 
$ 1,150 as against $ 330 on the old basis. In terms of new 
calculations the share of developing countries in the 
world-output would jump from 18 per cent to 34 per cent. 

The study has evoked mixed feelings across the 
world. While the developing world is basking in the 
newly discovered glory, there are certain danger signals 
too. As per the norms of IMF and the World Bank, 
countries only with less than $ 765 per-capita income can 
seek the facility of very long term loans with no or 
nominal rate of interest. The new calculations may render 
many developing countries including India, China and 
Indonesia ineligible for concessional loans and other aid 
from the developed west. So far, the World Bank is follow¬ 
ing the existing method and if it decides to switch over the 
new basis, the upper limit of per-capita income may also 
be raised. It is also feared that industrially advanced 
countries may rely upon the fresh calculations of the GDP 
and on this pretext cut aid to the developing countries and 
start pursuing the trade policies that are detrimental to the 
interests of the third world. As it is, the aid to the develop¬ 
ing North has already been choked and diverted to no^ 
so-needy East European countries. The scenario will, 
however, be clear in the times to come. 

Q. 10. What is Consumers' Protection Act and how 
does it protect the consumers? What are the main 
amendments incorporated in this Act this year? Which 
significant area has been left out of the purview of this 
Act even after the amendments? 

Ans. Consumers' Protection Act came into being in 
1986. The act aims at protecting the interests and rights of 
the consumers from the malpractices in trade and busi¬ 
ness in the forms of overcharging, cheating, adulteration, 
profiteering, black marketing etc. The act also aims at 
providing cheap and speedy justice through consumers' 
fora at District and State level and through National Com¬ 
mission at the national level. Several consumer organisa¬ 
tions and voluntary agencies are actively advocating the 
cause of consumers before the consumers'jfora. 

Gradually it was realised that the provisions of the 
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Act were not comprehensive enough to cover all the 
aspects of problems faced by the consumers. A working 
group was set up for this purpose and it submitted its 
report to the Prime Minister. On the basis of ttiis report the 
foUowing amendments have been given effect by the or¬ 
dinance promulgated by the President in June, 1^3. 

[a) It enables the consumers to file complaints in 
respect of goods whose use could be hazardous to life and 
safety including the drugs and food products sold after 
the expiry dates. 

% The amendments are also directed against the 
traders adopting restrictive trade practices like forcing the 
consumer to buy the Gas stoves ftom the gas dealer. 

(c) It enables the group consumers, who are victims 
of over-charging by a trader, to lodge complaints as a 
group. 

(d) It has been clarified that housing is within the 
purview of the Act. Any malpractices in allotment, con¬ 
struction, occupation related services and maintenance 
have been brought under the Act now. 

(r) Earlier, goods or services procured by self- 
employed persons were excluded from the provisions of 
the Act. The amendments now enable the self-employed 
persons to seek redressal under the Act, as such transac¬ 
tions by them would no longer be treated as commercial 
activity. 

if) The scope of the Act has been enlarged to the 
extent that consumer fora h^ve been given additional 
powers to order withdrawal of goods which are likely to 
endanger human life and safety. 

(g) The Act now has a limitation period of one year. 

(/i) The amendments also provide for removal of 
deficiency from services and to award costs. 

(i) In case of bogus complaints, the redressal fora 
have been empowered to impose puniiJhments. 

(/) The amendments provide for formulation of selec¬ 
tion committees at the State and national level to choose 
non-judicial members of redressal agencies. 

The ordinance has omitted one of the main recom¬ 
mendations of the working group, which pertained to 
bringing Government health services under the purview 
of the Act. This has obviously been done to protect the 
health personnel particularly engaged in the national 
programme of family welfare, so that this programme 
does not suffer any set-back. 

Q. 11. What are the benefits that are likely to accrue 
to Indian Economy as a result of sustained growth of 
exports? What are the steps taken by the Government 
during the last one year to boost the exports? 

Ans. A good and sustained growth of exports has a 
very positive impact on the growth of any economy. It not 
only keeps tight control over the balance of payments 
position but also keeps the economy buoyant For Indian 
economy, the growdi of exports is particularly important 
It is essential for the success of liberalisation and restruc¬ 


turing that the annual export growth rate is around 15 
cent It is equally sigiiificant that a minimum annual 
growth rate of 15 per cent is sustained for the next one 
decade to ensure timely repayment of foreign debt and to ^ 
avoid falling into a Latin-American type debt-trap. 

During the Eighth Plan period, the reports are tar-, 
geted to grow at one annual rate of 13.6 per cent in volume 
and 15 to 16 per cent in dollar terms. The exports thus are 
likely to double during the Eighth Plan jiwriod ending 
March 31, 1997. If the performance of Indian exports 
during the first four mondw of 1993-94 (April-July) is any- 
.indication, export performance is going to be in accord¬ 
ance with the targets. During this period, the growtii of 
exports has been over 27 per cent. 

To encourage the exports, the Government has taken 
several measures. A few important ones are as under: 

(fl) New Exim policy announced for 1992-97 period 
aims at achieving a steady and sustained growth of ex-, 
ports. Trade now is free from discretionary controls. 

(b) Indian rupee has been made fully convertible 
which has resulted in conversion of foreign exchange into 
rupee at better and competitive market prices, thereby 
giving better return to the exporters in rupee terms. 

(c) The Exim policy was again amended in March 
1993 and special emphasis have been placed to step-up 
the exports of agriculture and allied sectors considerably. 

(d) In the Union budget for 1993-94, interest rate on 
rupee export credit has been reduced by one per cent to 13 
per cent and tax on interest on export credit has been done 
away with. 

(e) Policy of liberalisation followed by the Govern¬ 
ment, provides appropriate environment to step-up ex¬ 
ports. 

(f) Benefits of income tax and tax holidays have been 
extended to the export sector. 

(g) Liberalised policy to invite foreign investment, 
and equity would result in import of state-of-the-art tech- ; 
nology into the country which would certainly make In¬ 
dian exports more competitive in the international 
market. 

(h) There are no curbs on imports that are to be used 
for manufacturing goods for exports. 

(i) FERA controls have been diluted considerably. 

The process of liberalisation is on-going and irre¬ 
versible. It is expected that in the years to follow, the 
country will witness further measures to push up the 
exports. Indian goods will be able to make a niche for 
themselves in the world market if they conforms to inter¬ 
national standards in terms of quality, cost and reliability. 
The policy measures already adopted, coupled with the 
impending impost of latest technology by multinationals 
in near future may revolutionize Indian exports in the 
times to come. 
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CAREER 


Opportunities in 
Management—' 


Rapid expansion of Industries in 
India has opened new vistas for ex¬ 
cellent opportunities of careers in 
management. New Economic Policy 
of liberalisation and decontrols has 
increased the demand for managerial 
personnel in the corporate sector. Ad¬ 
vent of multinational companies, 
which has just begun, may further 
increase the quest of the industrial 
sector in all fields of management like 
Finance, Production, Marketing, Per¬ 
sonnel and Administration. 

The careers in management offer 
one of the best remuneration package 
in the country, particularly in the 
private sector. Recent decision of the 
Government to raise the upper limit 
of monthly salary to the managers to 
Rs 50,000 has made careers in 
management even more attractive. In 
addition to best of the salaries offered 
by this career, it also offers outstand¬ 
ing developmental opportunities to 
enable the competent and dynamic 
managers to rise to the level of Chief- 
executive. Several Indian profes¬ 
sionals today are working as 
Managing Directors in many multi¬ 
nationals. Management profes¬ 
sionals from India are also in good 
demand in international market. 
Private sector today offers rapid ad¬ 
vancement to result-oriented profes¬ 
sionals. Excellent perks are offered 
which may include free accommoda¬ 
tion, free conveyance/attractive con¬ 
veyance allowance, CPF, leave travel 
concession, medical aliowance/reim- 
bursement etc. 

Those who prefer Public Sector 
Undertakings (PSU), may join these 
undertakings at several levels. The 
managerial hierarchy and pay-struc- 

aM NOVEMBER *93 COMPETITION MASTER 


ture in most of the PSU's is pre-deter- 
mined and also includes some perks, 
though not as attractive as offered by 
the private sector. 

Areas in Management 
Services 

Marketing, Finance, Production 
and Personnel are the four major 
areas in management with each 
having several sub-branches. 
Marketing Management includes 
sales, purchase, international 
marketing (exports-imports), adver¬ 
tising, marketing strategy, materials 
management, consumers' behaviour, 
market development and research. 
Financial Management includes all 
the aspects relating to finances, in¬ 
vestments, financing decisions, 
portfolio management, project 
management, working capital 
management, international financial 
management, etc. Production Mana¬ 
gement takes care of Production 
methodology, costing, operations re¬ 
search and quality control etc. Per¬ 
sonnel Management deals with the 
most complicated aspect i.e. manage¬ 
ment. It looks after the areas of 
Human Resource Development 
(HRD), recruitment, training, 
management-union relations, labour 
and personnel policies, organisation 
behaviour, management of change 
and general administration. 

A degree of Master in Business 
Administration (MBA) is considered 
to be the gateway to careers in 
management. While choosing the 
area of specialisation in manage¬ 
ment, the candidates must gauge 
their aptitude for a particular aspect 
of management. Candidates with 


commerce background usually go in 
for Financial Management and the 
technical graduates with science or 
engineering degrees usually choose 
Production Management. Rest of the 
candidates choose Marketing 
Management or Personnel Manage¬ 
ment, depending upon their ap¬ 
titudes and flairs. 

MBA Degree 

Master of Business Administra¬ 
tion is normally considered to be the 
basic and ideal post-graduate 
qualification for taking up a good 
and rewarding career in manage¬ 
ment. As per one estimate, every year 
about 10,000 MBAs are chum^ out 
by Indian Institutes of Management 
(IlMs) and a host of other universities 
and recognised institutes/deemed 
universities. A candidate with a good 
MBA degree finds no problem in 
getting a good job and freshers are 
usually inducted as Management 
Trainees for one to two years, 
before getting absorbed in regular 
scales. After a few years of ex¬ 
perience, MBAs may choose the 
job of their own liking at very at¬ 
tractive terms. 

Several institutes/universities 
also offer post-graduate diplomas bf 
one to two-year duration on Business 
Management, Marketing Manage¬ 
ment, HRD, Personnel Mwagement 
and Labour Welfare, Basic Finance, 
Financial Management, Materials 
Management, O^rations Manage¬ 
ment, eto. But as a (hatter of rule, 
MBA degree is considered to be ideal 
by the job-seekets as well as the 
employers. Diplomas also assist in 
finding good openings, provided 


j these are supplemented with some 
I relevant experience. 

(a) Admission: One of the 
toughest steps in this direction is to 
get admission for MBA degree. AH 
graduates with minimum 50 per cent 
marks are eligible for admission. The 
admission is through an entrance 
test, which offers very tough com¬ 
petition. Some universities keep 
some seats reserved for "internal" 
students who graduate from the 
same university, apart from the 
prescribed reservations for 
scheduled caste/scheduled tribe can¬ 
didates.. 

The most prestigious degree of 
MBA is the one awarded by four In¬ 
stitutes of Management (IIMs) lo¬ 
cated at Ahmedabad, Calcutta, 
Bangalore and Lucknow. In addition, 
some universities of repute'also carry 
out MBA programme. Some of these 
are Delhi University, Bombay 
University, Madras University, Cal¬ 
cutta University, Panjab University, 
Aligarh Muslim University, Banaras 
Hindu University, Allahabad Univer¬ 
sity, Baroda University, Mysore 
University, Cochin University, Patna 
University, Ranchi University, 
Magadh University, Jodhpur Univer¬ 
sity, Jammu University, Bhopal 
University etc. In addition to the 
above, there are several other univer¬ 
sities and institutes like Indian In¬ 
stitute of Foreign Trade, Tata 
Institute of Social Sciences, Indian 
Institute of Rural Management and j 
Xavier Institute of Management 
which also conduct MBA program¬ 
mes. 

(b) CAT BY IIMs: For admis¬ 
sion to MBA programme, IIMs hold a 
Common Admission Test (CAT) 
every year, generally in the month trf 
December. The test is conducted on 
all-India basis at several centres, 
covering almost the entire country, A 
notification regarding QAT usually 
appears in Hie monHi of September in 
several national n^^apers as well 
as in the "Employment News". The 
dates of commencement of academic 
sesi^on are djE^erent for all the four 
Institutes. CAXJs of 2‘hour duration. 

I 


It is objective type (multiple chcHce) 
and includes questions on English 
language; analytical ability, reading 
comprehension, data interpretation 
and reasoning ability. This year CAT 
is to be held on December 12. 

In addition to the written test, the 
candidates may also be tested in the 
following: 

(0 group discussion; (ti) leader¬ 
ship tests; (in') case study; and (in) 
personal interview. 

The thrust of the CAT is to choose 
the candidates with high intelligence 
quotient, leadership qualities, clear 
understanding and good expression. 
The number of seats vary from 100 to 
180 and the IIMs have reservation for 
SC/ST candidates @15 per cent and 
7,5 per cent respectively. 

(c) Entrance test by Univeiv 
sities: The selection of candidates 
for MBA programme is made 
through entrance test by the univer¬ 
sities, depending upon the number of 
seats and quantum of competition. 
The entrance test is for two to three- 
hour duration. Some of the univer¬ 
sities have more than one papers. The 
paper usually is objective type (mul¬ 
tiple choice) in nature and covers 
areas like reasoning, reading com¬ 
prehension, quantitative aptitude, 
data interpretation, general aware¬ 
ness, business communication skills 
etc. The exact layout of the question 
paper varies in different universities. 

Part-time/Correspondence 

Course 

Several universities like Univer¬ 
sity of Delhi, Madras, Calcutta, Bom¬ 
bay, Gujarat, Osmania and Punjab 
hold part-time course for MBA. Part- 
time programmes are designed to last 
for 5 to 7 semesters and the classes are 
held in the evening. Apart from re¬ 
quirement of a go^ bachelor's de¬ 
gree, part-time programmes also 
require some experience at super¬ 
visory level. While part-time oourses 
are available only to tiie candidates 
belonging to a particular city/town 
where such university is located, 
MBA courses oHered throu^ cor- 
r^spondence/self-instjcuctional 


method are desi^hi^ Id assist the 
candidates located at far flung areas.'' 
Some universities like Punjabi 
University, Patiala and Indira Gandhi 
National Open University (IGNOU) 
offer such courses. IGNOU is one of 
the premier institutions which offers 
MBA programme through a nation? , 
wide network of its 170 study centres. 
Intematicmaily reco^ized as a centre 
of exceiloice for studies, IGNOU of¬ 
fers a 5-semester MBA programme ( 
and also provides the facility of coun¬ 
selling. This course is particularly • 
useful for the officers of Armed For¬ 
ces who retire at relatively younger 
age, and also to those Government 
servants who wish to seek careers in 
managerial cadres by seeking pre¬ 
mature retirement. 

An advantage to do MBA from . / 
IGNOU is that ^e Candidates who, ; 
for any reasons, cannot complete the ;; 
entire programme and are able to , 
pass only a few subjects/papers, are 
awarded diplomas like Diploma in ' ■! 
Management, Post Graduate (PG) 
Diploma in Business Management, 

PG Diploma in Marketing Manage¬ 
ment, PG Diploma in HRD, PG 
Diploma in Financial Management, 
etc, depending on the number of 
papers passed by the candidates. 
Another advantage is that the num¬ 
ber of seats for MBA programme is 
determined study- centre-wise whidi 
offers a large number of seats at all- 
India level. 

The candidates seeking admis¬ 
sion in this programme offered by 
IGNOU must have completed 25 
years of age and must have at least 
tiiree years' experience in the super¬ 
visory capacity. There is, however, no 
upper age limit. The admission is' 
made entirely on the basis of marks 
obtained in the entrance test which is for 
two-hour duration and has about 100 
objective type questions on con^retwn- 
sion, reasoning, English language, 
general awareness, data interpretation, 
quantitative aptitude etc. 'i 

{In Dec '93 issue we mU be pnmid- ^ 
mg infanmtion on "How to prepare for, -p 
the Entrance fin'MBA".) 
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Descriptive Questions 


Checking migration of 
villagers to urban areas 

Q. Suggest three effective 
measures to check the large scale 
migration of rural people to urban 
areas. Explain how the measures 
suggested by you would be helpful. 

Ans. With Indian towns and 
cities already pounding with people 
and problems, it is high time the tide 
of migration of rural people to urban 
areas is checked before it gets too late 
to reverse the trend. This may appear 
'easier said than done'. When vil¬ 
lagers make for the so-called greener 
pastures of urban India, they do so 
under very compelling circumstan¬ 
ces. But still we cannot afford to sit 
back with folded hands and allow the 
large-scale migration continue for 
ever. The followed measures, if im¬ 
plemented with all seriousness and 
earnestness, can go a long way in 
stemming the aberrations that have 
come about in our socio-economic 
milieu. 

First, it should be ensured more 
than ever before that the allocation of 
Rs 30,000 crorc for the rural sector 
under the Eighth Plan is meaningful¬ 
ly utilised for the creation of jobs 
during the lean period when the 
landless labourers hunt for jobs. Un¬ 
like in the past when only fifteen 
paise out of a rupee reached the 
beneficiary under various welfare 
schemes, utmost vigilant needs to 
be exercised before funds are released 
to different agencies for purposes of 
employment<reation or develop¬ 
ment works in the villages. 

Second, creation of more work¬ 
ing days for the rural people under 
the NRY (Nehru Rozgar Yojna) like 
the digging of wells, construction of 
link roads, bridges, ponds, storage 
tanks, drains, toilets etc should be 
given utmost priority and the short¬ 
comings detected so far, should be 
plugged and sealed. Practical steps 
towards the acceleration of develop¬ 
ment activities have to be taken right 


now in the right earnest. Other 
avenues of employment for the rural 
people can be the extension and en¬ 
couragement of poultry farming and 
dairy farming, fishing, cattle/sheep 
breeding, horticulture etc and the 
starting of industrial units based on 
the raw material produced in the vil¬ 
lages. 

Last but not the least is the need 
to revive the handloom/cottage in¬ 
dustries, extension and strengthen¬ 
ing of village and Khadi industries to 
more rural areas. Distribution of 
kits/tools to the rural artisans and 
craftmen would help a lot in motivat¬ 
ing them to stick to their ancestral 
occupations and thus reduce the 
chances of their mindless migration 
to the urban areas. The opening of 
technical training institutes in the vil¬ 
lages is the crying need of the hour. 
Village youth, trained in these in¬ 
stitutes, can be absorbed in the up¬ 
coming industries in the rural areas 
and thus check large-scale migration 
to cities. 

Cutting down the Defence 
Expenditure 

Q. Some people feel that the 
Defence Expenditure should be cut 
down and the same can be utilised 
for other welfare measures initiated 
by the Government. Explain your 
view in this regard. Substantiate 
your view by giving instances, ex¬ 
amples from your experience, read¬ 
ing and knowledge. 

Ans. The reverberations, as a 
result of the end of Cold War and the 
collapse of the erstwhile Soviet 
Union, are still unfolding themselves. 
Although the possibilities of a major 
armed conflict between super¬ 
powers or their cronies'have come 
down considerably, it is too naive to 
believe that the world has become 
totally free from the curse of recur¬ 
ring wars or political hegemony. No 
doubt a qualitative change in rela¬ 
tions among nations has taken place. 
Today there is a constant clamour for 


reduction in defence budgets round 
the globe. In view of the changed 
scenario and the pressing problems 
at home, pacifists and Gandhians are 
of the view that India should cut 
down its Defence Expenditure so that 
the goal of 'social ^justice' as 
enshrined in the Indian Constitution 
is pursued vigorously and speedily. 
Defence Expenditure as it stands 
today, is not alarming as far as the 
requirements of the Indian Army are 
concerned. But those who advocate 
that this expenditure should be fur¬ 
ther reduced are moved by the sole 
objective of allocating more funds 
towards welfare schemes. 

Both India and China have taken 
a big step forward towards resolving 
their longstanding border dispute by 
agreeing to "respect and observe" the 
line of Actual Control and to deter¬ 
mine it through consultations wh6re 
there is any doubt about its position. 
By initiating confidence-building 
measures, which include future steps 
for the reduction of military forces on 
both sides, peace as well as security 
of the Sino-lndian borders have been 
assured, if not guaranteed. Similarly 
with no major problems with her 
neighbours except Pakistan, the fu¬ 
ture augurs well for India and lends 
strength to the argument of those 
who feel that India should cut down 
her Defence Expenditure. The money 
thus saved could be used for social 
welfare measures like eradication of 
illiteracy, provision of drinking 
water, roads, transport and com¬ 
munication, medical and housing 
facilities, etc. 

However lofty and laudable the 
intentions of pacifists may be, the 
hard ground realities and the healdi 
of the nation demand that under no 
circumstances should we com¬ 
promise our national security. With 
Pakistan augmenting its war 
machinery by Squiring the most 
lethal weapons and having nearly 
produced the much menacing 
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nuclear bomb, as also by indulging in 
proxy war with India throu^ ter¬ 
rorists and insurgents, India cannot 
afford to slacken her efforts in the 
fields of research and development of 
her defence needs and preparations. 
When such are our compulsions, 
there is a little scope of reducing the 
Defence Expenditure. 

World Without Books 

Q. Suppose there is no book in 
the world. Explain three possible 
consequences if such a thing hap¬ 
pens. 

Ans. God forbid, if the world be¬ 
comes bereft of all books, the conse¬ 
quences on the economic, academic 
and intellectual life of the people 
would be too grim and gloomy to be 
visualised now. In an environment 
without books, living would tan¬ 
tamount to passing through a dark 
tunnel, the other end of which would 
be equally lost in uncertainty and 
utter darkness. The present times will 
hang heavy on all those who treat 
books as their friends, guides and 
philosophers. The tragedy bom out 
of the sudden disappearance of 
books would be felt the most on the 
following aspects of life. 

On the economic front the 
vanishing of books would adversely 
affect both paper-producing industry 
as well as the working of printers and 
publishers. Besides, thousands of 
people engaged in Ae book-selling 
trade would lose their means of 
livelihood and such a sorry state of 
affairs would mean not only the onset 
of bleak prospects of mass un¬ 
employment for the victims but also 
a trail of long suffering and agony for 
their families. The mishap would 
soon become a world-class crisis, 
throwing out of gear research and 
development works, based mostly on 
books. 

As far as the academic life of stu¬ 
dents and teachers is concerned, the 
effect of non-availability of books 
will be immediate as well as irritat¬ 
ing. With no book in sight or on 
person, the students in schools/col¬ 
leges/universities would find them¬ 
selves in a state of drift, sailing in a 
rudderless boat. As a result of these 
chaotic conditions, the chances of un¬ 


rest erupting cannot be ruled out. 
Libraries without books and book¬ 
shops staring empty, would present a 
none too happy situation. Without 
books, the audienticity of facts will 
become a subject of hot controversy 
and unnecessary exchange of argu¬ 
ments. It may also mean a return to 
the 'Dark Ages' where coercion, cruel 
customs, ignorance and irrationality 
ruled the roost and played havoc 
with die lives of those who tried to 
talk sense or spread the messan of 
wisdom to the blind wielders of brute 
power. 

Without books, the intellectual 
health of all societies would receive a 
near fatal blow. Writers* critics, 
thinkers, philosophers and above all, 
the human urge to be in the company' 
of books and feel the presence of 
"their never failing friends". The ab¬ 
sence of books would be a traumatic 
experience, fairly hard and harsh in 
content and context to live with. The 
intellectual giants of the world will be 
deprived of the inspiration of their 
soul and the common man die halo of 
scholarship. 

Ban on Private Coaching 
Classes 

Q. Government should ban all 
the private Coachihg classes. Give 
two arguments in favour and two 
against the given statement. 

Arguments in favour of the 
statement 

1. Let us face the facts boldly 
and admit that the running of private 
coaching ' classes by regular 
schooi/college teachers or sub-stand¬ 
ard/inexperienced educators (so- 
called) with impunity has become a 
roaring business. Resorting to coer¬ 
cion or persuasion or both and forc¬ 
ing the students to join such classes, 
better known as teaching shops, has 
assumed menacing proportions and 
the earlier the malady is checked the 
better for the health of students, 
teachers and educational institutions. 
If the evil is allowed to spread its 
tentacles, tf^t day will not be far 
when mediocrity under the 
patronage of private tutors, as they 
are mushrooming now, shall be 
rewarded and merit supported by in¬ 
dependent initiative punished or at 


least discouraged. 

2. It has been observed mdre 
often than not that tiiose students 
who join private coaching classes, do 
so to make up the loss at their 
school/college level and thus find 
themselves handicapped to sit in the. 
examinations. Generally the difficult 
topics are not fully covered or inten¬ 
tionally skipped, for which tiie stu¬ 
dents have to run from pillar to post 
to complete the left-out courses. 
Under tnese compulsive circumstan'i i 
ces, they are forced to join the already > 
over-crowded, indisciplined and 
highly unsatisfactory coaching clas¬ 
ses, which have become a bane of our 
present system. It is. high time that 
the government banned the cult of 
private coaching classes, at least by 
regular school/college teachers, as it 
has banned private practice by 
medicos working in government 
hospitals. 

Arguments against the statement 

1. With the poor quality of 
education, especially in science sub¬ 
jects, being imparted mostly in 
schools and some ill-equipped col¬ 
leges where good, bad and indif¬ 
ferent students sit under the same 
roof, it is almost imperative that those 
who have the inclination must 
receive expert coaching. With this 
end in view, private coaling classes, 
under the control and supervision of 
experienced teachers should be al¬ 
lowed to carry on their work so that 
the really deserving/meritorious stu- • 
dents are mentally as well as 
academically prepared to face the 
razor-like competitions for admis¬ 
sions to professional colleges. 

2. It is the fundamental right of 
all teachers to run these classes and 
the students to attend them. As such 
the question of banning them 
without any valid reason is beyond 
comprehension and the powers of 
the government. If special treatment 
for an ailment at a private nursing 
home is morally and legally justifi¬ 
able, why not the running of private 
coaching classes by genuine and 
qualitied teachers? In fact the experts 
in these coaching classes are render¬ 
ing veoman service, for which the 
beneficiaries should be ever grateful. 
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ARdUMENTATION 


Argumentative Questions 
Sociai and Economic Probiems 


"Official Secrets" 
Controversy 

Q. "Mr Justice R.S. Sarkaria's 
suggestion, made at Calcutta on 
September 17, that the Official 
Secrets Act should be repealed as it 
has become antiquated should be 
speedily implemented." Give aigu* 
ments For and Against this view. 

Ans. There is a general view that 
the Official Secrets Act, 1962, has become 
out of date since the country is committed 
to an open Government and that it 
should be replaced by a more liberal 
measure in accordance with Article 19 
(1) (a) of the Constitution. This Article 
guarantees the right to freedom of speech 
and expression. If the plea is accepted and 
speedily implenKntai, there would be no 
need to amend the Constitution. The Of¬ 
ficial Secrets Act is not a part of the 
Constitution but is measure pass^ by 
Parliament which can certainly amend it 
or replace it with a law more in tune with 
the current winds of liberalisation in al¬ 
most every sphere ofactmty. At present 
this Act hinders the free flow of informa¬ 
tion because it is highly restrictive in 
nature. But there is a contrary xriew ac- 
wrding to which withdrawal cf this law 
xvould be risky since it would enable 
enemies of the country to secure vital 
information which can be used in a man¬ 
ner prejudicial to our interests. 

Arguments For the View 

1. Mr justice RS. Sarkaria, who 
is at present Chairman of the Press 
Council of India and must be fully 
aware of the risks, if any, involved in 
repealing or substantially amending 
the Official Secrets Act. Presumably, 
he is as anxious as anyone else to 
protect the interests of ttie Govern¬ 
ment and the country. A dignitary of 
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his position and status has apparent¬ 
ly felt convinced about the 
desirability of removing the restric¬ 
tion on the freedom of the Press im¬ 
plicit in the antiquated law. So his 
suggestion should be implemented. 

2. The Narasimha Rao Govern¬ 
ment has been earnestly pursuing a 
policy of liberalisation and removal 
of restrictions all round. Why should 
the arena of freedom of speech be 
excluded from the refreshing winds 
of change which are in tune with the 
prevailing conditions in India and 
abroad and with the progress 
registered in numerous arenas of ac¬ 
tivity? 

3. If the validity of the principle 
pertaining to the people's Right to 
Know is accepted—and the Union 
Government has reportedly done 
so—there is no justification for keep¬ 
ing on the statute-book a law that is 
basically undemocratic and is admit¬ 
tedly out of date. Support to this 
standpoint is provided by the fact 
that in advanced countries such as 
the USA and Britain, the Official 
Secrets Act has been substantially 
amended in response to the demand 
of historians and the general public. 

4. The unpleasant fact is that like 
the Terrorist and Disruptive Ac¬ 
tivities (Prevention) Act (TADA), the 
Official Secrets Act has also been 
misused and applied on flimsy 
pretexts. The people have been 
denied important information under 
cover of the existing law. Mr Justice 
Sarkaria has rightly stated that it 
would be useful to adopt, with neces¬ 
sary changes and adaptations to suit 
Indian conditions, certain provisions 
of the British Official Secrets Act, 
1989, which is a substantial advance 


towards an open government. There 
is also need to repeal several archaic 
provisions of the Evidence Act for the 
same purpose. 

5. It is obviously necessary to 
secure for all citizens through the req¬ 
uisite changes a general right of ac¬ 
cess to government-held 
information. The hide-bound 
bureaucrats can certainly permit this 
even within the framework of the ex¬ 
isting measure. As he has pointed 
out, there is a rule that after 35 years 
of an event the official documents 
pertaining to it should be given to the 
National Archives. But the Union 
Government has been violating this 
rule for indefensible reasons. 

Arguments Ajpiinst the View 

1. The concept of a completely 
free Press is good in so far as it goes 
but in view of the fact that the condi¬ 
tions in India are far from satisfactory 
from the standpoint of security, it 
would be unsafe to make govern¬ 
ment secrets available to the general 
public. Agents of India's enemies are 
present in New Delhi and other im¬ 
portant centres. They are ever on the 
look-out for secret information and 
reports which they transmit to their 
employers in foreign countries, 
notably Pakistan and the U.S.A. 

2. The contention that the 
people's Right to Know is supreme 
and must be guaranteed in all cir¬ 
cumstances is acceptable but only 
with certain conditions. Along with 
people holding natipnalist views and 
having the interests of the country at 
heart there are individuals who have 
been sent to New Delhi to probe 
defence and other secrets and get 
hold of confidential documents from 


r Government ofBce» in devious ways, 
even by making generous payments 
in cash or kind. As the cases of 
foreign spies caught in the act of pur¬ 
chasing secret information from 
needy employees have shown, there 
indeed are some traitors roaming 
about. There ate Indian nationals in 
service who manage to steal docu¬ 
ments from government and military 
offices and pass them on in order to 
get alluring rewards. Surely, national 
safety and security are far more im¬ 
portant than the people's Right to 
Know. 

3. Admittedly, the question how 
precisely the prq7osed national in¬ 
formation order is to be applied and 
what are the yardsticks for demarcat¬ 
ing safe areas from unsafe ones is a 
ticklish one. We should proceed 
cautiously. There are cases where 
bureaucrats have displayed exces¬ 
sive zeal and played for safety, but it 
is not fair to accuse them of 
deliberately denying "safe" informa- 
ticm to the general public. No one 
likes to be accused of damaging or 
prejudicing the national interests 

, merely to please the critics of the 
Government. 

4. What an independent Press 
should do as a matter of duty is to 
promote social welfare and expose 
the wrong policies and actions of the 
Government. This can be done e^- 
tively even without getting the 
Secrets Act repealed. Moreover, dis¬ 
closures of misguided policies 
adopted three decades ago by people 
who may be dead or gone into 
oblivion would be of little help to 
today's critics. They would be of help 
only to historians, research scholars 
and keepers of historical records. 
They can wait a little longer for com¬ 
pleting their commentaries and other 
works. 

Third Her of Goveniment 

Q. "Like the upper sirate of 
Government; the third stratum—die 
panchayats—is likely to crack up 
owing to basic flaws in the struc¬ 


ture.” Do ydu accept diis view? Give 
arguments For and Agitinst it 

Ans. The Constitution (TSrd 
Amendment) Act, in essence, conferred a 
constitutional status upon village 
panchayats as a third tier of the 
governmental machinery at and below 
the district level. Until now, the country 
has lived with a two-layered govern¬ 
ment—the Union and the States. There 
was hardly any prornsion for a third level, 
though there xoas a distinct Directive in 
the Constitution for establishing self- 
governing village panchayats. Regrettab¬ 
ly, for four decades and more this 
Directive Principle remain unimple¬ 
mented: The omission has now been rec¬ 
tified. The amended Constitution 
requires the States to constitute 
panchayats as institutions cf self-govern¬ 
ment for milages and also for the inter¬ 
mediate and district levels. Each stratum 
of government is supposed to enjoy 
autonomy in respect of the matters ap¬ 
propriate to that level. But the pity is that 
this stratum of government is not being 
given the importance due to it. As a 
result, the social and economic conditions 
in the rural areas ham not improved 
materially, and there seems to be little 
hope of a notable change in the situation 
in the near future. 

Arguments For the View 

1. Politics has crept into the be¬ 
latedly established panchayat sys¬ 
tem. The constitutional framework, 
the day-to-day functioning and even 
the convening of meetings, are dic¬ 
tated by political considerations 
which have begun to dominate the 
set-up right from the start. The result 
is that numerous panchayats have 
virtually become non-fimctional and 
exist only in name. 

2. Another crippling factor is the 
all-too-familiar factionalism, along 
with the usual rivalries, bickerings 
and jealousies, all cumulatively creat¬ 
ing hurdles at almost every stage of 
panchayats' functioning. The Sar- 
panches have not played die role ex¬ 
pected of them. The wire-pulling and; 
pressures of the local M.lj.A.s and 
other influential persons interfere in 


order to promote ffieir pojitical ii^^s 
and to oblige iheir pels. - Where'v ^ 
politics enters tiie ffeld, efficiency ahdv- 
effectiveness be^n to disappear- | 

3. Perhaps the biggest hurdle In < 
the smooth functioning of 
panchayats in most parts of the 
country is the lack of finances. ' 
Without adequate funds the long 
overdue developmeiit and progress ■ i 
cannot be assured. Thoughtfully, 
those who drew up the legal ^ 
framework provided for the estab- v 
lishment of State Finance Com- . 
misions, but there are hardly any ■ 
specific financial allocations. The . 
general complaint is that the 
panchayats do not have an adequate 
resource base of their own. As usual, 
there is considerable reluctance to 
impose taxes and duties or mobilise 
resources in other ways. Every 
proposal in this regard is foiled by 
one influential group or another. 

4. The panchayats need to be ' 
remodelled to make them economi- 
cally viable units. Until the p<^ula>- 
tion coveted by a local body at die 
lower level is adequate to numbers, it 4 
is difficult to raise enough financial 
resources. A committee which ; 
studied the problem fotmd that about ' 
50 per cent of the rural popufiation . 
live in villages with a popuiatiaai 
below 1,000 or so. The committee fidt 
that "ail over India th«e is a need to ; >; 
review village boundaries so tiiat 
there might be good efficient work¬ 
ing village units with live 
panchayats." 

Arguments Against the View 

1. A large number of the 
panchayats under the revised dis¬ 
pensation were formed only a few 
months ago; many in areas where 
there have been no elections for many 
years, generally a decade. Since the 
time has been short, the panchayats 
have not setfled down or made them- , 
selves familter with tiie functions and 
duties titey have to perform. 

2. The General Secretary of the 
AICC stated in May this year that the 

I 
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opposition to the panchayati raj sys¬ 
tem by various political parties and 
the bureaucracy had delayed the in¬ 
troduction of the system on a nation¬ 
wide scale. But it goes to the credit of 
three non-Congress governments, 
those of Mr Jyoti Basu in West Bengal, 
Mr Ramakrishna Hegde in Kar¬ 
nataka and Mr N.T. Rama Rao (NTR) 
in Andhra Pradesh that a kind of 
revival of the panchayati raj started 
taking shape in parts of the country 
in the 1980s. 

3. It has also to be noted that 
Maharashtra and Gujarat, both large¬ 
ly under Congress governments have 
been the standard-bearers of 
panchayati raj in the country. It may 
be recalled that way back in 1985 Mr 
Rajiv Gandhi identified the brokers 
of power who ride on the backs of the 
people; they are the stumbling block 
in realisation of the dream of full- 
fledged panchayati raj as envisaged 
by the Founding Fathers of the 
Republic. When fully implemented 
the system would provide 30 per cent 
seats for women and elections will 
henceforth be held at regular inter¬ 
vals, not deferred for long period. 

Purchase of Legislators 

Q. "The growing menace of 
sale and purchase of legislators in 
the country has reduced the party 
system to a mockery and made non¬ 
sense of parliamentary democracy." 
Give arguments For and Afiainst this 
view. 

Ans. Dispassionate observers of the 
political scene in the country have noted 
with great concern the frequency of the 
switch in party loyalties for certain con¬ 
siderations such as cash rewards and lure 
of ministerships, especially in certain 
States. All this is part of the game of 
political survival blatantly and recklessly 
played by Chief Ministers. This practice 
has lately become more common. When¬ 
ever a ministry is in danger of being 
ousted following the increase of dissi¬ 
dents, tlw emergence of neio groups and 
new parly alliances as a result of con¬ 
spiracies to topple the ruling party, all- 


out efforts are made to win over more 
supporters and thus ensure a majority to 
save the ministry. The amounts of money 
given or offered varies from time to time 
depending upon the gravity of the mini¬ 
sterial crisis and the size cf the party's 
purse. But it is wrong to say that every 
case of floor-crossing in legislatures is 
dictated by monetary or other rewards. 
Some M.L.A.S have defected three or four 
times, enlarging their purses on each 
change of loyalties. 

Arguments For the 'S^ew 

1. Every now and then, there are 
reports of lakhs of money spent by 
the ruling party in the States, and at 
times even by the party in power at 
the Centre, to win over legislators 
and thus garner the requisite 
majority for political survival. The 
opposition parties spend much time 
in toppling drives, sacrificing in the 
process their primary function of dis¬ 
cussing and redressing the problems 
and grievances of the people whom 
they represent. This has indeed be¬ 
come a scandal of disconcerting 
dimensions. A cynic commented 
recently that the "craft of buying 
legislators has turned many 
politicians into merchandise in the 
political bazar". 

2. The far-too-frequent expan¬ 
sion of ministries in the States such as 
those of Bihar and the North-east is 
obviously a sequel to the offer of 
temptations in various forms, cash 
(the amounts increasing from year to 
year), ministership and chairman¬ 
ship of State corporations, in utter 
disregard of the understanding that 
the number of ministers in a State 
should not exceed one-tenth of the 
size of the legislature of that State. 
Obviously, all party and inter-party 
resolutions in this regard are passed 
only for the record; these are flouted 
with a vengeance in order to tide over 
political exigencies. 

3. Every addition to a ministry 
involves extra burden on the State 
exchequer. Already the taxpayer is 
heavily burdened with levies, and 
every State is short of funds for 


development and therefore seeks 
more aid from the Centre. This 
should be avoided. 

Arguments Against the View 

1. The expansion of ministries 
becomes necessary sometimes to 
cope with additional work and to 
complete the cabinets, that is, to fill 
the vacancies purposely left for fu¬ 
ture additions. 

2. It is better to enlasge a minis¬ 
try in order to meet threats to its sur¬ 
vival and thus avert a constitutional 
crisis than to plunge the State into 
confusion and turmoil which 
generally leads to imposition of 
President's rule, followed by another 
election to the legislature. Elections 
are expensive exercises but they have 
a positive aspect since they reflect 
public opinion and help resolve 
deadlocks. 

3. Whenever some party breaks 
up as a result of persistent dissidence 
or change of leadership, its new 
leader has to be appointed to the min¬ 
istry to make it fully representative of 
all groups; otherwise discontent 
would increase and prevent the 
Government from functioning 
smixjthly. 

4. The objection that every ex¬ 
pansion of a ministry causes a heavy 
burden on the taxpayer is only partly 
true. The ministers' salaries are not 
substantial. If the salaries and al¬ 
lowances of the ministers are kept 
within limits, as is done in many 
cases, there is very little additional 
burden on the taxpayer. The money 
that changes hands in a political 
switch-over is black money, not a part 
of the State exchequer. 

5. In a society in which the 
money power, corruption and con¬ 
sumerism have begun to play 
dominant roles, such political trans¬ 
actions are bound to exist. As long as 
the conrept of moral values does not 
change, political defections have to 
be tolerated. We have to learn to live 
with su'ch evils. 
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Notes on Current Affairs 


national affairs 

♦ ANOTHER POLL BATTLE ♦ POLL COMMISSION ENLARGED 

♦ J.D. FACTIONS UNITE * GOVT ACCEPTS MANDAL REPORT 

♦ HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION ♦ IRAN BACKS INDIA'S 
STAND ♦ SCAM AMOUNT EXCEEDS B.OOO CR. ♦ SPURT IN 
VIOLENCE IN N.-EAST ♦ NO CONSENSUS ON AUSTERITY 
PLANS ♦ INDO-U.S. ACCORD LIKELY ON N-FUEL ISSUE ♦ 
GOVT'S NEW SCHEMES FOR WOMEN ♦ INDIA NOW KEY 
DRUG CONDUIT ♦ JUDICIARY ON TOP ♦ QUAKE HAVOC : 
MASSIVE RELIEF DRIVE ♦ DELAY IN INDIA-^CHINA ACCORD 
IMPLEMENTATION ♦ FEWER RESOURCES FOR STATES ♦ 
ANTI-POVERTY DRIVE SLOW-DOWN ♦ 

Another Poll Battle 

T he stage is now set for the next round of elections, 
with the Election Commission having announced the 
schedule for the exercise in four formerly BJP-governed 
States—Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan, U.P., Madhya 
Pradesh, the Union Territory of Delhi and also Mizoram. 
It will be virtually a mini-general election. The principal 
contestants—the Congress, the BJP and the Janata Dal 
have announced their main pott planks. Among the issues 
over which the election will be mainly based, besides 
some local matters, are the Ayodhya episode, the Mandai 
Commission Report and the Union Government's new 
economic policies. 

The BJPs main election plank for U.P., Madhya Pradesh, 
Rajasthan and Himachal Pradesh will be the Ram Temple at 
Ayodhya, besides the Religion Bills. The main Congress 
slogan is stability, security and ability. This party accuses the 
BJP of having neglected developmental issues during its 
rule. The three Janata Dal groups have merged to revive the 
party as it originally was. The J.D. and its Left allies oppose 
the Government's new economic policy, raising the issue of 
communalism besides stressing the need for social justice. 
They claim credit for the Mandai recommendations being 
implemented by the Government. 

While the Congress is confident of winning in Mad¬ 
hya Pradesh and Plimachal Pradesh and giving a tough 
fight to the BJP in Rajasthan, in U.P. the position is 
uncertain following the demolition of the disputed 
structure at Ayodhya in December last year which em¬ 
bittered the minorities who were once the party's 
strong supporters. 

In Delhi the Congress is confident of winning the 
elections. It claims that it has fulfilled the promises it 
made to the people during the 1983 poll. The issue of 
corruption in high places, the securities scam and the 
public sector disinvestment would also figure in the 
poll campaigns. 


Poll Commission Enlatged 

A long overdue reform to prevent atbitrary use of thft . '; 

wide powers conferred on die Chief Election Com- 
missioner by the Constitution was effected titrough Sn 
ordinance on October 1. TWo more Election Commis- V' 
sioners were appointed—^Mr M.S. Gill, IAS and Mr GVG 
Krishnamurthy, former member of the Law Commission. ' 
This move curtails the powers of Mr T.N. Seshan, C.E.C, 
since all the three Election Commissioners will have equal 
powers. The CEC and other Election Conunissioners 
(Conditions of Service) Ordinance amends the 1991 Act. 

In cases of difference of opinion the majority view will 
prevail. 

The new Election Commissioners have beenjplaced at 
par with tiie CEC and Supreme Court judges. "They will 
have the Status of Cabinet Ministers. The Government's 
decision comes in the wake of the frequent controversies 
arising from Mr Seshan's arbitrary orders cancelling or 
postponing elections at wilt and his tendency to assume 
powers which in effect thwarted the electoral process, 
causing a setback to democracy itself. More than once, 
demands were made by several political parties for im¬ 
peachment of Mr Seshan. 

J.D. Factions Unite 

EAUSING that there would be little hope of making 
an impact on the electorate of its various factions 
contest independently, the Janata Dal party leaders 
decided to re-unite and revive the original party as it was 
in 1990, The re-unification of the groups is a signiticant : 
political development on the eve of the imminent State 
elections. The Janata Dal, Janata Dal (Ajit) and Samaiwadi 
Janata Parly decided to merge to restore the "United 
Janata Dal'. This was formally done on Sept 29. The 
merger was the culmination of prolonged talks between 
Mr V.P. Singh, Mr Chandra Shekhar and Mr AjitSingh. As 
a first step, the three leaders decided to have an alliance 
during the elections. Subsequently, it was expected to lead 
to the formation of joint election committees in the four ' 
States going to the polls. 

However, the new office-bearers of the united party 
were not announced, Mr V.P. Singh indicated his disin¬ 
clination to hold any party post Former Prime Minister . . 
Chandra Shekhar, the seniormost person, is likely to head 
the party. The merger move has come as a surprise for the t 
Samajwadi party, ^gnificantly, the announcement of the 
merger came a day after the West Bengal Chief Minister, 

Mr Jyoti Basu, rejected Mr Mulayam Singh's proposal for 
a secular alliance minus Mr V.P. Singh. 
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0?^ ' ft may be recalled that Mr Chandra Shekhar's 
f.';.separatist move caused the exit of the V.R Singh ministry. 
Mr Ajit Singh has influence in Western U.P., Mr Chandra 
Shekhar in the eastern area, and Mr Mulayam Singh 
Yadav in other parts of the State. Together, the party 
leaders can score some success but the infighting and 
rivalries in the Dal persist. 

Govt Accepts Mandal Report 

R eservations in the services have apparently be¬ 
come a political issue and no party can afford to op¬ 
pose the Mandal Commission's recommendations for fear 
of losing the support of the backward classes which form 
a substantial section of the electorate. After considering 
this vital issue for several months, the Narasimha Rao 
Government announced (in September) acceptance with 
immediate effect of the Mandal Commission recommen¬ 
dation for 27 per cent reservation in Central Government 
jobs for Other Backward Classes (OBCs). People belong¬ 
ing to the backward classes identified as "forward castes" 
would not be eligible to get the benefits of the new reser¬ 
vation policy. 

No time-limit has been fixed for continuing with the 
reservation policy for OBCs. Nearly 1,200 castes common 
to both the State list and the Prasad Committee would 
benefit by the decision. 

The Government would review the progress of the 
reservation policy in two years to find out if those who 
constituted the "creamy layer" had also benefited by it. 

The announcement was made following consult¬ 
ations with all political parties in Parliament. Only the 
Janata Dal and the Telugu Desam had suggested that the 
provision for determining the "creamy layer" and its ex¬ 
clusion be suspended for the first 10 years. However, this 
was unacceptable to the Government as the Supreme 
Court order precluded it. 

According to the notification, 27 per cent of the vacan¬ 
cies In civil posts and services under the Central Govern¬ 
ment are to be filled through direct recruitment and 
would be reserved for OBCs. 

The notification said candidates belonging to OBCs 
recruited on the basis of merit in an open competition as 
per the standards prescribed for general candidates shall 
not be adjusted against the reservation quota of 27 per 
cent. The rule of exclusion would not apply to persons 
working as artisans or engaged in hereditary occupations. 

Human Rights Commission 

T o meet the persistent complaints of violations of basic 
human rights in certain parts of the country, the Union 
Government announced, through an ordinance, the for¬ 
mation of a full-fledged Commission on Human Rights, 
along with special f luman Rights courts. The 8-member 
Commission will be headed by a former Chief Justice of 
India. It will have its headquarters in the Capital and with 
the permission of the Central Government, establish of¬ 
fices in other places. 

The other members of the NHRC will be a sitting or a 


retired judge of the Supreme Court, a serving or a tetfM 
chief justice of a High Court, two prominent pemohs 
having knowledge of, or practical experience in, the 
sphere of human rights and the chairpersons of the Na¬ 
tional Commissions for Minorities, Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes and Women. The appointments will be 
made by the President on the recommendations of a slx- 
member committee headed by the Prime Minist^. 

The NHRC will inquire suo moto or tat a petition 
submitted by a victim or any person on his behalf into 
complaints of violation of human rights or abetment 
thereof or negligence In the prevention of such violation 
by a public servant. The commission will have its own 
nucleus of investigating staff besides the powers to seek 
the assistance of central agencies and those in the States 
while inquiring into complaints of human rights viola¬ 
tions relating to life, liberty, equality and dignity of an 
individual as guaranteed by the Constitution or em¬ 
bodied in international covenants and enforceable by the 
courts in this country. The NHRC will review the factors, 
including acts of terrorism, that inhibit exercise of one's 
rights. 

Iran backs India's stand 

I N a bid to promote relations with the Islamic State of 
Iran, Prime Minister Narasimha* Rao paid a ground¬ 
breaking three-day visit to Teheran (Sept 20-22). Apart 
from promoting goodwill and a better understanding of 
each other's policies, the high-level talks led to an ap¬ 
preciation of India's position in respect of Kashmir. Both 
countries, in a refreshing show of .solidarity, condemned 
State-sponsored terrorism and agreed that interference in 
the internal affairs of other countries should not be 
enouraged at any cost Both sides laid stress on negotiated 
settlement of all issues in the interest of peace, stability 
and development in the region. 

The two countries signed two memoranda of under¬ 
standing, identifying new areas of cooperation and ex¬ 
pressed interest in joint ventures. Both agreed that there 
was immense opportunity for Indian participation in 
projects in the Islamic republic which has embarked on an 
economic reform and reconstruction programme under 
the pragmatic leadership of President All Akbar Hashemi 
Ra^njani. 

The Indian Prime Minister apprised the Iranian 
leaders of the continued support to terrorism by Pakistan 
in Jammu and Kashmir. Official sources said Iranian 
leadership's response clearly indicated their unequivocal 
solidarity with India on the Kashmir issue. 

India and Iran urged all States to escheW support to 
terrorism and subversion directed against otiier nations. 
The two imderscored their efforts for the protectimi of. 
human rights and environment and said these issues 
should not provide any pretext for interference in the ’ 
internal affairs of other countries. 

A joint communique emphasised* tite importance of 
peace and tranquility in the Indian Ocean and the Persian 
Gulf and cooperation amcmg the countries of the region. 
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it also striessed the need for calm end stability in Central 
Asia! so t^iat the newly independent countries could con¬ 
centrate on economic reconstruction. Both sides under¬ 
lined the need for general and complete disarmament, 
especially in respect of weapons of mass destruction. 

Scam amount exceeds 8,000 cr 

the full J<»nt Parliamentary Committee has yet 
W ter finalise ite report on foe bank scam, CHI indica¬ 
tions are foat the total amount involved in the transactions 
wasbver Rs 8,000 crore. The CBl states foat foe amount 
covered—^Rs 8,ll6.55 crore—is calculated on the basis of 
41 cases registered by it. Of these, 33 cases pertain to 
irregular transactions in securities, two to disinvestment 
of public sector shares for amassing assets dispropor¬ 
tionate to their known source of income, misappropria¬ 
tion of funds and obtaining illegal gratification. 

While Rs 4,965.94 crore is unreconciled or partially 
reconciled, about Rs 3,150.21 crore is reconciled. Of the 
total Rs 8,116 crore involved, Rs 3,885 crore pertains to 
Harshad Mehta group, in which Rs 2291 crore is unrecon¬ 
ciled and Rs 1,594 crore leconciled. 

The Dalai group's involvement, according to foe CBI, 
is Rs 2059 crore of which Rs 1718 crore stands unrecon¬ 
ciled and Rs 341 crore is reconciled. The CBl has registered 
14 cases against foe Harshad Mehta group and eight 
against foe Dalai group. 

The report notes that its investigations in nine high ' 
priority cases has almost been completed. In its status 
report the Income-tax Department has quantified foe as- 
•sets pf Mr Harshad Mehta at Rs 926..30 crore. This is 
against the claim made by Mr Mehta before the JPC that 
he owned assets woth Rs 1,550 crore as against liabilities 
of Rs 1,450 crore. 

Spurt in Violence in N.-East 

I N recent weeks massacres of innocent people by 
militants, and renewed insurgent activity in the North- , 
Eastern States have been taking place. In fact, intense 
insurgent violence has turned this sub-Himalayan region 
into virtual killing fields where imderground outfits 
wielding modern arms operate with impunity. 

The escalating violent in foe seven States is a sequel 
to attacks by securilymen and counter-attacks, fac¬ 
tionalism among groups following splits, and ethnic 
violence. The educated but largely imemployed youfo in 
foe States suffering imbalanced development and per¬ 
ceived step-mofoeny attitude of foe Centre, provide foe 
gunpowder for the daily battles, according to reports 
whidh suggest a war on unemployment as foe cmlv lasting 
solution, ifie recent massacre of Kutds by Nagas has indi¬ 
cated fmtricidal tension^ md valley insurgency. 

A Kohima report says the clashes lyive as yet not 
incited passions in Nagaland but the Chtef ^iwter, Mr 
^C. Jamir, has confirmed frequent bloody skirmishes be¬ 
tween various underground groups in foe State. 

The Manipur Oiief Minister, Mr R.K. Dorendra Singh, 
has demanded more forces while counter-insurgency ex- 


ports call for a sustaku^ ^gfrtby ^ 

rationalising the develqsmenlarpwici^. ' ' ' . \ f i 

Among a dozen odd aimed outfite, ^ 

foe National Socialist Counc^, of Na^^i^. i 

whelming firepower. Other prominent gmdpa iridtidsW;*^ 
People's Liberation Army, United Libera|ion’ 
Revolufionary People's Front, People's Republii^'An^ 
of Manipur, factions of United LQferationFfopto? 

(ULFA), Bpdo Security Force (BSF), Nationjfd ' 

Front of IVipura (NU^ and the AB-IHpuin Tigs* ji 

Some insurant groups have come to powp; t 

many of foe States after coming overfund. I^t' ^ 
NSCN, the remaining ULFA and PLA confinule 
banned. 

NSCN can trace its roots to foe formation of 
National Council founded by foe' late A.Z. Phizo..'']^:^;; ? 
group split from foe parent body following foe signing of '' 1 
the Shillong accord between NNC and foe Government of;; t 
India. . . 1 


The two-year tribal Kuki-Naga ethnic dash has ^ 
claimed over 200 lives in daily attacks and counte]>alf .v? 
tacks. Meanwhile in Assam foe much-touted surrender of •• < 
3,547 ULFA men brought about by foe Sailda Government } k 
did not have foe desired effect. While majority of the 
banned group came overground, foe 500-strong hardcore V 
elements stiU operate at large. The diehards led by its . 
commander in chief and chairman operate from their base .. 
in Bangladesh. . ~ 

Manipur: Insurgency-tom Manipur is likely to wit- V. 
ness more violence in the near future with all major ex- ,, 
tremist organisations having stepped up foeir activities , s. 
bofo in foe hill and plain areas of the State. While foe two 
valley-based major underground organisations—United ; ^ 
National Liberation Front (UNLF) and People's Libera- f 
tion Army (PLA)—have intensified foeir violent activities 
in foe valley, tiie banned National SojCiaiist Council 11 
Nagaland (Muivah group) is active in foe hiU districts. i 

■ ■ 'i 

No Consensus on Austerity ^ 
Plans 

T he occasional meetings of foe National Develwn^t ; 4 
Council, held in Delhi and attended by Chief ,Mh^.v 
sters and some Governdrs have become mere rituals.' h 
resolutions are mostiy for foe record and are sledom IWf ;f h 
plemented. This was particularly true of the meeting Iteld;;' u 
on September 18 at which foe Planiuftg Commlssii^v' 
Eleputy Chairman, Mr Pranab Mukfreijee, called for j;' 
urgent consensus on austerity measures suggested by-foe ';' 4 
Biju PatnaUc Committee. In somb States foe teal expendirf 
hire on plans had comedown in absolute terms during the; > | 
past four to five years. § 

Prime k^nister Narasimha Rao called upon the States-i-1 
to achieve a bteakforough in resource m(^bitisation;-f. 
through greater tax efforts, better collections, increase in> 
non-tax revenues and realistic pricing of services. ' f 

Mr Mukherjee expressed serious concern over foe,., 
erosion of plan outlays a^d called for consensus on;. j 
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measures recommended by the austerity committee of the 
NDC. 

Mr Mukherjee's consultations with the political par¬ 
ties and trade unions revealed that they were totally op¬ 
posed to the drastic measures such as freezing of DA 
withdrawal of leave travel concessions, bonus, encash¬ 
ment of earned leave and some other facilities as recom¬ 
mended by the Austerity Committee. It was feared that 
such a move would create resentment among the 
employees and would be counter-productive. The 
budgets of most of the 25 States for 1993-94 do not indicate 
an encouraging picture. The overall deficit of the States 
was around Rs 4300 crore. The additional resource 
mobilisation proposed in the budgets of States was only 
about Rs 1200 crore as against a commitment of Rs 6269 
crore, including the contribution of State-level public 
enterprises. 

Exports in the first four months of 1993-94 had shown 
extremely good growth at over 27 per cent, spurring hope 
of achieving the annual targeted growth of 20 per cent. 
Recession on the industrial front is coming to an end after 
several months of "disappointing performance". 

Indo-U.S. accord likely on 
N-fuel issue 

RESUMABLY realising that a tough stand on the issue 
of supplying nuclear fuel for the Tarapur (Bombay) 
nuclear power plant (TAPS) was not advisable in the 
changed circumstances, the U.S. has indicated its willing¬ 
ness to discuss constructive alternatives to resolve the 
issue. This was the outcome of a meeting between officials 
of the two countries held in the third week of September. 

The bone of contention is India's insistence on 
reprocessing the spent fuel from Tarapur into Plutonium 
Oxide (MOX) to fuel the reactor. The US is stated to be 
against the idea, arguing that a clause in the original 
30-year-old Indo-US agreement stipulates that both par¬ 
ties must agree on the disposal of the spent fuel. Besides, 
the processing of spent fuel for MOX creates bomb-grade 
plutonium. India's contention is that after expiry of the 
agreement on October 24 relevant clause would lapse. 

In 1963 the US and India signed an agreement under 
which America supplied low enriched uranium nuclear 
fuel to the TAPS until the Congress enacted a legislation 
in 1978. France, which at the US request, has been supply¬ 
ing fuel since 1983, is unwilling to do so in future. Paris 
had recently signed the Nuclear Non- Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT). Earlier reports showed that the US would insist 
that India subject all its nuclear facilities to full-scale 
safeguards. 

The US is positively inclined to considering alterna¬ 
tives to keep the TAre in operation following India's 
pledge to retain the IAEA safeguards in future and its 
inability to close down the power station. The September 
meeting was a part of the ongoing d ialogue between New 
Delhi and Washington on regional security. 

While appreciating India's security concerns, the US 
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has advised New Delhi against deploying its short-range 
surface-to-surface missile "Prithvi" and Intermediate- 
Range Ballistic Missile (IRBM) "Agni". The talks were 
described in official circles as "constructive and non- 
confrontational". 

Indigenous fuel: The painstaking efforts of India's 
nuclear scientists in the past 10 years to develop an alter¬ 
nate fuel to the imported low enriched uranium have paid 
off. This fuel will enable the two reactors at Tarapur to 
operate without foreign help for at least another decade. 
The indigenous fuel, a mixture of oxides of uranium and 
plutonium, was developed anticipating problems in fur¬ 
ther supply of uranium. The US stopped supply to the 
plant after India's Pokhran Test in 1974. 

Govt's New Schemes for 
Women 

wo notable schemes were announced by (he Union 
Government in 1993 for the welfare and empower¬ 
ment of women—Mahik Samridhi Yojm and the Rashtriya 
Mahik Kosh. The States have been asked to form high-level 
monitoring committees to ensure implementation of the 
schemes. At the meeting held on Sept 27 to discuss the 
various projects for the promotion of women and child 
welfare, the Minister of State fof Women and Child 
Development stated that non-government organisations 
would be closely associated with the schemes. 

The Mahik Samridhi Yojm, launched from October 2, 
envisages that for Rs 300 per year saved by a rural woman, 
the Central Government would contribute 25 per cent.- 
The scheme is to be implemented through a network of 
1.32 lakh post offices in rural areas and is expected to 
cover about six crore women by the end of the Eighth 
Plan. The State governments have been urged to designate 
a nodal department as well as set up monitoring commit¬ 
tees for implementation. 

The other scheme, Rashtriya Mahik Kosh, will provide 
credit facilities to help poor women in the unorganised 
sector to undertake self-employment and employment¬ 
generating activities. State-level funds could also be made 
available on similar lines. 

India now key drug conduit 

A lthough the Government and the people of India 
dislike the traffic in narcotics, the recent spurt in 
seizures of narcotics and psycho-tropic substances and a 
sharp rise in drug abuse in the country show that this 
country is becoming a key conduit for global drug traffic. 
For the drug mafias, India, with its long coastline and vast 
desert and forest terrain is a natural stopover, sandwiched 
as it is between the "Golden Triangle" in the east and the 
"Golden Crescent" in the north-west frontier. 

During the last six months, 330 kgs of heroin es¬ 
timated at Rs 330 crore in the international market, 1,320 
kg of opium, 81 ampoules of morpl^ine, 39^75 kgs of 
cannabis and 6,418 kgs of hashish were seized acco^ing 
to the Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB). Psycho-tropic 
substances, including 5,036 tablets of methaqualone, two 




tonnes of amphetamine tablets, and 15,351 litres of acetic 
anhydride were also netted from drug traffickers during 
the period. 

Consequently, drug abuse has also been on the rise, 
specially in the sensitive border areas in the north-east 
and the west, and other transit points like big cities. Ac¬ 
cording to tlie UN sources, there are about one million 
heroin addicts and four million opium addicts in India. 
There has been a dramatic increase in drug traffic in 
Nagaland and adjacent areas. 

Judiciary on Top 

B y ruling, on October 6, tliat the opinion of the Chief 
Justice of India would have primacy over the views of 
the executive, the Supreme Court affirmed the dominance 
of the judiciary. The verdict finally .settled the occasional 
tussle between the two branches of C^overnment over the 
appointment of judges of various categories. A nine-mem¬ 
ber Bench decided the issue, by a 7-2 majority, while 
giving its verdict on a writ petition seeking its opinion on 
whether the view of the Chief Justice of India in the 
appointment of judges to the apex court and the High 
Courts was binding in nature. The petition had been fil^ 
by Supreme Court advocates. 

On the issue of transfer of Chief Justices and judges of 
the High Courts also the court ruled, by 8-1 majority, that 
the opinion of the Chief Justice of India would have 
primacy over the executive's opinions. 

It may be recalled that ev^ during the period before 
independence and immediately after 1947, the opinions of 
the executive were supposed to be final. But importance 
was given to the views of the judiciary, notably that of the 
Chief Justice of India. The position has now been clarified 
and there need be no conflict or unsavoury controversy 
over the matter in future. 

Under the Constitution it is the President who makes 
the appointments and the transfers are ordered in his 
name. In effect, it was the ministry (the executive) which 
made the appointments and selected the personnel. A 
former Law Minister had claimed that the Government 
had a right to transfer one-third of the judges of each High 
Court. The Chief Justices have throughout maintained the 
supremacy and dignity of the judiciary. They will con¬ 
tinue to do so in the wake of the latest directive. 

Quake Havoc: Massive relief 
drive 

BOUT 35,000 people were killed and thousands of 
others injured in a major earthquake, reported to be 
the heaviest in India during the past 50 years, that struck 
western parK of Maharashtra and the adjoining areas of 
Karnataka on September 30. The earthquake devastated at 
least 52 villages in Latur and Osmanabad districts. Scores 
of villages were literally razed to the ground and the 
residents were crushed under the mass of debris, mostly 
of stones. Numberless houses became tombs for the sleep¬ 
ing villagers in the early hours of the fateful day. 


Massive relief and rehabilitation operations were' 
launched by the Central and State governments. Latge ' 
contributions for assistance in relief work flowed in from 
all parts of the world. Several international teams of ex¬ 
perts and relief workers, besides plane-loads of food, 
clothing and building materials, were ru^ed to the af- . 
fected areas. The armed forces and the police played an . 
important role in helping the numerous victims, mm, 
women and children. 

A pathetic and heart-rending sight was the numerous 
fires lit by the police and the army in countless places tov 
bum the bodies of the victims in heaps to prwent thestink ^ 
and possible diseases resulting from ffie piles upon piles - ;. 
of dead bodies of the quake victims. 

The relief operations were rightly described as tl» 
biggest operation of its kind in recent Indian history. 
Scores of teams worked ceasele.ssly to provide assistance 
to the dazed survivors. The US and the World Bank sent '' 
special teams of experts to assess the extent of the havoc 
and arrange relief wherever possible. One source said 
precise figures of the actual toll of life and the damage to 
property would be available only after three or four 
months when the debris is cleared. 

Delay in India-China Accord 
Implementation 

T lie latest reports show that an early reduction in the 
troops along the India-China border is likely to be 
delayed for several reasons. It is believed that boffi sides 
have different points of view on the issue and it may take 
longer than expected to demarcate a mutually acceptable 
Line of Control (LAC) at the ground level. 

Moreover, experts state that the process is a tedious 
one. Survey and mapping of the area will take time. 

In any case, both countries are aware that intrusions 
such as that in Sumdorong Chu in 1987 are now unlikely. 

The general atmosphere is of peace and cordiality. 

The nature and extent of the army thinning process are • 
clearly specified in Article two of the IndiaChina agreement 
of September 7. The Article states that neither side would 
use, or threaten to use, force against the offier by any means, 
Pendingan ultimatesolution of the boundary question,bodt 
countries have promised to strictly iespect and observe the 
Line of Control between the two sides. 

It is learnt that concrete efforts to implement the 
agreement will be started later this year wnen the Joint I 

Working Group (JWG) meeting is held in New Delhi. A ; 

remature report based on a statement made by ffie Indo- 
ibetan Border (ITBP) spokesman had stated that the FTBP 
would soon take up forward defence positions along the '; 
Sino-Indian border and that the army had already started . 
thinning out its presence along the Line of Control. ? 

There has however been a decline in the air main- 
tenance operations carried out by the Indian Air Force in , 
the north-eastern States facing Tibet, thanks to the low ; 
profile nature of the Sino-Indian border and also on ac¬ 
count of the improvement in the road network in 
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Arunachal Pradesh. 

Fewer resources for States 

L ate in September 1993, the Union Finance Ministry 
made it clear to the 10th Finance Commission that 
there is little scope for additional transfer of resources 
from the Centre to the States. 

According to the ministry's projections, the Central 
fiscal deficit (which is the amount by which government 
. ' mpenditure exceeds its receipts) will reach over Rs 62,000 
crore by 1996-97, the terminal year of the Eighdr Plan, and 
, Rs 89,6^K) crore by 1999-2CM)0. The prelections are based on 
the current rates of taxes which give an indication of the 
additional resource mobilisation the Centre will have to 
.. undertake to achieve macro-economic stabilisation. 

The Centre's revenue deficit (total revenue expendi¬ 
ture minus total revenue receipts) is aKso projected to rise 
from the 1993-94 budget estimate of Rs 17,630 crore to Rs 
32,874 crore by 1996-97, and Rs 48,577 crore by 1999-2000. 
While the projections conveyed to the Finance Commis¬ 
sion the severe strain on Central finances which would 
reach the breaking point if the States' share is further 
increased, the States have been demanding special grants 
from the Centre on one pretext or other. Industrially ad¬ 
vanced States such as Maharashtra have been pressing for 
inclusion of corporation tax in the divisible pool. They are 
also demanding a revision of the present devolution for¬ 
mula of income-tax. 

Maharashtra is sore because its contribution to the 
corporation tax is the highest, yet it gets nothing out of it. 
As for its share of income-tax prexeeds, it is less than 
proportionate, while UP, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and 
Himachal Pradesh get much more than they contribute. 

Some experts believe that the unitary structure of the 
Indian Constitution will come under severe pressure as 
India progresses towards a market economy from the 
controlled regime of the past 45 years. Regional imbalan¬ 
ces will grow as the States are made to fend for themselves 
with shrinking investments in infrastructure by the 
Centre. The Janata Dal Government in Bihar does not 
want to be guided by the Gadgil formula; it has also asked 
the Centre why coal royalty should not be revised when 
petroleum royalty is revised frequently to benefit Gujarat. 

Anti-Poverty drive Slow-down 

T he World Bank has noted with concern a slow-down 
in India's poverty reduction efforts even as it gave 
, l4ew Delhi the lion's share of $ 2.6 billion in its total 
lending of $ 3.4 billion to South Asia in Escai 1993. The 
bank's latest annual report, released on Sept 20, attributes 
this trend, revealed in the latter part of the 1980s, to the 
"global economic slow-down". However, it says that fu¬ 
ture progress on poverty reduction d^ends crucially on 
the success of the ongoing economic reforms because of 
their implications for sustained growth. 

The 252-page document highlights the limited scope 
for poverty reduction through redistribution of wealth 
and lists initiatives under way in India to improve small 


holder productivity and increase rural off farm employ¬ 
ment opportunities. 

These include reform in rural credit institutions, ex¬ 
pansion of the rural credit infrastructure and additional 
attention to problem of rainfed areas. The recent upturn in 
the growth of farm GDP, combined with significantly 
lower rates of inflation, has almost certainly improved the 
welfare levels of the rural poor, it adds. 

After China, which borrowed $ 3.1 billion, India 
emerged as the largest beneficiary of the bank's overall 
fiscal lending programme in 1993 ranging l^tween $ 24 
biUibn to $ 27 billion. This includes the credit of Rs 7.3 
billion advanced by the International Development As¬ 
sociation (IDA), the bank's conc^sionary lending agency. 

The bank report talks of "significant progress" in 
India towards liberalising the trade regime and concedes 
that the country is moving "rapidly" towards closer in¬ 
tegration with the world economy. In addition, India, like 
the governments in the neighbouring countries, has 
helped to develop more hospitable environment for 
private sector development by undertaking "important" 
reforms in de-regulation. 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


♦ YELTSIN QUASHES OPPOSITION ♦ SUCCESS OF W. ASIA 
ACCORD ♦ UN FINAL VERDICT ON SANCTIONS ♦ U.S. PLAN 
FORN.-BAN ♦ BOSNIAN SERBS. MUSLIMS SIGN ACCORD ♦ 
SIHANOUK MONARCH AGAIN ♦ PAK GOES TO THE POLLS ♦ 
CHINAS MAJOR N-TEST ♦ 

Russia 

Yeltsin Quashes Opposition 

A fter nearly two weeks of bitter and even bloody 
conflict between Mr Boris Yeltsin and his opponents, 
mostly the legislators led by his principal rival the Vice- 
President and Speaker of Parliament, the President 
emerged victorious early in October. He was compelled to 
use force, including tanks to smash the rebels who were 
holed up inside the "White House" in Moscow. The upris¬ 
ing had gathered momentum with the common people 
joining the rebel ranks most of whom were strongly op¬ 
posed to his reforms package and his dictatorial policies. 
On October 5 and 6, the Government forces took full 
control of Moscow. Scores of arrests were made. The mas¬ 
sive military action resulted in the deaths of sev^al 
hundred people. Earlier, Mr Yeltsin promulgateda state of 
emergency and imposed draconian press censorship. 

The White Hoi^, headquarters building was seen 
burning even after the protesting deputies had sur¬ 
rendered even while Mr Yeltsin persisted with his 
"ruinous" decisions designed to ensure his stay at the top 
with sweeping powers and frustrating defeat of all his 
opponents. Ithas become djvious' ttiat Mr Yeltsin doeshot 
command wide popularity in Russia. The virtual revolt 
may keep simmering as the monfris past. 

Political Crisis: There was a major political crisis 
following a sudden order issued by Pi^ident Yeltsin on 
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September 22 dissolving Parliament (admittedly conser¬ 
vative and outdated) and ordering elections in December 
to elect a new legislature. The manoeuvre was described 
by observers as "the most dangerous gamble of his 
career". 

The Parliament promptly hit back by initiating im¬ 
peachment proceedings against Ii4r Yeltsin who claimed 
the support of three senior Ministers, those of Defence,, 
Interior Affairs and Security, ttius ensuing the backing of 
the coturitry's defence forces. 

The Supreme Soviet divested Yeltsin of presidentkil 
powers and installed Vice-President Alexander as Acting 
President. Moreover, the Constitution Court, at an emer¬ 
gency session, declared as unconstitutional the order dis¬ 
solving the Parliament. The members of the legislature 
defied Mr Yeltsin. The pro-market economic reforms have 
reached an impasse. Russia and the small republics are in 
a sorry plight, with ethnic strife, economic mess and the 
growing demands for autonomy, bordering on seces¬ 
sionist trends in several regions. Reports also indicate 
increasing crime and corruption. 

The entire Western world, expressing concern over 
the power struggle in Russia, indicated support for Mr 
Yeltsin and favoured his democratisation programme. 

West Asia 

Success of W. Asia Accord 

T he prospects of peace in VYest Asia and successful 
implementation of the Isracl-P.L.O. accord are rated 
high because of the mutual commitment to a clearly 
defined time-frame with deadlines for each phase and the 
changed overall environment. In this respect, the agree¬ 
ment is unprecedented. This feature was missing in all the 
other Israeli proposals in the past. It would now be easier 
to monitor the implementation of the agreement and 
evaluate its progress. 

There are eight explicit deadlines. First, the declara¬ 
tion comes into force "one month after its signing". Two, 
within two months after this date or before 13 December 
this year, both Israel and the PLO would reach an agree¬ 
ment on the withdrawal of Israeli military forces from the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho area. Three, Israel wiU implement 
an accelerated and scheduled witjidrawal of its forces 
from Gaza-Jericho and this would be completed within 
four montlw after signing the agreement to that effect. 
Israel will puU out its troops from Gaza-Jericho before 
April next 

Pour, the Palestinians in the occupied territories 
would elect a Council to administer the territories during 
the transitional period. This election will be held not later 
than nine mcml^ after the coming into force of the "Dec¬ 
laration of Principle", In oth«r words, under agreed super¬ 
vision and international observation the Palestinians will 
have their first democratic election before mid-July next 
year. 

Five, not later than the eve of ttie elections for the 
Council, Israel will redeploy its military forces in the West 


Bank and Gaza Strip. ^ {oUowifig ‘ '■ 

the Council the civil administraticn will ^ 
the Israeli military government will be TWa !■ 

should happen not later fiian July nwt yeetk • ■; . 

Seven, Israel and the PLO will commence |te£manent - 
status negofiations. This will not be kfor .. f 

ning of ^e ttiird year of the interim period wi;$dNL.W|]i.V'v ~ 
decide controversial issues. And eig^L | 

an interim agreement and will cover tite ^ i;' 

flonal period. Tlte permanent status of fiti f 

ritories~-indqpendent Palestinian State s 

with Jordan—'Will be settled by early 5 

deadlines ate (he upper limits, it Is theoretkatty f- 

for theagreement to advance the agreed ' h 

Rabin-Arafat Summit: AnoAer. hi:^>ei^' f 

ment was the Arafat-Rabin summit in Cairo cm OcfQl^;^ . 
The meeting was attended in part by the host, Egypt;-- j 
President Hosni Mubarak. Later, a ministeri^-level com- 1 , 
mittee met to work out steps for implementing the peace, 
accord. 


Israel-Syria Truce Soon: In the new atmosphere 
created by the W. Asian record, Israel and Syria, which have 
so far been ardi enemies, are likely to sign an agreement. The 
Egyptian President, Mr Hosni Mubarak, met the Israeli 
Prime Minister, Mr Yitzhak Rabin, on Srotember 2i). Arab _ 
countries are ready to follow the I^eli-PLO moves toward 
peace. Mr Mubarak expected the Jewish State's arch enemy, 
Syria, to sign a declaration of peace in a matter of mcnttis. He 
would try to accelerate their negotiations. "Every country in 
the area wants peace", he added. 

The Syrian President, Mr Hafez Al-Assad, con¬ 
demned the PLOIsrael autonomy agreement but said the 
prospects for peace had improved. The agreement was a 
"painful surprise for Syria". The pact "leaves everything 
in the hands of Israel", it was ultimately "up to the Pales¬ 
tinian people to decide", and that was why Syria had not 
formally "apprmred nor rejected" the agreement. 

South Africa 

UN final verdict on Sanctions 


A s was widely expected, the UN General Assembly <m 
October 8 decided to lift economic sanctions against 
South Africa and urged all nations of the world to r^al 
the relevant boycott legislation on the generally accefried 
ground, one, that apartheid had. bear endea in Soutti - 
Africa and. second, that the process of teansttion to^; 
democratic set-up was also wdl on ttte ivay. The<f^-:; 
member General Assembly adopted, a consensus rosedu-ii; 
tion on ttie subject without .a vote In view of the wldtaV; 
support to it—^without a negative voice. 


■p; 

c 






A voluntary oil emargo imposed by some countries. 
was also lifted. The decision in this regard will beconte.,-." A 
effective when a mulH-racidl tnmsiUOital council begins:: ; 
operations in South Africa. MeanwMe, an arms embargo, ' '' 
imposed in 1977, will remain in force for the present. 


The African National Congress (ANC) President Dr 
Nelson Mandela, who had discussions with Euxx^pean 
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Community officials in Brussels (Belgium) early in Oc¬ 
tober, responded enthusiastically to the UN move which 
he had suggested in September to help rally South Africa's 
ailing economy. "This is what we asked for", the ANC 
leader said, "We are happy that the world body is going 
to help in the desired process." 

India lifts sanctions: India on September 25 lifted 
the economic and trade sanctions it had imposed against 
South Africa 47 years ago. The US and several other 
countries have done the same. The decision follows the 
African National Congress (ANC) leader. Dr Nelson 
Mandela's announcement at the U.N. General Assembly 
that "irreversible progress" had been made towards a 
non-racial and democratic South Africa. 

According to an External Affairs Ministry spokesman, 
the Commonwealth Secretary-General had also deter¬ 
mined, after consulting the member-States, that the condi¬ 
tions set out at the Ilarare summit of 1991 had been 
fulfilled and that trade and investment sanctions on South 
Africa should now be lifted. A power sharing agreement 
between the ruling National Party and the African Na¬ 
tional Congress (ANC) has been evolved. A transitional 
executive council will now begin work to ensure that the 
April 27,1994, elections are free and fair. President F.W. de 
Klerk used his party's overwhelming majority to push the 
ratification through in the teeth of opposition from the 
white and black right-wing groups. All the same, some 
ticklish matters have yet to be sorted out. Violence in the 
townships derailing the polls cannot be ruled out; the last 
two months have been particularly bloody. At the mo¬ 
ment, the country has a variety of armed forces, owing 
allegiance to different masters. 

A major difficulty is the black Inkatha Freedom 
Party's decision to boycott the new Council. While the 
National Party and the ANC are numerically superior to 
any other group, the prospect of an extremist faction 
wreaking havoc in the form of assassinations and 
sabotage cannot be ruled out. Mr de Klerk's supporters 
fear that his "appeasement" of the ANC will see the Na¬ 
tional Party die out in a post-apartheid S. Africa. Mr 
Mandela's troubles stem from within the ranks of the 
ANC and the feeling that he has conceded too much with 
regard to power sharing. 

U.S.A. 

U.S. Plan for N.-Ban 

,S. President Bill Clinton formally proposed to the 
United Nations, on September 28, a global ban on 
production of fissile material. The pressed goal is 
nuclear non-proliferation. The proposal begins with the 
U.S. and Russia, suggesting international inspection of 
warhead materials from dismantled weapons. 

The U.S. then seeks the cooperation of other nations, 
particularly India, Pakistan, Israel and China, to adopt 
similar measures and thereby strengthen global non¬ 
proliferation goals. The U.S. proposal calls for a ban on the 
production of weapons-grade uranium and plutonium. 


The proposal places specific emphasis on arresting 
nuclear and missile proliferation in Iran and Soutih Asia. 

With the end of the Cold War and the virtual elimina¬ 
tion of a serious security threat from Russia, the U.S. is 
now in the process of drastically reducing its nuclear 
arsenal. Not only are thousands of nuclear-tipped ballistic 
missiles being dismantled, but the U.S. has also ceased 
production of weapons-grade fissile material. 

While India has traditionally supported and even 
promoted nuclear non-proliferation proposals of a truly 
global and non-discriminatory nature, Mr Clinton's 
proposals will be closely exmained for their implication 
on nuclear power generation, \yhich is v(jal for this 
country. 

In 1992 the U.S. conducted six nuclear tests and China 
two tests; early in October 1993, China held another test. 
Beijing is unwilling to stop producing fissile material be¬ 
cause in its eyes the U.S. and Russia favour NPT. These 
powers have huge quantities of such material from the 
nuclear weapons to be destroyed. 

Pak not to roll back N-Plan: Pakistan will not 
foreclose ite nuclear option as long as India retains the 
nuclear weapons capability. Aspokesman of the caretaker 
regime said under no circumstances would Paki.stan 
unilaterally forego or roll back its nuclear programme. 

The statement was issued as a clarification of the 
various versions which had been appearing in the Press 
regarding Pakistan's nuclear programme. Pakistan's 
stand is that its nuclear programme is for peaceful pur¬ 
poses. Pakistan would continue to work for the estab¬ 
lishment of an equitable, non-discriminatory, 
non-proliferation regime in this region. 

Europe 

Bosnian Serbs, Muslims Sign Accord 

B osnian Serbs and Muslims signed a new agreement 
on September 16 for cessation of hostilities that clears 
the way for the possible signing of a peace package for the 
war-tom country. Thirty-five elderly people were mas¬ 
sacred in the central Bosnian village of Briz during fight¬ 
ing between mostly Muslim government forces and the 
Bosnian Croat force which controls the sector. 

The Serb Muslim agreement provides for a possible 
referendum to see whether any of the three States wants . 
to withdraw from the union after the country is divided 
along ethnic lines. The agreement, together with a similar 
Muslim-Croat accord signed earlier by the Bosnian Presi¬ 
dent, Mr Alija Izetbegovic, and the Croatian President, 
would be added to a peace package already negotiated. 
The accord added a provision for a referendum to be held 
on a mutually agreed date in all three States on the ques¬ 
tion whether citizens of any republic agree to remain in 
the union or leave the union, reflecting a serb demand. 
The General Assembly elected eight ofdl.judges for a U.N. 
War Crimes court that will try those accused of atrocities 
in the former Yugoslavia. 
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Bid for Croatia State: A serious effort is in progress 
for establishing a new State of Croatia by bi^rcatii^ 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. The Muslims are demanding part of 
the coast which would amount to a territorial division of 
Croatia. The Croatian President, Mr Franjo Tudjman, has 
so far escaped punishment for the violent partition of 
Bosnia In spite of all the Western outcry over the Bosnian 
war in recent months. But failing a racial policy shift, 
Croatia seems destined soon to join Serbia in intemationai 
isolation. 

Croatia has now fulfilled all the criteria that earned 
Serbia punitive sanctions last year. Croatian regular army 
unit are backing their Bosnian proxies in a bid to carve out 
a Croatian mini-State. Relief officials have accused the 
Croatian Etefence forces of "ethnically cleansing" Mus¬ 
lims from villages and towns. 

Television pictures in recent days of Muslim prisoners 
in Croat detention camps have shocked the international 
community—a year after Serb-held camps outraged the 
west. Mr Tudjman recently reiterated his refusal to hand 
over territory to his Muslim adversaries in defiance of 
appeals and threats from the international community to 
make some concessions to the mainly Muslim-Bosnian 
republic seeking to revive the Geneva peace talks. So far 
Western governments have avoided talking about sanc¬ 
tions against the Croats too openly, partly because of 
wrong opposition from Germany. But with the break¬ 
down in talks the momentum appears to be growing. 
Sanctions could yet provide an easier option than air 
stikes for Britain and others to swallow. 

Far East 

Sihanouk Monarch Again 

C AMBODIA'S parliament voted overwhelmingly on 
Sept. 21 to approve a new constitution which will 
restore the Head of State, Prince Norodom Sihanouk, to 
the throne he vacated in 1955. The vote ushered in a new 
political era after a quarter century of civil war, Khmer 
Rouge genocide, and renewed civil strife. 

September 21 remains for the history of Cambodia, as 
for the Khmer people themselves, a great historical day 
after the adoption by the constituent assembly of the draft 
constitution, said the Assembly President. 

An ailing Prince Sihanouk returned to Phnom Penh 
from Beijing and signed the 139<lBuse national charter. 
The signing formally ended the role of the UN Transition¬ 
al Authority in Cambodia (UNTAC). The peace-keeping 
force, once 22,000 strong, is expected to be withdrawn by 
mid-November. The new constitution ends the interim 

[ )ower-8haring joint presidency of the Royalist party 
eader. Prince Norodom Ranariddh, and Mr Hun Sen, 
ex-premier of a formerly communist government in¬ 
stalled in 1979 by Vietnamese invaders. 

Many Cambodian and UN officials see Prince 
Sihanouk as the. country's sole unifying figure be¬ 
cause of his long years as leader of the country and 
his royal blood, but many also believe that bestowing 
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him wi th rea 1 a u thori ty isa step backwa rd a fter theenor-* 
mous UN-backed effort to build democracy in the 
country. 

Pakistan 

Pak Goes to the Polls 

T he people of Pakistan wwt to die polls on October 6 
for the National Assembly and on Octobor 9 for the 
four provincial Asseihblieat, ha the third time in five years. 
The total electorate mimbere^ 82.3 million and the Na¬ 
tional Assembly seats are 1%7.: 1^ Benazir ^utto won 86 
seats, while Nawaz Sharif got TL 

The elections were held under the overall supervision 
of the Caretaker Government which took all possible 
steps to ensure a free and fair poll so as to determine the 
I true voice of the people and resolve the continuing dead¬ 
lock in the country. 

In order to ensure peaceful, trouble-free polling the 
Government posted about 1400 military personnel at 
various places. So the voting, which was estimated to be 
40 per cent or so, ensured credibility as well as transparen¬ 
cy, without any allegations of boofo capturing or rigging, 
impersonation and violence at polling booths. 

The principle parties contesting the polls were; the 
Pakistan People's Party (PPP) of Mrs Benazir Bhutto, the 
Muslim League of the former Prime Minister Mr Nawaz 
Sharif, the Jamait-e-Islami-led Pakistan Islamic Front (PIF) 
which emerged as the third force, though it claimed that 
it was larger than the Muslim League. 

The election campaigns of the political parties were 
soberly conducted and lacked the vigour associated with 
such exercises in democratic countries. The voters were 
generally believed to be indifferent and somewhat weary 
of such electoral exercises because these were being held 
. too frequently without lasting results. 

By and large, there were no differences of ideology 
and programmes between the main rivals. The clash was 
of personalities and the voters were associated with one 
leader or another on that basis. All through the campaigns 
the stress of the speakers was on the negative aspects—the 
blunders and misdeeds of the rival groups. No specific 
issues were in the forefront. 

Benazir, Sharif apologise: Former Pakistan Prime 
Ministers Nawaz Sharif and Benazir Bhutto on September 
20 tendered unqualified apologies to a Lahore High Court 
Judge who had issued tnem "show cause" notices for 
ccmtempt of court. Ilie Etecfion Commission had been 
asked by the judge to diix^ualify these two leaders from 
seeking election for fiieir reported remarks against his 
summons .asking them to answer charges of illegal dis¬ 
tribution of State lands and funds. In his notice to Mr 
Sharif, Mr Justice Tiwana had observed that the former 
Prime Minister had publicly ridiculed a judgement of the 
court for its remarks r^arding misuse of funds (tneant for 
the poor) by him. 

The court had observed that as the then Premier, Mr 


Nawaz Sharif had ariiitrarily given away Rs 20 crore to 
beneficiaries who included car dealere. Mr Sharif had said 
in public meetings that he regretted that he c<»ild not 
spend Bis 80 crore frcsn foe "baitul maal" funds and ^nt 
only Rs 20 crore. Action against Ms Bhutto }i^d ^n 
initiated for trying to "scandalise the proce^ings of the 
court" in the case of discretionary allotment of plots 
proceedings. 

Regarding Mr 9iarif, Mr Justice Tiwana cfoserved that 
instead of repenting for the squandering of public money, 
he was audaciously justifying foe actions which have 
been found to be arbitrary. This was a clear affoont to the 
judicial proems. 

Meanwhile a Karachi court issu^ a non-bailable ar¬ 
rest warrant against Mir Murtaza Bhutto, elder brother of 
Ms Bhutto, on charges of hijacking a PIA plane and for 
allegedly plotting to kilt VIPs during the martial law 
regime of Gen Zia-ul-Haq. 

New Political weapon: The death of the former army 
chief Gen Asif Nawaz Janjua, about which the police 
registered a criminal case was turned into a political 
weapon. The Pakistan People's Party, carrying on a cam¬ 
paign against the Pakistan Muslim League (Nawaz) used 
it to pin foe latter on this explosive issue. 

China 

China's major N~test 

D efying us appeals, an international moratorium 
and also world opinion, China conducted a major 
underground nuclear test on October 5. The site of the 
explosion was Lop Nor, north of Taklimaken, about 2000 
km from Beijing. It was believed to be of 80 kilo tonnes, six 
times foe size of foe bomb that levelled Hiroshima. 

What is more, China refused to rule outlnore nuclear 
tests. According to reports, China made preparations over 
a year ago to detonate several nuclear devices during 
1993-94. 

Observers are of the view that China has dealt a blow 
to the proposed Test Ban Treaty. The test was an indication 
of the uncompromising real politik approach of the 
Chinese to the issue of nuclear disarmament. 

In 1992 the Chinese carried out two nuclear tests and 
the USA six. Subsequently, the US Government an¬ 
nounced a one-year moratorium on such tests; it was later 
extended by anofoer year. But foe US Congress has sane- ■ 
tioned nine more tests to be conducted by 1996. Of foe i 
nearly 2,000 nuclear tests of various kinds conducted 
since 1945, the US has carried out about half the nuiri- 
ber. 

It may be recalled that in his address to the UN 
General Assembly on September 28 this year. President 
Clinton renewed a call to all countries to abide by foe 
moratorium on such tests. China has suggested a "no first 
use" pledge by the nuclear powers anchalso for linking a 
CTB with a global agreement to prohibit and destroy all 
nuclear weapons in foe world. 
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CURRENT AFFAIRS 


Current General Knowledge 


ab^keviations 

PSLV: Polar Satellite Launch 
Vehicle. 

TDC: Transport Development 
Council. 

AWARDS 

Booker of Bookers award 

ALMAN Rushdie, the Indian- 
born British author, living under 
an Iranian death threat for blas¬ 
phemy against Islam, has won the 
Booker of Bookers award. The award 
has been instituted to mark the 25th 
anniversary of Booker Prize, the most 
prestigious literary prize of Britain. 

Rushdie's novel "Midnights 
Children" was declared the best of 
the books that have won the annual 
Booker prize since 1968. 

UNESCO peace prize, 1993 

NESCO has awarded its annual 
peace prize to Mr Yitzhak Rabin, 
Prime Minister of Israel, Mr Shimon 
Peres, Foreign Minister of Israel and 
Mr Yasser Arafat, Chairman of PLO 
for their efforts to bring peace in the 
Middle East by signing the historic 
Israel-PLO peace pact. 

The peace prize is named after 
Felix Houphouet-Boigny, the Presi¬ 
dent of the Ivory Coast. 

Euiomoney award, 1993 

R Manmohan Singh, Finance 
Minister of India, has been 
honoured with the "Eutomoney 
Finance Minister erf the Year Award, 
1993", for showing "exceptional politi¬ 
cal courage and outstanding economic 
qualities at a crucial time in India's his¬ 
tory, and for successfully Peering the 
country teiwanlsmaricet reforms. 

Right Livelihood iward, 199.3 
HE Right Livelihood foundation 
prize for 1993 has been shared by 
Vandana Shiva of India, Ama Mer* 


Khamis of Israel, the organisation of 
rural associations for progress in 
Zimbabwe and Mary and Carrie 
Dann of die Western ^oshone nation 
in North America. 

The $ 200,000 prize is also known 
as the alternative nobet prize. It was 
founded by Jakob Von Uexkull, a 
Swedish-Cerman stamp collector. 'The 
prize was introduced in 1980toh{Miour 
and support those offering practical 
and examplary answers to the most 
urgent contemporary challenges. 

Shanti Swamp Bhatnagar awards, 
1993 

WELVE scientists have been 
selected for the 1993 Shanti 
Swarup Bhatnagar awards, the 
nation's highest awards in science. 

The Bhatnagar award recipients 
include Dr P. Gadagkar and Dr 

M. R.N. Murthy from the Indian In¬ 
stitute of Science, Bangalore, for 
biological sciences. Dr S.R. Gad re from 
Poona University and Dr T. 
Ramasami from the Central Leather 
Research Institute (Cl.RI), Madras, 
chemical sciences. 

Dr U.C. Mohanty, from the 
Department of Science and Technol¬ 
ogy, New Delhi, ^reart/i, atmosphere, 
ocean and planetary sciences. Mr 
Dipankar Banerjee from the Defence 
Metallurgical Research Laboratory, 
Hyderabad, and Mr S.K. Bhatia from 
the Indian Institute of Technology, 
Bombay, far engineering sciences. 

In mathematics, the award goes 
jointly to Dr Karmeshu from 
Jawaharlal Nehru University and Dr 

N. M. Sin^i, of the Tata Institute of 
Fundamental Research, Bombay. 

Df G.P. Pal, from M.P. Shah Medi¬ 
cal College, Jamnagar, has been 
selected far medicine. Dr Gopal Krish¬ 
na from the National Centre for 
Radio Asbuphysics, Pune, and Dr R. 
Simon, liom the bwtitute of Mathe¬ 


matical Sciences, Madr 9 s,^r pkysia .. 

BOOKS 

LajjafShameJ 

HIS book has been written the 
controversial writer from 
Bangladesh, Ms Taslima Nasreen. It ex¬ 
plores, in detail, the plight of ihe Hindu 
minority in Bangladesh, since 1977. 

Ms Nasreen is facing death 
threats from fundamentalists in 
Bangladesh. The book has been 
banned in Bangladesh. 

EXPEDITIONS 

Central Asia Cultural Expedition 
HE Chinese authorities have 
agreed to permit an Indian team, 
led by the noted adventurer. Major 
H.P.S. Ahluwalia, to pass through 
Xinjiang and Tibet regions as part of 
a planned Central Asia Cultural Ex¬ 
pedition (CAGE). 

The expedition involves a jour¬ 
ney of 10,000 km of which more than 
8000 km will be in Chinese-controlled 
territory. The expedition will start 
from Bukhara and will pass through 
many exotic cities and ancient towns 
such as Samarkand, Tashkent, Osh, 
Kashgar, Hotan, Yarkand, Urumsi, 
Turfan, Lhasa and Kathmandu. It will 
terminate at New Delhi. 

The entire region has been wit¬ 
ness to the rise of the world's greatest 
civilisations and has been the con¬ 
fluence of many culture, religions 
and ethnic groups. It has seen adven¬ 
turers, conquerors, traders, philos¬ 
ophers and poets such as Alexander, 
Marco Polo, Huien Tsang, Fa Hien, 
the Kushans and the Mongols jour¬ 
neying across it, on Bieir missions. 

PLACES 

Killari 

ILLARI, a township of Ausa 
taluka in the Latur district of 
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Maharashtra was the epicentre of the 
earthquake that turned the entire 
area into a massive graveyard on 
September 30,1993. Over 80 per cent 
of its population was buried alive, 

Kiliari town had been experienc¬ 
ing quakes for the last three years. 
However, the government officials 
and geologists had declared the area 
safe. Unfortunately the forecast 
roved to be wrong. Most of the 
ouses were built from huge stones 
and mud. These had been rendered 
weak during the earlier quakes and 
the monsoon. In the September 30 
earthquake these walls crumbled on 
the sleeping inmates. 

Sydney 

YDNEY, Australia's biggest city 
with a population of 3.7 million, 
has been chosen as the city to host the 
summer Olympic games in the year 
2000. The games will be held from 
September 16 to October 1,2000. 

Sydney had earlier hosted the 
world amateur boxing champion¬ 
ships in 1991 and was the main centre 
for the 1993 World Youth Soccer 
Championships. It annually hosts in¬ 
ternational tennis, rugby and cricket 
events. 

Almost 70 per cent of the venues 
are already in place. Still to be built 
are; 80,000-seat main stadium, 
athletes' village, velodrome and 
16,000-seat gynrunastics arena. 

PROJECT 

National database on environment 
CIENTISTS arc preparing a na¬ 
tional database, on the Indian En¬ 
vironment, to help speed up 
decision-making and remedial action 
on pollution and other environmen¬ 
tal issues. 

The ambitious environmental 
database and mapping through 
Geographic Information System 
(GIS) project is being conducted by 
the National Institute of Science Tech¬ 
nology and Development Studies 
(NISTADS), New Delhi. 

A computer centre in NISTADS 
will continuously receive data on air 
and water pollution and other en¬ 
vironment-related parameters from 


several hundreds of monitoring sta¬ 
tions run by the Pollution Control 
Boards. This vast pool of information 
will be integratea with images sent 
by the Indian Remote Sensing Satel¬ 
lite, maps and socio-economic data 
generated from the ground. ■ 

Once ready, the database could 
be used to identify sources of pollu¬ 
tion and determine the impact of a 
specific polluter in a given situation 
to help policy-planners and ad¬ 
ministrators take quick decisions. 

RESEARCH 

Satellites to help combat diseases 
ATELLITE surveillance is coming 
to the aid of scientists in tracking 
and zeroing in on deadly insects that 
spread diseases such as malaria, 
sleeping sickness and yellow fever. 

Landsat images are being used in 
Mexico to identify malaria-prone 
areas with almost 90 per cent ac¬ 
curacy and researchers have already 
launched some pilot projects around 
the world to use satellite imagery to 
track diseases. 

Although the satellite approach 
is still under development, 
epidemiologists are confident that 
space photos would help them 
predict troublespots and get to them 
before a disease breaks out. 

Oxford scientists are using a 
vegetation index, based on satellite 
images, to analyse the distribution of 
tsetse flies in Eastern Africa. These 
flies are carriers of a disease called 
trypanosmiasis which infects and 
kills cattle as well as humans. 

Tsetse flies breed best at certain 
humidity levels. The Oxford team 
used weather satellite data to zero-in 
on areas with the right amount of 
moisture for the flies to breed. The 
team did this by looking for vegeta¬ 
tion that also flourishes at these 
humidity levels. 

The approach was most success¬ 
ful in Uganda where the scientists ob¬ 
tained a co-relation between satellite 
images in one month and human dis¬ 
ease cases in dte same or following 
month. 

Another way is to analyse chang¬ 
ing patterns of agriculture land use. 





For example, rice fields are a major 
breeding ground for malaria-causing 
mosquitoes. Scientists at the Univer¬ 
sity of California discovered they 
could pick major mosquito-produc¬ 
ing fields two months in advance by. 
analysing a single landsat photo. 

In Mexico, a joint team from the 
National Aeronautics and Space Ad¬ 
ministration (NASA) and Mexican 
Ministry of Health found that they 
could use landsat photos to pick out 
malaria-prone villages merely by 
analysing the amount of pastureland 
nearby. Flooded pastures are prime 
mosquito-breeding sites. 

SPACE RESEARCH 

PSLV fails to put satellite into 
orbit 

T he first developmental flight of 
the Polar Satellite l.aunch Vehicle 
(PSLV) from Sriharikota, on Septem¬ 
ber 20, 1993, failed to put the IRS-IE 
satellite into orbit, but achieved "par¬ 
tial success" by establishing India's 
capabilities in liquid propulsion. 

This was the first time that Indian 
scientists tried out with liquid fuel. 
The first two stages, especially the 
liquid stage, went off smoothly. Due 
to an anomaly during the third stage 
propulsion, the Indian Remote Sens¬ 
ing Satellite, IRS-IE, could not be put 
into the specified orbit. 

Although the launch failed, it 
proved the success of some complex 
technologies. The first stage of the 
rocket used a solid motor, the largest 
in the world, with a home-made 
propellant HTPB (Hydroxy Ter¬ 
minated Poly Butadiene) witii am¬ 
monium perchlorate as the oxidiser. 
This stage performed very well. 

The previous version, ASLV, 
used PBAN, a solid fuel imported 
from the USA and which cannot be 
imported now due to the restrictions 
imposed by the Missile Technology 
Control Regime. 

The casing of the solid motor was 
made from a specially designed, 
high-strength, low-weignt maraging 
steel which can be used to make 
Inter-continental ballistic missile. 
The casing was also developed in¬ 
digenously. 
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The six strap>on boosters, which 
used solid propellants, were also 
tried and proved their worth. 

The fourth stage liouid engines 
used indigerrausly developed liquid 
propellant—Monomethyl Hydrazine 
(MMH-3)—as fuel. They were to 
operate for about 405 seconds. This 
would have increased the speed of 
the Kxket to approximately 7.4 km 
per second or nearly 27,000 km per 
hour and boost foe payload (IRS-m) 
into a 900 km orbit. It was here that 
some problems arose and the engines 
failed to provide the right thrust to 
put the satellite in the desired orbit. 

The 44-metre high (almost 15 
storeys)/ 275 tonne, four-stage PSLV 
took almost 15 years in the nuking. 
The liquid propulsion engine, Vikas, 
was developed by foe Indian scien¬ 
tists after an initial collaboration with 
France. But France backed out and 
India had to develop the engine on its 
own. This resulted in the delay of the 
final launch. The design is adapted 
from the French Viking engine. 

Experts question rocket design: 
The failure of the PSLV laun<3h has 
cast a shadow on India's civilian 
rocket programme and experts say 
the time has come for a thorough 
technical review of ISRO's rocket 
designs. 

In 14 years since 1979, ISRO has 
launched just eight rockets of which 
only two were a total success. Five 
rockets fell into the sea, and the 
payload of the sixth burned up in the 
atmosphere rather too soon. 

The SLV-3, touted as ISRO's 
workhorse, had flown successfully 
only twice. "Two other flights of SLV-3 
crashed into the sea. 

ISRO's second generation 
‘ launcher ASLV, also fell into the sea 
' twice. Its third flight, which ISRO 
' described as a success, injected satel¬ 
lite too close to earth so that it burned 
out in 15 days. 

Experts feel that one reason for 
' ISRO's high rate of launch failures 
could be foie large number of stages 
used in the rocket design. The SLV-3 
has four stages, foe ASLV has five 
I stages, and foe PSLV also has four 
stages. 


In contrast, Europe's Ariane has 
only three stages. The American, 
Russian, Chinese and Japanese 
launchers have three stages. In fact 
Japan's N-2 rocket has just two 
stages. 

The experts also note that ISRO's 
rockets are not adequately tested on 
ground before the final flight. For in¬ 
stance, the ASLV was never tested on 
round with its two strap-on 
oosters. PSLV's stages were tested 
only twice on the ground before its 
actual flight. 

The Arianespace in Europe 
tested its Viking engine on ground 
169 times, before starting commercial 
launches in 1979. 

Astronauts release and then pluck 
satellite from space 

S Space shuttle Discovery's 
astronauts captured an 
ultraviolet telescope on September 
20,1993 that had spent nearly a week 
orbiting free of the shuttle. 

Commander Frank Culbertson Jr 
eased Discovery to within 10 meters 
of the telescope and its reusable plat¬ 
form and crewman Daniel Bursch 
grabbed foe 3.5 tonne satellite with 
the shuttle robot arm. 

The roughly $ 80 million tele¬ 
scope project, paid for largely by 
Germany's space agency, was 
designed to focus on stars in their 
genesis and others that are dying out. 
Astronomers are delighted with the 
amount of stellar data collected by 
foe telescope. 

SUMMIT 

Population summit 

four-day world scientific sum¬ 
mit on population will begin in 
New Delhi on Oct 24,1993. The con¬ 
ference is sponsored by 16 academies 
drawn from all the continents and 
ffom both the developing and the in¬ 
dustrialised world. 

The major aim of the summit is to 
produce a commonly agreed state¬ 
ment, signed by the reprraentatives 
of the scientific academies 
worldwide, expressing their concern 
about population growth and its 
inter-related issui». It is hoped that 


foe statement will provide scientific 
input to the 1994 international con¬ 
ference on "Pdpulation and 
Development", to be held in Cairo. It 
would also help increase public 
awaren^ of foese issues and stimu¬ 
late research and educatient. 

MISCELLANY 

Biggest institute for youth 
development 

I NDIA will shortly have one of the 
biggest institutes for youth 
development in Asia. It would give a 
coordinated thrust to various youfor 
related activities. It would be called 
the Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of 
Youth and Development and would 
be located at Sriperiunbudur, Tamil 
Nadu. 

The Institute will be an 
autonomous body set up by the 
Department of Youth Affairs and 
Sports. It will have four faculty 
divisions—training and orientation, 
documentation, research and evalua¬ 
tion and extension services. 

Worst-ranked earthquakes 

T he earthquake in the Marath- 
wada region of Maharashtra foat 
has left more than 35,000 dead on 
tember 30,1993 ranks as foe worst in 
the country since independence and 
among the 10 most destructive to strike 
foe world in the past 100 years. The 
details of the major earthquakes are: 

1. Tangshan, China, July 27,1976, 
(7.6 on richter) 700,000 dead; 2. 
karsu, China, Dec 16, 1920, (8.5 on 
richter) 180,000 dead; 3. Kwanto, 
Japan, Sept 1, 1923, (8.3 on richter) 
143,000 dead; 4. Messina, Italy, Dec. 
28,1908, (7.5 on richter) 120,000 dead; 
5. Kansu, China, Dec. 26,1932, (7.6 on 
richter) 70,000 dead; 6. Peru, May 31, 
1970, (7.8 on richter) 66,000 dead; 7. 
Quetta, India May 31, 1935, (7.5 on 
richter) 60,000 dead; 8. Armenia, 
Erstwhile USSR, Dec 7,1988, (7.3 on 
richter) 45,000 dead; 9. Chilian, Chile, 
Jan 24, 1939, (7.75 on richter) 30,000 
dead; 10. Latur, India, Sept 30, 1993, 
(6.3 on richter) more than 35,000 
dead. 
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The Examiner’s Guess Questions 


Q. According to a UNESCO 
report, which reviewed the state of 
primary education based on 1990 
data, which country has the distinc¬ 
tion of having the largest number of 
illiterates in tne world? 

Ans. India. As of 1990 the total 
number of illiterates in India was 281 
million or 30 per cent of the world's 
illiterates. 

Q. What was India's total long¬ 
term debt, including lease transac¬ 
tions and rupee-rouble credits, at the 
end of March 1993? 

Ans. $ 85 billion (Rs 2,66,167 
crore). The total long-term debt in 
March 1990 was $ 56 billion. 

Q. What are the highlights of the 
Annual Report for 1992-93 of the 
Reiservc Bank of India. 

Ans. Industrial sector growth is 
expected around 4.5%. 

—Net RBI credit to Centre is put 
at Rs 16,245 crore. 

—Total exports in 1992-93 
reached $ 18.7 billion against $ 
18.2 billion in the previous 
year. Imports were 22.8 billion 
against $ 20.3 billion in the pre¬ 
vious year. 

—GDP growth in 1993-94 is ex¬ 
pected to be around 5 per cent 
compared to 4.2 per cent in 
1992-93. 

Q. Which political parly of India 
had undertaken Janadesh Yatras. 
What was the purpose of these 
Yatras? 

Ans. Bharatiya Janata Party. The 
purpose was to mobilise public 
opinion against the government's 
Bills to delink religion from politics. 

Q. Which Indian company is 
sponsoring the six-nation world 
series Cricket tournament to be held 
in India as part of the Diamond 
Jubilee Celebrations of the Cricket 
Association of Bengal? 

Ans. Hero Honda. 

Q. Which country played a very 
important role in finalisation of the 
historic accord between the PLO and 


Israel, by providing and arranging 
for secret meetings between PLO 
and Israel? 

Ans. Norway. 

Q. Name the six Commonwealth 
of Independent States (CIS) 
countries which have established an 
economic and currency union? 

Ans. Russia, Armenia, Belorus, 
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Tajikis¬ 
tan. Russian rouble will be the com¬ 
mon currency. 

Q. What is the current minimum 
lending rate of Financial Institu¬ 
tions? 

Ans. 15.5 per cent. 

Q. Where will be the next G-15 
summit held from December 13 to 
15,1993? 

Ans New Delhi. 

Q. Name the firm which has 
been awarded the $25 million 
Kandla-Bhatinda Oil Pipeline 
Project? 

Ans. Tupacero of Mexico. 

Q. With which country has India 
signed a forestry pact for the promo¬ 
tion of international understanding 
and progress in the conservation, 
management and sustainable 
development of forests? 

Ans. Britain. 

Q. What were India's total 
foreign exchange earnings from 
tourism in 1992-93? 

Ans. Rs 3,990 crore as compared 
to Rs 3,319 crore during 1991-92. 

Q. Which Indian company has 
associated with Coca-Cola for the 
production of the reputed soft drink 
in India? 

Ans. Parle Exports. 

Q. Name the three Central Asian 
Republics with which India has 
recently signed civil aviation con¬ 
tracts. 

Ans. Kirghyzstan, Kazakhstan 
and Turkmenistan. 

Q. Name India's only biological 
park to be located inside a forest. At 
which place is it situated? 


Ans. Nandankanan. It is situated 
at the outskirts of Bhubaneswar in 
Orissa. 

Q. Name the Chairman of the 
Committee on Industrial Sickness 
and Corporate Restructuring? 

Ans. Dr Omkar Goswami. 

Q. What is the name of the Par¬ 
liament of Israel? * 

Ans. Knesset. 

Q. Which company has bagged 
the domestic logo rights for Iridian 
Cricketers for the next three years? 

Ans. ITC Limited. All Indian' 
Cricketers will sport the wills logo, 
on their uniform, for matches played 
on Indian soil till March 1996. 

Q. Who is eligible to head the 
five-member National Human 
Rights Commission? 

Ans. Any'retired Chief Justice of 
India. 

Q. Which day is observed as 
World Aged Day? 

Ans. October 1. 

Q. What target has been fixed for 
the foodgrain production in rabi for 
1993-94? 

Ans. 82.5 million tonnes. 

Q. Who is the author of the novel 
"A Suitable Boy"? 

Ans. Vikram Seth. 

Q. Which day is observed as 
World Tourism Day? 

Ans. September 27. 

Q. Which town has been selected 
as the first 'Eco-Town' of India? 

Ans. Panipat in Haryana. Under 
the project, Panipat would be 
developed as a modem city. 

Q. Which d^ was celebrated as 
World Animals Day? 

Ans. October 3. 

Q. What was operation 
Sahayata? 

Ans. 'This operation was the big¬ 
gest ever rescue arid relief task to be 
undertaken by the army, since inde¬ 
pendence. It was undertaken in the 
earthquake-hit amas of Killan' and 
Umarga, in the Marathwada districts 
of Maharashtra. 
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SPORTS 


GAMES 

Sydaey to ho$t 2000 Olympics 

YDNEY has been selected to host 
the 2000 Summer Olympic 
Games. It was in 1956 that Olympics 
were last hdkl in Australia. 


ChaiSia Ciq> (lyomen's Team 
Tide): Punjab. 

Natang Cup (Boys Team Title): 
Delhi. 

Shafi Qureshi Cup (Gill's Team 
Title): Punjab. 



In 1956 the Olympics were held 
in Melbourne. 

ATHLETICS 

Singapore open track and field 
championships 

I NDIA dominated the champion¬ 
ships winning twelve golds. All 
the sixteen Indian athletes won at 
least a medal each. 

Japan topped the table with a 
tally of 28 medals—11 gold, 9 silver 
and 8 bronze. They were followed 
by Thailand (5 gold, 6 silv^ and 
7 bronze) and India (12 gold, 3 
silver and one bronze). 

BADMINTON 

Wilts World Cup Badminton 
Championship 

I NDONESIA claimed both the 
singles titles in the championship 
held in New Delhi. Final results 
were; 

Men's singles: Allan Budi 
Kusuma (Indonesia) 

Women's singles: $usi Susanti 
(Indonesia) 

Men's doubles; Ricky Subagja 
and Rexy Moinaky (Indonesia) 

Women's doubles: Lim Xiaoq- 
ing (China) and Christine Magnus- 
son (Sweden) 

Mixed doubles: Peter Axelsson 
(Sweden) and Gillian Gowers 
(England). 

National Team Championship 
Rdiintlopla Cup (Men's Team 
Tide): Delhi 


BOXING 

World Boxing Council 
heavyweight title 

L ennox Lewis stopped Frank 
Bruno in the seventh round to 
win the title. 


CRICKET 

Sri Lanka-South Africa Test 
series 

S OUTH Africa won the three-Test 
series 1-0 after the toird Test 
was abandoned as a draw due to 
rain. South Africa had earlier won 
the second Test by an innings and 
208 runs. This was South Africa's 
first overseas Test win since return¬ 
ing to the international fold two 
years ago. The Brst Test had ended 
in a draw. 


Irani Trophy 

R est of India team defeated 
Ranji Trophy champions, Pun¬ 
jab, by 181 runs to win the Irani 
Trophy. 


Bindra is new Board President 


M r LS. Bindra and Mr Jag- 
mohan Dalmiya'have been 
elected President and Secretary, 
respectively, of the Board of 
Control for Cricket in India 
(BCCI). 


FOOTBALL 

All-India Lai Bahadur Shastri 
tournament: 


L udhiana policy defeated 
Shastri Qub 2-1 to win die tour¬ 
nament. 





KwaHiy Cup jKWett 
league dtle 

S OUl^ 'hidia Ihe htle: 

feff flie ^t dh». They defeated 
%inda ^^ng& in ^ 

HOCKEY 

Four-narion tournament 






A ustralia beat Olympic cham¬ 
pions Germany, 3-2, to win the 
tournament which was played at 
Hamburg. 


TENNIS 

US dfuto championship 

P ETE Sampras celebrated his ^ 
return to World No. 1 by win¬ 
ning the men's singles title. He 
defeated Cedric Pioline of Prance ' 
in the final. Pete Sampras thus be- ' 
came the first player since Boris , 
Becker in 1989, to win the Wimbelr , 
don and the US open in the same 
year and the .first Am^ican since.; 
John McEnroe in 1984, to ac- ' 
compti^ the feat 

Steffi Graf beat Manuela 
Maleeva-Pragnieve to win the 
women's singles title- 


Davis Cup Semifinals 


India versus Australia 


A USTRAUA defeated India 5-0 
in the Davis Cup semi-final 
held at Chandigarii. It was a com¬ 
prehensive defeat India and their- 
fourth wiute-wash since the debacle 
at Pertti in 197^. 


Sweden versus Gerinaay 


Cup. 


iRRMANY defeated Sweden 5-0 
fto readi the nnats of the Davis 
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WHO'S WHO 


Appointments Etc 


Appointed; Elected Etc 

Prince Norodom Sihanouk: He has been 
appointed King of Cambodia. 

Ahmed Hussein Khudayyir: He is the 
new Prime Minister of Iraq. 

M.S. Gill: He has been appointed as the 
Election Commissioner of India, under an 
ordinance promulgated by the President of 
India, which makes the Election 
Commission a multi-member body. 

G.V.G. Krishnamurthy: He has also been 
appointed as the Election Commissioner of 
Inma. 

J.S. Duggal: He has been appointed as 
the Advisor to the Chandigarh 
Administrator. 

Dr (Ms) Carmenza jaramilh: She is the 
new Ambassador of Colombia to India. 

Ranjit Sethi: He has been appointed as 
India's Ambassador to France. 

Rajanikanta Verma: He has been 


appointed as India's Ambassador to 
Bahrain. 

B.M.C. Nair: He is India's new High 
Commissioner to Singapore. 

S.H. Khan: He has been appointed 
Chairman of the Industrial Development 
BankoflndUdDBI). 

Justice Ranmtalh Miskra (retd): Former 
Chief Justice of India, he has been appointed 
Chairperson of the recently constituted 
National Human Rights Commission. 
Distinguished Visitors 

Ms Mary Robinson; President of Ireland. 

F.f.T. Chiluba: President of Zambia. 
Died 

Asit Sen: Noted comedian and charac¬ 
ter actor of Indian film industry. He was 76. 

Abhi Bhattacharfee: Veteran film actor. 
He was 72. 

N.D. Sherpa: One of India's finest 
mountaineers. 


EVENTS 


SEPTEMBER 

10— At least 150 Somalis are killed in a UN 
attack on the faction of the rebel war¬ 
lord, Mohamed Farah Aidid. 

11— Two powerful bombs explode outside 
the Indian Youth Congress (I) office in 
New Delhi. 8 people are killed. The 
Youth Congress (1) President, Mr 
Maninderjit Singh Bitta has a provi¬ 
dential escape. 

13—Israel and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) sign an historic 
agreement on limited Palestinian 
autonomy in the occupied territories. 

IS—-Naga militants massacre 90 Kukis in 
Manipur. 

—Transporters all over India begin an 
indefinite strike in protest against the 
increase in composite fee on national 
permits. 

—Cambodia's elected assembly turns 
the county into a kingdom. Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk is restored to the 
throne he vacated in 1955. 

20—Poland's former communists win 
polls. 

—Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao 
arrives in Iran on a three-day official 
visit. 


21— President Boris Yeltsin of Russia sus¬ 
pends the parliament and calls for 
elections to the new legislature. 

22— Confusion reigns in Moscow as the 
Russian Parliament rejects the decree 
by President Yeltsin to dissolve the 
Parliament. The Parliament 'appoints' 
Vice-President Alexander Rutskoi as 
the President of Russia. 

23— Over 250 people are killed in the dvil 
war in Georgia. 

25—India lifts trade curbs against South 
Africa. 

27— Abkhaz separatist forces take control 
of Sukhumi in Georgia. President 
Eduard i,Shevardnadze is forced to 
flee. 

28— The 14-day old strike by Truck 
Operators is called-off. 

29— President of India promulgates an 
Ordinance to provide for the forma¬ 
tion of the National Human Rights 
Commission. 

—SJP, Ajit Group merge into Janata Dal. 

—About 100 persons are killed as the Sri 
Lanka army launches the hugest ever 
offensive against Tamil militants. 

30— Over 30,000 people are killed as earth¬ 


quake rocks Latur district of 
Maharashtra. 

OCTOBER 

1—The President of India promidgates an 
ordinance making the Election 
Commission a multi-member body. 

3— Emergency is clamped in Moscow. 

4— Russian hardliners surrender to forces 

loyal to President Yeltsin. 

5— The Central Bureau pf Investigation 

files charge-sheet against 40 persons, 
including BJP president, Mr L.K. 
Advani, accusing them of destroying 
the disputed structure at Ayodhya in 
December, 1992. 

—Pakistan goes to polls to elect the 213 
representatives to its 10th National 
Assembly. 

8—UN lifts economic sanctions against 
South Africa. 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


Quantitative Aptitude 


1. The value of 


+ (t^ - a^f ^ 

(fl - bf + (b- cf + (c - af 
L -\3 /« J. -\3 


(a) (a + b)® + (b + cf + (c + a)^ 

(b) (a + b) + (b + cj + (c + a) 

(c) (a+b)*(b + cr(c + a)^ 

(d) (a + b) (b + c) (c + a) 

2. If X * V 2 + w 5 . , then 

(«) x=»-l (&) x = 2 (c) -l<x<2 

M) x»3 

3. Which is the largest no. in the following: 


(d) 5040 

12. At what angle the hands of a clock are inclined when 
the time is 5.20? 


(fl) 35* 


(b) 25* 


(c) 27- 


(d) 40* 


(fl) 3^ (b) |(3TI (c) (d) 3222 

4. If5|xb| = 19,then 

(0 3 = 2 b = 5 («) a = 7 b = 3 

(hi) a =^3 b = 5 (in) a = 5 b = 2 

5. If 2^ = 256 then the value of x is: 

(fl) 4 (5) 3 (c) 5 (d) 6 

6. Meera's father was three times as old as Meera was 
5 years ago. After 5 years, he will be twice as old as Meera. 
How old is Meera today? 

(a) 35 years (b)- 15 years (c) 20 years 

(d) 10 years (e) None of these 

7. When the price of a cycle was reduced by 20%, the 
number of cycles sold increased by 20%. What was the effect 
of the sate on the shop? 

(fl) 4% decrease (b) 4% increase 

(c) 10% increase (d) 10%decrea.se 

(e) None of these 

8. The maximum value of 5 + 20x - 4x^, when x is real 
is: 

(fl) 25 (b) 30 (c) 5 (d) 2 

(e) 24 

9. ll(tt + ?-375 = 2000 

(fl) 1273 (b) 898 (c) 523 (d) 1173 

(e) None of these 

10. A reduction of 20% in the price of wheat enables a 
man to buy 25 kg of wheqf more for Ks 40. Find the price of 
wheat per quintal after reduction. 

(fl) Rs40 (b) Rs32 (c) Rs35 (d) Rs30 

11. The population of a town increases at a certain rate 
per cent per anmun. At present it is 3500. In five years, it will 
be 4200. After 10 years tom now it will be: 

(fl) 5000 (b) 4500 (c) 4005 


13. A offers Rs 2000 for a house and B offers Rs 2222 to 
be paid in two years. Which is better and by how much, 
money being reckoned at 5% simple interest? 

(fl) The first offer is better by Rs 20 

(b) The second offer is better by Rs 25 

(c) The second offer is better by Rs 20 

(d) The first offer is better by Rs 30 

14. The true discount on a bill due 8 months hence at 6 
p.a. is Rs 40. The amount of the bill is: 

(a) Rs900 (b) RslOOO 

(c) Rs800 (d) Rsl040 

15. An army is standing in the form of a solid square. If 
there be 53824 men in all, the no. of men in front is: 

(fl) 224 (b) 242 (c) 232 (d) 248 

16. The smallest no. which when added to the no. 2286 
makes it a perfect square is: 

(fl) 18 (b) 16 (c) 22 (d) 20 

17. The area of a square field is 242 sq dam. The exact 
time taken by a man to cross the field diagonally at the rate of 
88 Hm.p.h. is: 

(fl) 2 minutes (b) 2 ^minutes 


(fl) 2 minutes 
1 

(c) 1 - minutes 


(d) 3 minutes 


18. A worker was employed on daily wages for a certain 
no. of days for Rs 495.60 (total wages). On being absent for 
some days, he was paid Rs 389.40. His daily wages was: 

(a) Rs 35.40 (b) Rs 34.00 (cj Rs 36.50 

(d) Rs 34.60 

19. The G.C.M. of two nos. is 13 and their product is 
4732. The no. of pairs of such nos. is: 

(fl) 4 (b) 2 (c) 3 (d) 5 

20. A trader has three kinds of sugar, of the first kind 117 
kg, of the second kind 130 kg and of the third type 143 kg. The 
least no. of full casks of equal si7e in which this can be stored 
without mixing is: 

(fl) 35 (b) 40 (c) 30 (d) 25 

21. A labourer was engaged for 25 days on the condition 
that for every day, he works he will be paid Rs 2 and for 
everyday, he is absent, he will be fined 50 p. If he receives only 
Rs 35.00, the no. of days he was absent is: 
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(a) 5 (b) 6 (c) 3 (i) 4 

22. The breadth of a roocn 16 m long if it costs Rs 48 to 
cover it with tiles each 5 dm square at 6 p each is; 

(<i) 13 m (b) 12.5 m (c) 15 m 

(d) None of these 

23. The perimeter of a rectangular field is 1.6 km. The 
greatest possible area it may contain is: 

(a) 14 hectares (h) 20 hectares 

(c) 16 hectares (d) 15 hectares 

24. If 14000 copies of The Hindustan Times be issued 
daily, each copy consisting of 4 sheets and each shet^t measur¬ 
ing 75 cm X 50 cm, the no. of hectares one edition will cover 
is; 

(a) 1.6 hectares (b) 1.8 hectares 

(c) 2.1 hectares (d) 1.4 hectares 

25. If 2^* ^ 2 ^ then x = ? 

(fl) 9 (b) 12 (c) 14 (d) 10 

26. The value of 

5■6x5.6x5.6^ 3.2x 3.2x32 H.2xl.2x12-3x5.6x3.2xl.2 . 

5.6 X 5 6 4 3 2 X '3.2 + 1.2 X 1.2 - .t.S X 3.2 - 3.2 X 1.2 - 1,2 X 5.6 ‘ ‘ 

(a) 10 (b) 12 

(c) 14.2 (d) 12.5 

27. Ram buys a Radio at 20% discount of its value and 
sells it for 20% more than its value. What will be his profit? 

(fl) 50'’/o (b) 40% 

(c) 20 % (d) 66 “% 

28. The smallest whole no. which is exactly divisible by 

o 1 -il a 1 -.. 

^ 2 ' ^ 3 » 2 4 ,3 2 » 4 g is. 

(fl) 48 (t) 96 

(c) 192 (d) 252 

3 

29. An open box made of wtxxi - cm thick measured on 

1 3 

outside 46^ cm tong, 30 cm wide and 15 - cm high. The 

weight of the sugar that can be placed in it if 1000 cu. cm of 
sugar weighs 8 kgm is: 

(rt) 150 kg (b) 160 kg (c) 153.9 kg 

(d) 145 kg 

30. The height of a conical tent is 2 - m and it is so to 

enclose 200 sq m of ground. Find ht)w much canvas will be 
needed. 

(a) 210sqm (b) 209.5sqm 

(c) 215 sq m (d) 212.5 sq m 

31. A tradesman allows a discount of 5% for cash pay¬ 
ment. How much per cent above the C.P. must he mark his 
goods to make a profit of 14%? 

(a) 25% (b) 30% (c) 20% (d) 24% 

32. A cistern has a leak which would empty it in 8 hours. 
A tap is turned on which admits 6 litres a minute into the 
cistern. It is now emptied in 12 hours. How many litres does 
the cistern hold? 

(a) 8460 litres (h) 9000 litres 


(c) 8640litres (d) 9200litres^ 

33. A, B and C can do a piece of work in 24, 30 and 40 
days resp. They b^an the work together but C left four days 
before the completion of the work. In how many days was the 
work done? 

(a) 11 days (b) 14 days 

(c) 12 days (d) None of these 

34. The income of a man increases by Rs 3000 but the 
rate of income tax decreases from 10% to 7%. He pays the 
same amount as before. His income is: 

(a) Rs9000 (b) RsSOOO 

(c) Rs 10000 (d) Rs7000 

35. The average temp of Sunday, Monday and Tuesday 
was 96°. The average temp of Monday, Tuesday and Wednes¬ 
day was 99°. If the temp of Wedneilay was 103°, find the 
temp of Sunday. 

■ (a) 90° (b) 95° 

(c) 94° (d) 100° 


36. A man invests Rs 8800 in 8 % 'stock at tW and sells 
out when the stock rises to Rs 114. What is his profit? 

(a) Rs400 (b) Rs320 

(c) Rs360 (d) Rs4.50 

6 9 15 24 36 51 


37. Find the next term 


25' 29' 34' 40' 47' 55"■ 


, , 65 
58 


(c) 


7 ^ 

67 


(b) 

(d) 


65 

69 

64 


38. Find the value of 


4 4 4 1 1 1 

- X .8 X.8 + 3 X -- X“X - + 3 X .8 X - X- + .2 X.2 x.2 

5 5 5 5 5 ^ 

(a) 1 (b) 3 (c) 20 

(d) None of these 
39. Find the value of; 

Rs 3 - 75 p 1 ftr 16 minutes IS sec 
Rs 6 2hrs7 minutes 55 secs 


(fl) 

0.020 

(b) 0.028 

(c) 

0.011 

40. 

(0.98^ 

-0.71^) , 




0.0027 



(«) 

13^ 


ib) 

12 ^ 

ic) 

1 . 2 ^ 


id) 

0.13^ 


id) 0.022 


41-45. Study the following table carefully and answer the 
questions given below: 

Wheat Production in different Slates (in lakh tonnes) 


States 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

A 

9.0 

10.7 

8.9 

11.6 

8.4 

B 

14.5 

163 

16.2 

16.4 

16.8 

C 

14.9 

15.7 

16.3 

16.4 

16.8 

D 

7,6 

8.4 

7.4 . 

. 7.9 

8.6 

E 

21.0 

22.6 

23.2 

22.2 

23.9 
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41. In 1982, which of the following Stetes contributed 
close to one eighth of the total production of all the five 

(«) A (b) B (c) C (d) D 

42. In which year did the production of D fall for the first 
time? 

(a) 1980 (b) 1981 

(c) 1982 (d) 1983 

43 . In which State, the production in 1983, showed the 
highest increase over that in 1980? 

(fl) A (b) B 

(c) C (d) D 

44. In wliich year, does the production in State E show 
the highest percentage of increase over that in the previous 
year? 

(a) 1980 (b) 1981 

(c) 1982 (d) 1984 

45. In which State, did the production of wheat increase 
continuously from 1980 to 1984? 

(a) A (b) B (c) C (d) D 

46-50. In the graph given below world tea production is 
shown in million kgs. Answer the questions based on it. 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (d) Using the formula; 

If a + b + c s 0 then a^ + b* -t c® = 3abc^^^ 

2. (b) x = yi 2+ yj 2 + V 2 + ... ^^2 + x 

x^ = 2 + xorx^-X“2 = 0 (x + l)(x-2) = 0 
Butx»t-1 .•.x = 2 [•/+ve square root of 

a no. can't be-ve 

3. ( 4 ) 

4. (it) 

5. (b) 

6. (b) 

7. ( 0 ) Suppose that the price of a cycle be Rs X, 

No. of cycles sold = y 

Total cost of y cycles * Rs xy ( 1 ) 

Ax 

Reduced price of a cycle = x - 20% of x = Rs — 

On the reduced price, the no. of cycles sold 
= y + 20% of y = ^ 

Total cost of ^ cycles = — X ^ = Rs 


Decrease in sale = xy — s Rs ^ 
Z5 2o 


i«4 1985 

46. What was the average production of tea? 

(a) 43 million kg (b) 37 million kg 

(c) 42.5 million kg (d) 40.2 million kg 

47. The production of which year is 65% of the produc¬ 
tion of 1981? 

(a) 1982 (b) 1983 

(c) 1984 (d) 1985 

48. The production of how many years is more than the 
average production? 

(a) 3 (b) 1 

(c) 4 (d) 2 

49. What is the percentage increase in the production of 
tea in 1981 as compared to 1985? 

(a) 20 (i) 30 

(c) 40 • (d) 25 

50. If India's share of world's production in 1984 was 
28% and she exported 49% of the tea produced, what was 
approximate quantity of tea exported by India during 1984? 

(a) 10 million kg (b) 18 million kg 

(c) Sntillionkg (d) 16 million kg 


% decrrase in sale = ?5. x ino s 4 
xy 

8. (b) 5 + 20x-4x^ = 30- (4x^-20x + 25) 

= 30-(2x-5)^ 

<30 I V .(2x-5)^2: 0 

5 + 20x-4x^S30 
Its max. value = 30 


10. (b) Owing to the reduction in price, saving 

=:20%of40 = Rs8 

With this sum of Rs 8, he can buy 25 kg of wheat 
Reduced price of 25 kg of wheat = Rs 8 
Reduced price.of 1 quintal (100 kg) of wheat 

= ^xlOO = Rs32 

11. (d) 4200 = 3500(1+^)® 

^^■^TOO^*“3500 
Pc^ulaticm after 10 years 

= 3500 (I + ^)’“ = 35001(1 + i55)¥ 

= 3500(^)2 =5040 

t 

12. (d) The angle between 4th and 5th mark 

= The angle between two ccmsecuHve marks 

= ^ =30“ 

12 

In 20 minutes, an hour hand makes an angle 
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= 20X 


360 


= 10 ® 


13. (c) 


14. (d) 

15. (c) 


16. (a) 

17. (c) 


12x60 

Hence the reqd. angle = 30° + 10° = 40° 

In order to compare the two offers we should find the 
Present Worth of Rs 2222 

TO. 

(100 + RxT) 

First offer = Rs 2000 Second offer = Rs 2020 
.*. The second offer is better by Rs 20 
discount X100 40 x 100 


P.W. 


RxT 


6X.S- 

12 


• = Rsl000 


18. (0) 
19. (b) 


20. (c) 


21. (b) 


22. (b) 

23. (c) 


Amount = P.W + discount = 1000 + 40 = Rs 1040 
In a solid square, there are as many rows as the no. of 
men in each row 

The no. of men in the front row =' 


Dia;onal qfa 

= V 2 X Area = V 2 x 242 x 100 sq m = 220 m 

220. . ^ 

= hecto meter 

Speed = 88 Hm. p.h. 

220 1 

Reqd time = + 88 = 1 j minutes. 

Daily wages = H.C.F. of 495.60 and 389.40 
.*. Daily wages = Rs 35.40 

Let the two nos. be 13x and 13y 
13x X 13y = 4732 .-. xy = 28 

Values of x and y so that the product = 28 are 

(1,28), (2,14), (4,7) 

But 2 and 14 are not prime to each other 

.-. Reqd nos. (1 X13,28 X13) and (13 x 4,13 x 7) 

No. of pairs = 2 

Since the no. of casks is to be the least, its size must be 
the greatest 

The size of the cask = H.C.F. of 117,130 and 143 = 13 

„ . 117 130 143 

Reqd no. of casks = + -jj- + = 30 

Wages of 25 days = 2 X 25 = Rs 50 
Deductions = 50 - 35 = Rs 15 
For each day he is absent, he loses Rs 2 + 50 p 

= Rs2.50 

No. of days, he was absent = 15 + 2.50 = 6 


Perimeter of a rect. field = 1.6 km = 1600 m 

Of all the rectangles having the same perimeter, the 

square has the greatest area 

Side of a square = = 400 m 

Greatest possible area 


= (400)“ = 160000 sq m = 16 hectare 


24. (c) 

25. (c) 


+ b^ + (^ - 3abc 

26. (a) Use the formula -z — 5—5 -= a + b + c 

ar + b^ + (r-ab~ be-ca 

27. (17) 

28. (d) Reqd. no. = L.C.M. of |, f 

LC.M.o/'3,4, 9,7,21 252 

■ H.C.i.of2,3,l2,5 ' 

29. (c) 

30. (b) Ttr^ = 200sqm 

Area of canvas reqd = Ttrl 

31. (c) 

32. (c) Suppose that the filling pipe can fill the cistern in 

X hrs 

A.T.S. I “ “ ® .-. X = 24 hrs 

Capacity of the cistern = 6 x 24 x 60 = 8640 litres 

33. (fl) 

34. (d) Let the income be Rs x 

A.T.S. 10% of X = 7% of (x + 7000) 

.*. X = Rs 7000 

35. (c) The average temp of Sunday, Monday and Tuesday 

= 96° 

.'. Total temp of Sunday, Monday and Tuesday 
= 96 X 3 = 288° 

The temp of Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 
= 3x99° = 297® 

Temp of Wednesday = 103° 

The temp of Monday and Tuesday 

= 297°-103° = 194° 

The temp of Sunday = 288° -194° = 94° 

36. (h) Profit on Rs 110 = 114-no =Rs 4 

Profit on Rs 8800 =-~ X 8800 = Rs 320 


37. (d) 

38. (a) a’+ 3a^b + Sab^ + b'* = (a + b)-’ 


a=| = .8 


1 


39. (b) 
41. ( 17 ) 
43. (a) 


b = ^ = .2 

The given exp. = (a + b)^ = (.8 + .2)^ = 1 

40. (a) 

42. (c) 


44. (d) %increasein 1981 = ^X100 = 7.62 

% increase in 1982 = ^ 100 = 2.65 

22.6 

% increase in 1983 = x 100 = - 4.3 

% increase in 1984 = X100 = 7.65 

45. (c) 46. td) 

47. (b) 48. (d) 

49. (d) 50. (c) 
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-- OBJECnVE-TYK QUiSTIONS - .— - - 

GENERAL AWARENESS 


Wi? are grat^l to Mr S. Srinivas of New Delhi, Mr Tbriq Beg 
(^Gorakhpur, Mr Sugar Nath and Mr Prusatlam Kumar, both cf 
Patna.for providing us questions set in various competitive ex¬ 
aminations in which they appeared in August-September, 1993. 

1. Numismatics is the study of: 

(a) Coins (b) Inscription of Coins 

(c) Palm Leaves (d) Copper Plates 

2. Which of the following is in corrfect chronological 
order: 

(a) Mohd Bin Tughlaq, Ghyasuddin Tughlaq, Firoz 
Shah Tughlaq 

(b) Firoz Shah Tughlaq, Mohd Bin Tughlaq, 
Ghyasuddin Tughlaq 

(c) Ghyasuddin Tughlaq, Firoz Shah Tughlaq, Mohd 
Bin Tughlaq 

(d) Ghiasuddin Tughlaq, Mohd Bin Tughlaq, Firoz 
Shah Tughlaq 

3. Who among the following was a militant nationalist 
turned spiritualist? 

(fl) Gopal Krishna Gokhale (b) C.R. Das 
(c) Sri Aurobindo (d) Pt H.N. Kunzru 

4. Who among the following was British associate of 
Gandhiji from his days in S<7uth Africa? 

(a) Allice Perrin {b) William Paton 

(c) Karl Pearson (d) H. Polak 

5. Which one of the following statements is correct? 

(a) Planning Commission is a constitutional body 
(h) The Prime Minister is the Chairman of the Plan¬ 
ning Commisskrn 

(c) The Minister of Planning is always necessarily 
the Deputy Chairman of Planning Commission 

(d) The draft plan is prepared by the National 
Development Council 

6. The Theory of Evolution was given by: 

(fl) Mendel (b) Darwin 

(c) Newton (d) Hargobind Khorana 

7. The tribals who live predominantly in and around 
Ootacamund in Tamil Nadu are: 

(a) Todas (b) Kuru/nbars 

(c) Kaniyan (d) Kurbas 

8. TTie Vice-President of India is ekvted by: 

(fl) Members of both Houses of Parliament and 
Legislative Assemblies 

(b) Elected members of both Houses of Parliament 
and Legislative Assembli(» 

(c) Elected members of both Houses of Parliament 
only 

(d) Members of both Houses of Parliament only 

9. Mahatma Gandhi gave the call "Do or Die" during 
the: 

(a) Non Cooperation movement 
■(b) Civil disobedience movement 


(e) Khilahit movement 
(d) Quit India Moverhent 

10. Which of the following is an example of crc^ rota¬ 
tion? 

(fl) Successive cultivation of different crops in a 
wecified order on the same Belds. 

(b) Growing several crops in a held in one season 

(c) Growing cash crop mixed with food crop 
(<^ None of these 

11. Match the list below and select the correct answer by 
using the codes given below: 

List I List II 

A. 1668 1. The French Revolution 

B. 1776 2. The Glorious Revolution 

C. 1789 3. American War of Independence 

D. 1917 4. The Chinese Revolution 

5. The Bolshevic Revolution 

(a) A B C D 
2 4 13 

(b) A B CD 
2 3 15 

(c) A B C D 
12 3 4 

(d) A B C D 
2 3 14 

12. Select the correct chronological order of the follow¬ 
ing persons who served as U.N. Secretary General? 

1. U Thant 2. Kurt Waldheim 3. Trygve Lie 4. Dag Ham- 
marskjoeld 

(fl) 1,3,4,2 (b) 1,2,3,4 

(c) 1,4,3,2 (d) 4,3,1,2 

13. The renaissance architecture Is essentially: 

(fl) Gothic Germanic (b) Byzantine 

(c) Greco-Roman (d) Anglo-Saxon 

14. The Panchsheel is: 

(fl) Part of Sino-lndia agreement of 1954 

(b) Nehru's philosophy of economic planning 

(c) A declaration of the Bandung conference 

(d) A part of the Directive Principle of State Ralicy 

15. Who said, "Man is bom free and everywhere he is in 
chains"? 

(fl) Karl Marx (b) Thomas Moore 

(c) RobemOwen (d) Rousseau 

16. Who among the following is a Constitutional 
authority for whose removal from c^ce no procedure has 
been laid down in Indian Constitution? 

(fl) Vice-President 

(b) Chief Election Commissioner 

(c) Chief Justice of India 

(d) Governor 

(e) None of these 
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17. On the reaimmendation of Security Council any 
peace-loving country in the world can be admitted as a mem¬ 
ber of the U.N. by: 

(a) The Trusteeship Council 

(b) The Secretary General 

(c) The International Court of justice 

id) The General Assembly on the recommendation 
of the Security Council 

18. Chandipur-on-Sea figured in the news recently be¬ 
cause of; 

(fl) Leakage of oil from ship 
(i») An exercise of the Navy 
(c) Launch of the missile "Prithvi" 

(rf) None of these 

19. The Chelliah Committee is concerned with: 

(a) Centre-State relations 

’ (b) Tax Reforms 

(c) Electoral reforms 

(d) Literacy 

20. Khaleda Zia of Bangladesh is leader of the: 

(a) Awami League (b) jatiya Party 

(c) B.N.P. (d) jamate Islami 

21. Fellip Gonzalez, who visited India in Feb 1993, is the 
Prime Minister of: 

(<?) Spain (b) Portugal 

(r) Romania (d) Australia 

22. Khmer Rouge is a guerrilla force in: 

(a) Malaysia (b) Cambodia 

(c) Myannwr (d) Vietnam 

23. The Sandinistas constitute the largest political force 
in: 

(a) Nicaragua (b) Peru 

(c) Mexia) (d) Cuba 

24. The hosts to the 1996 World Cup Cricket are: 

(a) India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka 
ib) India, Pakistan, Bangladesh 

(c) India, Pakistan, England 

(d) England, Australia, West Indies 

25. 'PWG ' is active in: 

(<i) Telengana and adjacent areas 

(b) Tamil Nadu 

(c) Bihar 

(d) West Bengal 

26. The Chairman of the joint Parliamentary Committee 
probing into security scam is: 

(a) Balramjakhar 

(b) Ram Niwas Mirdha 

(c) R.K. jain 

(d) Manmohan Singh 

27. Elections were held in the following States recently; 

(a) Tripura, Nagaland, Meghalaya 

(b) Tripura, As^m, Sikkim 

(c) Nagaland, Mizoram, Arunachal Pradesh 

(d) Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Goa 

28. The Union Territory having the highest literacy rate 


(a) Pondicherry 
(c) Delhi 

29. Korba is known for: 


(b) Chandigarh 
(d) Lakshadweep 


(a) Steel plant 

(b) Aluminium plant 

(c) Thermal Power project 

(d) Nuclear Power project 

30. The headquarter of Indian Military Bands is at: 

(a) MtAbu (b) Ranikhet 

(c) Ootacamund (d) Rachmitru 

31. Hurricanes generally occur in the latitudes: 

(a) 10“—20“ North (b) 20“—45“ North 

(c) 0“—10” South (d) 30”—50” South 

32. The average human male has about how many litres 
of blood in his body? 

(a) 4.2 (b) 7.2 

(c) 5.2 (d) 6.2 

33. "Power house of the cell" is called; 

(a) Mitochondria (b) Electrolyte 

(c) Dry cell (d) None of these 

34. Who was the first woman President of the U.N. 
General Assembly? 

(a) Sarojini Naidu (b) ArunaAsafAli 

(c) Vijayalakshmi Pandit (d) None of these 

35. Increasing order of distance from the sun is: 

(a) Mercury, Venus, Uranus, Saturn, jupiter 

(b) Mercury, Venus, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus 
(r) Mercury, Venus, Saturn, lupiter, Uranus 

(d) Mercury, Venus, Saturn, Uranus, Jupiter 

36. According to Brewster l,aw 

(a) The polarising angle (i) + Refracting Angle (r) 

= 90“ 

(b) The polarising angle (ip) + Refracting angle (r) 

= 180” 

(c) ip = r-90“ 

(d) r = ip-90” 

37. Which of the following is related to cricket? 

(fl) Irani Trophy (b) Grand Prix 

(c) Derby Cup (d) KonicaCup 

(e) None of these 

38. Which of the following phenomenon is due to 
Bernoulli's theorem? 

(a) Bunsen's burner (b) Capillary rise 

(c) Angle of contact 

(d) Floatation of needle on water 

39. At what temperature on Centigrade scale, Fahren¬ 
heit scale's reading becomes 5 times? 

(a) 10”C (b) 20“C 

(c) 30”C (d) 45”C 

40. Match the following: 

1. Lyman series (a) Visible radiation 

2. Balmer series (b) Ultraviolet radiation 

3. Paschen series (c) Infrared radiation 

(a) l-b,2-a,3-c 

(b) l-b,2-c,3-a 

(c) l-c,2-b,3-a 

(d) l-a,2-b,3-c , 

41. Allotropes of Carbon are: 

(a) CQandCQj (b) Diamond and graphite 
(c) C^andC® (d) None of these, 

42. Match the following: 
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1. SublimiiUon (d) Solid stat« to liquid state 

2. Melting (6) Liquid state to solid state 

3. Evaporaticm (c) Solid state to gaseous state 

4. Freezing {it) Liquid state to gaseous state 

(fl) l<,2-a,3-d,4-b (b) I-c, 2-b, 3-d, 4-a 

(c) l-c,2-a,3-b,4-d (d) 1-a, 2-c. 3-b, 4-d 

43. "No two electrons in an atom can have the same set 
of four quantum nunibers" is: 

(a) Pauli's Law (b) Aufbau's Law 

(c) Bohr's Law (d) Newton's Law 

44* Water glass is a mixture of: 

(a) Sodium Silicate 

(b) Potassium and I^ad Silicates 

(c) Potassium and Calcium Silicates 

(d) None of these 

45. The hardness of diamond is due to its: 

(a) Tetrahedral structure (b) Linear structure 
(c) Planar Sheet (d) None of these 

46. 'Amphoteric' substances are those which: 

(a) reacts with acid and base both 

(b) are neutral substances 

(c) reacts with basic substances only 

(d) None of these 

47. Primary colours are: 

(a) Red, Green and a bluish-Violet 

(b) Red (Magenta), Blue (Cyan) and Yellow 

(c) Red, Black, White 

(d) White, Black, Yellow 

48. Match the following and select the correct answer by 
using the a)des below: 

1. White revolution A. Silk production 

2. Green revolution B. Fisheries devekrpment 

3. Blue revolution C. Frxrd production 

4. Yellow revolution D. Dairy development 

(a) 1-A, 2-B, 3-D, 4-C (b) 1-C, 2-B, 3-A, 4-D 

(c) 1-D, 2-C, 3-B, 4-A (d) 1-D,2-C,3-A,4-B 

49. Archaeological material relating to the period of the 
Sangam literature has been unearthed at: 

(a) Madurai (b) 'Thanjavur 

(c) Arikkamedu (d) Brahmagiri 

50. The earliest extant (still standing) temples date from: 
(fl) The Sunga period (b) The Gupta period 

(c) The Maur 3 ra period (d) The Vedic period 

51. Who amongst the following was the first woman 
President of the Indian National Congress? 

(fl) Anpie Besant (b) Mira Behn 

(c) Sarojini Naidu (d) Kasturba Gandhi 

52. Who amongst the following is the author of "A 
Suitable Boy"? 

(fl) Anita Desai (b) Soiria Gandhi 

(c) H.Y. Shaida Patel (d) Vikram Seth 

53. Dalai Street rdates to: 

{a) Business Centre in Calcutta 

(b) Textile Market in Bombay 

(c) Stock Exchange Market in Bombay 

(d) Market in Central Delhi 

54. Queeh Victoria was appointed Empress'of India in: 

(a) 1858 (b) 1876 

(c) 1827 (d) 1885 


55. Who has written the book, "My Frozen TUrbulence 
in Kashmir"? 

(a) KuldipNayar (b) Jagmohan 

(c) Aneesjung (d) M.J. Akbar 

56. Which country was expelled by DN from its mem¬ 
bership in September 1992? 

(a) S. Africa (b) Yugoslavia 

(c) Iraq (d) Czechoslovakia 

57. Arrange the following in a chronological order: 

I. Kheda Satyagraha 

II. Dandi March 

III. Non-cooperation Movement 

IV. Civil Disobedience Movement 

(a) I, II, III, IV (b) I, III, IV, II 

(c) IV, III, I, II (d) I, III, 11, IV 

58. In which season is the frequency of tropical cyclones 
in the Bay of Bengal maximum? 

(a) during monsoon (b) after summer 
(c) during winter (d) during autumn 

59. Which one of the following archaeologists initially 
discovered the Mohenjo Daro site of the Indus Valley 
Civilization? 

(a) Sir John Marshall (b) Rakhal Das Banerjee 
(c) DayaRamSahni (d) Sir Martimer Wheeler 

60. Gandhiji experimented with Satyagraha at Cham- 
paran in Bihar in order to: 

(a) Unite the peasants, landlords and businessmai 
against the British Indian government 

(b) Launch a Civil Disobedience Movement 

(c) Remove untouchability 

(d) Help the Indigo Workers 

61. Which one of the following Saint's name is as¬ 
sociated with Shivaji? 

{a) Rama Nand (b) Ram Das 

(c) Chaitanya (d) Tukaram 

62. The first Buddhist Council was held in the reign of: 

(a) Bimbisara (b) Ajatshatru 

(c) Ashoka (d) Kanishka 

63. The best indicator of the annual growth rate of 
population for an area over a decade is: 

(a) average annual exponential growth rate 

(b) arithmetical annual growth rate 

(c) prt^ressive growth rate 

(d) decadel growth rate divided by ten 

64. Which of the following ports was the biggest port 
during the Mughal Period? 

(a) Hooghly (b) Chittagong 

(c) Baiasore (d) Surat 

65. Who, according to Jairts, was the founder of Jainism? 

(a) Rishabha (b) Mahavira 

(c) Arishtanemi (d) Parsavanatha 

66. Which Gupta Ruler had led a campaign to the south 
and was expert 'Veetw' player? 

(a) Chandra Gupta I 

(b) Samudta Gupta 

(c) Chandra Gupta Vikramaditya 

(d) Skanda Gupta 
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67. When were the Agricultural Prices Commission and 
the Food Corporation of India established? 

(a) 1960 (b) 19.65 

(c) 1966 (d) 1969 

68. Part 111 of the Constitution deals with: 

(a) Fundamental Duties 

(b) Fundamental Rights 

(c) Directive Principles 

(d) None of these 

69. Secular stagnation refers to: 

(n) recurring b<K>ms and depressions in the economy 

(b) fluctuations in autonomous investment 

(c) a stagnant economy 

(ti) decrease in the marginal rate of growth in succes¬ 
sive period 

70. "Pyroclastics" are: 

(a) fragments of hot rock and spattering lava 
(h) lava flows 

(c) non toxic gases 

(d) steam explosives 

71. Which of the following brxiks would you consult to 
get acquainted with the Gandhian Thought? 

(a) Discovery of India (b) India Divided 
[tj Hind Swaraj (d) India Wins Freedom 

72. The geological formation which is the main source of 
India's c(wl reserves is the: 

(a) Gondwana formation (b) Vindhyan formation 
(f) Dharwar formation (d) Aravalli formation 

73. Who is the author of much discussed book 'The 
Indian Controversies"? 

(a) Anita Desai (b) Khushwant Singh 

(c) Arun Shourie (d) Salman Rushdie 
(c) None i>f these 

74. The State in India which receives highest amount of 
rainfall annually and which produces one hundred per cent 
hydel electricity (in the annual prixiuction more than 1500 
MW) is: 

(a) Meghalaya (b) Kerala 

(c) Nagaland (d) Assam 

7.5. Which of the following is NOT a methtxl of estimat¬ 
ing national income? 

(n) Income method (b) Value-added method 
(c) Expenditure method (d) Export-import method 

76. Which variety of glass is heat resistant? 

(a) flint glass (b) hard glass 

(c) bottle glass (d) pyrex glass 

77. Old age far-sightedness is the defect of the eye in 
which the len.s: 

(ii) loses its elasticity 

(b) becomes more transparent 

(c) becomes opaque 

(d) bearmes unduly short 

78. The dominant vegetation in our country is: 

(rt) deciduous forests (b) rain forests 

(c) thorn shrub (d) Savannah 

79. 10th December is regarded as a red-letter-day for the 
whole world because it is the: 

(a) International Labour Day 

(b) Human Rights Day 


(c) United Nations Day 

(d) Day of Victory over the Nazis 

80. The 1991 Ndjel Prize winner for Literature, Nadine 
Gordimer, belongs to: 

(a) USA (b) Sweden 

(c) Germany (d) South Africa 

81. Which of the following correctly explains the 
phenomenon of 'Test tube baby'? 

(a) When the embryo develops in a test tube 

(b) When the fertilization is external and develop¬ 
ment is internal 

(c) When fertilization is internal and development is 
external 

(d) When every prtKess of embryo formation is in 
the test tube 

82. The bhxxi cholesterol level in 100 ml of blood in a 
normal person varies between: 

(a) 50 to 100 mg (b) 100 to 150 mg 

(c) 150 to 250 mg (d) 250 to 350 mg 

83. The Elephant Pass is kKated in: 

(a) India (b) Nepal 

(c) Bhutan (d) Sri Lanka 

84. Who said 'Man is a social animal'? 

(a) Seneca (b) Plato 

(c) Aristotle (d) Dante 

85. Which of the following is the name of the first in¬ 
digenously developed Indian Super Computer? 

(fl) Param (b) Shakti 

(c) Dharam (d) Gati 

86. Which of the following functions performed by a 
forest help most in controlling drought? 

(a) forests bring rainfall in monsoon 

(b) forests prevent soil erosion 
(r) forests act as water sheds 

(d) forests lower the temperature of the environment 

87. The leguminous plants (legumes or dais) are impor¬ 
tant in agriculture because they: 

(a) need very little water to grow 

(b) are disease resistant 
(f) have a short life cycle 

(d) help in nitrogen economy of the plants 

88. The virus of AIDS affects the growth of: 

(a) T cells in blood (b) grey cells in brain 

(c) red corpuscles in bkxxi (d) Haemoglobin 

89. The Antyodaya aims at: 

(a) eradication of poverty in India 

(b) improving the status of the scheduled castes 

(c) upliftment of minorities 

(d) helping the jxiorest of the poor 

90. What is the male:female ratio of population in India 
according to the 1991 Census? 

(a) 1000:929 (b) 1000:935 

(c) 1000 : 941 (d) 1000:950 

91. Which volcano in the Philippines erupted after 
remaining dormant for nearly six centuries? 

(fl) Barren islands (b) MtFiqiyama 

(c) Mt Unzen (</) Mt Pinatubo 

92. Which one of the following is the World Environ¬ 
ment Day? 
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(d) 22nd April (b) 1st May 

(c) 31st May (d) 5th June 

93. Which one of the following Indian teams scaled 
Kanchenjunga in 1991 in collaboration with a Japanese team? 

(fl) Border Security Force • 

(b) Indo-Tibetan ferder Police Force 

(c) Indian Mountaineering Association 

(d) Central Reserve Police Force 

94. Who is Mickey Kantor? 

{a) US Rim actress 

(b) US trade representative 

(c) American Nobel Prize winner for Economics 

(d) Wife of a former American President 

95. Which of the following issues was NOT included in 
the referendum held in Russia in April '93? 

(d) Do you approve the socio-economic policy of the 
President and the government? 

(b) Are you in favour of mid-term elections for the 
President? 

(c) Do you favour the structure of all the States you 
had earlier, under the name of U.S.S.R.? 

(d) Do you have trust in President Boris Yeltsin? 

(c) Are you in favour of early elections of the 
people's deputies? 

96. Who among the following is the caretaker Prime 
Minister of Pakistan? 

(d) MoeenQureshi (b) Nawaz Sharif 

(c) ShahryarKhan (d) Ghulam Ishaq Khan 

(c) None of these 

97. Which of the following organisations has recently 
rated India as the sixth largest economy in the world? 

(d) The World Bank 

(b) Asian Development Bank 

(c) European Economic Community 

(d) International Monetary Fund 

(e) None of these 

98. Which of the following is TRUE about the Vayudoot, 
the former third-level dom»tic airline, which was in the 
news of late? 

(a) The airline has been meiged with the Indian Air¬ 
lines. 

(b) An aircraft owned bv the Vayudoot was involved 
in the recent alrcrasn at Auranjgabad 

(c) The airline has decided to sell its aircraft to the 
Pawanhans, a helicopter service agency 

(d) It has been merged with the Air India 

(e) The Va^doot has build-up cumulative losses of 

about 13.8 crore over the years 

99. The President of which of the following SAARC 
countries was killed in a bomb blast recently? 

(d) Bangladesh (b) Sri Lanka 

(c) Maldives (d) Pakistan 

(e) Norw of these 

100. The process of strengthening India's relationship 
with which of the following countries had created doubts in 
the minds of Palestinian leaders for which India was required 
to reassure hx its continued support to them? 

(a) South Africa (b) Uzbekistan 

(c) USA (d) Iraq 

%(e) Israel 


101. The Rekhi Committee, the report of which was sub¬ 
mitted to the Union Government in May 1993, was appointed 
to look into which of the following issues? 

(d) The implementation of the Panchayali Raj Act 

(b) The allegations against Justice V. ftamaswami 

(c) The leakage of crude oil in the sea from one of the 
ONGC establishments in Bombay High 

(d) The structure of indirect taxation 

(e) None of these 

102. A controversy about which of the following finan¬ 
cial organisations is going on regarding whether or not it 
should be brought under the supervision of Securities and 
Exchange Board of India? 

(d) RBI (b) Lie Mutual Fund 

(c) IDBI (d) SBI Mutual Fund 

(e) UTl 

103. Which of the following is NOT TRUE about the 
Gold Bonds Schemes launched by the Union Government 
sometimes back? 

(d) Minimum deposit is 500 grams of gold 

(b) The scheme was launch^ to mobilise idle gold 
resources of resident Indians 

(c) Subscribers will get an exemption in direct taxes 

(d) Subscribers need not disclose the source of 
money/gold 

(e) Only NRIs are eligible to invest in this Scheme 

104. In May 1993, which of the following countries un¬ 
derwent the first-ever multi-party elections in the presence of 
U.N. transitional authority? 

(a) Panama (b) Pakistan 

(c) Cambodia (d) Afghanistan 

(e) None of these 

105. Why was Dr Wilfred D'Souza in the news recently? 

(a) The Shanti Swaroop Bhatnagar Award was con¬ 
ferred upon him 

(b) He has been inducted in the Union Cabinet as a 
Deputy Minister 

(c) He has taken over as Chairman of the University 
Grants Commission 

(d) He was appointed recently as the Chief Mlnistm* 
of Goa 

(e) None of these 

106. The Government is planning to modify which of 
the following programmes/schemes to eradicate educational 
and economic backwardness among minorities? 

(a) 15-point programme for minorities 

(b) Integrated Rural Development Plan 

(c) Self-Employment Programme for the urban poor 

(d) Jawahar Rozgar Yojna 

(e) None of these 

107. Who has written the famous book 'Anna 
Karenina'? 

(d) Boris Pasternak (b) Victor Hugo 

(c) Leo Tolstoy (d) Lewis Caroll 

(e) Agatha Christie 

108. Recently which of the following European 
countries has decided to tighten its liberal asylum laws to 
curb influx of foreigners? 

(a) U.K. (b) Prance 

(c) Sweden (d) Germany 
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(e) None of these 

109. How many colours the sunlight spectrum has? 

(a) Four (b) Five 

(c) Three (d) Six 

(e) Seven 

110. Diego Maradona has earned distinction in which of 
the following games/sports? 

(a) Golf (b) Polo 

(c) Hockey (d) Baseball 

(e) F(xitball 

ANSWERS 

2. Ghias-ud-dinTughlaq (1320-1325 A.D.) 

Mohd Tughlaq (1325-1351 A.D.) 

Firoz Tughlaq (1351-1388 A.D.) 

3. (c) 4. (d) 5. lb) 6. (b) 

7. (a) 8. (d) 9. (d) 10. (a) 

11. 12. (d) 13. (c) 14. (a) 

16. (f) The Chief Election Commissioner (and also a 
Judge of the Suprerru? Court) cannot be removed 
by thePresidentexcepton a jointaddressby both 
Houses of Parliament (supported by a majority of 
the total membership and a majority of not less 
than two-thirds of the members present and 
voting in each House), on ground of "proved 
mtebAaviour" or "incapacity". 


17. (d) 
21. (a) 


25. (a) 
29. (b) 

g: S 


18. (c) 
22. (b) 
26. (bj 
30. (b) 
34. (c) 
38. (a) 


19. (b) 
23. (a) 


27. (a) 
31. (b) 
35. (b) 


20. (c) 
24. (a) 
28. (b) 
32. (d) 
36. (a) 


39. (a) 9 Fahrenheit degrees = 5 Celsius degrees. 

To convert degrees C. to degrees F., multiply by 9, 
divide by 5, then add 32 to the result. 

40. (a) 41. (b) 42. (a) 43. (a) 

44. (a) 45. (a) 46. (a) 

47. (a) (The pigment colours are red, yellow and blue or 

magenta, cyan and yellow) 

48. (c) 49. (b) 50. (b) 

51. (a) Mrs Annie Besant, an English woman, was 

elected almost unanimously as Congress Presi¬ 
dent in 1917. 

"Hisloiy of Freedom Movement" by 
Tara CItand—Page 451 
Sarojini Naidu was the first Indian woman Presi¬ 
dent of the Indian National Congress in 1925, 
preceded ei^ht years earlier by the English 
feminist Annie Besant. 

(Britannica, 1991, Vol. 8, Page 486) 

52. (d) 53. (c) 54. (c) 55. (b) 

56. (b) 

57. (b) 1. Kheda Satyagraha (1917) 

III. Non-cooperation Movement (1919) 

IV. Civil Disobedience Movement (1920) 

11. Dandi Mardi (1930) 

58. (d) Refer “A Geography of India" by Gopal Singh — 

Page 37. 

59. (i») and (c). The site of Mohenjodaro was initially 

dikovered by R.D. Banerjee in 1922 and Harappa 


by Daya Ram Sahni. 

("Ancient India" by V.D. Mahajan, Page 41) 
Later on the work was taken over by Sir John 
Marshall, English director-general of the Indian 
Archaeological Survey (1902-31) who in the 1920s 
was responsible for the large-scale excavations 
that revealed Harappa and Mohenjodaro, the two 
largest cities of the previously unknown Indus 
Valley Civilization. 

(Britannica, 1991, Vol. 7, Page 880) 
Sir Martimer Wheeler was director-general of ar¬ 
chaeology for the Government of India during 
1944-47 and his research there threw important 
new light on the civilization of the Indus Valley. 

(Britannica, 1991, Vol. 12, Page 619) 

60. (d) Retf: "History cf Freedom Movement in buiia" 

by Tara Chand, Vol 3, Page 476. 

61. (d) 

62. (b) Ajatshatru helped the Buddhist monks to hold 

their Brst Buddhist Council under his patronage. 

("Ancient India" by V.D. Mahajan, Page 228) 
The first Buddhist Council held at Rajgraha, 
modern Rajgir (Bihar) is said to have taken place 
during the first rainy season following the 
Buddha's death. 

(Britannica^ 1991, Vol 2, Page 603) 

63. (a) 64. (d) 

65. (a) It was believed at the beginning that Mahavira 

was the founder of Jainism. However it is now 
recognised that Mahavira was the twenty-fourth 
Tirtlunkara or prophet of Jainism. The sacred 
books of the Jains tell us that the real founder of 
Jainism was Rishabha who was succeeded by 23 
Tirthankaras. According to the orthodox view, 
Rishabha was the father of King Bharata, the first 
Chakravartan of India. 

"Ancient India"by V.D. Mahajan, Page 143 

66. (b) Ref: "Ancient India" by V.D. Mahajan, Pave 427. 

67. (d) 68. (b) 69. (d) 

70. (a) Ref: "A Dictionary cfGwgraphy” by W.G. Moore, 

Page 176. 

71. (c) 

72. (a) Ref:" A G&>gmphy of India" by (k)pal Singh, Page 

166-169. 

73. (c) 74. (b) 75. (d) 76. (d) 

77. (c) 78. (b) 79. (b) 80. (d) 

81. (b) 82. (c) 83. (d) 

84. (a) Ref: "Stevenson's Bookcf Quotations", Page 1858. 

85. (a) 86. (b) 

87. (d) Pulses, being leguminous crops, possessing root 


Agricultural Research, 

(a) 89. (d) 90. (a) 

¥) ?3. (b) 

(b) He succeeded Carla Hills 

(c) fa) 97. (d) 

(b) 100. le) 101. (d) 

(c) 104. (c) 105. (<0 

if) _ 108. (4 . 


91. (d) 


page 838.' 


98. fa) 
102. (e) 
106. (a) 


(e) The seven colours are: violet, indigo, blue, 
yellow, orange and red (also I^wn as VIBG 

(c) 
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objechvI^tVpe questions 



ENGLISH LANGUAGE 


The qu/^tiota nven in this Jmture 
were set in the Bank Probationary 
Officers''examination held on the 29tn 
August, 1993. 

We thank Mr S. Dash of Bhubanes¬ 
war for sending these questions to us. 

* 1*10. Read each sentence to find 
out whether there is any error in it 
The error, if any, will be in one part 
of the sentence. The number of that 
part is the answer. If there is no 
erroi^ the answer is (5). (Ignore the 
errors of punctuation, if any.) 

1. His father left him a fortune 

(1), but he lives so extravagantly (2) 
that he will have spent (3) it all before 
he is 30 (4). No error (5). 

2. When he went out (1) he left 
the radio on (2) so that his parents 
shall think (3) that he was still in the 
house (4). No error (5). 

3. As 1 kept a strict watch (1) 
with my way of living (2) I couli^-see 
that (3) i t was necessary to eccmomize 
(4). No error (5). 

4. Arun is not only eminent (1) 
for his writings in English (2) but also 
for his (3) paintings on spiritual 
themes (4). No error (5). 

5. He confidently asked the 
crowd (1) if they thought that (2) he 
was right (3) and the ertiwd shouted 
that they do (4). No error (5). 

6. T have been teaching in the 
school (1) since last several years (2) 
5ut had never met (3) such a hopeless 
class as this (4). No error (5). 

7. I can hear (1) the bell ring¬ 
ing (2) but nobody seems to be com¬ 
ing (3) to opening the door (4). No 
’rror (5). 

8. The father told his son (1) 
;hat he was a lazy boy (2) and that he 
MS done (3) his work very badly (4). 
No error (5). 

9. If I would have realized (1) 
what a bad driver you were (2) t 
.vould not have (3) come with you 
|4). No error (5). 

10. I saw the accident (1) but for- 
unately, I did not have to (2) give 
evidence as there were (3) plenty of 
}ther witnessed (4). No error (5). 

* 11-20. Pick but the most effective 


word from the given words to fill in 
the blank to make the sentence 
meaningfully complete: 

11. She was one of die chief_^of 

women's right. 

fl) instigators (2) promoters 

(3) organisers (4) facilitators 

(5) protagonists 

12. We may pardon him for this 

mistake by considering it as a 
momentary_. 

(1) inhibition (2) damage 

(3) fallacy (4) aberration 

(5) commitment 

13. Everyone of us should en¬ 
deavour to_the miseries of the 

poor. 

(1) acknowledge (2) suppress 

(3) condemn (4) mitigate 

(5) diffuse 

14. Many times news¬ 
papers_the news to make it sensa¬ 

tional. 

(1) devalue (2) distort 

(3) divulge (4) disfigure 

(5) disturo 

15. Man who has comniitted 

such an_^crime must get the most 

severe punishment. 

(1) unworthy 

(2) injurious 

(3) abominable 

(4) uncharitable 

(5) irreproachable 

16. His speech was disappoint¬ 
ing; it_all the major issues. 

(1) skirted (2) revealed 

(3) encompassed (4) analy.sed 
(5) projected 

17. General awareness and 

education facilitate the_of specific 

skills. 

fl) procurement 

(2) requirement 

(3) organisation 

(4) creation (5) acquisition 

18. The only way to_the 

country from the evils of com- 
munalism is to enforce the rule of 
law. 

(1) extricate Q) eradicate 

(3) purge (4) mobilize 

(5) strengthen 

19. The foundation of all 


civilizations and societies is the 

ability of humans to_with each 

other. 

(1) unite (2) collaborate 

(3) adorn (4) dispense 

(5) exchange 

20. He is so_of his own idea 

that he will not entertain any sugges¬ 
tion from others. 

(1) enamoured (2) hopeful 

(3) enchanted (4) jealous 

(5) possessed 

* 21-30. In the following passage 
there are blanks, each of which has 
been numbered. These numbers are 
printed below the passage and 
against each, five words are sug¬ 
gested, one of which fits the blank 
appropriately. Find out the ap¬ 
propriate words. 

The British Cabinet Mission, 
which had come to India to work out 
strategy for transfer of power, left 
without any success after a stay of 
more than three months. It had been 
a 23 period of 22 a nd sustained 
negotiations conducted in a 23 heat of 
an Indian summer from which the 
Cabinet Mission could have derived 
no mental ^ or physical relief. But 
they had not allowed their efforts to 
25. They 26 tirelessly to find a solu¬ 
tion to a near ^ problem, ^ all kinds 
of odds and difficulties. There was Sir 
Stafford Cripps on the one hand, with 
his ^ energy and flashes of intellec¬ 
tual genius, and Lord Pethick- 
Lawrence on the other, with his 30 
practical outlook and undoubt^ 

sympathy for Indian aspirations_ & 

combination which might surely 
have been expected to produce the 
results for which everyone had 
hoped. 

21. (1) strenuous 
i2) monumental 

(3) provocative 

(4) stupendous 

(5) remarkable 

22. fl) intractable (2) excited 
(3) political (4) arduous 
(5) .smooth 

23. (1) powerful (2) boiling 
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(3) simmering 

(4) disgusting 

(5) sweltenng 

24. h) strain 

(2) consolation 

(3) recognition 

(4) achievement 

(5) confrontation 

25. (1) sustain (2) abandon 

(3) strengthen 

(4) bolster (5) flag 

26. (11 extracted 

(2) endeavoured 

(3) projected (4) followed 

(5) suggested 

27. (1) insurmountable 

(2) invincible 

(3) uncontrollable 

(4) irrevocable 

(5) invaluable 

28. ill observing 

(2) maintaining 

(3) enduring (4) avoiding 
(5) eschewing 

29. ill inscrutable 
(2l irresistible 
(31 unattainable 
(41 indefatigable 
(5) unthinkable 

30. ill essentially 

(2) prominently 
(3j superficially 

(4) adequately 

(5) factually 

* 31'35. In each of the following 
questions part of the sentence is un¬ 
derlined. Five alternative meanings 
of the underlined part of the sen¬ 
tence ate given below the sentence. 
Mark as your answer that alterna¬ 
tive meaning which you think is cor¬ 
rect. 

31. He is a plain, simple and sin¬ 
cere man. He will always call a spade 
a spade . 

(1) find meaning or purpose in 
your action 

(2) say something which is to be 
taken seriously 

(31 avoid controversial situations 

(4) desist from making controver¬ 
sial statement 

(5) be outspoken in language 

32. He does not like to be friend¬ 
ly with Sunita; he always gives her a 
cold shoulder . 

(1) pushes her with his shoulder 
whenever they meet 

(2) insults her in the presence of 
others 

(3) argues with her on any issue 

(4) triestobeunfriendlybytaking 
no notice of her 

(5) creates all .sorts of trouble for 
her 


33. He alway s cuts both ends. 

(1) behaves dishonestly 

(2) works for both sides 

(3) creates discordance among 
friends 

(4) amues in support of both sides 
orthe issue 

(5) inflicts injuries on others 

34. When the police came, the 
thieves took to their heels . 

(1) were taken by surprise 

(2) took shelter in a tall building 

(3) opened indiscriminate fire 

(4) took to flight 

(5) unconditionally surrendered 

35. I cannot put up with that 
nasty fellow. 

(1) praise (2) forgive 

(3) endure (4) control 

(5) appreciate 

* 36-50. Read the following pas¬ 
sage carefully and answer the ques¬ 
tions given below it. Certain 
words/phrases in the passage have 
been printed in bold type to help 
you to locate them easily while 
answering some of the questions. 

The budget for 1993-94 has set 
the stage for a greater inflow of 
resources into the farm sector. Apart 
from errant monsoons, one reason 
why this sector has remained slug- 

g 'sh in recent years is the trend of 
lling investments in agriculture. At 
a time when shortage of cultivable 
land means that growth has to come 
mainly through increases in produc¬ 
tivity, the pace of investment is cru¬ 
cial to raising farm production. 
During the eignties, while public in¬ 
vestment has fallen in real terms, 
private investment has remained 
stafjnant. Since agriculture is a State 
subject, the fall in public investment 
reflects the dwindling ability of State 

f overnments to find more resources. 

herefore, while the Central budget 
cannot do m\ich to stimulate pumic 
investment In the farm sector, it can 
surely create conditions for increased 
investment by farmers themselves. 
And this is precisely what the latest 
budget seeks to do. Since the drought 
year of 1987-88, the tardy pace of 
credit flows to agriculture has af¬ 
fected investment. By promising a 20 
per cent increase in institutional 
credit to farmers during the coming 
year, the budget provides the right 
stimulus for private investment. 
The budget expects that term 
loans for minor irrigation will 


help sink 3.75 lakh wells and in¬ 
stall six lakh pumpsets. Farmers 
will also be induced to invest 
more as the cuts in customs 
duties on farm machinery will 
now make it cheaper. 

In fact, the reductions in Customs 
tariffs have the potential of generat¬ 
ing more investible resources for 
farmers. This is because high rates of 
tariff protection hitherto accorded to 
Indian industry have allowed the lat¬ 
ter to sell industrial goods to farmers 
at much higher prices tban those at 
which they are sold internationally. 
Indirectly, high customs duties have 
thus imposed a tax on farmers and 
transferred resources away from 
rural areas to the industrial sector. 
The latest budget takes the correct 
initiative to arrest this trend. It is true 
that the government's policy of rais¬ 
ing administered prices to reduce 
subsidies will raise the prices of in¬ 
puts like power, diesel and fertiliser 
used in farm operations. However, 
apart from the^usually simultaneous 
and compensatory increase in 
procurement prices, farmers stand to 
gain the most through an increase in 
public investment, madejpossible by 
reductions in subsidies. The Central 
budget has shown that subsidy 
reductions mean more Plan invest¬ 
ments. If the State governments can 
follow this example, then a package, 
comprising cuts in Customs tariffs, 
increases m public investment and 
higher credit flows to farmers, holds 
the potential of revitalising Indian 
agriculture. 

36. Which of the following is 
the most OPPOSITE in meaning of 
the word 'tardy' as used in the pas¬ 
sage? 

(1) slow (2) fast 

(3) strong (4} weak 

(5) fresh 

37. What, according to the pas¬ 
sage, can Central budget do with 
respect to farm sector? 

(1) Check the possibility of recur¬ 
rent draughts 

Stimulate public investment in 
the farm sector 

(3) Instruct State governments to 
invest more intarm sector 

(4) Motivate farmers for increased 
investment by th«nselves 

(5) None of these 

38. According to the passage, 
which of the following has die abiuty 
of generating more resources for the 


332 NOVEMBER‘93 COMPETITION MASTER 


farmers? 

fl) Sdenti6c methods of farming 

(2) Increase in institutional credit 

(3) Increase in productivity of all 
farm outputs 

f4) Reduction in customs tariffe 
(5) Better varieties of seeds and 
fertilizers 

39. Which of the following is the 
most important contributing factor 
for raising farm production, accord¬ 
ing to the passage? 

i l) Speedy rate of investment 
2) Increase in per acre yield 
3) Increase in cultivable irrigated 
land 

(4) Ability of State governments 
to provide better variety of 
seeds to farmers 

(5) None of these 

40. According to the passage, 
which one of the following is tne 
reason for slow growth in farm sector 
in recent years? 

(t) Poor and unscientific equip¬ 
ments used by the farmers 

(2) Reduction in customs tariffs 
^ the Government 

(3) Decreasing investment in 
agriculture 

(4) Illiterate and uneducated 
farmers 

(5) Decrease in procurenqwnt 
prices of farm outouts 

41. Which of the following is 
most nearly the SAME in meaning as 
the word 'dwindling' as used in the 
passage? 

(1) compressing 

(2) curtailing 

(3) depreciating 

(4) decreasing 

(5) diluting 

42. Which of the following com¬ 
binations of measures can put new 
strength into Indian agriculture? 

(1) Cuts in customs tariffs, 
decrease in public investment 
and, higher credit flows to 
farmers 

(2) Cuts in customs tariffs, in¬ 
crease in public investment 
and, lower credit flows to 
fanners 

(3) Regular monsoon, cuts in cus¬ 
toms tari^ and, increase in 
public investment 

(4) Administered pric<^ of farm 
products, higher cr^it flows 
to farmers and, increase in 

R ublic investment 
'one of these 

43. Which of the following is the 
most OPPOSITE in meaning of the 
word 'amsP as used in the passage? 


(1) lengthen (2) free 

(3) extend (4) renew 

(5) maiiftain 

44. According to the passage, 
what will be the effect of 
government's policy of raising ad¬ 
ministered prices to reduce sub¬ 
sidies? 

(1) It will reduce the procurement 

{ jrices of farm products 
t will automatically result in 
reduction of customs tariffs 

(3) It will divert flow of resources 
from industrial sector to farm 
sector 

(4) It will raise the prices of im¬ 
portant inputs used in farm 
sector 

(5) None of these 

45. Which of the following is 
most nearly the SAME in meaning as 
the word 'errant' as used in the pas¬ 
sage? 

fl) circuitous (2) deviating 

(3) fallible (4) erroneous 

(5) unblemish 

46. Which one of the following 
statements is TRUE in the context of 
thepassage? 

(j) There is a steady increase in 
cultivable land over the years 

(2) Monsoon hasbeen regular and 
timely in the recent years 

(3) During the eighties public in¬ 
vestment had mcreased in real 
terms 

(4) The budget for 1993-94 has 
been favourable for Indian 
agriculture 

(5) Since 1987-88 government has 
provided substantial credit to 
agricultural sector 

47. How, according to the pas¬ 
sage, does the budget provide 
stimulus for private investment in 
agriculture? 

(1) Directing State governments 
to find more resources for 
agriculture 

(2) By promising an increase in in¬ 
stitutional errait to farmers 

(3) By stimulating public in¬ 
vestment in farm sector 

(4) By regulating the trend of fall¬ 
ing investment in agriculture 

(5) None of these 

48. Which one of the following 
statements in NOT TRUE in the con¬ 
text of the passage? 

(1) So farlndian industry had low 
rate of tariff protection 

(2) During the eighties private in¬ 
vestment had remained stag¬ 
nant 

(3) Central budget can create 


favourable conditions for in¬ 
creased investm^t 

(4) Reduction in customs tariffs 
can help generate more 
resources 

(5) High customs duty resulted in 
transferring resources away 
from rural areas to industrial 
sector 

49. According to the passage, 
during the eighties— 

(1) private investment increased 

(2) public investment increased 

i3) private inv^tment decreased 

(4) public investment remained 
stagnant 

(5) None of these 

50. Reduction in customs tariffs 
will result in generation of more 
resources for farmers because— 

(1) State governments will come 
forward to provide them with 
credit facilities 

(2) they will get industrial goods 
at much lower prices 

(3) they will get higher prices for 
their products 

(4) it will divert resources from 
farm sector to industrial sector 

(5) more and more term loan will 
be available to them 


_ ANSWERS _ 

(2) 'but he is living so extra¬ 
vagantly' 

(3) 'parents should think' 

(2) 'for my way of living' 

(5) 'no error' 

(4) 'and the crowd shouted that 
they did' 

(2) 'for the last several years' 

(4) 'to open the door' 

(3) 'and that he had done' 

(1) 'Had I realized' 

(2) 'I would not have to' 

(5) 12. (4) 13. (4) 

(2) 15. (3) 16. (1) 

(5) 18. (3) 19. (2) 

(1) 21. (1) 22. (4) 

(5) 24. (2) 25. (5) 

(2) 27. (1) 28. (3) 

(4) 30. (1) 31. (5) 

(4) 33. (4) 34. (4) 

(3) 36. (2) 37. (4) 

(4) 39. (1) 40. (3) 

(4) 42. (1) 43. (2) 

(4) 45. (2) 46. (4) 

(3) 48. (1) 49. (5) 
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GENERAL INTELLIGENCE 


TEST OF REASONING—' 


Find out the missing numbers in series given below: 

1. 0;3;8;I5;... 


(«0 23 
(cl) 26 

(b) 24 
(f) 29 

(P) 22 

2. 3; 12; 27;. 

..;75. 


(a) 45 
(d) 39 

(b) 36 

(c) 51 

(r) 48 

3. 1;2;6;...; 

120; 720. 


(«) 16 
(d) 60 

(b) .30 

(c) 48 

(c) 24 

4. 3; 7; 6; 14; 9;...; 12. 


(fl) 18 
(d) 19 

(b) 21 
(r) 14 

(c) 16 

5. 17; 19; 23; 

31; 47;... 


(fl) 55 
(d) 69 

(b) 61 

(p) .59 

(0 73 

6. 2; 10;...; 9; 4; 8. 


(fl) 3 
(d) 11 

(b) 7 
(P) 1 

(P) 5 

7. 21; 12; 17; 

...; 23; 32. 


{«) 51 
(d) 47 

(b) 53 
(P) 71 

(P) 73 

8. 1.5; 18; 24; 

...; 60; 108. 


(ii) 40 
(d) .36 

(b) 48 
(P) 34 

(c) 32 


9. to 12. In questions given below, first pair of num¬ 
ber has certain relation.ship. On this basis, find out the 
missing number in the second set. 

9. 11 ; 121:: 17:? 

(a) 119 (/») 221 (c) 149 

(d) 289 (c) None of these 

10. 10:1000:;?:512. 

(a) 16 (b) 8 (c) 4 

(d) 36 (<’) None of these 

11. 16:49: ;? :301. 

(rt) 100 (b) 43 (c) 48 

(d) 3 (c) None of these 

12. 4:8::?: 125. 

(a) 5 (b) 50 (c) 25 

(d) 62 (e) None of these 

13. to 16. Which number from options is suitable for 
question mark? 

13. 15 17 8 

19 3 18 

6 20 ? 

(a) 14 (b) 15 (c) 17 

(d) 11 (e) None of these 

14. 7 19 16 

21 3 18 

14 ? 8 


(a) 7 (b) 11 (c) 15 

(d) 20 (p) None of these 

15. 


(a) 2 (/>) 6 (c) 1 (d) 0 (e) 3 

16. 


(a) 21 (b) 12 (c) 46 (d) 18 (<•) 19 

17. to 20. Which two signs should be interchanged to 
correct the equation? 


17. 

5-3+8+ 

2x6 = 13 




(a) x; + 

(b) x;- 

(c) -; + 

(d) +;x 

18. 

21+7-2x3 + 6 = 19 




(a) X; + 

(b) +;X 

(p) +;- 

(d) -; + 

19. 

16 + 4x1- 

+ 12-18 = 46 




(a) X; + 

(b) +;- 

(p) +; + 

(d) +;X 

20. 

28 + 2 + 14x7-1 = 10 




(a) X;-*- 

(b) +;X 

(p) 

(d) X;- 

21. to 25. Find the odd-man out: 


21. 

(a) FDD 
(p) KGl 

(b) WSU 

(p) RMP 

(d) NIL 

22. 

(a) MLJG 
(p) KJHE 

(b) YXVS 

(c) FECZ 

(d) WVTP 

23. 

(rt) VXTY 
(p) JLHM 

(b) RTPU 

(c) NPLQ 

(d) DFAG 

24. 

(a) BAXZ 
(p) RQSP 

(b) LKHi 

(c) UTQS 

(d) NMJL 

25. (a) JKIl 

(b) TUQ 

(c) MNK 

(d) CDA 


(p) YZV 

Tick-mark the right set of letters to be inserted in > 
place of blanks serially. 

26. a-cabab-ab-bca-ab- , 


(a) bccab 

(b) cbabc 

(c) cbcba 

(d) bcabc 

27. b-acbbca-bbcac-bc-cb 



(a) cbca 

(b) bcab 

(c) ccba 

(d) caba 

28. c-baa-aba-caba-ca-aac 



(a) bcbcc 

(b) cbcbb 

(c) ^caab 

(d) ababb 

29. b-acc-abccb-acc-ab-c 



(a) cabca 

<b) caabc 

(c) babab 

(d) babac 
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If in alphabets, position of A and Z is not changed 
but B, C, D, E are leveised. Then F, G, H, I ate xevened 
and in this way alt seta of four letters are reversed till 
VWXY, then 

30. Which letter would be to the right of T? 

(a) K (b) N (c) I (d) P (e) Q 

31. Which letter would be fifteenth from right? 

(a) O (b) P (c) L (d) K (e) J 

32. Which letter would be exactly between 5th letter 
from the left and 16th letter from die right? 

(a) G (b) T (c) H (d) S (e) 1 

In following questions, four words are related to 
the lead word in the same way but one is different Spot 
the stranger. 

33. BUMPER 

(a) PURE (b) RAMP (c) MORE 

(d) JUMPER (e) BEAR 

34. GENERAL 

(a) NEAR (b) REEL (c) AREA 

(d) RAGE (e) LANE 

35. DESTROY 

(a) DESERT (b) STORM (c) DECRY 

(d) YEAST (e) TRUST 

36. REFERENCE 

(a) REFEREE (b) FENCE (c) REFER 

(d) FREE (c) REEF 

In the word 'CANDIDATE': 

37. How many sets of two letters have as much letters 
between them as in the alphabetical order? 

(«) 1 (b) 2 (c) 3 

(d) 4 (c) None 

38. If all the letters in the word were arranged al¬ 
phabetically, the fourth letter from the end would be: 


(a) E 

(b) D (c) C (d) I (r) N 

Letters in words given below follow a similar code. 

Your task is to find out the right code letter for letter 

enclosed in box: 


39. R E 

G 

AIN 

(a) x 


(b) 1 (c) d (d) w 

(e) P 


if) 1 

40. S T 

R 

I d] E 

(a) X 


(b) p (c) d (d) b 

(e) h 


0 q 

41. N O 

M 

B E R 

(«) g 


(b) w (c) z (d) V 

(e) X 


0 d 

42.[T] a 

I 

LOR 

(«) j 


(b) h (c) d (d) p 

(e) f 


0) y. 

43. C U 

S 

T O pM] 

(a) g 


(b) k (c) q (d) z 

(c) f 


0 h 

44. B U 

S 

T(T1 E 

(«) q 


(i) z (c) X (d) h 


W V 0 y 

45. If the word'PRINCE'is coded as'QQIMDD'therr 
'STRONG'would be: 

(a) TSTMPF (b) RSTPNF 

(c) RSSNOE (0) TSSNOP 

Study the following figure carefully. 



46. How many squares are there in the figure? 

(«) 5 (b) 6 (c) 7 (d) 8 

47. Count the number of triangles in the figure: 

(fl) 10 (b) 12 (c) 17 (d) 14 

48. Among A, B, C, D and E, B is shorter than D but 
taller than B who is taller than C. A is taller than E but not 
as tail as D. If all are standing according to their heights 
and we start counting from the tallest, who would be 
fourth? 

(a) A (b) B (c) C (d) D (e) E 

49. A cask is filled with a special liquid. IWo litres of 
liquid are drawn out and the same amount of water is 
added to file cask. Again three litres of liquid plus water 
are drawn out from the cask and three litres of water is 
poured into it If now the rafio between water and liauid 
is 2 :1 how much special liquid was there in Ae cask in 
the beginning? (In litres) 

(a) 8 (b) 6 (c) 10 (d) 12 

Three ladies A, B and E and four gentlemen C, D, F 
and G can be seen in a photograph, standing in a line. 

No two ladies are together. 

Bis to the right of C. 

A is between F and D. 

G is not near B or E. 

E and F are together. 

D is not to the right of B. 

50. Who are on extreme ends? 

(a)GandB (b) CandF 

(c) BandD (d) None of these 

51. Who is exactly in the middle? 

(a) A (b) F (c) E (d) None of these 

52. A lady has Rs 122 in 2,5 and 10 rupee notes. She 
has two 5 rupee notes mors than 10 rupee notes and' the 
total number of notes is 25. How many 2 rupee notes does 
she have? 

(a) 9 (b) 10 (c) 8 (d) 11 (e) None of these 

53. There are 36 covi^ in a herd. 20 are white and 28 
are brown. How many have both the colours? 

(a) 12 (b) 10 (c) 16 (d) 14 
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ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (b) The series is 1*-1; 2^-1; 3^-1... 

2. (c) The series is 1^X3; 2^X3; 3^X3; 4^X3... 

3. (c) The series islX2 = 2;2X3 = 6;6X4 = 24; 24X5=120. 

4. (b) There are two series, 3,6,9... and 7,14,21... 

5. (d) Add 2,4,8,16,32 to munbers. 

6. (a) Therearetwoseries,2,3,4...and 10,9,8... 

7. (e) Numbers second, fourth, sixth are reversed digits of their 

preceding numbm. 

8. (<0 Add3,6.12,24...tonumbers. 

9. (d) Itisx:x^ 10. (b) Itisx:x. 

11. («) Itisx:3x + l/(xX3) + l 

12. (c) Ili8X^x’i.c.,2* ;2*::5^5* 

13. (a) The total of numbers line-wise and column-wise is 40. 

14. (a) The totalline-wise and column-wise is 42. 

15. (c) Anti-clockwise, 30 -14 = 4*; 11 -10 = 1^ 22 -13 = 3^.. 

16. (a) Cloclcwise,3X3 = 9;3X7 = 21;2X3 = 6;2X7 = 14; 

4X3 =12; 4X7 = 28... 

17. (b) 18. m ■ 19. (<0 20. (b) 

21. (c) 22. (d) *23. (d) 24. (e) 

25. (b) 

26. (d) abcab/abcab/.... 27. (c) bcacb/bcacb/... 

28. (c) caba/acaba/acaba/... 

29. (d) bbacc/aabcc/bbacc/aabcc/... 

30. (c) 31. (d) 32. (a) 

33. (a) All the others have one letter other than letters of file lead 
word. 


34. (r) All the ofiicrs have letters from the word only. This has an 

extra 'A'. 

35. (c) Same as 33 but the odd-man has two outsiders T and U. 

36. (<■} In ail the others the order of the borrowed letters has not been 

changed. 

37. (b) A and D; Hand I. 38. (a) The order is AACDDONT. 
39. to 44. Match common letters wifit cemmon codes, e.g., ER is 

commem in questions 39 to 41 then 42 has Rand 44 has E only, 
hence their codes would be: E—x and R—d. 

39. (h) 40. (d) 41. (c) 42. (b) 

43. (a) 44. (f) 

45. (d) For code, P, I, C have next letters and the rest the preceding 

letter. Same applies to the word STROTvIG. 

46. (c) 47. (c) 48. (b) 49. (b) 

50. (a) The order is GDAFECB. 51. (b) 

52. (d) 8 five rupee notes and 6 ten rupee notes. 

53. (a) 54. B 55. A 56. D 

57. B 58. C 59. D 60. C 

61. A 62. B 63. D 

For answering questions 64 to 73, study each figure individually and 
see its relation with other figures. The figure may change dltemtAely or 
regularly, may till or swing or move along certain jmints or ala definite 
speed cfockti'tse or anti-clockwise, may rmr/ne Tvhile mooing or reverse 
itself. The movement may be right to left, uo and down or vice-versa. 
Something may be added or drop^ methodically. 

64. D ffi. A 66. B 67. E 68. C 69. A 70. D 71. D 
72. B 73. C 
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WfeNfeKAL INitiLUtvKNvi: 


TEST OF REASONING t 


ODD-MAN 

Find the odd-man out: 


1. (fl) Marich 

(b) Meghnad 

(c) Bhishma 

(d) Angad 

(r) Kaushalya 


2. (a) Kennedy 

(b) Churchill 

(c) Dr Radhakrishnan 

(d) VV.Giri 

(c) Abraham Lincoln 


3. (a) water (b) milk 

(c) curd 

(d) wine (d) squash 

4. (a) England (b) Sri Lanka (c) Japan 

(d) Korea (c) New Zealand 

5. (a) radish 

(b) turnip 

(c) tomato 

(d) potato 

(c) oniim 


6. (a) rabbit 

(b) deer 

(f) bison 

{d) rhino 

(c) jackal 


7. (a) river 

(6) valley 

(c) glacier 

(d) wind 

(<') water-fall 


8. (a) sparrow 

(b) curlew 

(c) cuckoo 

(d) parrot 

(c) owl 


ANALOGIES 


Words in questions given below have a definite 
relationship. Your task in to tick-mark (✓) the choice with 
similar relationship. 

9. hair: head 

(a) hand; arm 
{b) teeth: mouth 
(c) footpath: road 

{if) tea-leaves: mountain slopes 

10. fore: hind 

(fl) face: neck (b) north ; south 

(c) land ; sea (d) sky: space 

11. triangle: rectangle 
(«) point: line 

(b) arc:circle 

(c) square: rightangle 

(d) pentagon: hexagon 

12. rogue: rascal 

(a) murderer; cruelty 


(b) polite; harsh 

(c) spendthrift: extravagant 

(d) notorious: famous 

13. horse:cow 

(a) milk: icecream (b) snqw: water 

(c) pink: blue (d) Mars: Moon 

14. hat:headwear 

(a) shark: fish 

(b) crocodile: alligator 

(c) glove:hand 

(d) shoe:socks 

15. milk:butter 

(a) chilli:spices (b) wood:paper 

(c) banana: fruit (d) juice: health 

16. watch: time 

(a) barometer: pressure 

(b) lactometer: milk 

(c) yard : metre 

(d) hour:minute 

Match questions 17 to 22 with A, B, C D, E and F on 
the basis of the relationship among tfte items given. The 
relationship among the items should be die same ir¬ 
respective of the order in which they are placed. 

17. thread : dress: needle 

(A) pocket: purse: money 

18. book: press: reader 

(B) clock: arms: numbers 

19. pillow : bed : quilt 

(C) history: geography: economics 

20. cow : black: dog 

(D) chisel: hammer; statue 

21. house: fan: room 

(E) forests; plains: mountaiits 

22. crow: horse: shark 

(F) pharmacy: patient: medicine 

_ MISCELLANEOUS _ 

Five persons Amar, Bhishma, Charudutta, Divakar 
and Edmund are travelling from one city to anodier but 
not in the same order. The places from which diey are 
starting and those they are going to are as follows: 

Bhopal to Hyderabad, Calcutta to Bhopal, Delhi to 
Calcutta. 

Hyderabad to Lucknow and LucknBw to Delhi. 

Amar and BKishma have nothing to do with Bhopal or 
Hyderabad. 
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Charudutta and Divakar are neither starting fix>m nor 
going to Delhi or Lucknow. 

Edmund and Bhishma are neither going to nor stairting 
horn Calcuttau , 

EMvakar and Ecin\und are not starting from Bhopal. 

Now mafdi the person witti the journey he is going 
to undertake: 


23. Amar 

24. Bhishma 

25. Charudutta 

26. Ehvakar 

27. Edmund 


(A) Bhopal to Hyderabad 

(B) Calcutta to Bhopal 

(C) Delhi to Calcutta 

(D) Hyderabad to Lucknow 

(E) Lucknow to E>elhi 


28. Renu has seventh position from the top and Chan¬ 
da is 16th from the last. If .there are 15 girls in between, how 
many girls are there is the class? 


(fl) 36 (W 37 (c) 38 id) 39 (e)40 


In a developing Housing Board Colony sectors A, B, 
C and D lack certain facilities. The auAotities have 
proposed one out of four facilities club, hospital, shop¬ 
ping centre and park, for each sector. 

Park has not been proposed for sectors A and D nor 
will they have shopping centre. 

C and B wiU not have club or hospital. 

B will not have park and D will not have a hospital. 

29. Sector C will have: 

(fl) club ib) hospital 

(c) shopping-centre W) park 

30. Qub will be in sector: 

(fl) A ib) B (c) C id) D 

A person starts from his office, goes one km south to 
post-office and posts a letter Then he turns left and after 
going two kilometres, reaches the local hospital and 
visits a patient. Then he turns right and goes two 
kilometres, again he turns right and reaches his 
daughter's school. He picks her up from school, turns left 
and after one kilometre, reaches home. 

31. How far is his office from his home as the crow 

flies? (in kilometres) _ 

(fl) 4 km ib) Vr + 2^ 

(c) V2^ + 3^ id) None of these 

32. How far is school from the post ofrice as the crow 

flies? __ 

(fl) Vji+2j ib) 2km 

(c) V2* + 2^ id) None of these 


_ SYLLOGISMS _ 

TYPE I 

In questions given below, a situation has been exjdained in 
fl few statements followed ly a conclusion. You have to say 
whether the conclusion: 

id) necessanly follows from the statements 
ib) is only a long drawn one 
(c) definitely does not follow from the statements 
id) is doub^ as the data provided is inadequate 
Note: Your answers ^tould only be in the li^t of the state¬ 


ments given. 

Statements: 

33. 1. Mr X, the President of a country is ratharuhpc^ular 

among coOeagues. 

2. Siaprisingly, after a recent direct electkm, he won a 
second term too. 

Conclusion: He used underhand tricks during elections. 

(fl) □ ib) □ (c) □ id) Q 

Statements: 

34. 1. Wars were a regular feature of the past history. 

2. Now a days, tlrere are so many international oi^ 
ganizations to maintain peace in the world. 

3. Wars and bloody clashes still break out in (Hie part 
of the world or tne other. 

Conclusion: In Spite of all the education, development and 
awareness, most of us are still possessed with 
that barbarian instict to fight. 

(fl) a ib) □ (c) □ id) a 

Statements: 

35. 1. All business tycoons are bald. 

2. Rustamji is bald. 

Conclusion: Rustamji is a business tycoon. 

(fl) □ ib) □ (r) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

36. 1. Skin looses its natural glow if too many cosmetics 

are applied. 

2. Madam Maria's skin Icxrks parched and colourless. 
Conclusion: She has been using tc» many cosmetics. 

(fl) □ (« □ fc) □ «) □ 

Statements: 

37. 1. The Centre is worried about the lack of law and 

order in certain parts of a State. 

2. The State concerned is not seeking help from 
Centre. 

Conclusion: The State does not want nor cares to restore 
law end order in that area. 

(fl) □ ib) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

38. 1. All political leaders wear khadi. 

2. Most of our village folk wear khadi too. 

Conclusion: A majority of leaders comes from villages. 

(fl) □ ib) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

39. 1. Rahul, a chain smoker is suffering from asthma. 

2. Another asthma patient Rohit has been chain 
smoker too. 

3. Shailesh is a chain smoker. 

Conclusion: Shailesh will ultimately suffer from asthma. 

(fl) a ib) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

TYPED 

In questions 40-47, statements 1 and 2 are followed by 
conclt^Ums I and U. Tiding the sttOements to be true althougn 
they may appear at variance with commonly accepted facts, tide- 
mark your answers as under: 

id) Only I follows from fite statements. 
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(b) Only n follows from the statements. 

(c) Either I or II follows. 

(<0 Neither I nor II follows. 

(e) Both I and II follow from the statements. 
Statements: 

40. 1. All bulbs are trees. 

2. All flowers are trees. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some bulbs are flowers, 
n. No flower is a bulb. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

41. 1. Some crows are dogs. 

2. Ail dogs are frogs. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some frogs ate crows. 

II. No crow Is a frog. 

(a) □ (b) a (c) □ (d) a 

Statements; 

42. 1. All buses are horns. 

2. All horns are tyres. 

Conclusions: 

I. All horns are buses. 

II. Ail buses are tyres. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements; 

43. 1. Some books are pencils. 

2. Some pencils are rubbers. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some rubbers are books. 

II. Some rubbers are pencils. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statetnents: 

44. 1. All magazines are libraries. 

2. Some libraries are roads. 

Conclusbns: 

1. Some roads are magazines, 
n. All libraries are magazines. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ id) □ 

Statements: 

45. 1. Some boys are teachers. 

2. Some men are teachers. 

Conclusions: 


ie) □ 


(e) □ 


(«f) □ 


ie) □ 


(e) □ 


I. Some boys are men. 

II. Every teacher is either boy or man. 

(a) □ ib) □ (c) □ id) □ ie) □ 

Statements: 

46. 1. Only those criminals were punished who were not 
murderers. 

2. All murderers were thieves. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some thieves were not punished. 

’ n. All thieves were murderers. 

(a) □ ib) □ (c) □ id) Q ie) □ 


Statements; 

Al7. 1. The girls who played the match were either tall or 

fat. 

2. All tall girls put on saris or loongis. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some players were wearing saris. 

II. Some fat girls were wearing saris. 

(«) J -1 (t; J yf.1) □ ie) □ 

TYPE III 

In taking decisions about important questions, it is desirable 
to be able to distinguish between strong arguments and weak 
arguments so far as the^ are related to the question. A weak 
argument may be of minor importance, mcy not be directly 
related to the question or may be related to some trivial aspect of 
the question. In questions given below, each question is followed 
by arguments / and II. You have to decide which of the a^uments 
is strong and which is weak, then tick-mark your answers as 
under: 

(a) Only I is strong 

{b) Only II is strong 

(c) Either I or II is strong 

(d) Neither I nor II is strong 

(e) Both I and II are strong 

48. Is Operation Blackboard more important than 
post-graduate and professional education? 

1. Yes, illiteracy must be totally removed at all cost 
so that we become an enlightened nation as a 
whole. 

n. No, neglecting post-graduate and professional 
education would result in qualitative deteriora¬ 
tion and would push us years behind the other 
nations. 

{a) □ (b) □ (c) □ id) □ (e) □ 

49. Is investment in the fields of space and nuclear 

research waste of our finances? 

I. Yes, other crucial problems are lamentably in 
need of funds. 

II. No, the programmes help us in being abreast 
wi^ the rest of the world in the nuclear race. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ id) □ (c) □ 

50. Should the general public be frightened of the 

police? 

I. Yes, frightened persons do not indulge in 
criminal activities. 

n. No, policemen are just ordinary persons like 
anybody else. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

51. CZan Jazz be managed on Indian instruments? 

I. Yes, Indian instruments are more musical Bran 
western instruments. 

II. No, Indian instruments lack the special musical 
notes that are an essential part of 'Jazz'. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

52. Is childhood the happiest period of life? 

I. Yes, it is the only time in life when one is free from 
responsibilities and tensions. 
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II. No, children have to obey odiers all the time. 

(a) a (b) a (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

53. V^^l there be a powerhouse on the moon to pro¬ 
vide us witfi electricity? 

1. Yes, the scientists are planning one. 
n. No, the project would be too costly to be imple¬ 
mented. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

54 Does India need as many old homes as the western 
countri^s have? 

I. Yes, India has an equal number of old people or 
perhaps more than the western coimtries. 
n. No, in most of the families, the old prefer to live 
with their children and spend a happy time 
among their grand children and are loved and 
respected by all. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ id) □ (e) □ 

TYPE IV 

In questions ^ven below, a statement is followed by implica¬ 
tions I and 11 An Implication is an underlying hint or suggestion 
that is taken for granted. Tick-mark your ansroers as under: 

(a) If only I is implicit 

(b) If only n is implicit 

(c) If either I or 11 is implicit 
id) If neither I nor II is implicit 
(e) If both I and 11 are implicit 

Statement: 

55. A further confirmation by the Finance Minister 
that the prices of essential items would not be raised was a 
welcome feature for the public. 

Implications: 

I. He proposes to raise prices of luxury items, 
n. Some people had doubted the Finance Minister's 
announcement regarding the stability of prices of 
essential items. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ id) □ ie) □ 

Statement: 

56. 8th March is marked as International Women's 
Day to celebrate women's struggle for equal rights and to 
evaluate and celebrate their social, political, economic and 
all the other achievements. 

Implications: 

1. Women plan all their activities on 8th March only, 
n. Men had been enjoying certain righte that were 
denied to women. 

id) □ (b) □ (c) □ id) □ ie) □ 

Statement: 

57. Prayers are sometimes arujwered when there is no 
clpncefor hope. 

Impftioalions: 

I. Sometimes, we do get helped miraculously, 
n. God shows favour only when we are in absolute 
despair. 

ia) □ (b) □ (c) □ id) □ ie) □ 

Statement: 

58. Virtually all bosses ate pt«)blem bosses in one way 


or the other.. 

Implications: 

I. No employee other tiuin boss creates problems. 

II. Boss and employees never have coordination. 

id) a (b) a (c) □ id) Q (e) Q 

Statement: 

59. First defeat often becomes a key to victcxcy fbr 
some players. 

Implications: 

I. After first defeat titey come to know where tiwy 
stand and what tiiey have to achieve. 

II. After first defeat^ every player is bound to win. 

ia) □ (b) □ (c) □ id) □ ie) □ 

Statement: 

60. The case of burglary at the local museum has been 
handed over to CBl. 

Implications: 

I. The local investigation department is not com- 
p^nt and intelligent enough to solve it. 
n. The hand of some lutional or international gang 
is suspected in the tiieft. 
id) □ -(b) □ (c) □ (d) □ ie) a 

Statement: 

61. Roads and other areas around hospitals are 
marked as silence zone. 

Implications: 

I. Hospitals do not have sound-proof doors. 

II. Noisy vehicles disturb patients. 

id) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) a ie) □ 

TYPEV 

In each qu^tion below is given a statement followed by Uoo 
courses of cations numbered! and II. A course enaction is a step 
or administrative decision to be taken for improvement, follow¬ 
up or further action in regard to the problem, policy etc. on the 
basis of the information in the statement. You have to assume 
everything in the statement to be true, then decide which of the 
two suggested courses of action logically follows for pursuit^. 
G we answer: 

id) If only I follows 

(b) If only n follows 

(c) If either I or II follows 

(d) if neither I nor 11 follows 

ie) if both land II follow 
Statement: 

62. A strike for indefinite period broke out when tite 
authorities huned down the demand of the workers and 
refused to talk to their leaders. 

Courses of Action: 

I. The authorities should dismiss all tiie workers 
and recruit new ones. 

n. A fiesh talk between authorities and leaders of 
the workers should be resumed. 
ia) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ ie) □ 

Statement: 

63. A huge area of tiie capital was waterlogged after a 
heavy rain due to the non-functioning of the drainage 
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system. 

Cotmes of Action: 

I. A gang should be sent to clean the drainage sys¬ 
tem. 

II. The residents of that area should be supplied 
with boats. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Statement: 

64. Mastinapur has the infrastructure for wildlife ad- 
venturi.sm both for inland and overseas tourists and 
naturalists provided the present wildlife sanctuary is 
modernised. 

Courses of Action: 

I. l.T.D.C. should build a five star hotel in the heart 
of the sanctuary. 

II. Some modern species of flora and fauna should 
be developed in the area concerned. 

(rt) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

65. A great mass of agitated citizens demanded resig¬ 
nation of the Chief Minister and a judicial probe into the 
police firing on demonstrators holding a peace march to 
his residence. 

Courses of Action: 

I. The Chief Minister should justify the order of 
firing. 

II. He should i.s.sue an order of inquiry against the 
officers who ordered firing. 

(a) □ (fj) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Statement: 

66. The scenic Naini lake must be saved from pollu¬ 
tion caused by rubbish brought in through drains. 

Courses of Action: 

I. Steel wire netting should be placed on all drains 
leading to the lake. 

II. The drains should be provided with catch-kits 
which can easily be cleaned regularly. 

(a) □ (h) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

67. A majority of cancer patients in Orissa suffer from 
quid-bed or oral cancer as a result of chewing paan (betel 
leaves) according to a study. 

Courses of Action: 

I. The major hospitals should be provided with the 
latest cancer therapy equipments, 
n. The hazard of chewing paan and tobacco along 
with its deadly results should be made known to 
the citizens of Orissa through all medias. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

68. In spite of the promise to regularise the services of 
workers serving on daily wages, the Board only offered to 
employ them on contract basis. 

Courses of Action: 

I. The workers should approach the higher 
authoritie.s. 


n. All the workers should stop working on daily 
wages. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ . (e) □ 

TYPE VI 

Eac/t question given beloiv has a statement frlbwed by 
reasons Rl and Rll. Afjpty the reasons to the statement arid. 
tick-mark your ansvxrs as under: 

(a) Only Rl Is the reason for the statement 
(f>) Only Rll is the reason for the statement 

(c) Either Rl or Rll is the reason for the statement. 

(d) Neither Rl nor Rll is the reason for the statement 
(r) Both ly and Rll are the reasons for th^statement 

69. The Coast Guard plans to acquire more Fast Patrol 
Vessels and upgrade its armament. 

Rl. The Coast Guard had been slack because it did 
not have the right armament or vessels. 

RII. With the supply of these vessels and armament, 
die Coast Guard would be more efficient and 
modernized. 

(rt) □ {b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

70. People of a certain city were delighted when Water 
Supply Department was transferred to Public Health 
Department. 

Rl. They were sure of getting.clean drinking water. 
RII. They had more faith in Public Health Depart¬ 
ment. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

71. The rally, organised as a campaign for social jus¬ 
tice was addressed by a galaxy of leaders. 

Rl. All leaders of India had joined the rally and 
wanted to speak out their mind. 

Rll. Every leader had a different thing to say. 

(a) □ (h) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

72. The Rajasthan Roadways has decided to d istribute 
50 per cent of the additional profit above the target to the 
staff of the depot as an incentive. 

Rl. It would result in enthusiasm among the staff. 

Rll. The scheme would bring in more profit for the 
Rajasthan Roadways. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

1. (c) He is the only Mahabharat character among the 

Ramayan characters. 

2. (b) He is the only Prime Minister among Presidents. 

3. (c) All the others are liquids/drinks. 

4. (d) All the others are islands. 

5. (c) All the others are root vegetables. 

6. ((?) It is the only non-vegetarian creature among 

vegetarians. 

7. (b) All the others have movement 

8. (b) It Is the only water-bird among land-birds. 

9. (d) One grows on the other. 
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10. (b) The words point to opposite dbections. 

11. (d) Both have one line extra. 

12. (c) Both mean almost the same. 

13. (c) Both belong to die same genera] group. 

14. (a) One describes die category to which the other 

belongs. 

15. (b) One is a product of the other. 

16. (a) One is an instrument to measure the other. 


17. D 

18. F 

19. B 

20. E 

21. A 

2Z C 

23. C 

24. E 

25. A 

26. B 

27. D 

28. (c) 

29. (d) 

30. (d) 

31. (a) 

32. (b) 

33. (c) 

34. («) 

35. (d) 

36. (b) 

37. (c) 

38. (c) 

39. (b) 



The questions of the next set are best answered by drawing 
diagrams of dll the probabilities and then reaching thefool-proof 
conclusion. 



48. 

(e) 

49. (b) 

50. 

(d) 

51. 

(d) 

51 

(«) 

53. (c) 

54. 

(b) 

55. 

(e) 

56. 

(b) 

57. (n) 

*58. 

(d) 

59. 

(«) 

60. 

(c) 

61. (b) 

62. 

(b) 

63. 

(«) 

64. 

(d) 

65. (c) 

66. 

(e) 

67. 

(t) 

68. 

(«) 

69. (b) 

70. 

(«) 

71. 

(d) 


72. (e) 





DEVELOPMENT 

COURSE 

# in 3 months! » By POST? 

Now, you sifi longer need bo 
kmguB-ned — tor wont of 
numiGY In EngllshI 


Look. you moy be 
waM-quattfied: you may be 
good at WRITING eweiything 
m English; but con you SPEAK 
Engkih smoothly, readily and 
without hesitations? Are you 
fluent enough to explain 
Ideos. discuss problems, 
describe things, teW stories, 
narrate events, express 
emotions or argue that 
something Is the case? 

s/tonember Ms- You don't 
become fluent Just because 
you con ask one-Kne questions 
or give one-Hne repkes or 
mato one-line stotementsl 
You become fluent only when 
you can speak at some length. 
For some time at a stretch. 

Conventional methods 
won't work! 

^tou see, you WONT be oble 
to speofc fluent English by using 
the English you wrfle os a 
modell NOR by leammg 
ready-made sentences by 
hearti NOR by tronsloilng 
sentences In your mother- 
tongue into EngllshI You CANT 
pick up fluency from audio or 
video cassettes, ettherl 

The only method that 
works! 

ro speak fluent English, you 
need our research-tsased 
techNquesI TechrHquet that 
help you compose whaf you 
want to say and say It AT THE 
SAME TMBaaddy and eaOyl 


Our Course teaches you these 
techniques. Hi 3 months! By 
sm Mind you, you cqn 
learn our techniquot in your 
spore time — In the privacy 
of your homel 

e Our Course helps you 
break free of hesitations and 
speak EngkSh with a 
slream-Hke flowi Yes, whether 
you're havfng a friendly chat 
or a serious conversotlonl 

e Our Course help* you 
gsHDerote ond juggle wHh 
Engllsh-speech - SPONTA-. 
NEOUSLYI Yes, whether you're 
among friends, at a poly, at 
an intenrlew. at the negoSla- 
tlng table, on the ptatform or 
anywherel 

Our learners 

CXir learners Include CMI Service 
Officers. Judicial OffioerE 
CXmnMoned OtSoen Doctors, 
Advocatet Engjneea. JtumdSds, 
BrecuSves, Buslnesimen. CMI 
Service candldalet and Condi- 
dates lor off caieer-competlllonsi 

Act NOWI 

sf Don't forgot this: Others 
assess you and judge your, 
quoltly and worih from yotff 
spoken performance — to 
English. From how fluenflv you 
speak ErxjkshI So HURRY \ 

For BOOKLET i 
APPLICATION FORM, send 
us Bt. SA by MO or PO -• 
TODAYI (Your M address to 
CAPITAL& please) 


NF2B C. ElAMAKfMRA P.O., 
OOCMN IXOCHI)^ 028. 







Improve Your Word Power 


1. augur; (a) hurt (&) reform (c) signify (cf) heal. 

2. babble: (a) chatter (b) restrai n (c) prevent (d) bor¬ 
row. 

3. coruscate: (a) define (b) sparkle (c) hesitate 
(d) confine. 

4. dossier: (a) shelf (b) record (c) competition (d) 
failure. 

5. effete: (a) exhausted (h) excited (c) pleasant 
(d) stupid. 

6. fiat: (a) vehicle (b) promotion (c) retirement 
(d) order. 

7. gibberish: (a) sermon (b) sensible (c) salva¬ 
tion (d) nonsense. 

8. hock: (a) punish (b) promise (c) pledge 
(d) repent. 

9. jackpot: (a) container (b) liquid (c) victory 
(d) prize. 

10. lampoon (v): (a) praise (b) lend (c) ridicule 
(d) travel. 

11. mendacious: (a) false (b) spiritual (c) factual 
(d) imaginary. 

12. nippy: (a) expensive (b) quick (c) cheap (d) funny. 

13. overbearing; (a) helpful (b) lordly (c) humble 
(d) brilliant. 

14. -panden (a) recommend (b) withdraw (c) with¬ 
hold (d) encourage. 

15. rap: (a) advise (2:) participate (c) criticise 
(d) transfer. 

16. scuttle: (a) succeed (b) shout (c) sabotage (d) pol¬ 
lute. 

17. tutelage: (a) protection (b) rejection (c) dejection 
(d) perfection. 

18. urbane: (a) rude (b) polite (c) indifferent 
(d) relevant. 

19. vilify: (a) commend (b) communicate (r) perform 
(d) defame. 

20. wallow: (a) delight (b) dislike (c) urge (d) awaken. 

ANSWERS 


1. augun (c) signify, foretell. 

—The quality of your work augurs well (for you) for 
the examinations next week. 

2. babble: (a) chatter, gossip. 

—When the speaker got excited, he started babbling in 
a language that none could understand. 

3. coruscate: (6) sparkle, flash. 

—His humorous poetry is a rare example of coruscat¬ 
ing wit and wisdom. 

4. dossier (b) record, file. 

—^The police is making/keeping a separate dossier of 
all those wno are potential trouble-makers in the town. 


5. effete: (a) exhausted, decadent, feeble. 

—A government rocked by frequent scandals/corrup¬ 
tion charges is an ^ete set of people with no credibility. 

6. fiat: (d) order, decree. 

—Not by fiats alone can we mould people to become 
humane and compassionate in their day-to-day dealings. 

7. gibberish: (d) nonsense, meaningless (talk). 

—Most of the time the speaker kept talking gibberish 
on current affairs. 

8. hock: (c) pledge, pawn. 

—^Before his loan was sanctioned, he had to hock his 
house with the lending agency. 

9. jackpot: (d) prize, bonanza. 

—Millions buy lottery tickets but only a few lucky 
ones hit the jackpot (win the prize). 

10. lampoon (v): (c) satirise, ridicule. 

—The Shankar Weekly's cartoons used to mercilessly 
lampoon the leading politicians of the day. 

11. mendacious; (a) false, untruthful. 

—In order to tarnish the public image of his opponent, 
he has got a mendacious story planted in the local news¬ 
paper. 

12. nippy: (6) quick, active. 

—The Japanese have introduced a nippu little car for 
joy-riders. 

13. overbearing: (6) lordly, arrogant, dictatorial. 

—Due to his over-bearing behaviour, the officer is very 
unpopular among his subordinate staff. 

14. pander: (d) encourage, cater, gratify. 

—Yellow journalism often panders to the public love of I 
frauds or character assassination of leading personalities. ' 

15. rap; (c) criticise, rebuke, reproach. 

—The Minister was rapped in the House for making 
indiscreet remarks against women. 

16. scuttle: (c) sabotage, demoli.sh 

—Some of the plans for the uplift of the weaker sec¬ 
tions got scuttled due to ffnancial constraints. 

17. tutelage: (a) protection, guardianship. 

—Some children who are the victims of terrorism, are 
being brought up under the tutelage of social organisa¬ 
tions. 

18. uibane; (b) polite, civil. 

—The new officer could earn the confidence and affec¬ 
tion of his staff due to his urbane manners. 

19. vilify: (d) defame, belittle. 

—Most of the arguments put forth during the debate 
were aimed at vilifying the image of the government. 

20. wallow: (a) delight, revel. * 

—Some artistes glorify tragedy and resort to vxillowing 
in self-pity. 
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PARAGRAPH-WRITING 


MODEL PARAGRAPHS 


A thi|ig of beauty is a joy 
for ever. 

A scene, an object, a face or an 
artistic creation, whatever embodies 
beauty in any form or existence, be¬ 
comes a source of joy for ever. No 
doubt, beauty also lies in the eye of 
the beholder. A view or a moment 
of flashing beauty can be recollected 
in solitude or tranquillity and there 
lies the eternal life of beauty. Cynics 
may aver that beauty is a 'nine days 
wonder' and hence transitory and il- 
lusoiy, but the fact remains that all 
beautiful objects, whether natural or 
man-made, enrich human life 
beyond all parameters of com¬ 
prehension and calculation. 

Glimpses of beauty galvanise 
human fancy, which in turn moulds 
them into rare objects of art and ar¬ 
chitecture. The impact of beauty on 
human instincts, emotions, mind 
and soul is equally captivating and 
rapturous. A glance of beauty is 
enough to lead a life of emotional 
fulfilment and spiritual emancipa¬ 
tion. Lucky are those whose physi¬ 
cal as well as mental faculties are in 
a state of harmony with all that is 
beautiful. It is this harmonious 
relationship that perpetuates the 
trance that is bom out of joy for ever. 

If winter comes, can spring 
be far behind? 

The darker the night, the 
brighter the dawn; the deadlier the 
winter, the livelier the spring; and 
intenser the human depression, the 
brighter the determination—these 
are the normal sequence qf 
phenomena in the natural as well as , 
human world around us. However 
harsh or hostile the milieu, the soul 
within the human body is bound to 
come out unscathed and trium¬ 
phant in all circumstances provided 


we nurse and nurture an optimistic 
attitude towards life. Even in the 
event of an all-pervasive monotony 
and morbidity, the glory and gran¬ 
deur of human faith and fortitude, 
bear fruit and the clouds of despon¬ 
dency get dispersed before the sun¬ 
shine of human doggedness and 
doughty defiance. One should not 
feel cowed down by the chill and 
chagrin of the dark forces. There is 
no denying the fact that it is hope 
that sways the world and 
rejuvenates human .spirits just as 
spring embellishes the landscape 
with multi-coloured life and loveli¬ 
ness. If winter symboli.se.s decay, 
spring stands for splendour and 
sophistication of nature. After a 
long winter, when spring makes the 
earth sprout and dance with vigour 
and vibrancy, every human heart 
wakes up to a new mood to seek 
new heights and search for the 
latent strength within. 

It matters not how a man 
dies but how he lives. 

—Samuel folmsoii 
Rightly .said it is the way one 
lives that matters the most on the 
vast stage of this world beset with 
trials and tribulations, traumas and 
triumphs. Death, of course, is a sor¬ 
did stroke that brings down the cur¬ 
tain on the pulsating heart, that 
happens to be the treasure trove of 
many desires and dare devil acts. 
Poets do not write about the glory 
of death nor do singers sing paeans 
of praise of it It is the men of vision 
and wisdom who add new feathers 
to the many splendoured aspects of 
life through their guts and grit Men 
of straw only chase illusory images 
of success and failure, and hence 
find no mention or place in the long 
annals of time. But there have been 
men/women bom with exceptional 
abilities of head and heart, who. 


despite harrowing hurdles and 
awkward obstalces in their way, 
have carried the torch of struggle 
further and rendered the contours 
of life more meticulous and mean¬ 
ingful. Thus they' were able to carve 
a niche for themselves in the 
memories of millions, because their 
life was a sonorous saga of selfless- 
services. It is only such persons as 
make history with the strength of 
their conviction and comnaitment 
and thus improve the quality of life 
for all. 

Revenge is a wild justice. 

—Francis Bacon 
The policy of 'tit for tat' was 
preached and practised in the dis¬ 
tant past when the light of 
knowledge and warmth of human 
redations were conspicuous by their 
absence. Since then man has 
travelled a long distance from ig¬ 
norance to intellectual innovations, 
savagery to civilisationai considera¬ 
tions. The resort to animal-like reac¬ 
tions, even in the face of gravest 
provocations, should be a thing of 
the past. 'An eye-ball for an eye¬ 
ball' is the language of a barbarian 
who has not been fed on the cura¬ 
tive milk of reason and conciliation. 
Apparently, to an ill-informed 
mind, the instant temptation 
against an offence, real or imagi¬ 
nary, may be 'paying back in the 
same coin' but to the enlightened, 
revenge in any form, is the most 
wild and wicked manifestation of 
anger. Such a jarring justice brings 
nothing but bitterness and bad- 
blood in its trail. Undoubtedly, most 
of the conflicts the world over have 
taken place as a result of man's in¬ 
flated ego or inherent inclination to 
teach a lesson to his opponent. 

When we opt for revenge or vile 
vengeance, we straight away walk 
into the trap laid for us by the 
devil. 
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Facts about Science 


SCIENTIFIC TERMS 

{Terms in Science including Terms in 
Biolog}/) 

Air Pollution: means fouling up 
of the atmosphere as a result of dis¬ 
charge into it of noxious and even 
poisonous fumes produced by 
automotive transportation, industrial 
wastes, nuclear explosions etc. The 
problem has recently assumed alarm¬ 
ing proportions and is engaging 
worldwide attention. 

Allotropy: existence of a chemi¬ 
cal element in two or more forms dif¬ 
fering in physical properties but 
giving rise to identical chemical com¬ 
pounds. 

Angiosperm: are those plants 
whose seeds are contained in an 
ovary. These are the true flowering 
plants. 

Bacteria: are minute living or¬ 
ganisms, appearing under a micro¬ 
scope as a group of tiny rt)ds, spheres 
of spinals. Some are essential to man, 
for making soil fertile, others are 
necessary in bread-baking, cheese- 
rttaking etc; certain bacteria are 
parasites, multiplying rapidly in 
bodies of animals or plants causing 
human diseases such as typhoid, 
cholera and influenza. 

Biological Clock: According to a 
U.S. ornithologist, Stephen T. Emien, 
varying amounts of day-light and 
seasonal changes secrete in the bodies 
of birds groups of hormones which 
govern their movements. The re¬ 
searcher is trying to identify these 
hormones and discover how they 
work so that he can unravel the 
mystery of the biological clock carried 
by all living beings including Itomo 
sapiens. 

Catalyst: The catalyst is a sub¬ 
stance which alters (accelerates or 
retards) the rate of a chemical reaction 
without undergoing any change in it¬ 
self during the whole reaction. 

Dielectric: Substance in which 


an electric field gives rise to a dis¬ 
placement of electric chaige rather 
than to a net flow; a substance capable 
of supporting an electric stress; a non¬ 
conductor of electricity; an insulator. 

Diy Docks; are enclosed spaces 
filled with water and the water can be 
drawn off as and when desired. In 
the.se spaces known as Dry Docks, 
ships are made to rest during the 
course of loading and unloading. Also 
Dry Docks serve for overhauling and 
repairing ships and other vessels. 
After the ships being docked, the 
water is let off. 

Ecliptic: The apparent path of 
the sun's annual motion, as a result of 
the motion of the earth round it, being 
a great circle on the Celestial Sphere. 

Enzymes: These are organic 
catalysts which actually accelerate the 
chemical reactions occurring in the 
living organism. For reference lipase 
speeds the hydrolysis of fats; diastase 
helps the conversion of starch to 
glucose. Fermentation of sugars to al¬ 
cohol is quickened by the presence of 
enzyme zymase. 

Fungi: A class of plants which 
have no chlorophyll (green colouring 
substance) and hence get their food 
either from living plants or animals or 
from dead matter. 

Fungus: A plant of the lowest 
order, having no chlorophyll in il,c.g., 
toads-tools, mushrooms etc. 

Helium-8: is a new element dis¬ 
covered by Russian scientists. Its 
nucleus has two protons and six 
neutrons—three times the normal 
number. The highly complex element 
can prove a boon to technology if it 
can be readily manufactured. 

Hormones: These are the inter¬ 
nal secretions of the ductless glands 
like pituitary, pancreas, suprarenal 
and thyroid which are passed directly 
into the blood inside vessels within 
the gland itself. These hormones exert 
a great influence upon health and 


development of Are body. Pancreas 
manufacture a hormone called insulin 
which assists in the assimilation of 
sugar, thus preventing a disease 
called diabetes. Adrenalin, a secretion 
of suprarenal glands controls blood 
pressure and tones the nerves. 
Thyroxine produced by the thyroid 
gland controls the growth as a whole 
whereas the secretion of the pituitary 
glands exerts a powerful influence on 
the development of skeletal struc¬ 
tures. 

Hydrolysis: Whenever there is 
an addition of water molecule to a 
chemical compound during the reac¬ 
tion the process is termed as 
Hydrolysis. 

Magnetic Sf'orm: It is an abnor¬ 
mal disturbance of the magnetic field 
of the earth. Magnetic storms are as¬ 
sociated with sunspots and occur al¬ 
most simultaneously with the latter. 
They interfere a lot with radio and 
telegraphic communications. 

Neon: an -inert gas which 
produces crimson glow when an 
electric discharge passes through it; 
familiar in advertising signs. 

Neutron: are natural particles 
each with a mass equal to that of 
proton and carrying no chaige. 

Osmosis: When a solution is 
separated from its pure solvent by a 
semi-permeable membrane, the 
molecules of the solvent only begin to 
flow across the membrane and reach 
the solution to dilute it more and more 
till the concentration is equal on both 
sides of the membrane. This 
phenomenon is known as osmosis. 

Example: Water passes through 
the cell walls of the root hair of the 
plant to the inside of the plant. 

Photon: is a quantum of light or 
electro-magnetic radiation. When a 
particle possessing an electrical 
charge changes 4ts momentum, 
photons are generated. 

Plasma Physics: is the science 
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which is being pressed into service to 
achieve controlled nuclear fusion, 
i'lasma is the fourth state of matter. It 
is ionised gas in which electric char¬ 
ges cancel out each other. The sun is 
believed to be consisting of hot plas¬ 
ma in which continuous nuclear 
fusion is the source of energy. Scien¬ 
tists arc trying to reproduce on a small 
scale the process going on in the sun. 
Pioneering work in tihis direction is 
being done by the Max Planck In¬ 
stitute of Plasma Physics at Gerching 
near Munich under the leadership of 
Dr M. Kaufmann. According to him, a 
fusion power station should be able to 
generate 5,000 to 10,000 mega-watts 
of power. 

Proton: stable elementary par¬ 
ticle with electric charge equal in 
magnitude to that of the electron but 
of opposite sign. Its mass is 1836.12 
times greater than that of the electron. 
The proton is a hydrogen ion and is a 
constituent of all other atomic nuclei. 

Pulsars: Earlier named L.G.M. 
(Little Green Men) by British 
astronomers, these are four still-to-be- 
identified heavenly bodies sending a 
confusing combination of light,.and 
radio pulses to the earth. They are 
about equal to the earth in volume 
and are 50 to 400 light-years away. At 
one time it was believed that they 
were powerful electronic beacons 
being flashed at us by some super¬ 
civilization in distant space. But the 
theory has since been rejected. 
Presently holding the field is the belief 
that they may be neutron stars made 
up of atomic particles having no 
electrical charge. 

Qosars: name given to certain 
quasi-stellar objects, or quase-stars, 
observed with the help of optical or 
radio telescopes near the farthest 
limits of the universe. More than 30 of 
them have so far been found, at vary¬ 
ing distances from the earth. One of 
them is believed to be 5,300 million 
light-years away. Even though they 
are much smaller than galaxies, they 
arc very luminous and emit extremely 
powerful radio-waves, millions of 
times the energy released by any ordi¬ 
nary star. 

Radiation: is the process of 
transmission of heat in straight lines 


without heating the intervening 
medium. (In general, the emission of 
any rays, wave motion, or particles 
from a source). 

Radioactivit)r: The phenomena 
exhibited by substances like uranium, 
thorium, radium and actinium which 
spontaneously emit radiations that 
penetrate substances opaque to nor¬ 
mal light, aff^t a phot^raphic plate 
in the dark, produce phosphorescence 
in certain minerals, and ionize gases. 

Refractive index: of a transparent 
substance is defined as the ratio of the 
velocity of light in air to the velcicity of 
light in the substance. It is generally 
represented by ji, a constant. If p is 
greater than 1, then a ray on entering 
the substance will bend towards the 
normal to the surface. 

Refraction: When a ray of light 
travels obliquely from one medium to 
another, it is bent or refracted at the 
surface separating the two media and 
is known as refraction. 

Space: The region beyond the 
earth's atmosphere lying between 
and beyond planets and stars. 

Specific Gravity: is defined as 
the ratio of density of a substance to 
the density of water at 4''C. 

Specific heat: of a body is 
defined as numerically equal to the 
number of calories required to raise 
the temperature of one gram of the 
substance through one degree cen¬ 
tigrade. It is a number. For instance 
0.033 calorie is required to heat one 
gram of mercury through FC. Its 
specific heat is expressed as 0.033. 

Spectrum: Whenever a narrow 
beam after undergoing dispersion 
through the prism, paints on the 
screen an elongated image which is 
brilliantly coloured, one end of the 
image is red, and as we pass from one 
to the opposite end of the image the 
colour changes through orange, yel¬ 
low, green and blue to violet. The 
coloured image is termed spectrum. 

Stalactite: A column of mineral 
matter often found hanging from the 
roof of a limestone cave. It is formed 
by evaporation of water percolating 
through a bed of limestone or chalk, 
and then trickles down through 
cracks in the cave roof. 


Stalagmites: Dripping ground- 
water from die tc^ of a limestone cave 
sometimes leaves a deposit on the 
floor of the cave. These deposits ul¬ 
timately grow into wide Columns 
which sometimes join with stalactites 
to form complete pillars from the floor 
of a cave to its roof. 

Super conductivity: Or the total 
disappearance of electrical resistance, 
it was first discovered by Dr H. 
Kamerlingh-Onnes in 1911. The 
theory of super conductivity was for¬ 
mulated in 1957 and is based on quan¬ 
tum mechanics. Some 300 
materials—25 elemente and rest al¬ 
loys or compounds—are known to be 
super<onductors. 

The application of super cxmduc- 
tivity to electric power engineering 
promises to increase capacity, i^uce cost 
and improve reliability of power grids. 

Surface Tension: It is the force in 
dynes, acting parallel to the surface 
plane and at right angle, to a line 1 cm. 
in length in the surface of the liquid. 

Torricellian Vacuum: The 
vacant space above the level of mer¬ 
cury in the mercury barometer is 
known as Torricellian Vacuum. This 
phenomenon was divseovered by Tor¬ 
ricelli. 

Ultra Violet Rays: Sunlight is 
composed of several colours such as 
red, orange, ydlow, green, blue, indigo 
and violet. Below this violet colour 
there exist other rays known as ultra 
violet rays. These rays possess a short 
wavelength but high frequency. Their 
main source is mercury vapour lamp. 

Van Allen Belts: These are two 
zones of high intensity cosmic radia¬ 
tion surrounding the eartti, the inner 
belt being betwe^ 1500 to 3500 miles, 
and the outer belt nearly 15,000 miles 
from the surface of the earth. These 
were discovered in 1958by J. Van Allen 
after whom the belts have b^ named. 

Velocity: of a body is its time rate 
of change of position in a particular 
direction. It is a vector quantity pos¬ 
sessing both magnitude and direction 
and can be represented by a straight 
line, the length of the straight line 
giving the magnitude, and its sense, 
the direction of the vector. It is 
measured in cm./sec. or ft./sec. 
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DEBATE; DISCUSSION 


Bureaucracy and 
Democracy 


Opinion diffirs, and quite nalumllt/ 
ttH). on wlu’lher democracy has beat a 
total failure in India and also on the 
principal causes of I he supposed lack of 
success in this arena. Many people feel 
that democracy has not failed in this 
country, though there have been oc¬ 
casional setbacks. In any case, this form 
of government has not been a notable 
succivs here. Some people blame the poor 
organisation of political parties; others 
hold the administrative set-up for the 
failure. The proposition for discussion is: 
"The bureaucracy is the biggest stum¬ 
bling block ill the snnxith functioning of 
democracy in India." 


MrA Sir, in my humble 
opinion, those who .issert that In¬ 
dian democracy has not been a 
major failure are grossly mistaken. 
Equally mistaken arc tho.se who lay 
most of the blame on our political 
parties or the ethos in general fi>r 
the discredit we are stated to have 


earned. The real stumbling block, 
tis a close and impartial analysis 
will show, is the bureaucracy which 
suffers from basic flaws such as a 


rigid, wooden approach towards 
the concept of democracy. The 
bureaucrats, by and large, are hos¬ 
tile to the development of 
democratic institutions at all levels. 


The ftMson for their hostility in this 
sphere is understandable; 
democracy and popular rule are es¬ 
sentially contrary to what the 
bureaucrats believe in and practise 
in their day-to-day functioning. 
They are firm believers in red tape, 
arbitrary rule, strict imposition of 
all prescribed regulations. The 
bureaucracy is deaf and dumb; it 
seldom listens to the people's voice, 
nor docs it respond to popular 
demands and requirements. Actual¬ 
ly, the Indian bureaucracy is a dis¬ 


mal legacy of British domination 
over this country for over a cen¬ 
tury. While the British bureaucrats 
were efficient (even though they 
were hostile to all demands by the 
people for .self-rule) the bureaucrats 
in India today arc not only ineffi¬ 
cient but also callous to the welfare 
of their own countrymen. Again, 
while the Britishers were honest 
and sincere in their own way, the 
Indian bureaucrats of today lack 
these qualities; they are generally 
corrupt, inhuman and, strangely 
enough, unsympathetic to the 
weaker sections of the people. Our 
fragile democracy has often 
received a setback because of the 
hurdles which the mi.sguided, ar¬ 
rogant and dictatorial bureaucrats 
create in the belief that they are 
doing their duty courageou.sly and 
without fear or favour. Why, 1 
would like to ask, are they hostile 
to most of the development and so¬ 
cial welfare projects which our 
demiKratic Government so 
laboriously draws up in the na¬ 
tional interest? Crores of rupees 
are sanctioned by the Govern¬ 
ment for development schemes 
but much of this money goes 
waste. As former Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi conceded some 
years ago, only 15 paise in the 
rupee reaches the poor people for 
whom the development schemes 
are meant. Where does the major 
part of the money go? There is 
reason to believe that it goes into 
the pockets of the petty 
bureaucrats, middlemen and con¬ 
tractors. If India had an efficient 
and sympathetic bureaucracy as 
Britain, for instance, has, 
democracy would have been a 
notable success here. Unfortunate¬ 
ly, wc are not so lucky. 


MrB Sir, it appears to me that 
my predecessor, Mr A, has a deep- 
rooted prejudice against tlje 
bureaucracy. He forgets that it is 
the country's bureaucracy that runs 
the Government smoothly from 
day to day. Even Sardar Patel, a 
patriot and nationalist to the core, 
had a word of praise for the 
bureaucracy without which it 
would be impossible to administer 
this large country in which the 
politicians are mostly people of low 
calibre and lack understanding of 
the basic concepts of administra¬ 
tion. The politicians arc, by and 
large, corrupt; they are mostly 
engaged in toppling manoeuvres, 
minting money by hook or by 
crook, and even go all out to utilise 
the bureaucrats, especially at lower 
and middle levels, in order to 
protect and promote the interests of 
their nieces, nephews and political 
supporters in total disregard of 
rules and regulations, merit and 
talent. Those bureaucrats who are 
sticklers for discipline and who 
refuse to bend the rules in order to 
meet the wishes of legislators and 
other political leaders are con¬ 
demned as inefficient and anti¬ 
nationalist. Such unobliging 
bureaucrats are dubbed as stum¬ 
bling blocks to the functioning of. 
democracy in this country as if ac¬ 
commodating the politicians' sup¬ 
porters is an essential part of the 
democratic process and preference 
to enforce discipline is an un¬ 
democratic practice. I concede that 
some bureaucrats are inefficient 
and even corrupt, but we should 
not condemn the whole lot of them 
for the lapses of a few. Many of our 
senior civil servant#have held, and 
continue to hold, highly respon- 
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sible posts and have brought a 
great credit to this country. Many 
bureaucrats now occupy top posts 
in the departments of finance, exter¬ 
nal affairs and in the industrial 
sphere. They are in demand else¬ 
where too. How can such able, 
talented persons be a stumbling 
block to democracy? Of course they 
are not, nor are they supposed to 
be, active politicians as long as they 
are in service. But they are devoted 
civil servants who do their real job 
well. While politicians come and 
go; they are in office today and 
may be in the wilderness tomorrow 
with hardly anyone caring for 
them. But the bureaucrats are per¬ 
manent functionaries, in all types 
of weather, fair or foul. They are 
the experts while their political bos¬ 
ses are novices, largely ignorant 
and self-seeking. I feel, therefore, 
that we should have a word of 
praise for the bureaucrats and not 
condemn them outright. 


MrC My predecessor, Mr B, is 
apparently a relation or close friend 
of a bureaucrat, otherwise he 
would not have tried to defend the 
entire lot of bureaucrats so earnest¬ 
ly. The bureaucrats, we must 
remember, are people who exercise 
wide powers without account¬ 
ability. They are not answerable to 
any one. A bureaucratic govern¬ 
ment is neither representative of 
nor responsive to public opinion. 
Mr B quoted Sardar Patel in sup¬ 
port of his plea in favour of 
bureaucrats. I wish to take this op¬ 
portunity of quoting Jawaharlal 
Nehru who was an expert judge of 
men and systems and who had 
decades of experience of govern¬ 
ment as the country's Prime Mini¬ 
ster. He drew attention to the fact 
that bureaucrats encourage a 
psychology of subservience and try 
to limit the mental outlook and 
horizon of the people. Tht 
bureaucracy, he added, crushes 
much that is finest in youth, 
enterprise, the spirit of adventure, 
originality and initiative. The 
bureaucrats want blind obedience 


to, and compliance with, the rules 
however rigid and obsolete they 
might be. Can rigid conformity to 
out-of-date rules and regulations 
ever promote the democratic 
process? These civil servants would 
perhaps prefer that the people 
should cringe before them and not 
make demands for self-government 
and other basic rights. The majority 
of petty officials, the great Nehru 
said, are not an admirable lot; they 
have only learnt to cringe before 
their superiors and bully their in¬ 
feriors. is it any wonder, then, that 
sycophancy and nepotism flourish 
in this country? In this connection, 

1 would like to give this House the 
example of a typical, arrogant and 
self-willed bureaucrat who has 
proved to be a stumbling block to 
smooth functioning of democracy 
in this country. In the name of "fair 
and free elections" he has cancelled 
several elections and ordered repoll¬ 
ing at hundreds of centres. I con¬ 
cede that at many places election 
malpractices, including blatant rig¬ 
ging, impersonation and btx)th cap¬ 
turing, have crept in and hindered 
the holding of free and fair elec¬ 
tions, but surely Mr Seshan has 
gone too far and acted in a whimsi¬ 
cal and dictatorial manner. He is 
still at it and causing much disloca¬ 
tion. India has had several Chief 
Election Commissioners since it be¬ 
came independent but none of 
them have acted in the arbitrary 
and dictatorial fashion as Mr 
Seshan has. He has rightly been 
described by member.< of almost all 
political parties as a stumbling 
block to the democratic process. 
Must we have Chief Election Com¬ 
missioners who invite impeach¬ 
ment motions against them because 
of their bureaucratic, rigid and 
autocratic manner of functioning? 
He seems to be irresponsible and 
accountable to no one. Should 
bureaucrats regard themselves as 
all-powerful, almost like gods. Are 
they not reactionary in outlook and 
slow to adjust themselves to chan¬ 
ges and reforms? That being so, 
they naturally disfavour smooth 


functioning of democracy. 

MrD 1 would like to lay the 
bare facts before this House. 
Bureaucracy is unavoidable how¬ 
ever advanced a country may be. It 
is, after all, the machinery that runs 
the government. The more socialist 
we become the larger the 
bureaucracy we would have. India 
has a bloated bureaucracy, it is true, 
but let us impartially examine its 
functioning. The bureaucrats are 
talented, qualified men; they are ex¬ 
perts in many fields. They are 
professional people recruited 
through competitive examinations, 
well-conducted interviews and 
other oral tests. It is unfair to ac¬ 
cuse them of showing partiality 
and making unfair decisions. Of 
course they do not cater to popular 
passions but they stand in the way 
of unfair undemocratic practices. 

They would be compromising their 
position.s if they were to do so. Our 
politicians have a habit of condemn¬ 
ing everyone who does not carry 
out their wishes. It would be a sad 
day for Indian democracy if the 
bureaucrats, especially those 
entrusted with the duty of conduct¬ 
ing and supervising elections, 
agree to comply with the dictates of 
political leaders and turn a blind 
eye to their acts of favouritism and 
nepotism. What would Indian 
demcKracy be worth if corrupt prac¬ 
tices, false voting and defiance of 
the rules laid down for ensuring 
free and fair polling were 
tolerated? True, the bureaucrats are 
quite keen to carry on the ad¬ 
ministration of the country in ac¬ 
cordance with the letter of the 
Constitution, but are they not ac¬ 
ting in the national interest when 
they debar many people from con¬ 
testing elections and change the 
electoral officers whenever they act 
in a partial manner and permit 
false voting? Fair-minded people | 

would condemn them for failing to 
perform their basic duty. The 
people cannot have it both ways:' 
they condemn bureaucrats for ac¬ 
tions which are designed to ensure 
fair verdicts and yet claim to be ; 

safeguarding democracy. j 
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PERSONAUTY DEVELOPMENT 


Mastering Moods 


M oods are an important factor 
in personality development. It 
is, therefore, a worthwhile exercise to 
explore the art of mastering one's 
moods. We speak of an irritable 
mood, a cheerful mood and so on. 

A mood is plainly "a state of 
mind or feeling". Psychologically it is 
"an effective condition or attitude, 
enduring for sometime, charac¬ 
terized by particular emotions, in a 
condition of sub-excitation, so as to 
be readily evoked." Usually an emo¬ 
tion is fairly brief. Long-lasting emo¬ 
tional states, whether involving 
anger, fear, elation, depression or 
some other emotion are called 
moods. Moods are generally less in¬ 
tense than emotions. 

The Swing of the 
pendulum 

OMETIMES you feel as if you are 
sitting on top of the world. You 
step lightly, you walk briskly, you 
sleep soundly, you have a good ap¬ 
petite, you see the funny side of 
everything and you have courage to 
undertake new ventures. 

But such spells of optimism and 
courage do not last long. Many times 
the sky looks grey. You see the impos¬ 
sible facet of every problem. You are 
easily irritated; you feel as though 
you were dragging your feet; you are 
in the doldrums. Your spirits are at 
the lowest. Such periods of pes¬ 
simism and discouragement also do 
not, as a rule, last long. 

Moods change with the day of 
the week and the hours of the day as 
well as with the seasons. Psychologi¬ 
cal research throws light on the fluc¬ 
tuation of moods: Two studies of 
male college students in the US 
agreed essentially in finding that stu¬ 
dents feci 'bluer' during the first and 


last hal f hours of the day than at other 
times; that they feel lower on Mon¬ 
days than on any other day of the 
week; and that happiness of mood is 
brightest in .spring and summer, 
lower in the fall and reaches the bot¬ 
tom during January, February and 
March. 

In another research study the 
mood fluctuations of college girls 
were examnined: Fourteen girls duly 
kept records of their moods, using a 
10-point self-rating scale. They also 
took two sets of personality tests, one 
when they were depres.s^ and one 
when they felt elated. In general these 
tests revealed that during depression 


When it comes to depression, 
the real problem is how to get 
out of the hole ivithout 
making the hole bigger. 


the self<oncept is more unfavourable 
and appears to be farther than the 
ideal self than during the periods of 
happiness. Individual fluctuations in 
mood were quite irregular and 
showed no clear periodicity; except 
that depression usually occurred 
during the days just prior to 
menstruation. The average mood 
tended to be happy, with depressed 
periods of short duration. 

The findings of another two-year 
research study of the subject are more 
enlightening. In this study the 
University students kept accurate 
diaries of how they felt from day to 
day. They recorded the times when 
they felt optimistic and the times 
when they felt downcast, as well as 
the length of periods of optimism and 
melancholy. They also noted any re¬ 
lated circumstances. The basic find¬ 


ing was that every one experiences 
oscillations of his feelings. 

Sometimes a trivial incident will 
have the effect of shifting a periods' 
mood from cheerfulness to 
melancholy or from melancholy to 
cheerfulness. 

The implications of all these re¬ 
search findings are that it is natural to 
experience periodical fluctuations or 
ups and downs in moods and there is 
no cause for worry when they occur; 
when the fluctuations come rapidly 
or if the difference between 'up' and 
'down' moods is extreme, the in¬ 
dividual will be well-advised to con¬ 
sult a competent psychiatrist. 

Moods linked with 
Nervous Energy 

LUCTUATIONS in moods are 
linked with the level of nervous 
energy at a given time. Nervous ener¬ 
gy seems to be made available peri¬ 
odically. As an eminent doctor 
explains very so often a new supply 
of vital force is released. These oc¬ 
casions correspond quite closely to 
the crest of temperamental (mood) 
wave. Then as this quota of nervous 
energy is exhausted there follows the 
period of relative melancholy. "When 
nervous energy is abundant, a person 
feels optimistic and courageous. 
When nervous energy is at a low-ebb 
he feels relatively depressed." This is 
the reason why you feel down-cast 
after losing sleep and you feel critical 
and discouraged when you are 
physically ill. 

Mastery of Moods 

F you wish to stay courageous, 
venturesome and optimistic and 
avoid being moody you should 
rather learn to conbpl your moods. 

You can master your moods by 
following a few simple rules. Do not 
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consume your nervous energy too 
rapidly. When you feel on top of the 
world, avoid careless expenditure of 
your vital force. Let not euphoria run 
riot. Make sure you get adequate 
sleep. Sleep restores the energy you 
have consumed during the day. As a 
doctor has said, "It is no disgrace to 
sleep long hours. It is a disgrace 
though, to grope around 'half dead' 
because you have not allowed suffi¬ 
cient time for sleep to restore your 
full quota of nervous energy." 
Though individual needs vary, most 
people require six to nine hours of 
sleep daily. As Prof W.W. Ruch points 
out the traditional 8 hours of sleep is 
probably based on bodily needs, as 
indicated by the experience of the 
British North Greenland Expedition. 

Throughout the perpetual night 
of the arctic winter, members of the 
expedition were allowed to sleep as 
much as they liked and at whatever 
hours they chose. It seemed as if they 
were sleeping excessively but when 
actual hours of sleep were totalled it 


was found that the men had 
averaged 7 to 9 hours a day. 

Long hours of application to a 
single task depletes one's stock of 
nervous energy. Therefore, working 
hour after hour on the same task is 
harmful to your balance of nervous 
energy. Variety is the spice of activity 
and one of the secrets of conserving 
vital force. 

Avoid wasting your nervous 
energy by indulging in worry and 
anxiety: "It requires more nervous 
energy to indulge in worry for an 
hour than it does to engage In con¬ 
centrated study for twice a long 
time." Says Dr C.H. Mayo, "Worry 
affects the circulation, the heart, the 
glands, the whole nervous system. 1 
have never known a man who died 
from over-work, but many who died 
from doubt." As Dr Norman Vincent 
Peale puts it, "Normal .sensible con¬ 
cern is an important attribute of the 
mature peison. But worry frustrates 
one's best functioning." Worry is un¬ 
necessary; it causes a great waste of 


vital force. 

When things look blue and you 
are down-cast, do not take yourself 
too seriously. A person who takes 
himself absolutely seriously is not 
quite human. Don't take any major 
decision during such periods of 
melancholy. Wait till die pendulum 
swings and you become your normal 
cheerful self. When it comes to 
depression the real problem is how to 
get out of the hole without making 
the hole any bigger. Another techni¬ 
que in the art of mastering moods is 
to try to keep other people from 
knowing you feel melancholy. Op- 
timi.sm is contagious. When you 
maintain a cheerful exterior those 
around you will react favourably and 
you in turn will feel better. 

In short the key to the art of 
mastering one's moods lies in under¬ 
standing the pendulum like swing in 
one's moods, and the conservation of 
one's nervous energy by managing 
its expenditure carefully and avoid¬ 
ing unnecessary waste. 
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General Knowledge 
Crossword No. 10 





ACROSS 

1. Centre of cotton trade in Maharashtra; Mahatma 
Gandhi lived here for several years (6). 

4. Narrow strip of land between Egypt and Israel (4). 
6. Frame machine used for weaving (4). 

8. Surname of President of Syria (5). 

10. Tail-less amphibian (4). 

11. Abbreviation of premier engineering institutes of 
India (1,1,1). 

12. Abbreviation of TerrorLst group of Ireland (1, 1,1). 

13. Outgrowth of stem of plant (4). 

14. Republic of Africa. Shares border with Sudan in 
East and Libya in North (4). 

16. Capital of this Arab country is Muscat (4). 

17. One of the three divisions of p.syche that serves as 
theorgani.sed conscious mt»diator between the per¬ 
son and reality (3). 

18. Animal resembling man, said to live in Himalayas 

(4). 

21. Inland sea on Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan & Russian 
border; 4th largest lake in the world (4). 

22. Surname of 41st President of USA (4). 


DOWN 

1. Surname of author of the book Invisible Man (5). 

2. That part of plant which absorbs moisture and 
food and provides support (4). 

3. Tanks for Indian Army are made here (5). 

4. State of matter in which molecules move freely (3). 

5. Imagined belt in heavens within which lie paths of 
Sun, Moon and major planets (6). 

7. Debris deposited by glacier (7). 

9. Abbreviated name of Indian Radio Station (1,1,1). 

12. Lira is currency of this country (5). 

13. Capital of Peru (4). 

14. Trained body of singers (5). 

15. Surname of author of "Wealth of Nations" (5). 

19. Second largest living bird (3). 

20. Abbreviation for allowance paid for making a 
business trip (1,1). 

fAiisreers to G.K. Crossword No, 10 will appear in 
Dec. '93 issue.) 


ANSWERS to G.K. Crossword No. 9 

ACROSS: 1. Vikrant 4. Yon 6.TADA 7.Polka 10. Mat 11.CIA 13. Hypo IS.Cuba 17.Essay 19.Ester 21^1k22. EEC 
2.3. Star. 

DOWN: 1. Vatican 2. Ream .3. Naptha 4. Yak 8. Lapps 9. AM 12. Acne 14. t^yak 16. Butane 17. Eros 18. Sadat 20. E)eW. 
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(DearHi^der 

A s usual, our January issue will be a bumper one containing, besides the eminently useful 
futures with which our readers are by now quite familiar, specially prepared Round>ups 
of the past year's economic, political, national and international events, as w^ as a survey cf 
the sports arena. Career conscious youth cannot afford to miss it. 

The world is moving fast and the examiners who set question papers on various subjects seek 
to test the candidates' general awareness of the developments all around. Young men and 
women who wish to prepare themselves adequately for written examinations as well as for Ihe 
all-important oral interviews (to which much importance is beir^ given these days for a total 
assessment of die students' ability and knowledge) would do well to preserve issues of the CM, 
especially its Annuals, in order to keep themselves abreast of the developments in various 
armias. 

We are grateful to our numerous patrons for the hearty response to the new features we started 
recendy, notably the one on the Civil Services (main) quutions and answers. Many of our 
readers have written to us expressing their gratitude for this new feature, in this issue we have 
published a couple of letters of appreciation out of the many we have received. We wdcome 
the suggestions made by some of our readers for inclusion of more topics in our magazine. We 
shall try our best to conform to their wishes and meet their requirements in the coming months. 

More features, more pages, high quality and constantly improving presentation to tlw 
readers—that is our motto. Our staff, including our writers and technical personnel, always 
keep it in mind. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 
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HOW LONG WILL 
BENAZIR LAST THIS 
TIME? 

The fate of democracy in 
Pakistan has always been in 
danger. When a lion once 
hunts and eats the flesh of 
man, it becomes a man- 
eater. Similar is the case 
with the President of 
Pakistan and also with its 
Generals. They have always 
reaped the suvet^tits of 
Martial Law and are 
habituated to the comforts 
provided by it. So, they have 
become democracy-eaters. 
History hears witness that 
no government elected by the 
people of Pakistan has 
completed its full term. Only 
time will tell whether 
history will repeat itself 
once again or not. 

Anis Ahmad Ansari 

Garuliii 

SUPER COP WIELDS THE 
STICK 

America leaves no stone 
unturned in the pursuit of its 
propaganda campaign. Any 
international enmity or 
ethnic conflict is America's 
trmnpcard and development 
of any Third World or other 
country America's envy. The 
US, to keep its markets 
galloping is unlikely to 
declare Pakistan a terrorist 
State in spite of the latter 
country's subversive ploy 
against India. 

Facing conspiracies of 
"Special Ml" and intrigued 
cryogenic enjpne supply from 
suppressed Russia, India is 
in the USA's bad books. The 
entire Third World, the 
loell-toishing and advanced 
countries (surpassing the US 
at times in economy) must 
ask the international boss to 
come clean with its 
vietvpoint. Hegemony of a 
country at a particufar time 
ts natural to prevail but 
tainted hegemony mtist be 
opposed. 

Bhishm K^. Pirapuri 

Vtttshali 

The end of the Cold War 
and disintegration of the 
Soviet Union have changed 
the world situation. In me 
process India lost her 
reliable friend. The pattern of 


Indo-US relations during the 
last two years clearly 
indicates that we cannot 
bank on the U.S. Perhaps, in 
the unipolar loorld of today, 
the US does not want India 
to become a big regional 
poxver. Recent events clearly 
prove that the Americans are 
not sincere towards us. 

It is time for us to take 
the right initiative. The 
crying need of the hour is to 
have a clear-cut foreign 
policy capable of defeating 
the unjust moves against 
India. We should align 
ourselves with like-minded 
countries to create a bis bloc 
of nations which can check 
the monopoly of the US. 

Pawan Kumar Sharma 

Samba 

A STEP FORWARD 

Mr Rao's recent visit in 
China was fidl of sound and 
firry, signiMng nothing. The 
memory of 1962 is still fresh 
in our minds; a celestial 
nymph ivas brutally raped 
by the Chinese dragon. Her 
poignant cry still 
reverberates in the air. It 
teaches us that toe should 
learn a lesson from the past. 
The controversy over the 
border is the main obstacle 
in the Sino-lndian 
relationship. Unfortunately 
this vexed issue has not been 
solved so far. Still about 
40,000 sq kms of Indian 
territory is under occupation 
of China. The latter's claim 
to Arunachal and its 
neighbouring areas shows its 
lust. 

China is helping the arch 
rival of India, Pakistan, in 
its nuclear preparations and 
the missile programme. 

Unless the complicated issue 
of the border and the 
question of Tibet arc solved, 
it is futile to think that both 
thc^ants of the East xoould 
become friends once again. 

Binay Kumar Mishra 
Jamalpur 

SESHAN'S BOMBSHELL 

According to Cardinal 
hletvman,“A man would do 
nothing if he waited until he 
could do it so well that no 
one would find fault with 
what he has done." 


LETTERS 

The present state of 
affairs is due to our 
inefficient and corrupt 
leaders who shift the blame 
for their follies and failures 
on the Constitution and on 
honest officers. 

Ratlwr than impeaching 
the Chief Election 
Commissioner or putting 
hurdles in his way, he should 
be given fidl co-operation by 
one and all in his efforts 
totoards conducting free and 
fair polls in all the States. 

Binod Narayan Tiwari 
Ranchi 

Notv the Government 
has made the Election 
Commission a multi-member 
body with the appointment 
of two more members with 
eqttal potoer. But the 
question arises whether this 
will solve the present 
constitutional crisis? 

We should not forget the 
popular saying "Too many 
cooks spoil the broth." As 
the decision to appoint the 
txvo new members xvas made 
without consulting Mr T.N. 
Seshan, it is unlikely that 
they xvill ever have a cordial 
relationship. 

Chanchal Sarkar 

Pathankot 

THE 'C.M/ 

Three cheers for CM for 
completing 34 long years of 
service to the student 
community in helping them 
to build up their careers. 

I have been an ardent 
reader and admirer of CM for 
the last three years and 
xoould Idee to thank you for 
further upgrading the 
magazine. Your readers 
particularly xoelcome the 
features on solved question 
papers of previous years' 
civil services exams and the 
Quantitative Aptitude Tests. 

Deepak Acharya 
New Delhi 

During my college days I 
used to read the CM. 
regularly. Now, even after 
getting a fairly satisfactory 
Job, I consult my favourite 
CM. to compare and contrast 
tnyxnewsunth those 
expressed in it. I think the CM 
is the only magazine with 
I impartial viefvs on social and 
political ^airs. So, as a 
friend of mine I trust my CM. 

Ramkumar Bhumia 
Nutanhat 


I have recently passed 
the B.A. course and started 
buying your highly 
informative magaxine 
r^larly. The write-up, 
“Never be afraid of 
criticism", under the heading 
"Personality Development'^ 
in the October '93 issue has 
men me new insight and 
helped me to eradicate fears 
xffniy critics and mu 
frustration due to their 
criticism. The other features 
are also excellent. (Jurgood 
xvishestoyou.Ifope your 
devoted efforts to build up 
our careers xvill continue in 
the coming issues. 


Gopal Kumar 
Muradpur 

No doubt the CM is an 
excellent magazine. But it 
does not contain any regular 
feature on the Indian 
Constitution. This feature is 
urgently needed. It would 
surely enhance the utility of 
CM. 


Khalid Anwer 
Patna 

I have been a regular 
reader of your monthly 
magazine for the past two 
years. Thanks a lot for 
publishing the Civil Services 
(Main) Special expected 
questions for the Fourth- 
coming examination in the 
November '93 issue. 

It will help the 
aspirants to the Civil 
Services as it gives a 
clear-cut idea about the most 
important part of this exam.. 
The readers of the 
'Competition Master' were 
in need of such a valuable , 
feature and by adding this 
you have fulfilled their desire. 

Ra| Kishorc Bebra 
Cuttack 

I have been a remlar 
reader of your 'CM'for the 
past one year. I havefmmd 
the magazine to be very ■ 
informative. Its coverage of 
material events and topics 
for all competitive 
exarrUnations is excellent. It 
is differentfrom all other 
magazines available in the 
market. *' 


Pradipta Dhal 

DhtdSeda 
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A Crucial Battle 


ENERAL as well as 
mini-general elections in 
the country almost always 
indicate the shape of things to 
come in the political arena. The 
battle of the hustings currently 
being fought in five States and 
the Union Territory of Delhi 
conforms to the familiar pattern 
and has been true to style. 

Although the complete results 
will not be known until the first 
week of December, the straws 
in the wind at the moment 
create a somewhat 
disconcerting impression about 
the conduct and character of 
the main parties and their 
nominees in the field. 

It would be too sweeping an observation that the 
electorate's verdict this time would determine the fate of 
the country, or at any rate lai^e parts of it. Prime 
Minister Narasimha Rao has already cautioned that the 
outcome will not affect the Government since the 
exercise could not be regarded as a referendum on the 
performance of the Confess. In at least two States 
(Madhya Pradesh and Himachal) however, the 
Government's performance has been made an electoral 

f >lank. Whether the voters regard the result as a decisive 
ndication of public opinion on the deeds done remains 
to be seen. In any case, it would be correct to say that 
the verdict would, in all probability, lead to a 
corresponding development on the national front, say 
another election to finally setde who are the real 
representatives of the people and are worthy performers. 
The election manifestos issued by the various 
arties are, as usual, high-sounding and promise to 
ring heaven on earth if they are voted to power. But 
there is hardly any election in modern democracies that 
is decided on the basis of the manifesto alone. Many 
complex, and .sometimes unpredictable, factors play a 
art in moulding the voting pattern on such occasions, 
he parties and their candidates have inevitably to 
prepare themselves in as many ways as possible for the 
neiy onslaughts that their rivals habitually nuike on 
them in their all-out campaigns. To that extent, the 
elections are a test of one's capacity to fight wordy and 
other battles. Those who lack the requisite stamina and 
are disinclined to face the darts and arrows flung at 
them rightly prefer to watch the political game from the 
sidelines; many of them in fact shake their heads in 
dismay over the scene that they witness. 

One factor that strikes the ^e during the fighting 
and infighting, especially in U.P. and Bihar, is that there 


are far too many candidates 
having a criminal record and 
are actually history-sheeters. 
According to a shrewd 
observer, die number of such 
persons in U.P. is th% largest in 
the State's electioneering 
history. Some lawless 
elements have often marred 
the political scene even in past 
elections, but the substantial 
increase in their number is a 
phenomenon that should 
cause deep concern to all 
well-wishers of the country. 
The fact that all the major 
parties have nominated 
several such suspicious people 
is indeed deplorable. 
According to a reliable report there are about 250 such 
candidates in the field in U.P. alone. 

No less interesting is the fact that these "strong and 
powerful" candidates, chosen to overawe rival 
contestants, are not total newcomers. Many of them are 
familiar faces, now in changed garbs (they are said to 
have no oualms of conscience about switching their 
loyalties if the "bosses" deny them the party 
nomination. In past years they fought tne battle (some 
of them successfully) under other nags. 

What is the future of this country if scores of 
persons with a dubious record join the fray and many of 
them become legislators? No wonder there have been 
several cases of violence before and during the electoral 
exercises. Wielding the knife and the gun becomes 
common when such elements are free to roam about. 
They manage to frighten and outwit the security 
personnel. To that extent, the elections cannot be free 
and fair despite all the measures adopted by the 
Election Commission and other agencies. 

Another deplorable feature of the election scene is 
the injustice done to women. Years ago the various 
poliheal parties committed themselves to 30 per cent 
representation for women in the lists of candidates they 
nominate for elections. But actually there were very few 
women in the fray. Why even the major political parties, 
which made commitments in this regard, should let 
down women time and again is not understandable. 
Thus a large section of the population go unrepresented 
in our legislatures. The political leaders assure women 
that justice would be done to them in|uture, but history 
repeats itself time and again. Is this yet another straw in 
the wind? Promises are made but are seldom 
implemented; the result is a continuing loss of 
credibility. That is ttie pity of it 
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Crisis in Russia: 
Yeitsin’s Coup 


Mr Boris Yeltsin, strong-willed 
President of Russia, staged a virtual coup 
in October, 1993, quashed the formidable 
opposition through mrious manoeuvres. 
At first he issued decrees and then, to 
assert his authority and absolute power, 
he resorted to force when he reali^ that 
persuasion was proving fruitless. For the 
present, at any rate, he has won the 
prolonged power struggle between the 
President and the Parliament, Congress 
of People's Deputies. 

Mr Yeltsin's triumph marked the 
beginning of a neio phase of abrupt and 
radical conges in the land of Ijenin and 
Stalin. His feat is reminiscent of the Oc¬ 
tober Revolution of 1917, tiwugh the 
stage set for Yeltsin's drama and the con¬ 
testants were different. His reform 
programme lies at the core of the conflict. 

SEVERAL sig¬ 
nificant changes 
have been made by 
Mr Yeltsin. Not all 
of them had 
popular backing. In 
September this year 
Russia had a Constitution, a Parlia¬ 
ment, a Vice-President and an op¬ 
position. In October the Constitution 
was, to all intents and purposes, a 
discarded piece of paper; the Parlia¬ 
ment was dissolved and many of its 
deputies arrested. Vice-President 
Alexander Rutskoi was deposed and 
thrown into prison, and the Opposi¬ 
tion was in a state of complete disar¬ 
ray. Many parties, especially the 
Communist Party, are banned; some 
newspapers have been blacklisted 
and a sophisticated form of censor¬ 
ship was imposed on the press. 

Mr Yeltsin does not command 
wide support of the people but he 
does command the loyalty and im- 
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I plicit obedience of the defence forces 
which played an important role in 
helping the President ride out the 
storm raised by his better opponents 
in the legislature, especially the Vice- 
President and the Speaker. Nor do 
Yeltsin's aides inspire confidence. He 
still bears the taint of economic mis¬ 
management and the price explosion 
(supposed to be officially started) 
during the hestilities. The inflation 
averaged 2000 per cent, and the 
living conditions of the people were 
abysmal. 

The people's economic plight 
and their mounting problems posed 
a major threat. Thus while the strug¬ 
gle was for political power, the basic 
problem and cause of the upsurge 
was economic. According to an 
expert's assessment Russia is des¬ 
tined for years to experience political 
turmoil, of both low and high inten¬ 
sity, until a new model of economic 
management emerges. The goal is 
sustainable and effective economic 
change; the instrument to be forged is 
political power. 

Tainted Triumph: The vital role 
of the Russian army and the 
supremacy of the President were fur¬ 
ther confirmed when Mr Yeltsin 
directed the armed forces to crush the 
pro-Parliament forces which were 
posing a threat to his presidency. Mr 
Yeltsin was throughout confident of 
the army Generals' support in the 
operation. 

The bloodshed in Moscow fol¬ 
lowing the army's swift action in 
bombarding the White House 
resulted in tainting the democratic 
triumph (as the Western sources put 
it) of Mr Yeltsin. 



It would be wrong however to 
believe that all sections of the army 
are pro-Yeltsin. There is a section 
which is against the President's ac¬ 
quisition of vast powers. There is un¬ 
rest and frustration in the army. Some 
observers speak of a "split". Three 
Generals were arrested on October 4. 
There were reports of a "revolt" by a 
specialist engineer regiment in St. 
Petersburg—at one time described as 
an alternative centre of political 
power in case Moscow loses its con¬ 
trol. 

From a record strength of four 
miilion troops during the Cold War, 
the personnel level has come down to 
2.3 million. The final projection is 1.5 
million in the next two years. This 
massive retrenchment has led to a 
sense of insecurity among the 
uniformed men who are ill-prepared 
for the switch to a free market system. 
To worsen matters, J(X),000 Russian 
troops have returned from former 
republics of the Soviet Union and are 
still awaiting permanent posting. 


Elusive Stability 

EVEN though Rus- 
T sia still has a for- 

1 i midable arsenal of 

I nuclear and other 

'AJh. weapons, it is no 
'j longer regarded in 
international circles 
as a major force. It is now only a 
nominal super-power. The reason is 
the absence of stability stemming lar¬ 
gely from the sharp differences 
among the politkal leaders, coupled 
with the deplorable economic condi¬ 
tions similar to those prevailing in 
small impoverished republics. 
Pushed to the wall in his tussle with 
Parliament, Mr Yeltsin attempted to 
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do something not unacceptable 
under the Westminster system—dis¬ 
solve the elected body. His opponents 
claimed that his action was tan¬ 
tamount to a coup and decided on 
Sept 26 to start impeachment 
proceedings against him —& step 
backed by the chief constitutional 
court. 

Russia has obviously not yet at¬ 
tained any kind of stability as a na¬ 
tion following the dissolution of the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 
Efforts have been made to evolve a 
new polity. But former or reformed 
communists still dominate the sys¬ 
tem. 

Despite its other drawbacks, 
Russia remains a formidable military 
power armed with thousands of 
nuclear weapons. While the world 
has got used to the idea of conflict 
and war on its periphery—in the 
former Yugoslavia, the Caucasus or 
Central Asia—it cannot contemplate 
a situation where things get out of 
control in the Russian heartland. For 
this reason, the American President, 
Mr Bill Clinton, and other members 
of the G-7 have strongly backed Mr 
Yeltsin's efforts to tame his super Par- 
•liament. 

However to establish his 
demixrratic credentials, he issued a 
decree on October 11 for holding elec¬ 
tions to the upper House of the new 
Russian parliament (the federal 
council) on December 12, 1993. The 
decree made it clear that elections to 
both parliament chambers would be 
held simultaneously. 

At present the government of 
Russia comprises the President, Vice- 
President and other members of the 
Executive. The Constitutional Court 
has 13 members but it has been left 
virtually powerless by Mr Yeltsin's 
decrees. He wants that the Constitu¬ 
tion must be re-written and power 
must be redistributed. As for Parlia¬ 
ment, both houses were dissolved by 
Mr Yeltsin's decree on Sept 21. Parlia¬ 
ment is expected to be replaced by 
DUMA (New Parliament). Presiden¬ 


tial election is scheduled for June 12, 
1994. 

Army's Support 

AT present Mr 
Yeltsin apparently 
has the full support 
of the Red Army. 
His order for sur¬ 
rounding the White 
House with tanks 
and then firing until the rebels sur¬ 
render was duly carried out. But 
whether the army support will al¬ 
ways be assured is far from certain. In 
fact, a cynic posed the question: Does 
Mr Yeltsin remain, in word and spirit, 
the commander of the Russian 
Federation's armed forces? Some 
people suspect that, surrounded as 
he is with a sea of economic and 
political troubles, besides the large 
number of sceptics, he may have 
secretly passed on wide powers to 
the defence forces which, as in Pakis¬ 
tan, are in a position to play a decisive 
role. These forces may now demand 
a greater role. According to one 
report, the Russian army had split on 
the decision to bomb the White 
House into submission and that 
Defence Minister Pavel Grachev him¬ 
self wavered till the rebels took over 
the Moscow television station on the 
night of October 3. Then he ordered 
that the army should take over the TV 
centre, thus firmly siding with the 
President who was enabled to oc¬ 
cupy a commanding position. The 
Ru.ssian President will inevitably 
have to fall back on the Red Army. In 
fact, he cannot survive without the 
support of the Red Army which, in 
spite of a reduced numerical strength 
remains the single most coherent or¬ 
ganisational unit in post-Soviet 
Union Russia. 

That the loyalties of the Red 
Army are divided is an under¬ 
statement. However, this does not 
imply that they would trigger or even 
take sides in a civil war. For while the 
army is not troubled by a loss in its 
stature, Mr Yeltsin's unpopular 
coteries or blatant foreign interven¬ 


tion, it fears civil war still more. The 
present calm in Russia is believed by 
many to be superficial. An observer 
remarked: "Today the Russians are 
quiet. But if there are further 
provocations, suddenly one day they 
will erupt like a volcano." lliis is 
especially so because loyalties in the 
army in today's Russia are skin-deep. 

'The total Soviet military strengtir 
is as follows; 

Army—1,000,000; * Navy— 
300,000; Air Force—170,000; Strategic 
Nuclear Forces—194,000; Air 
Defence—^230,000; Naval Aviation— 
60,000; Coastal Defence—80,000. 
Total active force—2,034,000. 

Since, the chief executive is now 
beholden to the military for survival, 
it is not improbable that the top army 
commander will seek the proverbial 
pound of flesh and re-establish the 
centrality of the military in the 
management of Russia's external and 
internal affairs. This could lead to 
destabilising developments. 

As for relations with the USA, 
President Yeltsin may have to adopt a 
less conciliatory attitude towards 
Washington. This, in turn, may lead 
to an ultra-nationalist Russia that 
may not be as compliant in accepting 
nuclear or conventional military cuts. 
A Yeltsin-Bill Clinton meeting is like¬ 
ly in January in Moscow after a 
NATO summit in Brussels on 
January 10 and 11. 

Mr Yeltsin may have to go slow 
in closing down the imposing 
Military Industrial Complex (MIC) 
that dominated the former USSR. 

Yeltsin's Demands 

AMONG the 
demands made by 
Russia's first elected 
President in about 
1000 years are: The 
creation of a Federa¬ 
tion Council initially 
comprising the existing heads of the 
administrations and parliaments of 
Russia's 88 regions and republics. 
This would be the top tier of a new. 


i 
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two-chamber parliament known as 
the Federal A^mbly, which would 
be the supreme legislative body. Sub¬ 
sequent elections for this new arran¬ 
gement would supersede the existing 
Supreme Soviet and its Congress of 
People's Deputies. 

The 400-member lower House 
would be the State Duma, of which 
two-thirds would be elected from in¬ 
dividual constituency candidates 
and a third from party lists. The Par¬ 
liament would adopt a new constitu¬ 
tion to lay the legislative basis for 
division of powers among Parlia¬ 
ment, presidency, national govern¬ 
ment and regional administrations. 
New Federation Council presidential 
and local elections would then be 
held. 

The President would continue to 
be the Head of State and the highest 
official (there would be no Vice-Presi¬ 
dent). T^e President would appoint 
the Prime Minister and propose can¬ 
didates for other top appointments. 
He could dissolve Parliament under 
certain conditions. The new Parlia¬ 
ment, unlike the present one, would 
be strictly limited to legislative and 
supervisory powers and no longer be 
the supreme organ of State power. 

The Restive Regions: Among 
Mr Yeltsin's worries is the unrest 
among most of Russia's 88 regions 
and autonomous republics. Many of 
them are straining at the leash in their 
bid to retain their influential position. 
The key to the resolution of the crisis, 
it is aclmowledged, lies in the regions 
and which way they will turn in sup¬ 
port. Most have kept their own coun¬ 
sel so far. 

One of the Russian President's 
first decrees after dissolving Parlia¬ 
ment was to curtail the powers of the 
regional Soviets to dismiss their 
governors (most of them were 
Yeltsin appointees). But the some¬ 
what shaken President may coopt tfie 
regions through greater autonomy 
and financial sweeteners. However, 
financial largesse can come only at 
the expense of Mr Yeltsin's much- 


touted reforms. 

Many of the regions of Southern 
Russia are still governed by op¬ 
ponents of President Yeltsin. But it is 
improbable that a regional power 
centre will emerge in open defiance 
of the President without first secur¬ 
ing the support of the Red Army's 
local units. 

In fact, well-informed sources 
believe that the Russian Army, which 
showed determination to influence 
events in fl\e former republics of the 
USSR, may now decide that it will 
advise the Kremlin on how to deal 
with the regions and republics 
around Russia. 

The Georgian example shows 
how much influence the Russian 
military wields in shaping events in 
the region. The presence of a large 
25-million strong Russian force, both 
military and civilian, in the non-Rus¬ 
sian republics and regions is indica¬ 
tive of the abiding interest of the 
Russian military in the.se turbulent 
times. Above all, a resurgent military 
leadership is unlikely to back a 
democratic policy. 

Among Mr Yeltsin's troubles are 
the ethnic wars on Russia's southern 
borders as the Government tried to 
put back the bloodshed behind it. He 
met the leaders of Georgia, Armenia 
and Azerbaijan to discuss ways to 
end ethnic fighting in all three 
countries that led to violence in the 
Caucasus mountains of southern 
Russia. 

End of Communism? 

PRESIDENT Boris 
Yeltsin seems deter¬ 
mined to end what 
he recently 

described as the 
"obnoxious, ob¬ 
solete doctrine of 
communism". If the present trends, 
notably the pronouncements of the 
President, are any indication, the 
reappearance and resurgence of com¬ 
munism, or to put it differently, 
militant anti-democratic opposition. 


is very unlikely to pose a challenge to 
Russia's new rulers. In fact a well-in¬ 
formed analyst has gone to the extent 
of saying that the recent events "are 
probably the last outbreak of violent 
counter-revolution in Russia". 

Referring to the recent bloodshed 
in Moscow (September, 1993), com¬ 
mentators have expressed the view 
that while the desperate riots we» 
bloodier than the abortive coup of 
August, 1991, a small minority of 
diehard communists, out of touch 
with reality and evidently irtspired 
by a vision of revived Soviet empire 
and by the desire to regain their 
privileges and their "rights", tried in 
vain to rally the masses behind them. 
They were well-organised, with the 
Vice-President, Mr Alexander 
Rutskoi (who regards himself as 
modern-day Lenin) as tt\eir leader. 

He made an attempt to re-enact 
October, 1917. But he evidently forgot 
that things have changed entirely 
since the earlier and memorable 
revolution. But some people harp on 
western concepts of human rights 
and democracy. Parliament and Con¬ 
stitution. They overlook the fact that 
now there is no Soviet Union and no 
Communist Party to rule the country. 
Nor does the old Constitution have 
much sanctity. A document of the 
1970s, it has been amended over 3CK) 
times. A new State has to be created 
and this can be done only by holding 
full-scale elections after dissolution 
of the present Parliament which is 
unrepresentative of public opinion 
today. This is precisely what Mr 
Yeltsin seeks to do. 

According to one assessment, 
based on opinion polls and referen- 
dums, almost one-tenth of Russia's 
population accepts the ideology of 
Mr Yeltsin's critics. Which means that 
the majority of the people are probab¬ 
ly with Mr Yeltsin. The majority want 
democracy, not communism, greater 
liberalisation, not rigidity or obsolete 
dogmas, and, above all, better living 
cfHiditions and civil rights like those 
enjoyed by the people in the West. 
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Countless Russians want Mr Yeltsin 
to remain firm and not yield to the 
dichards who want to take the. 
country backwards. The probability 
i.s that in the proposed ejections he 
will get a majority, possibly two- 
thirds of the Deputies. It i.s con¬ 
sidered desirable that the West 
should give unstinted support to Mr 
Yeltsin. 

Future of Russia 

THERE is no doubt 
that Mr Boris Yeltsin 
has emerged trium¬ 
phant from the 
tussle with the high¬ 
ly vocal dissidents 
whom he handled 
with characteristic firmness. The 
challenge he faced, though complex, 
was not well organised and there 
were many critics who proved to be 
moderates because they faced an 
uphill task. Mr Yeltsin had the back¬ 
ing of the defence forces whom he 
nurtured thoughtfully and whose 
loyalty to the powerful new leader of 
Russia was never in doubt despite 
the small groups of hostile elements 
and the sceptics within the army. 

The second important element in 
the struggle for power was the 
general mass of the people who were 
fed up with their fast deteriorating 
conditions of living and their seem¬ 
ingly endless hardships which were a 
sequel to scarcity of goods and the 
uncontrolled inflation. Mr Yeltsin 
promised them a new deal, a better, 
trouble-free future and, no less im¬ 
portant, civil rights and privileges of 
the western type. 

Mr Yeltsin has spoken repeatedly 
of "a brave new and potentially 
strong nation". He gave the people 
hope and a.ssured early freedom fmm 
the chains that bound them. Al¬ 
though the President did not com¬ 
mand full obedience of the masses, he 
managed to win them over with his 
plans for reform that were expected 
to ensure a bright future—after some 
years. 

The third notable aspect of the 
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Notable Events 

Key events since the failed coup in August, 1991: 

August: Russian Federation President Boris Yeltsin emerges as the nation's 
most powerful politician. Yeltsin suspends the Communist Party of Soviet Union 
and seizes its property. 

Octoben Yeltsin outlines radical reform programme, including freeing 
prices and privatising smalt businesses. 

November: Yeltsin names himself Iwad of Government, takes over duties of 
Prime Minsilcr. 

December Russia, Ukraine and Belarus form Commonwealth of Inde- 
pendatt States. Gorbachov resigns. 

1992, November In mixed decision, constitutional court upholds Yeltsin's 
ban on Communist Parly's leadership but allows grassroots party organisation. 

December Under pressure from Parliament to soften his reforms Yeltsin 
replaces reformist acting Prime Minister, battles the Parliament Speaker, Ruslan 
Khasbulatov, over balance of power between President and Parlianwnt. 

1993, April: Yeltsin wins nationwide referendum on his rule and reforms; 
Vice-President Alexander Rutskoi levels allegations of high-level corruption 
throughout the administration. 

June: Yeltsin calls a convention to draft a new constitution; Khasbulatov 
boycotts the gathering. , i 

July: While Yeltsin is on vacation, hardline lawmakers roll back a series of 
his reforms, including privatisation and media laius. They also urge prosecution 
of some top Yeltsin aides for alleged corruption. 

August: Yeltsin vows a showdown with his rivals in September, denies 
rumours he is ill. 

September 21: Yeltsin disbands the hardline congress and announces new 
parliamentary elections in December, seizing complete control of the country. 

Sept 25: Russia's power struggle heightens, with leaders of 28 regions 
threatening a "Moscow blockade" and President Yeltsin ordering the dismissal of 
all military and civil officials defying his decrees. 

Tlw ultimatum was served by leaders of 28 regional Soviets demanding 
withdrawal of decree disbanding Parliament and simultaneous elections to the 
legislature and the presidency. President refused to oblige the dissidents. Loyal 
Security forces surround White House parliamentary headquarters. 

Sept 26: The Deputies vote for impeachment of Yeltsin and appointed 
Alexander Rutskoi as Acting President. 

Oct 4: In a bloody resolution of the 13-day siege of tlte Russian Parliament, 
troops loyal to President Yeltsin stormed the buMing and forced tlte hardline 
deputies holed up inside the White House to surrender. Deposed parliament 
Speaker Khasbulatov, Vice-President Alexander Rutskoi arid pro-Parliament 
Generals Barannikov Dunayev, Achalov and Makashow arrested. 

Alexander Rutskoi and Ruslan Khasbulatov, along with 1700 other people 
ivho had entrenched themselves in the White House, gave themselves up to the 
authorities, and were taken to the dreaded KGB prison. 

October 6: President Yeltsin announced that “no mercy would be shown" 
to the offenders. 

October 8: Both leaders were fomwlly arrested for their role in planning the 
downfall cf the Government. * 






current situation is the gradual 
decrease in both strength and in¬ 
fluence of Mr Yeltsin's opponents. In 
part, the decrease was inevitable be- 
cau.se of the President's emergence as 
the victorious leader who had dis¬ 
played strength and determination. 
The strength flowed in part from the 
knowledge that the western 
countries were, by and large, behind 
him. Though the economic assistance 
these countries had actually offered 
him was far below his expectations, 
Mr Yeltsin had to make do with what 
was available. Besides, there were 
promises of more assistance and 
greater cooperation—if he persisted 
with democratic practices and did 
not become a dictator or oppressor. 

Fruitful Policy: In retrospect, it 
can be said that his policy of resorting 
to force in order to smash the opposi- 
titm, together with the ban on several 
hostile political parties, most of 
whom will not be able to participate 


in the elections scheduled to be held 
in December next, has paid 
dividends. Yeltsin has declared 
that "tihose linked with the October 
3-4 events will not be allowed to 
contest". Some newspapers are still 
banned, though the state of emergen¬ 
cy imposed by Mr Yeltsin when the 
opposition become active, was lifted 
in mid-October. What is more, the 
Russian Election Commission has the 
power to strike off the name of any 
candidate from the list without 
giving any reason. So, many (if not 
all) hostile elements and habitual 
critics of Mr Yeltsin may be kept out 
of the poll contests. All this is 
designed to pave the way for a 
changeover to a smoothly function¬ 
ing administration largely free from 
pinpricks that often distract attention 
from the main task of ensuring a bet¬ 
ter, less strained life for the common 
man. 

Further, realising that the exist¬ 


ing checks and balances often cause 
frustration, the aides of President 
Yeltsin have urged iJie elimination of 
these hurdles. Indications of the 
shape of things to come were 
available in the draft constitution 
approved by Mr Yeltsin's sup¬ 
porters In June this year. His 
closest aides (the inner coterie), 
known as the Presidential Coun¬ 
cil, is determined to mould the 
system in accordance with the 
broad hints given by Mr Yeltsin 
from time to time. 

The latest studies of public 
opinion in various parts of Russia 
show however that millions of 
people are not much interested in 
the political exercises scheduled to 
take place in the next few weeks. 
They are more interested in a better 
economy free from the soul-killing 
shackles that seem to be all-per¬ 
vasive and that mar their daily ex¬ 
istence, making it a virtual 
nightmare. 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 


Benazir’s Return to 
Power 


legislature against Ms Benazir's 122 
in the Itouse which has an effective 
strength of205 at that time, although 
its total membership is 217, 

HE victory of Benazir Bhutto 
indicated the return of 
democracy in Pakistan after a 
period of political strife, tension, 
dictatorial trends and the army's 
pressure. 

The Pakistan electorate opted 
for a hung parliament, with no 
party securing an absolute 
majority. Inevitably, there was _ 
much horse-trading and use of 
various pressure, presumably includ¬ 
ing offers of money and positions of 
ower. The Pakistan Democratic 
ront, comprising the Pakistan 
People's Party (PPP) of Ms Bhutto 
and its ally, the Pakistan Muslim 
League (Junejo), succeeded in 
mustering a majority in the crucial 
Punjab Assembly also. Since Punjab 
is the most important province in 
Pakistan, the political strength 
secured by Ms Bhutto is expected to 
assure the much-needed political 
stability to the new government of 
Pakistan. Ms Bhutto's nominee, Mr 
Hanif Ramay, was elected Speaker of 


the Punjab Assembly by polling 130 
votes as against 107 polled by Mr 
Nawaz Sharif's candidate. The As¬ 
sembly has a strength of 248. 

Following the election of Ms 
Bhutto's nominees for the posts of 
Speaker and Deputy Speaker of the 
National Assembly, there was very 
little doubt about ner election as the 
Prime Minister. There are probably 
some opportunists in the new ruling 
alliance but the fact remains that Mr 
Nawaz Sharif has suffered a heavy 
defeat both in the national legislature 


and the Punjab Assembly. He is not 
the type of politician who would 
quietly reconcile himself to the posi¬ 
tion of a defeated contender for the 
country's highest office; so there 
would be a simmering tussle for 
power during the months to come. 
Changes of loyalty and switching of 
sides are by no means uncommon in 
the political arenas these days. As a 
consequence, Ms Bhutto has to tread 
the path with care, tact and caution. 

Notable features 

ACnONALISM and polarisation 
in politics have alienated Pakis¬ 


tanis from the people as well as the 
top leadership against whom they 
have many grievances. Women, for 
instance, have been disappointed be¬ 
cause few politicians have shown 
them due regard. There were just a 
few women candidates in the field; 
the various political parties ignored 
women by and large. 

The fact that the country has a 
woman Prime Minister seemed to 
have made little difference to the 
plight of women in Pakistan. The 
overall voting percentage in the elec- 
— tions was low—40 per cent. The 
percentage of women among them 
was not large. Women's participa¬ 
tion in Pakistan politics has not 
been encouraged, largely because 
the people are orthodox, feudal 
and orthodox in outlook. 

Another notable feature of the 
Pakistan elections was that there 
was no India bashing, that is, the 
campaign was largely free from 
bitter criticism of India, although 
the Kashmir issue figured in tiie 
manifestos of almost all the politi- 
_ cal parties. There was no stress on 
ideology and principles. The focus 
was on local issues and also corrup¬ 
tion. 

Even more important was the 
fact that the poll was free and fair, 
with no complaints of booth captur¬ 
ing, bogus voting, impersonation 
and other malpractices. The main 
reason for the free poll was that the 
exercise was supervised by the army 
which maintained order and ensured 
peaceful conditions. Some sources 
complained of excessive use of the 
army for electoral purposes but they 
conceded that without the presence 
of the army personnel, there might 


October 19,1993, was a memorable 
day for Ms Benazir Bhutto, and also for 
Pakistan, because the day marked her 
triumphant return to power after a gap 
of nearly three years. She defeated her 
arch rival, Mr Nawaz Sharif of the 
Pakistan Muslim League, in a crucial 
trial of strength in the country’s Nation¬ 
al Assembly. She is the only tooman 
Prim Minister in the Muslim world to 
assume poxuer for the second time in her 
career. 

Notable among the absentees at the 
sioearing-in ceremony was Mr Nawaz 
Sharif for whom it was a day of humilia¬ 
tion. He polled only 72 votes in the 
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have been disorder and disruption of 
the process in the highly sensitive 
constituences where the rivalries 
were intense. The army also checked 
violence. 

Besides, a non>govemment team 
of observers (about 40 strong) from 
SAARC coimtries, including India, 
watched the polling. They gave a 
good certificate to the authorities 
who conducted the poll. 

The Pakistan electior» set a com¬ 
mendable precedent for India. The 
verdict was credible and the entire 
polling process won praise from 
many dispassionate observers. 

It was no less significant that the 
fundamentalists were cut to size. Few 
people listened to the "mullahs" and 
their henchmen. The fundamentalist 
parties fared poorly; they lacked 
popular support. Even in Gen Zia's 
time they could get only 5 per cent 
votes. This indicates a liberal outlook. 

Dramatic Events 

HE year 1993 was very eventful in 
Pakistan and there was uncertain¬ 
ty for long periods. 

On April 18, following political 
confusion resulting from changing 
loyalties, mismanagement of the ad¬ 
ministration and discontent among 
the people, the challenges of the op¬ 
position parties and d\e prolonged 
tussle for power between the Presi¬ 
dent and the Prime Minister, Mr 
Ishaq Khan dismissed the Nawaz 
Sharif ministry and dissolved the Na¬ 
tional Assembly. But the ouster of the 
ministry was challenged by the 
former Prime Minister. The dismissal 
was unprecedented in Pakistan's his¬ 
tory. 

Through a historic 10-1 verdict 
given on May 26,1993, the Pakistan 
Supreme Court restored the Nawaz 
Sharif Government and the Naticmal 
Assembly. Following die judgement, 
Mr Nawaz Sharif resumed his 
powers and responsibilities as Prime 
Minister. The National Assembly also 
started functioning after a five-week 
gap during which Pakistan passed 
through an agonising period of 
suspense. 


The. court struck down the 
President's order and held it uncon¬ 
stitutional. The order, the court said, 
was not within the ambit of the 
powers conferred on him under Ar¬ 
ticle 58 (2) of the Constitution. The 
President had "acted in haste and in 
a fit of anger", according to die Chief 
Justice. 

President bhaq Khan accepted 
die court verdict. He assured that he 
would continue to act "in accordance 
with the Constitution and in die best 
interests of the country, the good of 
the nation and the future of 
democracy". 

The Supreme Court decision was 
indeed a blow for democracy. The 
powerful Pakistan army also ac¬ 
cepted the verdict and did not- inter¬ 
fere. An official army statement said: 
"we will respect the decision of the 
courts". 

Before the court verdict was 
delivered, there were three 
prominent figures in Pakistan's 
political battle-field—President 
Ghulam Ishaq Khan, witnessing the 
game plan of the politicians and 
working behind the scenes to remain 
in power; Ms Benazir Bhutto, the PPP 
leader, who had apparently reached 
an understanding with the President; 
and Mr Nawaz Sharif, the dismissed 
Prime Minister. Each of them went ell 
out to mobilise his or her supporters, 
to win the elections fixed by the Presi¬ 
dent for July 14, directly or through 
their proxies, and seize the reins of 
government. 

The horse-trading for power fur¬ 
ther discredited Pakistan's political 
system as the fragile democracy felt 
its way warily through difficult con¬ 
ditions, downright feudalism and 
religious fanaticism. There has al¬ 
ways been the familiar heritage of in¬ 
trigue and dictatorship. 

Mr Balkh %er Mazari was ap¬ 
pointed Acting Prime Minister. In a 
bid to win over support from among 
the opponents and strengthen his 
position during the transitional 
period, Mr Mazari expanded his 
Cabinet to 61—the largest in 
Pakistan's political history. The 


broad-based set-up, described as "a 
government of naticmal consensus", 
was a multi-party coalition of 
heterogeneous elements mosdy op¬ 
posed to Mr Nawaz Sharif. There 
were several supporters of Ms 
Benazir Bhutto in the Caretaker Min¬ 
istry. 

Arm/s Ultimatum 

F or many months the Pakistan 
army had been a silent spectator of 
the undemocratic happenings and 
underhand manoeuvres of 
politicians in that country. Although 
the army has virtually been the 
supreme force in Pakistan—^at the 
head of the Troika—^it did not openly 
assert itself during the regime of Mt 
Nawaz Sharif. But on July 2,1993, the 
powerful army chief, Gen Abdul 
Waheed, gave the Prime Minister two 
weeks' ultimatum to break the dead- 
l(x:k with the President, Mr Ghulam 
Ishaq Khan, or call for fresh elections. 

The latest stalemate between the 
two dignitaries followed the imp<»i- 
tion of direct rule in Punjab on June 
30 in a bid to curb the rebels whose 
leaders defied the Prime Minister's 
order. But the Prime Minister 
declined to carry out the army chief's 
directive unless the President 
resigned from office. The President 
appeared in no mood to quit. 

The prolonged political crisis in 
Pakistan virtually ended on July 18 
when, following a compromise set¬ 
tlement among the top leaders spon¬ 
sored by the Army Chief, Gen Abdul 
Waheed Kakkar, both President 
Ghulam Ishaq Khan and Prime Mini¬ 
ster Nawaz Sharif resigned their 
posts. The Senate Chairman, Mr 
Wasim Sajjad, took over as the 
provisional President and Mr Moeen 
Qureshi as the provisional Prime 
Minister. The National Assembly was 
dissolved. 

The Troika was of the view that 
the new set-up must not be political 
but neutral. The National Govern¬ 
ment and the four provincial govern* 
ments were also dissolved. Small 
caretaker regimes assumed charge at 
the capitals. Their main task was to 
ensure free and fair polls to enable 
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the people to have the final say. 

Radical Reforms 

nVHRAL radical and well-con¬ 
ceived reforms were introduced 
by the Caretaker Prime Minister, Dr 
Mot'on Qureshi, in a bid to ensure 
taint-free elections in Pakistan and 
also to eliminate certain flaws in the 
country's economy. The most impor¬ 
tant of them, and one which stunned 
the politicians, was that candidates 
who defaulted on repayment of bank 
loans or had them written off some¬ 
how, would be debarred from con¬ 
testing elections. Besides, politicians 
involved in drug trade were deemed 
not eligible for election; the law 
laying down death penalty for drug 
offences was approved. Agricultural 
income would henceforth be taxed. 

If this order had been strictly en¬ 
forced in letter and spirit, over a third 
of the members of the dissolved Na¬ 
tional and Provincial Assemblies, in¬ 
cluding several former Federal 
ministers, would have been dis¬ 
qualified. The caretaker regime even 
threatened to get the loan defaulters 
arrested and to confiscate their 
properly. According to one estimate, 
275 former legislators belonging to 
the major political parties owed over 
Rs 2,500 crore to State-owned banks 
and financial institutions. 

The disqualification of so many 
politicians would have kept out 
scores of aspirants, perhaps 60 per 
cent, from political office. The fact is 
that, as in many countries, banks and 
financial institutions in Pakistan 
have been used as the main source of 
political patronage. Politicians had 
acquired huge loans from the banks 
and managed to get them written off 
through their influence. Others have 
simply not bothered to repay the 
money. 

Naturally, the political leaders, 
including thase of llie PPP and the 
Muslim League, lodged stremg 
protests against this order. Mr Nawaz 
Sharif described it as "inconsistent 
with the constitution". However, 
most of the politicians hurriedly 
cleared the debts to escape the dis¬ 
qualification. 
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The wealth derived from drugs, 
especially heroin, has always played 
an important role in Pakistan politics. 
Many candidates from the North- 
West Frontier Province and Baluchis¬ 
tan faced disqualification because of 
alleged involvement in drug traffick¬ 
ing. 

In India, some top category 
smugglers and black marketeers 
boast of having some leading 
politicians in their pocket (because of 
the large donations given to them for 
contesting elections). In Pakistan it is 
the drug barons who make such 
claims. One of them said he had 
financed the election campaigns of 
both PPP and Islamic Democratic Al¬ 
liance candidates in previous con¬ 
tests.. 

The Poll Exercise 

HE people of Pakistan went to the 
polls on October 6 for the Nation¬ 
al Assembly and on October 9 for the 
four Provincial Assemblies, for the 
third time in five years. The total elec¬ 
torate numbered 82.3 million and the 
National Assembly seats are 217, Ms 
Benazir Bhutto won 86 .seats, while 
Mr Nawaz Sharif got 72. 

The elections were held under 
the overall supervision of the 
Caretaker Government which took 
all possible steps to ensure a free and 
fair poll so as to determine the true 
voice of the people and resolve the 
continuing deadlock in the country. 

In order to ensure peaceful, 
trouble-free polling the Government 
posted military personnel at various 
places. So the voting which was es¬ 
timated to be 40 per cent or so, en¬ 
sured credibility as well as 
transparency, without any allega¬ 
tions of booth capturing or rigging, 
impersonation or violence at polling 
booths. But there were three murders 
after the poll exercise. 

The principal parties contesting 
the polls were: the Pakistan People's 
Party (PPP) of Ms Benazir Bhutto, the 
Muslim Iz’ague of the former Prime 
Minister, Mr Nawaz Sharif, the 
jamait-e-lslami-led Pakistan Islamic 
Front (PIF) which emerged as the 


third force, though it claimed that it 
was larger than fte Muslim League. 

The election campaigns of the 
political parties were soberly con¬ 
ducted and lacked the vigour as¬ 
sociated with such exercises in 
democratic countries. The voters 
were generally believed to be indif¬ 
ferent and somewhat weary of such 
electoral exercises because these were 
being held too frequently without 
lasting results. * 

There were no differences of 
ideology and programmes between 
the main rivals. The clash was of per¬ 
sonalities. All through the campaigns 
the stress of the speakers was on the 
negative aspects—the blunders and 
misdeeds of the rival groups. 

Provincial Assembly Poll 
Results 

HE total number of seats in the 
four Assemblies was 483; the total 
electorate was 52 million. 

Punjab: (Total seats 248). There 
was a ncck-and-neck race among the 
contesting parties. The Pakistan Mus¬ 
lim Ix*ague (Nawaz) wtm 106 seats, 
while the PPP secured 94. But with 
the support of the PMQM (Junejo), its 
ally, the PPP had a total tally of 112. 
The support of two winners of the 
National Democratic Alliance of 
Nawabzada Nasruallah Khan, the 
PPP tally rose to 114. The electorate 
thus gave a split verdict. 

Ms Bhutto's previous govern¬ 
ment collap.sed in 1990 after only 20 
months, partly because the Punjab 
Government opposed her. Ex-Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif, her opponent 
in the national election, faced similar 
problems and resigned in July, 1993. 

I le lost the government when Punjab 
was out of his hands. In the national 
election, Mr Sharif's Muslim League 
narrowly defeated Ms Bhutto's party 
in Punjab province. 

In the overall national polling, 
Ms Bhutto's party won 86 seats and 
she had enough allies to guarantee 
the 109 seats needed to form a 
government. Both Mr Sharif and Ms 
Bhutto wooed die 17 independents in 
various ways, presumably with of- 
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fers of money and ministerships. 

Sindh: Total seats 109 (9 seats 
for minorities). PPP 56, PML (Nawaz) 
8, PML Ounejo) 0, PMQM (Altai) 27, 
Awami National Party 0, others 3, In- 
I dependents 5. 

On October 9 Benazir Bhutto's 
• Pakistan People's Party secured an 
absolute majority. The party lost two 
seats in its stronghold of Larkana (Ms 
Bhutto's constituency) from where 
Mir Murtaza Bhutto, self-exiled son 
of the late Zulfikar Ali Bhutto and 
uncle of Mumtaz Bhutto, was elected 
after a close contest. This was Mur¬ 
taza Bhutto's first victory; he had lost 
all the three seats in the National As¬ 
sembly elections. His mother. Begum 
Nusrat Bhutto, had campaigned for 
him under the banner of Shaheed 
Bhutto Committee, and even 
threatened to commit suicide in case 
her son lost. 

Baluchistan! Total seats 43 
(seats reserved for minorities 3). In 
this province also, the voters gave a 
split verdict, as in Punjab arid the 
NWFP. 

The PPP secured 3 seats, PML 
(Nawaz) 6, PML (Junejo) 0, National 
Party 1, Others 21, Independents 9. 
PML (N) and its ally the 
Pakhtoonkhwa Milli Awami Party 
(PKMAP), chaired by Mr Mahmood 
Khan Achakzai, gained 10 of the 40 
Muslim seats while the Jamhoori 
Watan Party (JWP) of former Chief 
Minister Nawaz Akbar Bugu claimed 
five. In tihis western province there 
had to be a coalition government, 
forcing parties with different 
ideologies to sit in an uneasy arran¬ 
gement. 

NWFP: Total seats 83 (3 seats 
reserved for minorities). 

The electorates' verdict was: 
PPP 22, PML (Nawaz) 15, PML 
(junejo) 4, Awami National Partv of 
Khan Abdul Wall Khan 21 (ally of 
Sharif's party). Others 6, Inde¬ 
pendents 11. 

No party gained an absolute 
majority. The voting pattern reflected 
the split result in ^ National As¬ 
sembly polls, the largest group in this 


case being the Awami National Party. 

Ms Benazir Bhutto, on October 
10, vowed her Government would 
pursue a policy of nuclear non¬ 
proliferation and seek a peaceful 
solution to the Kashmir issue with 
India. "We are non-proliferationists, 
we want to work for nuclear non¬ 
proliferation in this region", she said 
after the conclusion of the Pakistan 
elections. But she stressed a regional 
approach towards the nuclear issue, 
saying that Pakistan could not take 
any "unilateral steps", reflecting the 
offer by Islamabad that India should 
also be a party to any non-prolifera¬ 
tion arrangement. 

She welcomed the recent policy 
framework on the nuclear issue by 
the US President, Mr Bill Clinton's 
administration, terming it as a "good 
working paper", we can take it fur¬ 
ther and develop it, she added. She 
expressed the view that all those 
countries which are interested in 
non-proliferation must now use their 
influence to get India and Pakistan to 
evolve a regional solution. 

The PPP Government would 
strive to convince Washington to 
review the Pressicr law, which 
prohibits aid to countries pursuing 
weapon-oriented nuclear program¬ 
mes and under which the US cut off 
assistance to Pakistan in 199'J. 
"Today the Pressler law is an effective 
veto in the hands of India", Ms Bhut¬ 
to said. 

Pak Policy Towards India 

LTHOUGH Ms Benazir Bhutto 
had established a good equation 
with Mr Rajiv Gandhi when the latter 
visited Islamabad about three years 
ago, she has repeatedly declar^ in 
recent weeks that there would be no 
change in Pakistan's aggressive 
stand on Kashmir. She responded 
favourably to Prime Minister 
Narasimha Rao's invitation to her on 
October 19 for talks to resolve Indo- 
Pakistan differences on bilateral is¬ 
sues but soon afterwards she went all 
flie way to Cyprus to raise the Kash¬ 
mir issue at the CHOGM (Common¬ 
wealth Heads of Government 
Meeting). 


The Government of India has 
throughout been conscious of the fact 
that as time passes, Pakistan's policy 
on Kashmir would become harder in¬ 
stead of softening. Islamabad has ail 
along been fomenting trouble in 
Kashmir, sponsoring terrorist and 
other subversive activity. Cross-bor¬ 
der violations by Pakistan have by 
now become common occurrences 
and a change is highly unlikely 
despite the frequent appeals from 
various quarters not to interfere in 
India's internal affairs and, in par¬ 
ticular, not to sponsor terrorist ac¬ 
tivity in this region. 

On October 24, in an interview at 
Bahrain, Ms Bhutto made it clear that 
there would be no change in 
Pakistan's Kashmir policy. In fact, 
Kashmir is at the top of her country's 
foreign policy and the Government 
would not compromise on Its "prin¬ 
cipled stand" on the issue. The 
dialogue on Kashmir with India, she 
declared, must be serious and mean¬ 
ingful. She purposely ignored the al¬ 
legation that she had vitiated the 
Commonwealth spirit by raising the 
Kashmir issue at the Cyprus meet. 

The reality is that the Kashmir 
issue has derailed progress in several 
disputes that could have been 
resolved amicably. Ms Benazir evi¬ 
dently forgets that India cannot per¬ 
mit secessionist activity in Kashmir. 

On October 24, in an interview to 
the BBC, she was reported to have 
declared that India should pull out its 
troops from the Kashmir Valley and 
hold an election in which the people 
of J & K are able to express their sen¬ 
timents. India, she added, must 
withdraw its armoured force from 
the Kashmir Valley; in the face of 
repression there can be no solution. 
"Whether India wants to do it 
bilaterally with us in accordance with 
UN resolutions or whether India 
would like to have a third party in¬ 
volved.... what we are interest^ in 
seeing is a pull-out of Indian troops. 
Depending on what they want, India 
must decide whether they arc going 
to respect the wishes of the people or 
are going to use force." 
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Handling the Demographic 


Explosion 

It is a matter of great regret that the 
population control, which is one of the 
most threatening global problems, is get¬ 
ting the least attention, particularly in 
the developing world where this prob¬ 
lem, is in its severest form. This is the 
root cause of most of tlK socio-economic 
evils faced by the third world today. 
India is among the worst affected na¬ 
tions, where the current annual popula¬ 
tion groxpth rate of over 2.1 per cent 
nullifies the economic growth rate to 
that extent. If the present trend continue 
unabated, the country is likely to face 
serious crisis in the years to come and it 
wotdd be extremely difficult to provide 
food, clothing, shelter, energy, health ser¬ 
vices and deaner environment to the 
teeming milliom. 

World Scenario 

FTER having crossed the 5-bil- 
lion mark in 1987, the present 
world population is estimate to be 
around 5.5 billion, as compared to 2.5 
billion in 1950. The number is likely 
to swell to a whopping 8.5 billion by 
the year 2025 AD. Out of this 
frightening number, the population 
living in developing countries, which 
was 1.68 billion during 1950, is likely 
to rise to 7.15 billion by the first 
quarter of the next century. These 
stunning projections have been made 
in the 16th World Development 
Report-1993 (WDR-93) released by 
the World Bank recently. The subject 
of this year's WDR was "investing in 
health" and there could have been no 
better venue for its release than New 
Delhi, as the report has a special mes¬ 
sage for India. 

In contrast to its precious stance 
on the issue, the World Bank has 
recomized the need for government 
regulation and intervention in the 
health-care sector in a big way. WDR- 
93 has recognized four basic problem 
areas as under: 


(a) There has been utter neglect 
and too little allocations to the most 
crucial areas in health care like tuber¬ 
culosis and Sexually Transmitted 
Diseases. 

(f>) The poorer sections of 
population do not have the access to 
the basic health facilities of good 
quality. 

(c) A major chunk of the funds is 
wasted in the inherent inefficiencies 
of the government sector, which in 
other words means that the health 
care services received by the people 
are not commensurate with the 
amount spent on them. 

(d) The availability of new tech¬ 
nology and cost of health services is 
exorbitant and is out of the reach of 
common man in developing 
countries. 

WDR '93 deals with the problem 
of migration in detail, but surprising¬ 
ly has omitted the serious problem of 
migration of Chakma and 
Bangladeshi refugees into India. The 
report also shows concern over the 
growing trend of urbanisation in the 
third world. In 1950, 83 per cent 
population in the developing world 
lived in rural areas. This percentage 
declined to 75 per cent in 1975 and is 
likely to be around 60 per cent by turn 
of the century. WDR ^93 also focuses 
its attention on rising incidence of 
killer diseases like Tuberculosis, 
Malaria, Leprosy and AIDS in the un¬ 
derdeveloped world and calls for in¬ 
creased coverage of children under 
the immunisation programme. 

The report apparently presumes 
that better health awareness and im¬ 
proved health care services in the 
developing world would result in 
good quality of life, which will in 
turn result in reduced population 
growth rate. It is therefore, impera¬ 
tive for the developing countries to 


adequately supplement their popula¬ 
tion control measures to curb the 
high population control rates. 

Indian Plight 

W DR '93 projects Indian popula¬ 
tion at 1365 million in 2025 AD, 
as against 1560 million projected for 
China in the same year. A population 
size of 1870 million has been 
projected for Indian at the beginning 
of 22nd century and it is expected 
that India would reach the hypotheti¬ 
cal size of stationary population of 
1886 million somewhere in first or 
second decade of 22nd century. The 
projections are awesome by any 
standards. But Indian projections are 
a bit optimistic. As per the annual 
report of the Department of Family 
Welfare for the year 1992-93, the zero 
growth rate of population may be 
achieved decades after achieving a 
Net Reproduction Rate (NRR) of 
unity, which was targeted to be 
achieved by the year 2000 AD. 

As per calculations, NRR-I is 
likely to be achieved when the birth¬ 
rate falls to 21 per thousand, death- 
rate is at 9 per thousand and resultant 
population growdi rate of 1.2 per cent 
per annum is achieved. Although the 
National Health Policy of 19£0 had 
targeted to achieve the NRR-I by the 
year 2000 AD, the annual report of 
the Department for 1992-93 concedes 
that NRR-I may actually be achieved 
by die middle of the second decade of 
21st century. It would take many 
more decades after that to achieve 
zero rate of population growth. The 
bitter truth that the NRR-I may not be 
achieved by the turn of century has 
also been conceded by the Eighth 
Plan document. 

% 

Eighth Five Year Plan has am¬ 
bitious targets so far as population 
control measures are concerned. It 
seeks to achieve 31.09 million 
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(Most peofMe usa only 10 %) * by Bapnb 


e improve your memory & concentration e Read faetw 
e Get more marks e Will-power e Confidence e Avoid mistakes 

MynamtisRalBspna I want to Ml you about my - 

now Saa'pago aurprfaibgiy poMartUeouna 'Ra| 

Bapnab Mln(lPowarStuay7behnl<)uaa’ft)r your 

WCCMS. 


Oo You Um Only 10% Mind Powar 7 

SdanDsta hava found that most paopla usa only 
lOtoofthsIrmtodpoMW. So, upto 90K of tha mind 
povrar ramirins hladan and unusad. 

And yogis hava always Known this. 

If you /asm to usa mors nwndpowarto study, you 
can remsmtiar mora In lass tima. So. your chanca to 
gel suocees In compatltlons can graatly Incrsasa. 

My provan, rasutt-orlentod course will help you In 
sverything you tpant to study. Ctiamlstry. Enviah. 
Histm. ate. and lor IAS, PMT, IIT, Board Exams. 

PO. Bank. UPSC, 88C. MBA, ate. My coursa will 
help you to make tha bast use of your hard work and 
your coaching/studying lor success. 

Surprising But Trus 

You hava boon learning many subjects In schools 
or collsgas for 10,12, or 1S years. It Is surprising that, 
even for one hour, thm do not teach you how to use 
your mind powar and no w to study m success. 

What Will You Lssrn 

You wiM Improva In the following 9 ways' 

1 . Good Incresss in your memory apd 
conoentration 2. Small to modarats improvement in 
your inteHlgenee S. Ytou will not be required to study for 
mors hours, but your ability to study longer without 
getting tired or feeling sls^y will increase 4 . Your 
elfectivenass to read and learn will increase greatly S. 
You will expanence that you are capable of achlavvig 
much more than you currently do (jms. even if you are 
a topper) 6. Sat realistically high aima/goals and take 
you step by step on the road to achieving them 7. 
Improve your writing, spelling. Interview skills • Learn 
exam secrets to get more marks tor what you know 9 
Avoid serious mistakss thdt lead to failure, i'. 

Cant Make You Superman. No Magic. 

I want to make A clear that my coursa can not make 
you a superman. Sknilarty it can not give you success 
by magic If you do not work hard. 

What my course can do is to teach you to study 
and remember more In less time, to read faster And 
as a result you will become more efficient than 99% of 
students. So your chance to gel success in exams and 
competitions will greatly increase. 

I guarantee that my course will help you to get 
success If you study average or more and if you are 
ambitious and very serioudTy want to gel success. 

Read Faster to Revise More in Less Time 

Everyone can learn to read and understand 300, or 
SOO or more words per minute. But. many of us read 
only^about 100 words per minute. 

The best use of reading taster Is not to learn new 
.'ilngn for tha first thno, but to revise again and again 
quidiiy so that you can remember more In less bma. 

To understand why, please continue to read below. 

You will learn iny easy Finger Technique in 30 
.’nmutas that will prove to you that you can double your 
reedina speed. 


PROOF of Rsadar's Sueesss 

I sm very happy to inform you that my son Ravi Anond 
incraaaad his reading speed from 22e to surprisinoly 
i hlghiaiSwordspermmute. Thank you for your 
' course. — Dr M l Smgn, mssS. MS tye surgeon. Bihar 

* I topped the DAVCollaga Chandigarh, linereasedmy 
reading speed from 303 to 1000 words 

— Sa/ysav0r«ir. Panchtuio. Hmyana 

* Veiy useful for my B Sc and ICWA examinallons. 

WRhln a single day, I inersassd my readbig speed from 
278 to 488 words per minutes. 

— s Jayopraseih. ICWM ttuoent. Mooroi iermf Noau 

* Unbollevably. I bnprevad my rsadlnaspeed from 78 to 

200 words per mlnuto. My eon On euus 4} Improved 
his memory. He also Improved Ms readmo speed from 
48lot00. — Prot M enainagai. PhD, formeriy in USA 

*11 It ki^ simple, powerful. 
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Laam Mamory Saerata Quickly 
The brairv-hae two ipemory •toras: shoit-lerm and 
mg-torm.' VPwtevar you aee, heat, or fool ia 
iroooaaad by tha brain. Tha J r ra l evant infonnalion Is 
'smovad toWMidlatoly. The ramolning mfbrmatlon 
oes Irdo ehoil'48nn mamory. Whatever we revlae 
■gain and opaa gews Into fong-taim memoiy 
Raaeareh attoWi Vial wMhoui ravMon,iiT24 hour* < 
kaloratoBttoi Se.waramembaronlyiaiC. 

Aatliiia jn gae i wVhoutte|rleton,waieiiietiiba f laae 
■ndloaa. MMt'enamenihwe'raniainbaraboutS%. 
^t paopto aitona a aeeee or tnaha wotoa, but they do 


Tliaaa 8 Quaatlon? 

' For better memory, ehould you study early In morn¬ 
ing or lata In nighi? 

■ For bettor memory, ehould you read fast or slow? 

■ Do axankners givs mors marks It you write more 
end fill mors pages? 

' Wh ich vflamms can help your brain function better 
■ ‘'.liV. your IQf 

st udy consnuously or lake rest? 

■ before an exam reduces IQ? 

not revise enough, so they do not remember as much 
as they can, and their hard work a wasted 

My course will teach you a systematic technique to 
revise and ramsmber mora m less time You can learn 
ton powerfol techniqua in just 30 minutes. 

As a benefit of reading this, you should revise 
more to remember better, starting now 

Toppar'B Uniqua Coursa 

My unim« ceurM combrnn th« 5000 yMr old tachni- 
quM of India wkh tha l«ta«t adantMc dtooovariaa m brain 
raaaareh, nutrltton. psyeholagy. and music in Amarica and 
other oountria«. So my coursa is vary powarlui 

I teach no theory Only tha praolieal tad>nfquas that 
hava proved affectiva for mysatf «td otim students. My 
coursa is In easy language with 61 diagreuns so that yoU 
can understand easily and learn quick^ and get auccaas. 
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sterilisations, 39.87 million lUD, 
103.05 million Condom Contracep¬ 
tive (CC) users and 19.45 million Oral 
Pill (OP) users. As against these tar¬ 
gets in 1992-93, the first year of the 
plan, the performance has been en¬ 
couraging and the achievements of 
5.28 million sterilisation, 6.38 million 
lUDs, 16.47 million CC users and 4.58 
million OP users have been recorded. 
Another notable achievement is that 
since the decade of 1921-31, for the 
first time the population growth rate 
has declined during 1981-91 decade 
to 2.14 per cent as compared to 2.22 
per cent during 1971-81 decade. 

The above achievements are just 
marginal but certainly point towards 
a changing trend likely to be wit- 
ne.ssed in the decades to follow. The 
need now is to have strong political 
will to take bold initiatives and in¬ 
novative decisions in this field to 
vigorously implement this 
programme of national importance. 

Causes for Concern 

ME current trends of slow trans¬ 
formation indicates that unless 
some drastic steps arc taken to bring 
down the birth-rate sharply, the next 
century would bring misery and 
utter poverty to majority of our 
population. The present rate of 
growth of agriculture production 
may be utterly inadequate to feed 
millions of additional hungry 
mouths. Higher levels of population 
would also mean colossal demand 
for energy, drinking water, housing, 
clothing, etc. Even at present we are 
heavily dependent on imports to 
meet our energy requirements. 
Urban housing is already a serious 
problem resulting in mushroom 
growth of slums in cities. The prob¬ 
lem will aggravate with large scale 
urbanisation anticipated in the next 
few decades. Additional requirement 
of educational and health-care 
facilities will be extremely difficult to 
cope up with. Problem of unemploy¬ 
ment, which has already assumed 
alarming dimensions, may also be¬ 
come uncontrollable. 

Continued growth of population 
would put additional strain on the 
ecolo^ as well. It may result in clear¬ 
ing of forests for agriculture pur¬ 


poses. Increased industrialisation 
coupled with increased number of 
vehicles would also put pressure on 
ecological balance, making the planet 
uninhabitable. In other words, we are 
gradually heading towards a virtual 
catastrophe. 

Suggested Remedies 

N sharp contrast to its oft-repeated 
stand of leaving health-care sector 
open to individual choice and market 
force.s, the World Bank has shifted the 
emphasis on public investment in 
health as a strong means to alleviate 
poverty. Even while making a depar¬ 
ture from its earlier policy, WDR '93 
does not completely rule-out the role 
of private sector. Three sets of 
remedies suggested by WDR are as 
under: 

(a) Upliftment of Women: 
WDR '93 suggests that the family 
must be made the core centre of the 
strategy for improvement in health 
care and family planning. The broad 
policies of the State mu.st be directed 
towards improving the status of 
women by providing better educa¬ 
tion and political empowerment. 
This would make it easier to explain 
the importance of health care and 
.smaller families to them. 

(h) Public Spending: It is 
realised that the returns in the field of 
health and family welfare are not 
commensurate with the government 
investment. In poorer countries the 
public expenditure on health services 
is very low and efforts are required to 
increase government expenditure on 
clinical services. Decentralisation of 
administrative set-up may also be ef¬ 
fective in improving the return on in¬ 
vestment. The report reveals that if 
only 2 per cent of total health spend¬ 
ing per year—which is $ 30 to $ 40 
billion—was directed towards essen¬ 
tia] clinical services, almost one- 
fourth of the total illness in the world 
could easily be eliminated. 

(c) Competition and Divenity: 
It is felt that healthy competition will 
improve the quality of health care. 
This can be achieved by encotu'aging 
non-government and voluntary 
agencies. The report admits that the 
health-care services offered by the 
private sector, with the motive of 


profits, are certainly more efficient 
than the government sector. Exist¬ 
ence of healthy competition for 
government may also result in im¬ 
proving the health-care hicilities of¬ 
fered by it. 

Notwithstanding the above 
three-pronged approach, it is realised 
that soft options of population con¬ 
trol and health<are in India have to 
be supplemented adequately by hard 
options to achieve the dq^ired results. 
India can ill-afford to wait that long. 
Karunakaran Committee on popula¬ 
tion has suggested a system of disin¬ 
centives alongwith the on-going 
incentive system. Only caution 
which needs to be taken is that the 
disincentives should not be so harsh 
as to be inhuman or counter-produc¬ 
tive. 

Prospects 

HE dcmo«aphers in the develop¬ 
ing world today are facing a 
dilemma. On the one hand they ad¬ 
vocate birth control measures to 
reduce the birth-rate and on the other, 
they also strongly advocate better 
health care system, resulting in 
reduction in the death rate. The 
reduction in the rate of population 
growth rate, does not, therefore, 
reflect the true effort put in for family 
planning. Health conditions have 
certainly improved in the third world 
and resulted in rapid increase in life 
expectancy at birth from 40 years to 
60 years. Killer diseases like small 
pox, malaria, cholera etc. have vir¬ 
tually been wiped out of the face of 
earth. 


While efforts to improve health¬ 
care facilities must continue, it is es¬ 
sential that the population is also 
controlled by taking drastic steps. 
Decades of endeavours to achieve the 
targets of family planning have not 
succeeded to the desired extent and 
call for more courage on the part of 
administrators and the politicians to 
save the country from a demographic 
disaster, before it is too late. And the 
only option thatiappears to be effec¬ 
tive is the introduction of the system 
of disincentives alongwith the on¬ 
going policy of incentives. 
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ESSAY 


A Common Citizen in 
a Big Town 


T he life of a common citizen in a 
big town is a meFcurial mix of 
chances and challenges, prospects 
and problems, hopes and fears. 
Caught in the crossfires of ascending 
aspirations and aggravating anger, 
he has to bear the brunt of tensions 
and traumas, trials and tribulations 
that keep erupting like tremors in 
and around his life every now and 
then, in the words of Ethel Mannin. 
"It won't be long now before Eastern 
man is as trapped in his world as 
Western man; to all intents and pur¬ 
poses it will be the same world, in 
which the common man is swal¬ 
lowed up in an ever-increasing in¬ 
dustrialisation, commercialisation, 
mechanisation, which by its ruthless 
impersonality and uniformity 
diminishes him as a human being, 
reducing him to one of faceless mil¬ 
lions, the anonymity of the man in the 
street..." 

His identity is lost for ever and 
his existence is at the altar of cut¬ 
throat competitions, long queues, 
suspense and surprises. A common 
citizen in a big city is often a victim of 
conspicuous consumption, poor 
transport, inadequate but expensive 
educational, health and hygiene 
facilities. Shortage of houses, broken 
roads, piles of garbage, water-logged 
streets, open man-holes, scarcity of 
drinking water, electricity break¬ 
down, etc are some of the problems 
that plague his life. Appreheiuions of 
thefts, robberies, mu^ers, road acci¬ 
dents, etc always keep him on tenter¬ 
hooks. If sensitive, he suffers from an 
acute sense of ionelin^s and if sus¬ 
ceptible and knoyviedgeable, he 
regrets over the steep fall in human 
values and relations. In moments of 
intense introspection, he visualises 


the likely consequences that may 
overwhelm the vile worshippers of 
Mammon and tite fond followers of 
Satan within. 

The crisis of character and con¬ 
science torment all those who feel for 
others but find themselves helpless 
and handicapped to redeem the sor¬ 
did situation. Such is the lot of a com¬ 
mon citizen, caught up in the c(4>web 
of lust, smoke and sorrow of a city 
life. Many a time he finds himself in a 
bind, with the escape route almost 
sealed, the hair turning grey 
rather early and children getting 
more and more demanding and 
desperate. 

In the arid city-scape, dotted 
with the concrete jungle of sky¬ 
scrapers, maddening crowds and 
nagging noises at all hours, there are 
a few comforts and conveniences as 
well. Unlike in the past, house-hold 
chores have been less time-consum¬ 
ing and monotonous. Reaching one's 
place of work is faster and easier. 
There are more avenues of entertain¬ 
ment, picnics, excursions on week¬ 
ends as also the easy availability of 
round the clock fun and frolic on the 
various channels of Television. 
Horizons of self-progress have 
opened up and widened and the 
channels of information instruction 
and expert guidance for careerists 
have come within reach. Now sky is 
the limit for those who can exploit 
their initiative, ingenuity, or inherent 
talent, both for creative out-let as well 
as for business advancement. 

With odds confronting and op¬ 
portunities knocking, a big town 
presents a poignant picture of 
problems for many and possessions 
for some. Many a time a common 


citizen gets entrapped unawares by a 
sudden twist of events like the 
bomb blasts, communal/ethnic 
riots, vagaries of weather or a sud¬ 
den disruption of transport. The 
proverbial 'pot of gold' that had 
brought him to the whirlpool of 
metropolitan glitter and glamour, 
remains a pipe-dream and the ex¬ 
pectations of his kith and kin, 
whether living with him or left be¬ 
hind at home in some village or 
.small town, start crumbling down 
with the passage of time. The poor 
fellow is lost in the maze of urban- 
magic and finally contents himself 
with two square meals a day plus a 
few assets, not worth the sweat and 
years that he has sacrificed, 

"Once there (town/city) always 
there" till death or the retirement age 
does him part. Millions already are 
and millions more are getting ready 
to be engulfed by loneliness, to 
come an anonymous one among the 
thousands of others on the pave¬ 
ments, crushed in trains and buses, 
belly to belly, breathing down each 
other's necks, too tightly packed to 
fall, each absorbing the shock or 
squeeze, and totally indifferent to the 
rest. Having spent the best part of his 
life in a big town, the common man 
does not feel sure of the ground under 
his/her feet and all passicxis and pur¬ 
suits of life gone-by look like a mere 
chasing of illusions and delusions, 
witii neither dd values standing by 
him nor tite new ones fully erect^ or 
established. A stranger amcmg hiends 
and aliens alike, his me foot is in the 
fost moving boat of urban tempo and - 
tenm, whfle his cAher foot is in tiw static 
past that he had disowned long long 
ago. 
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General Studies Scene 


Q. 1. The scenario of environment and forests in 
India continues to cause concern. What have been the 
achievements of the Seventh Five Year Plan in this 
regard? What is the strategy adopted in the Eighth Plan 
to protect forests and environment? 

Ans. The dwindling forest cover in our country is a 
matter of grave concern and results in an estimated 6000 
million tonnes of top soil, rich in nutrients, flowing into 
the sea every year. According to Eighth Plan document, 
total area under forest cover in India decreased from 
6,42,041 square km in 1987 to 6,40,1.34 sq. km in 1989. 
Surprisingly, this depletion in forest cover has taken place 
despite tall claims of the government to have achieved 
additional afforestation of 46.50 lakh hectares during the 
Sixth Plan and 88.70 hectares during the Seventh Five Year 
Plan. 

High levels of pollution in the air and water country 
continue to cause serious concern. Rapid growth of urban 
settlements and industries is mainly responsible for this. 

Barring poor showing on the front of bringing more 
areas under forest cover, other achievements of the 
Seventh Plan are encouraging. The Central and State 
water pollution control boards have been activated to 

. keep a watch on the water flowing into 14 major rivers. 
This is being done with the help of 200 water quality 
monitoring stations, 173 coastal monitoring stations and 
85 air quality monitoring stations. It has been ensured that 
50% of the major and medium industries install effluent 
treatment plants. Environmental impact assessment of 
major hydro-electric power, mining, industrial and ther¬ 
mal power projects was carried out for 1464 development 
projects during 1985-90. Ganga Action Plan was launched 
in 1985 and 147 schemes were completed during the 
Seventh Plan, which include the schemes of low cost 
sanitation, river front development and construction of 
electrical crematoria. National Forest Policy of 1988 
aimed at strengthening environment stability and ecologi¬ 
cal balance. Substantial progress was made in wild-life 
protection and conservation. In addition, social forestry 
projects, afforestation, forest research. Forest Fire Control 
projects, wasteland development, etc. are some other 
areas in which significant achievements have been made. 

The Eighth Five Year Plan places even more emphasis 
on all above aspects. Ganga Action Plan is to be converted 
into National Rivers Action Plan. It is also proposed to 
encourage setting up of joint and common effluent treat¬ 
ment plants for small and medium industries. Efforts are 
afoot to strengthen National Parks and Sanctuaries. 
Eighth Plan lays special emphasis on the system of res- 
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toration and regeneration, under which a person or or¬ 
ganisation responsible for degrading the environment 
will be made to regenerate and restore the areas degraded 
by them. This would also result in generating substantial 
employment opportunities. A comprehensive policy on 
nature and natural resources is also on the anvil. In addi¬ 
tion, the Eighth Plan also strives to achieve success by 
decentralising the decision making, involvement of Non- 
Government Organisations (NGOs) in a big way. It is, 
however, admitted that the Eighth Plan does not have 
anything drastic to withstand the pressures on ecology 
and environment caused by increasing population, ur¬ 
banisation, modernisation and industrialisation. 

Q. 2 What are the achievements of India in the field 
of ocean development? What strategy is being followed 
in the Eighth Plan to continue this trend? 

Ans. One of the basic thrust areas of the Policy on 
Science and Technology in India is on utilising all our 
resources so that a large section of our society could 
benefit from the studies made in the field of science. In this 
direction, achievements in the field of ocean development 
and exploration are noteworthy. One of the important 
areas pertains to collection and harvesting of pollymctal- 
lic nodules from the ocean. India has been granted 
1,50,000 sq. km mining site in the Central Indian Ocean 
out of the prospective area of 3,00,000 sq. km. Indian 
scientists have aWady completed a first order survey of 
the said area. It was in August 1987 when India became 
the first country in the world to get a mine site registered 
for mining in the Ocean, with the designation of "pioneer 
investor". In addition, several expeditions to Antarctica 
have also resulted in establishing two permanent research 
stations, there, for oceanographic research. Moreover, two 
marine pollution control centres have been set up in Bom¬ 
bay and Calcutta. 

For the Eighth Five Year Plan, the following strategy 
is envisaged; 

(a) To develop the knowledge of physiccxhemical 
structure of earth water sea system to identify the resour¬ 
ces. 

(b) To develop and deploy modem remote sensing 
and data acquisition systems to monitor the dynamic state 
of oceanic regime and analytical framework. 

(c) To promote research and data base. 

(d) To develop sea-bed mining t^nology for extrac¬ 
tion of metals and chemicals. 

(e) To direct Antarctic research towafrds playing a 
meaningful role in the tapping tiie Antarctic minetals. 


T 



Hence, basic thrust in the Eighth Plan is on the re- 
sear^ and deep sea-bed exploration' The allied areas of 
thrust are marine pollution control, harnessing wave 
energy, remote sensing and creation of data bases. 

Q. 3. What do you understand by "Debt-Trap"? 
What is India's position in this regard? Do you think 
that India is fast moving towards a debt-trap? 

Ans. For rapid development all developing nations 
needadec^uate doses of foreign exchange. Import of new 
technologies, financing of new developmental projects 
and import of essential items like petroleum, fertilizers, 
etc require heavy amounts of foreign exchange. One of the 
major problems that developing countries face is that the 
availability of foreign exchange is not commensurate with 
the volume requir^. Major sources of foreign exchange 
are export surplus—^which is very rare—remittances of 
non-resident citizens employed abroad, foreign aid, 
foreign investments and foreign loans. Foreign loans is 
one of the major sources of availability of precious foreign 
exchange. Such loans are obtained by the developing 
countries for financing the developmental and other 
projects which are aimed at export promotion or import 
substitution. However, at times some third world 
countries fail to manage their borrowings properly and 
land into a situation in which they have to obtain further 
foreign loans for servicing their existing loans. Such a 
.situation is known as a debt-trap. Under such a situation 
the country concerned gets enrapped in the vicious circle 
of debt and their ratio of debt servicing to the total exports 
also goes up. In other words, a country with a high debt- 
service to total exports ratio is likely to fall into a debt- 
trap. 

India's external debt today stands at oyer $ 75 billion. 
It is estimated that by the year 1996-97, India's external 
debt will rise to a whopping $ 97 billion. An estimated 
$ 15 billion are required by India during the next three 
years to discharge the obligations of existing debt-servic¬ 
ing for which at least half of this amount is required as net 
inflow. It is also estimated that at the present rate of 
borrowing, India may emerge as the second-largest 
debtor after Brazil, at the turn of the century. 

Diverse views are expressed on whether or not India 
will fall into a debt-trap in the years to come. Going by the 
Indian rate of growth of exports upto 1992-93 and the 
quantum of foreign loans being availed, it appears that 
India is fast moving towards an Inevitable debt-trap. 
Necessarily we have to reduce our dependence on foreign 
borrowings and step-up the export ^owth rate. As per 
rough estimates, if mdia can maintain a steady export- 
growth rate of 15%, during the next five years, it would 
successfully come out of the danger zone. The recent 
policies of restructuring^and liberalisation augur well for 
our country. Export growth rate, which was sluggish over 
the past few years, is targeted at 20% during the current 
flnandal year. If the perrarmance of exports during the 
first five months (April-August 1993) is any indication, 
when over 24% growth rate has been achieved in exports, 
the targets of 20% may not be difficult to achieve. Besides 
increased growth rate of exports, efforts are required for 




proper import substitution, particularly in the oU sector. 
During the same period of five months imports have ., 
registered a negative growth rate. If we ate able to sustain 
the present-day trend, it appears that the coimtry will tide ' 
over the impending crisis. Of course, the on-going trerid 
of economic reforms should continue with renewed 
vigour. 

Q. 4. What is inflation? What are its causes and how 
can it be controlled? Discuss in Indian context 

Ans. A situation of persistent price rise over a long 
period of time is called inflation. A functional or moderate 
rice rise is considered good for the growth of an economy 
ut when such price rise crosses the safe limits, it seriously 
jeopardises the entire economic planning. A moderate 
price rise provides adequate opportunities of growth and 
profit to the businessmen, although it adversely affects the 
fixed salaried classes. This situation also encourages the 
investment in the economy by creating favourable atmos¬ 
phere for trade and industry. 

On the other hand, higher levels of inflation rate upset 
the planning and budgetary provisions for developmen¬ 
tal projects, particularly the long term projects. It also 
affects the real income of the people and perpetuates 
poverty among the poorer sections. In India, inflation 
usually follows a cyclical pattern and is directly affected 
by the agricultural yield. However, wide fluctuations also 
occur by abnormal situations like strikes, wars, natural 
disasters, political instability, etc. 

Traditionally, higher money supply has been iden¬ 
tified as the root cause of inflation, creating a situation 
where more money chases lesser goods. Other causes of 
inflation directly flow out of the broad classification of (a) 
Cost-push inflation and {b) demand-pull inflation. Cost- 
push inflation, as its name suggests, is the result of overall 
increase in the cost of production in the economy. Cost- 
push may be caused by increased wage-rate, increased 
cost of raw material, increased cost of spares and acces¬ 
sories, increased cost of capital or increased cost of im¬ 
ported components and other inputs required in the 
production process. In other words, cost-push inflation 
causes overall price-rise as a result of supply factors. 
Demand-pull inflation, on the other hand, is caused by the 
disequilibrium caused on the demand front. When the 
demand for goods and services in the economy is more 
than their supply, the price level In general rises due to 
operation of law of demand. Demand-pull inflation is 
witnessed temporarily during the festival season and also 
during the year of bad agricultural crop. 

Economic theory provides for several remedies to tide 
over the problem of inflation. Reduction in the money 
supply is one of the main weapons. Money supply is 
restricted by limiting the credit creation by banks as well 
as by raising the rates of interest. The other methods are 
reduction in budgetary as well as fiscal deficit, use of 
advanced technology, increased production, price con¬ 
trols etc. But while adopting the deflationary methods, 
due care must be taken to ensure that the policies so 
adopted do not result in retarding the developmental 
process and the growth rate. , 
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ARGUMEN1ATION 


Argumentative Questions 
Sociai and Economic Probiems 


Evil Aspect of Elections 

Q. Nehru once 

said that often enough elections 
bring out the evil side of man and 
they do not always lead to the suc¬ 
cess of the better man." Do you 
agree with this view? Give argu¬ 
ments For and Against it. 

Ans. A mini-general election (poll¬ 
ing in five Stales and the Union Territory 
of Delhi) is scheduled to he held in the 
country in the next feio days and the 
results would be out by the first week of 
December. Hectic political acthnty takes 
place at election time, large amounts of 
money arc spent on electoral campaigns, 
much hostility is aroused and, on many 
occasions, some heads get broken and 
sei’eral rcfiulations are smashed. Even so, 
elections are an essential part of 
democracy and are indispensable. 
Defending the processes linked mth elec¬ 
tions, Ncliru also expressed the viev> that 
simply because some a<il results arc as- 
soemted with elections, vv cannot allow 
democracy to become a close preserve of 
those who possess thick skins, loud mices 
and accommodating consciences. 

Arguments For the View 

1. There is widespread agree¬ 
ment that elections, especially those 
held in a complex country such as 
India, often bring out the evil side of 
man. There is considerable display of 
hypcKrisy, and much falsehood is in 
evidence during election campaigns. 
Very often, limits of decency are 
crossed and bitter rivals resort to 
character assassinations and per¬ 
sonal attacks. Accusations of various 
types are hurled against rival can- 
clidates. Not to speak of India, even in 
the US elections are characterised by 
speeches and writings which amount 
to character assassination. So, such 
exercises should be avoided. 

2. Many elections do not result 


in fair verdicts because of the use of 
money and muscle power. There is 
much violence and several Jives are 
lost in bitter election battles. There is 
endless waste of time, much frustra¬ 
tion and misutilisation of talent and 
vigour that can be put to better use 
than holding elections. It is wrong to 
accept the verdict of the purchased 
and misguided voters. 

3. Since the selection of can¬ 
didates is often based on unethical 
considerations, nepotism and other 
extraneous factors, many deserving 
people are left out of the contests and 
undeserving people get elected in¬ 
stead. How can they provide honest, 
efficient governments? 

4. Elections in India are par¬ 
ticularly unsatisfactory exercises be¬ 
cause of the relatively low voting 
percentages; the massive illiteracy, 
besides the caste and communal 
prejudices, tend to mar the electoral 
scene and distort the verdict. The 
country has held several general elec¬ 
tions since Independence but in no 
case has the winning party secured 
more than 40 or 45 per cent of the 
votes, thus preventing a clear verdict 
of the electorate. What sort of 
democracy do we have when the 
ruling party secures a minority of 
votes and seldom has clear majority 
backing? When Parliament and the 
State Assemblies are not fully repre¬ 
sentative of the electorate, how can 
they speak for the nation or even a , 
majority of the people? 

Arguments Against the View 

1. The elections help to en¬ 
lighten and educate the people on 
many problems and issues facing the 
country. Such education is not pos¬ 
sible through other available means. 
Even though the people are largely 
illiterate, they are not carried away 
by passions or the rhetoric of clever. 


selBsh tub-thumpers. They have all 
along displayed maturity and acted 
with responsibility. 

2. True, the successful can¬ 
didates are generally not the best and 
the most deserving people, but the 
highly talented people, including in¬ 
tellectuals and others of their stand¬ 
ard are unwilling to indulge in hectic 
campaigning. They detest the hustle 
and bustle of mass contacts. Their 
preference is to get nominated to the 
legislatures. But the practice of 
nominations is wholly undemiKratic 
and makes nonsense of the principles 
for which democracy stands. The 
persons who are successful in the bat¬ 
tles of the hustings are admittedly not 
the most deserving but they are rela¬ 
tively better equipped to represent 
the common people than those who 
live in ivory towers and in worlds of 
their own, away from the harsh 
realities. 

3. As for bringing out the evil 
side of man, the fact is that the 
politicians in the field must have a 
clean record in respect of public deal¬ 
ings, personal and family life, finan¬ 
cial matters, business dealings, etc. 
The so-called attempts at character 
assassination serve a useful purpose. 
They expose the faults and weak¬ 
nesses of the contenders as nothing 
else can. Only those who are honest 
and have a spotless character pass the 
test of public attacks. Elections are a 
test of moral strength, forbearance, 
soundness of character, flawless 
family history, excellent all-round 
record and much else besides. Char¬ 
acter assassination takes place when 
there are specific weak spots in one's 
career. A person whose moral charac¬ 
ter leaves much to be desired and 
who has repeatdHIy flouted moral 
and ethical codes rightly gets ex¬ 
posed during what may be described 
as a crucible in which purity is tested. 
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through an ordeal as it were. This 
happens in every country where elec¬ 
tions are regularly held and no holds 
are barred. Thtwe who fail in the test 
do not deserve to become legislators, 
especially of the supreme legislature 
(Parliament). 

4. As for the allegation of 
nepotism and accommodation of 
wives, sons, sons-in-law, nephews 
and nieces in the process of nomina¬ 
tion of party candidates for elections, 
this is a practice that is not new or 
unusual. No worthy person should 
be made to suffer simply because he 
or she is related to a Minister or some 
other VIP. Such nominees may have a 
good family background and the ap¬ 
propriate qualifications. 

5. The belief that unknown in¬ 
dividuals have a greater right to get 
party nomination is erroneous. In the 
IAS examination, for instance, can¬ 
didates who have the civil service 
family history (through brother or 
father IAS officers) are often 
preferred, provided they fare well in 
the written and oral examinations. 
Similarly, the candidates foroArmy 
and Air Force posts, young men who 
belong to families having men and 
women in the defence services are 
generally favoured; at any rate, such 
links should not, and do nut, mean 
disqualification in any sense. 

The CHOGM Flop 

Q. "The 29th session of the 
Conunonwealth Heads of Govern¬ 
ment Meeting (CHOGM) held in 
Cyprus in the last week of October, 
1993, was a futile exercise and 
showed that the organisation 
should be dissolved." Give argu¬ 
ments For and Against this assess¬ 
ment 

Ans. The latest session of 
CHOGM, which concluded at Limassol 
in Nicosia on October 26,1993, was by 
and large a dismal show. There was no 
full-fledged declaration of princmles at 
theend of the discussions, Utrgeli/ because 
no specific agreement could be reached 
except on generalities and peripheral is¬ 
sues. The arrangements were, as usual, 
commendable; there were the all-too- 
familiar lavish dinners, a week-end 
holiday and fomwl addresses, but as for 
solid achievement there was little to write 


home about, ft toas the first such gather- 
ing after the end of the Cold War. The 
preceding one (held in 1991) was 
memorable for the Harare Declamtion 
which, incidentally, was reaffirmed in 
Nicosia. This association of 50 Common¬ 
wealth members was started with a 
flourish as a forum at which the members 
of this unique body could exchange their 
views euery two years and arrive at a 
consensus on important matters when¬ 
ever possible. But with every passing 
year its utility has decreased. Is this not 
the right tune to dissolve the association ? 

Arguments For the Afiew 

1. Like the erstwhile Soviet 
Union, the Commonwealth system 
has virtually collapsed because of the 
differences in outlook among the 
members many of whom belong to 
different races, and the varying al¬ 
liances and alignments. There is not 
much in rommon among its mem¬ 
bers. There is a noticeable lack of 
unity among its members and as¬ 
sociates. What purpose does 
CHOGM serve now? 

2. The principal item on the 
agenda of the latest CHOGM session 
was the urgency and importance of 
evolving a New World Order. The 
discussions, or to be more precise, the 
reading out of high sounding printed 
speeches and addresses, attracted lit¬ 
tle notice and were merely for the 
record about which few people 
bother. 

3. There was no dearth of inter¬ 
national problems to be discussed, 
and resolved if possible. For instance, 
there was the Cyprus issue (Mr 
Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe, Presi¬ 
dent of the session, admitted that he 
had been deeply moved by a living 
chain of 40,000 Cypriot women 
demanding the liberation of Cyprus, 
stretching 68 kms from Limassol to 
Nicosia.) He called for sanctions by 
the Commonwealth nations against 
Turkey; and if the aggressor did not 
yield, the UN forces in the island 
should be augmented by Common¬ 
wealth troops. Significantly, Mr 
Mugabe calmed down within 24 
hours and virtually withdrew his 
plea. This reflected indecision and 
wavering in attitudes. CHOGM is 
very much like the UN; the member¬ 


ship of the former is 50 while that of 
the tatter has gone up to 184. 

4. Even on the burning question 
of Bosnia-Herzegovina there was no 
firm pronouncement, though there 
was a plea for a "just, comprehensive 
and equitable peace settlement". Lit¬ 
tle would have been lost if the 
CHCXJM had not held its Cyprus 
summit; in fact, much money and. 
energy could have been saved by 
cancelling or indefinitely postponing 
it. 

Arguments Against the View 

1. Since the UN structure, espe¬ 
cially that of the Security Council, is 
faulty, the Commonwealth can play a 
timely and useful role. CHOGM can 
reach a consensus which would be a 
better guarantee as a base for opera¬ 
tions than a sole super power (the 
USA) dominating the UN Council. 

2. Most other members of 
CHCX5M evinced little interest in, or 
benefited from, the session, India has 
however something to be thankful 
for. For one thing, Ms Benazir 
Bhutto's attempt to raise the Kashmir 
question at the session proved abor¬ 
tive because bilateral issues were not 
permitted to be raised by the summit 
President in conformity with past 
practice. For another, in the com¬ 
munique issued after the meeting, 
there was condemnation of the 
menace of terrorism; it was openly 
described as "a danger to 
democracy". 

3. India also has the satisfaction 
of having scored a propaganda point 
through an announcement, evidently 
a well-thought-out exercise, that 
India and Pakistan would be meeting 
soon to discuss ail bilateral issues, 
including Kashmir. The Indian 
spokesman said the talks could start 
at any time Pakistan wanted. The 
Pakistan delegation found itself at a 
disadvantage because it was taken by 
surprise and could not readily fix a 
date for the talks, though it agreed to 
the suggestion in principle. 

4. While it is true that all talk of 
a "New World Order" has proved 
fruitless so far, there is much to be 
gained by repeatedly laying stress on 
it. The next session of CHOGM, 
scheduled to be held in New Zealand 
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after two years, is likely to have 
before it a report from an inter¬ 
governmental body on "a global 
humanitarian order which might 
help to eliminate violence, at least to 
some extent. Thus CHOGM would 
have a chance to move beyond its 
narrow confines which had restricted 
its potential for making an impact. 

5, The Commonwealth summit 
on October 25 launched a new 
scholarship scheme named after the 
former Indian Prime Minister, Mr 
Rajiv Gandhi. The scheme will allow 
more than IIX) students from Com¬ 
monwealth countries to pursue post¬ 
graduate studies in correspondence 
with the Indira Gandhi National 
Open University without leaving 
their country. CHOGM has also 
launched some other beneficial 
schemes for young people. 

Obsolete UN Weapon 

Q. Economic sanctions by the 
United Nations have proved to be a 
largely futile weapon since it does 
not achieve the aim in view. Give 
arguments For and Against this view. 

Ans. The UN Charter ctwisaged 
the imposition of economic and other 
sanctions against any country that defies 
the resolutions of the rvorld body and 
hence of the international community. 
UN sanctions were imposed in recent 
times against South Africa, Rhodesia, 
former Yugoslavia, Angola, Haiti, Iraq, 
Somalia and Libya. In some of these cases 
the countries concerned suffered heavily 
but there have been hardly any cases 
where the basic purpose of the sanctions 
was fully achieivd. There has conse¬ 
quently been no case in which the directly 
hit country was brought to its knees and 
made to abandon the stand it had taken in 
defiance of the UN, or to be more precise. 
Security Council, directives. Should UN 
sanctions be dropped as a weapon for 
compelling compliance and teaching the 
defaulters a lesson to remember while 
d^ing the toorld? This question has 
become rather conirorvrsial. Oddly 
enough, even India is threatened with 
U.S. sanctions if it does not permit access 
to financial institutions for operations! 

Arguments For the View 

1. Experience of recent events in 
Angola, Haiti and Somalia has clear¬ 


ly shown that the purpose of UN 
sanctions has been defeated because 
of the counter-threats by certain 
governments and amied opponents. 
The worst experience in recent times 
has been in ^rnialia where a strong 
and popular tribal warlord, M.F. 
Hasan Aidid, not only defied the UN 
resolutions but waged a regular, 
determined war against UN troops 
and also inflicted casualties on 
military personnel of several nations, 
including Pakistan. 

2. Whenever UN imposes sanc¬ 
tions, there are in almost all cases dif¬ 
ferences of opinion among the big 

owers. The former Soviet Union and 
ranee have often differed from the 
USA wht)se President has in many 
cases pressurised the Security Coun¬ 
cil members to impose sanctions to 
serve certain American political ob¬ 
jectives, short-term and long-term. To 
the extent that two major powers did 
not, (and were not willing to) extend 
whole-hearted cooperation in this 
matter, the sanctions were weakened 
and not fully effective. 

3. In Haiti, a small, im¬ 
poverished and supposedly insig¬ 
nificant country, a "tinpot" set-up 
dominated by drug traffickers vir¬ 
tually humiliated the UN Security 
Ct)uncil and overawed it with threats 
of violence. Haiti is believed to be the 
first country to prompt the UN to im¬ 
pose economic sanctions on the 
ground that a democratically elected 
regime was ousted by a military 
coup. Haiti has also the dubious dis¬ 
tinction of being the only country 
against which UN sanctions were im¬ 
posed, suspended and then reim¬ 
posed. The reason for the 
reimposition of sanctions was that 
Haiti violated the agreement reached 
through international consultations. 

4. A similar occurrence in An¬ 
gola, where a solemn accord was vio¬ 
lated by a guerrilla group, UNITA 
(backed by ^uth Africa and the CIA 
of the USA) showed the futility of 
such UN action. The rebel group 
defied the United Nations by dis¬ 
regarding the results of an election 
which the UN had described after in¬ 
vestigation to be free and fair. The 
bitter conflict, in violation of interna¬ 
tional understandings, and a large- 


scale war resulted in the deaths of 
about 1000 people every day. The UN 
has proved to be wholly ineffective in 
ensuring peace in that strife-torn 
land. 

5. Economic sanctions are a 
potent weapon having much deter¬ 
rent value and the erring countries 
generally fear the consequents. 

Argument Against the View 

1. Since the loss of life Involved 
in sending armed forces to a war-af¬ 
flicted country is heavy, economic 
sanctions are the only way out if the 
UN is to assert itself in cases clearly 
calling for enforcement of peace, due 
regard for human rights and prevent¬ 
ing downright massacres of innocent 
men, women and children by politi¬ 
cally motivated gangs and other law¬ 
less elements. 

2. Economic sanctions, coupled 
with a general boycott and curbs on 
supply of weapons, oil and other 
commodities, prove effective, at least 
to some extent, in bringing defiant 
regimes to the right path. South 
Africa is one example. Although 
there were other factors also that had 
their effect in ending apartheid, the 
embargo on the supply of certain 
comm^ities did show results in the i 
long term. As Dr Nelson Mandela ‘ 
confirmed when the international [ 
community decided to lift sanctions, 
including those on oil and arms sup¬ 
plies, imposed on South Africa early 
in October this year, the sanctions 
had caused considerable damage to 
the economy of that country over a 
period of years. 

3. The fact that in the case of 
South Africa, Rhodesia and Iraq, cer¬ 
tain big powers such as UK, France 
and the USA, had much stake in the 
ostracised country was a notable fac¬ 
tor. But the fact that the decisions to 
impose sanctions against an erring 
nation are not the result of unani¬ 
mous decisions does not detract from 
the validity or desirability of enforc¬ 
ing restrictions through international 
consensus. Loopholes and flaws 
there always wouM be (as in Iraq and 
erstwhile Yugoslavia) but then vested 
interests cannot be eliminated in all 
cases. 
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CAREER 


Opportunities in 
Manage Ti ent—II 


In the previous issue of "The 
Competition Master" basic informa¬ 
tion about opportunities in manage¬ 
ment was given. Details about 
Common Admission Test (CAT) and 
entrance examinations, conducted by 
several universities and institutions 
offering MBA programme, were also 
given. In addition, information about 
correspondence/self-instructional 
programmes leading to MBA degiee 
was also given. 

It is evident that the most dif¬ 
ficult a.spect of getting a MBA degree 
is the CAT or entrance test. Once ad¬ 
mitted, the candidates usually do not 
find it tough to pass the papers. Sihee 
the number of seats is very limited 
and the number of aspirants is loo 
high, the admission test, de-facto be¬ 
comes the most formidable hurdle in 
obtaining the prestigious MBA de¬ 
gree. It is therefore, necessary that the 
candidates must prepare thoroughly 
to successfully cross this hurdle. 

How to Prepare? 

Preparations for MBA entrance 
examination need in-depth 
knowledge, analytical mind, sharp 
memory and above all, systematic 
planning and preparations. Needless 
to .say that the candidates cannot and 
should not attempt the preparations 
overnight. Since the competition is 
taken by the best available talent 
from all disciplines, meticulous and 
long-run preparations are required to 
get admitted to the programme. Al¬ 
though the syllabi and con¬ 
tents/papers in the 

admi^ion/entrance test differ from 
university to university (and be¬ 
tween the Institutes as well), there are 
certain common aspects that appear 
in most of the entrance tesls/CATs in 


one form or the other. These aspecte 
include tests on quantitative ap¬ 
titude, reasoning, intelligence, com¬ 
prehension, case analysis, 
relationships, word power, 
synonyms, antonyms, general 
knowledge/awareness, etc. It is 
therefore, essential that the can¬ 
didates start preparing well in ad¬ 
vance on all the above aspects. If one 
can get hold of previous year's 
papers or at least the pattern, this 
would go a long way in guiding the 
candidates to prepare properly for 
the test. 

Some tips to prepare on some im¬ 
portant aspects which are common to 
most of the entrance examinations, 
are given below; 

(a) Quantitative Aptitude; A 
candidate seeking admission to MBA 
programme is expected to have ap¬ 
titude for basic and elementary ac¬ 
counting as well as the knack of 
solving the simple arithmetic 
problems. This is one of the areas in 
the admission test which, if properly 
prepared and practised, is likely to 
put the candidate ahead of others, as 
one can hope to score even 100% 
marks in this part. There may be 
several types of questions that may 
form part of quantitative aptitude 
test. The first category could be 
simple arithmetic problems includ¬ 
ing profit and loss, percentages, ratio, 
averages, partnership, etc. Such 
problems involve simple calculations 
and with a little practice and basic 
aptitude, can be solved correctly. The 
second category of questions could 
involve multiplication or divisions in 
5 to 6 figures or decimals. It may be 
quite time consuming if the can¬ 
didates start actually attempting the 
entire calculations. Since the can¬ 


didates are required to work against 
time it is not advisable to waste time 
on such calculations. With a little 
practice, the candidates can easily 
eliminate most of the choices 
straightaway to arrive at the correct 
answer even without any calcula¬ 
tions. This can be achieved If the can¬ 
didates look at all the choices 
carefully before actually attempting 
the calculations. Another category of 
questions may be directed at testing 
only the intelligence of the candidate 
and not his/her ability to calculate. 
There may be some other questions 
aimed at testing the common sense of 
the candidates. The entire area of 
quantitative aptitude, therefore, 
needs constant practice to calculate 
quickly with accuracy. More practice 
is also essential for the candidates to 
gain confidence in this part of the 
test. Even if a candidate does not 
have the basic aptitude for figure- 
work, hc/she can make up for this 
deficiency by regular practice and a 
lot of hard work. It is strongly recom¬ 
mended that the candidates practise 
and attempt all the questions on 
quantitatives in the Intelligence Tests 
appearing in all the issues of "The 
Competition Master". In addition to 
providing adequate practice to the 
candidates, these tests also give 
methods to solve some typical prob¬ 
lem, which without hints to solve, 
may appear to be difficult for the 
candidates lacking flair for figure 
work. 

(b) Logical Reasoning: Ques¬ 
tions on logical reasoning may b^ of 
several types and in several forms. 
These could include a statement on 
which the candidates are asked to 
draw correct inference out of the 
given choices. There could be ques- 
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tions on series of words and figures, 
arrangement of alphabets, brain 
trnscrs or even such questions as only 
call for drawing logical inferences. 
Just like quantitative aptitude test, 
this portion of admission test also 
needs special and detailed prepara¬ 
tions and practice. Most of the ques¬ 
tions under this category infact test 
the common sense and .sense of 
proportion and reasoning among the 
candidates and therefore, must be at¬ 
tempted with a cool head. In case of 
statements, the given statement as 
well as choices given must be read at 
least twice before choosing the right 
answer. In case there are more than 
three questions on arrangements of 
alphabets, it is advisable to write 
down all the alphabets on the rough 
work sheet. This will facilitate easy 
and quick attempt of questions on 
alphabets. Similarly, there could be 
certain questions on distances 
travelled in different directions. In 
such questions it is proper to draw a 
rough diagram giving distances 
travelled in various directions to get 
the correct answer. Constant practice 
in the questions on reasoning would 
make the candidates confident to 
tackle this particular aspect of the 
test. "The Competition Master" 
provides rich material every month 
on the tests of reasoning. This can 
further be supplemented by a stand¬ 
ard book like 'Test of Reasoning" by 
Khanna Brothers (Publishers), Chan¬ 
digarh. To do well in this part of the 
test, the candidates must therefore, 
practise hard. 

(c) Comprehension Test: Com¬ 
prehension test is aimed at gauging 
the understanding of English lan¬ 
guage by the candidates. Usually, a 
paragraph is given which the can¬ 
didates are required to go through 
carefully and then answer the ques¬ 
tion by choosing the correct answer. 
To attempt this part speedily and cor¬ 
rectly, the candidates must practise 
reading with a quick speed and un¬ 
derstanding the entire passage. 
Answer to most of the questions are 
easily located within the passage it¬ 
self. But there arc certain questions, 
answers to which are not directly 


available in the given passage. Such 
questions can only be answered by 
those candidates who can under¬ 
stand the passage fully. Although ef¬ 
fective handling of this part depends 
on the basic understanding of 
English language by the candidates. 
Regular practice would help the can¬ 
didates to attempt the comprehen¬ 
sion test in more effective and 
appropriate manner. Tests of English 
language given in every issue of this 
magazine invariably contain small 
comprehension passages. Practice of 
such passages may be of great help to 
the candidates for preparing this test. 

(d) General Awareness: As the 
name suggests, the test of general 
awareness aims to judge the general 
knowledge of the candidates. Basic 
facts about all aspects of general 
knowledge like Science, Geography, 
History, Economics, Polity, etc are es¬ 
sentially required to be known. A 
good knowledge of all branches of 
general knowledge is essential which 
can only be achieved by reading gotxl 
books. "The Competition Master", 
duly supplemented by a standard 
book like "General knowledge 
Refresher" by O.P. Khanna provides 
adequate material on general aware¬ 
ness. This part can also bo 
strengthened by regular reading of 
good newspapers. 

In addition to the above four 
aspects, which usually form part of 
all admission tests/entrance tests, 
there are other aspects like word- 
power, word relationships, case 
analysis, etc which also need careful 
preparations and practice. A serious 
candidate has to devote a lot of time 
on ail the aspects of the admission 
test and it is advisable that the 
preparations are started at least an 
year in advance. As stated earlier, 
this magazine takes care of most of 
the aspects of admission/entrance 
test. 

Group Discussion and 
Interview 

Some of the universities/in¬ 
stitutes have group discussions and 
interview also as parts of admission 
test to MBA programme. These tests 


are held to judge the suitability of a 
candidate for the esteemed 
programme. The group discussions 
are held under the supervision of the 
experts, who look for the qualities 
like ability to express, reasoning, 
power to argue, initiative and leader¬ 
ship qualities among the candidates. 
Interview, on the other hand, is held 
to evaluate other traits of personality 
of the candidates like knowledge, 
suitability, judgemeat, sense of 
proportion, manners, expression, in¬ 
telligence, etc. It also looks for the 
variety of interests and accomplish¬ 
ments of the candidates in extra-cur¬ 
ricular activities including sports. 
Final selection of the candidates is 
made after taking into account their 
performance in all the tests. 

MBA and Afterwards 

Successful candidates join the 
MBA programme and are then re¬ 
quired to qualify all the prescribed 
papers. MBA-degree syllabus usual¬ 
ly has one project work and some 
on-the-job training. Successful com¬ 
pletion of all these leads a candidate 
to acquire the MBA degree. 

First few years of managerial ser¬ 
vice are quite hard. At the beginning 
of their career, the managerial profes¬ 
sionals have to establish themselves. 
This not only provides them with re¬ 
quired skills and knowledge, but also ■ 
gives them much-needed self-con- ■ 
fidence and self-satisfaction. All the : 
candidates, aspiring to take on | 
management services as their career, 
must remember that this field is full 
of competition and those who are ' 
willing to put in a lot of hard work, 
capable of working for longer hours 
and dedicated to work, are likely to 
rise up in the managerial hierarchy. 
Easy going persons, who are in¬ 
capable of giving desired results, are 
likely to get lost in the middle 
echelons of management. A truly 
challenging and competitive career, 
management must be chosen after 
detail^ self-analysis and introspec¬ 
tion by the candidates. Of course, for 
the right candidates with rich ap¬ 
petite for success, sky is the limit. 
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Descriptive Questions 

■ I nnlv tn oat. Riit whn ran Hmiv thp I errmnmv bark An the rails i 


Destruction of eatables 

Q. Suppose all the eatables on 
this earUi are destroyed overnight 
Give three consequences if such a 
situation arises. 

Ans. Like other species 
(animal^ birds, rodents etc.), human 
beings also eat to live. Without excep¬ 
tion, all humans prefer to have their 
eatables cooked and made to their 
taste or temperament. When bored, 
they go out of their homes to dine at 
some restaurant or an eating place, 
nut God forbid, if all the eatables, 
salty as well as sweet, get destroyed 
on this earth overnight, the resultant 
situation would be something like 
the following, both in intensity and 
irritation. 

The sudden destruction of all the 
eatables would create a situation 
fraught with confusion, crisis and 
chaos on an unprecedented scale. The 
planet earth would become a 
veritable hell where the wolves of 
hunger within would fan the fires of 
anger, and agony among all human 
beings. It would unleash the forces of 
rioting and v'iolence on such a 
stupendous scale that no power on 
earth may be able to bridle the wrath 
of the hungry or starving. Such an 
eventuality, where people of all age- 
groups are out on the streets, crying 
and clamouring for eatables, is too 
grim to Ansualise now. 

The other consequence would be 
the shutting down of shutters by res¬ 
taurants, bakeries, makers of 
sweets/salt preparations, eating 
places of varying quality and quan¬ 
tity, food processing/preparation 
plants, etc. This would naturally 
mean the opening of the flood-gates 
of unemployment, not only for ttiose 
employed in these establishments 
but also for others who are directly or 
indirectly associated with the busi¬ 
ness. I 

It is true that man does not live I 


only to eat. But who can deny the 
all-forceful fact that without eating 
men ctm neither be motivated nor 
mobilised to undertake any activity, 
whether economic, social, religious 
or humanitarian. When no eatables 
are available to eat and there is an 
all-round unrest and unhappiness, 
the very survival of human life on 
this earth would become a question 
mark. Asking human beings to live 
on raw food, would tantamount to 
adding insult to injury. The purpose 
of earning one's livelihood shall be¬ 
come irrelevant when the bread- 
earners find all eatables having 
disappeared from the earth. 

Proper utilisation of 
people's enezgies 

Q. People in our country are 
very hard-working and industrious. 
If their energies are properly 
utilised, our country can prosper at a 
faster rate. 

Suggest three effective 
measures to achieve the desired 
result mentioned in the above noted 
proposition. 

Ans. India is a land of plen^ 
(man-power, talent, resources) but 
peopl^ by the poor, who are other¬ 
wise hard-working and industrious. 
Even a moderate dose of prosperity 
has dodged them ail these years. 
Going by the statistics released by 
different official agencies, we have 
the largest number of illiterates fol¬ 
lowed by those living below the 
poverty line. The magic touch of 
prosperity has not touched them, nor 
has ttte goal of 'social justice' for all 
been realised so far. Ilte spectre of 
deprivation, degradation and 
desperation haunts most of them. No 
doubt, if we make determined efforts 
to channel the energies of our people 
and promise titem a place of honour 
and dignity under the sun, we can 
hope to make a lot of difference in 
their lot The following measures, if 
taken in all seriousness, can put the 


economy back on the rails and ac¬ 
celerate the pace of growth and 
development. 

The maxim, 'work is wor^p', 
has to be made mandatory for all 
those working in fields, factories, of¬ 
fices etc and the principle of ‘no 
work, no wages' to be enforced 
without fear or favour. Not words but 
actions, not precepts but result- 
oriented practices should be made 
the foremost motto of our national 
ethos and psyche. For all those 
engaged in different professions, 
whether in public sector or private 
sector, work should become a habit 
and not a hobby. If our people can 
work in foreign countries and earn 
pelf and plaudits alike, there is no 
reason why the same work-force can¬ 
not do wonders in India. 

Red-tapism, unnecessary con¬ 
trols and procedural bottlenecks ffiat 
hamper industrial growth or diver¬ 
sification should be given a go-bye. 
Privatisation of industries, barring 
the 'core sector', should get due 
priority under the New Economic 
Policy. 'Produce or perish' was the 
slogan in the past but now the target 
should be 'produce and export' and 
carve a substantial space in the world 
market. Examples of Germany, 
Japan, South Korea or even China, 
are enough to jolt us out of our lethar¬ 
gy and complacency. If our farmers 
can bring about 'Green and White' 
Revolutions, our workers can equally 
match their counterparts in the West 
or Asia Paciffc, in optimising produc¬ 
tion in factories and other industrial 
units. For all this, a new work-culture 
or ethics will have to be cultivated or 
created. 

A clear distinction wUl have to be 
made between the worth of a horse 
and that of an ass. Tlie tendency to 
treat them alil^ is a folly that has to . 
go now. Merit needs to be recognised 
and rewarded. Genuine grievances of 
the working classes, organised as 


DECEMBER *93 COMPETITION MASTER STO 


resources' is the only argument for 
non-participation in Ol 3 rmpics and 
other international games and sports 
competitions, they can be augmented 
by pruning expenditure on non¬ 
productive and populist prograih- 
mes which have become the bane of 
Indian economy. No one in his senses 
has ever stood in the way of increas¬ 
ing allocation of funds for sports and 
games as a part of our national pride 
and priority. If we cast a look at the 
map of the world, we will find that 
in most of the Third World 


well as unorganised, should be 
looked into without delay or dither¬ 
ing and speedy steps taken to redress 
them. Neither platitudes nor 
homilies are going to work wonders 
but only solid work in fields and fac¬ 
tories can surely usher in an era of 
prosperity that has eluded the Indian 
masses so far. 

Giving more facilities to 
working-women 

Q. Some people feel that work¬ 
ing-women should be given some 
more facilities than what they are 
getting now. 

Express your views on the state¬ 
ment by giving instances/examples 
from your own experience, reading 
or knowledge. 

Ans. It goes without saying that 
working-women, if married, bear 
double-burden and therefore deserve 
a much better deal at the hands of 
their employers and stKiety at large 
than what they are getting at present. 
Some people rightly feel and advo¬ 
cate the cause of such working- 
women as perform dual duties, first 
at home and then at places of their 
work. Since most working-women 
opt for jobs out of financial compul¬ 
sions or constraints, it is in the fitness 
of things if some special considera¬ 
tions or concessions are given to 
them, without in any case, affecting 
adversely the quality or quantity of 
the nature of work assigned to them. 
One such facility could be reduced 
hours of work to an extent that does 
not cause indiscipline or heart-burn¬ 
ing among their male-colleagues or 
superiors. If employed in govern¬ 
ment/semi-government estab¬ 
lishments, they should be posted 
near their home-towns and if and 
when they are promoted to the next 
rank, it should be kept in mind by the 
authorities concerned that the inter- 
I ests of working-women are 
protected, as far as possible. Where it 
is not pos.sibie to adjust or accom¬ 
modate working-women near their 
home-towns, they should be 
provided lodging-cum-boarding 
facilities in the Working Women Hos¬ 
tels. In order to meet the growing 
demand for such facilities, more and 


more such hostels should be con¬ 
structed. 

Since most working-women go 
in for jobs to supplemerit the family 
income which, otherwise may be in¬ 
sufficient to cope with the growing 
needs of children and elderly 
parents, social obligations et al, it is 
incumbent on their husbands or 
parents, to share the burden of house¬ 
hold chores with the working- 
women. If such an understanding or 
arrangement already exists in the 
family, it is an ideal situation. Other¬ 
wise a healthy change in the attitude 
of men-folk would greatly help in 
relieving the working-women of the 
monotony and exhaustion that 
house-hold affairs entail and exert on 
the mental as well as physical make¬ 
up. 

Last, but not least, are the 
provision of well-equipped creches, 
for children of working-women, effi¬ 
cient transport, free from the hazards 
of daily harassment of remarks, con¬ 
genial atmosphere in offices and 
places of work, exclusive retirement 
rooms with attached facilities for 
working women. In addition to con¬ 
ventional avenues of employment, 
non-conventional areas of work for 
women should also be explored. If 
need be, special facilities for their 
training may be provided for. The 
need of the hour is not charity but 
more opportunities of employment 
for women so that they become more 
relevant and resilient in the changing 
patterns and pressures of life. 

Non-participation in 

Olympics/Intemational 

games 

Q. In view of the poor resour¬ 
ces available in our country, we 
should not spend money in paiv 
ticipating in Olympics and other in- 
ternaitonal games and sports 
competitions. 

Give two arguments against this 
proposition. 

Ans. 1. Going against the spirit 
of times is like swimming against the 
current of flowing water, which 
results only in exhaustion and ex¬ 
asperation. If the 'scarcity of 


countries, that have been participat¬ 
ing in these competitions, no sane 
person has ever put forth such a 
fantastic argument for non-par¬ 
ticipation in international sports or 
games competitions. For a country 
of India's size and potentiality of its 
sports-persons, such a course of ac¬ 
tion would not only put the clock of 
sports, games and athletics back by 
a couple of years, it would also 
mean an act of treason or betrayal 
on the part of 'powers that-be'. 

2. It is the height of absurdity to 
suggest that Indian athletes and 
sportsmen should stop taking part in 
world<lass competitions simply be- 
caitse we do not have enough resour¬ 
ces to prepare them to come up to 
international standards of competi¬ 
tions and achievements. If a big 
country like China and a small one • 
like South Korea, Japan or Cuba (to 1 
name a few only) can participate and 
show commendable results, why not 
India? If the resources are scarce, in¬ 
crease them by cutting wasteful ex- I 
penditure elsewhere. If a cut or curb 
has to be applied for financial con¬ 
straints, it should apply to the hold¬ 
ing of extravaganzas like 'Cultural 
Festivals'abroad, where mqney is al¬ 
lowed flow into the drains for no sub¬ 
stantial economic advantage to the 
country in return. To advocate the 
course of 'non-participation' is the 
expression of desperatiem bom out of 
a sick mind. Such an absurd ap¬ 
proach to ah activity having interna¬ 
tional ramifications, reflects the 
bankruptcy of our ]xlicies and plan¬ 
ning as far as the promoticat pf sports, 
games and athletics in India are con¬ 
cerned. 
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Quantitative Aptitude 


The questions given below were set in the BSRB Probationaiy 
Officers'examination held on the 29th August, 1993. 

We thank Mr Rajeev Kumar fha and Mr Arbind Kumar, both 
of Patna for providing us these questions. 

1*10. What should come in place of the question mark 
(?) in the following questions? 

1. 512 + 442 + 648 = ? 


(a) 1602 (b) 1612 

(c) 1502 

(d) 1592 

(e) None of these 

2. 14.578 + 5.4 + 6.28 = ? 
(a) 26.158 (b) 26.006 

(c) 25.61 

(d) 25.898 

(e) None of these 

3. 472.5 + 1944 + 54 = ? 
(a) 408.5 (b) 508.5 

(c) 44.75 

(d) 1952.75 

(e) None of these 

4. 225x30 + 10 = ? 

(a) 665 (b) 67500 

(c) 67.5 

(d) 675 

(e) None of these 



5. 226x48 + 52 = ? 

(a) 10860 (b) 10700 

(c) 22600 

(d) 10900 

(e) None of these 

6. 7 + |x| = 7 

4 5 6 

(«) I m \ 

(r)| 

(d)f 

(e) None of these 

7. 17.69-(8.72 - 6.34) = ? 
(a) 15.21 (b) 15.31 

(c) 2.63 

(d) 20.07 

(e) None of these 

8. 45%of900 = ? 

(a) 200 (b) 445 

(c) 405 

(d) 450 

(e) None of these 

9. .= 220 

(a) 10201 (b) 10000 

(c) 101 

(d) 100 

(e) None of these 

10. 15x0.9x7.2 = ? 

(a) 94.95 (b) 121.5 

(c) 972 

(d) 95.5 


(e) None of these " 

11*15. What approximate value should come in place of 
the question marie (?) in the following questions? (You are 
not expected to work^nout the exact value.) 

y 1 'VWt s 7 

(a) no (fc) 1100 (c) 397 (d) 1200 

(e) 1300 


(c) 30 


(c) 150 


(d) 200 


(d) 24 


(d) 145 


(c) 27,000 (d) 2,70,000 


180 540 1890 7560 


(b) 36 


(b) 80 


(d) 100 


(d) 73 


(d) 180 


12. 24552 + 198 = ? 

(a) 122 (b) no (c) 150 (d) 200 

(e) 130 

13. a/534 +(6.93)^ = ? 

(fl) 60 (b) 72 (c) 30 (d) 24 

(e) 23 

14. 29% of 408 + 96 = ? 

(a) 200 (b) 120 (c) 150 (d) 145 

(e) 220 

15. 27 X 9999 = ? 

(a) 10,000 (b) 30,000 (c) 27,000 (d) 2,70,000 

(e) 2,43,000 

16-20. In each of the following questions one number is 
wrong in the series. Find out the wrong number. 

16. 828 412 204 100 48 24 9 

(<j) 412 (b) 24 (c) 48 (d) 100 

(<’) 204 

17. 61 72 60 73 59 71 58 75 

(a) 71 (b) 71 (c) 60 (d) 73 

(e) 59 

18. 24 36 81 180 540 1890 7560 

(a) 1890 (6) 36 (c) 81 (d) 180 

(c) 540 

19. 40 80 240 960 1920 7680 23040 46080 

(a) 23040 (b) 80 (c) 960 (d) 1920 

{<*) 7680 

20. 27 54 58 116 232 240 244 488 

(a) 58 (b) 244 (c) 240 (d) 232 

(c) 116 

21-25. In each of the following questions an equation is. 
presented in 4 parts with the = sign in between parts. Hie 
four parts of the equation are numbered (a), (b), (c) and (d). 
One of these parts in the question may be wrong and there¬ 
by may not yield the same result as the other three parts do. 
Find out the wrong part, if there is any. If all the four parts 
are correctly equated and all of them yield the same result^ 
the answer is (e), i.e. 'No Error'. 

21. 86 - 52 + 20 = 20 X 4 +1.7 X 0.2 = VlOOOO -16.6 

(a) (&) (c) 

2210 , , ., _ 

= - 2 g—1.6 No Error 

(d) (e) 

22. 45% of 320 = {4X3)2 = (15)^-(9)2 

(fl) (b) (c) 

= 21 X 10 - 8 X 7 No Error 
(d) (e) 


1920 7680 23040 46080 
(c) 960 (d) 1920 


No Error 
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23. 1150 X 2.5 = 700 X 4 + 15 X 5 = 5600 + 2 + 105 - 25 
(«) (b) (c) 

2 

= - X 4350 - 5 X 5 No error 
id) {e) 


24. 69 X 140 = 23 x 3x15 + 125 = 69 x 5 x 3 + 100 + 25 

(«) {b) (c) 


= 115x9 + ™- NoKrror 
4 

(rf) (f) 

25. V 2 . 2 I -0.25 = 1“ = (1.1)^ + 0.19 

(«) (b) (c) 

= 103.16 + 200.8 - 302.56 No Error 

(d) (e) 

26. Which of the following has fractions in ascending 
order? 


(fl) 


4 6 8 
5' T 9 


V®' 7' y' [5 


(,) 8 4 6 
' ^ 9' 5'7 


(<#) 9^7.5 


(c) None of these 

27. Devilal opened an electric goods shop by investing 
Rs 18,000. Bhajanlal joined him after 3 months by investing 
Rs 12,600. After one year they earned a profit of Rs 4,941. 
What will be the share of Devilal in the profit? 

(n) Rs3294 (h) Rsl70l (c) Rs 2470.50 

(d) Rs3240 (c) None of these 

28. The average of 5 consecutive odd numbers a, b, c, d, 
e, is 15. What will be the value of "e"? 

(a) 17 (li) 19 (c) 11 

(d) Data inadequate (c) None of these 

29. A train covers the distance between Stations A and B 
in 48 minutes. If the speed is increased by 5 km/hr, it will 
reach the same distance in 45 minutes. What is the present 
speed of the train in km/hr? 

(a) 90 (b) 65 (c) 75 

(d) Data inadequate (c) None of these 

30. If the length of a rectangular plot be increased by 
50% and its breadth by 20%, the new area will be how many 
times the original area? 

(fl) 1 ^ (b) if (c) 11 (d) 9 

(e) None of these 

31. Ptiresh tcxik a loan of Rs 5,000 for 3 years with simple 
interest. If after 3 years he paid Rs 6,200 including the prin¬ 
cipal and the interest accrued, what was the rate of interest 
p.c.p.a.? 

(a) Rs24 (b) Rs6.67 (c) Rs8 (d) Rs20 

(e) None of these 

32. Ganesh, Ram and Sohan together can complete a 
work in 16 days. If Ganesh and Ram together can complete 
the same work in 24 days, how many days will Sohan alone 
take to finish the work? 

(a) 40 (b) 48 (c) 32 


(d) Data inadequate (e) None of these 

33. Manmohan purchased a plot of land at Rs 1050 per 
square metre through an estate agent. The length of the plot 
was 30 metres and the rate of commission of the agent was 
2% of the plot value. Htw much commission is Manmohan 
required to pay? 

(a) Rs60 (b) Rs210 (c) Rs630 

(d) Data inadequate (e) Noneofthe.se 

34. The sum of the digits of a two-digit number is 10. If 
the places of the digits are exchanged then the new number 
is greater than the original number by 18. V^hat was the 
original number? 

(a) 37 (b) 64 (c) 73 

(d) Data inadequate (e) None of these 

35. Sanjay had kept in a bag 125 currency notes in all, in 
the denominations of Rs 100 and Rs 50. The total amount was 
Rs 10,000. How many notes he had in denominations of Rs 
100 ? 

(a) 63 (b) 25 (c) 75 

(d) Data inadequate (e) None of these 

36. The present age of John is one-fourth of his father's 
present age. Four years hence the sura of their ages will be 68. 
What is the present age of John? 

(a) 16 (b) 15 (c) 19 (rf) 12 

(c) None of these 

37. Chandra and Mohan together draw salary of Rs 
7,000, Mohan and Chiman together draw salary of Rs 8,000. 
If Chiman gets Rs 400 more than Mohan, what is Chandra's 
salary? 

(a) Rs 3,800 (b) Rs 3,500 (c) Rs 4,200 

(d) Rs 3,200 (e) None of these 

38. Jayaram purchased 300 kgs of rice at the rate of Rs 

2 

900 per quintal, -rd of the total quantity of rice was sold at 

10% profit. At what rate per kg must he sell the remaining rice 
to get an average 15% profit in the total deal? 

(a) Rs 10.60 (b) Rs 11.25 (c) Rs 10.35 

(d) Rs 13.05 (e) None of these 

39. When the price of a brand of Tape-recorder was 
increased by 20% the number of pieces sold decreased by 
12.5%. What was the per cent effect on the sales of the Tape- 
recorder? 

(«) 5% increase (b) 7.5% decrease 
(c) 7.5% increase (d) 12.5% decrease 

(e) None of these 

40. A carpenter prepared 14 more toys on Tuesday than 
what he had prepared on Monday. On Wednesday he 
prepared 50% of the toys that were prepared on the previous 
two days together. If he had prepared 75 toys in the three 
days, how many toys did he prepare on Wednesday? 

(a) 25 (b) 32 (c) 18 • (d) 39 

(e) None of these 

41-45. Study the following table carefully and answer 
the questions given below it: 
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Financial Position of 5 Companies 



Rs. in Lakhs 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

1. Sales & other 
Income 

1084.54 

877.63 

1041.16 

1301.45 

1561.74 

2. Total Expenditure 

1001.34 

801.07 

961.28 

1201.61 

1441.92 

1^59 

83.20 

76.56 

79.87 

99.84 

119.81 

4. Interest 

26.31 

28.05 

25.26 

3157 

37.89 

5. D^reciatlon 

7.21 

8,77 

6.92 

8.65 


6. Net Profit 

45.68 

36.18 

43.85 

54.82 



41. Which Company has paid the highest tax? 

(a) E (b) A (c) U (d) C 

(c) D 

42. Total expenditure of Company "E" is approximately 
how many times that of Company "D"? 

(«) 1.6 {b) 1.2 (c) 0.83 (d) 1.5 

(e) 0.67 

43. Which Company spends least amount on interest 
and depreciation taken together? 

(a) E (b) A (c) B (d) C 

(c) D 

44. Which Company's net profit is approximately 1.10 
times that of average net profit (if these Companies? 

(a) E (b) A (c) B (d) C 

(c) D 

45. Net Profit of Company " B" is approximately what per 
cent of Net Profit of Company "A"? 

(a) 80 (b) 180 (c) 55 (d) 65 

(e) 70 

46-50. Study the following graph carefully and answer 
the questions given below it: 

Target and Actual Production of Cement (in '000 gunny 
bags) of a Factory for a period of Six years 



46. in which of the following years was the actual 
production as percentage of target production the highest? 
(fl) 1992-93 (b) 1989-90 (c) 1987-88 


(d) 1991-92 (e) None of these 

47. If the combined targeted production of two adjacent 
years is compared to the combined actual production (of 
these two years) then in which of the following pairs of years 
will it have a complete match? 

(fl) 1989-90,1990-91 (b) 1990-91,1991-92 

(f) 1987-88,1988-89 (d) 1988-89,1989-90 

(e) None of these 

48. The actual production of cement for 1987-88 was 
how many times that of the target set for that year? 

(fl) 0.88 (b) 1.025 (c) 1.25 

(d) 1.125 (e) None of these 

49. What is the ratio of years in which the actual produc¬ 
tion was above average to those below it? 

(fl) 1:2 (b) 3:2 (c) 1:1 (d)2:l 

(e) None of these 

50. What was the difference between the target set and 
the actual production for the year 1990-91? 

{a) 75000 (b) 25000 (c) 12500 

(d) 7500 (e) None of these 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (a) 2. (c) Ans 26.258 3. (b) 

4. (d) 5. (d) 6. (c) Ans I 

7. (b) 8. (c) _ 

9. (a) Let = Vjt or VF = 101 x = 10201 

10. (c) 11. (d) 12. (fl) 

13. (b) We know that V529 = 23 6.93 = 7 (approx) 

23 + 7^ = 72 

.-. i/534 + (6.93)^ = 72 (approx) 

14. (c) 15. (d) 

16. (b) 828 - 416 = 412; 412 - 208 = 204; 204 -104 = 100; 
100-52 = 48; 48-26 = 22; 22-13 = 9 


So, 24 is wrong. It should be 22. 

17. (fl) 61 + 11=72;72-12 = 60;60 + 13 = 73; 

73-14 = 59; 59+ 15 = 74; 74-16 = 58; 58 (-17 = 75 
.•. 71 is wrong. It should be 74. 

18. (c) 24X1.5 = 36;36 X 2 = 72;72 X 2.5 = 180; 180X3 = 540; 

540 X 3.5 = 1890; 1890 X 4 = 7560 
.‘. 81 is wrong. It should be 72. 

19. (c) 40 x 2 = 80;80 x 3 = 240;240 x 4 = 960;960 x 2 = 1920; 

1920 X 3 = 5760; 5760 X4 = 23040; 23040 X 2 = 46080 
7680 is wrong. It should be 5760. 

20. (d) 27 X 2 = 54;54 + 4 = 58;58X2 = 116; 116 + 4 = 120; 

120 X 2 = 240; 240 + 4 = 244; 244 X 2 = 488 
232 is wrong. It should be 120. 

21. (b) 22. (d) 23. (c) 24. {a) 

25. (f) 

OA / xl 252 6 6^^ m 

Zb. (a) 5-5><7x9-315'7 = 7’^5x9'315 
8 8 5x7 280 

9“ 9 5x7"315 

27. (d) Devilal's investment for I month = Rs 18000 X12 

Bhajanlal's investment for 1 month = 12600 X (12 -3) 

= 12600 x9 
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As the profits are divided in the ratio of the invest¬ 
ments of the partners. 

Ratio of the Profits = 18000 x 12 :12600 X 9 = 40:21 

Devilal's share = ~ X 4941 = Rs 3240 
‘ ol 

28. (b) Average of 5 consecutive odd nos. = 15 

Sum of 5 consecutive odd nos. = 15 x 5 = 75 
b = a + 2,c = b + 2 = a + 2 + 2 = a + 4.’. d = af6, 
e = a + 8 

a + b + c + d + e = 75 
a + a+ 2 + a')-4 + a + 6 + a + 8 = 75 
a = ll, e = a 4 8,e = ll f 8,e = 19 
[Difference between two consecutive odd nos. = 2] 

29. (c) Let the present speed of the train be x km/h 

A.T.S. X X = (x + 5) X ~ X = 75 km/hr 
oU oU 

[D = speed X time) 

30. (c) Let length be x units and breadth = y units 

Area = xy square units 

150 ^120 9 9, , 

New area = Yotl'y ~ ~ 5 

SI = Rs 6200 - 5000 = Rs 12lW 

R _ Sd. X100 1 200 X 100 _ 

PxT '"''5000x“3 

To calculate the commission, we require the area of 
the plot but we are given only length of the plot. 

Let the digit at unit's place be x 
The digit at ten's place = 10 - x 
The original no. = 10 (10 - x) + x = 100 — 9x 
The no. formed by reversing tiie digits - lOx + 10 —x 

^ 9x + 10 

A.T.S.9x + 10=100-9x + 18 

X = 6 

The Original no. = 46. 

Let father's present age be x years 

X 

John's present age - - years 
After 4 years, father's age = (x + 4) years 
John's age = (^ + 4) years 

A.T.S. 7+4 + x+ 4 = 68 
4 


31. (c) 


32. (b) 

33. (d) 

34. (c) 


35. (c) 

36. (d) 


Hx 


= 60 




37. (d) Let Mohan's salary be Rs x 

Chiman's salary = Rs (x + 400) 

A.T.S. X + X + 400 = 8000 x = 3800 

Chandra's salary = 7000 - 3800 = Rs 3200 

38. (6) CP. of 300 kg of rice = -~x 900 = Rs 2700 

C.r^. of {| X 300) kg of rice = ■- x 2700 = Rs 1800 
2 

S.P. gi'd of total quantity of rice 

= l^^°-ii^>- = Rsl980 

Reqd. profit = 15% 


Total S.P. should be = 2700 X = Rs 3105 

XxAy 

S.P. of remaining 100 kg of rice = 3105 -1980 

= Rs1125 

1125 

S.P. of rice per kg = = Rs 11.25 

39. (a) Let the price of a tape recorder be Rs x and the no. of 
pieces S(.tld be y 

Cost of y tape recorders = Rs xy 

Increased cost of a tape recorder = -—x = Rs % 

lUu 5 

No. of pieces .sold at the increased rat^ 

(100-12.5) .. 87.5 7 

100 


Xy = 


100 


7 7 6x 21 ' 

Total cost of - y tape recorders = —y X -g- = Rs ^xy 

Increase in sale = — xy = Rs ^ 

20 ^ 20 

%age increase = ^X---Xl00 = 5 
" 20 xy 

40. (a) Let the no. of toys prepared on Monday be X 

No. of toys prepared on Tuesday = x + 14 
No. of toys prepared on Wednesday 

50 

= ^x(x + x + 14) = x+7 

A.T.S. X + x + 14 + X 4 7 = 75 x = 18 

No. of toys prepared on Wednesday = x 4- 7 

= 18 4-7 = 25 

41. (fl) 42. (b) 43. (d) 44. (c) 

45. (a) Let x%of45.68 = 36.18 


36.18x100 
45 " 6"8 

For app. value we can take 
36 X100 


inn ^ “^5.68 = 36.18 or x 

1 iJU 


X = 


46. (d) 

47. (c) 


45 


■ = 80 


Year 

Combined targeted 
production 

Combined actual 
production 

1987-88,1988-89 

375 

375 

1988-89,1989-90 

250 

245 

1989-90,1990-91 

325 

265 

1990-91,1991-92 

425 

400 

1991-92,1992-93 

475 

550 


48. (d) Actual production = x x targeted production 

49. (c) Average actual production 

= (225 4-150 4- 95 4-175 4- 225 4- 325)+6 = 199.17 (app.) 
No. of years in which the actual production was 
above average = 3 

No. of years in which the aqj^l production was 
below average = 3 
Reqd. ratio = 3:3 = 1:1 

50. (a) 
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Notes on Current Affairs 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS 

♦ MIHIons go to ffm PoHs ♦ U.S. “Bombsheir on Kashmir ♦ Rus¬ 
sia, Iran and Kuwait back India ♦ Forslgn Terrorists In J & K a 
India, Pid( to Resume Talks ♦ Wortd Scientists'Surrmit ♦ Second 
Phase of Reforms after Polls ♦ New Hill State Demand ♦ India 
paying ‘lip service’ to Right? ♦ Indla-Russla anthcrime pact ♦ 
Naxalltes Now a Political Force? ♦ Reforms Evade Rural Poor e 

Millions go to the Foils 

O DDLY enough, several basic issues, including the 
economic ones such as food and comforts for all, have 
taken a secondary place in the elections now in progress 
in five States (Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan, U.P., Madhya 
Pradesh, Mizoram) and the Union Territory of Delhi. The 
Mandal report and the reservations for various categories 
of people have become an important electoral platform 
and, along with caste, have been played up by several 
parties. 

In its election manifesto the Congress assured all¬ 
round development and employment for all in both rural 
and urban areas, if the party comes to power in the States 
which were ruled by the BJP, and also others. Social 
security schemes for workers, elections to all local bodies 
in villages and towns, more powers for Zilla Parishads 
and Nagar Palikas agro-processing activities for the 
benefit of farmers, clarification of certain misconception 
regarding the Dunkel Draft, more markets for producers 
and continued subsidies for farmers, besides more in¬ 
dustries in rural areas, are promised by the ruling party. 

While the BJP is categorical in its stand on the temple 
question stating that construction of the temple at the site 
where the mosque once stood is a “must", the non-BJP 
parties stress on ending communal forces. The Congress 
(1) manifesto interprets the bringing back of the temple 
issue in the election campaign as an exercise in futility but 
asserts that the temple and the mosque would be built in 
the near future. 

A re-uniBed Janata Dal and its Left ally, the CPI, say 
all disputes related to the Ayodhya issue be referred to the 
Supreme Court to make the verdict binding on all the 
parties. In Himachal Pradesh social justice and develop¬ 
mental issues have come to the fore. 

The Janata Dal takes the credit of being the first party 
to raise the reservation issue, and the Congress (I) for 
taking steps to implement it without triggering casteist 
violence. The BJP, while endorsing the “crearw layer" 
formula, which excludes the rich among the OBCfs, says it 
does not recognise the need to exercise positive dis¬ 
crimination for die poorest among the OBCs and says the 


implementation of the policy is susceptible to ao^iiring \ 
an exclusively casteist complexion. 

The "Ram" factor remains the major plank of the BJP 
poll stratagem in U.P. In Rajasthan, another erstwhile 
BJP-ruled State, the Ayodhya issue would witness the BJP 
and the Congress (I) locked in a straight fight for ascen¬ 
dancy. The BJP has involved “Ram" in Madhya Pradesh • 
too. 

In Delhi, with elections to a Legislative Assembly 
being held for the first time, all the major parties have 
raised several local issues. Most of them are aimed at 
improving the living standards of the fast growing 
metropolis. Regularisation of unauthorised colonies is a 
common issue among the BJP, the Congress (I) and the 
Janata Dal, all of whom have promised to initiate low-cost 
housing schemes to solve the problem. The Janata Dal and 
the Congress are trying to woo the backward classes who 
seem divided along party lines. 

Anti-copying ordinance, enforced by the State ad¬ 
ministration during President's rule, would swing the 
voters mood, especially the youth in Uttar Pradesh. The 
BJP and the Samajwadi Party-Bahujan Samajwadi Party 
combine raised the issue at various election meetings. 

While the Ccaigress is making panchayat elections 
(not held during BJP's rule during 1990-92) as its main 
local issue, the BJP counters it with the Centre's step- - 
motherly treatment of the States. 

Cong picks on BJPi The Congress on October 21 
released a "charge-sheet" against the Bharatiya Janata 
Party, alleging that the BJP rule in Himachal Pradesh was 
marked by "major scandals" like allotment of cheap land 
in Manali to the producer of the Ramayana serial, Mr 
Ramanand Sagar, embezzlement of crores of rupees from 
a tea factory in Kangra, large-scale misappropriation of 
funds in "Van Lagao Rozi l^mao" .scheme and the G.I. 
pipe scandal. The Congress has also alleged that the BJP 
rule in Himachal was marked by ill-treatment of govern¬ 
ment servants, anti-farmer and anti-fruit grower policies, 
deterioration in law and order situation, attack on 
panchayati raj institutions and allotment of land to non- 
Himachalis in contravention of the law. The Congress 
would order a thorough probe into these allegations if it -' 
is voted to power. 

Among other things, the "charge-sheet" alleged that 
thousands of daily wage earners were retrenched without 
explanation by the BJP government, the support price of 
apples was reduced from Rs 2.75 to Rs 1.30 per kg., and 
when the apple growers launched an agitation, tiiey were 
lathi-charged. There was a vigorous ''^fronisation" of 
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every facet of society during the BJP rule in ttie State. 

Social justice JD's plank: The Janata Dal election 
manifesto reiterated the party's commitment to the prin¬ 
ciples of secularism, social justice, federalism through ef¬ 
fective decentralisation and eradication of poverty. 

Titled 'Towards Social Justice and Economic Equity", 
the document promised stability with change, social jus¬ 
tice with economic equity, favoured extension of job reser¬ 
vation to the private sector and advocated reference of the 
Ayodhya issue to the Supreme Court under Article 138 of 
the Constitution for a decision binding on all parties. The 
manifesto chose to sidestep the issue of construction of a 
temple and masjid at the disputed site. 

The party viewed the elections as an opportunity to 
confront "status quoist as well as communal forces" and 
seek the people's mandate on its positive perspective of 
national integration, secularism and social justice. The 
manifesto highlighted the Supreme Court verdict on the 
Mandal report as the party's "great triumph" but 
recorded its opposition to the induction of the economic 
norm under the garb of "creamy layer". 

The manifesto blamed communal forces for 
deliberately mis-interpreting secularism as an anti- 
religious doctrine, adding that the best way to combat 
these forces is to fight them politically by mobilising effec¬ 
tive public opinion against it through a vigorous cam¬ 
paign. That the party is not in favour of fresh legislation 
to delink religion from politics is clear from the remark 
that communal forces can be tackled wid\ the existing 
laws if properly implemented. 

The document described as most unfortunate the plea 
for protection of rights of minorities which was mis¬ 
construed by some as appeasement and said the Janata 
Dal firmly believed that it was a statutory obligation on 
the part of the Government as well as the people to respect 
these rights. 

The Dal policy document accorded highest priority to 
agriculture and rural development promising investment 
of 60 per cent of government resources to these sectors. 
The party was highly critical of the new economic policy 
and the Dunkel proposals which resulted in compromis¬ 
ing the country's sovereignty. 

CPI vows to fight communalisnu The Communist 
Party of India (CPI) called for the defeat of the BJP, no 
support for the Congress, and vowed to fight com- 
munalism and uphold secular values. The CPI General 
Secretary said increased Left presence by more CPI and 
CPM MLAs in State Assemblies would be a guarantee of 
carrying forward the struggle of the common man for a 
livelihood and of decisively influencing policies in these 
States in the scenario that might emerge after the poll. It 
alleged that neither the Congress nor the BJP was inter¬ 
ested in the common man's plight. The BJP record in the 
four States it ruled showed that the thrust of its program¬ 
mes was similar to Utat of the Congress and that the 
corruption and repression was conunon to both the par¬ 
ties, the CPI stressed. 


Wives of three Union Ministers,. two. fori^^r 
Maharanis and a TV news reader were among 147 women 
trying their luck in the elections in Delhi, Rajasthan 
and Himachal Pradesh. Despite their much-touted ; 
espousal of the women's cause, political parties have 
given a raw deal to the fair sex with none giving them 
more than eight per cent representation in their list of 
candidates. 

The Congress has fielded 26 women for the 338 seats 
in the three ftates. The BJP has nominated women for 15 
constituencies and the Janata Dal (JD) for 10. There are 36 
women in the fray for the 70 seats in Delhi, 17 for the 68 
seats in Himachal Pradesh and 94 for tiie 200 seats in 
Rajasthan. In all more than 42,000 candidates are in the 
fray in the three States. 

In Rajasthan the Congress has fielded 12 women can¬ 
didates including Oic wife of the Union Minister of State 
for Home, Mr Rajesh Pilot, and Mrs Yasmin Ahmed, wife 
of the Union Minister of State for Finance, Mr Abrar 
Ahmed. 

Mrs Vasundhara Raje, daughter of the BJP leader, Mrs 
Vijayaraje Scindia, is among the nine women fielded by 
the BJP. The party has renominated all five of its women 
members of the dissolved Asseml^ly while four of the 
Congress candidates are first timers and five former State 
Ministers. 

Poll Verdict Not to Affect Govt: The Prime Minister, 
Mr P.V. Narasimha Rao, maintained that Oiere was no 
question of his quitting as leader of the Congress Party in 
Parliament or the Congress government resigning in case 
the BJP came to power in the six States going to the polls. 
He asserted that the Assembly elections could not be 
regarded as a referendum on the performance of the Con¬ 
gress and therefore whatever their outcome, it would 
hardly make any difference to the Central Government. 

The Congress would be sensitive to the question of 
decentralisation of power provided this does not lead to 
the fragmentation of the countiy. Like the Gorkhaland 
Council and the Bodo Council the Congress is con¬ 
templating a Jharkhand Council to give greater powers to 
sub-n^ions within a State. 

. Repeatedly asked to unfold the party plans regarding 
the construction of the mosque and the temple in Ayod¬ 
hya, the Prime Minister saidf that bodi would be built as 
he had so often stated in Parliament and outside. But it 
was for the religious leadership in the coimtry to come 
forward and finally decide these questions amicably, 
without causing any bitterness in any quarter. He claimed 
that the country had made considerable progress since the 
Congress regained power smd tite Government hoped to 
accelerate the pace of progress in the remaining half of its 
present term. But all this could be possible only if the 
nation's attention was not diverted by such disfnites as 
raised by the BJP in Ayodhya. 

The Congress has not ottered in^ any alliance witit 
any party in U.P. or in any other State. However; PCC 
leaders in UP were of the view that reaching an electoral 
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understatidtog wi^ some od^er organisation wo^dd bs a 
better strategy to defeat the Bp*. 

Jammu Sc Kashmir 

U.S. "Bombshell" on Kashmir 

A U.S. Administration official stated on October 29 that 
it regards Kaidunir as "a disputed territory" and that 
it does not recomise the 1947 Instrument of Accession by 
which die State became a part of India. "There were many 
other issues at piay at the time", the State Department 
official said. V\mile Pakistan is naturally happy at the 
revised U.S. stand, Indian observers in Washin^on have 
strongly reacted to the statement. They rightly contended 
that the Clinton Administration official was being "un¬ 
diplomatic and insensitive" in challenging ffie Instrument 
of Accessicm. 

"There is absolutely no basis for ffie US to question the 
Instrument of Accession. There is no way rfiey can do 
that" observers pointed out. It was also stated that by 
questioning the accession, the United States was en¬ 
couraging forces that sought to delink Kashmir from 
India. 

Though the U.S. has assured India that there was no 
attempt to challenge India's territorial integrity, serious 
differences ccmtinue to persist between the two countries 
on the question of the accession of Jammu and Kashmir. 
The U.S. position since 1948 is simply not consistent with 
the Indian contention that by virtue of the 1947 Instru¬ 
ment of Accession, Kashmir became a part of India. 

The highly explosive remark by a senior Clinton Ad¬ 
ministration official was a diplomatic blunder of die worst 
kind. But it was not a misrepresentation of US policy and 
approach to the Kashmir dispute. A U.S. official claimed 
on November 4 that die October 29 statement about the 
1947 Instrument did not mark any change in 
Washington's stand on Kashmir. 

Envoy Accuses Pak: Ambassadors accredited to cer¬ 
tain countries are not expected to criticise the policies of 
the host governments but occasionally such cases do 
occur in defiance of diplomatic propriety. One such case 
relates to the accusation made by the U.S. Ambassador to 
Pakistan, Mr John C. Monjo, who on October 22 charged 
Pakistan with assisting "terrorists" in Kashmir. It is some¬ 
thing which Pakistan must not be doing, Mr Monjo was 
quo^ as having said in Karachi while addressing a meet¬ 
ing of the English-Speaking Union of Pakistan. 

Pakistan had been put on the "watch list" of terrorist 
States, by Washington, but later let off die hopk by the U.S. 
which declared t&t it could be put on the list in future 
wiffiout a warning. Mr Monjo declared that die US could 
accommodate a joint request by New Delhi and Is¬ 
lamabad for a role by Washington in nuclear non¬ 
proliferation and Kashmir issues. 

Russia, Iran and Kuwait back India 

N recent weeks, a few more countries have expressed 
their support to India's stand on, die Kashmir issue. 


DMring Prime Minister Narasindia Pap^s visit to tekmein ^: 
in die last week of September the Irantari Prmident, ^ AH -i 
Akbar Rafsanjani came out categorically against int^,> 
ference in the internal affairs of odwr countries and caSpd f,: 
on all of diem to eschew terrorism and subversion. The. ^ 
point was ctmfirmed by Mr Rao who felt convinced that ! ' 
Iran considered Kashmir to be an internal matter of India. 
Early in Octdier, Russia and Kuwait both supported ; 
India's efforts to solve all outetanding bilateral Indo-Pak t 
relations on the basis of the Shimla agreement of 1972. The \.. 
Russian Foreign Minister, Mr Andrei Kozyrev, who met 
Mr Dinesh Singh in New York, assured his Indian 
counterpart that there was no question of any change in > ; 
Russia's policv towards India and mentioned that mdo- 
Russian friend^ip was unshakable. 

The Speaker of the Kuwaiti parliament, who led a . 
arliamentary delegation to Delhi in October, assured die .. 
xtemal Affairs Minister of State, Mr R.L. ffiiatia, that his 
country firmly believed that all international disputes 
should be settled peacefully through dialogue. With 
respect to Kashmir, he said, the Shimla agreement ., 
provided the basis for such dialo^e between India and 
Pakistan. Kuwait supported the Shimla agreement and 
hoped that the Indo-Pak dialogue would continue. 
Kuwait was against internationalisation of the bilateral 
dispute as diis would not be beneficial to any side. 

Foreign Terrorists in J & K 

A s a result of infiltration arranged by Pakistan, more . 

than 2,300 Pakistan-trained foreign mercenaries from 
at least six countries are fighting against die Indian 
security forces in the Kashmir VaUey, according to the 
Border Security Force (BSF) chief. These mercanary ter¬ 
rorists are equipped with heaw firepower and can even 
blow up helicopters and aircraft 

They have been briefed, indoctrinated, armed and I 7 
trained by the Inter-Services Intelligence (ISQ. During the ;.. 
past few months, Bie BSF alone killed 20 foreign met- ‘ i 
cenaries and caught five who were working as "guest, .V 
soldiers" of Kashmir militants. The break-up of the' 
foreign ultras killed or caught by die BSF in Kashmir is: . 
Afghanis (12 killed, one apprehended), Egyptians (one ;* 
killed), Lebanese (one arrested) and Pakistanis (five ■■ 
killed, two arrested). TTie nationalities of two other for- . 
eigners killed could not be ascertained. 

According to security sources, more than 75 foreim ' 
terrorists have so far been kill^ in Kashmir by ^ 
security forces. The foreign mercenaries were "veterans in 
the art of proxy war", l^e trend started eariier this year . ^ 
and these "fooUoose soldiers", were now spread far and 
wide in the Ka^mir Valley and had even come up to 
Doda disteict. A former bodyguard of Afghan Prime iv: 
ister Gulbuddin Hekmatyar was killed during an oi-it 
counter wiffi the security forces in Sopore. The security • v 
forces leamt the identity of the killed man, Akbar Bhai, 
when ffiey intercepted a communication fix>m Kashmir : 
militants to Pakistan, cemveying the news of his death. ; 

A vast majority of foreign mercenaries was con- . 
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centrated in the Sopoie area. Home Minister S.B. Chavan 
had earlier stated ^at die government was aware of the 
induction of foreign ultras in the Valley and disclosed that 
the Indian Government was in touch with the countries 
concerned. The infiltration of foreign terrorists in Kashmir 
was part of the larger game plan, of the ISI, Pakistan's 
secret service. Pakistan is opening new fronts for fuelling 
terrorist and insurgent activities in India. 

India, Pak to Resume Talks 

LTHOUGH the prospects of success are very limited, 
India and Pakistan agreed on October 25 to resume 
Secretary-level dialogue at the earliest to discuss ail out¬ 
standing problems, including the vexed Kashmir issue. 
The two countries also decided to work out modalities of 
the agenda for a comprehensive dialogue. 

While die Foreign Secretaries of the two countries 
were holding talks to improve the relations the Pakistan 
Foreign Minister, Mr S.F. Ahmed Khan Leghari, made a 
reference to the Kashmir issue in his speech at the Com¬ 
monwealth conference in Cyprus. Mr Leghari said India's 
commitment to bilateral tallw with Pakistan has a "hollow 
ring and can be considered only if repressive measures are 
lifted". The Kashmir issue should also be discussed and 
negotiated seriously and purposefully, he added. Mr 
I.eghari denied Pakistan's involvement in the Kashmiri 
incident, which he claimed was entirely "indigenous and 
spontaneous". 

No definite time-frame has been worked out by the 
two sides but it was agreed that it should be finalised with 
mutual consultation "as early as feasible". India has al¬ 
ready reiterated its offer for a "wide-ranging and sus¬ 
tained bilateral discussions" with Pakistan. 

The trend towards normalisation of relations has to be 
maintained even if there are certain gaps in perception. 
India had earlier stated that "we do not want any confron¬ 
tation with neighbours". There is hardly any possibility of 
starting a dialogue before January, 1994. 

World Scientists' Summit 

T he first summit of the World's Academies of Science, 
held in Delhi in the last week of October, considered 
the global population problem and express^ fears of a 
catastrophe in the next two decades or so. Although total 
agreement eluded the top scientists owing to divergent 
regional perceptions and policy constraints, the nnal 
statement issued after the deliberations underlined the 
fact that a zero growth rate in population "is within the 
reach of the next generation" provided the imperatives of 
science, sociology and economics are recognised and ap¬ 
propriate policy decisions are taken—and implemented— 
by the governments of various countries. 

The labours of the finest scientific brains have yielded 
information that can be treated as a basis for the wider 
discussions to be organised at the World Conference on 
Population and Development in Cairo in April, 1994. The 
scientific community tinted out that international in¬ 
equities plague human existence because less than a 


quarter of the population consumes more than 85 per cent 
of the total production. The naUonal interest must 
subordinated to the global interest; otherwise all talk of a 
just world order would sound hollow. 

Radical remedies through education, convenient birdi 
control measures and the alleviation of poverty, are 
needed, duly backed by steps to ensure the propagation 
of thoughts which define individual as well as com¬ 
munity health. 

It was widely felt that die Delhi population summit 
should be treated as a landmark in the sphere of the 
transmission of knowledge about the progress made by 
science to contain the destructive multiplication of heads 
every minute. The final declaration adds: "Let 1994 be 
remembered as die year when the people of the world 
decided to act together for the benefit of future 
generations". 

Second Phase of Reforms 
after Polls 

EPORTS emanating from New Delhi on October 26 
indicated that the Union Government intends to start 
the second phase of economic reforms soon after the State 
Assembly elections. Some of the major steps on the anvil 
are: (a) a policy paper outlining the '^direction and 
substance" of reforms in the financial sector which will 
include the banking and insurance sectors as well as the 
capital markets; (b) reform of power pricing mechanism 
and power distribution system; and (c) major restructur¬ 
ing of the telecommunication sector. 

According to official circles, the comment that 
economic reforms are slowing down ignores the reality 
that India has a history of over-regulation, along wim 
bureaucratic organisations and it has a democratic multi¬ 
party parliamentary system and a free press both of which 
contribute to sharp criticism and debate over government 
policy and the Government's overall effort to carry the 
people along as far as possible. 

The statement outlined the reforms already initiated 
in the financial sector, as well as in infrastructure sectors 
of power telecommunication and civil aviation and held 
out the promise of furdier reforms in the near future. 
Banks have been permitted to access the capital market to 
bring about the share of private equity upto 49 per cent. 
The banks are now free to determine the number of branch 
offices and their location. Entry of new private banks has 
been permitted. 

In the power sector, tfie Government has removed die 
monopoly of the public sector and is actively encouraging 
foreign and domestic private investment. Many projects with 
foreign equity participation have been approved and some 
are likely to fructify shortly. The reform of the pricing 
mechanism and of die distribution system is also on die any£ 

New Hill State Demand 

HERE is gronving support for a separate hill State 
comprising die districts of Uttarkashi, Qiamoli, Tdiri- 
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Garilwal, Pauri-Garhwal and E>ehra Dun, in die Garhwal 
division, and Nainital, Ahnora and Pi^oragarh in the 
Kumaon division. In a backward and political area, the 
elimination of poverty and development of the region are 
the main argument being offered by the protagonists of a 
separate State. Even the Congress, which had been silent 
on the issue, is now considering ^ving autonomy to the 
U.P. hills. The BJP has made the separate hill State its main 
plank for the next elections, hijacking it from its original 
proponent, the Uttarakhand Kranti ual (UKO). 

Although the UKD came into being in the early seven¬ 
ties with its one-point demand for a separate State, it 
failed to provide impetus to the movement due to lack of 
proper leadership and organisation. Even the minuscule 
Muslim population, who are confined to certain pockets 
in sparsely populated villages, are more concerned with 
the separate hill State than with the developments at 
Ayodhya. 

The demand also found favour with prominent 
leaders Mr V.P. Singh, Mr Mulayam Singh, the Bahujan 
Samaj Party chief, Kanshi Ram and the Left parties. 
Nehru had in 1960 conferred special status on the border 
districts of Uttarkashi, Chamoli and Pithoragarh immedi¬ 
ately after the China War, when local people had sought a 
separate State. Later, Mrs Indira Gandhi created a special 
ceil for U.P. hill development within the Planning Com¬ 
mission. 

Human Rights 

India Paying 'lip service'? 

MNESTY International has again voiced criticism of 
India's violation of human ri^ts. In a rmort released 
on October 20, Amnesty has stated that Incfia's commit¬ 
ment to human rights is nothing more than lip service, 
with political killings and disappearances continuing in 
the garb of "encounter" killinra, cover-ups and blatant 
lies. While Iraq and Myanmar did not hide their brutality, 
India and Turtey were paying lip service to human rights 
"while continuing the killings of political opponents in 
Kashmir and Punjab". 

The report "Getting Away with Murder" lists India 
along with Angola, B<»nia, Brazil, Indonesia and Iraq, 
among others, stating that in the late 1980s a number of 
encounter killings occurred in Punjab. Evidence gathered 
by the human rights group indicate that "deliberate kill¬ 
ings are a matter of policy in some Indian States". 

Amnesty adds that political killing by democratic 
governments have been rising in file 19^. Governments 
may profess commitment to a New World Order and 
establish institutions to protect human ri^ts but security 
forces have been carrying out tens of thousands of 
"disappearances" and political murders. Amnesty insists 
that the New World Order will be fatally flawed if ade¬ 
quate attention is not paid to the fact that governments lie 
about the levd of human rights protection. Pressure firom 
human rights activists leads some governments like India 
to camouflage the circumstances of death of known politi¬ 
cal opponents. Hie Govemmentof India defines the death 


of a victim who died as a result of armed resistance to 
security forces as an "encounter killing". 

Political killings are often targetted at entire com¬ 
munities as the massacres in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Burun¬ 
di, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Myanmar, Peru and Sri Lanka 
show. Civil wars such as fiiat between Armenia and Azer¬ 
baijan are responsible for "stanering levels of political 
killings and disappearances". Ihe civil war between the 
Sri Lankan Government and the Tamil separatists 
recorded thousands of "disappearances". 

India-Russia anti-crime pact 

tNDIA and Russia signed an agreement on October 18 in 
J.Delhi on cooperation on bilateral interaction in the field . 
of combating crime, terrorism, drug trafficking and oisur- 
in^ reliable protection of the rights and h^doms of 
citizens. 

The agreement will be valid for five years and 
provides for an extension of three years. It provides for 
cooperation in combating crimes against life, health, 
freedom and dignity of persons and property. It also 
provides for combating organised and international crime 
and terrorist activities. It includes cooperation in combat¬ 
ing illicit operations in weapons, ammunition, explosives, 
toxic substances and radio-active materials, and also illicit 
trafficking in narcotic and psychotropic substances. 

The agreement covers prevention d illegal migraticm as 
well as illicit stay of persons in their countries and search for 
persons who have committed crimes. It includes search for 
criminals as well as persons absconding from die competent 
audiorities. Regular and continuing {^change of informa- 
ticsi, sharing intelligence and planning coordinated counta^- 
operaticxis are included in the agreement 

The Russian Interior Minister emphasised the Rus¬ 
sian President, Mr Boris Yeltsin's commitment to the 
democratic process and to implement reforms necessary 
for the transition of Russia to a market economy. 

Naxalites Now a Political 
Force? 

radical Naxalite activist, who emeiged openly In the 
political arena some months ago, has now become 
leader of the Liberation group of the CPl-Marxist 
Leninists, a major constituent of the Indian People's Front. 
This group has scored several notable successes in univer¬ 
sity elections in some Hindi-speaking Centre. The all- 
India Students' Association (AISA), the students' wing of 
file IPF, is building up campus-level support for itself. 

Naxalite Groups combine: Three major Naxalite or¬ 
ganisations in the country have join hands to coordinate 
and plan, in university campuses at Allahabad, Kumaon, 
Benaras Hindu University (BHU) and Jawaharlal Nehru 
University GNU), the idealistic appeal of the new body 
which aims to unite students all over the country in the 
fight against communalism. "Our immediate agenda is to 
attempt a revival -of a countiywide students, movement 
on the lines of fiie JP movement of the mid-19708", the. 
new wing's leader said. "Every popular movement begins 




DECEMBER *93 COMPETmON MASTER 38S 


with a students' movement". 

After its decision to accept parliamentary democracy, 
the political language of the extreme Left has undergone 
a sea change. Instead of pursuing an armed struggle 
without mass mobilisation, the Left talks about ushering 
in a government which is responsive to the needs of the 
downtrodden. 

CPI (ML) and IPF leaders have said their participation 
in the Assembly elections would be a sniall first step. At a 
secret meeting, leaders of the CPI-ML (People^s War 
Group), the K^oist Communist Centre (MCC) and the 
CPI-ML (Party Unity Group) decided to join hands and 
intensify the Naxalite movement in Andhra Pradesh, 
Bihar, Maharashtra and other States. The implication is 
that the group will get financial, logistical and strategic 
help from the fraternal parties in other States. The 
Maharashtra unit is also certain to have better access to 
weapons and ammunition from other States. The move¬ 
ment in Vidarbha, which began 13 years ago, is being 
conducted by the banned People's War Group. 

Reforms Evade Rural Poor 

NDIA'S rural poor, more than one-third of the popula¬ 
tion, are paying a price for the economic reforms but not 
yet seeing many of the benefits, according to a United 
Nations report. Noting that India's agricultural produc¬ 
tion fell by more dian 2 per cent in 1992-93, the UN 
Development Programme (UNDP) stressed improving 
the efficiency and coverage of social programmes "at least 
during the period of reforms". 

The report said India's economic reforms appeared to 
be moving along the right lines, but needed to cushion the 
adverse impact on the poor people, lest there be a major 
political backlash. 

The electronics industry had received a major boost 
from the liberalisation of technology and component im¬ 
ports, as well as from delicensing and cuts in excise duties. 
India has progressively liberalised interest rates, 
abolished production licences for most industries, eased 
restrictions on repatriating dividends and royalties, al¬ 
lowed partial tax exemption on profits from exports and a 
partial sale of shares in selected public enterprises. The 
privatisation process in India was likely to be spread over 
about 10 years. 

Outlook for poor Nations bleak: The economic out¬ 
look for the 47 weakest nations with over one-tenth of the 
world population commonly referred to as the Least 
Developed Countries (LDCs) does not appear promising, 
according to the UN Corrference on Trade and Develop¬ 
ment (UNCTAD). In its recently published report, UN¬ 
CTAD said most LDCs had embarked upon a process of 
domestic reform but the possibility of a halt to or reversal 
of the reform is high. 

This would have consequences that reach beyond the 
economies of LDCs themselves: social and economic col¬ 
lapse, ecological damage, food insecurity, migratiem and 
massive displacement of populations. As such, the report 
warned that "high among the major challenges facing the 


international communities is that of ensuring that reforms 
are safeguarded in countries where they have taken root". 

The report estimates that one billion new jobs will 
have to be created during the next 10 years to maintain the 
rhythm of growth of the work force on a world scale, If the 
present trend cemtinues, it is highly doubtful whether this 
number of new jobs will be created. 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

4 Washington to Review N. Doctrine 4 Crisis in Georgia 4 
Dramatic Polittcal Switch In Canada 4 Benazir Pak 8M Again 4 
CHOGM Falls to DeHne Thrust 4 New Foreign Policy for S. Africa 
4 New Crisis to KebtM * Dhaka Assails India * 

U.S.A. 

Washington to Review N. Doctrine 

N view of the changed security situation, the US has 
decided to order a comprehensive review of the 
American doctrine on nuclear weaponry since the end of 
the Cold War. According to a senior defence official, one 
of the questions to be considered is whether the US 
military doctrine should include planning for potential 
nuclear strikes in response to attaclu against the American 
forces by chemical or biological weapons in the Third 
World. 

The US authorities have not directed such planning 
but officials of the US Strategic Command have argued 
that nuclear arms can be used to deter arms or poison gas 
attacks. Another issue is whether Washington should 
adopt a policy of "no first use" by pledging that it will not 
employ nuclear arms first in a conventional conflict. 

Presumably, the review will confirm that the US, 
while pursuing non-proliferation in countries not in the 
nuclear weapons club, will need nuclear weapons for the 
foreseeable hiture. 

The current US nuclear doctrine and battle orders are 
outdated, since they are an outgrowth of the Cold War in 
which the possible targets were the Soviet Union and 
China (before President Nixon's visit). The review, the 
officials explained, will determine among other things 
whether US strategic or other nuclear weapons should be 
targeted in advance at particular sites. 

"Not a World Dictator" — Clinton: In a frank assess¬ 
ment of his policies, U.S. President Bill Clinton said in the 
third week of October the end of the Cold War did not 
make the United States ffte world's dictator. Nor did it 
make the American people willing to undertake the kind 
of risks "that would permit us to assume that role". 

Mr Clinton said ff\ere is no question that in strieffy 
militery terms and with a fairly modest loss we could just 
walk into south Mogadishu (Aidid's stronghold) in 
Somalia and move everybody out But we did not go Aere 
to kill or to elevate one group or factiorv^ver anoffier. We 
did go there to do our mission and to protect die people 
that were working with us and pur own people. . 

His first priorities, Mr Clinttxrt'iisud, are securitjr inter¬ 
ests and our econcnnic interests, Imt our human interest in 
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pronwting detncx:racy and peace and an end to starvation 
are not insignificant. Mr Clinton defended his decision to 
get involved in Somalia. "When the U.S. or the UN under¬ 
take a peace-keeping mission, we have to be prepared to 
accept the fact that not every one of Biose missions may be 
perfectly successful." We have a lot of serious challenges 
at home we need to address. In a sense we paid the price 
to win the Cold War. 

Sanctions & Gunboat Diplomacy: At the insistence 
of the U.S.A. (about 1000 Americans reside in Haiti) the 
U.N. recently launched enforcement of an economic em¬ 
bargo, backed by gunboat diplomacy, against Haiti's 
military leaders in a bid to cru^ resistance to the return 
of Ore exiled President, Mr Aristide. The embargo was 
supported by nine U.S. and Canadian warships stationed 
just off the coast, but was expected to have little immedi¬ 
ate economic impact, especially on the Caribbean nation's 
hardline army chiefs and wealthy elite. 

The sanctions ban arms military and police supplies 
and oil and other pebroleum products from going to Haiti. 
The U.N. Security Council reimposed the measures after 
the refusal of Haiti's security forces to guarantee the safety 
of a U.S. ship carrying American and Canadian U.N. 
troops to help restrain i^iti's army and police. 

Upto 10,000 people died as a result to previous inter¬ 
national sanctions imposed on Haiti after military officers 
overthrew Mr Aristide, the couptry's first democratically 
elected President, in a bloody coup. The U.N. embargo 
was originally imposed in late June and quickly brought 
the army to the negotiating table. It was revived after 
hardline leaders effectively opposed the U.N. Plan for Mr 
Aristide's return by refusing to step down and effectively 
allowing civilian gurunen to block the arrival of more than 
200 US and Canadian military personnel. 

Crisis in Georgia 

T he Georgian leader, Mr Eduard Shevardnadze, on 
October ^ signed a decree fornnalising the entry of his 
crisis-ridden coimtry into the post-Soviet Commonwealth 
of Independent States. TTie decree was backed by most 
members of the republic's parliament. Georgia's legisla¬ 
ture suspended itself for two months to give Mr 
Shevardnadze a free hand to deal with conflicts threaten¬ 
ing his State. 

Meanwhile, rebel forces withdrew from two towns, 
including the birthplace of Mr Shevardnadze. The 
reported withdrawal followed seizure of Samtredia, a key 
town and railroad junction, by government troops loyal to 
Mr ^evacdnadze. But rebels remained in control of the 
vital Black Sea port of Pc^ and much ot western Geoigia. 

Yeltsin loses in Siberia: In the vital rich region of 
Siberia 1^ Yeltsin's opponents have staged a comeback in 
a bid to win the parliamentary elections to be held in 
December. Several groups are making efforts to split 
Yeltsin's.Supporters. The communists are emer^g as a 
real threat. Siberia seeks control over its natural Wealffi, 
the Vral mountains industrial area and ffie ifarm belt 
The fear is ffuit the powthful regional councils or 
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legislatures could work against reforms and ignite a neiv 
power struggle between the Central Government and the 
regions. Siberian hard-liners have formed an alliance of 
communist, nationalist and anti-semitic parties called the 
"People's Power". 

Canada 

Dramatic Political Switch 

NE of the most dramatic political changes in recent 
years has taken place in Canada and a Soviet-t)^ 
split is feared. In the general election, held on CX:tobar 7b, 
the Conservatives were wiped out The poll rewrote the . 
political map of Canada. The voters obliterated a politicaV ' 
parte of long standing, condemning it to a mere two seats; 
in a House of 295. The incumbent Prime Minister has been : 
ejected not only from her exalted position but alro as a 
member of Parliament 

Ms Kim Campbell, the unfortunate first Canadian'"; 
woman head of government, has set a dubious record; 
occupied the office for barely four months, making her the 
first Prime Minister to hold "a summer job". With 17? 
seats, the Liberals are now the ruling party, a left-of-centre 
organisation and heir to the legacy of stalwarts like Piene 
Trudeau and many before him. It is a staunch supporter df 
the present federal structure. 

The internal squabbles are so serious and insoluble - 
that one US commentator has expressed the tear of a. 
Soviet Union-type implosion. Canada seems to be an 
automatic candidate for splitting. 

Quebec seeks Sovereignty: The Quebec Separatists 
who have suddenly become the second most ]rawerful 
body in the Canadian parliament declared on October 27 
that their presence was only temporary until their Frendi- 
speaking province becomes a country. Until then, the 54 
members of parliament from his Bloc Quebecois will play 
the game and judge legislation on its merits. 

The Quebec province has sought special provisions to 
protect its Frencn language, culture and institutions. The 
bloc became in effect the external arm of the separatist 
movement inside the province. 

Pakistan 

Benazir PM Again 

N October 19, Ms Benazir Bhutto, leader of Pakisten 
Permle's Party, became Prime Minister again after a 
break or about three years. Earlier, she had comfortably 
defeated her main rival, Mr Nawaz Sharif, of ffie Pakistan ; 
Muslim League (Nawaz) by 121 to 72 votes, in the dectidn ' 
for the leader of die House in the National Assembly. - 

In August 1990, she had been uncerem(»uously di^ ’ 
missed from this positicm by the former President, Mr 
Ghulam Ishaq Khan. When she first became the Printe 
Minister in 1988, she had the dtefinction of being the first : 
woman Prime Minister of an Islamic country. The fimb; 
person to be Prime Minister twice was her fafiier, 
Zulflkar Ali Bhutto. The President also administered the. 
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oath of office to two Ministers, Mr Farooq Ahmed Leghari 
and Mr Aftab Shaban Mirani, both of the PPP. Mr Leghari 
is the new Foreign Minister and Mr Mirani, the Defence 
Minister. 

In a brief speech Ms Bhutto pleaded for good govern- 
ment'Opposition and Centre-provinces relations and 
promisra that her government would bring a law which 
would make political horse-trading impossible. Her first 
priority would be to take Pakistan out of international 
isolation caused by charges of supporting terrorism, drug 
trade and of carrying on a clandestine nuclear 
programme. 

Mr Sharif pledged that his party would not oppose 
the government for the sake of opposition. His party 
would not indulge in conspiracies to destabilise her 
government as was done with him. 

Benazir's Government would like to ease tensions 
with India and seek a solution to the "burning issue of 
Kashmir". She would like to remove the current misgiv¬ 
ings about Pakistan's nuclear programme and revive the 
close friendly relations with the U.S.A. Prime Minister 
Narasimha Rao warmly felicitated his Pakistani counter¬ 
part on being elected as the head of government and 
suggested starting a comprehensive dialogue on all mat¬ 
ters of mutual concern including "the issues related to 
Jammu and Kashmir" as early as possible. 

Benazir Bhutto said on October 20 that her Govern¬ 
ment was willing to accept India's negotiations offer to 
resolve all outstanding problems, including the vexed 
Kashmir issue. Ms Bhutto, however, sounded a different 
note in her first broadcast when she said that she would 
mobilise world opinion in favour of the "oppressed 
Kkshmiris". Her Government would play its due role to 
put an end to what she called human rights violations and 
mobilise world opinion in favour of the Kashmiris. 

Pak not to halt N. Plan: Pakistan will have to roll 
back its nuclear weapons programme and not merely 
freeze it under the Pressler Amendment, a senior Clinton 
administration official said in Washington on October 29. 
But this .seems unlikely. The official made the statement in 
the context of the forthcoming trip to Pakistan by the 
Assistant Secretary of State, Ms Robin Raphel, for talks 
with the new government of Ms Benazir Bhutto. 

The first item on Ms Raphel's agenda of talks is "non- 
proliferation". The second item on the agenda is to ex¬ 
press appreciation of the fact that recently concluded elec¬ 
tions "have been as fair as you can get in that part of the 
world. That is impressive". 

Human rights is always an issue with all countries in 
that area, from the U.S. point of view, for various reasons. 
Economic liberalization and reform is also on the agenda. 

10 to 15 N.-weapotis: Analysts believe that Pakistan 
had enough enriched uranium for producing 10 to 15 
nuclear weapons, a paper by the Congressional Research 
Service (CRS) disclosed. Pakistan official had acknow¬ 
ledged in February, 1992, that the country had the capacity 
for making at least one nuclear weapon. Meanwhile, 
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India, according to the authors, was thought to have ttte 
capability of producing 75 or more nuclear weapons. 

US Funds for Pak Bomb: How could a poor country 
such as Pakistan find the requisite money for manufactur¬ 
ing sophisticated nuclear devices? The American agency, 
CIA, has made interesting disclosures in this connection. 
The CIA indicated in October that loans from the US and 
its allies have made money available for Pakistan to build 
atomic bombs. The agency also says that it is unclear 
whether China continues to provide Pakistan with tech¬ 
nology and training for its nuclear weapons development, 
despite China's commitment to desist from such a course. 
Since 1980, Pakistan has received about $ 19 billion in 
assistance from other countries and from lending institu¬ 
tions like the International Monetary Fund. 

Loans and grants from both bilateral and multilateral 
aid agencies free money for Pakistan to spend on its 
nuclear programme. Of d\e $ 19 billion in aid, about $ 2.7 
billion was given in loans and grants that were not ear¬ 
marked for any specific purpose. This money came from ■ 
the U.S., the European Community, japan, the IMF, Arab i 
countries and others. "The money enabled Pakistan to | 
finance civilian imports, freeing an equivalent amount of 
funds to spend on the nuclear programme", the CIA said. 
The US cut off military aid to Pakistan in October, 1990, 
under a law banning such aid because Pakistan was 
developing nuclear weapons. But in previous years, the 
U.S. gave Pakistan more than $ 4 billion in aid 

CHOGM 

Summit fails to define thrust 

HE Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting 
(CHOGM) ended in Limassol (Cyprus) on October 25 
without a summit declaration which traditionally focuses 
on several themes and concerns, committing the member- 
nations to pursue them in policy and action. The five-day 
summit failed to conceptualise the thrust of its new direc¬ 
tion outlined as "special theme" in the draft Limassol 
declaration, entitled "Towards a new Global 
Humanitarian Order". The Commonwealth leaders 
agreed to shelve it. 

The void thus created was filled with a renewal of the 
1991 idarare declaration which the summit leaders felt 
was still relevant to the challenges of the 1990s and 
beyond. The lO-point Harare pledge had charted a course 
to take the Commonwealth into the next century and the 
summit leaders decided to adhere to it till 1995. 

The Cyprus summit, however, agreed to incorporate 
in a communique the spirit of the issues raised by the 
member-countries in their speeches and also the broad 
framework of the concenrs voiced by the Secretay-General 
in his draft declaration. The seven Muslim member- 
countries, led by Malaysia, made a fdicefui plea for a 
special reference in the communique on the "holocaust" 
in Bosnia. But their call for a Commonwealth initiative to 
end the ethnic cleansing involving blatant murders and 
rapes of Bosnian Muslims by Bosnian Serbs could not be 



accommodated, apparently on the grounds that it was not 
a Commonwealth affair and that the Commonwealth 
should not duplicate the U.N. efforts. The communique 
condemns terrorism in all its forms and calls, tor 
strengthening of global non-proliferation regimes. The 
communiqe, however, refrains from giving a call for a new 
role for die Commonwealth "to joining the larger interna¬ 
tional community in the quest for ^eater international 
peace and security". 

The Cyprus summit resolved to work for the creation 
of an atmosphere of normal political activity in South 
Africa to ensure free and fair elections in April next and 
expressed full support of practical measures to a non-ra- 
cial post-apardieid South Africa in its socio-economic 
development. 

S. Africa 

New foreign polio/for S. Africa 

HEN apartheid finally ends. South Africa's central 
foreign policy goal will be to help make the world 
safe for diversity, the ANC leader. Dr Nelson Mandela, 
wrote in a report on his party's foreign policy plans 
released on October 31. 

Dr Mandela sees the world changing from prison 
cells, where he was held for 27 years by white South 
African governments. "All nations will have boldly to 
recast their nets if they are to reaf any benefit from inter¬ 
national affairs in the post Cold War era". 

A central goal of the ANC's foreign policy will be to 
promote institutions and forces that, through democratic 
means, seek to make the world safe for diversity. The new 
South Africa would also promote human rights, 
democracy and cooperation among African nations. 

The charting of a new foreign policy for Soutii Africa 
will be a key goal for the African National Congress after 
South Africa's first multi-racial elections, scheduled for 
April 27,1994. 

Afghanistan 

New Crisis in Kabul 

HE tenuous peace in Afghanistan has again been shat¬ 
tered and the settlement between the top leaders is in 
danger of being flouted, re-creating confusion in the strife- 
tom country. "016 latest spurt of infighting in the ranks of 
the Mujahideen indicates that Afghanistan is still a long 
way from peace. In spite of the agreement by which Mr 
Burhanuddin Rabbani was installed as President and Mr 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar (leader of the Hezb-i-Islami) as 
Prime Minister, the civil war continues. Recently, many 
people died when rockets and mortar shells slammed into 
Kabul. 

As the President began negotiations with rival 
Mujahideen factions to ask Mr tfekmatyar to resign for his 
failure to bring stability to Afghanistan, the Hezb-i-Islami 
leader said he would resign only if ^ President also 
stepped down. Mr Hekmatyar controls a large and 


powerful militia and provoking him can have dangerous 
consequ^ices. 

The latest round of clashes between the Hezb-l- 
Wahadat and the Ittehad-i-lslami occurred just as the 
President was leaving for Saudi Arabia to seek more aid 
for post-war reconstruction. But the intematiorial cmn- 
munity is becoming increasingly impatient with . 
Afghanistan's unending internal problem and unless 
the factions agree to a cease-fire, offers to heljp the 
country rebuild its economy may dry up. According to 
reports, Pakistan is greatly concerned that the peace 
accord, which it actively helped to promote, may be 
breaking down. 

Bangladesh 

Dhaka assails India 

LOUTING the understanding that bilateral disputes 
would be settled through negotiations in a friendly 
^irit, the Bangladesh Prime Minister, Begum Khaleda 
Zia, launched a virtual tirade against India on the river 
waters issue. In effect, she tried to internationaiise the 
issue by raising it in her address to the U.N. General 
Assembly and in an interview in the third week of Oc¬ 
tober, 1993. She urged the international community to 
help resolve the waters dispute and described the alleged 
denial by India of adequate water to Bangladesh as a 
violation of human rights. 

The fact is that Dhaka has not given due attention to 
the Indian proposals for solving the problem of sharing 
the river waters. A major difficulty is the acute drop in the 
river flow during the lean season. The inadequacy of tiie 
lean season flow in the Ganga has long been recognised. 
India has suffered the consequences for many years, with 
Calcutta port being among me main victims. One reason 
why the flow has dwindled is the increased agricultural 
requirements in the upper reaches. The need, therefore, is 
not to "play politics" with such a sensitive subject, as an 
Indian official pointed out, but to arrive at a mutually 
agreeable assessment of the actual availability of water 
during the various seasons, tire varying needs of the two ’ 
countries and the parameters for finalising a long-term 
agreement. 

The Indian suggestion is that the fall in the Ganga 
waters can be made up by linking the "water surplus" 
Brahmaputra with the Ganga at a point near Farakka to 
divert 100,000 cusecs of water which would be sufficient ; 
for both tiie Calcutta port and Bangladesh, At the mo- ' 
ment, the port receives 20,500 cusecs in tiie pre-monsoon 
months against its requirement of 40,000 cusecs. 
Bangladesh is opposed to the idea because it will mean the . ’ 

loss of20,000 acres of arable land, but it has been consider- 
ing a proposal for a 2.4 km barrage to divert (he Brah- •; 
maputra into the Ganga. This move is related to tiie action > 

plan formulated after the 1987 and 1988 floods in 
Bangladesh by the World Bank and 16 donor countries, 
envisaging the construction of "mud walls" across the 
Ganga. ; 
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CURRENT AFFAIRS 


Current General Knowledge 


ABBREVIATIONS 

AMCs: Asset Management 
Companies. 

CAPART: Council for People's 
Action and Advancement of Rural 
Technology. 

CHOGM: Commonwealth 

I leads of Government Meeting. 

jAIN: loint American Indian 
Network. 

WDF: Wasteland Development 
Force. 

AWARDS 

Nobel prizes, 1993 

For Peace: African National 
Congress President, Mr Nelson Man¬ 
dela and South African President, Mr 
P.W. de Klerk, have been awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize for overcoming 
centuries of distrust, bred by racial 
separation and for pushing South 
.Africa towards democracy. 

For Literature; Ms Toni Mor¬ 
rison, an African-American woman 
writer for work which had given life 
to "an e.ssential aspect of American 
reality". 

For Physics: Dr Russel A. ITulse 
and Dr Joseph H. Taylor Jr. of the 
Princeton University in USA "for the 
di.scovcry of a new type of pulsar, a 
discover)’ that has opened new pos¬ 
sibilities for the study of gravitation". 

For Chemistry: Prof Kary B. 
Mullis of the US, for inventing a tool 
that allows extremely detailed ex¬ 
amination of the DNA, that forms the 
building blocks of genes; and Prof 
Michael Smith of Canada for his 
work on a method for altering DNA 
to determine its function. 

For Medicine: Dr Richard J. 
Roberts of England and Dr Philip A. 
Sharp of the USA for their discovery 
of split genes. 

For Economics: Prof Robert W. 


Fogel and Prof Douglas C. North of 
USA for "having renewed research in 
economic history, by applying 
economic theory and quantitative 
methods in order to explain 
economic and institutional charge". 

The Nobel prizes are awarded 
every year under the will of Alfred 
Nobel, inventor of dynamite and 
philanthropist from Sweden. The 
award is worth $ 8,48,000. 

Booker prize, 1993 

I RISH writer Roddy Doyle has won 
the prestigious award for his novel 
Pflt/dy Clarke Hu Ha I la. Booker prize 
is Britain’s most highly prized 
literary award. 

Indira Gandhi award for national 
integration, 1992 

I AIN saint and founder of Anuvrat 
movement, Acharya Tulsi has been 
given the award for his outstanding 
contribution toward.s the cau.se of na¬ 
tional integration. 

The award compri.ses of a cita¬ 
tion and a cash prize of Rs 1.51 lakh. 

Dhanvantari award, 1993 

D r K.S. Chugh, former professor 
and head of the department of 
Nephrology, PCI, Chandigarh has 
been awarded the 2.3rd Dhanvantari 
award for his contribution in the field 
of Nephrology. 

Naushad award, 1993 

T he doyen of Indian film music, 
Naushad Ali has lieen conferred 
the award which has been instituted 
by the government of Uttar Pradesh. 
The award carries a cash prize of Rs 
one lakh. 

Neerja Bhanot-Pan Am Trust 
awards, 1993 

M S Shahnaaz Sheikh of Bombay 
and Ms Purnima Sadhana, an 
Indian Airlines air-hostess, have been 
given the award for exemplary 
courage and valient struggle against 


Social Justice. 

BOOKS 

Beloved 

T his novel is one of the most wide¬ 
ly praised novels of Ms Toni Mor¬ 
rison, winner of the 1993 Nobel prize 
for literature. The novel has the gran¬ 
deur of a Greek tragedy. 

Follywood Flashback 

T his is the latest book on Indian 
cinema. It delves into the fascinat¬ 
ing world of the movies industry and 
its legendary personalities and 
provides a broad perspective of near¬ 
ly forty years of Hindi cinema, ft has 
been written by the eminent film 
journalist and media professional. 
Bunny Reuben. 

In the Bluest Eye 

W RITTEN by Ms Toni Morrison, 
winner of the 1993 Nobel prize 
for literature, the novel depicts the 
irony of the black experience, the in¬ 
evitable self-hatred in an environ¬ 
ment over-shadow'cd by the 
un-a.ssailable white ideals. This was 
the first novel to be written by Ms 
Morrison. 

Jazz 

J AZZ has been written by Ms Toni 
Morrison, winner of the 1993 Nobel 
prize for literature. It is the most 
recent novel to be written by her. 

Paddy Clarke Ha, Ha, Ha 

T his novel has been written by 
Irish writer Roddy Doyle and has 
won him the 1993 Booker prize. The 
novel depicts the ups and downs in 
the life of 10-year-old boy, Patrick 
Clarke. It has been described as 
"funny, humane and sad". 

Song of Solomon* 

W ITH its historical and epic vast¬ 
ness, this novel grapples with 
the ambitious theme of the genesis of 
the black consciousness in America. 
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It has been written by Ms Toni Mor¬ 
rison, winner of the 1993 Nobel prize 
for literatiue. 

Tar Baby 

Tar Baby is a romance set on a 
Caribbean island. It is more a novel of 
ideas, where racial and sexual con¬ 
flicts are tackled symbolically. This 
novel has been written by Ms Toni 
Morrison, winner of the 1993 Nobel 
prize for literature. 

CONFERENCES 

World Population Summit 

HE World Population Summit 
was held in New Delhi in Cktober 
1993. The meet flayed the developed 
nations for being the major pollutants 
of the environment, despite their low 
population growth. 

As per the estimates. Global 
population is expected to swell to 10 
billion by the year 20.'50, with 8.7 bil¬ 
lion in the developing countries. The 
population in the developed 
countries, now 1.2 billion, is expected 
to grow to 1.3 billion by 2050. 

World Yoga meet 

HE world yoga meet was held at 
Munger, West Bengal, from 
November 1,1993. It was attended by 
about 10,000 delegates from different 
parts of the country and abroad. The 
main topic of discussion was the 
scientific and healing powers of 
yoga, which would usher in lasting 
peace and happiness. 

The world meet is held once in 20 
years. 

ENVIRONMENT 

Army to raise fourth ecological 
task force 

CCORDING to the Chief of 
Army Staff, General B.C. Joshi, a 
fourth Ecological Task Force (ETF) of 
the territorial army would be raised 
for afforestation in the hilly Kumaon 
region in Uttar Pradesh. 

The new ETF battalion aims at 
bringing back the glory of the r^ion 
which was once called Kali (dark) 
Kumaon because even the sun rays 
could not pierce through its drickly- 
forested hills. The task force would 
also pro^de the much-needed suc¬ 
cour to 250-odd ex-servicemen of the 


Pithoragaih district. 

The work of the ecological bat¬ 
talions involves new plantations, 
preparing of saplings, protection of 
existing plantations and replacing 
dead flora. It also takes care of soil 
and water conservation in some 
areas. 

The first Ecological Task Force, 
127 infantry battalion (TA), compris¬ 
ing two companies, was raised at 
Dehradun-Mussoorie on December 
1982. Two more ETFs were raised, 
one and three companies, for ecologi¬ 
cal development of the heavily- 
degraded area in Sambha in Jammu 
and Kashmir and Bikaner in Rajas¬ 
than, respectively. 

PERSONS 

Bhutto, Benazir 

S Benazir Bhutto has been re¬ 
elected as the Prime Minister of 
Pakistan. She is the only woman 
Prime Minister in the Muslim world 
to return to power, for the second 
time, after a gap of three years. 

She was born on June 21,1953, in 
Karachi. She is the first of the four 
children of the hanged Prime Mini¬ 
ster, Mr Z. A. Bhutto and Begum Nus- 
rat Bhutto. After her schooling at a 
Christian missionary school in Pakis¬ 
tan, she graduated from Harvard's 
RedcliBe college. She later attended 
Oxford University also. 

de Klerk, F.W. 

E shares the 1993 Nobel peace 
prize with Mr Nelson Mandela 
for his efforts to overcome centuries 
of distrust, bred by racial separation, 
in South Africa. 

Mr de Klerk has been President 
of South Africa since 1989. He 
received a law degree in 1958 and till 
1972 he ran a law firm. In 1972 he was 
elected to the Parliament. 

Fogel, Prof Robert W. - 

ROF Fogel of USA has shared the 
1993 Nobel prize for economics. 
He is 67-year-old. His foremost work 
ccHicems the role of the railways in 
the economic development of USA. 
In one research paper he has also 
shown that slavery was economically 
efficient. 

Prof Fogel has been director of 


the Centre for Population Economics 
at the University of Chicago, sihee 
1981. 

Hulse, Dr Russel A. 

R Hulse of USA shares the 1993 
Nobel prize for physics wiBi Dr 
Joseph Taylor "for the discovery of a 
new type of pulsar, a discovery that 
has opened new possibilities for the 
study of gravity". 

Dr Hulse, bom in New York, 
earned his doctorate in physics in 
1975 from the University of Mas¬ 
sachusetts. At present he is working 
at the Princeton University in New 
Jersey. 

Mandela, Nelson 

ELSON Mandela, President of 
the African National Congress, 
shares the 1993 Nobel peace prize 
with President of South Africa, Mr 
F.W. de Klerk, for his efforts to bring 
peace in South Africa. 

He was imprisoned for 27 years 
by the white South African regime for 
his opposition to apartheid^ He is 
viewed as a political giant, who wiffi 
care and determination has fought 
for the liberation of his people. 

Morrison, Toni 

HE is the winner of the 1993 Nobel 
prize for literature. She is the 
eignth woman and first Afro- 
American to win the prestigious 
award. 

62-year-old Ms Morrison was 
bom into a black working<lass fami¬ 
ly in Lorain, Ohio. Her first novel. The 
Bluest Eye was published in 1970. In 
1988 she won the Pulitzer prize for 
fiction. Her other novels are: Beloved, 
Sula, Song of Solomon, Tar Baby and 
Jazz. Most of her novels are ricl^ ex¬ 
pressive depictions of "Black 
America". 

Mulli8,FrofKaryB. 

E shares the 1993 Nobel Prize for 
Chemistry with Prof Michael 
Smith of Canada for inventing a tool 
that allows extremely detail^ ex¬ 
amination of the DNA, that forms the i 
building blocks of genes. ’ 

North, Prof Douglass C. 

BVENTY-two-yeaiH)Id Dr North 
of USA was in the news for shar¬ 
ing the 1993 Nobel prize for 
economids. He has been associated in 
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the study of long-term development 
of the US and Europe. In a recent 
work he analysed the role institutions 
play in economic growth. 

Since 1983 he has been a profes¬ 
sor at Washington University in St 
Louis. He took his doctorate at the 
University of California, Berkeley. 

Roberts, Dr Richard J. 

E is one of the co-winners of the 
1993 Nobel prize for Medicine. 
He works at New England Biolabs in 
Beverly, Massachusets. His discovery 
of split genes has aided in the study 
of cancer and other diseases. Dr 
Roberts is a Britisher. 

Sharp, Dr Philip A. 

R Sharp, who works at the Mas¬ 
sachusets Institute of Technol¬ 
ogy Centre for Cancer Research has 
been honoured with 1993 Nobel prize 
for Medicine for his discovery of split 
genes. He shares the prize with Dr 
Richard J. Roberts of England. 

Smith, Prof Michael 

See under Mullis, Prof Kary B. 

Taylor Jr., Prof Joseph H. 

ROF Taylor of the Princeton 
University in the USA shares the 
1993 Nobel prize for physics with his 
colleague, £)r Russel. Their discovery 
of a new type of pulsar is of "great 
significance for astrophysics and 
gravitational physics and represents 
an important milestone in the histori¬ 
cal development of technology and 
science". 

Prof Taylor was born in Philadel¬ 
phia and got his doctorate in 
astronomy in 1968 from the Harvard 
University. 

PLACES 

World's first butterfly farm 

HE world's first butterfly farm 
has been established at Penang in 
Malaysia. Thousands of multi¬ 
coloured butterflies are reared in this 
farm. Over 100 species of butterflies 
and local insects are exhibited in their 
natural habitat. 

PROJECTS 

BHEL conunissions largest furnace 
HE Bharat Heavy Electricals 
Limited (BHEL) has commis¬ 


sioned the largest furnace in the 
country, manufactured indigenously 
for the first time. The 70-tonne 
capacity furnace will be utilised for 
making super-clean steel forgings 
used by core sector industries. 

The new furnace, called Vacuum 
Area Degassing (VAD) furnace, with 
several unique features, was set up 
by BHEL's Central Foundry Forge 
Plant (CFFP), at Hardwar. With the 
new facilities, CFFP will become one 
of the largest units of its kind in the 
south-east Asia and offer steel forg¬ 
ings up to 80-tonnes weight and steel 
castings up to 50-tonncs weight. 

RESEARCH 

Breakthrough in data storage by 
Indian 

N a record-breaking experiment, 
heralded as a breakthrough in data 
storage, an Indian scientist working 
in the United States has succeeded in 
storing enormous amounts of data 
inside tiny crystals. 

Dr Ravinder Kachru, a molecular 
physicist at the Stanford Research In¬ 
stitute International, has devised an 
apparatus that stores, at superfast 
speeds, up to 50,000 bits of data in a 
dot-sized crystal. 

Crystal memory is a major goal 
of information technology scientists 
worldwide, who are scrambling for 
new ways to house computer-retriev¬ 
able data, to eliminate limitations of 
present-day magnetic tape and opti¬ 
cal disc storage. Data is stored inside 
crystals as colour patterns using laser 
beams of different colours. Space in¬ 
side a crystal could pack millions of 
times more information than the 
same space on the best optical disc 
developed so far. 

SPACE RESEARCH 

Large comet set to collide with 
Jupiter 

ARGE chunks of a comet, on a 
collision course with the planet 
Jupiter, are expected to cause ex¬ 
plosive impacts comparable in 
strength to the collision of a large 
asteroid with earth, that is believed to 
have killed the dinosaurs 65 million 
years ago. 

Astronomers around the world 


win try to observe the impact of at 
least 20 objects that make up the 
comet, called Shoemaker-Levy 9, as 
they plunge into Jupiter over a six- 
day period centred on July 21,1994. 

The comet, first sighted last 
March, is currently in an elliptical 
orbit of Jupiter. According to calcula¬ 
tions, Jupiter's gravity tore it into a 
multitude of pieces when its orbit 
carried it close to the huge planet in 
July 1992. 

The plummeting chunks of icy 
material, the largest ones estimated 
to be about five kilometres across, 
should become gigantic versions of 
meteors or "shooting stars", each 
blazing fireball blowing an enormous 
hole in Jupiter's dense clouds. 

Some scientists estimate that the 
total energy of the multiple collisions 
on Jupiter could be equivalent to 100 
megatons of TNT, or 10,000 times the 
total destructive power of the world's 
nuclear weapons. 

Other scientists do not expect 
dramatic impacts, believing that 
Jupiter's gravity will further break 
up the cometary fragments. 

Unfortunately, observers on 
earth will not see the cometary im¬ 
pacts directly because they will occur 
on the far side of the Jupiter. 

UN 

5 members elected to UN Council 
IGERIA, Oman, Rwanda, Argen¬ 
tina, and the Czech Republic 
have been elected by the general as¬ 
sembly as the non-permanent mem¬ 
bers of the Security Council for a 
two-year term beginning Jan 1,1994. 

They replace Morocco, Cape 
Verde, Japan, Venezuela and Hun¬ 
gary, who complete their term at the 
end of 1993. 

The 15-member Council has five 
ermanent members—the United 
tates, Britain, France, Russia and 
China and 10 non-permanent mem¬ 
bers, five of whom retire each year. 

Pakistan, Djibouti, New Zealand, 
Brazil and Spain were elected in 1992 
and will continue to be on the Coun¬ 
cil till the end of 1994. 
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MISCELLANY 

Wasteland foice to be set up 

T he Government is giving final touches to a scheme for 
raising a Wastelands Development Force (WDF), for 
the development of wastelands in country. A battalion of 
300 men, consisting of ex>servicemen, is to be raised for 
this purpose. It will be commanded by territorial army 
officei^. The battalion would be embodied under the Ter¬ 
ritorial Army Act. Initially it is likely to function in the 
difficult and ravinous area of Bhind and Morena in Mad¬ 
hya Pradesh. 

Meanwhile, the Wastelands Development Depart¬ 
ment has asked the National Remote Sensing Agency 
. (NRSA) to carry out an indepth mapping of wastelands in 
I the country. The NRSA has already done mapping of 147 
• districts which have more than 15 per cent wastelands. 

! Vedas traced back to 10,000 B.C. 

A * CCORDING to Dr B.G. Sidharth of the Birla Science 
Centre, Hyderabad, the lore of the Vedas, the oldest 
i Indo-European document, may be as old as 10,000 B.C. 

I This observation is based on the astronomical codes men- 
; tinned in them. 

I The antiquity of Vedas has been a matter of interest for 

I scientists and researchers for ages, with the most common 
belief attributing the literature to nomadic Aryan tribes 
' dating 1500 B.C. 

' According to European scholars, the Vedas are a com- 
i pilation of mystical hymns composed by the Aryans who 
i invaded the Indian sub-continent around 1500 RC. They 
I worshipped personified forces of nature (wind, fire and 
! rain) through these hymns. 

i Dr Sidharth has contested this classical view saying 
I the Rig Veda, the oldest of the four Vedas, reveals a high 
! degree of scientific enlightenment and contains amazingly 
I accurate astrcmomical calculations that can't be attributed 
i to a primitive and illiterate nomadic tribe. 

Vedic literature, which shows traces of long and con- 
i tinuous astronomical observation dating to around 10,000 
! B.C., was composed by a rather well-settled agrarian and 
j educated group of people with a long tradition of 
meticulous astronomy, claims Dr Sidharth. 

Recent excavations in Nevali Cori valley in Turk^ 
have revealed remarkable influence of advanced Vedic 
culture with traces of agrarian settlements. The site is 
dated back to 70^ B.C. The stunning findings at Nevali 
Cori have also effectively debunked the long-held theory 
that earth was in the final phase of the ice age around that 
time and that settled civilization was non-existent then. 

Apart from immaculate town planning lay-outs, 
masonry works and several megalithic features including 
a temple, the site presents a clinching evidence of Vedic 
influence in the form of a limestone sculpture of a skin¬ 
headed god—^very much identical to the head of a Vedic 
priest. 
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SPORTS 


ATHLETICS 

Women's World Marathon Cup 

Chinese running sensation Wang 
Junxia has won the women's World 
Marathon Cup held at San Sebastian 
in Spain. She clocked 2 hours, 28 
minutes and 16 seconds. 

BILLIARDS 

Gold Flake World Billiards 
professional title 

Holder Geet Sethi of India 
fashioned an incredible win, beating 
second seeded Mike Russell by 999 
points to retain the title. The cham¬ 
pionship was held in Bombay. 

BOXING 

Woild Heavyweight title 

EvANDER Holyfield, fought a 
smart fight by limiting toe-to-toe 
exchanges, to beat Riddick Bowe 
by a majority decision. Holyfield 
had lost the bout in 1992 to Riddick 
Bowe. The championship was held 
at Las Vegas, USA. 

CHESS 

World title 

A.NATOLY Karpov of Russia has 
won the World chess championship 
played at Jakarta, Indonesia. 42- 
year-old Karpov, who was world 
champion from 1975 to 1985, has 


become the first player to regain 
the title since fellow Russian, ^k- 
hail Botvinsik, in 1961. 

CRICKET 

Sharjah Cup 

Brian Lara played the innings of 
his lifetime to score a career-best 
153 to help the West Indies beat 
the defending champions, Pakistan, 
by six wickets in the final of the 
three-nation Pepsi Champions 
trophy tournament, played at Shar¬ 
jah. 

CAB Diamond Jubilee 
Championship 

Azharuddin stays captain: 
Mohammed Azharuddin was 
retained as the skipper of the 
Indian team for the CAB 
Diamond Jubilee five-nation tour¬ 
nament which began on Novem¬ 
ber 7, 1993. 

Prize Money: The winner of 
the tournament will get $ 25,000 
(about Rs 7.5 lakh); Runners-up 
$ 15,000 (about Rs 4.5 lakh); Man- 
of-the-series .$ 5,000 (about Rs 1.5 
lakh); and Man of the match $ 1,000 
(about Rs 30,000). 

FOOTBALL 

Subroto Cup 

Lion -hearted St Ignatius School, 
Gumla (Bihar) etched out a 


memorable 4-3 win over Special 
Sports School, Tashkent (Uzbekis¬ 
tan) to lift the Subroto Cup. The 
tournament was held iij New Delhi. 

GOLF 

Northern India Championship 

Nonita Lall Qureshi clinched the 
championship with a five-stroke 
victory over Seema Sobti. 

HOCKEY 

All India Mohan Singh 
tournament 

ChOTU Ram Zamindar (CRZ) 
School, Sonepat, defeated Union 
Academy, Delhi, 2-0, to win the 27th 
All India Mohan Singh tournament. 

TABLE TENNIS 

Paris Grand Prix title 

World number one, Jan-Ove 
Waldner proved he is currently the 
world's best table tennis player, 
when he won the $ 54,000 Paris 
Grand Prix title. 

TENNIS 

Hong Kong Championship 

Big -hitting Dutchman, Richard 
Krajicek defeated Stefan Edberg of 
Sweden to win the $ 698,000 Hong 
Kong championship. 
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WHO'$WNO 

Appointments Etc 


Appointed; Elected Etc 

Benazir Bhutto: She has been elected as 
the Prime Minister of Pakistan. 

]ean Chretien: He has been elected as 
Prime Minister of Canada. His Liberal Party 
swept to a massive victory and put a humili¬ 
ating end to the nine years rule of 
Conservative Party. 

Andreas Papandreou: He has been elect¬ 
ed as the Prime Minister of Greece. 

Waldemar PauM: He has been nominat¬ 
ed as the Prime Minister of Poland. 

Mata Prasad: He has been appointed as 
the Governor of Arunachal Pradesh. 

Bhaskar Chose: He has been appointed 
as the Information and Broadcasting 
Secretary, Government of India. 

G.S. Tohra: He has been re-elected as 
the Chief of Shiromani Gurudwara 
Prabandhak Committee (SGPC). 


Distinguished Visitois 

Carl Gustav XVI: King of Sweden. 

R.F.M. Lubbers: Prime Minister of 
Holland. 

Victor F. Yerin: Interior Minister of 
Russia. 

Peter Sutherland: Director General of 
GATT. 

Gheorghe Tinea: Secretary of State of 
Komarria. 

Died 

Frederico Fellini: Celebrated Italian film 
maker, known worldwide for such classics 
as La Strada, La Doke Vita, 8112 and Ganger 
and Fred. He was 73. 

Vincent Price: The King of mod«n hor¬ 
ror films. 

Naina Devi: Famous Dadra and Thumri 
singer. She was 73. 


Khalistan movement from Pakistan, 
for many years, is arrested by Punjab 
Police. 

—The Chief negotiator in the talks to 
end the Hazratbal crisis, Mr W. 
Habibullah and the security advisor 
to the Jammu k Kashmir government, 
Lt Gen (Retd) MA. Zaki are aitically 
injured in an accident. 

5—New Delhi goes to polls in the first 
local elections, in more than ten years, 
to elect a new 70-member Legislative 
Assembly. 62 per cent turn-out is 
reported. 

7— A rare astronomical phenomenon 
takes place as planet Mercury transits 
between the earth and the sun. 

8— Jordan goes to polls in the first multi¬ 
party elections in almost four 
decades. 

9— Heavy turn-out is reMrted in elections 
for State assembly of Himachal 
Pradesh. 


EVENTS 


OCTOBER 

9—Representatives of the Central 
Government, the State of Jammu & 
Kashmir and of the Ladakh region 
reach an agreement on the setting up 
of a Ladakh Autonomous Hill 
Council. 

—40 per cent turn-out is reported in the 
Patotan provincial elections. 

11— Sociahst leader Andreas Papandreou 
of Greece is voted back to power, four 
years after being tossed out of office 
in disgrace. 

12— Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) 
drops charges of pay-off to Prime 
Minister Narasimna Rao, by stock¬ 
broker Harshad Mehta. 

—The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation's mini-parliament rati¬ 
fies the peace pact witn Israel. 

13— 'Fire' panic in a Bombay train leads to 
death of 49 women as they jump off 
the rutming train. 

14— UN reimposes ciurbs on Haiti to pres¬ 
surise its military rulers to restore the 
elected govenunott. 

16—Troops lay a sei« around the 
Hazratbal snrine in OTnagar follow¬ 
ing overnight gun-battles with the 
muitants holed up inside the shrine 


complex. 

18— India expeUs four Pakistani diplomats 
for indulging in espionage. 

19— Benazir Bhutto is sworn-in as the 
Prime Minister of Pakistan. 

21— The five-day Commonwealth summit 
begins at Limassol in Cyprus. 

22— At least 33 persons are killed in 
Brijbehra as security forces open fore 
to foil attempts by agitators to march 
towards Hazratbal shrine in Srinagar. 

24— Coca Cola returns to India after a gap 
of sbeteen years. 

25— For the first time in the Iom history of 
Commonwealth the CHOClM summit 
concludes without a summit declara¬ 
tion. 

26— Canada's Liberal Party wins a land¬ 
slide victory. 

27— The Chief Election Commissioner of 
India, Mr T.N. Seshan, challenges the 
appointment of two election commis¬ 
sioners in the Supreme Court. 

NOVEMBER 

3— Israeli Ambassador to India, Mr 
Epraem Doweek declares that Israel 
considers Kashmir is a part of India. 

—UK sides with India on Kashmir. 

4— Sohan Singh, who spearheaded the 
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THE EXAMINER’S GUESS 
QUESTIONS 


Q. What support price for Rabi 
crops has been fixed for 1994-95? 

Ans. The support price for 
wheat has been increased from Rs 
330 for 1993-94 marketing season to 
Rs 350 a quintal for 1994-95. Similar¬ 
ly the barley price has been increased 
from Rs 260 to Rs 275 per quintal. 

Q. Name the first full-length 
movie, to be prcxluced in Asia, with 
an animated cartoon character as the 
central figure, acting along with an 
array of human characters. 

Ans. 'O' Faby. The movie has 
been made in Malayalam. 

Q. Who wrote the book 'The 
Truth Within'? 

Ans. Veteran cine actor Abhi 
Bhattacharjee. He died recently at 
the age of 72. 

Q. When was the National Post¬ 
al week celebrated? 

Ans. October 9 to 15, 1993. 

Q. What was India's total gems 
and jewellery export in 1992- 93? 

Ans. Rs 9,503 crore or $ 3.27 bil¬ 
lion. In 1991-92 the figure was Rs 
7,233 crore or $ 2.93 billion. 

Q. Which area in Jammu & 
Kashmir has been granted the status 
of an autonomous Hill Council? 

Ans. Leh area of Ladakh region. 

Q. What are the highlights of 
the new credit policy of Reserve 
Bank of India? 

Ans. Reduction in SLR on net 
demand and time liabilities by 2.5 
per cent and incremental SLR by 5 
per cent. 

—Threshold limit for obligatory 
consortium arrangement raised from 


Rs 5 crore to Rs 50 crore. 

—Increase in general line of 
credit to NABARD by Rs 400 crore. 

—Ceiling for Investment by 
banks in bonds/debentures of public 
sector undertakings raised from 1.5 
per cent to 5 per cent of incremental 
deposits. 

—Introduction of a new pre¬ 
shipment export credit facility in 
foreign currencies. 

Q. What was the total amount 
of Textile export of India in 1992-93? 

Ans. $6.5 billion. 

Q. The Commonwealth Flcads 
of Government Meet (Cl lOGM) was 
held in October 1993 in which 
country? 

Ans. Cyprus. 

Q. As per the report of the 
Washington-based "Bread for the 
World" Institute, what was India's 
poverty rate in 1992? 

Ans. 25 per cent. But, the report 
says, the number of pwr have in¬ 
creased to 210 million because of 
population growth. In contra.st, the 
number of people living in absolute 
poverty in China fell fn>m 275 mil¬ 
lion to 100 million and in Indonesia 
from 70 million to 27 million. 

Q. What is CAPART? 

Ans. CAPART or the Council 
for People's Action and Advance¬ 
ment of Rural Technology, is a semi- 
autonomous body under the 
ministry of rural development which 
help the rural and small-town ar¬ 
tisans to meet the demand of their 
products. 

Q. Which Indian State has the 
highest per capita availability of 


milk? 

Ans. Punjab. It has been 
recorded at 723 gm per person per 
day. 

Q. What is "Dehleez"? 

Ans. It is a 26-episode weekly 
radio-drama serial which has been 
launched by the All India Radio in 
collaboration with the Family Plan¬ 
ning Foundation. The serial is 
directed by Tripurari Sharma and 
will focus attention on the problems 
of adolescence. 

Q. With effect from November 
1, 1993 which oil sector products 
have been made "free trade" 
products? 

Ans. All kinds of lubricants. 
Henceforth, the oil companies will 
be free to fix their selling prices and 
dealer commissions to enable them 
to effectively market lubricants. 

Q. Which company has 
launched India's first private sector 
Mutual Fund? 

Ans. Kothari Pioneer Mutual 
Fund. 

Q. Name the port in Andhra 
Pradesh which is being developed 
into a deep sea port with the assis¬ 
tance of Asian Development Bank 
(ADB)? 

Ans. Kakinada port. 

Q. What was India's total exter¬ 
nal debt at the end of March 1993? 

Ans. $85.4 tiilHon. In March 
1992 it was $ 82.24 billion. Out of the 
total debt as on March 1993, defence 
debt is $ 10.8 billion. 
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OBJECnVE-TYPE QUESHONS 


GENERAL AWARENESS 


1. The Peace Accord between Israel and PLO was 
signed on Sept 13,1993, at: 

(a) Jerusalem 

(b) Tel Aviv 
(ej-'Washington 
(eO London 

2. The Davis Cup semi-final matches were held be¬ 
tween India and Australia on Sept 24-26,1993, at: 

(a) New Delhi 

(b) Hyderabad 

(c) Bombay 
Chandigarh 

3. A Giant Metrewave Radio Telescope (GMRT) is 
being set up at: 

(df Khtjdad 

(b) Pune 

(cj Visakhapatnam 

(a) Hassan 

4. Dr R.A. Mashelkar, director of the National Chemi¬ 
cal laboratory, has been awarded the: 

(a) "Scientist of the Year" Award for 1993 

(f>^ G.D. Birla Award for K'rientihc research for 1993 

(c) Dr B.C. Roy Award for 1993 

(d) Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Award, 1993 

5. V.S. Shekhawat is the newly-appointed: 

(a) Chief of the Naval Staff 
(i>) Chief of the Air Staff 
(c) Chief of the Army Staff 

6. The major cause of blindness in children in the Third 
World is deficiency of: 

(fl) Vitamin D 

(b) Vitamin C 

(c) ' Vitamin A 

j ((f) Vitamin B-Complex 

7. Which State of the former USSR agreed on Sept 3, 
1993, to turn over the disputed Black Sea fleet to Russia in 
exchange for Russian writing-off a large part of its debt? 

(a) - Ukraine 

(b) Uzbekistan 

(c) Kazakhistan 

(d) Georgia 

8. The National Song "Bande Matram" has been taken 
from the novel written by: 

(a) Rabindra Nath Tagore 

(b) Munshi Prem Chand 
(4^ankim Chander Chatterjee 

(d) Aurobindo Ghosh 

9. The book "Remembering Babylon" is written by: 

(a) VikiamSeth 

(b) Philip Roth 
J|^-^3avid Malouf 

(d) E. Annie Proulx 

10. The SJFI best sportsperson of the country award for 


Samuel Banetjee Trophy has been given to: 
(nj^ishwanathan Anand 

(b) Kapil Dev 

(c) K. Gramma 

(d) Geel Sethi 

y* 11. Who among the following is the renowned Indian 
astronomer (recipient of Padma Bhushan Award at the age of 
27)? 

(a) Dr Subramanian Chandrasekhar 
4b) Dr Jayant Vishnu Narlikar 

(c) Prof Satish Dhawan 

(d) ProfS.S.Joshi 

/12. Which country among the following is NOT a mem- 
bCT of G-7 (seven most industrialised countries of the world)? 

(a) U.S.A. 

(b) france 
(«7 Germany 
(d) Russia 

713. Nayak Cdfiimittee was constituted to look into the 
necessity ofgjving credit to: 

(«)"^all-scale industries 

(b) medium-scale industries 

(c) large-scale industries 

(d) business organisations engaged in trading 

14. The estimated amount to be spent on Prime 
Minister's Rozgar Yojna launched on October 2,1993, is: 

(fl) Rs340crore 

(b) I^440crore 

(c) T?s 540 crore 

(d) Rs 640 crore 

15. "Hunger Project" is a survey conducted to estimate 
number of families suffering from hunger in: 

(fl) Bihar 
(f^'Rajasthan 

(c) West Bengal 

(d) U.P. 

/ 16. The three new employment schemes for uneducated 
and educated youth, and Mahila Samridhi Scheme, an¬ 
nounced on August 15, 1993, by the Prime Minister and 
endorsed by the National Development Council, will cost the 
exchequer: 

(fl) Rs 500 crore 

(b) -Rs 1,000 crore 

(c) Rs 1,500 crore 
((f) Rs 2,000 crore 

/17. With which newly independent African country, 
India signed protocols on Sept 17, 1993, establishing 
diplomatic and Consular relations between the two 
countries? 

(fl) Namibia 

(b) Central African Republic 
(c^ Eritrea 

(d) Angola 
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18. In which State is "Ganesh Fest" or "Ganesh Otsav" 
celebrated? 

{a) Gujarat 
Maharashtra 

(c) West Bengal 

(d) Madhya Pradesh 

19. Which one of the following is NOT TRUE? 

(a) Ottappalam is a reserv^ Ixik Sabha Constituen¬ 
cy in Kerala. 

(b) A by-election was held on Sept 1, 1993, in the 
Ottappalam Ix>k Sabha constituency. 

(c) Marxist-led Left Democratic Front (LDF) won 
this by-election by a huge margin of over 1,32,000 
votes. 

(dfXongress won this seat by a narrow margin. 

20. The growth rate per annum of population in India 
during 1981-91 was: 

(fl) 3.2 per cent 
(t») 2.5 per cent 

(c) ^.l per cent 

(d) 2 per cent 

21. The growth rate of the labour force per annum 
during 1981-91 was: 

(rt) 1.5 per cent 
(b) 2 per cent 
.•^j"2.5 per cent 
(d) 3 per cent 

22. The employment strategy as envisaged in the eighth 
Plan (1992-97) is expected to generate additional employ¬ 
ment of: 


(а) 32.5 million 

(б) 40.5 million 
(0) 42.5 million 
(d) 47.5 million 

23. The GDP growth rate for the period 1985-92 was 
recorded at: 

(a) 5.21 per cent 
it) 5.31 per cent 
(f) 6.21 per cent 
(d) 6.42 per cent 

24. Sergei Bubka is related to which sport? 

(a) Polo 

(^Golf 

Pole Vault 
. (,d) Swimming 

f 25. Who led a four-man Australian Davis Cup tennis 
team in the semi-final match against India in Chandigarh 
from Sept 24 to 26,1993? 

< 0 ^ Wally Masur 

(b) Neale Fraser 

(c) Mark Wtxjdfbrde 
{d) Todd Woodbridge 

26. Chakma refugees who migrated from Chittagong in 
Bangladesh are sheltered in: 

^ .Tripura 
t5) Manipur 
(c) Meglulaya 
yt) Tezpur 

27. A day after signing of West Asian Peace Accord 
between Israel and Palestine Liberation Organisation, Israel 
signed a bilateral treaty re-establishing diplomatic relations 


and settlement of border dispute with: 

(flLSyria 

(b) Jordan 

(c) Egypt 

(d) Iraq 

28. Who is the first Indian to get Golden Eagle Award, 
1993, presented by the International American Friendship 
Stxritity? 

’(»)^.V.Thangkabalu 

(b) M. Arunachalam 

(c) Mamta Baneqee 

(d) K. Kamala Kumari 

29. The Booker Prize, 1993, has been won by Salman 
Ru.shdie fc^is novel: 

{(() Midnight's Children 

(b) The Satanic Verses 

(c) Rites of Passage 

(d) None of these 

30. The author of Lajja (shame) is: 

(a) Salman Rushdie 
(bj^eslima Nasreen 

(c) VikramSeth 

(d) James Wood 


* 31. At which place the US multinational Company, Car¬ 
gill, was to set up its controvcrsiiil export-oriented salt 
project? , 

(flf Kandla (Gujarat) 

(b) Quilon (Kerala) 

(c) Paradeep (Orissa) 

(d) Tuticorin fTamil Nadu) 


' 32. Which daily newspaper in India retained its top 
position in 1992 as the largest circulated siiigic edition acaird- 
ing to RNI report? 

(a) Malayala Manorama 

(b) Hindustan Times 

(c) Punjab Kesari 

Jjiy Anand Bazar Patrika 

» 33. Which one of the following is NOT TRUE about the 
Mahila Samridhi Yojua launched from October 2,1993? 

(rt) It envisages that against Rs 300 per year saved by 
a rural woman, the Central Government would 
contribute 25 per cent 

(b) The scheme is to be implemented through a net¬ 
work of 1.32 lakh post offices in rural areas 

(c) The scheme is executed to ciwer about six crore 
women by the end of the eighth Plan 

(d) The scheme is to prewide free medical aid to 
about seven crore rural women for five years 

f 34. Rashtriya Mahila Kosli scheme is meant to: 

(fl) provide credit facilities to help pixir women in 
the unorganised sector to undertake self-employ¬ 
ment and employment generating activities 

(b) expand the Integrated Child Development Ser¬ 
vices 

(c) to collect money from the urban richer class and 
distribute among the poor rural women 

(d) to educate women to save money for use during 
general calamities like fIoods*^tc. 

35. September 27 every year is celebrated as: 

(fl) Teachers' Day 

(b) International Literacy Day 
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(cf World Tourism Day 
(d) National Integration Day 
36. The ttuiin venue of the 11-day multi-sports spectacle 
the third National Games (staging 23 disciplines out of 29) 
)rn October 7 to October 11,1993, was: 

(<0 Bombay 
(hyrune 

(c) Nagpur 

(d) Hyderabad 

.V. Palani Lok Sabha seat in Tamil Nadu by-election 
Id ill Sept '93 was wrested from the Congre.ss by; 

(a) DMK 
(I^IADMK 
(0 BJP 
(rf) CI’l(M) 

3ft. Ms Mary Robinson, who visited India in the last 
■ck of Sept '93, is President of: 

(ii) (Portugal 
(ftl^Irish Republic 

(c) Spain 

(d) Italy 

39. The capital of the separated region of Abkhazia in 
•orgia is; 

(rt>'''Sukhumi 
(I.) Tiblisi 

(c) Amman 

(d) Alma-Ata 


#^40. Which one of the following journalists has been 
■arded the K.K. Uirla award for a study of "Big dams and 
dr displacement problems with' particular reference to 
rmada Inject"? 

(<»f Ms Mani Mala 

(b) Ms Usha Mahajan 

(c) MsAmitaShah 

(if) Ms Bela M. Thaker 

41. Among the largest milk pmducing countries in the 
irld, India .stands: 
first 

(#) second 

(c) third 

(d) fourth 

’’ 42. The first Indian to get the prestigious "International 
iry Person of the Year" award by the World Dairy Expo at 
dison,Vyisconsin, is; 

Dr Verghese Kurien 

(b) Dr S. Subramaniam 

(c) Dr V.K. Krishnan 

(d) Dr J. Karunanidhi 

43. llTg.author of the novel "Bluest Eye" is: 

tlffMs Tonny Morrison 

(b) Ms Taslima Nasreen 

(c) Ms Mamta Banerjee 

(d) Ms K. Kamla Kumari 


44. The 1993 Nobel Prize winner ft^r Literature is a; 

(a) Canadian woman 

(b) Mrican woman 

(c) u<nfrican-American woman 

(d) British woman 

45. The minimum support price per quintal fixed for 
eat for the year 1993-94 is: 

(a) Rs340 


(bfis360 

(c) Rs370 

(d) Rs380 

^''46. The total rabi crop production during 1993-94 is tar¬ 
geted at: 

(a) 70.5 million tonnes 

(b) 7^ million tonnes 
(cf'fe.S million tonnes 

(d) 92.5 million tonnes 

( 47. The Prime Minister of which country addressed the 
40th session of the U.N. General Assembly on Oct 13,1993, to 
become the first elected representative of his country to do so 
in 32 years? 

(a) Pakistan 

(b) Singapore 
(cj-^epal 

(d) Malaysia 

/ 48. "Operation Yal Devi", launched during Sept 28-Oct 
4,1993 was a military offensive by Sri Lanka Government to 
curb: 

(a) ' Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 

(b) religious fanaticism in the country 

(c) print media 

(d) Sri Lanka's traditional ethnic conflict 

/ 49. In the third General Election held in Pakistan on 
Cfctober 7,1993, which political party emerged as the single 
largest party? 

(a) Pakistan Muslim League (N) 

(1^ Pakistan People's Party 

(c) National Democratic Alliance 

(d) Awami National Partj' 

<' 50. The first working summit meeting between Israel's 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and P.L.O. Chairman Yasser 
Arafat was hosted on Oct 6, '93 by: 

(«rf President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt 

(b) President Bill Clinton of U.S. A. 

(c) Prime Minister John Major of U.K. 

(d) King Hussain of Jordan 

51. The conspiracy angle of Rajiv Gatuihi murder is 
being pn>bed by: 

(a) Rangarajan Commission 

(b) Mirdha Commission 

(c) -Jatn Commission 

(d) Chelliah Commission 

52. The eighth woman to win the Nobel Prize in Litera¬ 
ture is: 

(a) Nadine Gordimer (South African) 

(1^'Tony Morrison (African-American) 

(c) Pearl Buck (American) 

(d) Nelly Sachs (German) 

53. A devastating earthquake that rocked parts of 
Marathwada and western Maharashtra on Sept 30, 1993, 
measured: 

(fi) 6 on the Richter scale 

(b) 6.8 on the Richter scale 

(c) 7 on the Richter scale 

(d) 7.2 on the Richter scale 

54. The President of the unified Janata Dal is: 

(a) V.P. Singh 

(if'S.R. Bommai 
(c) Chandra Shekhar 


DECEMBER’93 COMPETrilON MASTER 403 



(d) Ram Vilas Paswan 

55. Karbi is a tribe in: 

(a) Tripura 

(b) Mizoram 

(c) Manipur 

(d) ' Assam 

56. A tribal warfare is going on between Nagas and the 
Kukis in which State? 

{a) Assam 

(b) ' Manipur 

(c) Tripura 

(d) Nagaland 

» 57. The per capita consumpticm of liquor ia one of the 
highest in the world at about 8 litres in: 

(a) Maharashtra 
(fi) .Punjab 
Iq Kerala 
(</) West Bengal 

58. TheT2th Asian Games are to be held from October 2 
to 16 in 1994 in: 

(a) Sydney 
(1:) Beijing 
(cj" Hiroshima 
(d) New Delhi 

59. Attapal Puspkom is associated with which game? 

(a) Hockey 

(b) Vcilleyball 
(cf Football 
(d) Chess 

. ^ 60. The 16-member India women hockey team for Asia 
cjip held from Nov 5 to 14,1993, was captained by: 
(nf'Rajbeer Kaur 

(b) SandeepKaur 
(r) Manjinder Kaur 
(d) HarjeetKaur 

^ 61. Diamond mines are located at which of the following 
places in India? 

(a) Raniganj 
(irt’anna ^ 

(c) Kolar 

(d) Khetri 

(e) jaduguda 

j62. The 73rd amendment of the Indian Constitution per¬ 
tains to which of the following? 

(al^tatehcxxi of Delhi 
Panchayati Raj 

(c) Extension of President's Rule in jammu & Kash¬ 
mir 

(d) Inclusion of Konkani, Manipuri and Nepali in the 
Eighth Schedule 

(e) Land Reform laws 

63. Which of the following is the name of the in¬ 
digenously-developed anti-tank missile? 

(af'Nag 

(b) Trishul 

(c) Akash 

(d) Prithvi 

(e) Arjun 

64. Which of the following best describes the term 
'Meteorolofn^'? 

(a) The study of growth and development of metro 


cities 

(b) The study of the crystalline structure of metals 
and alloys 

(c) The study of organic forms and structures 

(d) The scientific study of weights and measures 

science of atmosphere 

65. Ben Johnson, the well known athlete, belongs to 
which of t^following countries? 

(oJ'Xanada 

(b) S. Africa 

(c) Germany 

(d) U.S.A. 

(e) Cuba » 

^ 66. Which of the following Indian States does rtot lie on 
Indo-Nepal border? 

(a) Bihar 

(b) West Bengal 
(cpHimachal Pradesh 

(d) Uttar Pradesh 

(e) Sikkim 


• 67. The United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Dwelopment (UNCTAD) is located at which of the following 
places? 


(flj^aris 
(Iq Geneva 

(c) Vienna 

(d) Rome 

(e) Montreal 


4 68. 'Chilka lake' which was in the news recently, is lo¬ 
cated in which of the following States? 

(aj^rissa 

(b) Andhra Pradesh 

(c) Tamil Nadu 

(d) W. Bengal 

(e) None of these 


69. Indian Army's School of Artillery is located at which 
of the following places? 

(a) Madras 

(b) Pune 

(c) Bangalore 

(d) Belgaum 
(r^'’'DeolaIi 

/70. Which of the following Indian States does not lie on 
Indo-Bangta border? 

(a) Meghalaya 
(fiyjdanipur 

(c) Tripura 

(d) Assam 
(c) Mizoram 

j?!. Indian forces recently joined in U.N.'speaifekeeping ! 
operation in which of the following countries? 

(a) S. Africa 

(b) Maldives 

(c) Myanmar 
((^Somalia 

(e) None of these 

^72. Which of the following is the highest p^kln India? 

(a) Kanchenjunga 

(b) Nanga Parbat 

(c) Mt Everest 
(<0 NandaDevi 
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(•y^one of these 


73. The permanent secretariat of the SAARC has been 
set up at which of the following places? 

(d) Dhaka 
{b) Male 

(c) Islamabad 
(4^'l^thmandu 

. (e) None of these 

74. What is the minimum age to become Governor of a 
State? 

(a) 25 years 

(b) 30 years 
(^“^years 

(tf) None of these 
,75. Who invented Teiesctipe? 

(d) Marconi 
(f^alileo 

(c) Newton 

(d) None of these 

76. Name the two leading rubber manufacturing States 
in India: 

(a) Kerala & Maharashtra 

(b) Karnataka & Maharashtra 
(c^-1Cerala & Tamil Nadu 

None of these 


77. Ahjminium is mainly extracted from; 

^ Bauxite 

(b) Galena 

(c) Magnetite 

(cf) None of these 

78. Ajanta caves are in; 

' (a) Andhra Pradesh 

(b) Madhya Pradesh 
(p^^Maharashtra 
{d) None of these 

79. India's first indigenously-built spacecraft, Aryabhaita 
was launched into space with Russian assistance in: 

(a) 1973 

(b) 1974 
(C^'i975 

(d) 1976 

4o. The two parties to the Cauvery water dispute are: 

(a) Andhra Pradesh & Tamil Nadu 
{b) Kerala & Karnataka 
(cj^erala & Tamil Nadu 

Idf Karnataka & Tamil Nadu 
j81. Who was the first President of Indian National Con¬ 
gress? 

(d) A.O. Hume 
{b) Dadabhai Naoroji 

(c) Sj^ndra Nath Banerji 
{dyHs.C. Bonnerji 

SI. fV^ere was Napoleon sent in exile after the battle of 
Waterloo? 

(^St Helena 

(b) Corsica 

(c) Elba 
{d) Capri 

83. Queen Victoria was the ruler of Britain when: 

(d) Jgat India Company was established 
4Vmdia was brought under direct nde of the Crown 


(c) Communal representation was introduced in 
India 

(d) India was granted independence 

84. Muslim League first demanded partition erf India in: 

(d) 1906 

(b) i|16 
(«rl940 
(d) 1946 

85. In the year 1911 A.D.: 

(d) Mahatma Gandhi began Non-cooperation Move¬ 
ment 

(b^-^elhi was made capital of India 

(c) Revolt began at Meerut 

(d) Congress-League Pact was signed 

86. Which right is NOT included in the Fundamental 
Rights in the Constitution? 

(a) Right to Equality 

(b) Rj^t to Freedom 

to Work 

(d) Right against Exploitation 

87. Whait is the tenure of the members of Rajya Sabha? 
(df^wo years 

(b) Five years 

(c) Six years 

, (d) Nine years 

^8. Normal age of retirement of Supreme Court Judges 
is: 

(rt) .58 years 
(b) years 
(i^65 years 

(d) 70 years 

What can be the maximum membership of a State 
Legislature Assemby? 

(a) 400 

(b) 450 

(d) 550 

90. Union Ministers are responsible.to the: 

(a) President 

(b) Lok Sabha 
(cjEUjya Sabha 

! {df'oolh the Houses of Parliament 
81. Who was member of the Rajya Sabha when first 
appointed as the Prime Minister of India? 

(d) Lai Bahadur Shastri 
(it^'ifTdlra Gandhi 

(c) Morarji Desai 

(d) Charan Singh 

92. Where is the famous Buddhist Temple of 
Borobudur? 

(d) Sumatra 
(bj^Java 
Borneo 

(d) Philippines 

93. Prime Minister in the Maratha administration was 
called; 

(a) Amatya 

(b) Pandit Rao 
(^.-Peshwa 

(d) Mahamantri 

94. Who wrote "The li>fealth of Nations"? 


d. 
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(it) David Ricardo 

[b) Robert Owen 

(c) J^.''MilI 

! (t^^'Adam Smith 

.45. Whd wrote "Glimpses of World History"? 
^ Jawaharlal Nehru 
0») Subhash Chandra Bose 
(c) MaulanaAzad 
j (<^ Mahatma Gandhi 
96. Name the author of "Hind u View of Life": 
(fl) AshokSinghal 
(1>) Acharya Narendra Dev 
(c) C. Rajagopalachari 
{Si S. Radhakrishnan 
^7. Who wrote "As You Like It"? 

(a) G.B. Shaw 
(y/Shakespeare 


(c) T.S. Elliot 
(<0 Charles Dickens 

?8. Vwo wrote: "Letters from a Father to the Daughter"? 
{of Jawharlal Nehru 

(b) Sardar Patel 

(c) Babu Jagjiwan Ram 

(d) P.V. Narasimha Rao 

99. Which one of the following African countries was 
first to get independence? 

(a) Zimbabwe 
Ghana 

(g Nigeria 

(d) Congo 

100. What type of Ciovernment is formed in Myanmar? 

/ (<i) Monarchy 

(b) Dictatorship 

(c) pemocracy 
(l^Military Rule 

IQl. Who founded the Servants of India Society? 

(a) Annie Besant 
yO/Gopal Krishna Gokhale 

J.P. Narayan 

(d) Lala Lajpat Rai 

142. Founder of the Aligarh Movement was: 

^ (a) Hakim Ajmal Khan 

(b) Mohd Iqbal 

{cY Sir Syed Ahmed Khan 
(cf) Mohd Ali Jinnah 

Kfc. Which Sufi saint's dargah Is at Ajmer? 

■ {a) ^lim Chishti 
(ii^Muinuddin Chishti 

(c) Baba Farid 

; (<0 Hazrat Nizamuddin 
ifw. Where is the Kumbh Mela NOT held? 

^ {a) Nasik 

(b) Hardwar 

(c) Allahabad 
(H^'^athura 

105. The largest producer country of coffee is: 

(a) Australia 
(li)/'%razil 

(c) U.S.A. 

(d) India 

Which Mughal ruler was the most seculer in out- 


(a) Babar 

(b) Humayun 
.(pi^kbar 

(d) Aurangzeb 

107. The Netherland's currency is called: 

(a) Kroner 

(b) Dinar 

(c) Taka 
(^i/Guilder 

108. When is the World Population Day observed? 
(«)/july 11 

(b) May 31 

(c) Oct 4 

(d) December 10 

109. Which Right is NOT includc'd as a Fundamental 
Right in the Indian Constitution? 

(a) Wght to Freedom of speech and expression 
(Iji^ight to property 

(c) Right to freedom of religion 

(d) Right to equality 

110. Who constructed the Mahabalipuram temples? 

(a) Cholas 

(J^.^11 avas 

(c) Chandelas 

(d) Guptas 

111. The Konark Temple is dedicated to God: 

(a) Vishnu 

(b) Krishna 
(ti^Sun 

(d) Shiva 

112. Wliich game was originated in England ? 

(fl) Archeiy 

(h) ^seball 
(d/Cricket 
((/) Hockey 

113. The study of heavenly bodies is known a.s: 

(a) Astrokigy 

(b) Astronautics 
(ojl^stronomy 

(d) Astrophysics 

114. Geel Sethi is associated with: 

(a) Basketball 

(b) Snooker 

(c) Chess 
(<(Ju<Billiards 

115. Which Hindi film had its world premiere on Zee- 
T.V.? 

(a) Khalnayak 

(b) Meharban 

^p^'Thir Teri KahanJ Yaad Aai 

(d) Hum Hein Raahi Piyar Ke 

116. Ffrst Talkie film of India was: 

(g)rAlam Ara 

(b) Kismet 

(c) Kangan 

(d) Harishchander i 

117. Who played the role of Kasturba Gandhi in the film 
"Gandhi"? 


(fl) Nirupa Roy 
(id>'^ohini Hatangady 
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(c) Durga Khote 
{d) Kamini Kaushai 

118. Whose Saimdhi in Delhi is called Vijay Ghat? 

(a) lawaharlal Nehru 

Bahadur Shastri 

(c) Jagjiwan Ram 

(d) Rajiv Gandhi 

119. Which President of the United States was never 
elected either as President or Vice-President? 

(a) John Kennedy 

(b) ^chard Nixon 
(^■''Gerald Ford 

Jd) Jimmy Carter 

Jfio. In India, who certifies a bill to the Money Bill? 

(n) President 

(b) Prime Minister 

(c) jGhairman, Finance Commission 
{df Speaker of the Lok Sabha 

121. Darauni Thermal Power Station is situated in: 

(a) Assam 
Bihar 

(c) Himachal Prade.sh 

(d) Uttar Pradesh 

122. Prices generally go down during: 

{a) Inflation 

(l)^.J<ecession 
(c) both (a) & (b) 
id) Deficit Financing 

123. Economic Crisis of 1930s was originated in: 

(«Ku.s.a. 

(b) Soviet Union 

(c) France 
id) Brazil 

124. C.I.S. consists of the republics of former: 

(a) Yugoslavia 

ib) Indo-China 
(^^•^viet Union 
,id) Czechoslovakia 

XR. German attack on Poland was the immediate cause 
of: 

(a) Hrst World War 
Second World War 

(c) West Asian crisis 

(d) Cold War 

/26. Who is the largest serving Chief Minister in India? 

^ (a) Bhajan Lai 

(b) Hiteshwar Saikia 

(c) Chimanbhai Patel 

■ Basu 

/27. Which judge of the Supreme Court was unsuccess¬ 
fully sought to be impeached? 

(a) Justice H.R. Khanna 

(b) Justice A.N. Grover 

(c) Jidstice M. HidayatuHah 
idf Justice Ramaswami 

li^strial Revolution began in; 
tiij^ngland 
(i>) France 
(c) Germany 
id) Russia 

^9. When was the Co-operative StKieties Act first 


passed in India? 

(a) 1900 

,0rl?>O2 

(c) 1904 

(d) 1906 

/130. A Judge of the Supreme Court is removed by the 
President when he receives: 

(a) a resolution passed by the Bar Association of the 
court 

(b) a resolution adopted by all other judges of the 
court 

(c) a resolution passed by half of the State legisla¬ 
tures 

resolution adopted by both the Houses of Par¬ 
liament 

/131. Which State prodiKes maximum quantity of rice? 

(а) Assam 

(li) Madhya Pradesh 
(c) Tamil Nadu 
id)" West Bengal 

^32. When was India's Third Five-Year Plan started? 

(OL April 1,1961 

(б) April 1,1964 

(c) April 1,1966 

(d) April 1,1970 

133. Which sector of eamomy did the first Five-Year 
Plan emphasijje? 

(aj^^griculture 
ib) Industry 
(c) Education 
id) Transport 

134. Acawding to the Census of 1991 India's population 
was: 

(a) 81.62 crore 
(1?) 82.84 crore 
(c) §3.23 crore 
(i^84.39 crore 

135. What, according to 1991 Ceiuius, was death rate in 
India? 

(a) 9.8 per 1000 per year 
per 1000 per year 

(c) 11.8 per 1000 per year 

(d) 12.8 per 1000 per year 

136. What is the total area under forests in India? 

(a) 500 lakh hectares 

(b) 580 lakh hectares 

(c) 670 lakh hectares 
idyvOO lakh hectares 

137. Who is the Chairman of the Planning Commission? 

Prime Minister 
ib) Finance Minister 

(c) Planning Minister 

(d) Secretary, Ministry of Finance 

138. Who is the highest law officer of a State? 

(fl) Attorney-Gmeral 
■^f^^dvocate-General 

(c) Solicitor-General 

id) Secretary-General, Law Department 

139. Who is a Returning Offfeer? 

(a) an officer who returns the unaccepted applica¬ 
tions for allotment of land 
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(fc) an officer who is sent back to his parent depart- 
mept 

(c) ^'officer who is head of the State Assembly 
/Secretariat 

an officer who is responsible for conduct of elec¬ 
tion in a constituency and declares result 

140. Chief Minister of a State is responsible to the: 
(^KGovemor 

(l>) Legislative Assembly 

(c) Prime Minister 
(rf) Rajya Sabha 

141. What is the age of retirement of judges of the State 
High Court? 

(n) 58 years 

(b) AO years 
(c/62 years 

(d) 65 years 

142. What is the position of a "Minister of State" in the 
Central Ckwernment? 

(a) He is the nominee of State Government 

(b) I le is the nominee of State Cabinet 

(ci^+Ie l<x)ks after the interests of State Government 
He is a Minister of Central Government but not a 
member of the Cabinet 


143. Normally, on whose advice the President's Rule is 
imposed i^ State? 

(«1 Governor 

(b) Chief Minister 

(c) State Legislative Assembly 

(d) State High Court 

144. Which High Cou rt has jurisdiction over the State of 
Goa? 


(a) ^dhra Pradesh 
(fc)/Bombay 

(c) Kerala 

(d) Karnataka 

145. Which U.S. President was defeated while seeking 
re-election? 

(a) John F. Kennedy 

(b) Richard Nixon 
(cj^onald Reagan 
W George Bush 

146. "Gtxigly" is associated with: 

(fl^asketball 

(J^ Cricket 

(c) Football 

(d) Hockey 

147. Dhyan Chand was associated with: 

(a) Cricket 

(b) jChess 
Hockey 

(d) Badminton 

148. Who built the Red Fort? 

(a) Akbar 

(i>fShahjahan 

(c) Aurangzeb 

(d) Bahadurshah Zafar 

149. Kathakaii is the dance-drama of: 

(<i)/Andhra Pradesh 

(Ilf Kerala 

(c) Karnataka 


(d) Tamil Nadu 

150. Which day of the year is observed as World Food 
Day? 

(a) September 16 

(b) N^ember 16 
((^''October 16 
(d) August 16 

151. Which day of the year is observed as the World 
Standards 

(a^October 14 

(b) November 14 

(c) September 14 

(d) August 14 * 

152. Prime Minister's Rozgar Yojna (PMRY) was 
launched in 1993 on: 

(a) ^ptember2 
(6f Detober 2 

(c) November 2 

(d) December 2 

153. Each Nobel Prize awarded in 1993 is worth; 

(a) $^00,000 
(ij^ 825,000 

(c) $725,000 

(d) $925,000 

154. M^Toni Morrison, winner of the 1993 Nobel Prize 
for Literature has been cited for: 

(of writing prose with "The Luster of Poetry" 

(b) writing poetry 

(c) writing novels 

(d) writing short stories 

155. Nelson Mandela, the African National Congress 
President, is co-sharer of the Nobel Peace Prize, 1993, with; 

(a) Ml Clinton, President of USA 
(byfVJ de Klerk, President of South Africa 

(c) Yitzhak Robin, President of Israel 

(d) Yasser Arafat, Chairman of PLO 

156. "Bread for the World" Institute which focuses on 
problems of poverty and hunger in the world, is based in: 

(a) New York 

(b) Geneva 
(eyWashington 
(d) London 

157. Tl)e CHOCJM (Commonwealth Heads of Govern¬ 
ment Mee^g) was held in Oct '93 at: 

{of Limassol (Cyprus) 

(6) Ixmdon(U.K.) 

(c) Islamabad (Pakistan) 

(d) New Delhi (India) 

158. Bakreswar thermal project for which the Japans • 
Government has committed around Rs 800 crore in loans is ; 


(c) Bihar 

(d) U.P. 

159. Surojeet Chatterji is associated with; 

(a) Sitar 

(b) ySantoor 
(^ Piano 
(d) Flute 

160. Ms Kalanidhi Narayanan is associated with: 


(a) prissa 
(W^West E 
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•^flf^haratnatyam 
{b) Odissi 
(c) Kathak 
id) Kathakati 

161. Hazratbal m(«que is situated in; 

(a) Mecca 
lb) Medina 
(c) ^mer 
(^^inagar 

162. Tlje Secretary General of the Commonwealth is: 
(fffbmeka Anyaoku 

(b) John Major 

(c) Glafcos Clerides 

(d) Robert Mugabe 

163. Glafros Clerides is President of: 
idf Cyprus 

(fc) Zimbabwe 

(c) Malaysia 

(d) Jamaica 

164. Who represented India in the 29th Commonwealth 
Summit held in Cyprus in Oct '93? 

(а) P.y. Narasimha Rao 

(б) ^anmohan Singh 

(c) Arjun Singh 

(d) Dinesh Singh 

_ ANSWERS _ 

I. (c) 2. (d) 

3. (rt) GMRT is being set up at Khodnd village, about 85 

km from Pune. It will be.the largest metrewavc 
fticility which among other things, would be 
used to look for traces of primordial clouds of 
hydrogen which were believed by many 
astronomers as the seeds from which the large 
scale structures, galaxies, clusters of galaxies and 
super-clusters of galaxies formed. 

4. (b) The Rs one-lakh award was instituted in 1991 by 

the K.K. Birla Foundation with the objective of 
according recognition to high calibre scientific 
research undertaken by Indian scientists below 
the age of 50, living and working in India. 

5. (a) 6. (c) 7. (a) 

8. (c) The song has been taken from his novel "Anand 

Math". 

9. (c) 10. (a) 

11. (b) He is at present Director of the Inter-University 

Centre for Astronomy and Astrophysics, Pune. 

12. (c) The G-7 members are: U.S.A., U.K., France, 

Canada, Italy, Germany and Japan. 

13. (a) 14. (c) 

15. (b) The "Hunger Project" survey estimated 1.5 lakh 

families suffering from hunger in Rajasthan. 

16. (b) 17. (c) 

18. (b) The festival owes its origin in 1893. 

19. (d) 20. (c) 21. (c) 

22. (c) 23. (b) 

24. (c) Bubka is holder of as many as 34 world records. 
He won the pole vault title at ITC athletic meet 
held in New Delhi on Sept 14,1993, clearing 5.60 
metres. 
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25. (a) 

26. (a) Chakma refugees are now sheltered in six 

evacuee camps in South Tripura. 

27. (b) 28. (a) 29. (a) 

30. (b) She is Bangladeshi writer who in her latest novel 

Lajja, has taken u{> the cause of women and the 
minority community in her country quite boldly, 
incurring the wrath of the mullahs. 

31. (a) 'fhe project has since been dropped. 

32. (d) Amnd Bazar Patrika is Bengali daily from Calcut¬ 

ta, with a circulation of 446,767 copies. Malauala 
Manorama from Kerala got the pride of place 
among the multi-edition dailies with a combined 
circulation of 679,485. 

33. (d) 34. (a) 

35. (c) Teachers' Day is celebrated on Sept 5, Internation¬ 

al Literacy Day on Sept 8, and National Integra¬ 
tion Day on Oct 4. 

36. (b) Only Football (men). Hockey (men). Shooting 

(men and women). Weightlifting (men and 
women), and Yachting events were held in Bom¬ 
bay. 

37. {b) The AIADMK candidate, Mr P. Kumaraswamy, 

secured a winning lead of over 44,500 votes over 
his nearest DMK rival, Mrs Subalakshmi 
Jagadeesan. 

38. (6) 39. (a) 

40. (a) She is a Hindi journalist of "Navbharat Times". 

41. {b) 

42. (a) He is Chairman of tiie National Dairy Develop¬ 

ment Board. 

43. (a) She is the winner of the 1993 Nobel Literature 

Prize. 

44. (c) * 

45. (i>) It's Rs 20 more than the last year. An increase of 

six to seven per cent has been made over the 
minimum support prices for the last rabi crops. It 
is Rs 275 per quintal for barley, Rs 640 for gram, 
Rs 810 for mustard and rapeseed, Rs 7&> for 
sunflower. 

46. (c) The target for wheat is 58.50 million tonnes, for 

barley 1.75 million tonnes, for gram 6.2 million 
tonnes, mustard 5.70 million tonnes and for 
sunflower 0.40 million tonnes. 

47. (c) Mr Girija Prasad Koirala. 

48. (a) 49. {b) 50. (a) 51. (c) 

52, (1>) 53.-(fl) 54-. (i>) 

55. (<0 Dr Rongpi is leader of the Karbis demanding 

more autonomy. 

56. (b) 57. (c) 

58. (f) Hiroshima is the first non-capital city where 12th 

Asian Games are to be held in Cktober 1994. 
Hiroshima signifies just one thing—^the blinding, 
searing flash as the first atomic beam exploded over¬ 
head cm August 6,1945, killing 1,40,000 people and 
hurling a thunderstruck world into the nuclear age. 

59. (c) He captained the Bangkok (Thailand) team which 

defeated Calcutta's Mohun Bagan Club by a 


solitary goal to lift the 41st Lok^riya Bordoloi 
Trophy at the Nehru Stadium in Guwahati. 

60. (a) 61. (b) 62. (b) 63. («) 

64. (r) 65. (fl) 66. (c) 67. (6) 

68. (a) 69. (e) 70. (b) 71. (d) 

72. ((’) The highest mountain peak in India is Godwin ^ 

Austen (Karakoram range—8,611 metres). Tlie . 
highest peak in the world is Mt Everest (8,848 | 
metres) which is in Nepal. 

Kanchenjunga (8^79 metres) in Himalayas is in , 
Nepal/India. I 

73. (d) 74. (f) 75. (b) 76. <c) 

77. (fl) 78. (c) 79. (c) 80. (d) : 

81. (d) 82. (fl) 83. (b) ' 

84. (c) The Oxford History of India by Vincent Smith, page . 

799. ' j 

85. {b) The Oxford History of India, page 766. 

86. (c) 87. (fl) 88. (c) 89. (c) 

90. (d) 91. (b) , 

92. (b) in Central java, Indonesia. It's a massive Bud- i 

dhist monument constructed between AD 778 I 
and 850 under the Sailendra dynasty. 

(Britannica, 1991, Vol. 2, page 391) 

93. (c) The Oxford History of India by V. Smith, page 493. 


94. (d) 

95. (fl) 

96. (d) 

97. (b) 

98. (fl) 

99. (b) 

100. (d) 

101. (h) 

102. (c) 

103. (b) 

104. (d) 

105. (b) 

106. (c) 

107. (d) 

108. (fl) 

109. (b) 

110. (b) 

111. (f) 

112. (c) 

113. (c) 

114. (d) 

115. (f) 

116. (fl) 

117. (b) 

118. (b) 





119. (c) Britannica, 1991, Vol. 4, page 876. 

120. (d) Introduction to the Constitution of India by Durga 

Das Basil, page 206. 

121. (b) 122. (b) 123. (a) 124. (c) 

125. (b) 126. (d) 127. (d) 128. (a) 

129. (b) History of India by G.C. Mahaian, page 381. 

130. (d) 131. (d) 132. (a) 

133. (a) India'92, page 347. 

134. (d) 135. {b) 

136. (d) 752.3 lakh hectare, India '92, page 189. 

137. (fl) 

138. (6) Introduction to the Constitution of India by D.D. 

Basu, page 227. 

139. (d) 140. (fl) 141. (c) 

142. (d) Introduction to the Constitution of India by D.D. 

Basu, page 181. 

143. (fl) 

144. (b) India 1992, page 730. 


145. (d) 

146. (b) 

147. 

(c) 

148. (6) 

149. (b) 

150. (c) 

151. 

(«) 

152. (b) 

153. (b) 

154. (fl) 

155. 

(b) 

156. (c) 

157. (fl) 

158. (b) 

159. 

(c) 

160. (fl) 

161. (d) 

162. (fl) 



% 


163. (fl) He assumed chairmanship of the Commonwealth 

in Oct '93. 

164. (b) . 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


ENGLISH LANGUAGE 


* Read the following passage care¬ 
fully And answer the questions 
given below it. Certain 
words/phrases are underlined to 
help you to locate them while 
answering some of the questions. 

As soon as he arrived in the 
vicinity of the tea shop, the 
youngsters sitting in the shop would 
bestir themselves in the expectation 
of the ensuing fun and teasing 
remarks would hover In the air 
Chula mu Chacha would flare up . He 
would call someone bastard, would 
send another to hell; he would send 
someone’s father to the funeral pyre 
and someone else's mother to no one 
knew where. Cir adually the intensity 
of the shcKk faded away and Chacha 
got inured to the jest. When people 
teased him, he would abuse them 
and move on. By now he had beccu'ne 
quite old. He walked with a sltwp 
and all his front tooth had come ofh 
His patients never paid up leading to 
the stoppage of his medical practice 
and the pension papers could not be 
got ready yet. The household articles 
got older and older still. Chacha's life 
liad no other charm except the teas¬ 
ing of the people in over-inventive 
ways and his equally forceful and 
lively riposte , ft had become almost a 
routine affair. As .soon as he came on 
the road, his black coat and dirty 
pyjama on, and vainly trying to 
straighten his bent waist, the 
youngsters of the 'mohalla' would 
start teasing him. The people of the 
'mohalla' busy in their household 
chores would immediately guess that 
Chacha had .set out on his daily odys¬ 
sey on the road. 

1. What made the youngsters 
so excited? 

(a) old man's sudden ap¬ 
pearance 

{h) fikely exchange of fun and 
curses 

fc) old man's ugly face 

(a) none of these 

2. How did Qiacha react to the 


teasing remarks? 

(a) by tearing off his clothes 
w) by cursing himself 

(c) by abusing them 

(a) by retiring from the scene 

3. What was ultimate result of 
jokes? 

{a) he got used to them 
wS he lost his peace of mind 
(f) his medical practice suf¬ 
fered 

(d) his pension papers were 
not ready yet 

4. What was the charm of his life? 

(a) sticking to household ar¬ 
ticles 

(b) constant cursing by 
youngsters 


(r) teasing of the people 
(rt) his RMdy wit 

5. Where did the encounter 
take place? 

<a) in the tea-stall 

(b) in the doctor's dispensary 
(( ) near the bu.s-.stop 

(a) on the road 

6. What made the people to 
have fun at his co.sl? 

tfl) his old dress 
w) deformities of his age 
(cj his strange looks 
(rf) his whimsical behaviour 

7. 1 lis status in lite was that of a: 
(a) pensioner 

lb) widower 
(cj bachelor 
((/) social worker 

8. Ordinarily what kept the 
people busy? 

(a) cheap gossips 
lb) over-inventive jokes 
lc\ house-hold jobs 
(«) irritating the old man 
* Choose the word which is most 
nearly the SAME in the meaning as 
the word/phrase underlined in the 
passage: 

9. flare up 

(a) ggt nervous 
fw-oiKome angry 
(cj walk slowly 
(a) become arrogant 

10. stoop 
(a) humility 
Ibj submission 

(c) gravity 


11. riposte 
(a) revenge 
(bl^fusal 
IrT retort 

(a) resignation 

12. odyssey 

faff" wandering (b) mission 
(r) aim (a) taiget 

* Choose the word which is most 
OPPOSITE in meaning of the 
word/phrase underlined in the pas¬ 
sage. 

13. gradually 
(a) hastily 
lb) suddenly 

(cj thoughtlessly 
(a) angrily 

14. vicinity 

i a) distance 
b) relationship 
cj height 
d) leng^ 

15. faded away 

S begun (b) born 

txcurred (d) appeared 

* In the following sentences, you 
are to fill in the blanks with the most 
suitable word. Four alternatives are 
suggested for each blank; 

16. I n view of the tense situation, 
security measures have been 

beefed_. 

(a) off (b) up 

(c) with (a) in 

17. The striking transport 

operators have decided to_their 

agitation. 

(a) intensify (b) aggravate 

(c) worsen (d) prolong 

18. There is a_^possibility of 

an understanding between India and 
the U.S. on the nuclear issue. 

(a) sound (b) high 

(c) clear (a) distinct 

19. The memkeys are aggressive 

and may_those who try to resist. 

(a) kill (b) harass 

(cj hit ' (a) imitate 

20. People were driving to the 

next_^for their shopping. 

fa) town (b) country 

(c) valley W fau" 

21. Those who have_the 

transition from town to country have 
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few regrets. 

(a) tried (b) arranged 

(c) planned (a) managed 

22. We offered a _of incen¬ 

tives to attract a new baker. 

(a) assurance {b) package 
(c) gift (a) bundle 

23. The good_is we have a 

number of clear success stories. 

(a) news 

(b) advice 

(c) information 
(a) message 

24. Reforming a drug addict and 

preventing a relapse is_difficult. 

(a) acutely lb) highly 
(c) extremely (d) sadly 

25. _is the sign of life, and it 

must be there. 

(a) difference (b) choice 
(c) variation (a) failure 
* Read the following sentences 
carefully and find out which part of 
a sentence has an error. If you find 
no error in a sentence, the answer is 
(5). 

26. When 1 look at those letters 
now (1) I can hardly believe (2) the 
kind of affection (3) that have come 
my way (4). No error (5). 

27. If on doing so (1) the critic 
arrives at (2) embarrassingly adverse 
conclusions (3) he does not shy at 
declaring them (4). No error (5). 

28. The tried travellers were 
bundled off (1) to the nearby cop- 
house (2) till any one could come (3) 
and vouch for their credentials (4). 
No error (5). 

29. The beauty of her autobiog¬ 
raphy (1) lies in coming (2) to terms 
with life (3) facing its many challen¬ 
ges through a rare courage (4). No 
error (5). 

30. Had she not gone (1) on writ¬ 
ing the truth (2) which she saw it (3) 
these changes might have taken 
longer (4). fslo error (5). 

31. And though one (1) did not 
quite believe (2) his claim, one .saw no 
harm (3) in granting him permission 
(4). No error (5). 

32. After having proved that (1) 
something like this is possible (2) I 
want others to work at it (3) and 
develop their own success formulae 
(4). No error (5). 

33. Trends in the recent past (1) 
suggests that world trade conditions 
(2) have exercised a noticeable in¬ 
fluence (3) on India's trade (4). No 
error (5). 


34. We, as a nation (1) must face 
up (2) the hard and painful reality (3) 
of the decline of our national libraries 
(4). No error (5). 

35. What is required (1) is ,i sys¬ 
tem which gives (2) so much weight 
to a person's potential (3) as it does to 
his memory (4). No error (5). 

* In the following passage some 
spaces have been left blank. You are 
required to fill them up by choosing the 
most appropriate word from the four 
choices ^ven for each blank space. 

While it may lack 36 and infor¬ 
mality, the AIR commentary is per¬ 
haps the most ^ going. 1 have rarely 
heard a colleague being openly 38 
and while an Indian point of view 
may be it is rarely to the total 
exclusion of any other 40. C ricket 
commentary can be a lot of fun and 41 
to wha t a lot of people 42 there is very 
little I have alwaysfelt that if you 
have a big W heart to say you were 
wrong, there ^ be few problems. 

36. (rJ) intere.st 
(hi intensity 
iej keenness 
la) colour 

37. (a) objective 

(b) dull 

(cj subjective 

(d) partial 

38. (rt) partisan 

i b) ridiculous 
c) actual 
u) funny 
a) found 
(b) supported 

(c) favoured 
(dj held 

40. (a) faithfully 

i bj actually 
cj friendly 
d) bravely 
a) contrast 

! b) contrary 
c) opposite 
d) rigidly 
a) think 
lb) conceive 
(cl declare 
(a) believe 
43. {a) suffering 

! b\ sorrow 
cj tension 
dl friction 
a) though 

I hi enough 
cj even 
d) ever 
a) shall 
(hi will 
(cj may 


(d) can 

* Read tilre following sentences care¬ 
fully and select the most appropriate 
meaning of the phrase/idiom under¬ 
lined in each sentence. 

46. He preferred to save his 
bacon when the situation became hot 
for the plotters. 

la) to escape 
(hi to participate 
(cj to deny 
(a) to pretend 

47. In almost eve^ party, my 
friend tries to rule the roost. 

i a) to remain aloof 
hi to domineer/dominate 
cj to become popular, 
d) to make friends 

48. If your bad habits become 
known, you will get hauled over the 
coals. 

(a) to ignore a person 
(hi to harm a person 
(cj to censure a person 
(a) to dismiss a person 

49. The sworn enemies have 
decided to bury the hatchet . 

(fll to become partners 
(b) to make peace 
(cj to avoid (each other) 

(d) to help (each other) 

50. Flattery .seems to have 
turned his head. 

(a) made insane 
(h) rendered arrogant 
(cj turned extravagant 
(d) confused 


ANSWERS 


1. 

(b) 

2. (cj 

3. («j 

4. 

(c) 

5. (d) 

6. (d) 

7. 

(«) 

8. (c) 

9. (h) 

10. 

(d) 

11. (c) 

12. (a) 

13. 

(h) 

14. (a) 

15. (d) 

16. 

(b) 

17. (a) 

18. (d) 

19. 

W 

20. (a) 

21. (d) 

22. 

25. 

(b) 

(c) 

23. (a) 

24. (c) 


26. (4) 'that has come my way' 

27. (1)'If in doing so' 

28. (3) 'till someone could come' 

29. (4) 'with a rare courage' 

30. (3) 'as she saw it' 

31. (5) No error 

32. (1) 'having proved that' 

33. (2) 'suggest that' 

34. (2) 'must face up to' 

35. (3)'as much weight' 

36. (d) 37. (fl) 38. (a) 

39. (c) 40. (h)* 41. (h) 

42. (d) 43. (c) 44. (h) 

45. (d) 46. (a) 47. (h) 

48. (c) 49. (h) 50. (d) 
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Improve Your Word Power 


1. adage: (a) proverb {b) order (c) request {d) 
mystery. 

2. barge: (a) shout (b) restrain (c) enter (d) interpret. 

3. cognoscente: (a) preacher (b) critic (c) teacher (d) 
speculator. 

4. divvy: (a) foolish (fc) selfless (c) pioneer (d) fol¬ 
lower. 

5. evince: (a) hide (b) forget (c) show (d) forgive. 

6. founder (v); (<j) fail {b) climb (c) slop (d) declare. 

7. gaby: (a) honest {b) cunning (c) inncKent (d) 
simpleton. 

8. haywire: (a) crazy (b) faithful (c) confused (d) 
humble. 

9. immunity: (/?) destruction (b) creation (r) exemp¬ 
tion (d) inclusion. 

10. kibitzers; («) plotter (b) traitor (c) insurgent (d) 
medler. 

11. largesse: (<i) sacrifice (b) gift (c) greed (d) pleasure. 

12. nemesis: {a) punishment {b) reward (c) adven¬ 
ture (d) vick)r)'. 

13. popinjay: (a) ru.stic {h) ignorant (c) gentle (d) 
dandy. 

14. quash: {<?) reject (ft) adopt (c) submit (d) admit. 

15. ribald: (a) refined {h) attractive (c) indifferent (d) 
vulgar. 

16. slot: {(») confession (b) position (c) recession (d) 
aggression. 

17. tautology: («) contradiction (6) expulsion (c) 
repetition (d) addiction. 

18. unfrock: {a) open (b) disclose (c) conceal (d) dis¬ 
miss. 

19. vouch: (a) spoil (1>) guarantee (c) surrender (d) 
volunteer. 

20. wrest: (a) snatch (f?) offer (c) donate (d) condone. 


ANSWERS 


1. adage: (a) proverb, saying. 

—The old adage that 'honesty is the best policy' still 
inspires a large number of people. 

2. barge: (c) enter, rush, interrupt. 

—1 tried to stop him coming through the door but he 
just barged (his way) in. 

3. cognoscente: (b) critic, connoisseur. 

—A handful of professional public speakers and 
debaters apart, few among today's literary cognoscenti 
(plural) sweer by Oscar Wilde. 

4. divvy: (a) foolish. 

—By his indiscreet behaviour he proved himself utter¬ 
ly diwy (fellow). 

5. evince: (c) show, display. 

—Despite his pompous style and gestures, the 


audience failed to evince any interest in his lecture. 

6. founder (v): (a) fail, sink, break down. 

—Many socially relevant schemes foundered as a result 
of lack of requisite funds. 

7. gaby: (d) simpleton. 

—In the company of smart and crafty fellows, a gaby 
finds himself out of place. 

8. haywire: (c) confused, disorganised. 

—In an atmosphere of political instability social wel¬ 
fare programmes go completely haywire. 

9. immunity: (c) exemption, freedom, privilege. 

—The judges enjoy special immunity of being 

criticised for their judicial decisions/judgements. 

10. kibitzers: (d) medler, busy body. 

—A new breed of vicious, sadistic and disnmtive kib¬ 
itzers are spoiling the institution of Speakers' Corner in 
Hyde Park. 

11. largesse: (b) gift, money. 

—In the past 'loan melas' were arranged to distribute 
largcs-se among people without security or guarantee. 

12. nemesis: (fl) punishment. 

—The villains, both in literature and in real life, get 
their nemesis in the long run. 

13. popinjay: (d) dandy, fop. 

—In youth, it is both tempting and exciting to live/act 
like a popinjay. 

14. quash: (a) reject, crush. 

—The judgement of the lower court was partially 
quashed by the High Court. 

15. ribald: (d) low, vulgar. 

—The audience felt offended over the silly use of ribald 
humour by the Speaker. 

16. slot: (b) position, place. 

—Producers are vying with one another to 
get/procure suitable time-slot on the TV. (National Chan¬ 
nel) for their serials. 

17. tautology: (c) repetition, reiteration, redundance. 

—Government's assurances in the House on electoral 

reforms have proved a mere fawto/qgy of earlier statements. 

18. unfrock: (d) dismiss, oust. 

—The priest found guilty of bad conduct, was unfrock¬ 
ed from the priesthood. 

19. vouch: (b) guarantee, certify, confirm. 

—The minister may be wanting in many other areas 
but even his staunch critics vouch for his honesty. 

20. wrest: (a) snatch, grab. 

—The tendency to rarest what belongs to others, is 
playing havoc with our social ethos/relations. 
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GENERAL INTELUGENCE 


TEST OF REASONING—' 


Find out the missing number 


1. 2;5;10; I7;...;37. 



(a) 21 (b) 24 

(c) 28 

fCc) 26 

(d) 27 

2. .3; 3; 6; 10; 11;... 



(a) 14 (if) 29 
('■) 30 

O') 16 

00 24 

3. 5; 4; 9;...; 22; 35; 57. 
(a) 18 (h) 8 

(c) 13 

(0 14 

(d) 17 

4. 7; ft; 14; 12; 21;...: 28. 



(a) 24 (b) 23 

O’) 16 

(c) 18 

(d) 19 

5. 11; 21; 10; 16; ft;...; l‘>. 


(a) 2.5 (/>) 11 

O’) 14 

0) 17 

00 22 

6. 1.3; 27; 40;...; 63; 7.3. 
00 50 (ft) 61 

O’) 48 

(c) 45 

(d) 52 

7. 9;...; 16; 49; 23; 36. 



(a) 36 (ft) 4 

O’) 21 

O') l» 

(d) 64 

8. 51; 15; 63; 36; 71;... 



(a) 45 (ft) 17 

O’) 1^1 

(f) 47 

00 31 

Find the odd-man out: 



9. (a) 121 

(ft) 225 

(c) 16 

(d) 24 

O’) 1 


10. (a) 323 

(ft) 575 

(f) 919 

(d) 131 

(<•) 234 


11. (a) 728 

(ft) 438 

(c) 500 

(d) .332 

(p) 204 


12. (a) 19 

(ft) 23 

(c) 37 

(d) 7 

(c) 21 



16. («) FHGE (b) I.NMK (c) STUK 

(d) ZBAY (t') DI-EC 

In words that follow the lead-word, one is different 
from the others. Your task is to spot this stranger: 


17. 

SHRINAGAR 




(a) shrine(ft) rain 

(t’) 

range 


(d) trash 

(c) shirt 


18. 

CHANDIGARH 




(a) hand 

(ft) can 

(0 dig 


00 raid 

O’) chair 


19. 

BIKANER 




(a) near 

(ft) brake 



(c) banner 

(d) banker 

(c) brain 

20 

CALCUTTA 




(a) cult 

(ft) call 

0) talcum 


00 clan 

O’) talk 



Words in the questions given below are followed by 
codes, each code representing one letter from the word. 
Find out the right code for letters enclosed in box: 


21. W A 

'_1 

f- 



00 y 

(c) e 

22. S [_tJ 

(ft) b 

RAW 

(f) p 

00 k 

(a) d 

O’) y 

23. G R 

(ft) k 

A 1 [ N| 

(«') R 

00 b 

00 k 
(c) d 
24. T H 

(ft) in 

OJI M B 

0) u 

00 X 

(«) P 

O’) z 
25.[G']R 

00 y 

o U P 

(0 j 

(d) q 

(«y z 

(c) m 

(ft) t 

(c) d 

(d) w 


In the following group of letters, four are alike and 
one is different. Find out the one that does not belong: 


t.'l. (a) BUG 
(d) JLP 


(b) PRU (c) XZC 

W EG] 


14. (a) RVT 
(d) c:cE 


(b) JNL (c) FKH 

(e) YCA 


15. (a) DIGF 
(d) FKIM 


(b) QWTS (c) KPNM 
(e) NSQP 


26. B 1^ 1 L S 

(a) j (b) X (c) g (d) { 

{*’) t 

27. If the code for 'ALLOWANCE' is 
'ZMKPVBMDD', the word 'DEARN^' would be coded 
as; 

(a) CFBSODTR (b) EDZQMFRT 

(c) CDZTMFTR (d) CFZSMFRT 

(e) CFZSODRT 
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I 

I 



i 

I 


! 

i 


I 

I 

i 



(a) 11 (b) 14 (c) 24 (rf) 21 

(e) None of these 

29. How many straight lines are needed to draw the 
figure? 


(a) 9 (b) 11 

(c) 12 (d) 14 

(e) None of these 



Find the odd-man out: 



30. (<i) surgeon 

(b) neurologist 


(c) pathologist 

(d) philologist 

(e) oculist 

31. (a) orange 

(b) banana 

(c) malta 

(d) lemon 

(c) grape-fruit 


32. (a) beta 

(b) lamda 

(c) delta 

(d) pi 

(c) data 


33. (a) grunt 

(b) bray 

(c) neigh 

(d) sniff 

(e) mew 


34. (a) Varanasi 

(b) 'Madiura 


(c) Allahabad 

(d) Rishikesh 


(e) Kanpur 



35. (a) wheat 

(b) millet 

(c) maize 

(d) rice 

(c) jute 


36. (a) bus 

(b) .scooter 

(c) bicycle 

(d) car 

(e) train 


37. (a) eye 

(b) nose 

(c) ear 

(d) hand 

(e) leg 



38. to 45. The two items given in each of the follow¬ 
ing questions have a definite relationship. Hck mark the 
choice with similar relationship: 

38. camel : cattle 

(a) rose : garland (b) shoe : leather 
(c) tea : beverage (d) horae : race-course 

39. sea : ocean 

(fl) river : sea (b) capital : State 

(c) current ; sea (d) hill : mountain 

40. humble : rude 

(a) faidiful : cheat 

(b) pressure : temperature 

(c) jump : dive 

(d) drown : sink 

41. intertia : motion 

(a) cloud ; rain 

(b) hunger : food 

(c) speed : accelerator 


(d) gravity : attraction 

42. music : ear 

(a) tears : eyes 

(b) chillies : tongue 

(c) smell ; fragrance 

(d) food : stomach 

43. cuckoo : crow 

(a) rise : set (b) cow : milk 

(r) lotus : lily (d) snake : cobra 

44. morning : dawn 

(a) noon : night (b) May : April 
(c) time : space (d) court : judgement 

45. ice : cold 

(fl) tea ; heat (b) cyanide : poison 

(c) energy : life (d) scale ; measurement 

Hck-mark the right choice; 

46. hiss: hoot: trumpet 

(a) They are sounds made by war-instruments. 

(b) The terms are used in connection with under¬ 
world activities. 

(c) They are sounds made by certain creatures. 

(d) They are joyous cries of children. 

47. flea : bug : cricket 

(a) They are germs of certain diseases. 

(b) They are different type of sports. 

(c) They are insects. 

(d) Their bite is poi.sonous. 

48. rudder: wing: cockpit. 

(a) They are parts of an aeroplane. 

(b) They are parts of birds. 

(c) They are .scientific instruments. 

(d) They are sections of army. 

49. Abhi Bhattacharya: Utpal Dutt; Satyajit Ray 

(a) They are character actors. 

(b) They are directors of Bengali movies. 

(c) They are famous actors who were awarded 
Padma Shri. 

(d) All these late silver screen personalities 
belonged to Bengal. 

50. naive: ingenue: guileless 

(a) the terms are used for criminals. 

(b) They depict various shades of innocence. 

(c) The terms are connected with bad society 
manners. 

(d) They are technical words used by social- 
workers in backward areas. 

An office purchased some bulbs, tube-Hg^bts and 
ceiling fans. The total number of items purchased is 38. 
There are two fans more ttian bulbs attd four tube-lights 
more than fans. The cost of one bulb, one tube-light and 
one fan combined is Rs 612 and the total amount spent 
is Rs, 7800. The cost of each tube-light is ten times tfie 
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cost of a bulb and each fan costs four times as compared 
to the cost of a tube-light. 

51. The number of bulbs purchased is: 

(fl) 10 (b) 7 (c) 9 (d) 12 

(c) None of these 

52. The difference of a mount spent on tube-lights and 
bulbs is: 

(a) Rsl750 ih) I<sl600 

(c) Rsl650 (d) RslSOO 

(f*) None of these 

53. to 56. Four officers Kailash, Lalit, Ratan and 
Anand were sent to four different major cities of the 
world by their department. Their wives accompanied 
them. Read the information given below and answer the 
questions that follow: 

Lalit did not go to Paris. 

Kailash is not Urvashi or Gopi's husband and none 
went to Paris. 

Neelu is not Lalit or Anand's wife and none of them 
went to Tokyo. 

Ratan is not Meera or Urvashi's husband and none 
went to Vienna. 

Meera is not Kailash's wife and neither of them went 
to Tokyo. 

Neelu and Meera did not go to New York. 

53. Who is Kailash's wife and where did they go? 

(a) Meera : Tokyo (h) Neelu : Vienna 
(c) Meera : Vienna (d) Neelu : Tokyo 


(e) None of these 

54. Who is Ratan's wife and where did they go? 

(fl) Gopi: Tokyo (b) Neelu : Paris 

(c) Neelu : Tokyo (d) Gopi: Paris 

(e) None of these 

55. Who is Meera's husband and where did they go? 
(a) Anand : Tokyo (b) Kailash: Vienna 

(c) Kailash : Paris (d) Anand : Paris 
(fc*) None of these 

56. Who went to New York? 

(a) Ixilit: Urvashi (b) *Ratan : Gopi 

(c) Anand: Urvashi (d) Lalit: Gopi 

(e) None of these 


57. to 60. Four professors Rajesh, Jag Mohan, Lax- 
man and Shiv teach Botany, Hindi, Maths and English. 
Match the right person with right subject on the basis of 
the information given below: 

Rajesh does not teach Botany or I lindi. 

Jag Mohan has nothing to do with languages. 
Laxman does not teach any science subject. 

Shiv does not teach Botany or Maths. 

Hindi is not taught by I*ixman. 

57. Rajesh (1) Botany 

58. jag Mohan (2) Hindi 

59. I.axman (3) Maths 

60. Shiv (4) English 


NON-VERBAL SERIES 


Given below are two sets of figures, the Problem Figures and the Answer Figures marked 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5. You 
have to find out which of the Answer Figures would fit in place of the question-mark in the Problem Figures. 


PROBLEM FIGURES 


ANSWER FIGURES 



1 

2 3 4 

S 


I 

I 
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ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (c) Go on adding 3,5,7,9... to numbers. 

2. (b) The series is 1^ + 2, I'"’ + 2; 2^ + 2, 2^ + 2; 

32 + 2, 3 ^ + 2... 

3. (e) Each number is the total of its two preceding num¬ 

bers. 

4. (c) There are two series, 7,14,21,28... and 6,12,18... 

5. (a) Second, fourth, sixth... numbers are total of num¬ 

bers on their right and left. 

6. (d) Go on adding 14,13,12,11... to numbers. 

7. (d) There arc two series, 3^ 4^, 5^ and 8^, 7^ 6^. 

8. (h) Numbers are in sets of two. Each second one has 

reversed digits of the preceding one. 

9. (d) All the others are squares of numbers. 

10. (e) All the others have the same digit on their right 

and left. 

11. (b) All the others are divisible by 4. 

12. (e) The other numbeis are not divisible by any num¬ 

ber except the number itself and 1. 

13. (d) 14. (c) 15. (b) 16. (c) 

17. (b) All the other words contain one letter other than 

the letters used in the lead-word. 

18. (d) In all the other words, the order of letters picked 

up for forming word has not changed. 

19. (c) In all the others, all the letters are taken from the 

lead-word. This one has one extra 'n'. 


30. (d) All the others are connected with medical science. 

31. (b) All the others are citrus fruits. 

32. (e) All the others are Greek alphabets commonly used 

in Mathematics. 

33. (d) All the others are natural sounds of animals. 

34. (b) All the others are on the banks of the river Ganga. 

35. (r) It is the only commercial product among food 

crops. 

36. (r) All the others need fuel. 

37. (b) AH the others are two in number. 

38. (c) The relationship is of the item and the group to 

which it belongs. 

39. (d) They have the smaller and bigger relationship. 

40. (a) The words are antonyms. 

41. (d) One's theory is based upon the other. 

42. (b) The second one is the medium to feel the first. 

43. (c) Both belong to the same set. 

44. (b) One follows the other. 

45. (b) The relationship is that of natural quality. 


46, (c) 

47. (c) 

48. (a) 

49. id) 

50. (b) 

51. (a) 

52. id) 

53. ib) 

54. (a) 

55. (d) 

56. (a) 

57. 3 

58. 1 

59. 4 

60. 2 



20. (a) Same as (17). 

For answering next set of questions, match the common 
letters of words with common code-letters and thus sort them 
out, e.g .'/' occurs in 23 and 26, so does x, hence x is the code for 

r. 


21. (e) 22. (e) 23. (c) 24. (e) 

25. (e) 26. (e), 

27. (d) 1st, 3rd, 5th...letters are coded by their preceding 

letters and the other ones by their next letter. 

28. (c) 29. (b) 


61.-70. These questions are rather complicate as each in¬ 
dividual figure needs to be studied independently and in 
relationship with other figures. The figure may tilt, sioing, 
rotate, turn upside dorm, move in a definite direction at a 
definite speed or may gel bigger or smaller. The small figures 
may also inter-clumge places according to a pattern. Something 
may be dropped or added. 

61. 2 62. 4 63. 1 64. 2 

65. 1 66. 3 67. 1 68. 4 

69. 5 70. 3 
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«9l;Nl;kAL INllrLLItvfcNCt 


TEST OF REASONING 'I 


1*5. Answer the following questions on the basis of 
the letters arranged in the alphabetical order 

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ 

1. Which letter is 9th to left of 13th letter from your 
right? 

{a) E (b) G 

(c) S (d) H 

(c) None of these 

2. The next set of tetters in the scries given below 
would be: 


BCDE; CODEC; DEEEFD; ? 

(fl) EEFFFG (b) FEFEI^ 

(c) EFFFGE (d) EEEFEE 

(e) None of these 

3. if first and third letters interchange places then 
second and fourth letter and fifth and seventh letters go on 
changing places till end and Y and Z remain as they arc 
then the 26 th letter from your right would be: 

(a) A (b) B 

(c) E (d) G 

(e) S 

4. Which is the right choice in place of question mark 
in the following series? 

WFB; TGD; QHG; ? 

(fl) NIJ (b) NIK 

(c) OIK (d) NJK 

(e) None of these 

5. if the first half of alphabets remains the same and 
the second half is written in reverse order, which letter 
would be 10th to the right of 9th letter from your left? 

(a) T (b) U 

(c) V (d) S 

(e) None of these 

6. Find the odd-nruin out: 


(a) shoes (b) shirt 

(c) cap (d) umbrella 

(e) gloves 

7. In a certain class, the serial number of Vijay is 7th 
from the top and 28th from the last. How many students 
are there in the class? 

(a) 34 (b) 35 

(r) Can't say (d) 36 

(c) None of these 

8. if + means +, + means -, - means x and x means 
+ then; 


14+2x3+8=? 

(a) 18 (b) 10 

(c) 2 (d) 2.5 

(e) None of these 

9. How many As in the following series are followed 
by B as well as preceded by Z? 

AMBZANAABZABAZBABZABAZAB 


(a) one (b) two 

(c) three (d) None 

(r) More than three 

10. If 'rain' is 'water', 'water' is 'road', 'road' is 


'cloud', 'cloud' is 'sky', 'sky' is 'sea' and 'sea' is 'path' 
where do aeroplanes fly? 


(a) road (b) sea 

(c) cloud (d) water 

(e) None of these 

ll'lS. Each of the questions given below has two 
statements followed by conclusions I and II. Taking the 
statements to be true although they may appear at 
variance with commonly accepted facts, tick*mark your 
answers as under 


(a) Only 1 follows from the .statements. 

(b) Only II follows. 

(c) Either 1 or II follows. 

(d) Neither 1 nor II follows. 

(c) Both I and II follow. 

Statements: 

11. 1. Some visitors are Indians. 

2. Some visitors arc Americans. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some Indians are vi.sitors. 
n. All Indians are visitors. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statements: 

12. 1. Some cities are villages. 

2. Some suburbs are villages. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some cities are suburbs. 

II. No suburb is a city. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statements: 

13. 1. All flowers are trunks. 

2. All trunks are roots. 

Conclusions: 

1. All roots are flowers. 

II. All trunks are flowers. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Statements: 

14. 1. All bcxjks are pencils. 

2. Some pencils are bicycles. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some bicycles are pencils. 

II. Some bicycles are books. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statements: 

15. 1. Some whites are blacks. 
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2. No black is green. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some whites are green. 

II. Some whiles are not green. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (li) □ {e) □ 

16-20. Answer the given questions on the basis of 
(he information provided below: 

I'or admission in a certain course the conditions arc as 
follows: The candidate... 

{a) must secure I division in graduation 

(f») should not be more than 25 years of age on 15th 
Aug, 1993. 

(c) should get atleast 50% marks in entrance examian- 
tion. 

((/) should be fluent in Hindi as well as in English. 

However, if a candidate: 

(/) fulfils all conditions except (b), belongs to back¬ 
ward class and has not completed .30 years of age, he 
should be admitted. 

(fi) fulfils all conditions except (a) and has secured 
atleast 55’/<. in past-graduate examination, he or she should 
be referred to the incharge, admissions for reference. 

(Hi) fulfils all conditioas except (c) and has secured 
alleast 45"/!. marks in entrance examination, his name 
should be put in the waiting list. 

You have to take decision strictly according to the 
rules laid above and are not to take anything for granted. 
The basis for all the information provided is 13.08.1993. 
Give answer; 

(a) if admission is to be given. 

(b) if the candidate is to be referred to the incharge. 

(c) if he is in the waiting list. 

(d) if no decision can be taken as the data provided is 
inadcquale. 

(c) if admi.ssion is definitely not to be given. 

16. Twenty-four-year old Dhiren Pratap is a graduate 
with 75% marks and has secured 60% marks in the 
entrance examination. He commands fluency in I lindi and 
English. 

(o) U (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

17. Jeevan Singh, who belongs to backward class is 
fluent in Hindi and English. He got first division in gradua¬ 
tion and 58'X> marks in the entrance examination. His date 
of birth is 1.6.65. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

18. Rajni Sikka, another backward class candidate 
was born on 11.1.70. She is a first class graduate and has 
secured 44% marks in tlie entrance examination. She is 
fluent in Hindi and English. 

(fl) □ (h) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

19. Ajay Gupta got 80% marks in the entrance ex¬ 
amination. He is 30 and has secured 54% marks in post¬ 
graduate examinatif^ and 58% in graduation. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

20. Vijay Patwardhan is a first class graduate and has 
secured 60% marks in the entrance examination. He is 
fluent in Hindi and English. 


(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

21. 'Ulcer is caused by mental teasion and yet there 
arc some carefree type of people who happen to suffer from 
ulcer too.' Which of the following establishes strong 
relationsh p between ulcer and mental tension? 

(u) About 90% women suffer from ulcer. 

(b) Most of the ulcer patients were found to be 
victims of high mental tension. 

(r) Peptic ulcer is either caused by mental tension 
or by spicy food. 

(d) Mental tension is more injurious than ulcer. 

(e) Mental tension gives rise to various physical 
complications. 

22. In researches pertaining to management tensions, 
conflicts related to one's role and suspicion are such active 
sources on which the largest number of experiments have 
been conducted. In this field, the research is very identical 
as in 50% to 85% literature of this type, only scales 
developed by A.P.A. are used. 

(a) Conflict relating to one's role is the only cause 
of tension. 

(b) Research in the field of management tension is 
very rare. 

(r) 50% to 85"/» studies on tensions are related to 
conflicts of role and suspicion. 

(d) In this particular field, the only measures 
available are those develciped by A.P.A. 

(e) None of these 

23. Raman started walking towards west. After 10 
metres he turned towards north. After 20 metres he turned 
towards east and walked for 10 metre.s. How far is he from 
his starting point and in which direction? 

(a) 10 mts south (b) 20 mts south 

(c) 20 mts north (d) 10 mts north 

(e) None of these 

24. Which one of the following is different from the rest? 

(a) eye (b) heart 

(c) ear (d) lung 

(e) kidney 

25. Clara is taller than Irene. Iona is taller than Louisa 
and Louisa is taller than Emmy. Which of the following 
information is required to find out who among the five 
girls is the tallest? 

(a) Iona is taller than Irene. 

(b) Clara is taller than Louisa. 

(c) Clara is taller than Emmy and Ixiuisa 

(d) No other information in needed. 

(e) Emmy is taller than Clara. 

26-31. In each of the questions given below a state¬ 
ment is followed by assumptions I and II. An assumption 
is something taken for granted. You have to find out 
which of the assumption is logical in the context of the 
statement. Give answer 

(a) ifonly I implies. 

(b) if only II implies. 

(c) if either 1 or II implies. 

(d) if neither I nor II implies. 

(e) Both I and II imply. 

Statement: 

26. "The best way to solve this problem of discontent- 
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ment among the employees is by awarding them cash 
prizes. If suA an incentive can solve the problem faced by 
the C.I.D.C.O. Company then why shouldn't it work out 
here?" —A Work Organizer tells the Proprietor of the Com¬ 
pany. 

Assumptions: 

I. In both the companies, die cause of discontent¬ 
ment was the same. 

II. Cash incentives have a universal appeal. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

27. "The candidates, who are appearing in this ex¬ 
amination for the first time, must be helped in filling their 
forms." —One of the directions to the invigilation staff. 
Assumptions: 

I. The form is somewhat complicated. 

II. Candidates can take this examination more than 
once. 

(fl) □ (fc) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

28. "Although the candidates have been asked to 
bring their pencils, give some pencils to the invigilators." 
—A direction to the staff organizing the examination. 
Assumptions: 

I. Pencils are insufficient. 

II. All candidates will bring their pencils. 

(a) □ ib) □ (c) □ id) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

29. "We must appoint more teachers." —Principal to 
the members of the staff. 

Assumptions: 

I. Teachers are available. 

II. The present day teaching staff is not efficient. 

(a) □ ib) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

30. "If you want the work to be finished per schedule 
then provide independent cabins." —^An employee to the 
Director of the Company. 

Assumptions: 

I. The place lacks sufficient cabins. 

II. Work suffers with all the people around. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statetnent; 

31. "Please drop this letter in the letter-box" —^an 
officer to his assistant. 

Assumptions: 

I. The assistant knows the address of the person to 
whom the letter is being sent. 

II. The assistant will comply with the orders of his 
officer. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ id) □ (p) □ 

32*38. Read the following information and answer 
the questions based on them: 

Out of five friends, D was the first person to arrive for 
the party. A ate less than C but took more drinks than Band 
D. E came after A but went earlier than him. C took more 
drinks than B but less than D. The person who came last. 


ate and drank the least. B ate more than C but went earlier 
than D and E. D ate less than A and went earlier than C. 
32. Who took the least drinks? 


(a) A 

ib) D 

(r) C 

id) Can't decide 

(f) None of these 


33. Who came immediately after'D'? 


(a) A 

(/») B 

(c) C 

id) Can't sa> 

ic) None of litese 


34. Who was the first one to go? 


(a) B 

ib) D 

(c) E 

id) Can't say 

(e) None of these 


35. Who came in the end? 


(a) E 

ib) B 

(c) C 

id) Can't say 

(e) None of these 


36. Who was the last one to go? 


{«) E 

ib) A 

(c) C 

id) Can't say 

(e) None of these 


37. Who consumed the largest amount of drinks? 

(a) B 

ib) D 

(c) C 

id) Can't say 

ie) None of these 


38. Who ate the most? 


(a) C 

ib) A 

ic) B 

id) Can't say 

ie) None of these 



39-46. Given below is a passage followed by some 
inferences drawn from the passage. On the basis of the 
facts mentioned in the passage, tick-mark your answers 
as under. 

(a) Definitely true. 

ib) Probably true. 

(c) Can't say as the data provided is insufficient. 

id) Probably false. 

(p) Definitely false. 

It has been observed that a low response period in 
computer system lessens job contentment and results in 
strain and mental tension. On the other hand, a too high 
response period can accelerate the interaction to an extent 
where the operator starts feeling that he ought to match the 
high response. Ultimately, the response period will 
naturally depend upon work. Mobility during r^ponse 
period might give rise to tension among operators. During 
one of the studies, it has been reported that when the 
system failed during noon, the employees of a certain 
Insurance Company tried to finish as much work as tihey 
could during morning. Contrary to this, when response 
period was wove average, they were worried and under¬ 
going through uncertainty as if they were not confident 
whether the long response period was due to high load or 
the system had tailea somewhere. 

39. The response period of the computer system total¬ 
ly depends upon the work load. 

(a) □ ib) □ (c) □ id) □ (c) □ 

40. Job contentment and personality of a person are 
correlate. 

(a) □ ib) □ (c) □ Jfl) Q (e) □ 

41. On a certain system, the swie work at different 
times may take different span of time. 

(a) □ ib) □ (c) □ id) □ (e) □ 

42. All computer operators want the response period 
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to be maximum. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

43. Some systematic measures of job contentment are 
available. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

44. The failure of system in the Insurance Company 
usually took place during noon. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

45. The study of the computer system was made in the 
Insurance Sector only. 

(a) □ ib) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

46. It is possible that computer takes more time in 
certain works. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

47>50. Answer the questions given below on the 
basis of the information provided: 

Mr and Mrs Dutta and their children Samir, Madan 
and Neha have different choice regarding TV pronam- 
mes. Every member favours one of the channels from MTV, 
ZEE, Metro, B.B.C. and Star TV and has his or her par¬ 
ticular choice of folk dances, Bhangra, Gidda, Beehu, Dan- 
dia and Lavni. 

Neha likes Gidda and MTV. 

The person who likes Metro does not like Dandia. 

The person who likes Bhangra, does not like B.B.C. 

Mr Dutta's choice is Star TV. 

Madan does not like B.B.C. but he likes Dandia. 

Samir likes Lavni but he does npt like B.B.C. 

47. Mrs Dutta give preference to: 

(a) Beehu: Star (b) Beehu : B.B.C. 

(c) B.B.C.: Dandia (d) Can't decide 

(e) None of these 

48. Which of the pairs of TV programme and folk- 
dance is right? 

(a) Lavni: Metro 
(c) Bhangra : Zee 
(c) Gidda: Zee 

49. Samir likes to watch: 

(a) Star 
(c) Zee 

(tf) Can't decide 

50. Who likes Zee TV? 

(a) Samir 
(c) Madan 
(e) None of these 

51-55. In each question below are given two state¬ 
ments, followed by four conclusions numbered I, II, III, 
IV. You have to take the two given statements to be true 
even if they seem to be at variance from commonly 
known facts. Read all the conclusions and then decide 
which of the given conclusions logically follows from Bie 
two given statements, disrej;arding commonly known 
facts. 

Statements: 

51. 1. Some teachers are students. 

2. All students are girls. 

Concltisbns: 

I. All teachers are girls, 
n. Some girls are teachers. 


III. Some girls are students. 

IV. All students are teachers. 

(a) Only I follows 

(b) Only I, II and III follow 

(c) All follow 

(d) Only II & 111 follow 

(e) None follows 
Statements: 

52. 1. All soaps are clean. 

2. All clean are wet. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some clean are soaps. 

II. No clean is soap. 

III. Some wet are soaps. 

IV. All wet are soaps. 

(a) Only I follows 

(b) Only I or II follows 

(c) Only m or IV follows 

(d) Only 1 and III follow 

(e) None follows 
Statements: 

53. 1. Some bags are pockets. 

2. Some pockets are pouches. 

Conclusions: 

I. No bag is a pouch. 

II. All pockets are pouches, 
ni. Some pouches are bags. 

IV. No pocket is a bag. 

(a) Only I or IV follows 

(b) Only I or II follows 

(c) Only 1 or III follows 

(d) None follows 
{(’) All follows 

Statements: 

54. 1. Some green are blue. 

2. No blue is white. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some blae are green. 

II. Some white are green. 

III. Some green are not white. 

IV. All white are green. 

(fl) Only I follows 

(b) Only norm follows 

(c) Only I & in follow 

(d) Only I & II follow 

(e) Either III or IV follows 
Statements: 

55. 1. All typists are stenographers. 

2. Some stenographers are boys. 

Conclusions: 

1. All boys are stenographers, 
n. All boys are typists. 

III. Some typists are boys. 

IV. No typist is a boy. 

(a) Onlylf<dlows 

(b) Only II & III follow 
(cj Either 11 or III follows 

(a) Only either I or IV follows 

(e) Only either HI or IV follows 
56-60. Below is civen a passage followed by several 
posrible infeienceai, wnidi can tie diaiWn from tfw fads staled 


(b) Bhangra: Metro 
id) Dandia:MTV 


(fc) Metro 
id) MTV 


(fc) Mrs Dutta 
(fl) Can't decide 
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in the passage. You have to exanune each inference 
separately in the context of the passage and decide upon 
its degree of truth or falsity. 

MarkAnsivcr !f you think 

(a) rX'finitoly true the inference properly follows from 

the statement of facts given. 

(b) Probably true the inference may be true in the facts 

given but not definitely true. 

(c) Data inadequate from the facts it cannot be said 

whether the inference is likely to be 
true or false. 

(d) Probably false the inference is probably false in light 

of the facts given though not definite¬ 
ly false. 

((’) Definitely fal.se the inference cannot possibly be 
drawn from the facts given or it con¬ 
tradicts the given facts. 

Though the State cultivates only 3.2 lakh tonnes of man- 
gtx.*s, they are of premium quality. And with mangoes becom¬ 
ing stTOnil most consumed fruit in the world after grapes, the 
government has been trying to export it through the st?a route 
which is cheaper. An experiment which was done in this 
regard last year has proved successful. 

56. Qualit)' of mangoes is an important factor in ex¬ 
ports. 

(a) □ (h) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

57. The State al.so exports gtx>d quality grapes. 

(.1) U (/>) □ (c) □ (d) U (e) □ 

There are some problems in exporting the man- 
g(H>s through sea route. 

(u) □ (b) (c) □ (d) ul (e) □ 

5*i. Most c^f the other export is through sea route, 
which is chea{.>er. 

(«) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

60. The State al.so cultivates a large number of 
mtxiium quality mangoes. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (£') U 

61*65. Each question below is given a statement fol¬ 
lowed by three assumptions numbered I, II and III. An 
Assumption is something supposed or, taken for 
granted. You have to consider the statement and the as¬ 
sumptions and decide which of the assumptions is im¬ 
plicit in the statement. Then decide which of the answers 

(a), (b), (c>, (d) and (e) is the correct answer and indicate it 
on the answersheet. 

Stnlenu'nt: 

61 "Use Riya Cold cream for fair complexion"—an 
advertis<*ment. 

Assumptions: 

I. People like to use cream for fair complexion. 

II. People are easily fwlod. 

III. People respond to advertisements. 

(a) Only I is implicit 

(b) Only 11 is implicit 

(c) Only 1 and III are implicit 

(d) Only 1 and II are implicit 

(e) All are implicit 
Statement: 

62. "Slog.ms against smoking in office should be put 


on the notice board"—an employee in an office sugg^ts. 
Assumptions: 

I. The employee felt that his suggestion will be 
considered. 

II. People smoke in the office. 

HI. Some people will stop smoking in office after 
reading the slogans. 

(a) Only! is implicit 

(i») Only I and II are implicit 

(c) Only II and IH arc implicit 

(d) None is implicit 
(c) All are implicit 

Statement: 

63. "I want to present him a book on techniques of 
yoga on his birthday"—A tells B. 

Assumptions: 

I. A and B will be invited for the birthday celebra¬ 
tions. 

II. The person to whtim the book is to be presented 
is not keeping good health. 

III. Book is tne best gift for birthdays. 

(a) Only I and II are implicit 

(b) Only II and 111 are implicit 

(c) Only I and III are implicit 
((/) None is implicit 

(c) All are implicit 
Statement: 

64. "We must introduce objective type tests to im¬ 
prove our examinations for admissirrn to MBA"—The 
chairman of the admission-t'ummittee tells the Commit¬ 
tee. 

Assumptions: 

I. Theadmis.siou at present is directly through the 
interviews. 

II. The admission-Committee is desirous of ini 
proving the admission-examinations. 

HI. The chairman himself is an MBA. 

(<i) Only I is implicit 

(b) Only H is implicit 

(c) Only 1 and H arc implicit 

(d) Only I and IH are implicit 
(c) None is implicit 

Statement: 

65. "Since no university has responded to our 
proposal, we shall not depute any faculty member for the 
course this year"—A notice in a department. 

Assumplinns: 

I. The proposiils have been received by the univer¬ 
sities. 

li. The proposal had also indicated financial 

f rovisions. 

he proposal was not received by the univer¬ 
sities. 

(a) Only I is implicit 

(b) Only HI is implicit 

(c) Only either 1 or 111 is implicit 
{(t) None is implicit * 

(e) All are implicit 

66-70. In each question below is given a statement I 
followed by three Courses of Action numbered 1,11 and | 

Ill. A course of action is a step or administrative decision j 
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to be taken for improvement, folloW'Up, or further action 
I in regard to the problem, policy, etc. On the basis of the 
j infonnation given in the statement, you have to assume 
I everything in the statement to be true, then decide which of 
! the diree attested courses of action logically follows for 
pursuing. Thm decide which of the answers 6), fo), (c), (d) 
and (e) is correct and indicate it on Uie answersheet 
Staleinent: 

66. The army has been alerted in the district following 
floods triggered by incessant rains. 

Courses of Action: 

I. Relief to flood affected people should be ar¬ 
ranged. 

II. Supply of food articles should be arranged. 

HI. Adequate medical facilities should be ar¬ 
range. 

(a) Only I follows 

(b) Only II follows 

I (f) Only I and 111 follow 

I (d) None follows 

(e) All follow 
Statement: 

67. There is no possibility of getting the target of in¬ 
creased rate of percentage for Orissa in eighth plan due to 
its struggle with a large lack of resources and a totally bad 
economic scene. 

Courses ^Action: 

]. In the next plan increase in target should be 
minimised. 

II. The reason of failure should be studied. 

III. Production of Orissa should be compared with 
another State. 

(a) Only I follows 

(b) Only 1 and II follow 

(c) Only II and Ill fallow 

(d) None follows 

(e) All follow 
I Statement: 

68. It has been discovered that the 27000 freed bonded 
labour, are still awaiting rehabilitation. 

Courses of Action: 

I. The cases of bonded labour should be dis¬ 
covered. 

II. The bonded labour should not be freed till 
availability of rehabilitation. 

III. The difficulties in the way of auick 
rehabilitation of bonded labour should be 
removed. 

(a) Only I follows 

(b) Only H follows 

(c) Only I & III follow 

(d) Only III & II follow 

(e) None follows 
Statement: 

69. If most of the members are in favour of strike, there 
might be serious cortsequences. 

Courses of Action: 

I. They should be told about futility of strikes and 

' why they should not go on strike. 

II. All foe members willing to go on strike should 
be suspended. 


HI. The management board shcnitd not feel con¬ 
cerned about such frivolities. 

(«) Only II follows 

(b) Only m follows 

(c) Only I follows 

(d) Both 1 and n follow 

(e) All are right 

Statement: 

70. A number of people living in slum areas have been 
struggling against death due to consumption of poisonous 
liquor. 

Courses of Action: 

I. Free medical services should be provided to 
them. 

H. The persons responsible for brewing such stuff 
should be arrested immediately. 

III. 'As you sow so shall you reap', hence no 
sympathy should be wasted on such vic¬ 
tims. 

(a) Only I follows 

(b) Only II follows 

(c) Only Ill follows 
{d) 1 and II follow 

{e) All the three are right courses of action 
71-75. From Monday to Sunday, a seminar is to be 
arranged in which six members. A, B, C, D, E and F would 
read their papers according to the programme given 
below: 

(i) C is not to give lecture on Friday. 

(ii) A would demonstrate two days after D and it 
would be a practical demonstration. 

(Hi) E is to read his paper on Wednesday but it would 
be after F. 

(iv) One day is going to be a holiday but on this day, 
the person who is to give practical demonstration next day 
would make his preparations. 

(v) B's turn would be after A, on the next day. 

71. On which day would D read his paper? 

(a) Tuesday (b) Wednesday 

(i) Monday (d) Saturday 

(e) Thursday 

72. The holiday is on; 

(a) Tuesday (b) Saturday 

(c) Friday (d) Thursday 

(e) Can't say 

73. 1 low many days do D and F have between them? 

(fl) None (b) one 

(c) two (d) three 

(c) Can't say 

74. The last person to conclude the programme with 
his lecture would be; 

(a) A (b) B 

(c) C (d) D 

(e) F 

75. Who delivered the lecture on foe first day? 

(a) C (b) D 

(c) F (d) A 

(e) Can't decide 


DECEMBER'93 COMPETITION MASTER 423 



ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


47-50. 


1 . (a) 

2. (e) The set would be EFFFFGE 

3. (c) cdabghTeIfklijopmnstqrwxu 

VYZ L-J 

4. (b) 


5. {b) ABCDEFGHIJKLMZYXWV U TSRQ 

PON “ ^ 

6. (d) All the others are put on. 

7. {a) 8. (c) 

9. (c) 10. (fc) 

Answer questions 11 to 15 by drawing diagrams of all the 
possible situations. 

11. (fl) 



( 211 : 


12. (r) 



13. (d) 




14. (a) 




15. (b) 













((©( 

3 (m 


s 

16. (d) 

17. (a) 

18. (e) 

19. 

id) 

20. (d) 

21. (b) 

22. (f) 

23. 

(c) 

24. (h) 

(others are two in number) 



25. (e) 

26. (e) 

27. (e) 

28. 

(d) 

29. (a) 

30. (b) 

31. (b) 



31 {<!) 

(Etook) 




33. (d) 

34. (a) 

35. (a) 

36. 

(d) 

37. (e) 

(It is A) 




38. (c) 

39. (a) 

40. (b) 

41. 

(c) 

41 (d) 

43. (a) 

44. (e) 

45. 

(d) 

46. {b) 



47. 

(fe) 

48. (a) 



49. 

(fc) 

50. (c) 
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Solve Q. 51 to 55 as Q. 11 to 15. 
51. (d) 



T ( S C 




53. (c) 



54. U) 



56. (b) 

57. (c) 

58. (d) 

59. (b) 

60. (e) 

61. (c) 

62. (c) 

63. (d) 

64. (b) 

65. (a) 

66. (e) 

67. (c) 

68. (c) 

69. (a) 

70. (d) 



71. to 75. Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 
F D E X A B“ C 


71. (fl) 72. (d) 73. (a) 74. (6) 

75. (c) 






__ PARAGRAPH-WRITING . ‘ _ 

MODEL PARAGRAPHS 


^^Real joy, believe me, is a 
serious matter/' 

—Seneca 

Unlike hedonism where 
pleasure is a potent passion of life, 
real joy is a matter not to be treated 
lightly or confused with trivial 
gratification of senses. The ex¬ 
perience of real joy is not the result 
of some fluke or feat of jugglery. It 
is a serious sensation for which one 
has to exert a lot and exercise can¬ 
did control over one's body, heart 
and mind. It is such a gift that does 
not come by chance or accident. It 
has to be earned by disciplining 
animal in.stincts and also by cultivat¬ 
ing the mind. People generally con¬ 
fuse pleasure with sober joy, the 
latter being the ultimate source of 
aesthetic as well as ecstatic condi¬ 
tion of human quest. One can hav^ 
pleasure for a pittance or on a plat¬ 
ter, but to taste even a moment of 
real joy, one has to do a lot of men¬ 
tal acrobats and pass through a 
maze of emotional zig-zags. For the 
attainment of real joy in life, we 
must tame our devouring desires 
and put a brake on Satanic sensa¬ 
tions. Failing for short-cuts like 
thrills of being drunk are the very 
enemies of real joy. 

"Charms strike the sight 
but merit wins the soul." 

—Alexander Pope 

One can assert without being 
apologetic drat charms stimulate 
human senses but merit stirs the 
soul within. If the former is the food 
of physical sensibilities, the latter en¬ 
livens the inspiration of the spirit. 

The phenomena of charm and 
merit, lends a cogent colour to 
human urges and aspirations. Both 
form inseparable traits of a man's 
passions and pursuits and it is their 
happy blending in hunran affairs 
that life sets its goal worth follow¬ 
ing or achieving. To prefer the one 


over the other, may not be a practi¬ 
cal proposition for most humans be¬ 
cause, as ordinary mortals, we are 
liable to feel tempted for the charms 
much more easily than for the intrin¬ 
sic worth of merit Whereas the 
response to charms is instant and 
immediate, the reaction to merit is 
slow and critical. The glitter and 
glamour around us is the material 
manifestation of charms. On the 
contrary, merit has to work its way 
through human intellect to impress 
the soul. Once this happens, the pur¬ 
pose of life becomes clear and 
human efforts get chastised and 
chastened. Such a transformation— 
from purely physical responses to 
spiritual salvation—is very rare but 
when it comes about, it is a state of 
trance and tranquillity. 

"One of the greatest pains 
to human nature is the pain 
of a new idea." 

—Walter Ba^ehot 
A wise hen does not count her 
chickens before the eggs arc 
hatched. In the same vein, a far¬ 
sighted thinker does not become 
euphoric unless his new idea gets 
accepted and integrated in the so¬ 
cial ethos to which he belongs. The 
conception of an idea is an open af¬ 
front to the one that it is going to 
challenge or replace. The resistance 
to any new idea is strong as well as 
strident from those who thrive on 
status quo, rituals and dogmas. Con¬ 
ventional and con.ser\'ative, as most 
of us are, we seldom welcome a 
new idea, however verdant and 
vibrant it may be. Bles.sed is that 
age and those people who are en¬ 
lightened by the emergence of a 
new idea and who dare to stand up 
against tlie debilitating dead-wood 
of obsolete beliefs and corrupting 
customs. No doubt, human nature, 
as it stands in the midst of conflict¬ 
ing opinions and ideologies, finds it¬ 
self at the cross-road where the new 


idea is ready to over-throw the exist¬ 
ing one. Sometimes it is a very pain¬ 
ful process to give up the old. It is 
quite easy to go in for a new dress 
or to adopt a new fad, totally alien 
to one's social mores and manners, 
than to give even a cautious nod to 
a new idea that has yet to take roots 
is a painful experience indeed. Just 
as the birth of a new life is painful 
but welcome, similarly the adoption 
of a new idea is usually a poignant 
experience. 

"No Civilisation can grow 
unless fanaticism, blood¬ 
shed and brutality stop." 

—Swami Vivekananda 
Human civilisation, though 
slow in formation and growth, has 
been the result of Man's relentless 
war against fearful forces and inimi¬ 
cal intentions of such agents as 
were/are fanatic, bigoted and bru¬ 
tal, both in thought and action. 

There is no denying the fact that 
civilisation, as it stands today, is the 
manifestation of all that has been 
conducive, constructive and con¬ 
scientious in human imagination 
and inclination. History is a vocal 
witness to all those destructive ele¬ 
ments that destroyed the symbols of 
art and architecture, in no time. 

Their blood-soaked hands still 
remind us that all those who live by 
sword meet their inglorious end by 
the same woeful weapon. Negative 
forces like bigotry’, fanaticism, and 
fundamentalism can never stand 
the test of tolerance whereas all-sen- 
sitive-cum-supportive efforts of the 
large-hearted and noble-intentioned 
never go waste. It is from the feel¬ 
ingful heart and the magnanimous 
mind that the edifice of civilisation 
gets its substance. Civilisation is a 
flower that needs care and caress, 
vow and vigilance, lest the lesser 
humans may not harm it by their 
horrendous hands and dreadful 
deeds. 
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Facte about Science 


SCIENTIFIC INSTRUMENTS 

Altimeter: an apparatus used in 
aircraft for measuring altitudes. 

Ammeter: is used for measuring 
electrical currents in amperes. 

Anemometer, is an instrument 
for measuring the force and velocity 
of wind. 

Audiometer: is an in.strument to 
measure intensify of sound. 

Audiophone: is an instrument 
required for improving imperfect 
sense of hearing. 

Barograph: for continuous 
recording of atmospheric pressure. 

Barometer: is an apparatus used 
for measuring the atmospheric pres¬ 
sure. 

Binoculars: is an instrument 
used for .seeing distant objects, the 
rays of light are twice reflected by 
means of right-angled prisms. 

Callipers: a compass with legs 
for measuring the inside or outside 
diameter of bodies. 

Calorimeter an instrument 
used for measuring quantities of 
heat. 

Carburettor, is an apparatus for 
charging air with petrol vapours in 
an internal combustion engine. 

Cardiogram: a medical instru¬ 
ment used for tracing the movements 
of the heart. 

Cardiograph: is a medical in¬ 
strument for tracing heart move¬ 
ments. 

Chronometer: is an iastrument 
kept on board the ships for measur¬ 
ing accurate time. 

Cinematograph: It consists of a 
series of lenses arranged to throw on 
a screen an enlarged image of 
photographs. The lens system which 
forms the image on the screen is 
termed focusing lens. 

Commutator: split ring which 


forms the main part of a D.C. 
Dynamo. 

Compass needle: for knowing 
approximately the North-South 
direction at a place. 

Crescograph: is an instrument 
for use in rccoiding growth of plants; 
invented byJ.C. Bose. 

Dip Circle: It is an instrument 
used to determine the angle between 
the direction of the resultant intensity 
of earth's field and the horizonal 
component at a place. This particular 
angle is know as the dip of that place. 

Drinker's apparatus: to help 
breathing in infantile paralysis. 

Dynamo: The origin of 
electricity in a Dynamo is the trans¬ 
formation of mechanical energy into 
electrical energy. It depends on the 
principle of electro-magnetic induc¬ 
tion whereby a current is produced 
on traversing a magnetic field. 

Electroencephalograph (EEC): 
It is the technique of recording and 
interpreting the electrical activity of 
the brain. Records of the electrical ac¬ 
tivity of the brain, commonly known 
as "brain waves", are called 
electroencephalograms or electroen¬ 
cephalographs. ERG is the common 
abbreviation for both the technique 
and the records. 

Epidiascope: for projecting 
films as well as images of opaque ar¬ 
ticles on a screen. 

Eudiometer It is a glass tube for 
measuring volume changes in chemi¬ 
cal reactions between gases. 

Fathometer: is an instrument 
used for measuring depth of the 
ocean. 

Galvanometer an instrument 
for measuring currents of small mag¬ 
nitude. 

G.M. Counter; (Geiger Muller 
Counter): This special device is used 
for detecting the presence of radia¬ 


tion and counting certain atomic par¬ 
ticles. 

Gramophone: an instrument 
with which we can reproduce the 
sound recorded by a suitable record¬ 
ing apparatus. It is fitt^ with a spe¬ 
cial type of apparatus known as 
sound box invented by Berliner. 

Gravimeter is an instrument 
for recording measurement under 
water and to determine the presence 
of oil deposits under water. 

Gyroscope: is an in.strument 
used to illustrate dynamics of rotat¬ 
ing bodies. It is a type of .spinning 
wheel fixed to the axle. 

Hydrometer is an instrument 
used for measuring the specific 
gravity of liquids. 

Hydrophone: is an instrument 
u.sed for recording sound under 
water. 

Hygrometer is an instrument 
u.sed for measuring humidity in air. 

Kymograph; is an instrument 
used to record graphically various 
physiological movements i.e., blood 
pressure, heart beating, study of 
lungs etc in living beings. 

Lactometer is an apparatus 
used for measuring the purity of 
milk. 

Manometer for determining 
the pressure of a gas. 

Mariner's Compass: is an ap¬ 
paratus which is ased to guide the 
sailors. The needle always points 
north-south. 

Micrometer is an instrument 
used for converting sound i.e., frac¬ 
tion of the lowest division of a given 
scale. 

Microphone: is . an instrument 
used for converting sound waves 
into electrical vibrations. 

Microscope: is an instrument 
which is used for magnifying minute 
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objects by a lens system. 

MiciDtome: is used for cutting 
an object into thin parts for micro¬ 
scopic inspection. 

Odometer: is an instrument by 
virtue of which the distance covered 
by wheeled vehicles is recorded. 

Parachute: Umbrella-shaped 
safety device used in emergency by 
the crew and passengers of an 
aircraft. The device is also used by 
paratroops during war. 

Periscope: Ft is usually used by 
the crew of a submarine to survey the 
.ships etc., on the surface of the sea 
while the submarine is under water. 
It also enables the sailors to observe 
objects on the other side of an 
obstacle without exposing themsel¬ 
ves. 

Phonograph: is an instrument 
used for reproducing sound. 

Photometer is an apparatus 
used to compare the illuminating 
power of two sources of light. 

Photographic Camera: is an ap¬ 
paratus for taking a real photograph 
of a person or an object. The impre.s- 
sion is first taken on a sensitive plate 
by exposing it to that object and then 
(he photograph is developed with the 
help of certain chemicals. 

Pipette: It is a glass tube with 
the aid of which a definite volume of 
liquid may be transferred. 

Potentiometer: is used for com¬ 
paring the e.m.f.s, of cells, measure¬ 
ments of the thermal e.m.f.s, large 
potential differences and currents. It 
is also used for measuring low resis¬ 
tances. 

Pyrometer is an instrument for 
recording high temperatures from a 
great distance {i.e., for recording 
temperature of the sun etc.) by 
making used of the laws of radiation. 

Radan Radio, Angle, Detection 
And Range is used to detect the direc¬ 
tion and range of an approaching 
aeroplane by means, of radio 
microwaves. 

Radiator of a car It is an ap¬ 
paratus attached to the engine of the 
rar to serve as cooling agent. 



Rain Gauge: is an apparatus for 
recording of rainfall at a particular 
place. 

Radiometer is an instrument 
for measuring the emission ot radiant 
energy. 

Refractometer: is an instrument 
to measure refractive indices. 

Saccharimeten is an instrument 
for determining the amount of sugar 
in a solution. It is used in breweries. 

Seismometer or Seismograph: 
is an instrument used for recording 
earthquake shocks. 

Sextant: is an instrument in¬ 
vented by John Hadley used for 
measuring the altitude of the sim and 
of other inaccessible heavenly bodies. 

Spectrometer (1) It is a type of 
spectroscope suitable for the precise 
measurements of refractive indices. 
(2) An instrument for measuring the 
energy distribution of a particular 
type of radiation. 

Speedometer is an instrument 
which indicates speed at which a 
vehicle is moving. 

Spherometen is an instrument 
for measuring curvature of surfaces. 

Sphygmomanometer an in¬ 
strument used for measuring arterial 
blocid-pressure. 

Sphygmophone: an instrument, 
with the help of which a pulse beat 
makes a sound. 

Sphygmoscope: an instrument, 
by virtue of which, arterial pulsations 
become visible. 

Stereoscope: It is a special type 
of binocular, through which a double 
photograph snapped from two dif¬ 
ferent angles by a two-lensed camera 
is viewed in solid relief. 

Stethoscope: is an instrument to 
hear and analyse movements of heart 
and lungs. 

Stop watch: for recording small 
intervals of time in the laboratory, in 
races and other events. 

Stroboscope: is an instrument 
for viewing cl>jects moving rapidly 
with a periodic motion and to see 
them as if they were at rest. 

Tachometer is an instrument 


for determining speeds of aeroplanes 
and motor boats. 

Telephone: a device by virtue of 
which tw'o persons at two different 
places tan communicate. It consists 
of two main parts (i) a microphone 
and (ii) a receiver. 

Teleprinter an instrument 
which prints automatically messages 
sent from one place to another, on 
telegraph lines. 

Telescope: is an apparatus used 
for observing distant objects. 

Television: is the transmission 
of images of moving objects by radio. 
It is made possible through conver¬ 
sion of light into electro-magnetic 
waves and of these back into light. 

Telstan It is a space communica¬ 
tion satellite developed by Bell for 
overseas communications. It was 
launched on July 10,1%2 from Cape 
Kennedy (U.S.A.). Telstar, in addition 
to telephone calls, enables television 
microwave transmissions to be made 
from and to any country with a 
receiving and transmitting station. 

Theodolite: is an instrument for 
measuring horizontal and vertical 
angles. 

Thennocouple: an instrument 
based on thermoelectricity used for 
measuring temperatures. 

Thermometen is an apparatus 
used for measuring temperature. 

Thermostat: It is an instrument 
used to regulate the temperature to a 
particular degree. 

Viscometen is an instrument to 
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DEBATE; DISCUSSION 


Coco Culture: Yes or No? 


In recent weeks a controversy has 
arisen in the country over the permission 
granted by the Government to the US 
company timt manufactures and markets 
the Coca-Cola soft drink, and also to cer¬ 
tain other multinationals to set up fac¬ 
tories in India and sell their products 
here. This has led to the charge that India 
is being subjected to "American cultural 
aggression". The proposition under dis¬ 
cussion is: "The Coca Cola culture being 
inculcated in India will do more harm 
than good to our people and it should not 
be encouraged." 


Mr A Sir, in pursuance of the 
Union Government's policy of 
liberalisation all round, the well- 
known American soft drinks com¬ 
pany, Coca Cola, has been allowed 
to set up a factory in this country 
for manufacturing and marketing 
the world-famous drink that was 
stopped in 1977 by the then Janata 
Government. The US company's 
senior Vice-President, Mr Neville Is- 
dell, said at a function at Mathras 
on October 24,1993, that the 
company's entry into India "would 
have a multiplier effect and boost 
the Indian economy". He was evi¬ 
dently trying to create the impres¬ 
sion that the entry of the giant 
multinational would be beneficial 
to this country in many ways, com¬ 
mercial and other. Actually, he was 
covering up the fact that the re-in¬ 
troduction of Coca Cola soft drink 
into this vast, hapless country 
would not only swamp the soft 
drinks market and gradually push 
out Indian-made products but also 
inflict a double disadvantage on 
our people. First, it would mean 
the flushing out through repatria¬ 
tion of the substantial amount of Rs 
300 crore or more to the USA every 
year as a part of the profits the 
American company would earn. 

The size of the soft drinks market 


in the country is estimated at Rs 
1500 crore annually and in view of 
the craze among the youth for 
Campa Cola the profits of the 
manufacturers would almost cer¬ 
tainly increase as the years pass. 

The Rs 300-crore estimate of annual 
profits is on the conservative side. 
Secondly, the Indian-owned soft 
drinks companies would be at a 
great disadvantage because they 
would have to compete with a 
mega-size company whose product 
commands immense popularity 
worldwide. These companies are 
naturally feeling concerned over 
the latest development. But the une¬ 
qual commercial competition is not 
the only question that calls for ur¬ 
gent notice. Even more important is 
the inevitable "cultural aggression" 
against India. More and more 
people, especially youngsters of 
both sexes, will get addicted to 
Coke. Already, the soft drinks are 
very popular in Indian upper class 
society and in urban homes where 
even school-going children hanker 
after a Coke on every possible oc¬ 
casion. What does the country gain 
by the fast developing "Coca 
culture"? Are we not becoming 
slaves to a western habit of taking a 
soft drink every now and then to 
get a "kick" out of it or merely to 
quench their thirst? I don't think 
the proposition under discussion 
can be opposed on any valid and 
convincing grounds. I plead for 
dispassionate consideration. 

MrB Sir, it seems to me that 
my predecessor, Mr A, has viewed 
the issue only from a limited angle. 
He has also missed the point and 
the basic reason for adopting the 
policy of liberalisation of the 
economy that has been adopted by 
the Government of India and is 
being earnestly pursued by the 
Union Finance Minister, Dr Man- 


mohan Singh. Under this policy, 
India has to open up its markets to 
foreign concerns, especially when 
their enterprises are expected to 
bring several benefits to our 
people. The capital to be invested 
in the Coca enterprise is*of course 
foreign but the labour and 
materials (except a minor mixture 
and component) will ail be Indian. 
Lakhs of unemployed Indian 
people, trained and untrained, will 
get employment on attractive 
terms; countless others will stand 
to benefit through the marketing 
netw'ork. Our thirsty youth will 
have easy access to a good and 
tasty drink at a reasonable price 
and thus derive the moral satisfac¬ 
tion of marching with the times 
and being almost at par with their 
counterparts in the West in this 
regard. All the propaganda by In¬ 
dian social reformers against the 
consumption of alcohol of various 
brands has proved futile. Prohibi¬ 
tion is now very much at a discount 
and is no longer emphasised. An in¬ 
vigorating soft drink is at times a 
safer, and of course cheaper, sub¬ 
stitute for whisky the consumption 
of which is popular at most social 
gatherings, including weddings 
and dinners at hotels and res¬ 
taurants. India's changed image of 
a country fast growing up in con¬ 
formity with modern social trends 
and practices is important for us if 
we wish to attract foreign capital 
and foreign tourists. Which foreign 
firm would opt for investment in 
India if the Union Government im¬ 
poses a ban on the production and 
consumption of Coca Cola? The 
potential investors in various fields 
would prefer to establish their fac¬ 
tories in other countries in the Far 
East or the Middle Hast if the In¬ 
dian market is closed to them? It 
may be recalled that the efforts 
made by Mr George Fernandes, 
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' when he was Minister of the Janata 
i Goverrunent in 1977, to ban the 
prod uction and import of Coca 
Cola and certain other multination¬ 
al companies gave encouragement 
to Indian industrialists, notably the 
soft drink manufacturers. This time 
the return of Coca Cola would, 1 
feel sure, help improve the quality 
and taste of Indian-made soft 
drinks and thus benefit the Indian 
consumer. Competition almost al- 
w ays helps in improving the 
quality of products already in the 
market. The challenges by foreign 
companies and multinationals have 
to be squarely met. Little is to be 
gained, morally or materially, by 
keeping the Indian markets iso¬ 
lated or intensely shielded from 
competition with better quality 
goods and services produced else¬ 
where. 

MrC I would like to stress the 
importance of upholding and 
promoting Indian culture and vabi- 
able, well-established traditions. 
Culture implies self-restraint and 
consideration for national interests. 
Indian values have to be nurtured 
and protected against onslaughts 
by outsiders who are out to exploit 
the Indian markets for their own 
advantage. All the talk of a "multi¬ 
plier effect" through the setting up 
of Coca Cola factories is highly 
deceptive. The minor economic 
benefits have to be weighed against 
the long-term effect on Indian 
economy and also on the habits of 
Indian youth who would become 
slaves of "Coke" in order to be in¬ 
cluded in the category of 
fashionable people. I am inclined to 
agree with Mr George Fernandes 
who said in Delhi on October 24 
that "they (the multinationals) 
would be selling us our water and 
sugar or some artificial sweetener, 
adding a bit of American powder 
which costs virtually nothing and 
in return bringing in the like of 
Michael Jackson and Madonna". 

He described Coca Cola as "the big¬ 
gest symbol of US cultural 


aggression". It is significant that 
Mr Fernandes's well-organised 
agitation compelled a big multina¬ 
tional, Cargill, to abandon its 50- 
million dollar salt manufacturing 
project at KandIa, Gujarat. The firm 
has interests in 54 countries and 
cells everything "from a needle to 
an elephant". But the basic ques¬ 
tion is: Do we really require foreign 
technology and expertise to 
manufacture salt which has been 
produced in this country for 
several decades and is indispen¬ 
sable for all human beings? In 
recent months a multinational has 
been marketing potato chips'and 
wafers after putting them in attrac¬ 
tive packs and giving them a new 
flavour. Are we not selling oursel¬ 
ves and becoming slaves to taste 
and flavour? Are we not falling vic¬ 
tims to clever devices of foreign or 
foreign-inspired commercial inter¬ 
ests and paying a heavy price for 
imported expertise and technol¬ 
ogy? D{> we call it modernisation 
and economic progress? Aren't we 
worshipping false gods and betray¬ 
ing our national intere,sts and in¬ 
dustry? Let us face the realities and 
not run after delusions created by 
white-skinned industrialists. 

MrD It appears to me that Mr 
A and Mr C have exaggerted the 
dangers of permitting the entry of 
foreign capital into India. As my 
friend, Mr B, has pointed out, India 
urgently needs foreign investments 
and the country's spokesmen make 
earnest plea for foreign capital to 
promote economic progress. If we 
are to be consistent with our invita¬ 
tions and assurances of full oppor¬ 
tunities for foreign investors, we 
should not raise objections to the 
US Coca Cola firm. There is a 
definite advantage in having 
foreign investments in this country. 
We have the requisite manpower a 
good part of which badly needs 
fruitful employment. Moreover, we 
have plenty of raw materials which 
urgently call for speedy exploita¬ 
tion. The recent establishment of 


Pepsi projects for manufacture of 
food products has benefited the 
agriculturists of Punjab (and some 
other areas) who are now getting 
good prices for their produce 
throughout the year; earlier, they 
used to suffer because in seasons of 
surplus production the market 
prices were low and their labours 
did not prove remunerative. Now 
there is systematic buying and sell¬ 
ing. The setting up of foreign estab¬ 
lishments promises to yield good 
returns to the indigenous grower 
also. Better and timely utilisation of 
our produce always bring hand¬ 
some returns in the shape of more 
and regular employment and in 
other ways. As for the specific Coca 
Cola case, we have nothing to fear. 
The Indian-made soft drinks will in 
turn have markets in other lands. 
The fear that Indian industry will 
be ruined by the new venture is 
baseless. We have much to learn in 
the field of technology; foreign tech¬ 
niques cannot be kept hidden for 
long by outsiders. A time wilt sure¬ 
ly come when Indian products will 
be able to compete with foreign 
manufactured goods and other 
products. India must become a 
country that has opened up its 
doors to the outside world in the 
economic arena. Nowhere has a 
relatively backward country suf¬ 
fered ruin by letting in foreign capi¬ 
tal and technology. Moreover, 
corporate decisions are best left to 
economic experts and policy plan¬ 
ners. It is wrong to suspect that the 
Government of India would 
sacrifice Indian interests just for the 
sake of getting foreign loans from 
the World Bar^, the IMF and other 
foreign financial agencies. Protec¬ 
tionism is at a discount ever 3 rwhere 
and we should not be left behind in 
the race. In Korea and certain other 
countries the strategy of protecting 
and sheltering indigenous industry 
had to be abandoned for long-term 
benefits. And their change of 
strategies brought good dividends. 
India has much to learn from the ex¬ 
ample of Korea and Japan. 


DECEMBER-83 COMPETITION MASTER 4M 


PERSONAUTY DEVELOPMENT 


If you are all Wrapped up in 
Yourself.... 

Or 

The Ego-Weak Personality 


E go or self forms the integrating 
core of personality. An ego-centric 
or self-centred person is primarily 
pre-occupied with his own concerns 
and is indifferent to the concerns of 
others. Narcissism or extreme self- 
love is his essential characteristic. 
There is excessive vitamin T' in his 
personality makeup. 

According to Sigmund Freud, 
ego is defined as the most primitive 
urge for gratification, dominated by 
the desire for pleasure through the 
release of tension. An egotist keeps 
making efforts to thwart the anxiety 
produced by unfulfilled desires. 

An egotist is a self-centred per- 
I son who displays a callous disregard 
for tlie needs and rights of others. He 
keeps overstressing his own worth; is 
fond of self-praise and is unable to 
digest views opposed to his own set 
concepts. 

Socrates was once asked by one 
of his disciples; "Why is it, sir, that 
you tell everybody who wants to be¬ 
come your disciple to look into this 
pond here and tell you what he 
sees?" 

"That is very simple, my friend", 
answered the sage. "I am ready to 
accept all those who tell me they see 
the fish swimming around. But those 
who see only their own image mir¬ 
rored in the water are in love with 


their own ego. I have no use for 
them." 

Here is an example of how a self- 
centred person thinks: "The great 
problems of the world—social, politi- 

"The ego-weak person 
is more like the child: 
behaviour is impulsive 
and immediate; 
perception of reality 
and self is distorted; he 
is less capable of 
productive work 
because his energy is 
drained into the 
protection of wrapped 
and unrealistic 
self-concepts; he may be 
burdened by neurotic 
symptoms." 
(Brilannica, 1991, page 388, col 3) 


cal, economic and theological—do 
not concern me in the slightest. If all 
the Armenians are killed or were to 
be killed tomorrow and if half of Rus¬ 
sia were to starve to death the day 
after it would not matter to me in the 


least. What concerns me alone is 

myself." (G.E. Nathan, Living 

Authors) 

Neurotic 

self-centred person is a neurotic, 

who is chronically and painfully 
aware of himself. He is primarily con¬ 
cerned with his own feelings, his own 
hopes and his own ambitions. His 
self-obsession (ego-centricity) 
prevents him from establishing satis¬ 
fying relations with other people and 
makes him blind to the feelings of 
others and to his own part in these 
unsatisfactory inter-relationships. 
Often he makes unrealistic demands 
upon those around him—trying to 
find in their sympathy, affection and 
approval the security which he lacks 
within himself. Since his demands 
are insatiable, they place an impos¬ 
sible burden upon others and even¬ 
tually tend to alienate them. This 
rejection, in turn, adds to the 
neurotic's insecurity, hostility and 
suspiciousness. 

Immaturity 

ELF-CENTREDNESS (ego- 
centricity) is a mark of im¬ 
maturity. "One of the most important 
phases of mahiring!'is that of growtti 
from self-centring to an under¬ 
standing relationship to others; from 
ego-centricity to socio-centridty." A 
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person is not mature until he has ac¬ 
quired an ability and willingness to 
see himself as one among others and 
to do unto others as he would have 
them do to him. The ego-centric per¬ 
son thinks that he is an exception to 
the human race! Within the four walls 
of ego-centricity he remains a child 
whatever his age. He remains social¬ 
ly and emotionally immature. He 
lacks social consciousness i.e. aware¬ 
ness of his relations to the social 
group or community and other mem¬ 
bers of his family. 

Self-Obsession 

ELF-OBSESSION is a disease 
which makes a mess of our lives. 
In one of his letters Sherwcxid Ander¬ 
son say.s, "Let any man or woman, 
look too much upon his (or her) own 
life, and everything becomes a mess". 

Regard for others 

GO-CENTRICITY is opposite of 
altruism that is regard for others, 
which as Dr. HE. Fosdick remarks, 
"springs from putting yourself in the 
other person's place". The rationale 
for altruism is beautifully expressed 
by the author of 'Meby Dick': "We 
cannot live only for ourselves. A 
thousand fibres connect us with our 
fellow men and along those fibres, as 
sympathetic threads, our actions run 
as causes and they come back to us as 
effects." 

How self-obsession 
effects personality? 

O be self-centred is natural in 
early childhood. Many, however, 
never outgrow it. Even in adulthood 
they are still living on an infantile or 
childish plane. Such egcnrentricity is 
ruinous to real personality. It 
hampers adequate self-expression. 

The ego-centric individual is 
deficient in a sense of humour. A per¬ 
son who is totally deficient in a sense 
of humour, who takes himself ab¬ 
solutely seriously is not quite human. 

He is so immature that he is un¬ 
able to see himself as otiiers see hip^ 


He loses the ability to see things 
as they are. To quote Dr Fosdick 
again, "Obsession with self can be 
one of life's most disruptive forces." 
An integrated personality is impos¬ 
sible unless the individual finds out¬ 
side himself valuable interests, in 
devotion to which he forgets himself. 
To illustrate this idea a story is told 
that Aristophanes in his play, "The 
Clouds" caricatured Socrates, and 
when the play was staged alt Athens 
roared with laughter. Socrates went 
to see the drama and when the carica¬ 
ture appeared he stood up^^that the 
audience might better ehii6^ the 
comic mask that was intended to 
caricature him. "He was mature. He 
had got himself off his hands." 

Personality is a matter of inter¬ 
personal behaviour. The ego<entric 
individual who lives like the insect in 
its cocoon is sure to develop un¬ 
desirable personality traits such as 
rcclusivcness, secretivene.ss, tense¬ 
ness, narrow-mindedness and 
negativity. Like a pot-bound plant his 
personality tacks room to expand. It 
is 'cabined, cribbed, confined'. 

Character is often regarded as 
synonymous with personality. And 
character is formed not in the shell 
but in Goethe's phra.se 'in the stream 
of life'. 

Karen Homey has classified per¬ 
sons according to their inter-personal 
response traits into three types (f) 
moving toward people (ii) moving 


against people and {Hi) moving away 
from people. 

The first type represents the 
socio-centric persons. The second 
and the third types represent tf»e ego¬ 
centric person. For a person whose 
pre-dominant inter-personal trait is 
one of moving against people the cal¬ 
lous pursuit of self-interest is the 
paramount law. He is intent on ex¬ 
ploiting others outsmarting them 
and to make them of use to himself. 
He looks at any situation of relation¬ 
ship from the stand-point of 'What 
can I get out of it'. For a person whose 
inter-personal trait is moving away 
from the people, detachment in the 
sense of selfish isolation, is the under¬ 
lying principle. He is like a person in 
a hotel rrxim who rarely removes the 
'do not disturb' sign from his door. 

To sum up: If you are self-centred 
you can't have co-operative, mean¬ 
ingful and cross-fertilizing relation¬ 
ship with others. Your personality 
will be angular, lopsided, infantile, 
inhibited and introvert. In a word, if 
you arc all wrapped up in yourself, 
you are overdressed. 

Capable of change 

I T must be remembered, however, 
that the ego, once developed, is 
capable of change throughout life. 
Both the executive functions and the 
experienced self alter under condi¬ 
tions of threat, illness and change in 
life circumstances. 


In the next issue 

How to overcome 
Ego-centricity 
or 

The Art of 

Inter-personal Relationship 
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General Knowledge 
Crossword No. 11 



ACROSS 

1. A long, narrow inlet into the sea-coast, with more or 
less steep sides (5). 

3. The strip of land or terrace bordering the sea (5). 

6. A hypothetical point in the heavens directly opposite 
to the ZcMif/i (5). 

8. The Tides of small amplitude produced when the 
gravitational pull of the sun oppcjses that of the moon 

( 4 ). 

11. This type of soil erosion occurs chiefly on sloping 
farmland when rain washes away a thin layer of top¬ 
soil (5). 

13. A depression in a range of mountains or hills, usually 
providing a pass through the range ,(3). 

14. A bend in rock strata caused by movements of the 
earth’s crust (4). 

15. A large, deep bay (4). 

16. In dte Sahara, the extensive areas of flat, desert plain 
from which the fine sand has been blown away, leav¬ 
ing the surface covered with small stones and gravel 
( 3 ). 

18. Molten rock which has flowed from a Volcano (4). 

19. A sub-division of a period in the geological scale of 
time (5). 

20. Colour of soil rich in iron oxide. 


DOWN 

1. The animal life of a region or of a geological period, 
corresponding to the term Flora for plant life (5). 

2. A long narrow depression in the earth's surface, 
rather smaller than a Valley but larger than a Gully (6). 

3. The unit of atmospheric pressure (3). 

4. Name of the European mountain system (4). 

5. The hard pellets of ice with a diameter of 5 mm or 
more which fall from Cumulonimbus clouds (4). 

7. A ridge of rocks lying near the surface of the sea (4). 

9. A Coral Reef in the shape of a ring or horseshoe, 
enclosing a Lagoon (j5). 

10. The central part of tijie earth, below the Mantle (4). 

12. A ring of light whici surrounds the moon when the 
latter is seen through the ice crystals of a thin veil of 
high cloud (4). ' 

15. A wind of about 68 km per hour or more on the 
surface (4). 

16. In Sourth Africa, a low ridge of hills, often covered 
with scrub (4). 

17. A rock, mainly of quartz, resembling a sandstone (4). 

(Answers to G.K. Crossword No. 11 will appear in ^ 

_ Jan. '94 issue) __ , 


ANSWERS to G.K. Crossword No. 10 

ACROSS:!. Ward ha 4. Gaza 6. Loom 8. Assad 10. Toad ll.lIT 12. l.R.A. 13. Leaf 14. Chad 16. Oman' 
17. Ego 18. Yeti 21. Aral 22. Bush j 

DOWN: 1. Wells 2. Root 3. Avadi 4. Gas 5. Zodiac 7. Moraine 9.A.I.R. I2.1i;aly 13. Lima 14. Choir 15. Smith 
19. Emu ^20. T.A. 
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